
Al-Qaeda: 9/11 Aftermath 

The 9/11 terrorist attacks were the deadliest in the history of terrorism. Exponentially more than 

any other attack. But in some ways, they were a disaster for Al-Qaeda and for the broader 

movement it claimed to lead.  

 

Abu Musab al-Suri, who was a leading jihadist thinker, was highly critical of these attacks and 

I'm going to read a quote from him. The attacks, quote, "cast jihadists into a fiery furnace, a 

hellfire which consumed most of their leaders, fighters and bases."  

 

Now why is al-Suri so critical? There are two main reasons. The first reason al-Suri is critical is 

because of the loss of Afghanistan. Now after 9/11 U.S. intelligence operatives and special 

forces and US troops go in and they quickly remove the Taliban government.  

 

So instead of this being like the Soviet experience where the United States is bogged down with 

heavy casualties, it seems like the United States breezily and quickly gains victory.  

 

And what this means is that Al-Qaeda has lost its haven. And so the training camps, the 

freedom of operation, the place where leaders could rest and plan and plot, all that is gone. And 

this is true not only for Al-Qaeda, but also for like-minded groups that it worked with.  

 

In addition, many of these groups believe that the only Islamic government in the world was the 

Taliban government. And this is tremendously important for these groups, the idea of creating 

an Islamic state where true Islam will flourish.  

 

And many of them believe that bin Laden, through his reckless action, had destroyed this. And 

instead this small state should have been nurtured and it should have been the seed from which 

a mighty Islamic empire would have grown.  

 

The second reason that al-Suri is so critical is that there's a worldwide campaign against Al-

Qaeda And in the intelligence class we talk more about how intelligence works, especially with 

liaison services.  

 

But what happens is around the world Al-Qaeda and associated movements are disrupted. 

Their members are arrested. Their members are hounded. And so instead of enjoying a 

somewhat permissive environment in Europe, in parts of the Muslim world, everywhere there is 

a crackdown. So the global apparatus of these organizations is hit extremely hard.  

 

And again, it's not just Al-Qaeda It's anyone or any organization that has ever been close to Al-

Qaeda. So it's tremendously devastating to both Al-Qaeda itself and to the cause it hopes to 

lead. 

 


