
Al-Qaeda: Conclusion 

Al-Qaeda has been around for over 25 years. And that's remarkable for any terrorist 

organization, especially one that's been hunted as fiercely as Al-Qaeda has.  

 

In review, its accomplishments are many. It's conducted many successful attacks. Al-Qaeda has 

a worldwide brand. It's recognizable by almost everyone in the world, which is extremely 

unusual for terrorist group. It's also an organization that has successfully weakened many of the 

regimes in the Muslim world that it opposes, creating civil wars and otherwise causing problems.  

 

It's also shown that it's adaptive. It's able to change in response. It's able to bounce back from 

setbacks. And there have been repeated times when US officials and others have said Al-

Qaeda is on the verge of defeat, yet 25 years later, it still remains.  

 

Finally, it's been able to promulgate a new identity. In 1988 when it begins, the idea that the 

United States is behind the majority of the problems in the Muslim world is believed by very, 

very few people there. And while this idea is still not widely embraced, it's a far more 

mainstream idea. And Al-Qaeda deserves some of the success for spreading this idea.  

 

But even though Al-Qaeda has had many successes, it's also had many, many failures. It does 

have a worldwide brand, but this brand is often damaged. It's associated with not only killing 

innocent people, but by many of its supposed supporters it's associated with killing innocent 

Muslims, and as a result they've rejected the organization.  

 

Often the organization is divided. And even though there is a veneer of unity, there's 

tremendous infighting and many of the affiliates go off and do their own thing--including killing 

other Muslims-- that the Al-Qaeda core rejects.  

 

It's also not a movement that has been able to establish itself in the way that groups like Hamas 

in Gaza have or Hezbollah in Lebanon, where they've been able to establish deep roots in 

society and build political organizations and build social services. It's an organization that still 

remains almost entirely devoted to violence and is not part of the daily lives of many of the 

people it claims to lead.  

 

And finally, Al-Qaeda's goal is to force the United States out of the Middle East and to 

undermine and weaken in the United States. And it simply hasn't done so.  

 

The United States still plays a large role in Middle Eastern politics. The U.S. economy, the U.S. 

political system have their ups and downs, but they're really not linked to Al-Qaeda, or at least 

not since the 9/11 attacks. And so in its basic fundamental goal it certainly hasn't succeeded. 

And it may even be worse off than where it started. 

 


