
Attitudes Toward Political Violence: The 

Emergence of "Global Jihad" 

So let's talk about the globalization, as it were, of jihad, the globalization of a militant form of 

Islam that is cast as a jihad by extremists. And keep in mind that the vast majority of Muslims 

would reject this usage of the term jihad. But extremists feel free to frame what they are doing 

as part of this sacred struggle to be a good Muslim, to follow God's will. This phenomenon 

occurs as a result of the Soviet-Afghan war. Remember that the Soviet Union occupied 

Afghanistan. Most people thought it would be impossible to get the Soviets out. The Afghans 

rebelled, the so-called Mujahedin. So those who are fighting basically said this war against 

Soviet occupation is a jihad. And they were labelled Mujahedin, holy warriors who were, in fact, 

engaging in this jihad.  

 

Now, at that time, while we saw Iran and the Iranian revolution is a threat, Western countries 

and Gulf countries applauded this fight against the Soviet Union, this attempt to drive them out. 

They not only applauded it. They supported it. They provided financial aid. They provided 

military aid very often. They provided people who went in and helped train Mujahedin with their 

weapons.  

 

Bin Laden was one of those people who came from Saudi Arabia. And there were the outsiders 

in the Arab and Muslim world who came to fight the good jihad. And so they came away from 

this good jihad feeling that they had done God's will. But they also came away with an 

international community that also believed that this was a good thing, driving out the Soviets. 

Now what happens shortly after that was the invasion by Saddam Hussein of Kuwait and the 

occupation of Kuwait. And the then follow up where the United States, in particular, but also 

Western countries in general, a number of them, came into that war.  

 

For bin Laden and others, bin Laden, in particular, he wrote to the King of Saudi Arabia and said 

look, we can defend ourselves. We, Arabs, should be defending ourselves. Look at what we did 

in Afghanistan. And more importantly, if you allow these Western armies to come in, that he 

would have popularly call the Crusaders or the new Crusaders, they're going to come in and 

they're not going to leave. They'll occupy us even more. We'll become even more militarily, 

economically dependent.  

 

The King resisted that. Bin Laden became upset, became more aggressive about this issue. 

Eventually left Saudi Arabia. And out of that grew, then, the development of Al-Qaeda And 

many of the people who are involved there were people who had been involved in the 

resistance to the Soviet Union, people, some of whom stayed in Afghanistan but many had 

gone back to their countries, also faced oppressive regimes, and now joined in, if you will, this 

global organization.  

 



So what's important here remember is that, whereas initially, extremist groups developed within 

Muslim countries against their government or rulers, now you begin to see the development of 

global movements, like Al-Qaeda and others. Fighters who, for example, will go from country to 

country. So they become called global jihadists. Their worldview is that they're not aggressors. 

They're fighting aggression. They are fighting political aggression. They are fighting military 

aggression. They're fighting exploitation, etc.  

 

Part of what then comes in is, again, this notion that we're engaged in this global warfare 

against overwhelming and dangerous forces. And, therefore, the usual rules of the game, the 

rules of the game established by Islamic law for, if you will, the equivalent of a just war don't 

count. And what that means, then, is that, depending on the country, one sees the ability to, 

therefore, use any and all force to kill civilians. It's important to remember that the vast majority 

of victims of terrorism in countries in global terrorism are Muslims. But what kind of Muslims? It's 

all those Muslims who don't agree with Al-Qaeda who don't support them, who say what they're 

doing is wrong. They also are seen as unbelievers, against whom you don't have to have a fair 

fight.  

 

A recent example of the nature of global jihad, again, is the situation of Syria, where initially, you 

had an opposition, a Syrian opposition, rising up against Bashar al-Assad, authoritarian ruler, 

where you have overwhelming carnage on the part of Assad's forces. But Syria became 

vulnerable to the movement of outside jihadists into Syria. It's occurred, also, in other parts of 

the world. We've had foreign fighters going into a Yemen in recent years, going into some parts 

of North Africa, and also into parts of Africa itself. 

 


