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We've taken these definitions from the following: 9/11 Commission Report, Wikipedia, Encyclopedia 
Britannica, Merriam-Webster, Marie-Helen Maras (Counterterrorism), Psychwiki, Mitchell Silber (The 
Al-Qaeda Factor), Andrew Kydd and Barbara Walter (Strategies of Terrorism), Federation of American 
Scientists, CIA Guide to the Analysis of Insurgency, Bruce Hoffman (Inside Terrorism), Janes Insurgency & 
Terrorism Centre, U.S. Department of Defense, Council on Foreign Relations, PBS, Harry Henderson (Global 
Terrorism), Harry Henderson (Terrorism), Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Encyclopedia of the 
Arab-Israeli Conflict: A Political, Social, and Military History, ed. Spencer C. Tucker, Priscilla Roberts, Hussain 
Haqqani (Pakistan: Between Mosque and Military), Contemporary World Issues: U.S. National Security: A 
Reference Handbook, Second Edition, "Homeland Security: Legal and Policy Issues," Cornell Law School's 
Legal Information Institute, USLegal, The 9/11 Encyclopedia: Second Edition, the Denver Post, Harvey W. 
Kushner (Encyclopedia of Terrorism), Federal Judicial Center, Counterterrorism Data Mining, Gus Martin 
(Understanding Terrorism: Challenges, Perspectives, and Issues), and West Point's Combating Terrorism 
Center. At times we modified them based on course content, and in others we used text, at times exact, 
from these sources. Should you wish to know the particular sourcing of any term, please contact Marc 
Meyer at terrorismgux@georgetown.edu.  
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1,2 9/11 Attacks On September 11, 2011, nineteen terrorists, directed by 
Al-Qaeda, high jacked four commercial passenger jets, killing 
almost 3,000 people and injuring thousands more. Two of the 
airliners crashed into the World Trade Center in New York City, 
causing both buildings to collapse, while a third plane crashed 
into the Pentagon outside of Washington, D.C. Passengers were 
able to retake control of the fourth plane and it crashed into a 
field in Pennsylvania. 

1,2,3 1998 U.S. Embassy 
attacks 

Al-Qaeda simultaneously attacked two U.S. embassies, one in 
Kenya and one in Tanzania, using truck bombs, resulting in the 
deaths of 12 Americans. These were the first attacks that brought 
Al-Qaeda to American public attention. 

1, 2, 4 2000 USS Cole 
Bombing 

Al-Qaeda operatives maneuvered an explosive-laden boat near 
the USS Cole in Aden, Yemen and detonated it in a suicide attack, 
killing 17 and injuring 39 American military personnel. 

1 Ahmed Said Sheikh A British terrorist of Pakistani descent, he is most well-known for 
the 2002 kidnapping and execution of journalist Daniel Pearl. 

1 Daniel Pearl Journalist who was kidnapped in Pakistan and beheaded by 
Al-Qaeda. His execution was recorded on video and broadcast 
worldwide. 
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1 Displacement of 
Aggression 

Displacement of aggression is thought to occur when a person 
who is initially provoked cannot retaliate directly against the 
source of that provocation and, instead, subsequently aggresses 
against a seemingly innocent target. More succinctly, aggression 
is aimed not at the individual or element that provoked it, but at 
some other party. 

1 Globalization The process of international integration arising from the 
interchange of world views, products, ideas and other aspects of 
culture. 

1 Inhibitory 
mechanisms 

The conscious or unconscious restraint of certain behaviors, 
either impulses or desires. These mechanisms help people to 
make socially appropriate choices by inhibiting some instinctual 
behaviors. 

1 Moral 
Disengagement 

A term from social psychology for the process of convincing the 
self that ethical standards do not apply to oneself in a specific 
context. The moral standards that apply to the majority do not 
apply to these individuals. 

1 Shoe Bomber 
(Richard Reid) 

Richard Reid, a British citizen, boarded American Airlines Flight 63 
from Paris to Miami planning to commit a suicide bombing. The 
bomb, which was concealed in his shoe, failed to ignite, and 
passengers onboard the plane were able to subdue him and 
prevent the attack. 

2 1993 World Trade 
Center attacks 

On February 26, 1993, a car bomb detonated below one tower of 
the World Trade Center. The bomb, which cost only $400 to 
construct, resulted in approximately $500 million in damages, 
killed 6 people and injured more than a thousand. 

2 2009 Fort Hood 
Shooting – Nidal 
Hassan 

Nidal Malik Hassan, a U.S. Army psychiatrist stationed at Fort 
Hood, Texas who embraced jihadists beliefs, shot and killed 13 
individuals and left 30 wounded in a mass shooting on November 
5, 2009. 

2 Anwar al-Awlaki U.S. citizen affiliated with Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP), killed in a U.S. drone strike in Yemen in 2011. He was 
considered a vital asset for reaching English-speaking jihadists and 
is said to have influenced homegrown terrorist plots in the U.S. 

2 Attrition A strategy in which terrorists seek to persuade the enemy that 
they are strong enough to impose constant and considerable 
costs if the enemy continues a particular policy. 

2 Biological Weapon A weapon that delivers toxins and microorganisms, such as 
viruses or bacteria, an in attempt to inflict disease on people, 
animals, or agriculture. It is classified as a weapon of mass 
destruction. 
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2 Bloody Sunday An incident on January 30, 1972 in which 26 civil rights protestors 
in Northern Ireland were shot by British soldiers. A significant 
event for the PIRA, it boosted support and recruitment for the 
organization. 

2 Boston Marathon 
Bombing 

Attacks on April 15, 2013, in which two pressure cooker bombs 
exploded near the finish line of the Boston Marathon, killing three 
and injuring 264. The bombing was perpetrated by a pair of 
Chechen brothers who claim to be motivated by extremist 
Islamist beliefs but were not connected to any terrorist group. 

2 Chemical Weapon A weapon that uses the toxic properties of chemicals rather than 
their explosive properties to produce physical or psychological 
effects. It is classified as a weapon of mass destruction. 

2 Insurgency A protracted political-military struggle with the goal of displacing 
the legitimacy of a government or occupying power and 
controlling the resources of a territory through irregular military 
forces. The objective of gaining control of a population and its 
resources is what largely differentiates insurgencies from purely 
terrorist organizations. 

2, 6, 8 Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed 

He was a member of Al-Qaeda and operational chief for the 
planning of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. He was 
captured by the U.S. in 2003. 

2 Lone Wolf An individual who is ideologically motivated and inspired by a 
movement or leader but does not belong to a particular terrorist 
group and does not follow orders issued by its leadership. 

2 No. 10 Mortar 
Attack 

A remote control bomb attack by the PIRA on No. 10 Downing 
Street, the British Prime Minister's official residence. 

2 Nuclear Weapon A weapon that uses nuclear energy to cause an explosion. It is 
considered a weapon of mass destruction. 

2 Propaganda of the 
Deed 

An idea espoused by Carlo Pisacane arguing violence was 
necessary to inform, educate, and generate publicity for a cause. 

2 Provisional Irish 
Republican Army 

A nationalist terrorist group formed as a splinter of the 
long-established Irish Republican Army in 1969, the PIRA 
conducted a protracted insurgency against United Kingdom 
security forces and other enemies. Its main objective was the end 
of UK rule over Northern Ireland and reunification of Northern 
Ireland with Ireland. The group is known for its technological 
innovation, specifically in regards to bomb making and explosives. 

2 Radar Detector 
Bombs 

Developed by the IRA, these bombs could be triggered by 
handheld radar guns, like the ones police officers use for 
speeding. The radar gun could be pointed at the device and 
transmit a signal to detonate the bomb. 
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2 Radio Receiver 
Bombs 

Developed by the IRA, these bombs could be detonated using 
radio controls taken out of model aircraft. They allowed the IRA 
to trigger bombs while remaining a safe distance away. 

2 Radiological 
Weapon 

A weapon that uses an explosive device to disperse radioactive 
material with the intent to kill or inflict harm. It is also known as a 
"dirty bomb" and is considered a weapon of mass destruction. 

2 Ricin A poison naturally derived from castor beans, it is ranked third in 
toxicity behind only plutonium and botulism toxin. 

2 Spoiling A strategy intended to ensure peace talks between moderate 
leaders on the terrorists' side and the target government do not 
succeed. It plays on the mistrust between these two groups and 
seeks to convince the enemy that moderates on the terrorists' 
side cannot be trusted to abide by a peace settlement. 

2 Underwear Bomber Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, commonly referred to as the 
Underwear Bomber or the Christmas Day bomber, attempted to 
detonate explosives hidden in his underwear while on board a 
flight from Amsterdam to Detroit, Michigan. He was discovered to 
be connected with Al-Qaeda the Arabian Peninsula. 

3 Abu Musab al-Suri Leading jihadist figure, highly critical of the September 11, 2001 
attacks because it caused Al-Qaeda to lose its safe haven in 
Afghanistan. Al-Suri strongly favors a "lone wolf" strategy. 

3 Al-Qaeda Core A transnational Sunni militant Islamist group founded in Pakistan 
in 1988 by Osama bin Laden. It seeks to expel the United States 
from the Muslim world and promote the creation and spread of 
what it sees as true Islamic governments. Currently, it is under the 
command of Ayman al-Zawahiri. 

3 Al-Qaeda in Iraq An Al-Qaeda affiliate organization in Iraq, originally under the 
leadership of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, was formed in 2004 with the 
goal of expelling U.S. forces from Iraq and establishing an Islamic 
state there. It later adopted different names, and in 2014 it calls 
itself the Islamic State. 

3 Al-Qaeda in the 
Arabian Peninsula 

A militant Sunni Islamist organization that emerged in Saudi 
Arabia in 2002. It operates primarily in Yemen and Saudi Arabia 
and is an affiliate of Al-Qaeda core. Notable members include 
Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab (the Underwear Bomber) and Anwar 
al-Awlaki. The group is also responsible for disseminating Inspire, 
the English language magazine. 

3 Al-Qaeda in the 
Islamic Maghreb 

A militant Islamist group that operates throughout Algeria and 
North Africa, including the Sahel. It is an Al-Qaeda affiliate 
organization. 
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3 Al-Shabaab A militant Islamist group based in central and southern Somalia. It 
is committed to expelling foreign forces from Somalia, 
overthrowing the current government, and establishing an 
Islamist regime under sharia. It also subscribes to the 
transnational jihad ideology espoused by Al-Qaeda. 

3 Ayman al-Zawahiri Egyptian jihadist who became chief emir of Al-Qaeda after bin 
Laden's death. Al-Qaeda's former deputy commander and before 
that leader of Egyptian Islamic Jihad, Zawahiri lacks much of the 
charisma that made bin Laden so successful. 

3, 4 ISIS The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (often referred to as ISIS, ISIL, 
or the Islamic State), is a Sunni jihadist group that controls swaths 
of territory in Iraq and Syria. The group emerged out of the 
remnants of Al-Qaeda in Iraq. It is currently being led by Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi. 

3, 4 Jabat al-Nusrah A Sunni militant Islamist group that operates in Syria. The 
organization emerged following the anti-government uprisings in 
Syria that began in March of 2011. The group's primary objective 
is the overthrow of President Bashar al-Assad and the creation of 
an Islamist state governed by shariah. The organization has also 
sworn allegiance to Al-Qaeda. 

3 Osama bin Laden Founder of Al-Qaeda, bin Laden was a wealthy Saudi national who 
participated in jihad against the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 
the late 1980s. He called for jihad against the United States and 
perpetuated the notion of global jihad against the "far enemy," 
the United States.  In May 2011, bin Laden was killed by U.S. 
special operations forces. 

3 Soviet-Afghan War In 1979, the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan and took control of 
Kabul, the capital, and other portions of the country. The Afghans, 
calling themselves the mujahedin, rebelled against the Soviets. 
Some Arabs, like Osama bin Laden, came to help in this "jihad" 
against the Soviet invaders and the United States and allies such 
as Saudi Arabia and Pakistan assisted the mujahedin by providing 
weapons and other support. 

4 1983 U.S. Marine 
Embassy bombings 
in Lebanon 

 U.S. Embassy in Beirut was destroyed by a suicide car-bombing 
perpetrated by Hezbollah. That same year in Beirut, Hezbollah 
conducted a coordinated truck-bombing against U.S. and French 
barracks, killing 241 marines and 58 French troops. It is one of the 
most commonly cited examples of effective suicide terrorism, as 
the American military withdrew from Lebanon after the attacks. 

4 Abu Musab 
al-Zarqawi 

A Jordanian and Salafi fundamentalist, Zarqawi founded of 
Al-Qaeda in Iraq. He focused more on conducting attacks against 
Shia in Iraq and Jordan, though he also orchestrated several 
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attacks against U.S. forces in Iraq. He was killed in 2006 by a U.S. 
airstrike. 

4 Far enemy Fighting against enemies outside the immediate theater of 
operations, such as those in the West, specifically the United 
States. 

4 Global jihad A worldview that embraces the supposed defense of Islam from 
enemies throughout the globe, an expansion of jihad beyond the 
borders of one's own country or region. 

4 Ibn abd al-Wahhab He was the founder of the Wahhābī movement, which attempted 
a return to the “true” principles of Islam, and helped establish the 
Saudi state in 1744. He advocated purifying Islam and returning to 
the original principles, much like Salafism. 

4 Jihad Literally means "struggle", but is often taken to mean holy war, or 
the right of each Muslim to defend Islam and the Muslim 
community from aggression. 

4 JIhadist One who engages in jihad, or holy war, against the enemies of 
Islam. 

4 King Abdallah Current King of Saudi Arabia, he is one of the sons of Ibn-Saud the 
founder of modern Saudi Arabia. 

4, 6 Lashkar e-Tayyiba A Pakistani militant Islamist group based in Pakistan that operates 
in India. It works closely with Pakistani intelligence. It was formed 
in 1990 with the objective of controlling India-administered 
Kashmir territory. Its aims have expanded to include the 
establishment of Islamist administrations throughout the Indian 
sub-continent. 

4 Near enemy Fighting against local Muslim regimes such as those in Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia. 

4 Sadat assassination Anwar Sadat, President of Egypt, was assassinated on October 6, 
1981 during a victory parade in Cairo. He was assassinated by a 
group known as the Egyptian Islamic Jihad because of his refusal 
to implement Islamic law in Egypt and his signing of a peace 
treaty with Israel. 

4 Salafi-jihadist Salafi-jihadists see life as being divided between the world of 
Islam (dar al-Islam) and the land of conflict or war (dar al-harb). 
Through jihad, they wish to extend the Muslim world so that all of 
humankind can live under its umbrella. 

4 Salafism A broad school of thought in Islam that posits Islam has strayed 
from its true origins. It calls for the restoration of authentic Islam 
as expressed by an adherence to its original teachings and texts, 
mainly the shariah and sunna of the Prophet Muhammad. 
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4 Samarra mosque 
bombing 

On February 2, 2006, Al-Qaeda in Iraq bombed the al-Askari 
Mosque in Samarra, Iraq. This mosque is considered to be one of 
the holiest sites in Shia Islam, and the bombing inflamed sectarian 
tension. 

4 The House of Saud The family that conquered the land that is now Saudi Arabia; the 
Saudi royal family. 

5 1967 War Also called the Six-Day War or the June War. This was a brief war 
that took place from June 5–10, 1967, and was the third of the 
Arab-Israeli wars. Israel’s decisive victory included the capture of 
the Sinai Peninsula, Gaza Strip, West Bank, Old City of Jerusalem, 
and the Golan Heights; the status of these territories 
subsequently became a major point of contention in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

5  Abu Iyad Palestinian nationalist leader and one of the founders of the 
Fatah organization. He masterminded several of Fatah's most 
important terrorist attacks. 

5  Abu Mazen Also known as Mahmoud Abbas. First prime minister of the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) from March-October 2003 and 
President of Palestine since January 2005. 

5 Battle of Jenin Jenin, a town located in the northern West Bank, was the site of a 
fierce battle from April 3-11, 2002, between the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) and Palestinian militants. 

5 Battle of Karameh In March 1968, a large Israeli force crossed into Karameh, Jordan, 
to destroy Palestinian guerrilla forces operating from there. A 
battle was fought between the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) and 
combined forces of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) 
and the Jordanian Army. 

5 Camp David Peace 
Accords 

A peace agreement forged in 1978 and signed in 1979 between 
Egypt and Israel, mediated by U.S. president Jimmy Carter. As part 
of the agreement, Israel returned the Sinai to Egypt. 

5  Fatah Founded in 1959 as a nationalist political and guerrilla group, 
Fatah's goal was the liberation of Palestine from Israeli control 
and the establishment of an independent Palestinian state. Fatah 
was the dominant faction within the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization (PLO) and operated principally under the leadership 
of Yasser Arafat until his death. 

5 Fedayeen 
cross-border raids 

Fedayeen is a term used to refer to various (usually Arab) groups 
that have engaged in either armed struggle or guerrilla tactics 
against civilians and, sometimes, governments. Between 1951 
and 1956, the fedayeen orchestrated hundreds of raids along the 
Israeli border, killing an estimated 400 Israelis and injuring 900 
others. 
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5 First Intifada An initially peaceful Palestinian uprising that began in 1987 after a 
traffic accident resulted in the deaths of several Palestinian 
workers. It petered out after 1990. 

5 Hamas A Sunni militant Islamist group founded in 1987 following the 
start of the First Intifada. The group's main objective is the 
liberation of Palestinian territory from Israeli occupation and the 
establishment of an Islamist state. Hamas also provides social 
services to Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, which 
help it maintain popular support. 

5  Hezbollah A militant Shia Muslim organization based in Lebanon, its goal is 
the destruction of Israel and the establishment of a Shia Islamist 
theocracy in Lebanon along the Iranian model. In addition to 
using terrorism and guerrilla war, it also has a large social welfare 
network and has a large political movement that is part of 
Lebanon's government. Beginning in 2012 it became militarily 
involved in Syria on behalf of the Asad regime there.  

5  Irgun An Israeli terrorist group founded in 1938, Irgun conducted 
terrorist attacks against the Palestinians and the British 
authorities. The group's two most devastating attacks were the 
bombing of the King David Hotel (which housed British offices) on 
July 22, 1946, which killed 90 people, and the massacre of Arab 
villagers at Deir Yassin on April 9, 1948, an action conducted with 
the Stern Gang. Irgun leader Menachem Begin later became 
prime minister of Israel. 

5  Jewish Defense 
Leage 

This militant Jewish group was founded in Brooklyn, New York, in 
1968 by Rabbi Meir Kahane. It started out as a sort of 
neighborhood crime watch of vigilante group, but by the 1970s it 
was carrying out violent actions against groups it considered to be 
oppressing Jews, attacking targets associated with the Soviet 
Union or Arab/Palestinian groups. The group is believed by some 
observers to be responsible for two attacks in 1985 on offices of 
the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination League. 

5  Munich Olympics 
attack (1972) 

Black September, a Palestinian terrorist group created by Fatah 
leader Yasir Arafat, kidnapped and killed nine Israeli athletes and 
two coaches at the 1972 Summer Olympics in Munich, Germany. 
The Olympic venue ensured world media attention. 

5  Nasser/Nasserism Nasserism, as a movement, reflected the agenda and the political 
potency of President Gamal Abdel Nasser, leader of Egypt from 
1952 until his death in 1970. It stressed Arab unity and 
anti-colonialism and over time acquired a leftist agenda. 

5  Operation Cast Lead In response to rocket fire from Hamas in late 2008, Israel 
launched an operation, which consisted of a three week air strike 
and ground operations campaign in the Gaza Strip. The operation 
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was criticized for the heavy civilian casualties on the Palestinian 
side.  

5 Operation Defensive 
Shield 

An Israeli operation launched in 2002 to reoccupy the West Bank 
and parts of Gaza during the Second Intifada. 

5  Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad 

The group was founded in 1979 with the objective of the 
complete liberation of the Palestinian territory and the 
establishment of an Islamic state there. It has a significant 
presence in both the West Bank and Gaza, but it is far smaller 
than its Islamist rival Hamas. 

5  Palestinian 
Liberation 
Organization (PLO) 

This umbrella organization for Palestinian nationalist groups has 
been recognized by the Arab nations as "the sole, legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people" and has been 
increasingly seen around the world as a legitimate political 
institution that will serve as the foundation for an independent 
Palestinian state. Historically, it included a number of terrorist 
groups. 

5  Park Hotel Passover 
bombing 

A suicide bombing carried out by Hamas on March 27, 2002 at the 
Park Hotel during a Passover Seder. Thirty Israelis were killed, 140 
injured, and the attack was the deadliest of the Second Intifada. 

5 Popular Front for 
the Liberation of 
Palestine 

A nationalist-separatist organization with a leftist slant aimed at 
the destruction of the Israeli state and the establishment of a 
Palestinian democratic society. 

5  Rabin Assassination In November 1995, a Jewish religious extremist assassinated 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, intending to disrupt the Oslo 
Peace process. 

5  Salah Shehada One of the most influential members of Hamas. He was targeted 
and killed by Israel in 2002 for his role in masterminding 
numerous attacks against both Israeli soldiers and civilians in the 
Gaza Strip and in Israel. 

5  Second Intifada The second Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupation but one 
that involved large-scale use of terrorism. It began in September 
of 2000 and lasted until 2005.  

5  Yasser Arafat  Chairman of the PLO, leader of Fatah, its largest constituent 
group, and President of the Palestinian Authority. 

5  Yigal Amir A young, Jewish extremist who assassinated Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

6 Afghan Taliban A Deobandi organization that aims to liberate Afghanistan from 
NATO and American occupation, and restore itself as the rightful 
ruler of Afghanistan. Its leaders are actively supported by the 
Pakistani military. 

9 
 



 

6 Ahmadiyyah A sect of Islam that was founded in the Punjab, India, in 1889. 
Some Ahmadiyya-specific beliefs have been thought of as 
opposed to contemporary mainstream Islamic thought, and some 
Ahmadis have subsequently faced persecution. 

6 Deobandi A movement within Sunni Islam. The majority of the militant 
groups operating in and from Pakistan are Deobandi. 

6 Federally 
Administered Tribal 
Areas (FATA) 

A semi-autonomous tribal region in northwestern Pakistan that 
comprises seven tribal agencies (districts) and six frontier regions, 
and is directly governed by Pakistan's federal government 
through a special set of laws. 

6 Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar 

A warlord who controlled one of the factions of the insurgency in 
Afghanistan. Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's group remained 
independent of the Taliban while sharing their Islamist 
orientation. 

6 Hizbul Mujahedeen 
and al Badr 

Militant groups associated with Jamaat-e-Islami; different from 
the other groups fighting in Kashmir because they are ethnically 
Kashmiri. 

6 Inter-services 
Intelligence 
Directorate (ISI) 

The Pakistani military's powerful intelligence agency that is 
involved in all national and domestic security matters. 

6 Iranian Hostage 
Crisis 

Fifty-two U.S. diplomats were taken hostage by fundamentalist 
Islamic students in Tehran, Iran and held for 444 days. 

6 Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI) A religion-political party founded in British-controlled India (now 
Pakistan) in 1941. The party was established to reform society in 
accordance with the Islamist faith and drew its inspiration from 
the model of the prophet Muhammad’s original Muslim 
community. 

6 Jamiat-e-Ahl-e 
Hadith 

A religion-political party in Pakistan. 

6 Kargil War In early May 1999, the Indian military learned that Pakistani 
troops and Kashmiri militants had infiltrated Indian-administered 
territory. The intrusion triggered intense fighting between the 
two sides that lasted for more than two months. The Indian army 
reclaimed most of the area on the Indian side of the Line of 
Control that had been occupied by the infiltrators, and hostilities 
finally ended in July, when the remaining Pakistani fighters 
retreated from the Indian zone. Several hundred combatants 
were killed on each side during the conflict. 

6 Mohammad Zahir 
Shah 

King of Afghanistan from 1933 to 1973. 
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6 Mohammad Zia 
ul-Haq 

Pakistani army chief and president of Pakistan (1978–88). 

6 Mohammed Ali 
Jinnah 

An Indian Muslim politician and the founder of Pakistan. 

6 Objectives 
Resolution 

Pakistan's first prime minister, Liaquat Ali Khan, introduced the 
Objectives Resolution, which laid out the main principles of a 
future Pakistani constitution. It provided for democracy, freedom, 
equality, and social justice "as enunciated by Islam," opening the 
door for future controversies about what Islam required of a 
state. 

6 Office of Services In 1984, Sheik Abdullah Azzam, a Palestinian religious scholar, 
established the Office of Services in Peshawar, Pakistan to recruit 
an Islamic army to fight the Soviets in Afghanistan. Osama bin 
Laden provided financial support to Azzam's organization. 

6 Sharia Islamic law, based on the Koran, that Islamic believers would have 
govern human behavior. 

6 Tahreek-e-Taliban-e
-Pakistan (TTP, 
Pakistan Taliban) 

An umbrella organization for several different Deobandi militant 
commanders who see their primary objective as establishing 
different kinds of sharia in Pakistan. The TTP wants Pakistan to 
become an Islamist state, and has waged a systemic battle against 
Pakistani civilians and the Pakistani government. 

6 Two Nation Theory Holds that Muslims and Hindus are inherently separate peoples, 
and thus, require their own separate states. 

6 Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Pakistani statesman, president (1971–73), and prime minister 
(1973–77). He was overthrown and executed by the Pakistani 
military. 

7 Chemical Weapons 
Convention 

The Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, 
Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on 
their Destruction is a treaty that outlaws the production, 
stockpiling, and use of chemical weapons and their precursors. 

7 Customary law Customary international law refers to international obligations 
arising from established state practice, as opposed to obligations 
arising from formal written international treaties. 

7 Extradition 
agreement 

The legal process of transferring a prisoner from the country in 
which he or she is arrested to the country that has placed criminal 
charges. Countries often resist requests for extradition of accused 
terrorists, either because they fear reprisals from terrorist groups 
or out of concern for the civil liberties of the accused. 
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7 Genocide 
Convention 

The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime 
of Genocide (CPPCG) was adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly on December 9, 1948 as General Assembly Resolution 
260. The convention entered into force on 12 January 1951. It 
defines genocide in legal terms, and all participating countries are 
advised to prevent and punish actions of genocide in war and in 
peacetime. The number of states that have ratified the 
convention is currently 146. 

7 Law of the Sea A branch of international law concerned with public order at sea. 
Much of this law is codified in the United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea, signed Dec. 10, 1982. The convention, 
described as a “constitution for the oceans,” represents an 
attempt to codify international law regarding territorial waters, 
sea-lanes, and ocean resources. 

7 Lockerbie bombing Terrorist bombing of a passenger airliner operated by Pan 
American World Airways (Pan Am) on Dec. 21, 1988, that killed 
270 people. 

7 Mir Aimal Kansi Mir Aimal Kansi shot Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) employees 
in their cars as they were waiting at a stoplight on January 25, 
1993, outside the premises of CIA headquarters in Langley, 
Virginia. Two CIA employees were killed and three others 
wounded. 

7 Necessary and 
proper clause 

The Necessary and Proper Clause provides Congress the power 
"[t]o make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers [in Article I], and all 
other Powers vested by the Constitution in the Government of 
the United States, or in any Department or Office thereof." This 
power is important to regulation of local, non-economic activity 
incidental to Congress's power under the Commerce Clause. 

7 Non-Proliferation 
Treaty 

An international treaty whose objective is to prevent the spread 
of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to promote 
cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and to further 
the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament and general and 
complete disarmament. The Treaty was signed in 1968 and 
entered into force in 1970. 

7 Probable cause The requirement, found in the Fourth Amendment to the 
Constitution, that must usually be met before police make an 
arrest, conduct a search or receive a warrant. Courts usually find 
probable cause when there is a reasonable basis for believing that 
a crime may have been committed (for arrest) and that evidence 
of the crime is present in the place to be searched (for search). 
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7 The International 
Convention for the 
Suppression of Acts 
of Nuclear 
Terrorism 

International treaty passed by the UN General Assembly in 2005 
that requires signatory states to criminalize acts of nuclear 
terrorism, including attacks on nuclear facilities such as 
electricity-generating stations. 

7 Treaty law A treaty is a binding agreement under international law, entered 
by parties who are subject to international law, mainly states and 
international organizations. It is a pact formed between two (or 
more) nations or communities, each with the right of 
self-government. 

7 United Nations 
Security Council 

United Nations (UN) organ whose primary responsibility is the 
maintenance of international peace and security. Consists of five 
permanent members (Russia, China, the United States, Britain, 
and France) and 10 nonpermanent members. 

7 UNSC 1373 United Nations Security Council Resolution 1373, adopted 
unanimously on 28 September 2001, is a counterterrorism 
measure that was passed following the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks on the United States. The resolution, which aims 
to hinder terrorist groups in various ways, was adopted under 
Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, and is therefore 
binding on all UN member states. 

7 U.S. Attacks on 
Libya 

The United States bombing of Libya comprised air strikes by the 
United States against Libya on April 15, 1986. The attack was 
carried out in response to the 1986 Berlin discotheque bombing, 
which the Libyan government sponsored. 

8 2008 Mumbai 
attacks 

Terrorists attacked hotels, train station, a Jewish community 
center, and other targets in Mumbai, India, killing approximately 
170 people. 

8 Abu Zubaydah When Abu Zubaydah was captured in March 2002, the U.S. 
government believed he was chief of operations for Al-Qaeda and 
number three in its hierarchy. U.S. officials claimed Zubaydah was 
in charge of Al-Qaeda training camps that selected the personnel 
for the September 11, 2001, plot. However, in September 2009, 
the U.S. government reversed its position on Zubaydah, stating 
that it no longer believed he was a formal member of Al-Qaeda or 
had anything to do with the September 11 terrorist attacks. 

8, 9 Criminal court case The use of the criminal justice system to interrogate and 
prosecute terrorism suspects. 

8, 9 Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court 

A Court established by Congress in 1978 designed to oversee 
domestic intelligence surveillance and several other 
intelligence-related matters. 
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8 Human intelligence 
(HUMINT) 

Human intelligence, that is, gathering intelligence for a person. 
This can be a spy in a terrorist network, but also information 
gained from interrogation or other human sources. 

8 Imagery intelligence 
(IMINT) 

An intelligence gathering discipline which collects information via 
satellite and aerial photography. 

8 Link analysis A counterterrorism tool used to learn more about particular data 
subjects, their relationships, associations and actions. 

8 Metadata Data that provides context or additional information about other 
data. For example, telephony metadata can refer to information 
about when a call was placed, to whom, from where etc. 

8 Pocket litter Pocket litter is a term for material, including notes scribbled on 
scraps of paper that accumulate in an individual's pockets. It can 
include identity cards, transportation tickets, personal 
photographs, computer files and similar material. 
Counterterrorism analysts believe that the analysis of pocket litter 
can be an important tool for confirming or refuting suspects' 
accounts of themselves. 

8 Signals intelligence 
(SIGINT) 

Foreign signals intelligence, that is, interception and analysis of 
foreign adversaries' communication signals. 

8 Strategic 
intelligence 

Strategic intelligence pertains to the collection, processing, 
analysis, and dissemination of intelligence that is required for 
forming policy and military plans at the national and international 
level. 

8 "Wedding" or 
"Wedding Party" 

An example of a term used by terrorist organizations as code for a 
terrorist attack.  

9 Delta Force A secretive American special operation unit that operates in small 
covert teams. 

9 Diplomacy Conciliatory counterterrorist measures that seek to resolve 
terrorist crises by negotiating with terrorists or their supporters. 

9 Economic and 
financial pressure 

Counterterrorist measures that seek to influence the behavior of 
terrorist states by pressuring their national economies, key 
individuals or sectors, or other financial and economic means. 

9 Fhima Lamen Khalifa Fhima. An alleged agent of Libya's security service 
who was acquitted by a Scottish court sitting near the Hague, 
Netherlands, of charges that he participated in the bombing of 
Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland. 

9 Law enforcement The use of law enforcement agencies and criminal investigative 
techniques in the capture of suspected terrorists. 
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9 Material support Providing material support for terrorism is a provision of the USA 
PATRIOT Act which prohibits support to groups designated as 
terrorists. The four types of support described are “training,” 
“expert advice or assistance,” “service,” and “personnel.” 

9 Megrahi Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed al-Megrahi was head of security for 
Libyan Arab Airlines and an alleged Libyan intelligence officer. On 
January 31, 2001, Megrahi was convicted of 270 counts of murder 
for the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
and was sentenced to life imprisonment. His co-accused, Lamin 
Khalifah Fhimah, was found not guilty and was acquitted. 

9 Military force The use of a country's armed forces to prevent or deter terrorist 
organizations, persons, or states or disrupt their activities. 

9 Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle 

Commonly known as a drone, a UAV is an aircraft without a 
human pilot aboard. They are usually deployed for military and 
special operation applications, but also used in a small but 
growing number of civil applications. They can be armed or 
unarmed. 

Misc. Abu Sayyaf Group A small group affiliated with Al Qaeda. It means the "Sword of 
God" and is based in the Philippines. 

Misc. Algerian civil war The armed conflict between the Algerian government and various 
Islamist rebel groups which began in 1991. 

Misc. Bashar al-Assad President of Syria. He has ordered mass crackdowns and military 
sieges on Arab Spring protesters, leading to the Syrian Civil War. 

Misc. Deterrence Deterrence is a strategy intended to dissuade an adversary from 
taking an action not yet started, or to prevent them from doing 
something that another state desires. Deterrence theory gained 
increased prominence as a military strategy during the Cold War 
with regard to the use of nuclear weapons. Some states like Israel 
try to deter terrorist groups. 

Misc. Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act 
(FISA) 

Before 9/11, the central statute dealing with electronic 
surveillance was the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) of 
1978. It prescribed limits on the government in using electronic 
surveillance methods. FISA required federal agents to obtain 
judicial warrants for their surveillance activities and created a 
special court to handle these warrant requests. 

Misc. Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (Tamil 
Tigers) 

A nationalist group in Sri Lanka that champions the independence 
of the Tamil people. It is responsible for many acts of terrorism 
and was a pioneer in the use of suicide bombing. 

Misc. Menachem Begin A leader of the Irgun in the 1940s and the Prime Minister of Israel 
from 1977-83. 
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Misc. Muslim 
Brotherhood 

A transnational Islamist organization which was founded in Egypt 
in 1928 by the Islamic scholar and schoolteacher Hassan al-Banna. 

Misc. Sons of Iraq Militia-like forces of Sunni tribal sheikhs in Iraq that publically 
turned against Al Qaeda in Iraq in 2006. These groups were 
initially sponsored by the US military. 

Misc. Unabomber The popular nickname applied to Theodore Kaczynski. 
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