
Post-9/11 Controversies: Enhanced 
Interrogation Techniques 

In the wake of 9/11, there been other controversies even much more sharp than the ones 
involving organization. And two things in particular have come up that involve additional powers 
that were given to government agencies or to expand their activity, and these have been the 
subject of much public discussion in the years since.  
 
One concerns the handling of detainees-- people who have been arrested and incarcerated-- 
and how we interrogate them. The particular issue involved has come under the heading of 
enhanced interrogation techniques, or what many people would call torture. The idea that was 
involved in this particular expansion of the rules was what's sometimes called the ticking time 
bomb scenario-- that if there is some terrorist attack waiting to be executed, and we have in our 
hands a suspect who knows enough about it that if we could get the information out of them, it 
would enable us to prevent the attack-- this, in the view of some people, is sufficient justification 
for using any technique we can to get that information.  
 
Well, I think it's fair to say in more recent years, the tide of public opinion and political sentiment 
has turned against the so-called enhanced interrogation techniques for several reasons. One is 
the ticking time bomb scenario, although it makes a good topic for classroom discussion, simply 
hasn't materialized. It doesn't exist. We haven't seen any particular instance in which that 
information was out there in someone's head, and if we got it soon enough, we could have 
prevented a terrorist attack.  
 
Another reason is that experienced interrogators, including ones in the FBI and elsewhere, have 
been able to make the argument fairly convincingly that using standard interrogation techniques 
without torture has been at least as effective in getting the information we need.  
 
Another fact that's come out from time to time is that some of the information that has been 
coerced out of detainees has turned out to be bad information. It was something that the person 
said just to avoid the pain. And, of course, that's even worse than getting no information at all.  
 
And finally, for many Americans, torture is simply seen as too contrary to American values to be 
acceptable. 
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