
The Israeli Response: The Israeli 
Occupation - Benefits and Costs 

Now, what are the results of Defensive Shield and operations like Jenin? Part of it is a huge 
intelligence gain. Israel was able to use the day-to-day control of territory to gain intelligence. So 
now Israel controls the movement of people.  
 
If someone wants to import something for their business, Israel could say, no, unless you talk to 
the intelligence personnel. If someone wants to go to university, Israel can demand they 
cooperate with intelligence personnel. If someone needs to go to the hospital, Israel can 
demand they communicate with intelligence personnel. The day-to-day control of government, 
of the levers of the economy, mean tremendous influence from an intelligence point of view.  
 
Also, controlling territory means Israel puts in place a series of checkpoints. There's also a large 
security barrier-- some people call it a wall, some people call it a fence-- that separates the 
West Bank from Israel. And this allows Israel to further control movement in the West Bank. And 
part of this enables Israel to stop Palestinians from directly doing attacks. You can do searches.  
 
But it also gives Israel time. If there's intelligence tip-off that a suicide bomber is coming from 
one part of Palestinian territory to another or to Israel itself, Israel can use checkpoints in the 
barrier to shut things down, giving it additional hours that are often invaluable.  
 
Now there's a constant military and intelligence presence required for this initially. When I talked 
to the head of Israeli intelligence about this, he described it this way. He said, no Palestinian 
child draws a picture of the sky without a helicopter in it.  
 
Now, by retaking the West Bank, there are huge costs for both the Palestinians and Israelis. For 
the Palestinians, it's almost impossible to have a functioning normal economy when there are 
checkpoints, when there are regular military raids, and when there's constant disruption. And 
there's also a huge social cost, as people are unable or it's very difficult to go from village to 
village to visit family. And it's also discrediting to more moderate Palestinians, because there's 
anger on the Palestinian side over what they see as occupation. And as a result, there is 
criticism of those who embrace negotiations in the face of this.  
 
Now to convey some of the economic costs, here is just one small example. The Israeli port of 
Ashdod is a couple dozen kilometers from Palestinian territory in the West Bank. And it took, 
during the height of the Second Intifada, longer to get goods from Ashdod to the West Bank 
than it did to get goods from China to Ashdod. There are also significant costs on the Israeli 
side.  
 
Now, part of this, again, is legitimacy. People increasingly see Israel as a pariah nation, as an 



occupying power, and as a country that's denying fundamental human rights to the Palestinians. 
When Israel goes into the West Bank in 2002, there's a sense that this is going to be temporary. 
Yet over a decade later, we still see continued Israeli operations there. And there's no sense 
that this is going to end any time soon. But for all these costs, from an Israeli point of view, this 
is seen as still worthwhile.  
 
And part of it is simply numbers. I mentioned in 2002 there were roughly 50 suicide bombings. 
The next year, 2003, there are 26. So about half-- still a huge number, but a dramatic decrease. 
This number keeps going down and down and down, and finally, in 2008, you only have one 
suicide bombing. So Israel goes from a country that is dealing with constant terrorism to one 
where terrorism is still occurrence, but one that is not consuming the lives of its citizens on a 
daily basis.  
 
And the Palestinian groups themselves are fragmented and are hurt tremendously at an 
operational level. In order for them to do attacks, they have to worry about their leaders being 
arrested, they have to worry about their leaders being killed, they have to get around 
checkpoints, and they have to get around the security barrier. And they increasingly have to 
cooperate across the West Bank to avoid all these checkpoints and to avoid Israeli intelligence.  
 
But that poses new opportunities for Israel. One intelligence officer I talked to said that, in 
intelligence, one plus one is 11, that the more people who know about a particular operation, 
you have an exponentially large number of attempts to disrupt it. And so, because the 
Palestinians can't simply do operations in small groups on their own anymore, it's much easier 
for Israel to stop it. Not surprisingly, despite the bloodiness of the Second Intifada, you have 
several Palestinian groups that effectively sue for peace. And so while you still have conflict, 
you don't have the raging violence we saw between 2000 and 2005.  
 
The checkpoints also are disruptive to Palestinian society and the Palestinian people. You might 
have part of an extended family on one side of a checkpoint and part on another. And it's very 
hard for them to visit each other, which is particularly important in a society where family bonds 
are extremely tight.  
 
And this shows up also economically. It's very hard for someone to get to their job when a 
checkpoint might delay them five minutes or it might delay them three hours. It's very hard to get 
goods to market when things have to be searched thoroughly, and there is always going to be 
delay. So the economic costs, the social costs, are tremendous on the Palestinian side. 
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