
The Israeli Response: Conclusion - 
Counterterrorism and the Peace Process 

I want to briefly end this segment by talking about terrorism, counter-terrorism, and the peace 
process. Now, peace is the best counterterrorism strategy. And I don't mean that in a kind of 
everyone should hold hands and we'll get along and all grievances will go away. That's not 
going to happen.  
 
But Israel has peace with Egypt. Israel has peace with Jordan. And when there's a terrorism 
threat, Israel calls up the governments of these countries and their intelligence services, and 
their police services try to disrupt the terrorist attack. And it's far more effective when a country 
can police itself. And so if Israel can have peace on the Palestinian side, it means the 
Palestinians will police themselves. And in a way they're already doing that on the West Bank 
by working with Israelis on a day to day basis.  
 
So for Israeli counterterrorism to have an ultimate success, it ironically depends in part on the 
peace process. And we saw in the 1990s how the failure of counter-terrorism led to the failure of 
peace talks. You had Hamas and Palestine's Islamic Jihad doing suicide bombings that soured 
Israelis on the peace talks. And you also had a Jewish terrorist kill the Israeli prime minister.  
 
And so together, Palestinian and Jewish terrorism really destroyed hopes for peace in the 
1990s. The success of counterterrorism after that raises the potential for the success of peace 
talks. And the danger is that successful counterterrorism will become a substitute for it, that 
there'll be a sense that Israel can live from day to day without peace, and therefore Israel should 
live from day to day without peace, when in reality, from a counterterrorism point of view, Israel 
will be much better off, the Palestinians will be much better off, should there be peace. 
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