
Professor Byman's Concluding Remarks 

Now that our time is coming to an end, I would like to issue some thank yous and give you some 

last administrative notes before we say goodbye. Let me begin by telling you some course 

conclusion logistics. I want to remind you first and foremost that if you want to receive a 

certificate of completion, you must achieve a passing grade of 75% on the knowledge checks, 

and you must do so by December 2, 2014.  

 

Also, I encourage you to participate in our optional case study simulation. This goes live on 

November 26, 2014. For the first couple weeks it's available just for people enrolled in this 

session of the course. But on December 10, it is available to others in the public. We also plan 

to run this course again in a revised way in the fall of 2015.  

 

Please stay tuned for an end-of-course survey. We greatly value what you have to say about 

this course. This will enable us to improve the course for subsequent iterations. In the 

meantime, we hope you'll stay engaged with this course, especially through social media and 

through other means we have provided.  

 

Now putting administration aside, there are many people I have to thank. I and the team that 

has done this MOOC have learned a tremendous amount as we've gone forward. We were 

thrilled to have so many talented and knowledgeable course instructors and guests who could 

give us a range of perspectives based on their professional experience, based on their many 

academic disciplines.  

 

And we believe this enriched the course tremendously. Everyone put a tremendous amount of 

time into this course from organizing it at the beginning, to preparing lectures, to filming, to 

editing, to final production. It was a significant effort, and I'm grateful to all concerned.  

 

This course was made possible by a grant from Georgetown University, Initiative for 

Technology-Enhanced Learning. We are grateful for their support. I am particularly grateful for 

the support of the Georgetown University Center for New Designs in Learning and Scholarship.  

 

This is a Georgetown organization that runs this and other MOOCs, and has done a fantastic 

job from helping us organize, helping us film, helping us produce. And really, the nuts and bolts 

of this MOOC, they've been assisted and I've been assisted by staff at EdX. And I am thankful 

to all of them for their excellent support.  

 

And now to you students. In some ways this feels a bit like graduation. You've joined us here at 

Georgetown University, at least virtually, and for that I thank you. But no matter how good I think 

the lectures are, no matter how good the instructors are with the course materials, it's really 

what you take away in the end. That's what matters.  

 

We hope not only that you've enjoyed the course, but that you've learned a tremendous amount 



about terrorism and counterterrorism, and that you take this knowledge forth into the world 

today. We hope we've triggered in you some new ideas and also new ways of looking at 

information you knew previously, and that this in turn makes you appreciate the complexities of 

the issues related to terrorism and counterterrorism. But I'm extremely happy you've signed up 

for this course. And again, I thank you.  

 

As I said at the beginning of this course, terrorism has gone from a persistent but relatively 

marginal security concern to one of the most important security issues facing the world today. 

We hope our course has given you a sense of history in the nature and the extent of this 

danger, and also the different ways of responding to the threat. Thank you again for taking this 

course. I hope you consider taking other Georgetown courses in the future. 

 


