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Content of Film: Words and Images  

 

 
Themes 

AUDIO ONLY - RADIO VO: This just into our newsroom. A plane has  
crashed into the World Trade Center. 

 

NICK:  I remember shaking, just my legs just really just shaking.  
And you know, it was tough for me because it was a relatively new job for my 
mom. And I knew she worked in the World Trade Center, but I didn't know 
which building. I didn't know what floor.  

 

AUDIO ONLY - RADIO VO: It is horrific. (Unbelievable) A second plane  
the size of a passenger jet flying into the second tower of the, of the World 
Trade Center.  

 

NICK:  I remember thinking to myself, you know, maybe she was on like the 4th  
floor and just walked out. 

 

AUDIO ONLY - WOMAN VO: Oh, my god, the building fell. Oh, my god.  
The building just fell.  The entire World Trade Center on the, the south 
building just fell.  

 

NICK: My dad got home, finally. And, you know, he said that she  
worked in the first building, 104th floor. And so that was just, you know . . . 

 

AUDIO ONLY –  
RADIO VO: Was that the second building of the World Trade Center going 
down? 

 
WOMAN VO: Yes, that is the second   
(SIMULTANEOUS CONVERSATION)   
WOMAN VO: That is the second tower. That is the second tower. 
MAN VO:   (MID-STATEMENT) it just went down. A huge plume of smoke 
that came out of the middle of the building. And then the building just 
disappeared in the smoke.   

 

NICK: We all went swimming just to kind of like do something.  
And I remember just talking to my dad and just, you know. You know, him 
just saying, you know, I don't think she made it.  

 

AUDIO ONLY - VO 
Where there were two huge buildings, two huge towers, there is not nothing 
but plumes of smoke. 

 

NICK:  All of us went to sleep in my dad’s bed that night. We just cried. My brother 
cried that he wanted Mommy. My sister cried that she wanted her Mom.  Um. Just 
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sucked. I mean, the whole thing was, you know, worst day of my life.  
MUSIC INTERLUDE – VIDEO MONTAGE, GROUND ZERO  
FIRST YEAR  

 

B ROLL/Sound on Tape (SOT)  - MEMORIAL For Nick’s Mom  
NICK:  The memorial, I went up and I started my speech. 
 
 NICK SOT:  My mom was remarkable. 
 
NICK: About, I don’t know, maybe about like a couple, couple of seconds into it.  

The first, the first time I said mother in the speech, at that exact, exact instant  
the bird landed on my head.   

NICK SOT: She was a great daughter. A fantastic sister.  A wonderful wife. And  
most importantly, she was an amazing mother.  (CROWD REACTION)  
 

NICK: I reach up, to figure out what in the (LAUGHS) you know, what’s on my  
head, you know? And it lets me pick it up. 
 

SOT: (CROWD REACTION)  
  
NICK: I could swear to God there was some sort of recognition (LAUGHS). You  

know? I, I was just holding this baby sparrow in my hand, and it looked at me. 
And. 
  

SOT:  (CROWD REACTION)  
 
NICK:  It flew away.   
 
(CROWD REACTION)  
 
NICK:  You know, I’m not a religious person at all. And you  

know. It was incredible. I mean, it, it’s something that cannot be explained, 
you know, I mean, there’s nothing that can explain that moment. There’s no 
doubt in my mind that my mom was there.  

 

MUSIC INTERLUDE – IMAGES OF GROUND ZERO   
NICK:  I think I am angry at a lot of people, my Mom was murdered for no reason  

at all.  My Mom was murdered because she went to work.  
One day I was coming in to school and I was handed a piece of paper “fight for 
the rights of the detainees.” First, I wanted to punch the kid in the face. You 
know? And then I wanted to just go and cry. 'Cause I felt, you know, like who, 
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you know, who is with me?  You know, I go into school and I have to see a 
flyer from some kid, you know? Who’s fighting for the rights of the people 
that killed my mom.  You know? You know, I’m just angry at a lot, a lot of 
people.    

2003   
NICK: I watch a lot of home, home videos lately. And you know, there’s this one video 
of my mom on her birthday. 
 
 VIDEO - NICK’S MOM S 
 

OT:  Making a wish. 
 
MAN SOT:  Go ahead. 
 
NICK’S MOM SOT:  Oh. 
 
MAN SOT:  No, Sydney. 
 
GIRL SOT: No, Sydney, it’s Mommy’s. 
 

NICK: It’s almost like it wasn’t even a birthday for her.  And she got these special  
candles. You know, the ones that keep lighting. My, my sister and I just 
thought it was like, we thought it was like the funniest thing in the world. 
 
SOT  - FAMILY FILM 
 

NICK: You know, she says, oh, it’s, it's better this way 'cause now you get to make  
more wishes. 
  
SOT  - FAMILY FILM 
 
NICK’S MOM SOT:  You get a lot of wishes. Let’s make another wish.   
 

NICK: And so she turns to me and she goes, make a wish. And so I made, I made  
some wish and she goes, you know, you know, what it is? 
 
NICK’S MOM SOT :  What do you, what would you wish?   Tell me, quick, 
tell the camera, quick. 
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NICK: And I was like no, I can’t, like I can’t tell you. Like, you know? It’s gonna ruin  
it. She goes no, no, just like don't worry. Just whisper it to me. 
 
 NICK SOT: I had a great time at camp. (?)  
 
NICK’S MOM SOT: That’s your wish? Do you know what my wish is?  That 
Nicholas has a great time at camp. 
 

NICK:  I wished that I hope you had a good time at camp.  And that’s all she wanted.   
And now, it’s very different. It’s just, it’s nothing now. You know, it’s a lonely 
house; it’s a cold house.  

 
My dad started dating someone.  They got married in I think it was April. And 
my mom is rarely brought up, especially in front of, you know, my dad’s wife, 
Bobbie.  Who is one of my mom’s good friends. So. Yeah, it’s just lonely.  It’s 
just very lonely.   
 
I was (dreaming vividly) in the first dream, was it was more like a dinner, or 
maybe, I don’t know, maybe it was some sort of like kind of a memorial dinner 
for my mom.  And all of a sudden she just shows up. And she doesn’t even, 
she doesn’t say anything. And all that happens is I just go up to her and I just 
hug her.  
 
Like really, really, really tight, for a long time. Just hug her. It was just so nice, 
you know, just to hug her, just to grab her. You know? You know, and just like 
put my face in her hair, just like smell her. (EMOTIONAL) You know?    
 
B ROLL / SOT 

 
 2004   
NICK:  If you had told me 3 years ago that my mother would be dead and that I would  

have almost no contact with my father, that I’d be living on my own, I would 
have told you, you were fucking crazy.  He has neglected his duty as a father to 
allow his children to heal the way they need to, over the way he needs to heal.   
 
And it’s sad that I’m not allowed there anymore, but at the same time it’s, you 
know, I can’t live there anymore. I can’t be there anymore. I was thrown out of 
the house, and so I did what is necessary for me to live. But in general, I don’t 
ever want to touch that money. That money exists because my mom was, you 
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know, murdered in a terrorist attack. You know?  So every time I use that 
money, it’s kind of like shit, like. You know?  
 
You know what I mean? It feels like dirty money to me.  Bloody money. It’s 
bloody money.  

 
B ROLL CONTINUES  - Nick playing squash, at school, Ground Zero 

 

2005  
NICK:  I worked for Lehman Brothers this summer.  I don’t know if that’s what my  

mother would have wanted.  Me, working on Wall Street. But for whatever 
reason, I feel like I need to do that.   
To pick up where she left off.  My mother started at Lehman after college. It 
was her first job out of college.  And about, you know, probably 20-some odd 
people came up to me and said you know, are you Nick Chirls? Yeah.  Was 
your mother Katherine?  And said yeah.  
They said, you know, she was, and then every single person basically had a 
different story.  Every single person had their own story how they knew her.  
And wonderful to hear. Like priceless. Every, single day I went to work, I felt 
close to her.  Being at work, I felt close to her.  You know, just like being in 
her shoes almost.  Especially going to and from work.  
 
Like on the subway, I don’t know why. 'Cause I felt like I was just like I could 
be like sitting next to her on the train.  Like she could walk into like the 
subway at any point in time.  Yeah, I really, really miss her.  I really do.    

 

B ROLL – TIME LAPSE, GROUND ZERO  
WOMAN SOT:  Nicholas Chirls, BA, Economics.   

(CROWD REACTION)  
 

B ROLL CONTINUES   

 

2007   
NICK:  It’s just really odd - my whole life I’ve thought of, I’m gonna work on Wall  

Street. My mother did it, and she loved it, and then kind of realizing maybe 
I’m not my mother. Just like admitting that to yourself.  It’s just, it’s odd and 
it’s also just like upsetting. Six years has gone by and the fact of the matter is 
that I do remember less of my mother. 
 
B ROLL / SOT – FAMILY VIDEO 
 
WOMAN SOT:  Can you kiss Mommy’s hand? (LAUGHS)  
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NICK: Most of the time I think about it and like I’m happy that I’m thinking about it  

because I just like loved her. You know? I just loved her. So when I think 
about her, it’s just comforting at this point. I was really angry at Osama bin 
Laden, (LAUGHS) but now that just seems so absurd to me. Like I don’t know 
him. Like he was responsible for the, the terrible thing that like completely 
changed my life. But like I don’t really know him, I don’t really, I guess I don't 
really hate him.  

 
I did. But that just seems absurd. He’s living in some cave in Afghanistan. Like 
(LAUGHS) I don’t really hate the guy, you know? I guess that’s really when, I 
guess you can start coming to terms with something like that. You know, when 
you start like letting go of the anger and the, you know. Terror, kind of I guess 
of that day.    

2009   
B ROLL / SOT   
 

NICK: A great deal of what, of what my book is about is about… the search for my  
mother, and the search for my real mother. 
 
NICK’s MOM SOT: And what does this one say? 
 

NICK: I only knew my mother at home. That’s how I knew my mother for the first 15  
years of my life. 
 
B ROLL / SOT  
YOUNG NICK SOT: I love you, Mommy. 
YOUNG NICK SOT: Say ‘no’  
 

NICK: And at home, she was our family. You know, she was the glue in our family, 
and she was kind and giving and funny, and you know, everything that she was great. 
 

B ROLL CONTINUES / SOT   
 
WOMAN SOT: Are you doing to me what I do to you, Nick? 
 
NICK SOT: Umm Hmmm 
 

NICK:  I went to work on Wall Street because, you know, I wanted to be more like my  
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mother and follow in her footsteps. And, and I think that for me, recognizing 
that it’s not what I want to do with my life was important. And I think that 
allowing myself to, to accept that my mother would have been proud of me no 
matter what I do is, is important.    

 
B ROLL / SOT   

NICK:  Somehow, we had dinner together. A dinner, one dinner. Which was like a big  
deal.  And then we decided to have another dinner.  And it eventually became a 
weekly dinner over the past year. And now, I like have a father again. 
  

NICK:  I said, these are the things that I think you did wrong. You didn't let your kids  
heal. You shouldn’t have gotten married as early as you did. And I think he 
finally was able to let go of some of his pride and say, you’re right.  
 
You’re right.  I’m sorry.  And that’s all I needed, you know?  I think that I held 
him to like this incredible unrealistic standard as a father. And I think that 
creating more realistic idea of who my mother was has allowed me to accept 
my father as a more realistic human being.   
 
You know, he’s my father, but he’s also just a human being, a guy that lost his 
wife and his, his best friend.  

 

 
B ROLL / SOT – FAMILY VIDEO 
 
NICK SOT: (Singing Happy Birthday) 
 

NICK:  Our whole family was broken.  And I think that over time, we found a way to  
come back together and make it work without her.  Without my mother.  

 

MUSIC INTERLUDE / B ROLL / SOT     
NICK VO: Everyone heals in a completely different way.   
 

 

NICK VO:  I don't think I would be where I am now without going through all of the  
different steps of the process. If you accept that process, I think you end up in a 
much better spot – land on your feet.  Think I’ve landed on my feet.  

 

CREDITS  
SOT Sound On Tape. Usually means primary interviews or primary sound from a main characters or person. 
VO   Voice Over  B	Roll  secondary footage that adds meaning to a sequence  


