
REBIRTH  Brian Short Film                                                                                                        Transcript 

 1 

 
 

Content of Film: Words and Image Themes 
BRIAN LYONS: We’re having a meeting in the office, and someone got a  

page over their pager saying the Twin Towers been hit.  
 
So we just went upstairs to like the 30th floor. We were on like the 15th floor at 
the time, and you could look out the window, sure enough. We, we’re seeing the 
north face of the, of the north tower, big flames coming out of it, black smoke.  

 

AUDIO ONLY - RADIO VO: This just in to our newsroom. A plane has  
crashed into the World Trade Center. 

 

BRIAN:  I knew my brother was working. He, he worked at Squad  
41, he was a rescue unit in South Bronx. So I knew he was working that day 
‘cause I talked to him earlier in the day.  

 

AUDIO ONLY - WOMAN VO: Oh, my god, the building fell. Oh, my god.  
The building just fell.  The entire World Trade Center on the, the south building 
just fell.  

 

BRIAN: We called some emergency rooms, trying to call the fire  
house. We can’t get nobody. I’m like you know what? Let me go get some of 
Michael’s gear and I’ll go down.  

 

MAN/WO VO: That is the second tower.  That is the second tower. It just went 
down. A huge column of smoke that came out of the middle of the building. And 
then the building just disappeared in the smoke.   

 

BRIAN:  When you got to 14th St. on the FDR Drive, it was like -thick  
with smoke, you couldn’t even see. Just dust, it was like you could smell it.  You 
were just going right into the war zone.   
 
If there was a chief or something, I would just ask him, what do you need? Do 
you need a machine; I’ll get it for you. I just kind of jumped right in. Used some 
of my, you know, construction experience or, you know, because it was chaos.   

 

MUSIC INTERLUDE – VIDEO MONTAGE, GROUND ZERO   
BRIAN:  The first two weeks we, we believed in life. It was still search and  

rescue.    
 

BRIAN:  We all were at a very good pace there. Everyone was at that same  
pace, search and rescue. We were at that pace. And then whatever night, I went 
to sleep at 3AM, I woke up, took a shower, and when I went back out to the site.  
I took a shower at the Red Cross thing, whatever. 

 

BRIAN:  When I walked back out to the site.  And just remember, it was 8  
o’clock, and the sun was out, it was a nice sunny day. And you could just tell the 
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whole; the whole site was at a different pace. It was at one notch down. Much 
slower. Like everyone just knew, there really isn’t no one alive now.    
MUSIC INTERLUDE – SHOTS OF GROUND ZERO   

BRIAN:  Mid-March I was staying down there pretty much every day. I would  
call my wife, listen, we, it looks like we’re finding a lot of people today. I think 
I’m gonna stay. You know, and sure enough, I’m out there with them and the 
machine digs up (CLEARS THROAT) and here comes this halligan out.  
 
That’s a crowbar that the firemen use. Has Squad 41 written on it. And I knew 
my brother was carrying his halligan that day. So that that was the one he was 
carrying. It was just like unbelievable. It was freezing cold that day, it was 
raining.  

 
And then right when we found this stuff, the rain turned to snow. And it’s 
snowing. And there’s a couple of us from Squad 41, we’re sitting there on top of 
this pile, it was snowing. We’re like yeah, you know, this, this is the moment 
right here, man. Unbelievable. 

 
 
 

  2003   
BRIAN:  During the recovery, we spent a good year like removing debris. It was tearing 
things down all the time, tearing pieces down, putting them on trucks and getting them 
out of here. Finally we came to the phase where now we’re gonna be building things. 
 

MUSIC UP – B ROLL / SOT GROUND ZERO ACTIVITY 
 

BRIAN: What they needed for me to do down there as project manager for the PATH  
restoration project, I fitted into that.  We actually were taking stuff and pouring 
concrete and putting metal onto it, and, and erecting something out of the 
ground. Like we would say, and out of the ground she comes.   
 
B ROLL – TIME LAPSE, CONSTRUCTION    
 

BRIAN:  Every morning when I leave the house and I go in to tuck the girls in, I would  
imagine Michael - like every day I’d do it, tucking his two girls in. It’s just like a 
funny feeling. Like I’m tucking them in, but it’s something like he’s actually 
tucking his girls in at the same time I’m doing mine. I, I always think of that. 
‘Cause he, he missed out on that now.   
 
B ROLL – TIME LAPSE, CONSTRUCTION    
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BRIAN:  You know, the day that train opened, it was like the greatest accomplishment  
of my working history, you know?   
 

BRIAN:  Today is a, it’s a good day that, you know, this is Phase One, or you know, I  
keep saying it’s Phase One, but it’s, it’s an accomplishment, it’s finally working. 
You know, this, this is, this project is done, so I feel, I feel really good. I know 
Mike’s looking down real proud about that.  

2004   
MUSIC INTERLUDE / B ROLL  

 
BRIAN:  Things starting to affect me now.  You know, I was out of the mainstream at  

Ground Zero and starting a new job.  Then all of a sudden, things just started 
happening. Started, you know, dreaming about different items, and different 
events that happened. You get flashes of like little, certain items, like climbing a 
staircase, seeing what you seen on a rooftop, a piece of an airplane wing.  
 
Body parts, that, that type of thing, you know? You know, the digging up of 
bodies and human, human remains. You know, If I see an old shoe or something 
that’s ripped up like on the side of the road, that’s like ‘whoa’, I get like just a, a 
reminder, we, we would see a lot of that down there when you were, when you 
were excavating. You know, now, probably some of this emotion, you know, is 
coming out, you know what I mean?   
 
It’s like, you know, and days will go by I don’t miss my brother. This morning I 
had to go to Home Depot, two brothers pulled up right next to me. Got out of the 
car, going in to get plywood or something. Right away I missed my brother. You 
know, I would enjoy that. Sometimes we would go to Home Depot, we’d get out, 
I would help him with something, we’d talk about things. You know? Was just 
this morning right away, felt that, that emptiness this morning.  I don’t think I 
even started to heal yet.  
 
Like I just started to open the envelope, saying yeah, I think there’s some 
problems here, got to start to try to heal a little bit. Start to look inward, see 
what’s going on. I, I think I got a ways to go.    

 

MUSIC INTERLUDE / B ROLL SOT  MONTAGE  
2005  
B ROLL / SOT “Like you did last time.  You sad?”  
 
BRIAN :  I was diagnosed this year with PDSD - post traumatic stress syndrome. My  
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eyes are very, very weird –looking sometimes. I’m on some medication. I take 
(clozipan) and some (resperidol) you know what I mean?  I go for therapy once a 
week.  Some of the symptoms are like anger and, and screaming out and like, so 
like at work you’d be yelling at the workers more.  
 
You know, sleeping in my car because I was having arguments with my wife. So 
I’d sleep out in the driveway some nights.  And then I had a new job, and you 
know, you go in, you don’t know anybody. Your feelings are all over the place. 
You, you know, you’re trying to get involved with new people and see how they 
act, react to you. And you know, that type of whole type of thing. I think it’s fate 
that I’m there, at Ground Zero.  
 
The things that happened at my last job, why I left, was all fate for me to get 
down to Ground Zero again. We’re up on 60th floor of a building every day, I can 
look right down into the pit, I always look over to where I found his remains.  
 
So it’s like every day it’s like I think of him.  The bottom of the pit is a spiritual 
place. It’s like really weird. So when we start building the Freedom Tower, you 
know, I’ll be at the bottom. And it, it’ll give you, give me strength or energy, or 
you know, the, and that’s the way I look at it.   
B ROLL / SOT  - GROUND ZERO, FREEDOM TOWER 
 
MAYOR BLOOMBERG SOT : (MID-STATEMENT) on that terrible day. And 
now we honor them by beginning to raise the Freedom Tower into New York 
skies. It will be an emblem of our city in concrete and steel. It will show New 
York City’s determination to remember, renew, and rebuild. Inspiring, soaring, 
and undefeated.  
 
B ROLL CONTINUES / MONTAGE  

 

2007   
 

B ROLL / SOT  LYON’S HOUSE 
 
BRIAN  SOT : I’m out of therapy now, I don’t take medication no more.  It’s a 
curable thing. Which is a good thing (LAUGHS). You know, it lasted a couple of 
years, so you know, I got over that now. 
 
BRIAN  SOT :  This is my brother’s fireman coat that I wore down to the site on 
9-11.   
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GIRL SOT:  It’s a little big. 
  
BRIAN  SOT :  Yeah. Still have map of Ground Zero in there, find out where the 
buildings fell.  What else I got in here?  Glove.  Oh, this thing. 
  
GIRL SOT:  A pen this thing, what’s this thing? 
 
BRIAN  SOT :  The light I used to get around during the night and everything. 
 
GIRL SOT :  What about this thing? 
 
BRIAN  SOT :  Yeah, we used that, put this on us in case we got trapped.   
 
GIRL SOT :  And this? 
 
BRIAN  SOT : It’s a pen.  See look? Nine, twelve oh-one. Issued the, the 
drawing to go searching for different things. 
 

BRIAN :  The healing is, you know, I guess it’s there somewhere or another, you know,  
you just, you, you’re over your, you know, brother’s death, sibling’s death or 
whatever. But you know, you remember it.  
 
GIRL SOT :  How come it’s 9-12-01? 
  
BRIAN  SOT :  'Cause it was the morning after. We all got together, had a big 
meeting, 9 o’clock meeting.   
 

BRIAN : There’s guys I worked with for a whole year. They didn't even know 'til today 
that I lost my brother.  'Cause when they were, some of them started, were complaining 
about cleaning up, and I said listen.  Do you know where you’re working?  Like 2800 
people died here, ok? And on Tuesday, all their family members are gonna come here.  
 

This is the only place that they have to go. 'Cause they didn't find them.  So you 
got your crap laying all over the place, so you might as well clean it up for them, 
all right? You know, you’re not just here because, you know, you’re beating your 
chest last week, you’re building like the Freedom Tower. So do you know why 
you’re doing that?  Because, like the other ones fell down.  (LAUGHS) So, you 
know, remember where you are once in awhile.    
SINGING / SOT  / B ROLL   
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BRIAN : God bless my wife, she’s been through a lot of stuff.  She has been an angel for 
all the things that I’ve been putting her through.  And you know, she has sacrificed a lot 
of stuff.  You know, early on, we were trying to have another child, and then 9-11 came, 
and that kind of blew all that out of the water type of thing. 'Cause I wasn’t home. And 
stress. And then you get older, and then, you know, you get too old, and then you miss 
that opportunity.  And I think that had happened with us. 
 
 
  2009   

B ROLL / SOT  BRIAN  
MUSIC INTERLUDE- MONTAGE 

 
BRIAN : To be honest with you, you wake up one day and you realize, hey, my life’s 
almost over and you know, what am I doing here? And you know, where am I going with 
it ? And you know, I’ve been on one thing focused so desperately.  
 

What about the rest of my life or my goals that I wanted to do?   
 
I’m just lucky that I’m grateful for what I have. 
You know what I mean. 
 
WOMAN SOT : We are go down first.   
 

BRIAN : I have a job that I enjoy going to work, you know? I have a beautiful  
wife and family I can go home to.   
There’s not a lot more you can ask in life itself, you know what I mean, unless 
you’re like the King of England, and I, and I don’t even know if he’s a happy 
guy. 

 

MUSIC INTERLUDE / B ROLL / SOT     
BRIAN  VO: I have hope - it’s all gonna work. It’s all gonna be good at the end  

of the day. We’ll teach our children what had happened. The economy will get 
better, and hopefully the world will be a better place when we finish. That’s all 
you can hope for. And that you live a nice, long, happy life. 

 

CREDITS   
SOT Sound On Tape. Usually means primary interviews or primary sound from a main characters or person. 
VO   Voice Over 
B	Roll  secondary footage that adds meaning to a sequence  


