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On the right: Celebrating the conclusion of The Campaign for Georgetown: For Generations to Come with a banner on 
Lauinger Library; on the left: banner detail. Photos by Michael Matason.

A Million to One

cont inued  on page  2

The Campaign for Georgetown: For Generations to Come, concluded successfully! 
The entire Georgetown community came together during the ten years of the 
campaign to allow us, literally and metaphorically, to open many doors. The 
University Library raised nearly $24 million in gifts, pledges, and gifts-in-kind! 
Future generations of students, faculty, alumni/ae and community members will 
be ever grateful to you, our donors. You have made it possible for us to continue to 
offer exceptional resources and services; to anticipate (and have funds for) emerging 
disciplines; to plan for and renovate spaces for contemporary uses; and to enhance 
our University’s already stellar reputation with extraordinary, one-of-a-kind special 
collections held only at Georgetown.

We are fortunate to have a global community to raise funds for our library.  This 
suggests to me the power of numbers:  the interest in our library is robust and 
widespread.  Hundreds of people have accounted for the millions of dollars raised 
in our funding efforts. I am proud of and grateful for your support because each one 
of your gifts will help transform the Library for the better, and in turn enable the 
library to transform the University.

F R O M  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  L I B R A R I A N
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Being an optimist, I never thought that our chances of achieving 
such a great fundraising conclusion were a million to one. 
Instead, one—each and every one of you—should feel like a 
million, because your gifts, individual or pooled, will have an 
impact in millions of ways, on the millions who comprise the 
“generations to come.”

Just as there is, and always will be, something for everyone in 
the University Library, so too is there some proprietorship for 
everyone who supports the Library—your library.  Perhaps you 
yourself have benefited firsthand from our resources; perhaps it ’s 
your friends or family who have done so.  Perhaps it ’s true that 
it ’s better to give than to receive. But individual giving affects 
two lives—the one who receives and the one who gives. It ’s 
through the Library that one can investigate a million ideas with 
our four million holdings. The freedom to read and do research 
permits millions of people to develop new concepts, accept or 
discard old ones, and reinforce the power of one person to create 
the change that will be worth millions—for generations to come.

Thank you a million times over.

A summary of your generous gifts to the Library during the campaign. To see the ac-
complishments of the campaign across the University, please visit giving.georgetown.
edu/giving-news/generations-campaign-breaks-fundraising-records.
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ROMAN “HOLIDAY”
The Georgetown University Library was pleased to 
welcome Dr. Adam Wisniewski, Librarian at the 
Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome, to DC this 
summer. Adam was on “holiday” from his duties at the 
Pontifical Biblical Institute, which closed for several 
weeks at the end of the summer.

At Georgetown, Adam spent nearly two weeks in a 
research-work-fellowship program to supplement 
his course in library science at the Vatican Library.  
Members of the Library staff planned a rigorous 
schedule for Adam!  He spent 8-hour days learning 
about the work and processes of each department, 
and devoted extra time on assessment methodologies, 
preservation, digitization, technology, and multimedia 
production.

The ”Biblicum” Library, like the other Pontifical Libraries in Rome, is arranged and 
administered very differently from an American research university library. Part of 
Adam’s work practicum at Georgetown was to understand the differences and learn 
about collaborative programs of the Washington Research Library Consortium and 
the Association of Research Libraries; Georgetown is a member of both. We also 
believe it was enlightening to Adam to understand the technical services in the U.S. 
that facilitate workflow, for greater emphasis on end-user needs. His daily schedule 
was rigorous, but Adam endured it all with deep interest, good cheer, and greater 
understanding of librarianship.  

We are grateful to the Office of the President for sponsoring Adam’s visit and to 
the Jesuit Community for hosting him at the Wolfington Residence. 

Miriam Nickerson, Development Director for the Library, retired this August after 
guiding our campaign fundraising through The Campaign for Georgetown with 
resounding success. 

“Miriam was and is the consummate professional--easy to work with, devoted to 
the library and its mission, focused on projects, willing to do any and all tasks to 
assure maximum achievement for the library. In addition to all these wonderful 
attributes, Miriam was a fine relationship-builder, expanding the library’s visibility 
to an ever-wider community. She captured the enthusiasm of many and became 
a close advocate, with the GU Library Board, of innovative ideas and creative 

OUR THANKS

cont inued  on page  11
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This fall the Fairchild Gallery features the exhibition Color in Relief: Woodblock Prints from Origins to Abstraction. 
This exhibition is a celebration of color, specifically as achieved by artists working in the medium of woodblock 
printing. The art of carving into wood to create a two dimensional image which can be used to create multiple 
impressions is the oldest form of graphic art. Color in Relief presents over 40 examples of this printmaking 
technique. The exhibition is not a comprehensive survey, but an overview of some of the high points in the 
medium’s development, with emphasis on American prints of the twentieth century.

Although color woodblock printing was known in Asia from at least the 8th century, it was also invented 
independently in Europe around 1400. The technique was soon adapted for use in the new printing press, and 
the earliest color press-printed book illustrations co-existed with traditional methods of hand coloring.

The 16th century introduced the 
innovation of the chiaroscuro woodcut, 
in which subtle variations in tone create 
images with shadows and highlights 
that seek to reproduce drawings and 
watercolors. While the chiaroscuro 
technique produced some stunning results, 
it was soon eclipsed by engravings as the 
preferred method for reproducing artwork.

Meanwhile, in isolated Japan, artists were 
developing color woodblock printing in a 
different direction: instead of illustrating 
books or reproducing paintings, prints 
became works of art in their own right. 
A pinnacle of Japanese color woodblock 
printing was achieved in the ukiyo-e 
prints of the late Edo period. When these 
masterpieces became known to artists in 
Europe after the opening of Japan, they 
inspired the Impressionists, engendered 
Japonisme, and set the groundwork for a 
back-and-forth exchange of influence that 
lasted throughout the Arts and Crafts 
period.

COLOR IN RELIEF: WOODBLOCK PRINTS...

Die Näherin [The Seamstress], Emil Orlik (1870 - 1932), 1900. Color woodcut, 165 x 157. 
Art Collection Purchase, 1992.17.3

4
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...FROM ORIGINS TO ABSTRACTION

Flight, 1982. Color woodcut, 16/25, 31 x 514 mm, Art Collection Purchase, 2002.8.7

In the United States, color woodblock prints were introduced to the broader public during the Depression, 
when government-sponsored art projects made use of many printmaking techniques both to further New Deal 
ideologies and to keep artists working. Many American artists who participated in the Federal art programs 
then became early members of the brand-new American Abstract Artists group in 1936. Now celebrating 
its 80th anniversary, the AAA was the wellspring of the abstract art movement in America, and printmaking 

was a focus of experimentation and innovation 
for its artists. They explored the expressive 
qualities of color, form, and the woodblock 
itself, bringing together age-old and innovative 
techniques that continue to move this age-old 
medium forward.

You can visit the exhibition virtually at library.
georgetown.edu/exhibition/color-relief-wood-
block-prints-origins-abstraction.
--LLW and CER

5

A gallery talk on November 17 featured a panel discussion with, from left to right: 
Terry Parmelee, artist and printmaker; James Gross, artist and educator; Ingrid Rose, 
conservator of works on paper; Karen Seibert, representative of the Estate of Werner 
Drewes; and Joann Moser, Senior Curator Emerita, Smithsonian American Art Mu-
seum. University Art Curator LuLen Walker is at the podium. You can watch the gallery 
talk online at library.georgetown.edu/digital/lecture-hall.
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G e o r g e t o w n  W r i t e s :  A l u m n i  i n  P o l i t i c s

On Thursday, October 6 the Library Associates hosted the third annual Georgetown Writes program, 
this year focusing on alumni in politics. 

The event featured a panel discussion with Mike Donilon (C’81, L’91), lawyer and political campaign 
consultant for Vice President Joe Biden, and Mark Salter (C’ 81), author and speechwriter for Senator 
John McCain. It was moderated by Erik Smulson (C’89), Vice President for Public Affairs and Senior 
Adviser to the President at Georgetown University. 

The crowd that was made 
up of Library Associates, 
the Georgetown University 
Library Board, GU students 
and Georgetown community 
enjoyed hearing Salter and 
Donilon’s stories from their 
political careers as well as from 
their time on the Hilltop where 
they met and were roommates. 
See the discussion online at 
library.georegtown.edu/digital/
lecture-hall.

Th e  J e s u i t s  a n d  t h e  P o p e s

On Wednesday, October 26 the Library took the Annual Casey-McIlvane 
Memorial Lecture to the Cornell Club in New York City. John W. O’Malley, 
S.J. spoke about his newest book, The Jesuits and the Popes: A Historical Sketch of 
Their Relationship. Fr. O’Malley is a professor in Georgetown’s Department of 
Theology and the author of seven books and nearly 100 articles on the Re-
naissance, early modern Catholicism, the Society of Jesus, the papacy and the 
Second Vatican Council.

The Casey-McIlvane Endowed Library Lecture Fund was established in 
memory of Francis L. Casey, Jr., C’50, L’53, and in honor of the Reverend 
Donald W. McIlvane, F’46 through the generous joint gift of Nancy McIlvane Del Genio, F’82 and the 
late Roseanne McIlvane Casey, S’79.

EVENTS
L I B R A R Y  A S S O C I AT E S

6

200799_text.indd   6 12/14/16   5:28 PM



L IBRARY.GEORGETOWN.EDU/ASSOCIATES

At the Scholarly Communication 
symposium this fall, Online Piracy: 
Why Sci-Hub is Disrupting Scholarly 
Publishing, our speakers addressed 
online piracy of scholarly publications 
and the issues raised by the 
unprecedented growth of pirate sites 
like Sci-Hub, with more 58,000,000 
copyrighted articles freely available.

Speakers included:
• Heather Joseph, Executive Director, SPARC
• Meg Oakley, Director, Copyright & Scholarly Communication,   
 Georgetown University Library
• Lui Simpson, Executive Director, International Copyright    
 Enforcement and Trade Policy, Association of American Publishers

Following the speakers’ presentations, there was lively discussion among 
publishers, researchers, editors, and librarians on the legal and moral issues 
raised by online piracy and the future of scholarly publishing. The discussion was 
moderated by Richard Brown, Director of the Georgetown University Press.

To watch the event online visit library.georgetown.edu/scholarly-communication/
symposia.

From left to right: Heather Joseph, Lui Simpson, and Meg Oakley

 Photo by D
avid H

agen

ONLINE PIRACY
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Upcoming 
Events

Monday, January 30, 
2017

The Jesuits and the Popes: 
A Historical Sketch
Jesuit Heritage Week 2017
John W. O’Malley, S.J.
Professor of Theology, 
Georgetown

Thursday, March 23, 
2017

The Annual Tanous Family 
Lecture
America’s Energy Challeng-
es and Solutions: The Post 
Election Equation
Spencer Abraham, 10th 
United States Secretary of 
Energy

Detail, front cover, The Jesuits and the 
Popes
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This year’s Marino Family 
International Writers’ 
Academic Workshop featured 
Aminatta Forna’s The Hired 
Man, a powerful novel about 
the indelible effects of war 
and the memories that stir 
beneath the silence of a quiet 
Croatian town.

Each year all incoming 
freshman and transfer 
students read a text by a 
major international author 
in the summer before their 

arrival at Georgetown. The author of the selected text comes to 
Georgetown at the start of the fall semester to discuss the novel and a 
life of writing with the students. This year, as has been the case twice 
before, the author has also held a similar program at Georgetown’s 
Qatar campus as well as an event in London for UK alumni and 
friends.

Author Aminatta Forna is currently 
the Lannan Visiting Chair of Poet-
ics at Georgetown University and 
Professor of Creative Writing at 
Bath Spa University. She is a Fellow 
of the Royal Society of Literature 
and a member of the Folio Academy, 
and has acted as judge for a number 
of literary awards. The Workshop 
is sponsored by Frederick Marino 
(SLL’68) and his family in honor of 
his father, Joseph Marino.

MARINO WORKSHOP
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In Memoriam
The Library will greatly miss Nicholas B. 
Scheetz, who passed away at home in 
Newport, Rhode Island on October 29, 
2016.

Nicholas was Manuscripts Librarian 
at Georgetown for many years, and 
helped the Library to secure many of the 
books and manuscript collections that 
form the core of its Special Collections. 
Many readers of this Newsletter knew 
him well or perhaps met and enjoyed a 
literary chat with him at one of the many 
symposiums, exhibition openings, and 
lectures in which he played so large a 
part. After retiring from Georgetown, 
Nicholas began work to launch The 
Nicholas B. Scheetz Center for the 
Study of Rare Books and Manuscripts at 
Fairfield University in Connecticut as a 
tribute to his friend, Jeffrey von Arx, S.J., 
president of Fairfield.

“Nick was much beloved at George-
town University. Nick’s genius for 
building both relationships and collec-
tions will continue to bear fruit for years 
to come,” says John Buchtel, Director 
of the Booth Family Center for Special 
Collections. “He often used to say, 
‘Book talk is the best kind of talk.’ We 
will miss engaging in book talk with 
him.”

Condolences can be left at http://oneill-
hayes.com. Our thoughts and condo-
lences are with Nicholas’s family.

Author Aminatta Forma speaks to the incoming George-
town class in Fall 2016
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STAFF EXCELLENCE

The Library awarded its annual staff excellence awards in June to recognize individuals and teams for extraordinary contri-
butions to the Library’s goals. Recipients are nominated by their colleagues and selected by a panel of last year’s winners. 
This year’s awardees (from left to right) are: Jill Hollingsworth, Katherine Thomas, Jennifer Boettcher, Melissa Jones, Michael 
Scott, Maura Seale, and Jason Brock. Awardees not pictured are Gene Law, Vani Murthy, and Mark Winek.

The Georgetown University Archives marks the 200th anniversary of its founding in 
2016.  As part of the celebration of this anniversary, a series of four online exhibits 
have looked at Georgetown at 50-year intervals, starting in 1816, the year the Ar-
chives was established.  Drawing upon records which the Archives preserves and 
makes available for use, the four exhibits as a whole trace the growth of Georgetown 
as a school and as a place between 1816 and 1966.

The last in the series of four online exhibits examines aspects of Georgetown in 
1966, including academic life, campus development, and attitudes towards women 
who at that time could enroll in every school except the College of Arts and Sci-
ences. You can go back in time to 1966 by visiting library.georgetown.edu/exhibition/
georgetown-1966-online-exhibit-university-archives.

9

GEORGETOWN IN 1966

Program cover from the School of 
Medicine’s 1966 Pregraduation 
Exercises.
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Two exhibitions this fall celebrate the life of Margaret Bonds (1913-1972) 
and showcase music manuscripts, correspondence, photos and documents 
from her papers, now housed in the Booth Family Center for Special Col-
lections. The exhibitions, curated by Prof. Anna Harwell Celenza, showcase 
Margaret Bonds: Composer and Activist in the Leon Robbin Gallery, and ex-
plore Bonds’ lifetime collaboration with the poet Langston Hughes in Mar-
garet Bonds and Langston Hughes: A Musical Friendship in the Special Collec-
tions Gallery.

Toward the end of her life, Margaret Bonds reflected on the day she discov-
ered the poetry of Langston Hughes (1902-1967). It was in 1929, her first 
year as a music student at Northwestern University:

I was in this prejudiced university, this terribly prejudiced place…. I was looking 
in the basement of the Evanston Public Library where they had the poetry. I came 
in contact with this wonderful poem, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers,” and I’m sure 

it helped my feelings of security. Because in that poem he tells how great the black man is. And if I had any misgiv-
ings, which I would have to have – here you are in a setup where the restaurants won’t serve you and you’re going to 
college, you’re sacrificing, trying to get through school – and I know that poem helped save me.

Hughes wrote “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” in 1920 while traveling on 
a train from Cleveland to Mexico. It was published one year later in the 
literary journal Crisis, and again in 1926 as part of his first poetry collec-
tion The Weary Blues. This was the book Bonds discovered. Its musical title 
spoke to her right away, and over the next four decades she and Hughes 
forged an artistic bond based on mutual respect, genuine affection and a 
shared enthusiasm for new creative challenges. 

You can follow the course of their musical friendship and see more of 
Bonds’s life story by visiting the two exhibitions online at 
library.georgetown.edu/exhibitions. 

The Library partnered with the Department of Music’s first Friday Music 
Series of the season on September 23. A concert with soprano Marlissa 
Hudson and pianist Marvin Mills featured selections of Margaret Bonds’ 
music, and Dr. Celenza was joined by Dr. Tammy L. Kernodle, Profes-
sor of Music, Miami University in Ohio at Lauinger Library to discuss 
Margaret Bonds and the exhibitions. That discussion can be seen online at 
library.georgetown.edu/digital/lecture-hall.

Margaret Bonds Publicity Photo (1956), taken 

by Carl Van Vechten.

Margaret Bonds and Langston Hughes, 

autograph manuscript of the SATB choral ar-

rangement of “The Negro Speaks of Rivers,” 

prepared by Bonds especially for the Lincoln 

University Glee Club and dated September 13, 

1963.

COMPOSER AND ACTIVIST
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NATIONAL DIGITAL STEWARDSHIP RESIDENT
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Georgetown University Library is delighted to announce Joseph 
Carrano as the Georgetown University Library’s 2016-2017 Na-
tional Digital Stewardship Resident for Bring It All Home: Build-
ing Digital Preservation Processes for Digital Preservation Platforms. 
During his residency, Carrano will develop and enhance the Li-
brary’s digital preservation processes and workflows to consolidate 
the Library’s digital assets and prepare them for submission into 
APTrust and HathiTrust preservation platforms.

Carrano comes to Georgetown from the University of Maryland 
Libraries, Metadata Services Department where he was a Gradu-
ate Assistant. He received dual Master’s Degrees from the Univer-
sity of Maryland in Library Science and History, specializing in 
archives, records, and information management. He received his 
Bachelor’s degree from the University of Connecticut where he 
majored in History and Political Science.

The Georgetown University Library is one of five institutions 
awarded one of these 2016-2017 grants. The grant is funded by 
the Library of Congress and the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services and was highly competitive. The intent of the program 
is to develop “the next generation of stewards to collect, man-
age, preserve and make accessible our digital assets.”  Residents 
work within their host institutions on digital stewardship projects, 
allowing them to learn hands-on about the life-cycle of digital 
preservation from selecting collections for digitization to ensuring 
accessibility over time. Read more about the residency program at www.digitalpreservation.gov/ndsr/.

OUR THANKS, continued
methods of engagement. We owe all of our development successes to Miriam and we will miss her warmth, 
friendship, and collegiality very much,” says University Librarian Artemis Kirk. 

As her parting gift, Miriam generously donated to Lauinger and Woodstock Libraries a marvelous collection 
of books on Jewish history and Judaism. The collection boasts many important works of Holocaust survivor’s 
accounts, histories of Jewish life in various geographic locations from antiquity to the present, and studies on the 
Hebrew Bible, Talmud, Midrash, and Jewish spirituality.  These volumes will support many academic programs 
at Georgetown but especially the scholarship done by the Center for Jewish Studies and the Department of 
Theology.

We wish Miriam Nickerson success and joy in all her future endeavors. Thank you, Miriam!
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The First Edition 
of UtopiaLibraryAssociates

The Georgetown University Library Associates are 
a group of Georgetown alumni, parents and friends 
dedicated to helping the Library shape the creation 
of knowledge, conserve culture for posterity and 
transform learning and research. To learn more, 
contact us at 202-687-7446 or visit us at: 

library.georgetown.edu/associates

Did you miss one of our Library Associates events? 
You can find full-length videos online in the Digital 
Georgetown section of our website. Go to 
www.library.georgetown.edu/digital/lecture-hall.

Thomas More dated the dedication to this, the very rare first edition of 
Utopia, 500 years ago on the 1st of November. The Library’s copy was 
purchased in 1892, as part of the library of John Gilmary Shea. See more 
about the anniversary online in the exhibition 500 Years of Utopia, at 
library.georgetown.edu/exhibitions.
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