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Law- Center 
tuitio·n to 
• increase 
six percent 

by Nicholas C. Erickson, 2L 
Law Weekly 

Tuition at the Law Center will be 
increased for the 2005-2006 academic 
year by 6.12 percent, from $33,055 to 
$35,080. This is the second consecutive 
year the Law Center's tuition has 
increased by at least 6 percent. This 
continues the trend of increasing 
tuition at more than double the nation
al rate of inflation. In fact, over the 
course of the last five years, tuition at 
the Law Center has increased over 25 
percent (it was only $28,040 in 2001-
2002). 

David Greenberg, chief financial 
officer of the Law Center, explained 
that most large law schools increased 
their tuition about six percent last year 
and points out that Georgetown is still 
only the 13th most expensive law 
school in the country. He stated that 
the current increase of $2,035 per stu
dent will help maintain the quality of 

See TUITION INCREASE, page 3 
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Yushchenko speaks at Gaston Hall 
by Rita Alonso, LL.M. 

Law Weekly 

On Monday, April 4, Georgetown 
students attended a historic lecture in 
Gaston Hall by the Ukraine's recently
elected President Viktor Yushchenko. 

President Yushchenko won the 
Ukrainian elections in two rounds of 
voting held during the months of 
November and December 2004. The 
elections were first celebrated on 
November 21 in a tense and controver
sial atmosphere that included the diox
in poisoning of Yushchenko. 

Although the official tabulators of 
the first election results declared Prime 
Minister Viktor Y anukovych the win
ner, Yushchenko, supported by several 
international observers, contested the 
results and denounced the elections as 
rigged. In protesting the results, 
Yushchenko led thousands of his coun
trymen and women through the streets 
of Kiev for more than two weeks, 
amidst the freezing Ukrainian weather. 
This action has become known as the 
Orange Revolution. These events led 
the Ukrainian Supreme Court to annul 
the results of the first election and to 
order a second round. Yushchenko sub
sequently won the second round with 
approximately 52 percent of the vote to 
Yanukovych's 44 percent. 

Yushchenko's visit to Georgetown 

Photo courtesy of The Hoya 

"No price of 
freedom can 
be excessive" 

Viktor 
Yushchenko 

This week marked Yushchenko's first visit to the U.S. since becoming president. 

formed part of his first official state visit 
to the United States since becoming 
president of Ukraine. The Ukrainian 
president also met with President 
George W. Bush and addressed a joint 
meeting of Congress, each effort aimed 
at gaining U.S. support for his vision of 
a democratic Ukraine. As Anya 
Tymofyeyeva, an LL.M student at the 
Law Center noted, "you could tell that 
this was an important trip for him 
because he came with the most relevant 
. people of his cabinet." 

At the lecture, a sense of the impor
tance of Yushchenko's presence in the 

United States was felt by attendees. The 
corridors of the Gaston Hall were filled 
forty minutes before the scheduled 
starting time, with attendees forming 
long lines trying to get translation 
devices. Fifteen minutes before the con
ference started, there was a very large 
audience both sitting and standing. 

. Many present were Ukrainians wearing 
several orange t-shirts or scarves. 

Viktor Yushchenko entered Gaston 
Hall with his wife Caterina at his side 
and guided by the University President 

See YUSHCHENKO, page 4 

Aznar addresses NATO at Law- Center Hotne Court 
by Rita Alonso, LL.M. 

Law Weekly 

On Tuesday, April 5, Mr. Jose 
Maria Aznar, former president of 
Spain, and current distinguished 
scholar in the practice of global lead
ership at Georgetown University 
delivered a lecture in Hart 
Auditorium on the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NA TO). As a 
professor of Contemporary 
European Politics and Transatlantic 
Relations at Georgetown's Walsh 
School of Foreign Service, Aznar has 
often spoken on the university's 
main campus. This was his firs t 
time, however, to directly addressed 
members of the Law Center commu
nity. 

Aznar began by recalling the dif
ficult birth of NATO. After World 
War II, the Europeans faced the 
arduous task of persuading the 
United States to crea te an offensive 
barrier to the USSR. They succeeded. 
In 1949, NATO was created with the 

Photos courtesy of Georgetown University 

Jose Maria Aznar pictured during an address at Georgetown University earlier 
this year. Aznar discussed the function and history of NATO with members of 
the Law Center this past Tuesday. 

goals of maintaining peace and 
defending democracy. European 
countries considered the USSR a 
genuine threat and needed U.S. 
forces to help maintain peace. 
Europe, by itself, did not have the 
military capacity to do so. Aznar 
explained the si tuation clearly by 

quoting Lord Ismay, NATO's first 
secretary general, who referred to 
the core meaning of NATO as "to 
keep the Americans in, the Russians 
out, and the Germans down." 
Moreover, as Aznar pointed out, 

See AZNAR, page 3 

• raises over 
$215,000 for· 
hoineless 

by Peter Tµrk, 1 L 
Law Weekly 

The Law Center's Hoya Lawyas 
put an end to their two year losing 
streak last Wednesday, in front of a 
packed gymnasium at Gonzaga 
High School. By all accounts, Home 
Court 2005 was a success. The versa
tile Dean I Coach I Player Everett 
Bellamy led the Hoya Lawyas to a 
spirited 54-45 victory. Rep. 
Steph anie Tubbs-Jones (D-Ohio) 
coached a congressional squad that 
included Law Center graduate Rep. 
Steph anie Herseth (D-SD), JD '96. 

The student-run charity event 

See HOME COURT, page 9 

Katya/ Argues Before D.C. Special Report: 
Cherry Blossom Festival 

Page 1.1. 
Circuit Court 

Pages 
Remembering John Paul II 

Pages 6-8 

.. 



PAGE 2 GEORGETOWN LAW WEEKLY ,,,.,, _____ T_u_E_s_o_A_Y_,_AP_R_._1_2_T_o_M_o_N_o_A_Y_,_AP_R_._1_s,_2_o_os 

• • • • 
Mass for Pope John Paul II 

There will be a memorial Mass 
for Pope John Paul II on Thursday, 
April 14, at 12:15 p.m., in the Chapel 
of St. Thomas More. There will also 
be a Book of Condolence in the 
Chapel all week for peoples' com
ments. Fr. Ladislas Orsy, SJ, will give 
a presentation on the "Papal Election 
Process" on Tuesday, April 12, at 3:30 
p.m., in Room 207. Campus Ministry 
hopes that you can join us for both 
events. 

• • • • 
Wealth, Creation, Ownership 

and Social Security: A 
Progressive Perspective 

Gene Sperling, contributing 
writer and consultant on the NBC 
television series The West Wing and 
former White House National 
Economic Advisor, will present a lec
ture, titled "Wealth Creation, 
Ownership and Social Security: A 
Progressive Perspective," as part of 
the Marver H. Bernstein Memorial 
Symposium on Governmenta l 
Reform on Tuesday, April 12 at 5:30 
p.m. in 103 Reiss Hall, on Main 
Campus. 

• • • • 
Wellness Promotion 

Join us for our Brown Bag Lunch 
program "Everyday Approaches to 
Stress Management," scheduled for 
Thursday, April 14, noon, in room 
587. Learn some tools and tech
niques that will help you live a less 
s tressful, healthier life. 

There will be a blood drive held 
on Monday, April 18, from 11:15 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. in the Gewirz first floor 
lounge. To schedule your appoint
ment, please contact Karen Pierce, at 
piercekl@/aw.georgetow11.ed11. 

April is Take the Stairs Month. 
See you on the stairs! 

• • • • 
Brownbag Lunch: Disparities in 

Management of Stray and 
Feral Animals 

The Georgetown Student Animal 
Legal Defense Fund is hos ting a 
pane l discussion and brown bag 
luncheon on the disparities in pro
grams for management of stray and 
feral animal populations in the 
United States. The discussion and 
luncheon will be held on 
Wednesday, April 13 in Hotung 1008 
at 3:30 p.m. There will be vegetarian 
food and drinks served, but you are 
welcome to bring your own food as 
well. 

• • • • 
GGSS presents The Mikado or 

The Town of Tipifu 

The Georgetown Gilbert and 
Sullivan Society proudly presents 
The Mikado, or, The Town of Titipu. 
"The Only Theatre Group with It's 
Own Law School"™ will be perform
ing the operetta considered to be 
Gilbert and Sullivan's most popular 
from April 13 - 16, at 8 p.m. in the 
Hart Auditorium. A story set in 
Japan with flirting, execution, and 
schoolgirls, the operetta is also a 
satire of political bureaucracy and 
corruption. Tickets are $10 in 
advance and $12 at the door. (GULC 
student rate: $8 in advance, $10 at 
the door). 

For reservations or questions 
call (202) 662-9270 or email 
ggss@law.georgetown.edu. 

• • • • 
Annual Curriculum 

Open House 

The Law Center's Annual 
Curriculum Open House will be held 
on Wednesday, April 13, from 4 to 6 
p.m., third floor atrium of 
McDonough. Meet with faculty 
members and staff to discuss course 
selections, registration, upperclass 
electives, and career opportunities. 
In addi tion, there will be faculty pan
els on Corporate I Security I Business, 
Public Interest Law, and 
International law. Refreshments will 
be provided. 

• • • • 
"Spring Sparkler" Tasting 

The Law Center Wine Tasters 
presents an end-of-semester "Spring 
Sparkler" tasting. The event will be 
on Thursday, April 21, from 8 to 10 
p.m., on the 12 floor of Gewirz. Open 
to the entire Law Center s tudent 
community on a firs t- come, first
served basis. Space is limited! Please 
RSVP to wi11etast@law.georgetow11.edu 
by 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 19. 
Snacks and non-alcoholic beverages 
will be provided. 

• • • • 
How to Succeed as a 
Summer Associate 

If you are working at a law firm 
this summer, don't miss this compre
hensive program hos ted by OCS, the 
Legal Research & Writing Center, 
and the Law Library. The program is 
designed to help you effectively pre
pare for a summer associate position 
at a law firm and promises to pro
vide a h ost of useful information, 
including: tips on how to conduct 
efficient and thorough legal research 
to impress your employer; advice on 
how to structure and draft a power
ful written piece for a partner or 
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associate; the inside scoop from pre
vious summer associates on what it 
takes to be a successful summer asso
ciate; and guidance from practicing 
a ttorneys on what firms really 
expect. The program will take place 
on Saturday, April 16, at 10:30 a.m. 
(please note: this is a time change!), 
in the Hart Auditorium. Lunch will 
be served so an RSVP is required. 
Please call OCS at 202-662-9300, stop 
by Room 328, or email 
ocsrsvp@law.georgetown.edu (subject 
line: How to Succeed ... ). 

• • • • 
Your Firm - Your Future 

Join members of the Law Practice 
Management of the DC Bar 
Association and the Women's Bar 
Association of the District of 
Columbia for a brown bag program 
on "Your Firm - Your Future: 
Enhancing Success Through 
Professional Development." The 
brownbag will be held on Thursday, 
Apr. 14, from noon to 1 :30 p.m., at 
the D.C. Bar Conference Center. 

For more information about the 
program, please see th e bulle tin 
board outside of OCS. 

• • • • 
A Financial Planner's Guide to 

the Future 

Part three of the exit interv iew 
process for graduating s tudents "A 
Financial Planner's Guide to the 
Future" is being offered by Jon 
Browning, a certified financia l plan
ner from Kurtz, Connor, Browning & 
Phillips, LLC who has provided sim
ilar sessions for other law, medical, 

and dental school graduates. Two 
sessions are scheduled on Tuesday, 
April 19, 3:30 to 5 p.m., in Room 207, 
and 8 to 9:45 p.m., in Rm. 207. No 
need to complete the Advanced Exit 
Workshop: "Life After GULC - A 
Financial Planning Expedition," 
before attending, but completion of 
the workshop and required Exit 
Interview in advance would be most 
beneficial. 

• • • • 
Needed: Old & New 
Books for D.C. Youth 

The Georgetown Children's 
Advocacy Group, Students Against 
the Dea th Penalty, and Criminal 
Jus tice Reform Month are sponsoring 
a book drive to help create a diverse 
lending library for D.C. youth 
detained and committed at Oak Hill 
Juvenile Detention Center. The book 
drive is being conducted in conjunc
ti on with the Juvenile Services 
Program of the Publi( Defender 
Service for the District of Columbia 
in response to the lack of reading 
materials available to the Oak I I ill 
residents. We are seeking books for 
all reading levels (even beginning 
readers) and a ll subject matters 
(including art books, drawing books, 
his tory, novels, science, e tc.) and 
with a particular emphasis on both 
Black and Latino cultures, in new or 
gently used condition. Please drop 
off books at the Crimina l Justice 
Reform Month Table in the Chapel 
Area Mondays, Tuesdays or 
Wednesdays; or in OPICS. 



TUESDAY, APR.12 TO MONDAY, APR.18, 2005 •••• ________ G_E_o_R_G_E_T_o_WN __ L_A_w_WE_E_K_L_Y __ P_A_G_E_3 

Law- Center tuition to rise to $35,080 for 2004-2005 
TUITION INCREASE from page 1 

faculty, staff, and financial aid to which 
students are accustomed. Fifty percent 
of this increase has been earmarked for 
recruitment and retention of Law 
Center faculty and ongoing costs asso
ciated with the two new buildings, the 
Hotung International Law Building 
and the Fitness Center. These building 
costs include staffing the facilities and 
utilities associated with their operation. 
Additionally, 9 percent of the tuition 
increase will go to financial aid. The 
bulk of the remaining portion will go to 
general increases for operational costs 
of the entire Law Center. 

Greenberg acknowledges that a six 
percent increase is something that stu
dents will take note of, but states that 
the Law Center hopes to lower the rate 
of increase over the next four years. 
Furthermore, he believes that the con
struction of the new buildings have not 
yet been reflected in the U.S. News and 
World Report rankings. "There is a lag 
between the construction and the rank
ings, which I believe will make a differ
ence in the future." 

Greenberg also chairs the Finance 
Committee, which is composed of 
Faculty and SBA members. The com
mittee considers funding and budget
ary proposals and makes tuition 
increase recommendations to the dean. 
Dean Aleinikoff then approves the 
increase and passes it along to the 
University's Board of Directors, which 
gives final approval. When considering 
tuition increases, the committee inflates 
the cost of the current plan and adds 
some room for program increases. 

For students concerned with rais
ing the funds needed to pay for the 
tuition increase, the Financial Aid 
Office is available for consultation. 
Every year the Financial Aid Office 
increases the expected budget for the 
upcoming year. Next year's budget is 
$53,900, which includes $38,330 dollars 
for school expenses (books, tuition and 
insurance). Students are permitted to 

borrow up to that budget total without 
much difficulty. However, Financial 
Aid does warn: "live like a student 
now, so you don't have to later." Those 
with loans under the $53,900 level are 
advised to go to Financial Aid to 
request an increase in commercial loans 
through their office. If a student 
increases his I her loans on his I her 
own, the student must also inform the 
Financial Aid Office. More problematic 
situations arise if students exceed the 
budget limit. In that case, students may 
fill out a Budget Increase Form for spe
cific reasons (e.g. medical costs). 

Student reaction to the increase has 
been mixed. Simon Latcovich, 2L, says 
he doesn't have a· huge problem with 
the increase, "so long as there is a corre
sponding increase in the services pro
vided to students." The Law Center has 
only maintained its position as 14th 
best Law School in the U.S. News and 
World Report rankings, the benchmark 
that most law schools use for compari
son. A few students said that they did 
not feel the increase was very signifi
cant, because they are already so far in 
debt that a $2,000 increase would not 
make a difference. Chas Eberle, IL, 
summarizes that viewpoint, comment
ing, "It's all imaginary money anyway." 

Other students were much less 
blase about the cost of legal education. 
"I should have been born earlier," 
laments Jessica Galante, IL, who plans 
on practicing environmental law for 
either the government or a nonprofit. 
She added, "There is no way I can pay 
this; I hope they plan on putting some 
of it into LRAP." When informed of the 
increase, Frances Hartwell, IL, sta ted, 
"You don't like the fact you have to take 
out more money and be more in debt." 
Some students, asking not to be named, 
commented that if the Law Center is 
only ranked 14th nationally in obtain
ing a legal education, then it's adminis
tration should be precluded from rais
ing tuition to a point that is higher than 
14th nationally in tuition costs. 

Georgetown Law Center t1flr1} 
Financial Information , 

ll•'!""'.. !) 

Tuition Rates from 2001-02 through 2005-06 

2001-02 
2002-03 
2003-04 
2004-05 
2005-06 

Tuition 

$28,040 
$29,440 
$30,940 
$33,055 
$35,080 

Percent Change 
from Prior Year 
4.4% 
4.9% 
5.1% 
6.84% 
6.12% 

Most Expensive Law Schools 
Tuition Rankings, Tuition, and Percentage Increase from the Prior Year. 

2003 - 2004 2004 - 2005 

Information provided by Georgetown Unlverstty Low Center 

Aznar calls for NATO to "reinvent itself entirely" 
AZNAR from page 1 

NATO was created not only for mili
tary purposes, but also to serve as a 
deterrent that could preserve democ
racy in the countries of Europe and 
avoid the influe~ce of communism. 

Aznar related h ow NATO, its 
functions and its objectives have 
evolved tremendously since the time 
~he organization was founded. The 
most relevant change suffered by 
NATO occurred when the Berlin 
Wall fell. At that moment, NATO 
country members found themselves 
with the mos t powerful military force 
in the world, and no enemy to deter. 
In Aznar's words, the 1990s were a 
time of disorientation for the organi
zation because its members realized 
th at they "had to change from a 
defendant position to an active one." 
And once again, they did. During 
those years, NATO actively took part 
in several humanitarian interven
tions, including those in Bosnia and 
Kosovo. 

Aznar stated tha t the second 
event affecting the role of NATO in 
global conflicts was the a ttack of 
Sept. 11, 2001. The dramatic terroris t 
action marked the first time a mem
ber of NATO was attacked on its own 

soil by a third party. It was also the 
first time that its members met under 
Article 5 of the treaty and, as a whole, 
considered themselves to be under 
attack. Unfortunately, this coopera
tion did not last long. As Aznar 
pointed out, NATO countries did not 
act collectively in the later conflict in 
Iraq; he commented, "NATO split 
apart and vanished to the side." 

Aznar described three different 
perspectives that exist regarding the 
current relations between the 
European NATO members and the 
United States. According to Aznar, 
some think of it as a loveless mar
riage in which both husband and 
wife live together under the same 
roof, but they no longer think or act 
together. Others compare NATO to 
the relationship between a father and 
his young, rebellious children where 
the father must make enormous 
efforts to keep the children on track. 
Finally, others view the relationship 
between both sides of the Atlantic as 
one of the old business partners hav
ing coffee together - although they no 
longer have any business in common, 
they sit and talk once in a while. 
Aznar said that his view of NATO 
today differs from all three perspec
tives because his view is more opti-

mistic. He argued that NATO is an 
essential organization because it is 
the only forum in which strategic 
global matters can be discussed. In 
order to do so, he said, NA TO needs 
to be proactive and "reinvent itself 
entirely." It has to draft its new goals, 
which in Aznar's view, should be: (1) 
to extend freedom and construct 
democracy in each battle; and (2) to 
deflect terrorism. 

In closing, Aznar averred that if 
NATO pursues the difficult path that 
he proposes, it will keep the organi
zation from falling into the sam e 
leadership credibility problem that 
have plagued the United Nations. In 
his view, NATO will have to face vast 
challenges, including the the revision 
of the Treaty of Washington. While 
Aznar admitted that task is hard, he 
ended, "I see no alternative." 
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Bolton confinnatioll hearing focuses on int'l la-w stance 
by Zoe Vantzos, 2L 

Law Weekly 

John R. Bolton, President Bush's 
nominee for U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations was grilled throughout 
the entire day on Monday, April 11 by 
members of the Senate Foreign 
Relations committee. The hearings are 
scheduled to continue at least until 
Tuesday, when witnesses hostile to 
Bolton's nomination will appear. Bolton 
has served as undersecretary of state for 
arms control since May 2001. Bolton is a 
controversial nominee; one Senator, 
Christopher J. Dodd (D-Conn), noted 
that this was one of four times in his 24 
years on serving on the committee that 
he was considering voting against a 
presidential nominee. 

The hearings largely focused on 
two issues: (1) Bolton's derogatory com
ments about the United Nations in the 
past and his statements that internation
al Jaw does not exist and the United 
States has no obligation to, and should 
not, comport with international law and 
(2) the possibility that Bolton had asked 
an intelligence analyst to be removed 
from his post after disagreeing with 
Bolton on substantive intelligence infor
mation. 

More often than not, Bolton was 
forced to defend his own past state
ments that were critical of the United 
Nations. Sen. Joseph R. Biden (D-DE), 
the committee's ranking Democrat 
noted at the outset, "Quite frankly, I'm 
surprised that the nominee wants the 
job, given the many negative things he's 
said about the U.N." At a later point, 
Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA) showed a 
videotape of Bolton speaking at a 1994 
panel discussion where, voraciously 
and passionately, he claimed that there 

is "no such thing as the United Nations" 
as it does not exist save its member 
states and the Security Council, and fur
ther that if 10 stories of the UN build
ing's floors disappeared, it would make 
no difference. Boxer claimed that the 
videotape revealed the "real" John 
Bolton, unlike the calm, diplomatic ver
sion of himself that Bolton was present
ing before the committee. 

Committee members also chal
lenged Bolton on other previous state
ments, including statements that there 
should be only one permanent member 
on the Security Council (the United 
States), that the International Court of 
Justice, organized under the United 
Nations, is a "pretend court" and that 
peacekeeping operations are a "junk 
pile." Sen. Paul S. Sarbanes (D-MD) 
asked about Bolton's position on the 
Law of the Sea (to which the United 
States is not a signatory) and the 
involvement of Non Governmental 
Organizations in UN affairs, which 
Bolton supported. Sarbanes then read 
from articles written by Bolton where 
he took the exact opposite position. 
Bolton attempted to put his earlier state
ments in context and qualify them. 

Sen. Barack Obama (D-IL) elo
quently explained why this mattered: 
the U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations must have integrity. Obama 
described Adlai Stevenson's presenta
tion before the United Nations during 
the Cuban Missile Crisis where he pre
sented evidence of the USSR deploy
ment of weapons to Cuba, which he 
noted, was after Stevenson had in the 
previous year made erroneous state
ments based on faulty intelligence, stat
ing that the United States had not been 
involved in the Bay of Pigs. When 
Stevenson stood in front of the United 

Yushchenko honored 
YUSHCHENKO from page 1 

John DeGioia amidst much applause 
from the audience. Mrs. Yushchenko is 
an alumna of Georgetown, and 
Yushchenko told the audience the eager
ness of coming to the place where his 
wife spent her university years. 

President Yushchenko was intro
duced by two Ukrainian members of the 
Georgetown community. In a moving 
speech, Mykola 'Nick" Stetsenko, LL.M. 
'04, remembered the day that the 
Ukrainian elections were "stolen" and 
the subsequent "cold days of the freezing 
winter" marching on the streets of Kiev. 
Next, Tetyana Victorivna Gaponenko, 
one of nearly twerdozen Ukrainian stu
dents currently attending Georgetown, 
related how she lived the peaceful revo
lution from abroad. 

Yushchenko started his lecture by 
posing a key question to the audience, 
''What is the Ukraine?" To explain his 
answer, he reviewed several evolution
ary steps his country has taken in the 
recent past. He began with the time prior 
to the 1990s when the Ukraine was part 
of the Soviet Union. He next recalled that 
after emerging from the Iron Curtain in 
1991, the Ukraine acquired independ
ence but nevertheless remained depen
dant under authoritarian rule. Finally, he 
claimed, the Ukraine is now a free, inde
pendent and a fully democratic country. 
Yushchenko pointed out the importance 
of the revolution that had taken place in 
his country stating, "Ukraine will serve 
as an example for the world", continuing 

that many others have been, "impressed 
with the Ukrainian persistence and 
valor." 

After reviewing the recent history of 
his country, Yushchenko referred to the 
current and future challenges that he 
faces. He emphasized the importance of 
Ukraine's relationship with Europe and 
advocated the future integration of his 
country into the European Union. In this 
context, Yushchenko pointed out that 
Ukraine, after signing two important 
agreements of free trade and coopera
tion with Europe and pursuing entrance 
in the World Trade Organization, was 
on the right path. He commented that he 
next aims to achieve "European political 
and social standards." 

At · the end of his lecture, 
Yushchenko underlined the importance 
of the relationship between the Ukraine 
and the United States, which he belives 
"share the same culture and values." He 
professed his desire to ':feate a partner
ship between his country and the United 
States and stated his hopes that engaged 
dialogue will help make the Ukraine 
more attractive to American companies. 

The historic event ended with the 
presentation of Georgetown's 
President's Medal to President 
Yushchenko due to his "commitment for 
democracy for the people of Ukraine." 
Yushchenko's speech had Ukrainians 
beaming. "It was the first time in my 
whole life that I have been proud of 
hearing my President speaking," 
Tymofyeyeva said. 

Nations during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, Obama said, he had integrity. At 
the moment, the United States is suffer
ing as a result of recent revelations that 
former Secretary of State Colin Powell's 
presentation to the United Nations 
making the case for intervention in Iraq 
was based on faulty intelligence. 
Obama went as far as to say that he 
agreed in substance with many of 
Bolton's criticisms of the United 
Nations, but was worried about the U.S. 
ambassador to the United Nations as 
the messenger of the criticisms, the 
phrasing Bolton has used, and the 
implications for the American integrity 
at the United Nations. 

Republicans, including Sen. 
Richar!;{ G. Lugar (R-IN) and Sen. 
Lincoln Chafee (R-RI), the moderate 
Republican Senator whose vote could 
be pivotal to the Democrats wishing to 
block the nomination, voiced their con
cerns about Bolton's candidacy as well. 
Only Sen. George Allen (R-VA) gave a 
ringing endorsement of Bolton, stating 
that he is the "perfect candidate." 

Bolton explained that his controver
sial criticisms had been taken out of 
context and were limited to specific cir
cumstance, and remained unapologetic. 
He stated, ''If confirmed, I look forward 
to working closely with this committee 
to forge a stronger relationship between 
the United States and the United 
Nations, which depends critically on 
American leadership." 

The second major issue centered on 
intelligence. As a result of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee Report on U.S. 
intelligence pre-Iraq invasion and the 
recent Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Commission report on pre-war intelli
gence--the quality of U.S. intelligence 
has been questioned. The hearings 
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Senators Obama and Boxer question 
John Bolton on Monday during his 
confirmation hearing. 

focused on an analyst named Christian 
Westermann. Westermann, had chal
lenged parts of a speech that Bolton had 
written asserting that Cuba had a secret 
biological weapons program. 
Westermann, in his capacity as an i.n.tel
ligence analyst at the State Department, 
reviewed Bolton's language and offered 
alternative language. 

Bolton testified he felt Westermann 
was untrustworthy and had gone 
behind his back. Bolton admitted he 
asked for Westermann to be assigned to 

· another portfolio, but Bolton claims that 
it was because Westermmann did not 
follow department precedure, not 
because he disagreed with the sub
stance of Wes termann's comments. 
Westermann, in earlier interviews with 
the committee, stated that Bolton had 
told him, in essence, that a "mid-level 
munchkin" should not question an 
undersecretary. Senators, notably Sen. 
John F. Kerry (D-MA), cite the lack inde
pendent intelligence analysis as the pri
mary failure in the pre-Iraq assessments 
of WMDs and threats posed by Saddam 
Hussein. 

La-w Day for Girl Scouts 
by Katrina Greiner, 3L 

Guest Writer 

This past Saturday, April 9, the 
Cafeteria in McDonough Hall was a lit
tle noisier than usual for a weekend due 
to the chatter and laughter of 55 Girl 
Scouts and Leaders. For the past three 
years, the Women's Legal Alliance, and 
co-sponsor, the Women of Color 
Collective, have invited girls from the 
Girl Scout Council of D.C. to spend a 
day at Georgetown learning about law 
school and exploring legal career 
options. The event is open to Junior, 
Cadette and Senior Girl Scouts, result
ing in an age range from 11 to 18 years 
old. Members of the Law Center com
munity have participated in the event 
each of its three years; student volun
teers, as well as faculty and staff, donate 
their time to encourage young women 
in the Washington metro-area to consid
er legal education and careers. 

Girl Scout Law Day started with a 
tour of the Law Center guided by mem
bers of Student Ambassadors. After the 
tours, the girls split up into groups for 
interactive roundtable discussions. Each 
group had the opportunity to listen to 
and ask questions of the women attor
neys who were presenting. Jane Stoever 
of Georgetown's Domestic Violence 
Clinic, Hsinyu Yu from the Office of 
Career Services, Marcy Dunlap and 
Doreen Haney from the Law Students 
in Court Clinic and the Law Center's 
Prof. Lisa Heinzerling rotated to speak 
with each group of girls for 10 minutes. 

After the roundtables, the girls par
ticipated in a mock law class. Ramona 
Tumber, 3L, and Yvette Liebesrnan, 3L, 
presented a class on Negotiation and 
Alternative Dispute Resolution to the 
girls. The class was based on materials 
and lesson plans used by Ramona as a 
student in the Street Law Clinic. The 
class particularly emphasized the need 
for women to develop strong negotia
tion skills in the workplace and in other 
areas of their Jives. Turnber and 
Liebesman encouraged the girls to be 
assertive and to let others know how tal
ented and valuable they are. 

In the afternoon, the girls attended 
mentor meetings with female law stu
dents as well as prepared and presented 
a mock trial in which the fact pattern 
involved a party where underage drink
ing got out of hand. Each group pre
sented a direct and a cross-examination, 
in an effort to show that either the defen
dant and owner of the motel where the 
party occurred was negligent for allow
ing underage drinking, or that the plain
tiff who was injured at the party was 
herself negligent for drinking underage. 

If the comments of the girls, leaders, 
and many volunteers who participated 
in the event are any measure, Girl Scout 
Law Day 2005 was a great success. The 
WLA plans to continue to invite Girl 
Scouts to Law Center every spring and 
to offer the members of the Georgetown 
community the opportunity to reach out 
to young women in the Washington 
metro-area. 
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D.C. Circuit court hears arguinents in Haindan case 
by Barry Junker, 2L 

Law Weekly 

Salim Hamdan sat in his cell at 
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base last 
Thursday morning, only somewhat 
aware that both his own future and 
the powers of the Bush administra
tion were being argued before the 
United States Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia Circuit. 

The interna tional community 
was watching, though, as reporters 
from the BBC, CNN and NPR, as well 
as a host of military officers, human 
rights lawyers and government offi
cials crowded into the ceremonial 
courtroom for arguments in the 
appeal of Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, et. al. 

This case is based upon a habeas 
corpus petition brought in the name 
of Hamdan by Law Center Professor 
Neal Katyal. Lt. Cmdr. Charles Swift, 
Hamdan's military-appointed 
defense attorney, served as co-coun
sel. The habeas petition was granted 
last fall, halting a military commis
sion that had convened to try 
Hamdan for war crimes. Hamdan 
pleaded that the commission, which 
was established by the Department of 
Defense, violated basic trial rights 
afforded military prisoners under 
U.S. statutes, treaties and customary 
international law. 

The government appealed the 
decision of the district court of Nov. 
8, 2004, which found that, unless a 
competent tribunal determined that 
Hamdan was no t entitled to prisoner-

of-war status, he could only be tried 
by a military court-martial, not a mil
itary commission. The rules for 
courts-martial have been specifically 
legislated by Congress under the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice 
(UCMJ), and guarantee fundamental 
rights to prisoners. The UCMJ is 
mostly silent, however, about the 
procedural safeguards required of 
military commissions. 

The order of the district court 
also freed Hamdan from solitary con
finement, where he had been kept for 
10 months, and returned him to the 
general population of Guantanamo 
Bay. The suit was brought, said 
Swift, because Hamdan was "sitting 
in solitary confinement, going slowly 
insane, and every request I made for 
relief had fallen on deaf ears." 

Hamdan is a Yemeni citizen cap
tured at the Afghan border during 
Operation Enduring Freedom. He 
admits to having been Osama bin 
Laden's personal driver, but denies 
having been a member of Al-Qaeda 
or having committed any war crimes. 

Arguments were heard Thursday 
before a panel of three judges, each 
appointed by a Republican president 
and each with a reputation as a judi
cial conservative. Judges Williams 
and Randolph joined in the majority 
opinion in Al Odah v. United States 
(2003), which held that non
American detainees in Guantanamo 
were precluded from seeking habeas 
relief in U.S. Courts. Al Odah was 

overturned by the Supreme Court 
last year in Rasul v. Bush. 

Assistant Attorney General Peter 
Keisler argued for the appellants. He 
asserted both that the dis trict court 
should have abstained and let the 
military commission finish its work, 
and that the court erred in holding 
that Hamdan was owed a POW hear
ing, because the president had deter
mined that POW status would not be 
extended to any member of Al
Qaeda. He also contended that a pris
oner like Hamdan could be excluded 
from portions of his trial, and could 
be convicted on secret evidence that 
he cannot hear or rebut. 

Katyal opened for the appellee. 
He argued that this was a case about 
executive interference in judicial 
function, and that therefore absten
tion is not appropriate. He then 
spoke of the harm to Hamdan, 
should he continue to be tried by a 
commission with no fixed rules, in 
which the same branch of govern
ment acts as rule-maker, prosecutor, 
judge, jury and jailor. 

Swift followed, forcefully argu
ing that the military commission 
stood in violation of the UCMJ and 
the common law of war by excluding 
Hamdan from voir dire and promis
ing to do so again during the trial
when classified evidence is present
ed. Swift analogized Hamdan's situa
tion to that of a commission con
vened after the Civil War, which was 
declared invalid for excluding the 

defendant. 
While the judges questioned both 

sides with equal intensity, it could be 
difficult for Hamdan's team to con
vince this conservative panel that it 
should, in essence, tell the president 
that he is wrong in the way he is 
prosecuting alleged terrorists. At 
stake is not only the future of one 
man, Hamdan, but a sweeping prece
dent for the separation of powers and 
the role of international law in U.S. 
jurisprudence. 

Of the arguments, Katyal said, "I 
am particularly grateful for the 
intense research and mooting by my 
student team. Among others, Nadia 
Asancheyev, 2L, Mattie Johnstone, 
3L, Barry Junker, 2L, Deborah 
Loomis, 2L, Scott Lindsay, 3L, Misha 
Tseytlin, 2L, and Haven Ward, 2L, 
dedicated much of the past two 
months to getting me ready for the 
oral argument. How well I did is not 
for me to say, but I know it would not 
have gone nearly so well without 
them." 

At the beginning of the war on 
terror, the Bush administration treat
ed Guantanamo Bay as a land of legal 
limbo where no constitutional or 
statutory protections existed. 
However, in last year 's decision 
Rasul v. Bush, the Supreme Court 
determined that the territorial juris
diction of federal courts extended to 
Guantanamo Bay, because the base is 
under the complete control of the 
United States. 

Panel presents views on #Don't Ask, Don't Tell" 
by M. Gwendolyn Sedney, 3L 

Guest Writer 

The U.S. military's "Don 't Ask, 
Don't Tell" policy (DADT) usually 
becomes a major issue on campus only 
during the annual fall protest of the 
JAG Corps' on campus recruitment. 
On April 7, the American Constitution 
Society, Military Law Society and 
Outlaw joined forces to sponsor a 
panel discussion on DADT in order to 
educate the Law Center community 
about the policy's workings and recent 
challenges to it. Philip Carter, an attor
ney, Slate columnist, and former Army 
Captain served as moderator. 

Former Army Captain Sharon 
Alexander, an a ttorney at the 
Servicemembers' Legal Defense 
Network (SLDN), a public interest law 
firm provjding resources for gay ser
vicemen, introduced the mechanics of 
how DADT works. A service member 
can be discharged for statements (an 
admission of homosexuality), acts 
(which run the gamut from hand-hold
ing lo intercourse) and marriage. If a 
commander receives "credible evi
dence from a reliable source" that one 
or more of these has occurred, he or 
she may initiate a "limited inquiry" to 
determine whether or not that specific 
instance took p lace. The limited 
inquiry process represents one way in 
which DADT improves upon previous 
practice, as it only covers the one 
alleged incident, rather than looking 
into all aspects of a service person's 
life. If the limited inquiry does result in 
a finding of homosexu al conduct, the 

commander will initiate discharge pro
ceedings, which can take months or 
even years. The service member may 
choose whether or not to contest the 
proceedings. Challenging the finding 
entails appearing before an adminis
trative board and having to rebut the 
presumption that the service member 
will engage in homosexual conduct in 
the future. Alexander noted that this is 
quite difficult to do. 

Eighty-five percent of service 
members discharged under the DADT 
policy receive an honorable discharge, 
while the majority of the rest receive a 
general discharge. However, the rea
son for the discharge is listed on the 
service member's paperwork, which 
prospective employers usually ask to 
see. Alexander commented on the 
large number of gays currently serving 
openly in the military and said that the 
climate has opened up considerably 
since she began her service in 1993. 

Stacy Vasquez, a former Army 
Sergeant First Class and JAG Corps 
paralegal who was discharged under 
DADT, gave a personal dimension to 
the evening's discussion. Vasquez was 
working as a recruiter in Dallas and 
was the nation's top recruiter at the 
time she was "outed" to her command
er by a fellow service member's wife. 
Vasquez had served without a single 
negative citation for 12 years and was 
consistently promoted ahead of her 
peers, but was nonetheless only given 
the option of leaving immediately with 
an honorable discharge or facing crim- • 
inal charges for indecent conduct. 
Rather than put her entire career on the 

line, Vasquez chose to take the dis
charge. Vasquez and 12 other former 
service members are now plaintiffs in 
Cook v. Rumsfeld, which challenges 
DADT on privacy, freedom of speech 
and equal protection grounds. 

Allison Nathan, an attorney at 
Wilmer, Cutler, Pickering, Hale and 
Dorr LLP who serves as counsel to the 
Cook plaintiffs, discussed how the 
government'& position on DADT has 
changed in light of the Supreme 
Court's 2003 decision in Lawrence v. 
Texas. Before Lawrence, the govern
ment's response to legal challenges of 
the DADT policy was based on the 
"unacceptable risk" to unit cohesion 
that the presence of a gay servicemem
ber would pose because of other ser
vicemembers' supposed desire to not 
serve alongside homosexuals. After 
Lawrence, which Nathan maintains 
made anti-gay animus no longer a 
legitimate interest in prohibiting 
homosexual conduct, the govern
ment's rationale changed. Now, the 
government avers that "sexual tension" 
could ensue ftom the presence of gay 
servicemembers and endanger unit 
cohesion. He commented that this begs 
the question of how heterosexual men 
and women can successfully serve 
together. ~ 

National security law expert 
Professor Jonathan Turley of George 
Washington Law School rounded out 
the panel. Turley discussed the poten
tial significance of Lawrence for Cook 
and other pending litigation. In 
Turley's view, the current Supreme 
Court lacks "intestinal fortitude" and 

has a tendency to gloss over difficult 
issues in order to compromise. If chal
lenges to DADT do reach the Supreme 
Court in the near future, he said that it 
is unlikely that the policy will be over
turned. 

According to Turley, several 
aspects of the Lawrence decision will 
allow both the Supreme Court and 
lower courts to dis tinguish DADT 
cases. First, Lawrence was a criminal 
case, and specifically involved the 
"criminalization of private conduct," 
which both liberals and many conser
vatives find troubling. Second, the 
Lawrence litigation resulted from gov
ernment intrusion into a private ~ome 
- clearly a different environment from 
a military base or mission. Also, the 
military commands a high level of def
erence on national security issues, 
which will be a difficult hurdle for the 
Cook plaintiffs to overcome. Turley 
believes that the policy will eventually 
be struck down as unconstitutional, 
but reminded the audience that 
Thurgood Marshall and the rest of the 
Brown litigation team brought 28 
unsuccessful challenges to segregation 
prior to 1954. 

The panel concluded with a lively 
question and answer session. Both 
MLS President Jim Day and Outlaw 
President Kate Watson expressed their 
gratitude to the panelists and atten
dees. Unfortunately, the organizers 
were unable to find any speakers to 
defend DADT, which Carter men
tioned was itself an interesting com
mentary on the policy. 
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~ POPEJOHNPAU·L II 
1978 - 2005 

Beloved pontif.f hailed • 
1n soleinn funeral inass 

Hundreds of world leaders 
and billions of hearts 
mourn and celebrate his 
life in unison 

by Peter Martino, lE 
Law Weeklv 

One did not have to be Catholic, 
or even religious to be moved. It was 
a scene without parallel in history -
kneeling, standing, reverent, respect
ful, mournful, and thankful throngs 
of humanity joined with Presidents, 
Prime Ministers, pilgrims, and 
prelates in prayer, applause, remem
brance and celebration of the amaz
ing life of one man, Karol Wojtyla, 
Pope John Paul II. More than 200 
world leaders, seated alphabetically, 
were present along with representa
tives of 138 countries and every 
major religious sect. 

It was so on the morning of 
Friday, April 8, a day which would 
bear witness to the largest sponta
neous gathering of human beings in 
the history of the planet. Sunny, 
windswept, and resplendent Rome 
was once again the center of the 
world for a day. 

More than five million visitors 
had converged on Vatican City, the 
world's smallest sovereign state, to 
say goodbye to the beloved Pontiff. It 
was a sea of humanity that stretched 
as far as the eye could see. For the 
previous few days, after waiting hour 
upon hour in endlessly long lines, 
more than two million of the faithful, 
at the rate of 18,000 per hour, had 
entered St. Peter's Basilica and filed 
past the Pope's crimson-robed mortal 
remains to pay their final respects. 

The focal point of observation 
this day remained the Pope's simple 
cypress coffin. Spontaneous ovation 
abounded as it was marched out and 
placed in the colonnaded St. Peter's 
Square, not far from the very win
dows of the apartment in the 
Apostolic Palace from which Pope 
John Paul II had last blessed the gath
ered crowds on Easter morning. 
While 300,000 assembled in the 
square itself this day, millions more 
watched from venues throughout 
Rome such as the Circus Maxim us, as 
solemnity gripped this ever-vibrant 
city. In all, 27 jumbo screens were 
erected throughout Rome for view
ing this Papal funeral, and an esti
mated two billion viewers from 
around the world had television sets 
and radios similarly tuned. 

The principal celebrant of the 
open-air funeral mass, Cardinal 
Joseph Ratzinger, dean of the College 
of Cardinals, set the tone. "Our hearts 
are ful l of sadness, yet at the same 
time, of joyful hope and profound 
gratitude," he said. The assembled 
Cardinals, adorned in red vestments 
symbolizing their willingness to shed 
blood for their faith, stood in ranks 
before him as the honor guard for 
their dearly departed leader. 

Cardinal Ratzinger acknowl
edged the presence of heads of state, 
heads of government, representatives 

Photo courtesy ol Auoclaled Press 

World leaders, prelates and 300,000 pilgrims filled St. Peter's Square while millions of 
others gathered to mourn the death and celebrate the life of Pope John Paul II. 

"Our hearts are full of sadness, yet at the 
same time, of joyful hope and profound 
gratitude" - Cardinal Joseph Raf zinger 

of other churches, a large television 
and radio audience, and most espe
cially the young people whom Pope 
John Paul II loved to call "the future 
and the hope." Looking to the Pope's 
apartment window, he said that John 
Paul II was himself "now at the win
dow of the Father's house where he 
sees us and blesses us." 

The crowds were effusive. Many 
chanted "Sa11to! Santo!" and waved 
banners bearing the words "Santo 
Subito" - "Immediate Sainthood." The 
scene was also festooned with hun
dreds of red and white Polish flags, 
as John Paul II's Polish brethren 
flocked in masses to be there. They 
celebrated the life of their national 
hero, a man who had survived the 
ravages of Nazism, helped bring 
down the totalitarianism of 
Communism, and had met 
Parksison's disease head on with s to
icism and grace. 

Symbolizing both the global 
nature of the church and the interna
tional outreach of Pope John Paul II, a 
man who loved to travel and to assert 
his role as universal pastor, the 
funeral mass itself was celebrated in 
11 languages: Latin, Italian, Spanish, 
English, French, Swahili, Taga log, 
Polish, German, Portugu ese and 
Greek (the original language of the 
church). The offertory procession 
included Catholic participants from 
around the globe dressed in ·their 
native garbs. And this international 

theme was further enhanced by the 
participation of the Eastern Rite 
churches, whose patriarchs sur
rounded the coffin, chanting prayers 
for the deceased Pope's soul while 
burning incense and sprinkling holy 
water. 

The day prior to the funeral, the 
text of the Pope's Last Will and 
Testament was released. A man of 
enormous charismatic power, his 
entire essence was in his being, as he 
.owned no worldly possessions. 
Toward the beginning of his will, it 
reads, "I leave no property behind me 
of which it is necessary to dispose. As 
for the everyday objects that were of 
use to me, I ask they be distributed ac; 
seems appropriate." It continues, 
"After my death, I ask for Masses and 
prayers." Later in the will is a section 
advising his flock that, "each of us 
must bear in mind the prospect of 
death - and be ready to present him
self before the Lord and Judge, Who 
at the same time is Redeemer and 
Father." 

John Paul II was eulogized at his 
funeral mass and remembered by 
leaders and commentators around 
the globe as a man who gave of him
self without reserve, to the end of the 
earth, until the last moments of his 
life. And his message embodied and 
personified the Christian ideal of for
g iveness, which he not only 
bestowed mercifu lly upon his 
attempted assassin and others, but 

also asked from other religions for 
past indiscretions of his church. This 
most charismatic man, who lost his 
own family at a young age, had gone 
out to the world and made its mem
bers his new family. On this day, this 
world family came to him to say 
goodbye. 

Perhaps adding to the legacy of 
peace and forgiveness that John Paul 
II sought, world leaders who are 
often verbally and militarily divided 
nonetheless embraced each other, 
even if for just a moment, at the Sign 
of Peace during the mass. Of particu
lar note were Israeli President Moshe 
Katav shaking hands with both 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and 
Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami, and President George W. 
Bush embracing his often harshly 
verbal critic, French President 
Jacques Chirac. 

The musical intonations of the 
day were presented reverently and 
joyously by the Sistine Choir. One of 
the most haunting and memorable 
hymns came toward the end of the 
funeral mass as the final commenda
tion included the singing of the 
ancient Gregorian chant, "Litany of 
the Saints." 

Following the mass, with the 
bells of St. Peter's tolling, crowds 
both weeping and applauding, and 
flags proclaiming solidarity abun
dant, the twelve white-gloved pall
bearers presented the coffin one last 
time to the crowd. The beloved pon
tiff's remains were then escorted by 
senior cardinals and members of the 
papal household to a grotto under 
the basilica, where the coffin was 
placed in the tomb that previously 
held the remains of John XXIII (since 
moved), not far from the spot con
taining the remains of St. Peter, the 
first head of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Following the entombment, the 
cardinals entered a period of solitude 
and prayer, voting unanimously to 
maintain public silence until their 
selection of John Paul II's successor in 
the forthcoming conclave. Of the 117 
eligible cardinals under the age of 
eighty, it was announced that 115 
wi ll begin their deliberations on 
April 18. The remaining two, from 
the Philippines and Mexico respec
tively, are too sick to attend. All had 
the sense, however, that regardless of 
whom they chose to succeed Pope 
John Paul JI, those shoes will be most 
difficult to fill. 

Related 
Stories: 
Changing demographics and 
the election process ........... p 7 

Who will lead the Catholic 
Church? ................................ p 8 
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Changing detnographics of the Church 
by Mark Nabong, IL 

Law Weekly 

The death of the pope on April 2 has 
touched off speculation about who the 
next pope will be, and more specifically 
where the next pope will be from. A 
number of Latin American cardinals 
have been suggested for the papacy, as 
well as several European and one 
African cardinal. The importance of the 
next pope's nationality belies the fact 
that John Paul II, a Pole, was the first 
non-Italian pope in 455 years when he 
was installed, and reflects the growing 
awareness of Roman Catholicism's 
worldwide scope and mission. 

Catholicism's historic epicenter has 
been Europe, with the Vatican's location 
in Rome and the stature of European 
and American cardinals bolstering the 
first world's representation in the upper 
echelo~f the Church's hierarchy. The 
demography of the majority of 
Catholics, however, has been shifting to 
the third world. Out of the 10 nations 
with the largest Catholic-identifying 
populations, five are from South and 
Central America, and one is from Asia. 
The voting power of Catholics is much 
stronger in the Americas than in Europe; 
63% of the population of the former is 
Catholic, while 40% of the latter is 
Catholic. These numbers represent peo
ple who identify as Catholic; the actual 
practicing number is likely to be lower. 

While Latin America will certainly 
play an important role in the future of 
the Church, Africa has a significant 
number of the world's Catholics, as well, 
with 110 million on the continent in 

2000. That number is growing rapidly, 
as is the number of Catholics on every 
continent on earth except for Europe. In 
2004, the Vatican reported a loss of 
674,000 Catholics in Europe, which is 
indicative of what church leaders con
sider a huge problem: the secularization 
of Europe. The recent adoption of the 
European Union Constitution without 
any references to Christianity whatsoev
er, along with consideration of the pre
dominantly-Muslim nation of Turkey 
for membership, have convinced many 
higher-ups in the Vatican and elsewhere 
that measures should be taken to solidi
fy Europe's Christianity in general and 
it's Roman Catholicism in particular. 

One measure that has been suggest
ed by these leaders is the selection of a 
European pope, in order to retrench the 
loyalties of another continental nation 
like John Paul II, did in Poland. Other 
Catholic leaders believe that the grow
ing proportion of Catholics in Central 
and South America and Africa should 
be reflected in a growing influence in the 
Church's inner circle, specifically with 
the papacy. A third camp believes that 
the demographic changes of the church 
matter less in the nationality of the pope 
than in his theology: Africa and Latin 
America are predominantly more con
servative with regards to homosexuality 
and birth control than Europe and 
North America and more concerned 
with regards to the inadequate distribu
tion of wealth. South American and 
African churches are much more 
adamantly anti-homosexual than 
American, and an avoidance of the fate 
of the Anglican Communion, where 

regional differences over the acceptance 
of homosexuality and homosexual mar
riage almost caused the dissolution of 
the church. In Anglicanism, the largest 
number of adherents now live in Africa, 
causing shift in power that may occur in 
Roman Catholicism (a major difference 
being the stronger authority the pope 
has over Catholic bishops than the arch
bishop of Canterbury has over Anglican 
bishops.) 

The problem for many Catholic 
leaders is that the attempt to entrench 
Catholicism's conservative position risks 
alienating more progressive members of 
the Church, specifically in North 
America and Europe. Inroads into the 
traditional Catholic strongholds of 
Mexico and Brazil by Protestant and 
Mormon churches have placed a 
renewed emphasis on striking the bal
ance between the interests of varying 
regions. The most significant common 
concerns between all of the Catholic dio
ceses worldwide are charity for the 
poor, advocating for human rights, and 
an opposition to war and violence. 

Pope John Paul II made it his mis
sion to travel extensively to Catholic 
communities around the world, which 
not only gave Catholics in those areas 
the chance to see the Bishop of Rome, 
but also to remind others of the cosmo
poli tan nature of the Church. 
Approximately four million people 
from over 160 countries attended the 
display of his remains and his subse
quent funeral, undoubtedly reminding 
the Cardinals of the worldwide charac
ter of Roman Catholicism the new pon
tiff will likely represent. 

Canon lalV: holV to elect a nelV pope 
by Zinta Saulkalns, lE 

Law Weekly 

Papal Election Dynamics 
On April 18, the College of 

Cardinals will gather to elect the suc
cessor to Pope John Paul II. The papal 
conclave, from the Latin cum clavi (with 
a key), has been the method of filling 
the papacy (who holds the title Bishop 
of Rome) since 1274, when it was insti
tuted by the Second Counol of Lyons. 

When a pope dies, his death is con
firmed by the head of the College of 
Cardinals, or camerlengo. The carmer
lengo calls the pope's baptismal name 
three times, verifies that there is no 
response, and removes the fisherman's 
ring (a ring bearing the pope's name 
and used as a seal for official docu
ments). The ring will later be destroyed 
and a new one made for the pope's suc
cessor. Nine days of mourning com
mence, and the papal conclave begins 
15 to 20 days after the pope's death. 

Papal successors have historically 
been chosen in several ways. A pope 
could be elected by acclamation, a 
process that involved a unanimous dec
laration of cardinals quasi afjlnti Sp,ritu 
Sn11cto (as if inspired by the f Joly Spirit). 
If the College of Cardinals was dead
locked, they could conduct an election 
by scrutiny using secret ballots. These 
methods were last employed in 1316 
and 1621, respectively, with elections 
now held exclusively by ballot. 

The election process to be used this 
year is a democratic election with suf
frage only given to the princes of the 
Roman Catholic Church, namely the 
cardinals who are appointed for life by 
the pope. The cardinals eligible to vote 

currently number 117, as, following the 
reforms instituted by Pope Paul VI, 
only cardinals under the age of 80 may 
vote. 

At the commencement of the con
clave, the cardinals attend a mass in St. 
Peter's Basilica and then proceed to an 
annex of the Sistine Chapel where they 
are literally locked in, without access to 
telephones, computers, radios, or televi
sions. Veiled in secrecy and seclusion, 
the annex is screened for listening 
devices, the cardinals are sworn to 
secrecy, the doors are locked, and the 
curtains are drawn. A cardinal who vio
lates the oath of secrecy is immediately 
excommunicated. 

The election process begins the fol
lowing morning by the camerlengo and 
three assistants. Each morning and each 
afternoon, two secret written ballots are 
taken until a candidate receives two 
thirds of the vote plus one. However, 
recent reforms allow the cardinals to 
vote to reduce the requirement to a sim
ple majority after 30 unsuccessful votes. 

The physical ballots are burned 
after each session, with chemicals 
added to color the smoke black to signi
fy an unsuccessful vote and white to 
signal success in electing a new pope. 

Canon Law 
The current papal election is the 

first to take place under Llniversi 
D0m1111ci Greg,s (Shepherd of the Lord's 
Whole Flock), the canon law reforms 
issued by Pope John Paul II in 1996. 
Canon law, or church law, is the body 
of laws and regulations compiled to 
govern the conduct of members of a 
particular religion. Canon law has 
strongly influenced the development of 

western secular civil law, particularly in 
England where the system of equity 
was established by the Church. The 
ecclesiastical courts that settled dis
putes in family cases as far back as the 
Middle Ages still have jurisdiction over 
some church matters. Ecclesiastical 
courts in general, however, have lost 
power with the development of nation
states. 

In both the East and the West, rules, 
or canons, are adopted by councils. The 
western model, however, operates 
more legislatively than its eastern coun
terpart does. Bishops in each diocese of 
the Roman Catholic Church serve as the 
legislators and judges. Decrials are 
issued by the Pope to settle controver
sial matters. In 1917, the Roman 
Catholic Church published the first 
code of canon law, which later fully 
developed into a legal system. 

The Eastern Catholic Churches 
operate under a less legalistic system, 
using its body of canon law as a guide, 
but allowing for modification as culture 
changes. Its Codex Cn1101111111 Ecclesinrum 
Orie11tnlium (Code of Canons of the 
Eastern Churches) was enacted in 1990, 
operating as the first fully codified ver
sion of eastern canon law. Much of the 
law corresponds to the Roman code. 

Vatican City officially operates as 
an elective monarchy, with the pope 
serving as the "monarch" elected by the 
College of Cardinals. The only other 
operating elective monarchies today are 
the Royal Kingdom of Cambodia, 

'where a council chooses a king from 
candidates of royal blood, and 
Malaysia, where a small group of suc
cessive rulers elect the Yang di-Pertuan 
Agong. 

Congress 
honors pope 

by Mark Gabrowsla, IE 
Guest Writer 

Georgetown Law alumni Sen. 
Richard Durbin (L'69) and Rep. Steny 
Hoyer (L'66) last week traveled to 
Vatican City with a massive An1erican 
delegation to pay last respects to Pope 
John Paul II. 

"For more than a quarter century, 
Pope John Paul II was a messenger of 
human freedom, dignity and peace. I am 
honored to be able to attend his funeral 
on behalf of the American people and to 
honor the memory and life of this 
extraordinary man," said Durbin. 

The delegation included President 
George W. Bush, former Presidents Bill 
Clinton and George H.W. Bush, 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, 14 
senators and 26 congressmen. With 67 
million Catholics, the U.S. has the third
largest Catholic population in the world, 
behind Brazil and Mexico. 

'The Catholic Church has lost its 
shepherd, the world has lost a champion 
of human freedom and a good and faith
ful servant of God has been called 
home," President Bush said at a news 
conference shortly after the Pope's death 
on April 2. He ordered flags flown at half 
staff in honor of the 84-year-old pontiff 
he called "a hero for the ages." 

Although the pope was hypercritical 
of many American policies, such as abor
tion lights and the Iraq war, he was 
widely revered on Capitol Hill by law
makers of various political and religious 
beliefs. The President and Congress 
awarded the Pope with the 
Congressional Medal of Freedom last 
summer for his defiance to Nazi occupa
tion forces in Poland during World War 
II and his advocacy against Communism 
in Eastern Europe. 

''From the Balkans to the Middle 
East, from Central Africa to Asia, he was 
tireless in his efforts to defend human 
rights and human dignity," Clinton said 
in a statement. "His remarkable journey 
from Wadowice, Poland to the Vatican 
played an important role in hastening 
the downfall of Communism. I will 
always treasure our five meetings in the 
U.S and the Vatican, especially the deep 
concern His Holiness expressed over the 
suffering of the Bosnians and of religious 
liberty throughout the world." 

Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-MA) 
recalled the pope's keen sense of humor: 
"I first saw the Holy Father in Boston in 
1979 as he touched American soil for the 
first tin1c as Pope and reached out to the 
American people with his holy strength," 
Kennedy said last Monday on the Senate 
floor. "Several hundred thousand rain
soakt?d men, women, and children gath
ered on the Boston Common to hear his 
homily that began with his extraordi
nary welcome, "America the Beautiful, 
even if it rains!"' 

Sen. Arlen Specter remembered 
meeting the pope at the Vatican in 1986: 
"Pope John Paul II was a champion of 
human rights, who reached out to all 
faiths in an unprecedented fashion," said 
Specter, who is Jewish. 

Delegates, including President Bush, 
said they learned of the pope's passing 
the way the rest of the world did - from 
news reports that were aired shortly 
after he died in his Vatican residence. 
There was com~htion to get a spot on 
the delegation. Members began lobbying 
their leaders even before the Pope died, 
staffers said. 
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Analysis: Who are the front-runners for the papacy? 
by Amy Messigian, 2L 

Law Weekly 

There are 117 cardinals involved 
in the selection process for the next 
pope, almost a ll of whom were 
appointed by Pope John Paul Il. The 
Irish gaming website Paddypower.com 
has, to the offense of some, created on
line betting for the next pope. Though 
it had taken down the pool right after 
the death of Pope John Paul II, the bet
ting has now been reinstated. 

According to Paddypower's projec
tions, Cardinals Arinze and 
Tettamanzi rank supreme with 11-4 
and 7-2 odds, respectively. The great
est wild shots include Cardinals 
Ghattas of Egypt, Jose Maria Rouco 
Varela of Spain, Pierre Sfeir of 
Lebanon, and Agostino Cacciavillan of 
Italy, who are each given only a one in 
125 chance of selection. However, 
there is a Roman maxim that states, 
"He who goes into the conclave a Pope 
comes out a Cardinal." Regardless of 
what Paddypower may say, when it 
comes to deciding who will lead the 
Roman Catholic Church, all bets are 
off. 

A summary of the odds makers 
leading contenders for the papacy fol
lows: 

Cardinal Francis Arinze (Nigeria) 
Age: 72 

Paddypower odds: 11-4 
The good: African; bridges the 

gap between Catholicism and Islam 
(notes Arinze, ''Theologically, all peo
ple come from the same God"). 

The bad: Very conservative; 
African Catholic Church is young. 

The ugly: Told Georgetown stu
dents in commencement address that 
he thinks the institution of marriage is 
"mocked by homosexu ality." 

Bottom line: Roman Catholics 
may not be ready for a black pope ... 
but Arinze's outreach to Islam may 
just represent the olive branch of 
Malachy's prophecy (see story below). 

Photos courtesy of Woshlnglon Post, CBS News ond Associated Press 

Clockwise from top left: Cardinal Francis Arinze of Nigeria, Cardinal 
Joseph Ratzinger of Germany, Cardinal Christoph von Schoenborn of 
Austria, Cardinal Oscar Rodriguiz Maradiaga of Honduras and Cardinal 
Dionigi Tettamanzi of Italy (center). 

Cardinal Dionigi Tettamanzi (Italy) 
Age: 71 

Paddypower odds: 7-2 
The good: Italian; perfect age; will 

bring the church back to its roots. 
The bad: Italian - only 5 percent of 

Catholics today live in Italy. 
The ugly: Well liked by the ultra

conservative Opus Dei movement. 
- Bottom line: Tettamanzi was 
Paddypower's choice in the beginning, 
and is the clear favorite at Pinnacle 
Sports (2.48-1). If the Cardinals choose 
an Italian, Tettamanzi will likely be 
their pick. 

Cardinal Oscar Rodriguiz Maradiaga 
(Honduras) 

Age: 62 
Paddypower odds: 9-2 

The good: It may be time for the 
Church to tum to Latin America as 
nearly half of today's Roman Catholics 
are concentrated there; has taken a 
s trong stance supporting the church's 
anti-poverty mission; strongly favors 
decentralization of the church. 

The bad: He may be deemed too 
young. 

The ugly: Rodriguiz claimed the 
coverage of the pedophile priest scan
dals was comparable to "the times of 
Nero and Diocletian, and more recent
ly, of Stalin and Hilter." 

Bottom line: Rodriguiz knows 
everyone in the College and everyone 
knows it is Latin America's tum. This 
may ultimately make him a stronger 
pick than Tettamanzi or Arinze. 

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
(Germany) 

Age: 77 
Paddypower odds: 7-1 

The good: Highly respected for 
his idealmaking abilities. 

The bad: Wants to protect the 
church from "theological tampering." 

The ugly: Those seeking modern
ization of the church will have to wait 
with Ratzinger at the helm. 

Bottom line: May alienate the 
many "pseudo-Catholics." 

Cardinal Christoph von Schoenborn 
(Austria) 
Age: 60 

Paddypower odds: 16-1 
The good: General editor of the 

revised Catechism for the church. 
The bad: May not want another 

long-tenured pope. 
The ugly: "Count Pope" really 

doesn't have a ring to it. 
Bottom line: Too young. 

Other notable choices include 
Cardi nal Jorge Mario Bergoglio 
(Argentina), 7-1 odds, who at age 68 
may have a better shot at securing the 
seat than Rodriguez, and Cardinal 
Claudio Hummes (Brazil), 9-1 odds. 
Also possible are Cardinal Jean-Marie 
Lustiger (France) with 12-1 odds, and 
Cardinals Jaime Lucas Ortega y 
Alamino (Cuba), Ennio Antonelli 
(Italy), Jose Da Cruz Policarpo 
(Portugal) and Giovanni Battista Re 
(Italy), each with 16-1 odds. 

The world will only know the 
College of Cardinals' selection after 
the white smoke rises. Until then, the 
odds may change daily, but the media 
will likely be in the dark with a veil of 
secrecy shrouding the Cardinals' con
templations. 

The Glory of the Olive: future for the Catholic Church? 
by Amy Mes.5igian, 2L 

Law Weekly 

In the year 1148, upon the death of 
St. Malachy, an Irish bishop canonized in 
1190 by Pope Oement ill, a prophetic list 
of all future popes was discovered. The 
list began with Pope Celestine II, whose 
papacy began in 1143 AD., and contin
ues to present day. Each of his papal pre
dictions was marked by a single identi
fying characteristic, and, if St. Malachy's 
prophecy holds, it will make the selec
tion of John Paul II's successor the next to 
last for the church. 

St. Malachy is said by his biographer 
to have even predicted the date and time 
of his own death, and his manuscript of 
papal prophecies has been the source of 
great controversy since it was first pub
lished in 1590. Nevertheless, many histo
rians believe his list of 112 popes has 
been remarkably accurate. 

Take for example his last three pre
dictions. 

(1) One hundred and eighth on his 
list of future popes was Flos Florum or 
"Flower of Flowers." 1his office was held 
by Paul VI (1963 - 1978), namely 
Giovanni Battista Montini, whose coat of 
arms included three fleurs-de-lis. 

Photo courtesy ol www.co/holic -h191orchy.org 

Was Pope John VI the "Flower of 
Flowers"? 

(2) Even more compelling evidence 
exists in the prediction of the 109th selec
tion as De Medietate Lunae or "Of the Half 
Moon." Indeed, Albino Luciani who 
served as John Paul I in 1978 was born in 
the diocese of Belluno, which means 
"beautiful moon," and was baptized 
Albino Luciani, meaning "white light." 
His papacy began on August 26, 1978, 
when the moon was half full, and he 
died the following month. 

Photo courtesy of www.}ohnpou/l.com 

Was Pope John Paul I "Of the Half 
Moon"? 

(3) Most recently, Pope John Paul II, 
Karol Wojtyla, was predicted to be De 
Labore Solis or "From the Toil of the Sun." 
Wojtyla was born during an eclipse of 
the sun and his travels around the globe 
are offered as characteristic of the toils of 
the sun. 

According to St. Malachy's predic
tions, the next pope will be characterized 
as 'The Glory of the Olive" or Gloria 
Olivae. 

Following the Glory of the Olive 
would be "Peter the Roman" or Petrus 
Romanus, and, if the prophecy holds true, 
Rome will fa ll during Peter's reign. Of 
the final pope for the Roman Catholics, 
St. Malachy wrote (roughly - the direct 
translation varies depending on source), 
"In extreme persecution, the seat of the 
Holy Roman Church will be occupied by 
Peter the Roman, who will feed the 
sheep through many tribulations, at the 
term of which the city of seven hills wiU 
be destroyed, and the formidable Judge 
will judge the people." 

While many do not believe this 
prophecy, it may play an interesting role 
in the selection of the next pope. Of the 
frontrunners, there are several that could 
fit the Gloria 0 /ivae characterization, be it 
Frances Arinze extending an olive 
branch to the Islamic world, or Cardinal 
Oscar Rodriguiz Maradiaga aiding the 
world's poor. Though unlikely, perhaps 
the olive branch represents the coming of 
a more liberal pope, one whose views on 
controversial and divisive subjects such 
as marriage rights, homosexuality and 
artificial birth control may contain com
passionate liberalism. Will the prophecy 
play out? Only time will tell. 
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Hoya La-wyas edge Hill's Angels 54-45 in thriller 
Home Court from page 1 

included a Keg on the Quad, the first 
annual Hoya Hoop-It-Up Three-On
Three tournament-won by Eric Lynn, 
3L, Danny Engleberg, 3L, Daniel 
Okonkwo, 3L, and Ehren Halse
Stumberg, 3E, and last Wednesday's 
main event. A party at the Courtside 
Cafe followed the game. 

"The event was extremely suc
cessful, primarily due to the leader
ship of Lindsay Amstutz, 2L, the 
Chairperson of Home Court, and the 
hard work of the student members of 
the Home Court Committee, as well 
as the many volunteers," said Dean 
Bellamy after the game. All in all, 
Home Court pulled in just under 
$220,000 in contributions, all of which 
will go to benefit the Washington 
Legal Clinic for the Homeless 
(WLCH), which, since 1986, has pro
vided free legal services to homeless 
individuals and families in DC. The 
Legal Clinic, which has a small staff 
and a budget just over $600,000, relies 
solely upon private contributions for 
support. In the past ten years alone, 
total contributions from Home Court 
have nearly doubled. 

Before tipoff, Dean Alex 
Aleinikoff, Dean Bellamy, and 
WLCH's Executive Director Patricia 
Mullahy-Fugere thanked the organiz
ers and numerous supporters of 
Home Court. Following the game, 
Mullahy-Fugere praised the volun
teers for putting on "the best Home 
Court ever," and pledged to use the 
funds "to ease the injustices that too 
many of [WLCH's] clients suffer." 

The student committee was also 
very pleased with the success of the 
event. "Home Court is a great tradi
tion at Georgetown and, as a student, 
it's special to be a part of that tradi
tion, while knowing that your efforts 
are going to a great cause, and having 
a whole lot of fun in the process. This 
year we had so much fun building on 
what we had done last year with the 

hopes of really making this year's 
Home Court special," said Amstutz. 

Now in its eighteenth year, Home 
Court was started in 1987 by then sec
ond-year student Jeff Schwaber, JD 
'88, as a way to help ensure the future 
viability of WLCH. Schwaber, who 
still lives in the area and remains a 
generous contributor to the event, 
was impressed with this year's effort. 
"The enthusiasm in the gym was fan
tastic, the result of an amazingly ded
icated group of student coordinators. 
What students may not realize is that 
this event is the single largest and 
most important fundraiser for the 
Washington Legal Clinic for the 
Homeless," said Schwaber. 

Schwaber also offered a bit of 
Home Court history. Former Rep. 
Tom McMillan (D-Maryland) and for
mer Sen. Bill Bradley (D-New Jersey) 
both participated in the first Home 
Court game. McMillan, who still 
holds a National High School Record 
for scoring more than 50 points in 17 
consecutive games, starred at the 
University of Maryland and went on 

Photo by Holly Eaton 

Lauren Nishimura, 2L, in action. 
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Victorious Hoya Lawyas pose for a photo before playing. 

to the NBA before entering politics. 
Bradley was an Olympic Gold 
Medalist in 1964, the National College 
Player of the Year in 1965, and is a 
Member of the Basketball Hall of 
Fame. According to Schwaber, 
McMillan was in uniform and played 
much of the game. Bradley, who had 
just announced his candidacy for 
President of the United States, partic
ipated as a free-throw shooter. He 
shot 3 free throws and missed them 
all. 

Although nobody in 
Wednesday's game could quite match 
Bradley or McMillan's basketball cre
dentials, both teams played at a very 
high level. Before a raucous crowd of 
more than 600, the Hoya Lawyas 
ended their two-year losing streak. 
Perhaps inspired by a stirring rendi
tion of "The Star-Spangled Banner" 
delivered by Jessica Mazzaro's, 2L, 
Coach Bellamy's team came out ready 
to play. Pepper Harward, lL, who 
won his roster spot at the EJF 
Auction, led all scorers with 15. 
Kenny Hulshof (R-Missouri) dropped 
in 14 for the Hill's Angels, who trailed 
26-23 at halftime and played from 
behind for most of the night. 

"It's nice to win after two straight 

losses, however, the main victory is 
the money raised for the Washington 
Legal Clinic for the Homeless, and the 
way it brings the entire Law Center 
community - faculty, students, staff 
and alums - together for this wonder
ful, annual event," said Bellamy. 

NOTES: 
There were several other high

lights, not the least of which was a 
cheerleading squad, comprised 
entirely of Law Center students and 
led by Alicia Winston, lL. 
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes 
Norton, the District's non-voting 
Representative and Law Center facul
ty member, addressed the crowd at 
halftime. Jack the Bulldog, the official 
face of Hoya Athletics, and the 
Georgetown Varsity Women's 
Basketball team also made appear
ances. Father McFadden, who has 
served as the Game Announcer at 
Georgetown Men's Basketball games 
for many years, donated his micro
phone skills on Wednesday as well. 
The only glitch seems to have been 
some technical difficulties involving 
the music at the after-party. But stu
dents still had no trouble finishing off 
four kegs of beer. 

Give the referee a break and avoid the death threats 
by Glen Worthington, 2L 

Law Weekly 

If you're a player, scoring the win
ning touchdown, sinking the buzzer
beater three, acing the match-point 
serve or homering with two out in the 
ninth brings instant superstar status. 
The coach who wins a championship? 
A legend. The general manager who 
assembles the unbeatable squad? A 
mastermind. The owner who invests 
the right money at the right time? A 
sports fan's best friend. 

But the referee who calls a flaw
less game? A footnote to the winner's 
book and a scapegoat to the losers. 

Seriously, who has the most diffi
cult job with the least respect in the 
entire sporting world? It has to be the 
referee. Consider: the ref makes a 
close call that goes against your team. 
The super-slow, perfect-angle, com
puter-enhanced replay shows that the 
ref got it right. Do you applaud? Do 
you say "Wow, referee! Thanks for 
making the right call"? Of course not. 
You curse the ref and wish he I she 
would have made the wrong call. 

It is a thankless job. The referee 
never gets substituted - he/she is on 
the field the entire game. The referee 

never gets cheered - unless of course 
he I she makes a call in your favor. The 
referee never gets sympathy when 
injured - he I she should not have been 
in the player's way. And if that's not 
enough: death threats. 

This is another installment in my 
once-per-semester quest to bring 
European football (soccer for those 
still in the dark) to the center of the 
Law Center's attention. I usually pre
fer to laud the accomplishments of 
English Premier League's Arsenal 
Football Club, but things haven't gone 
so well this season. And as any sports 
fan knows, the next-best thing to 
praising your team is criticizing the 
rival. 

Last Thursday, Coach Jose 
Mourinho of Chelsea, another Premier 
League team, was fined 9,000 Euros 
(or about $11,500-less than one day's 
pay) and sentenced to a two-match 
ban for "bringing the game into disre
pute." 

His offense? Mr. Mourinho fraud
ulently claimed that Swedish referee 
Anders Frisk talked to opposing 
Barcelona coach Frank Rijkaard dur
ing halftime of an important 
Champions League match. Then, in 
the second half, a Chelsea player was 

shown a red card, reducing the side to 
ten men. With a one-man advantage, 
Barcelona stormed back from behind 
one goal for a 2-1 win. 

Mourinho clain1ed the match was 
fixed. Obviously, the referee cheated. 
Otherwise, Chelsea could not possibly 
have lost. Furthermore, in his post
match comments, Mourinho essential
ly demanded his choice of referees for 
the next encounter with Barcelona. 
Subsequent to Mourinho's accusa
tions, Frisk received several death 
threats from Chelsea supporters. 
Though Frisk is one of the most 
respected and most talented referees 
in the business, he retired from soccer 
as a direct result of Mourinho's accu
sations. Refereeing is a thankless job 
indeed. 

Frisk did not make any mistake. 
The red card was justified; the alleged 
conversation was a mere "hello" as 
coach and referee walked down the 
same tunnel that all the players from 
both teams walk down on the way to 
their respective locker rooms. Frisk 
caHed as perfect a game as possible 
and was forced to retire from the 
sport. 

Chelsea chairman, Bruce Buck, 
finally issued an apology from the 

club about a month after the incident. 
He said, "The whole club respects 
[Frisk's] integrity and we are very 
sorry about the situation that devel
oped-to the extent that if our security 
people are able to develop any infor
mation as to those people that have 
been harassing him we will turn that 
over to the proper authorities." 

When referees need the protection 
of security outside of a sporting 
venue, something is definitely wrong. 

My point: give the refs a break. 
They are doing their best. Some are 
better than others, but mistakes are 
inevitable in fast-paced sports. Do not 
blame the ref because your team lost. 

Even the last second call that goes 
against your team and ends the game 
would not have meant anything if 
your team had scored a few more 
points earlier on. One bad call in a 90-
minu te game (soccer) or in nine 
innings (baseball) is not determinative 
of the outcome. The other 89.9 min
utes or 26 outs are. 

As a soccer fan, I hope Frisk 
returns. As a sports fan, I hope no 
other referee from any sport is forced 
to retire because of one bad call - and 
especially not because of a correct call 
like Frisk. 
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Georgetown Bowling Club hosts first tournament 
by Harsha Rao, 1 L 

Law Weekly 

Bowling has always been one of 
America's mos t popular sports; but 
until now, bowling and the Law Center 
have been like Balki and Larry from 
Perfect Strangers - before Balki came to 
America from Mypos. The elitist 
estrangement of Law Center students 
from the sport of the proletariat has 
been felled in one dean swoop by the 
Georgetown Bowling Club. Last 
Thursday, the Bowling Club success
fully held a bowling tournament for the 
Law Center, The First Annual GULC 
Open, at the GW Hippodrome. 

The tournament successfully 
brought together an eclectic group of 

J 
Photo courtesy ot Alolno Dortt, 3L. ond Sunll Vorghese, 1l 

Peter Turk, 1 L, displays proper form. 

over 100 students from organizations 
around the Law Center. Teams of four 
to six persons paid a $50 entry fee to 
participate. With space for only 24 
teams, the tournament filled up weeks 
before the first ball rolled. The teams 
that were able to sign up in time were 
creative in their naming, which includ
ed ''This is not 'Nam, there are rules," 

"The 4-Skins," "Team Awesome," "We 
make furry animals mad," "Pin Pals" 
and "Republican Law Students". 

Bowlers were also given t-shirts to 
commemorate the inaugural event. The 
blue text on white cotton chemises 
were a hit. ''This t-shirt makes it all 
worthwhile," said Taylor Kiessig, lL of 
"Bowling Team B". 

The GW bowling alley is in a state 
of disrepair. "Playing tournament style 
[ where bowlers switch lanes with an 
opposing team after each frame] made 
it hard because one lane would slope 
right, and then the other would slope 
left. It made strategy difficult," 
observed Kiessig. Potholes that would 
make the City of Philadelphia blush 
were also cited as problems. There was 
also a noticeable lack of balls and beer. 

The alley consisted of 12 lanes, and 
two groups of teams bowled a game to 
consist of a round. There were two pre
liminary rounds and it took a score of 
985 over two rounds with four scores 
per game to advance. The top four scor
ing teams were placed in a Final Four
esque bracket, but the cutoff was close, 
as "We make furry animals mad" 
missed the semi-finals by two pins. 
"Bowling Team B" played ''This is not 
Nam, there are rules" in one bracket 
and "Empty Pin-Setters" faced off 
against "Bowling Team A" in the other 
bracket. 

The finals were nothing short of 
high drama, with "Bowling Team A" 
and "This is not Nam, there are rules" 
dueling back and forth until the last 
frame. Team A went into the 80th and 
final frame, down by 12 pins. Randy 
Merkelson, 3L, from Team A had to 

score either a spare or a strike to win. 
His first attempt knocked nine pins 
down, all but the 7-pin. As nervous 
onlookers paced and dosed their eyes 
in anticipation, Merkelson, the team's 
"power bowler," boldly asked for, and 
received, applause. With the game in 
his hands, he struck the 7-pin dead cen
ter. "Bowling Team A," comprised of 
Binoy Dharia, lL, Sean Hewens, 3L, 
Scott Palmer, 2L, and Merkelson won 
the championship. "It was one of the 
most intense moments of competitive 
law school bowling his tory," said 
Hew ens. 

The tournament was said by many 
to be one of the best Law Center events 
all year. Despite the lack of beer, good 
times were had by all. Impressive 
plaques and lapel pins were handed to 
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Law Students for Choice was one of 
the many organizations represented. 

the winners, but the first place trophy 
could not be given to the winners 
because it was stolen. Witnesses accuse 
former SBA Vice President Bill Walsh, 
3L, of stealing the trophy. It remains to 
be seen if the trophy will be returned. 

Binoy Dharia, 1 L, Sean Hewens, 3L, Scott Palmer, 2L, and Randy Merkelson, 3L 
pose with their first place plaques. Bowling Team A still awaits their trophy. 

Baseball: Mets unhinged and Ponson einbarrassing 
by Harsha Rao, lL 

Law Weekly 

Remember when the Texas 
Rangers signed Alex Rodriguez and 
Chan Ho Park to monster contracts, 
and then stayed in the doghouse of the 
AL West the next few years? The lesson 
that most General Managers learned 
was that you could not tie up all your 
resources in two players, no matter 
how good they might have been at the 
time. Apparently the New York Mets 
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GM Minaya should stop smiling. 

missed class that day because the Mets 
allowed their new GM Omar Minaya to 
tie up most of his payroll in Carlos 
Beltran and Pedro Martinez this off sea
son. The result? The Mets have failed to 
win even one of their firs t five games. 
Now I understand that the Mets' first 
opponent, the Cincinnati Reds, are the 
greatest team in baseball history, but 
still, the Reds also played a guy named 
Wily Mo. The Mets might have made a 
splash in the free agent market las t 
year, but their bullpen is still weak, the 
farm system is feeble, and Mike Piazza 
stopped playing four years ago. Maybe 
that is why they are off to their worst 
start in forty-one years, and most 
everyone in New York is a Yankees fan. 

Speaking of failures, how else can 
you characterize the Chicago Cubs' dis
mal off season? Apart from the Sam.my 
Sosa debacle, they actively refused to 
improve one of the worst b~llpens in 
the majors. Sure, their relievers had 
nice and pretty ERA's, but none of them 
could actually close out a game, as they 
blew 25 of 67 save chances last year. 
Convert four more saves, and the Cubs 
were in the playoffs with their monster 
rotation. But instead of sigrLing a strong 
closer (like San Francisco did with 
Armando Benitez) or trading for one 
(like Atlanta did with Dan Kolb), the 
Cubs sat on their hands waiting for the 
one-year wonder Joe Borowski to 
recover from yet another shoulder 
injury. Sad, but at least Kerry Wood 
and Mark Prior are injured again, so 
there will not be very many saves to 
blow. 

What has gotten into Godzilla? The 
Yankees' Hideki Matsui, not to be con
fused with the Mets' God-awful Kaz 
Matsui, tore it up during spring train
ing, and has continued his charge into 
the regular season with three home 
runs and seven RBI in his first four 
games. Using a calculator, that means 
Hideki is on pace for 120 homeruns and 
280 RBI. Kaz, on the other hand, is on 
pace for forty errors. Worse, Hideki is 
only earning about two million dollars 
more than Kaz. Again why the Mets are 
still stumbling behind the Yankees. 

In the annual competition to see 
who can eat their way to the disabled 
list firs t, the Baltimore Orioles' Sidney 
Ponson and the Anaheim, excuse me, 
Los Angeles Angels' Bartolo Colon are 

at it again. Yet, while Colon is a chub, 
he can still pitch, as evidenced by his 
12-4 record and 3.63 ERA in the midst 
of a playoff run after the All-Star break 
last year. Ponson, on the other hand, 
cannot do much of anything. After a 
breakthrough 2003, he imploded in the 
first-half of 2004, before cobbling 
together a decent finish in the second 
half. After the season ended, instead of 
trying to regain his lost form, Ponson 
punched a judge in Aruba, got caught 
drunk driving and then punched a 
restaurant patron in Florida. All that 
punching finally caught up to Ponson 
when he missed time in spring training 
because of a swollen hand. Ponson can
not even punch correctly. He was once 
groomed as the future ace of 
Baltimore's young pitching staff. Now 
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Last chance for Ponson? 

he is that drunken overweight uncle 
your family pretends they are not relat
ed to. Ponson is no longer a rookie, but 
at twenty-eight years of age, this is his 
make or break season. 

Is there a more irritating man in all 
of baseball than Tony La Russa? He 
proudly stands for the hypocrisy sur-

rounding baseball and steroids. Back 
when the Oakland Athletics were dom
inating baseball during the late 80's, 
whispers arose that their star player 
Jose Canseco was riding a syringe to his 
success. Back then, La Russa staunchly 
defended Canseco from the allegations 
of steroids. However, after Canseco 
revealed both his and Mark McGwire's 
use of steroids in his book, La Russa 
staunchly defended McGwire and 
claimed to have always known that 
Canseco was on the juice. What? How 
can La Russa think that his defense of 
McGwire will change any minds? The 
man has lost all his credibility on this 
issue and revealed himself to be noth
ing more than your classic enabler. 
People have begun talking about wip
ing Canseco and McGwire's marks 
from the record books. Why is no one 
talking about taking away La Russa's 
World Series championship with the 
Athletics? Jose Canseco, admittedly not 
a saint, at least broke open the culture 
of steroids deeply rooted in baseball. La 
Russa is only compounding the 
hypocrisy and lies of the past. 

On the 'roids watch, Alex Sanchez 
was the first player to be caught by 
baseball's new steroid policy. Now 
Sanchez, with four career home runs 
(yes, four, just one more than Hideki 
has in 4 games this season), was proba
bly not the super athlete Canseco was 
claiming steroids could create. But 
Sanchez is the first, and the Lnw Weekly 
salutes him for the only way he could 
get his name into the record books. 
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Celebrating the hiStory of the cherry blossoms 
by Sean Byrne, lL 

Law Weekly 

This past weekend brought to a close the 2005 
installment of the National Cherry Blossom 
Festival, a two-week long series of events tied to 
the blossoming of Washington's cherry trees. 

Japan gave the initial gift of 3,000 Yoshino 
cherry trees to the United States in 1912 to cele
brate the friendship between the two nations. The 
United States has since teceived supplemental 
gifts of Yoshinos and other varietals, bringing the 
total number of trees currently on display to 3,700. 

Though the blossoming of the trees had 
always formed cause for some ceremony and cele
bration, regular civic-group sponsored festivals 
did not start until 1935. This year's festival, heavi
ly corporate sponsored, brought hundreds of 
thousands of tourists to Washington. Though 
exact numbers of cherry blossom attendants are 
difficult to compute, one telling statistic comes 
from Metro: last Wednesday it carried over 
755,000 people, its sixth busiest day ever. 

During the two weeks of the Festival, tourists 
and residents had opportunities to attend such 
traditional events as the Cherry Blossom Festival 
Parade and the Sakura Matsuri, a Japanese street 
festival. Blossom fans also attended the slightly 
less topical rugby tournament and display of 75, 
six-feet-tall Mickey Mouse statues. 

While many of the Festival's events were free, 
some of the more glamorous ones carried price 
tags in the law textbook range: both the "Sushi and 
Sake" evening and the Cherry Blossom Ball ran 
$100 per capita. The highlight of the latter event 
came Saturday night when one of the National 
Cherry Blossom Princesses, young ladies between 
the ages of 19 and 23, representing the several 
states and five territories, was chosen by a spin of 
a wheel to be the 2005 National Cherry Blossom 

The 
Verdict's In 

with Matt Patrician, 3L 
Law Weekly 

This week, students sounded off their favorite 
movie quotes and, oddly enough, the Walt Disney 
classic Bambi appears to be a campus favorite. 

"Lick it up, baby. 
Lick it up." 

- Bambi 
Melissa Byroade, 

2L 

"Coach Carr, step 
away from the under

age Asian girls!" 
- Mean Girls 

Emily Birdwhistell, 
2L 

"Call my lawyer. I 
want Bill Kuntzlcr 

or ... or Ron Kuby, man." 

- The Big Lebowski 
Morgan Taylor, 3L 

"Flowers! I love 
flowers!" 
- Bambi 

Alaina Dartt, 3L 

Photo by A. Jenny Forelt, 2l 
Cherry Blossoms surround the Tidal Basin. This past 
weekend marked the peak of their season. 

Queen. Her duties now encompass making a 10-
day trip to Japan where she will meet privately 
with the prime minister, cabinet officials and 
other dignitaries. 

While the weather cooperated this year by 
guiding the blossoms to peak in the middle of the 
second week of the festival and by providing clear 
skies and mild temperatures for the parade, the 
tourists have not. One of the sad side stories com
ing out of this year's Festival was a growing con
cern of soil compression caused by the hundreds 
of thousands of tourists stomping the grounds 
around the cherry trees. Such actions squee7e air 
and nutrients out of the soil, reducing the ability 
of the trees to sustain themselves. In Washington, 
the problem is compounded by the natural clay 
soil, a type particularly prone to compression. 
Though efforts have been made to alleviate the 
problem, such as injected compressed air into the 
soil around roots and widening designated paths 
from eight to ten feet wide, National Park Service 
horticulturalists say such solutions do not get at 
the root of the problem: that tourists are permitted 
to walk amongst the trees. Plans to erect fences to 
keep visitors to designated paths, however, are 
not being considered, due to their perceived 
unpopularity. 

Because of soil compression and other factors, 
only 125 of the original 3,000 trees remain. Park 
service workers try to keep the annual loss to 1-3 
percent. 

National Cherry Blossom Festival 
More information on the the history of the 

National Cherry Blossom Festival, as well as 
information on events such as parades and the 

Sakura Matsuri, can be found at: 
www.na tio11alcherry'1lossomfestival.org 

Gilbert and Sullivan's The Mikado 
by Emily Birdwhistell, 2L 

Guest Writer 

This week, the Georgetown Gilbert and Sullivan 
Society presents its annual operetta by William 
Schwenk Gilbert and Sir Arthur Sullivan. The Mikado, 
or, The Town of Titipu is the most famous and popular 
opera of the prolific duo. It is a story of Nanki-Poo Geff 
Mikoni, 2L), the son of the Mikado (emperor) of Japan, 
who disguises himself as a musician in order to escape 
from marriage to the bloodthirsty and unattractive 
Katisha (played with the assistance of lots of makeup 
by Alissa Nann, 2L). In the meantime he falls in love 
with the beautiful Yum-Yum Gennifer Geiser, 3L), but 
unfortunately she is already engaged to the Lord High 
Executioner of Titipu, Ko-Ko Gacy D'Aiutolo, L'03). 
General wackiness ensues when the Mikado and 
Katisha pay a visit to Titipu demanding an execution. 

The show boasts a fourteen piece orchestra, music 
directed by Dan McLaughhn, 2L, an ambitious lighting 
design by Brett Martino, IL, a 24 person cast that not 
only includes students, but also several alumni and 
staff member, Sara Daniel, as its web and publications 
manager. The show is directed by Scott Kennison, a sea
soned Gilbert and Sullivan director and performer with 
the Washington Savoyards. 

Those who have never experienced a Gilbert and 
Sullivan operetta will be pleasantly surprised to fi.nd 
not only complex and beautiful music, but also amus
ing dialogue and clever lyrics. Some of the lyrics are tra
ditionally re-written to reflect the current era. In the 
Law Center's case, you might hear some mentions of 
law professors 1f you pay close attention. "For anyone 
who might be a little wary of going to an opera, they 
will find this a very accessible and entertaining experi
ence," says Allison Otto, 3L. "Gilbert and Sullivan's 
operettas are structurally very similar to modem musi
cal theater-songs that advance the plot interspersed 
with comedic dialogue. Gilbert, the lyricist, loved jokes 
about lawyers and the govemmel'tt, which is great for a 
Law Center audience. Also, our director is a big fan of 
the clever sight gag, so look for some hilarious stuff 
going on in the background." In fact, though the show 
may superficially appear to be about ancient Japan, and 

incorporates some Japanese influenced musical strains, 
it is actually a thinly veiled commentary on the bureau
cracy and absurdity of British politics in the late 19th 
century, and the satire is still applicable today. 

"I really identify with the show because Sullivan 
was as much of a slacker .. .! mean, Sullivan had as 
much of a solid last minute work ethic as I do. He wrote 
the entire overture and one of the songs in the 30 hours 
before the show opened in London in 1885," said 
McLaughlin, a Gilbert and Sullivan buff himself. 
However, McLaughlin did not procrastinate in gather-· 
ing the musicians for the orchestra. The well-rehearsed 
group includes students, Jenny Cieplak, 3L, Paul 
Deeringer, 2L, Nick Freilich, IL, and Christine Wilson, 
2L, and alumni Emily Arnold-Fernandez, L'04, and 
Melissa Williams, L'03. 

Photo by Sobohol Choudhary, 2l 
From L to R: Melissa Sanchez, 3L; Jennifer Geiser, 3L; 
Allison Otto, 3L; and Jeff Mlkonl, 3L. 

The Gilbert and Sullivan Society is concluding a 
great year that included productions of How to Succeed 
i11 Business Without Really Trying, Oscar Wilde's T11e 
Importance of Being [arnest, and two cabarets, in both fall 
and spring. And TIie Mikado promises to be just as 
enjoyable as the rest of the season. "Gilbert and 
Sullivan's wonderful script and music combined with 
our talented cast make!> for a great time," Jocelyn Smith, 
2L, promises. 

T11e"Mikado runs April 13 -16. The metaphorical cur
tain rises each night at 8pm in the Hart Auditorium. 
Tickets are on sale this week in the Chapel area for an 
advanced price of $8 for students and $10 for non-stu
dents. Tickets at the door are $10 for students and $12 
for non-students. 
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Violent Sin City makes for stunning • c1netna 
Jacob Howley, lL 

Guest Writer 

I am willing to bet that every moviegoer will react 
to Sin City's unspeakable brutality, stunning filrn-noir 
cinematography, and hard-edged, idiosyncratic char
acters. The audience will leave the theater shaking its 
heads in wonder or disgust, agreeing that, at the very 
least, it's all quite unlike anything they've ever seen. 

Moviegoers unfamiliar with Sin City's prior sig
nificance will chalk it up as another violent, eye-catch-

alive and mounts them like hunting trophies. Blood 
flows in monochrome billows, and the gore tests the 
limits of both good taste and the privilege it enjoys 
from the comic-book medium's patent unreality. 

Plot violence is not, in itself, the mark of cinemat
ic bad taste; its overuse without a compelling dramat
ic purpose is. Rodriguez's and Tarantino's past films 
have always suffered for that reason, and they have 
relied on their characters' "hipness" appeal to compen
sate. Miller, on the other hand, seems to understand 
violence's value as an "alienation effect," a la Bertolt 

Brecht: by disen
gaging the audi
ence's emotions, it 
can allow enough 
critical distance for 
the viewer to 
wrestle with the 
characters' ethical 
conflicts. 

Miller casts 
those conflicts in a 
vocabulary of 
Catholic arche
types and themes 
reminiscent of 
Bono or Graham 
Greene. The seg
ment based on 
That Yellow 
Bastard, for exam
ple, revolves 
around the putri°d 

Photo courtesy Dlmenslon FUms sexual predator 
Bruce Willis and Michael Madsen spar over who will be called "Mr. Black." Yellow Bastard, ni 

ing tour-de-force from directors Robert Rodriguez and Rourk Junior (Nick Stahl), the virginal exotic dancer 
Quentin Tarantino. In other words, a large segment of he seeks to defile (an achingly beautiful Jessica Alba), 
Sin City's audience will quite probably miss the very and her long-suffering savior, Willis's framed ex-cop 
point Rodriguez and Tarantino are trying to make. Hartigan. Lest we have trouble puzzling out the Devil-

What I mean is this: The film is nothing if not one Madonna/whore-Christ tension, Hartigan's forehead 
glorious paean to writer and artist Frank Miller's con- sports a cross-shaped scar, and Yellow Bastard's father 
troversial genius. (Powers Boothe) all but proclaims himself a Senator of 

Rodriguez has stressed his faithfulness to the Lies. Hartigan is left for dead and revived (twice), as is 
source material, Miller's 1990s graphic novels The Hard his devilish doppelgiinger Junior. 
Goodbye, The Big Fat Kill, That Yellow Bastard, and The Sin City's symbolism is too broad to be a mere 
Babe Wore Red. Rodriguez quips that he didn't need to rehashing of the Christ saga, though. Hartigan's tra
write a script or storyboard, because they came ready- vails on behalf of "little Nancy Callahan" seem less fit
made in the graphic novels. As a sign of his sincerity ting of Jesus than of an Arthurian knight. The knight
to Miller, Rodriguez sacrificed his membership in the protector archetype is clearer in the segment from The 
Director's Guild of America to list Miller as a co-direc- Hard Goodbye, which follows berserker Marv's (Mickey 
tor, and relegated his own cinematography credit to a Rourke, an exact replica of Miller's drawings) quest to 
mere "Shot and Cut." avenge the hooker Goldie (Taime King). 

The verisimilitude will impress anyone possess- Marv's forehead bears a cross of bandages in the 
ing even the faintest familiarity with Miller's work. same spot as Hartigan's scar, but Marv's sadistic ebul
(Full disclosure: While I have enjoyed numerous lience dispels any half-baked Christ analogy. As 
examples of Miller's work, I have not yet read the Sin Dwight (Clive Owen) notes in a voice-over, Marv is 
City books in full.) The film's dialogue and voice-over modeled on the medieval warriors whose dubious 
narration - a feature intrinsic to comic-book story- Christian morals were channeled by their service to a 
telling, yet never before so perfectly translated into liege lady. Marv feels himself beholden to Goldie for 
film - are lifted verbatim from Miller's hard-boiled, her display of affection, which even he acknowledges 
epigrammatic prose. One can even hear the breaks as a ploy to enlist him as her protector. 
between caption boxes when Hartigan (Bruce Willis) At the same time, the story exposes Miller's 
delivers Hemingway-esque lines like, "An old man ambivalence toward the Church. Marv's swath of 
dies. A young girl lives. It's a fair trade." vengeance cuts all the way up the church tower of 

More pervasive than Miller's writing style is his Cardinal Roark (Blade Runner's Rutger Hauer), the 
artwork. Each shot is essentially a panel with moving spiritual side of Sin City's corrupt trinity. Marv even 
parts. The black-and-white format of the Si11 City nov- stakes his soul for the sake of his quest, by executing a 
els allowed Miller to experiment with his preoccupa- priest and alleged undercover hitman (played by 
tion: chiaroscuro, the interplay of darkness and light, Miller himself) through a priest's confessional. And 
with little attention to gradations in between. It draws the single-minded focus on retributive justice turns a 
heavily from the dynamic lighting of film-noir, yet blind eye on Christianity's mercy-based morals, if not 
Rodriguez had to shoot and engineer every frame dig- the whole adjudicatory tradition Aeschylus promoted 
itally to mimic Miller's complexity. Rodriguez's work a t the end of his Oresteia. 
pays off in the end. Miller's trademark visuals are Dwight's own episode, The Big Fat Kill, may be the 
every bit as bold and innovative on the big screen: sil- only one to forego Christian tropes. In seeming rebel
houettes in negative, monochrome b lack back- lion against Miller's alleged misogyny, the story con
grounds, whited-out details, and swatches of color cems the imminent breakdown of political order in 
only where noir-ish adjectives would get in the way. prostitute-governed Old Town. When martial-arts 

The point of all of this is that Rodriguez and mistress Miho (Devon Aoki) accidentally slays a plain
Tarantino don't want us to see this as their film, but as clothes cop (Benicia Del Toro), the compact allowing 
Miller's. For that, we should be grateful. the prostitutes to safeguard their turf from pimps and 

In terms of its thanatic glee, Sin City looks a lot like mobsters appears on the verge of collapse. Amazons 
any other Tarantino/Rodriguez film. Countless limbs though they may be, however, this story's ladies also 
and two heads are severed. A thoracic gland and male end up relying on a man's wiles and agility - in this 
genitalia are ripped out by hand. The eerily silent psy- case, Dwight's - to keep their would-be subjugators at 
cho killer Kevin (Elijah Wood, doing his best to avoid bay. 
typecasting as a goody-goody midget) eats women By this point, the film has abandoned any vestige 

of Christian ideas (though they reappear later, in the 
second half of the Yellow Bastard story), in favor of pri
mal warfare. The warrior maidens' inevitable mobster 
massacre simultaneously recalls the Homeric Trojan
horse episode and the climactic battle scene of Akira 
Kurosawa's Rnn. Dwight even compares his beloved 
Amazon chieftain Gail (Rosario Dawson, 25th Hour) to 
Norse mythology's battle-happy Valkyries. The car
nage is exuberant and extended to the point of virtual 
sadistic ejaculation, suggesting that this must be one of 
Tarantino's guest spots. 

Miller makes a strong case for viewing the crime 
and comic-book superhero genres as the modem 
repository of the millennia-old hero epic. As in his 
early work for Marvel's Daredevil and The Punisher and 
DC's Batman, Miller eschews extravagant super-pow
ers and prefers protagonists with simple agility, 
strength, and endurance, magnified just enough to 
push the story into the realm of myth. Each protago
nist and antagonist has a distinctive trait, such as the 
Old Towners' themed outfits or the golden eyeball of 
the mobster Manute (Tames Clarke Duncan, who also 
portrayed an inexplicably black Kingpin in Daredevil). 
After all, the first costume villains in Depression-era 
pulps evolved from legendary bootleggers, and mob
sters, each of whom had a telltale tic or feature. 

For all its allusions to hero sagas, Christian or oth
erwise, Sin City lets us know that it exists within a 
human hell. Men are serial killers, thugs, hitmen or 
sellouts to a corrupt power structure. Women are 
objects of male desire: whores, barmaids, dancers; 
even the lesbian parole officer Lucille (a perpetually 
disrobed Carla Gugino) can't keep her statuesque 
form from becoming the object of men's gaze. The pro
tagonists are not "good-guy" heroes, but anti-heroes 
whose personal motivations occasionally coincide 
with broader social benefit or justice. 

Thanks to their adherence to Miller's powerful 
material, Rodriguez and Tarantino have finally pulled 
off a meaningful and breathtaking film. Though at 
times deeply unsettling, the film will especially 
reward those who, like the directors, have at least a 
passing appreciation for Miller's work. After all, Miller 
rewrote the rules for writing and art in the comic-book 
medium; why shouldn't he do the same for film? 

The dark, monochromatic art from the Frank MIiier's 
Sin City graphic novels was adapted for the big 
screen by Rodriguez and Tarantino. 

The Bottom Line: If you've ever seen and 
appreciated so much as a page of a Frank Miller 
comic, you should thoroughly enjoy this film. 1f 
you haven't, it's a toss-up: you'll either hate it, or 
else you'll want to run out and gobble up every Sin 
City novel within reach. 
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Universal 
Law 

Aries (March 21 - April 19) 
The stars are bringing dramatic 
changes to your life. Expect to 
wake up from that really cool 
party with a new hair color. 

Taurus (April 20 - May 20) 
It is okay to disagree in a relation
ship. Just not in your relationship 
with your Tax professor. 
Sometimes, you should just grant 
that the other person really is 
always right. 

Gemini (May 21 - June 21) 
Sometimes it's best to just let go. 
Specifically, you should let go of 
that dream of having a 4.0. 

Cancer (June 22 - July 22) 
Is is a virtue to be spontaneous. 
Pencil a little spontaneity into 
your Outlook calendar. 

Leo (July 23 Aug. 22) 
The stars warn you that a person 
from your past may emerge 
today. Especially if you're going 
on Dr. Phil. 

Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22) 
Sometimes you have to have faith 
in the kindness of strangers. Other 
times, it is better to have faith in 
your ability to run really fast. 

Libra (S~pt. 23 Oct. 23) 
If you're wondering when that 
special someone will notice you, 
wonder no more. They've already 
picked up on your inane com
ments in Property class. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24 - Nov. 21) 
Something you thought was just a 
fantasy will suddenly become 
real. Unfortunately, it's that fanta
sy where you have to kill the 
dragon to rescue the beautiful 
princess. Good luck. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) 
Let go of the guilt and have fun 
tonight. You'll have plenty of time 
for guilt tomorrow when you 
sober up. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan.- 19) 
The stars would like to remind 
you that your sunny personality 
may be annoying to those law stu
dents stuck in the rainy doldrums 
of studying. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) 
Property isn't as boring as you 
thought it would be, which you 
will discover as you have to do all 
your reading for this semester this 
weekend. 

Pisces (Feb. 19 - March 20) 
Dare to be different today. Assert 
yourself. Carpe Diem. None of 
these phrases apply to your day. 

by the stellar Jenny Cieplak, 3L 

Zhu bin's· Infograph 
Least popular classes 

Class registration has opened up for next year, and stu
dents arc already mulling their options for courses. Sadly, 

not all c lasses are expected to be filled up. What are some 
of the least popular courses being offered? 

LAWJ00295 Tax III: Your Ass is Mine (taught by 
Professor Ginsberg) 

LAWJ00342 Securities Law and International 
Transact-zzzzzzzzzzz 

LAWJ00342 Critical Race Theory I: Why Are You So 
Racist? 

LAWJ52239 Critical Race Theory II: Seriously Though, 
Why? 

LAWJ00496 National Security and Civil Liberties (NOTE: 
pursuant to new provisions of the Patriot Act, enrolling for 

tl1is class requires registration with the Department of 
Homeland Security) 

. v 

LAWJ0194 7 "What Do You Feel About It?": Section 3 
Seminar 

LAWJ9245 1 Law and Economics I: Isn't Posner AWE
SOME?! 

LAWJ00484 Professional Responsibility 

by the always fantabulous Zhubin Parang, 2L 

The Quotable ... 
"I don't get the laughing out of context so much in this class, but alright." -
The Quotable Professor Peter Rubin (during discussion on the right to die) 

''Reading this material is like watching turgid old law professors conducting 
angels doing the lambada on the head of a pin." - The Quotable Professor 
Heathcote Wales 

''Hmm. We don't usually use the word 'prick' in my class." - The Quotable 
Professor Peter Rubin 

"Wait till you have kids. They smell like all kinds of things." -The Quotable 
Professor Heathcote Wales 
~ A 

Heat on the 
Hill 

The Laws of Love by 
Logan & Lucy 

Dear Heat on the Hill, 
I have this girl I've been seeing on 

and off. When she comes to town - she 
lives in New York - she gives me a call 
and we hang out. By hang out I mean 
we go out to dinner and end up mak
ing out or in bed without many 
clothes on. Now, I know she sees 
other guys, and I, other girls, but I'm 
confused as to where we stand. We're 
not "friends with benefits," because 
that implies some past strong platonic 
friendship, nor are we "dating," as we 
see other people. Am I in a position 
where I could make this more exclu
sive or am I in some kind of situation 
with implied limits? I don't want to 
ruin this by moving too quickly to 
exclusivity but I also don't know if I 
feel comfortable with her just show
ing up now and then and vanishing 
for weeks or months on end. Advice? 

Feeling Duped in Dupont 

Dear Feeling Duped, 
This reminds Lucy of a very similar 

situation in which she once found h~lf. 
Confused and lonely her 1L year, she had 
a friend with wlwm she had 11euer been 
able to date while they were in close geo
graphic proximity. That year, however, he 
would show up every month or so and take 
her to din11er somewhere quiet and glam
orous or to respectable lunches at Cafe 
Mila110. The consummate gentleman, he 
opened doors, was accomplished, witty, 
attractive, chamzing and gentle, followed 
her into rooms with his hand on the small 
of her back, politely introduced her to all 
around, knew the "right" people and 
would whisper sweet nothings into her ear 
all night. However, Lucy knew full well 
that he was, to put it mildly, a man-whore. 

My experience leads me to suggest 
that you slwuld confront this situation 
and find out where you stand. Don't 
delude yourself, but also don't let yourself 
be deluded. If you' re looking for something 
more, say so. If you ju.st enjoy the compa
ny, that too is fine - as long as you don't 
mind the emotional extemalities that are 
produced when someone you c.are about is 
plainly seeing other people. 

wve, Lucy 

Dear Dupont, 
If this girl is half as cool as she 

sounds, you slwuld just talk to her and 
ask. This could be the start of something 
good. Or it could be the start of a relation
ship. Who know? It doesn't have to be a 
seriou.~ talk - I'm thinking maybe more 
like pillow talk. At least then you'll know. 
And knowing is half the battle. 

Free your mind, wgan 

Got Questions? 
Email Heat on the Hill 

laweekly@bulldog.georgetown.edu 
Confidentiality guaranteed! 

Please Note: Advice columns are 
intended for amusement purpos
es only. Writers' names are ficti-
cious. Some question scenarios 

are fictitious and written by 
members of the Law Weekly. 

ti 
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Who's to blatne for law- school rankings? 
Amy Messigian 

The Proverbial Mess 

In the latest U. S. News and World 
Report graduate school rankings, the 
Law Center was rated the 14th best 
law school in the nation. Being in not 
only the top tier but also the elite top 
20, one would think such a number 
would be the cause of celebration. 
Only 13 schools (according to very 
curious methods calculation) have us· 
beat! So why then are you crying? 

Is it because you are worried 
about the recent spike of George 
Washington University, which now 
rounds out the elite top twenty. Will 
GW "steal" students from the Law 
Center? Or, shudder, will George 
Washington become the preeminent 
law school in the District? 

Sigh. Sotry, but I am not moved. 
Every year we complain about how 
we get the proverbial shaft in the rank
ings because we have a night program, 
or because we are a bigger school, or 
because we are building new build
ings or are not attached to main cam
pus. It is always something. 

To me, the proof is in the pudding. 
Georgetown does not now and it is 
doubtful it will any time in the near 
future risk the loss of students to a 
ranking. In fact,. we get more applica
tions every year and the quality of 
admitted students continues to 
increase. What the Law Center may 
lose students to, however, is a name, or 
an identity, or a city. 

As a Student Ambassador last 
year, I learned the importance of tai
loring my message to the interests of 

Letters 

To the Editor: 
There are several problematic state

ments in Michael Palisano's op-ed, but 
I'm just writing to address one: the use 
of misogyny to "unite" Democrats and 
Republicans. After giving a superficial 
and barely coherent reading of the dif
ferences between Republicans and 
Democrats (I guess that's what it was 
about), Michael ends his piece by say
ing that the parties should look for com
mon ground because "Oh well, at least 
everybody still likes porn." Nice move, 
Michael! Almost as nice as your conces
sion that the "private" coercions of the 
family are acceptable only insofar as 
your wife likes to be "treated like the 
gimp from Pulp Fiction." I guess·when
ever men are having their little ideolog
ical quibbles over whether to exploit 
poor, culturally isolated Christians or 
those in a permanently vegetative state, 
they can always smooth things over 
with a nice old-fashioned wife-beat
ing/ porn joke. Nothing like objectifica
tion and violence to bring people 
together! 

It's a joke, I get it, I'm a humorless, 
sex-hating feminist, right? That's an 
easy one. Respecting women just 
divides us. You did get one thing right, 
Michael - your attitudes are the prod
uct of your white, male, heterosexual 
privilege. If this is "liberalism at the law 
center," it's no wonder you don't feel 
victimized and threatened. But enough 
op-eds like this, and some of us might. 

-Rebeccn Shaeffer, 1L 

the particular prospective student. 
Some people like the diversity of a 
larger campus, and appreciate the 
numerous resources the Law Center 
has to offer. Some are just thrilled to 
know that law students still go out and 
have fun. Honestly, having a keg on 
the quad during the open house last 
year was brilliant. Sure, it may have 
tu.med up a few noses from students 
who ended up at some stuffy (read: 
Ivy League) school, but you know 
what I say to that? Take them. They're 
yours. You can have 'em. 

First, you would be hard pressed 
to prove to me that when James 
Thibold, ID, tells me he has a choice 
between Georgetown, NYU or 
Harvard he is not going to attend 
Harvard. Rankings related? No. Name 
related. 

But, that is actually the same rea
son Georgetown gets the edge in so 
many other situations. Everyone in the 

· field talks about Georgetown. When I 
had to select a school, I had countless 
people remark that they were 
impressed I had been accepted at 
Georgetown. The other schools that 
rounded out my choice of top twenty 
picks had nowhere near the same 
reception, including the school I 
believe to be our true rival: NYU. 

As an asid~, I think if we do want 
to complain about rankings, we 
should quit bemoaning our proximity 
to GW (because honestly if I wanted 
that sort of elitism I would have joined 
Mr. Thibold and the Crimson Tide) 
and focus on closing the gap between 
Georgetown and NYU. This requires 
constantly improving our internation
al and comparative law programs. 
Fortunately, the opening of the 

To the Editor: 
I wanted to write and thank 

Michael Palisano for his gentle piece on 
the stereotyping of the two main politi
cal divisions by each other. I, too, work 
hard to encourage my Democratic 
friends and colleagues to realize that 
Republicans and Democrats are often 
people with the same concerns and 
desires, and differ in their understand
ing of how to achieve them - or what 
achievement might mean. 

I grow more disheartened with 
each passing year at the caricaturistic 
portrayal of American citizens brought 
about by politics. Passionate argument 
and disagreement have their place, and 
I understand that campaigns have often 
been won with anger and hatred. But it 
may be that we are edging too far away 
from any chance at cooperation and 
hope. Without respect and collabora
tion, America's condition both domestic 
and international will continue to dete
riorate. I applaud Mr. Palisano for his 
effort to break down stereotypes and 
work towards mutual respect and 
understanding. 

-Mary Campbell, 2L 

To the Editor: 
As a member of the graduating 

class, I am already being asked to make 
a gift to the Law Center, called the 
"Graduating Oass Gift." Our class has 
been solicited in person by volunteers at 
a table on the first floor of McDonough 
Hall as well as over e-mail. I have 
already discussed this issue with a 
classmate who was volunteering at that 
table, but because she told me that oth
ers had mentioned the same to her, I 
decided to open the discussion to the 

Hotung building and the international 
law library should only improve our 
status as a premier institu.tion in inter
national law. But why stop there. 
Rumor has it that the Global Law 
Scholars may be getting the axe, 
because the Law Center administra
tion really hasn' t figured out what to 
do with the program. As someone 
who chose Georgetown based on its 
commitment to international law 
scholarship, I worry that losing the 
Global Law Scholars will mean losing 
some of our more talented students to 
other schools. The perspective these 
well-traveled and well-educated stu
dents brings to the classroom is evi
dent. Rather than scrap the program, it 
should be given a purpose, and the 
administration should consider insti
tuting similar programs, as they will 
only serve to steer more bright minds 
to the Law Center. 

Also, the Law Center needs to pre
serve its image as being concerned 
with the needs of its students and not 
a "lawyer factory." While I have never 
felt this way, I know there are those 
who do. Part of it is that there are 
many stars among the faculty, which 
means there are also many students 
wishing to attend classes with these 
particularly popular professors. It is a 
problem of supply and demand. One 
could sacrifice these classes for less 
popular and therefore more individu
alized classes, but that isn't why I, for 
one, came to Georgetown. 

At the end of the day, I am proud 
to be a Hoya and you'd better be, too. 
And if you aren't, no one is keeping 
you. There are thousands of transfer 
students ready to take your place. 

Law Center community. 
While I recognize that alumni (and 

soon-to-be alumni) giving is an impor
tant source of income for educational 
institutions and goes to many good 
causes our school, I will have to make 
any future educational donations exclu
sively to my undergraduate institution, 
which does not impose sped.fie reli
gious beliefs on non-practicing stu
dents. I cannot in good conscience 
donate any money to an institution that 
has denied me as a female student hon
est, comprehensive health care. As 
many know, despite the verbal and 
written pleas of a large block of stu
dents over the past several years, adults 
whose only source of affordable health 
care while they are in school is the stu
dent health plan, and thus the universi
ty-affiliated clinics and hospital, are still 
denied honest access to birth control 
and are not openly informed of this pol
icy prior to matriculation. Because the 
administration does not seem to be 
hearing our words, I will have to speak 
with my wallet instead. 

-Cassandra Porsch, 3L 
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Taxation refund without representation in the District 
Donald Sherman 

This past Thursday, I got the bad 
news from my friends at H & R Block. 
Apparently, I owe the government a 
few hundred dollars. This figure might 
. not be much for some, but is more than 
enough to throw my fragile budget out 
of whack. As I try to figure out how I 
am going to pay off my debt to the gov
ernment, I have also asked myself 
"What does the government owe me?" 
A year or two ago I would probably 
have come up with complex answers 
relating to the efficacy of democracy 
and public policy. Now, as a new 
District resident my answer is very sim
ple - I want full voting representation in 
Congress. 

Like the nearly 600,000 other resi
dents of the District of Columbia, I pay 
federal taxes and am subject to federal 
laws, but have no voting representative 
in the national legislature. When I came 
to Washington for law school, I also 
made the decision to surrender a signif
icant portion of my political rights. By 
becoming a District resident, I traded in 
Gregory Meeks, the Democratic 
Representative from the Sixth District of 
New York for Eleanor Holmes Norton, 
the non-voting Delegate to the House of 
Representatives. Worse still, I 
exchanged Senators Hillary Clinton and 
Chuck Schumer for no one; the District 
of Columbia has no representative, vot
ing or non-voting, in the United States 
Senate. So, as April 15 approaches, "tax
ation without representation" is more 
than just a remnant of colonial America 
or a catch phrase from a license plate. It 
is an injustice that not onJy offends my 

sensibilities as an American concerned 
with democracy, but also limits my 
access to the government and adversely 
affects the social and political institu
tions of my new home. 

Perhaps even more troubling than 
the District's lack of voting representa
tion is Congress' power to direct local 
affairs. Despite so-called "home rule," 
the District of Columbia remains a 
colony of the national government. The 
District Gause of the Constitution pro
vides Congress authority to exercise 
"exclusive legislation" over "the Seat of 
the government of the United States." 
Practical application of this provision 
means that Congress has oversight con
trol over what the District of Columbia 
can and cannot do with its own locally 
raised tax dollars. Congress simply has 
to pass a law to undermine the will of 
the people. The most heinous example 
of this injustice is that the District of 
Columbia City Council is prohibited 
from using local tax revenue to lobby 
for full voting representation in 
Congress. 

The tangible and psychological 
effects of disenfranchisement touch 
every aspect of life in the District of 
Columbia. Washington has one of the 
highest personal income and corporate 
tax rates in the country. However, due 
to Congress' unregulated control of the 
District's budget, public funding for 
health care and other programs consis
tently fail to match the actual need. 
Public education in the District is also 
impacted by disenfranchisement, most 
recently when Congress decided to use 
the District as a test site for its school 
voucher program despite the disap
proval of local residents and elected 
officials. In addition, because the 

District is not a state, it does not benefit 
from taxing the income of commuters 
who work within city limits. As such, 
people who live in the suburbs of 
Virginia and Maryland, but work in the 
District use District resources without 
bearing many of the costs. Those costs, 
of course, are passed along to District 
residents . 

Every member of the United States 
Congress is supposed to represent the 
District of Columbia. Of course, District 
residents don't get to vote for every 
member of the United States Congress. 
In fact, the one representative we do 
elect cannot vote on the House floor. 
The judiciary has consistently said that 
the District's representation problem 
must be solved in the legislature rather 
than the courts. Although there is pend
ing legislation in both the House and 
the Senate that would grant some form 
of voting representation to the District, 
they still lack sufficient support for pas
sage. Congress' control over local gov
ernment creates another accountability 
problem. Locally elected officials can 
always point to Congressional over
sight and the District's lack of represen
tation as the source of many of the city's 
problems. This readily available excuse 
undermines the democratic process 
even when District residents can elect 
their own representatives. 

Students at the Law Center have a 
unique opportunity to get involved in 
this movement. Many of you have 
maintained your right to vote in locali
ties outside of the District of Columbia. 
Without the support of citizens from 
states that actually have voting repre
sentation in Congress, District residents 
will never be able to enjoy those same 
rights. Tell your Congressman. Tell 

your Senator. Tell your family and your 
friends back home. Tell anybody who 
will listen about the injustice of living 
both in the shadow yet under the foot of 
the United States Capitol. It took me 
nearly four years at Georgetown 
College to realize that "taxation without 
representation" was alive and well in 
America. There is no reason why the 
rest of the nation should remain igno
rant. 

Voting representation is not the 
only issue affecting the citizens of 
Washington. Like most major cities, the 
District struggles to build communities, 
improve education, prevent crime and 
address concerns about poverty. These 
problems provide Georgetown commu
nity members with a multitude of 
opportunities to bring about change 
through political activism and other 
means. Many of us live in Washington 
and work or soon plan to work in 
Washington. At the very least, we all 
spend a significant amount of our time 
in the District of Columbia because of 
our affiliation with Georgetown 
University. While Georgetown 
implores its students to perform com
munity service all over the nation and 
world, it is particularly important that 
we take advantage of our time in the 
District to help represent those who do 
not have a voice. Unfortunately, in the 
District of Columbia, that number is 
disproportionately large and includes 
many of our own numbers as well. 
Working to bring truly representative 
democracy to the District is onJy one of 
many options. Hopefully each of us will 
find some way to contribute. And hope
fully next year, I will get more than just 
a refund check for my taxes. 

Nabongist Manifesto: a coffee table book/guide to life 
Mark Nabong 

The Nabonganation 

Hunter S. Thompson, Saul Bellow 
and Pope John Paul II are sitting in a 
room in the afterlife. The Pope looks at 
Saul Bellow and says, "I think this is 
heaven because you are here," then 
looks at Hunter S. Thompson and says, 
"but I think this might be hell because 
you are here." Saul Bellow looks at the 
Pope and says, 'This might be heaven if 
you are here," then looks at Hunter S. 
Thompson and says, "or it might be hell 
if you are here." Hunter S. Thompson 
looks and them both and says, "I know 
this isn't hell because 1 don't see Nixon." 

I am not writing about the Schiavo 
debate. I am not writing a paean to 
bipartisan understanding. I am not 
writing a lament about how hard it is to 
get a job. What I am writing is a mani
festo. This is the Nabongist Manifesto; it 
is my call to arms. It is mostly a load of 
bull crap, so I thought about calling it 
'The 95 Feces" and nailing it to the door 
of the St. Thomas More Chapel, but that 
seemed wrong for some reason. 

This is my manifesto for law stu
dents: this is the opening salvo is my 
attack on Fort Sumter. Well, it probably 
is just a series of whmey complaints, but 
in my head it's something epic. 
Actually, in my head, a lot of things are 
different. for example, 1 am 6 foot 4 in 
my head with a killer jump shot and 
lock-down defensive skillz. In my head 
I am the greatest orator on earth; I am 
Daniel Webster, Winston Churchill and 
Anansi all rolled into one. In my head 

my grades are not "subpar," they are 
simply "anti-grade inflation." However, 
my own delusions of grandeur notwith
standing, the point of this column 
remains this: I want every person read
ing this (both of you) to take the 
Nabongist pledge. The pledge has sev
eral parts, and will be recited every 
morning while facing the flag of the 
Republic of Nabongolia. The name 
"Nabongolia," by the way, is not set in 
stone. For my future nation I am also 
considering the names "Nabongistan" 
and 'The Democratic People's Republic 
of Nabongo." Take the pledge and be 
part of the glorious new regime. The 
pledge segments are below, with paren
thetical explanations to aid the slower 
students here at Georgetown. (SBA del
egates, I'm talking to you.). 

- I PLEDGE to remember that the 
exams are graded anonymously, and 
will therefore leave the professor alone 
after class instead of rushing to the front 
to prove that I understand the subject 
matter through deftly constructed ques
tions. I will also remember to get the 
hell out of the way of people trying to 
leave the classroom. (I mean it. Get the 
crap out of my way! I have another 
class! You can nod your head lovingly 
at the professor's comments later!) 

- I PLEDGE to eat more Chinese 
food, because it's damn good and you 
can get a lunch combo for $4.95 or less 
on H Street (self-explanatory). 

- I PLEDGE to get outside and enjoy 
Washington on occasion. I will not sit in 
the library eating Snicker<;™ and 
FritosTM all the live-long day. I will 
instead take the time to go out and 

explore the large, diverse city I live in so 
that when I am in my sixties I may look 
back on my twenties with something 
approximating fondness. (There are 
people here at the Law Center who 
have never been to the National Mall or 
to any other neighborhood. This is sad. 
UnJess you are an insect and need to 
stay underground to complete your 
pupa phase, get out and enjoy D.C.). 

- I PLEDGE to pretend I am extraor
dinarily confident in my own abilities as 
a law student and an intellectual, and 
will therefore not make statements to 
others in order tc force them to 
acknowledge my talents and wisdom. 
(Have you been in a group with some
one who needs to mention why his 
experience gives him insight that is 
unknowable by you? Don't act like this 
unless you are a Rabbi, Priest, etc., and 
even then don't do it.) 

- I PLEDGE to tip people better. I 
will give more money to waiters, cab 
drivers and skycaps, because as broke 
as I am it is good karma (I am Catholic, 
so I think of this as a modem-day indul
gence.) 

- I PLEDGE to appreciate my class
mates, even the extraordinarily 
unpleasant ones. I will say "hi" to people 
I do not know very well, and I will say 
"Hi!" to people I do know very well. 
(We're here for a long time, people, and 
l~t's suppress our rage and hatred for 
each other and build a community-ish 
feeling. I personally just save my 
seething aggression for family members 
and tourists.) 

- I PLEDGE to remember that the 
faculty and staff here at the Law Center 

are great people, even the ones who do 
not have tenure and will never write me 
a recommendation. In this effort, I will 
say "hello" to administrative and sup
port staff. I will throw away my garbage 
myself. I will put in the minimum effort 
required to keep the bathrooms clean. 
(Really guys, who raised you? If you 
spill something, clean it up. If you break 
something accidentally, then let some
one know and apologize, for Pete's sake. 
The term for non-students here is "fac
ulty and staff." not "faculty and ignor
able-pieces-of-furniture.") 

- I PLEDGE to stop ranking people 
based on attractiveness or GPA and will 
instead rank people based on how 
funny their T-shirts are. I will acknowl
edge that the only really fair thing to 
base a hierarchy on is T-shirt slogans. (I 
am too suburban to base my ordering 
on 'bling," and am too impatient to get 
to know people, and so the funniness of 
your apparel is how you will be 
judged.) 

- I PLEDGE to only make a misogy
nistic joke if it is really, really, really, 
funny, and even then, onJy if I am a 
woman myself. (I personally am not a 
woman, but my morn taught me this: 
women kick hard if you act stupid.) 

And finally, the pledge coda: I 
PLEDGE to stress over something onJy 
if it matters. If it does not involve the 
playoffs, it does not really matter. 

[ds. note: You should have see11 the 
first draft of this thi11g. It was less fu1111y (is 
that possible?) and it was horrendously 
profane. Email the author at 
mcn22@law.georgetown.edu a11d as/.: 
him if you want to see that version. 

• 

... 
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Testing the commitment to Rehnquist's revolution 
. Nicholas C. Erickson -

Direct Examination 

United States Supreme Court 
Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist 
has recently returned to the bench 
after a fi ve-mon th h iatus d ue to 
health problems. Rehnquist's re turn 
coincides with recent attacks on the 
Court's comm itment to his efforts to 
resurrect federalism. Reh nquist's 
well-publicized efforts, first in lone 
dissent and now often in the majori
ty, to reassert 11th Amendment pro
tection of state sovereignty and lim
its placed on the federal government 
by the enumerated powers of the 
Constitution is referred to as the 
"Rehnquist Revolution." The 
Supreme Court's commitment to this 
"Revolution" has been tested recent
ly in relation to two similar right-to
die issues, Florida's enforcement of 
its refusal of medical treatment law 
and Oregon's "Death with Dignity" 
law. 

Chief Justice Rehnquist is joined 
by current members Justice Antonin 
Scalia and Justice Clarence Thomas 
in limiting federal power. These jus
tices are considered to be the most 
conservative on the Court. For con
servative politicians they are prime 
examples of the need for more con
servative judges on the federal 
bench. Rehnquist's philosophy on 
limited Federal government is well 
received by conservatives who 
believe in state's rights. However, 
inevitably there will be a conflict 
between the belief in the strict sepa
ra tion of federal and state powers 
and the strongly held beliefs of the 
right- to-life movement. This conflict 
has arisen regarding the recent fed
eral litigation surrounding the 
removal of Terri Schiavo's feeding 
tube and will further be tested in the 
Oregon case to be heard next term. It 
will be interesting to see which phi
losoph y the justices support more. Is 
federalism only a good idea so long 
as the state does what conservatives 
want it to do? 

Terri Schiavo spent fifteen years 
in a persistent vegetative state. For 
the last seven years her husband and 
guardian, Michael Schiavo, battled 
her parents, the Schindlers, in 
Florida state courts to remove Terri's 
feeding tube and permit her to die. 
Michael asserted that it was Terri 's 
wish to die rather than be kept alive 
by modern medical technology. 
Many Americans saw this as a com
plicated conflict between the desire 
to forego extreme life-saving meas
ures and the sancti ty of human life. 
After the parents repeatedly los t 
their arguments to keep Terri alive 
before s tate cou rts, many conserva
tives wanted the federal government 
to s tep in and compel the hospice to 
keep her alive throu gh a feeding 
tube. These supporters of expanded 
federal power included the federal 
Congress and President Bush, who 
en acted Terri 's Law, P.L. 109-3, to 
authorize the federal courts to 
specifically hear the Schindler's 
a ppeal of the numerous ad verse 
Florida s ta te cour t d ecisions. 
However, this rash legislation put 
the newly enacted powers of the fed 
eral judiciary in direct conflict with 
the federalis t concerns of the 

Rehnquist Revolution. The state of 
Florida had repeatedly decided that 
under Florida law, Michael Schiavo 
had proven that Terri would have 
chosen to refuse further medical 
treatment. On two separate occa
sions, the Supreme Court admirably 
refused to review of the decision of 
the Federal Eleventh Circuit Court 
of Appeals, which read this new 
judicial power limitedly. Had the 
Eleventh Circuit ruled differently, 
the Supreme Court would have been 
forced to decide whether the justices 
preferred to keep individuals alive 

purpose of Terri's Law was to allow 
the Federal government to step in 
and overrule the state regardless of 
whether or not Florida fairly and 
accurately applied its properly cre
ated laws. If this law is considered 
constitutional then the states would 
not be free under Cruzan to enact 
the dear and convincing standard. 
Federalism apparently can be disre
garded when it is inconvenient for 
o ther conservative aims. 

The Supreme Court has actually 
chosen to hear another right-to-life 
challenge to a properly created state 

Justice wants to prosecute Oregon 
doctors for following this state law. 
Once again, conservatives are advo
cating to cast federalism aside when 
it does not suit their interests. There 
is no dispute that this Oregon law 
was properly enacted through state 
referendum. Twice the residents of 
Oregon voiced their support for the 
measure. Rather the federal govern
ment wants to argue that the resi
dents of Oregon are no t permitted to 
make this decision because the 
morality of the nation, as a whole, 
trumps the wishes of s tate residents. 
This argument bla tantly ignores the 
basic philqsophy behind federalism 
that 1) the Constitution was created, 
in 1787, to both expand and limit 
federal power by reserving what 
was not enumerated to the states, 
and 2) the belief that experimenta
tion is preferred and each s ta te 
should be permitted to test the via
bility of certain solutions. 
Apparently, when a state chooses to 
enact legislation that conservatives 
do not agree with, the Constitution 
should not limit the power of the 
federal government to .dismantle the 
law. This is directly inconsistent 
with the federalis t philosophy. 
Oregon should be permitted to 
demonstrate that Dea th with 
Dignity laws are workable and sup
ported by many individuals nearing 
the end of their life. 

The Supreme Court and Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist have to decide on 
many pressing issues of Federalism. 

It cannot be denied that conser
vatives are calling for at least an 
exception to the federalism philoso
phy when dealing with right-to-life 
issues. Realistically, the same con
servatives th at supported federalism 
in the 1980s and 1990s to combat a 
federal government run by liberals 
now turn against the philosoph y 
when a state chooses to enact or fol
low laws with which these conserva
tives d isagree. These cases expose 
the hypocrisy of conserva tive feder
alism: Federalism is merely a con
venient tool utilized to accomplish 
one's ideological ends rather than a 
consistent philosophy of its own. It 
will be interesting to see whether the 
Rehnquist Revolution will be 
applied to all issues or if it was just a 
"flash in the pan." 

who are living in a persistent vege
tative state or whether they pre
ferred sustaining the right of Florida 
to decide the matter. 

Many conservatives were will
ing to throw out the decisions of the 
state courts merely because they dis
agreed with them. This would have 
required modifying the Supreme 
Court's ruling in Cruzan v. Director, 
Missouri Dep' t of Hea lth, which 
held that a state may place height
ened evidentiary restrictions on 
family members to prove that an 
incom peten t person would have 
ch osen to w ithhold life-saving med
ical treatmen t. The Court fo und that 
a heightened proof requirement of 
"clear and convincing evidence" that 
the incompetent person wished to 
refuse treatment did not violate the 
rights and powers enumerated in 
the federal Cons titution. The s tate of 
Florida enacted a s imilar law requir
ing "clear and convincing evidence" 
that Terri wished to refuse medical 
trea tment before Mich ael could 
obtain permission to rem ove her 
feed ing tube. Repeatedly the state 
court found that Mich ael Schiavo 
had me t this burden . Suddenly, this 
stan dard was not strict enou gh and 
m any conserva tives called for an 
absolute p reference for keeping 
individuals alive, even if it was 
clearly agains t their wishes. The 

law to be heard during upcoming 
term. Oregon residents have twice 
voted to enact a "Death with 
Dignity" law, which passed in 1997 .. 
This law authorizes "active euthana
sia" for a patient who meets certain 
criteria and chooses to end his or her 
life through doctor prescribed 
drugs. Now, the Department of 
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