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POETRY. 

•• LET THE DEAD PAST BERT ITS 

DEAD.”* 

Tlie past is gone; why weep we lor the past ? 
Will weeping heal oar strifes, or cure our wounds ? 
Will petty Pickerings oyer who was right, 
And who brought on the many woes we feel, 
The while we do forget to look ahead— 
Like children in a tree, that have let fall 
A ruddy apple down unto the ground, 
Where it has broke and lies there gaping wide, 
While they up in the tree berate each other, 
And quarrel who let fall the broken fruit, 
And almost come to blows, and still neglect 
To pluck the other fruit that hangs above. 

Will ceaseless quarrels over our past wrongs 
Make better coming good ? or while we light 
Will not the tide of Time bear past us all 
The golden opportunities of life, unseen 
Till, bright, they glisten in the distance ? 

We none are perfect in this world of woes ; 

The flesh that binds us drags down to itself 
Our better nature, image of its GOD ; 

We all must err, else were we gods 
That did but dwell on earth for pleasant sport. 
If we were, how blest would be this sphere, 
When hill and valley covered over all 
With the soft mist of universal love 
Should smile all day up to the sun, their liege, 
Aud softly sigh amid their sweetness—“Peace!” 
Even the animals would gentle grow; 
And in the quiet of all nature, would the beasts 
Forget destruction and fierce strife, and come 
And lie together in a wondrous peace.— 
But we are men, and since we are but men 
Must make mistakes, and err, and err again; 
But when we once have erred, w7hat boots it then 
To sit us down and weep, nor ever think 
That tho’ the time is past in which we might 
Correct the error done, the time is here 
For doing right. Neglect we not it, then. 
Why stay we thus m one unceasing strife 
And use our talents but for others’ woe ? 

Was not man placed upon the earth to learn 
By love and gentleness and sweetest kindness here 

To fit himself—for he is all unfit 

And weak and stained by touch of foulest crimes— 

For that great World of Love that cometh next ? 

Ah, brothers stay not here in feud and wrath, 

And wrangling o’er the wrongs that all are past! 

The past is gone and buried, is as naught, 

But care we not for that, that is not ours: 

’Tis ours to act, act in the living present, 

For the present is. 

CONCTATOH. 

*Lines suggested by a speech ef Hon. J. Randolph 

Tucker, at the late session of Congress. 

HISTORICAL SKETCHES. 

II. 
KEPLER AND GALILEO. 

(Concluded.) 

In reviewing Galileo’s life we are struck with 
two things ; the ease with which he was al 
lowed to propagate his views of the Coperni- 
can system, and the favor he enjoyed from all 
in authority. The Pope (Urban VIII) settled 
a pension of nearly four hundred ducats upon 
him, in addition to his salary as professor ex- 
traordinary of Pisa, in which school lie never 
was required to teach after he left it the first 
time. He occupied a high position in the so- 
ciety of the Lyncei, and was held in honor 
throughout Italy for his learning. And it 
must be remembered that nearly every learned 
person had at that time a decided leaning to- 
ward the Copernican doctrine, but it was re- 

j garded more as the opinion of a school of phil- 
osophy,—something to be debated,—rather 
than as a dogma, something irrevocably set- 
tled. Copernicus* had dedicated his work 
“De Orbium Coelestium Revolutionibus,” up- 
on which he spent more than thirty years la- 

] bor and observation, to Paul III, and from that 
time onward it had become a text-book in the 
Roman schools. Thus we can readily see that 
Galileo taught nothing new. He only reitera- 
ted the ideas already put forth by his prede 
cessor. And we have abundant testimony 
that, had he let the Bible alone, the Inquisi- 
tion would have let him alone. Indeed there 
is a great doubt that he was cited before the 
Inquisition the first time at all. From his let- 
ters it appears that he went there of “his own 
accord” to argue the question with them from 
a Scriptural point of view.f The tribunal, 
after hearing him, decided only that he must 
not teach his peculiar doctrine publicly,-—a 
very slight censure when we consider that it 
was a question of what was then an improva- 
ble hypothesis. A French author speaks thus 
of it; “And even despite the immense progress 
which astronomy has subsequently made, have 
the moderns themselves been able to allege 
any one direct proof of the diurnal motion of 
the earth before Foucault’s pendulum experi- 
ment. Have they been able to discover one 
positive demonstration to the point, to prove 

*Nikolaus Kopernik, a Polish Doctor of Divinity, 
was bom at Thorn, Feb. 19th, 1473: died atFrauen- 
berg, May, 24th, 1543. 

t“Spontaneaniente:”Fabroni, Letteie, vol. 1. 

the annual revolution of . tho earth, before 
Reaumur measured the velocity of light, and 
Bradly had discovered and calculated the phe- 
nomena of the aberration ? Previous to these 
discoveries, and to that of universal gravita- 
tion, were not the most decided Copernicans 
reduced to mere probabilities,—were they not 
obliged to confine themselves to preaching up 
tho simplicity of the Copernican system com- 
pared with the absurd complexity of that of 
Ptolemy?’’* Besides, we have the very rea- 
sons why this injunction was put upon him. 
Ciampolli, Urban YIlI’s secretary, writes, Feb- 
ruary 2Sth, 1615, “Galileo should not travel 
out of the limits of physics and mathematics, 
but should confine himself to such reasonings 
as Ptolemy and Copernicus used, because the- 
ologians maintain the declaring the views of 
Scripture to be their particular province.” 
The same writer adds, in another letter, that 
“explanations of the Scriptures, however in- 
genious, will be admitted with difficulty when 
they depart from the common opinion of the 
Fathers,’’ * * * “and that by speaking as a 
mathematician he would be put to no trou- 
l>le.”f Fortunately, we have Galileo’s own 
testimony to the fact. He writes to Picchena, 
the day after the decision of the Inquisition, 
and says, “The result lias not been favorable to 
my enemies ; the doctrine of Copernicus not 
having been declared heretical, but only as 
not consonant with the Sacred Scriptures; 
whence, the sole prohibition is of those works 
in which that consonance is maintained.” 
Yet Galileo repeatedly broke the promise lie 
had made alter the decision in regard to the 
prohibition. This breaking of his promise of 
1616 was the sole cause of his citation before 
the Inquisition again in 1633. Yet lie received, 
as was said before, no punishment for his 
transgression except a nominal imprisonment 
of four days. Even the fact of the exaction 
of this penalty cannot be proven, and is only 
given in an obscure authority. He lived in 
ease and retirement for nine years after his 
trial, his sole grief being the sudden and trag- 
ical death of his only daughter. 

We have only to look at the action of the 
Inquisition in one light. Had the officials ad- 
mitted Galileo’s reasoning, then they must ac- 
cept the dilemma that either the Bible was 
wrong, or that it had to be interpreted in a 
different manner from that heretofore re- 

*Delambre. 
f Venturi in Litere Nelli. 
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ceived. The former position was untenable, 
and the latter they were not yet prepared for. 
So, a reprimand was given, it being understood 
that the Church did not decide upon questions 
of science, but did decide upon questions of 
religion. The Inquisition has had to bear too 
many calumnies already,* to have the popu- 
lar story cf Galileo’s persecution added to the 
list. 

Yet Galileo, after a brilliant career, left no- 
thing behind him to rendet his name durable 
in the world’s annals except a few observa- 
tions upon Jupiter. Indeed, we should hardly 
have heard of him, except as a man distin- 
guished in the ranks of science, were it not for 
the absurd prominence modern authors have 
given his trial, and that expression in shaky 
Italian attributed to him, “E pur si muove,”f 
which I need only say is manufactured out of 
the whole cloth. Kepler, on the contrary, 
though comparatively unnoticed during bis 
liletime, has left observations and discoveries 
for which moderns owe him everlasting grati- 
tude. 

History needs to he revised, so that children 
and others of the present day who may be un- 
able to consult varied authorities shall be fur- 
nished with a correct statement of past events, 
and not be compelled to swallow the mass of 
falsehoods which those who went before them 
had to cbgest. An enlightened age of criti- 
cism is at hand, and there is no reason why the 
nineteenth century, so bright in achievements 
in the physical world, should he darker than 
the darkest of the dark ages in the matter of 
plain and undistorted History. 

S. 

Letter from a Tennessee Laily. 

(To a friend in Georgetown.) 

Thanks for the COLLEGE JOURNAL. Through 
it one is enabled to keep pace with many a 
friend of “lang syne,” and I find myself anx- 
iously watching for each new number. Fa- 
miliar scenes and faces, and a host of memo- 
ries, half humorous and half pathetic, arise as 
I glance down its dainty columns ; there comes, 
too, a strong desire to preserve the little sheet, 
securing, lieie at least, a record of events which 
will soon live only in the past, or in some re- 
mote and cobwebbed recess of memory. You 
must know, one in my position cannot he too 
well posted in College affairs, having for near- 
est neighbors four ex-studenls, who, alas! for 
me, have been thoroughly trained by the Je- 

*John Quincy Adams in a speech before the As- 

tronomical Society in 1843, accused the Jesuits of 
having inflicted the mythical persecution upon 

Galileo. Thus: “ The institution by the officers of 

which Galileo suffered every persecution short of 
death which man could inflict upon him, was the 

invention of Ignatius Loyola!” What historicle 
accuracy! 

t“ Still it moves !” 

suits, and are besides a naturally argumenta 
tive quartette. Ergo, in all disputes I am dis- 
gracefully vanquished by a conclusion to this 
effect,—“ Well, they taught it so at George- 
town .” From such recognized authority there 
is no appeal, nor do they consider me quite 
worthy of their steel, since I was never armed 
and equipped witli a diploma from this cher- 
ished Alma Mater. I read the JOURNAL, to 
approach, if possible, the sublime heights from 
which they forbearingly regard my “sophis- 
try.” It is not agreeable, this condition of 
being hors du combat in all questions theolog- 
ical, social, or classical. Yet I do like their 
vehement defence and unswerving fidelity to 
the traditions of the dear old College ! We 
hope to see the “History” continued in the 
next issue of the JOURNAL. Those well-re- 
membered haunts where so many of our best 
and most distinguished men have learned 
their early lessons, do not lose their hold on 
our interest because boyhood—with its plans 
half formed, hopes full fledged, and ambitions 
whose summits were veiled in the skies—has 
given place to the very sad and decided reali- 
ties of life. Many a one would if ’twere pos- 
sible gladly return to the days when all things 
seemed worth trying for and, easy to obtain. 
Oh ! those blest reveries of youth ! The read- 
ers of the JOURNAL want College news, and I 
hope “Tombstone” and that fretful clique will 
take less space in future. Among their affec- 
tionate friends and relatives there is. I dare 
say, a select circle who rapturously listen to 
this ventilation of ideas on the proper man- 
agement of newspapers; we, in this part of the 
world, find it possible to exist deprived of such 
information, and are blind enough to be happy 
in our ignorance. If the Editor feels obliged 
to publish every grumbling communication, I 
shall he happy if his grave correspondent will 
speedily hurl these missiles; one may hope 
ere long for a respectable monument of his 
own construction, under which he will oblig- 
ingly inter these important (?) opinions. I 
wonder if there will ever be a newspaper mil- 
lenium ? We need it now,—hut let not 
“ Tombstone” he the missionary who will give 
the warning note; he begins at the wrong end, 
by disparaging a very good model for reform, 
in the purity and truth telling of our little pS- 
per. There is a field for grumblers, but not 
here. Our little JOURNAL will still he read 
when this “Tombstone,” smoothed by the 
chisel of editorial indifference, is forgotten. 
May “Requiescat,” not “Resurgam” he en- 
graved thereon, as a warning to tread lightly, 
nor disturb such spirits, for a grumbler reposes 
here! 

THE EATE JIAKYI.AM) LEGISLATURE 

Ex-Students of Georgetown. 

We take from an extra of the Maryland 
Republican, Annapolis, published at the close 
of the late session of the Md. Legislature and 

referred to in our last, the following notices 
of former students of Georgetown College, ar- 
ranged under the head of counties whence 
they were elected. 

CHARLES COUNTY. “Among the able and 
worthy gentlemen sent to the State Senate by 
the opposition (the Republicans), is Dr. F. 
Matthews Lancaster, who was born in 1830, at 
Newport, Md., graduated at Georgetown Col- 
lege in 1851, studied law for six months, and 
then abandoned it in consequence of ill health, 
and finally studied medicine, graduating in the 
medical department of Georgetown College. 
[He took his degree of M. D. in 1857, and at 
the same time received that of A. M. from the 
College.] Dr. Lancaster is a gentleman of 
most honorable character, and is very popu- 
lar in his county. As a medical man, he ranks 
among the foremost doctors in the State. 
When forty-four years of age, he was sent to 
the legislature, representing Charles county in 
the House of Deligates. lie was re-elected in 
1876, and in 1877 was elected to the Senate, 
where he is a very useful and honored mem- 
ber. Though in the minority, Dr. Lancaster 
has an ample share of the hard work in the 
Senate. He is on Committees upon Retrench- 
ment, Insolvent Laws, Printing, Library, and 
on Labor and Immigration. He is chairman 
of the Retrenchment Committee. Few men 
have done more committee work, and the. 
opinion of few Senators have more weight than 
those of the practical and judicious Dr. Lan- 
caster,” Dr. Lancaster spent six years at 
Georgetown. 

Among the Delegates from the same coun 
ty was William DeCouroy Mitchell who, in 
conjunction with his brother, Joseph H. Mitch- 
ell, spent four years at Georgetown College, 
leaving in 2d Humanities in 1S5G. Our anna- 
list says of him: “Hon. Mr. Mitchell is a 
farmer, who was born in Queen Ann’s county 
in 1840, was educated at Georgetown College 
and at Mt. St. Mary’s College, Emmittsburg. 
A substantial, judicious, public-spirited man, 
he was, in 1877, sent to the House of Dele- 
gates, and has very faithfully looked after the 
interests of his constituents.” 

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY. One of the Del- 
egates from this county was Hon. George Carr 
Merrick, a son of the late Hon. Wm. D. Mer- 
rick, U. S. Senator from Maryland, who was 
also a student of Georgetown. Geo. C., al- 
though half-brother of Hon. Richard T. Mer- 
rick of Washington, is a Republican. He spent 
four years at Georgetown, leaving in the Poet- 
ry class of 1854-5. The sketch says of him: 

“ Mr Merrick, in natural ability, clearness of 
thought and force of expression, has few su- 
periors in the House of Delegates, or, indeed, 
anywhere else. He is a lawyer and a farmer. 

He was horn in Charles county in 1839, and 
when thirty years of age, was appointed state’s 

attorney on the death of Edward W. Belt, 
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Esq., and in 1873 he was elected by the peo- 
ple to the same office. In 1877 he was elec- 
ted to the House of Delegates, and has shown 
marked ability. As a keen and ready debater, 
and as an efficient worker on the Judiciary and 
other committees. Mr. Merrick has had much 
influence, and has worthily represented Prince 
George’s” 

We are inclined to believe that the Hon. 
Francis M. Hall, a colleague of Mr. Meiriek’s, 
is the same Francis Hall who entered here 
from that county in 1844, but having no cer- 
tain information, omit the notice of him. 

ST. MART’S COUNTY. Hon. R. C. Combs, 
the Senator from this county, entered George- 
town in 1st Humanities, was promoted to Rhe- 
toric the following year, and graduated in 
1855, making four years in three'. He took 
his A. M. in 1859, probably after the comple- 
tion of his legal studies. The Republican re- 
marks : “Mr. Senator Robert C. Combs is 
holding his first political office, and is making 
his mark as a man of sound sense, of clear le- 
gal vievys, and of gentlemanly manners.. Born 
in 1834, he has for a good many years been 
considered one of the foremost lawyers on the 
Western Shore, which by-the-by is prolific in 
good lawyers. Mr. Combs is a member of the 
Committee on thojChesapeake Bay and its Trib- 
utaries, on Judicial Proceedings, on Execu 
live Nominations, and on Insolvent Laws, and 
is chairman of the Committee on Library. 
He has been very attentive to them, and in the 
Senate Chamber to the interests of his con- 
stituents and to the welfare of the State.” 

The JOURNAL CI.KRK, Dr. De Wilton Snow- 
den, is also an old Georgetown boy, having en- 
tered in 1830. He is the onlj non-Catholic 
among those mentioned here, although he has 
a sister who is a Visitation nun, originally a 
convert. Since the adjournment of the Legis- 
lature, we believe he occupies a municipal po- 
sition in Baltimore. 

“ Dr. Snowden,” says the Republican, “is 
a native of Laurel, Prince George’s county, 
and is about sixty years of age, but does not 
appear to be more than thirty. He was one 
of the brightest students at Georgetown Col- 
lege, and subsequently studied medicine in 
the University of Maryland. After he gradu- 
ated, he for some time practiced medicine in 
Prince George’s county. In 1875 he was elec- 
ted a member of the State Legislature, and in 
1876 was chairman on the part of the House 
of the joint committee on sec. 24, art. 3 of the 
constitution. He also served that year on the 
very important committee on election. At the 
beginning of the present session he was made 
journal clerk, and has discharged the duties 
of that responsible position very satisfactori- 
ly.”    

ERRATUM. A ridiculous mistake in a head- 
ing on Page 111 escaped attention until the 
sheet came forth, printed. For “Pino the 
Great,”—heaven save us! read “Pius the 
Great.” 

STATISTICS OF THE TEAK. 

Of the 196 students who have attended the 
College this year (two less than last year), 134 
were from Southern States, 54 from others, 
and 8 from other countries. They are distri- 
buted as follows: District of Columbia, 44, 
Louisiana, 22, Maryland, 21, New York, 19, 
Pennsylvania, 15, Virginia, 9, Missouri, 8, 
Georgia, 6, Massachusetts, Kentucky,Illinois,, 
Texas, Wiscdnsin, South Carolina and Florida 4 
each, Ohio 3, West Virginia and Alabama 2 each, 
and one each from Delaware, Indiana, North 
Carolina, Maine, Wyoming Ter., Mississippi, 
California, New Jersey, and New Mexico: 
thus representing twenty-seven States or terri- 
tories. Those from outside the United States, 
embrace 5 from Cuba, one from Colombia, S. 
A., one from Ireland and one from New Bruns- 
wick, B. Amer. Forty-one were day-scholars: 
and of the boaters, 126 were on the large boys 
side, and 29 on the small. 

They were divided among the classes as fol- 
lows: Philosophy, 14, Rhetoric, 11, Poetry, 22, 
and First Grammar 20; making 67 in the Se- 
nior classes. Second Grammar had 19, and 
First, 31 ; or 50 in the Junior classes. First 
Rudiments had 34, Second 22, and the English 
Class, 23 ; or 79 in the Preparatory Classes. 
These figures include those who left as well as 
those who remained. The Philosophy class 
was the only one that did not lose a member 
during the year: and Rhetoric lost only one, 
who left to enter into business. Nine were 
promoted in one or other of the twunty-twd 
classes (including French, Mathematics, &c.) 
at the Middle Examination, and a larger num- 
ber were sent lower at that time. Nearly all 
who remained for the Final Examination have 
have entitled themselves to promotion. As 
usual, however, a number failed in particular 
lessons, which they must repeat, and a few 
are assigned next year to the classes they have 
attended during this. 

Of those who graduate this year, Ives en- 
tered in 1870, but subsequently spent a year 
in Europe, thus reducing his attendance to the 
same as that of Shipman and McMeal, seven 
years. Timmins and Smith have spent six 
years here; Kernan five ; Walsh, Gleunan and 
O’Connor, four; O’Donovan, Morgan, Brad- 
ford, and DeCourcy, three; and Sehoolfield, 
two. 

There has been no serious sicknesss during 
the year, and the malaria so prevalent in 
Washington never infected our purer atmos- 
phere. Nor did any of the epidemics heard 
of outside the College walls gain entrance 
here. 

VISITORS IN JUNE: M. Rev. ArchbishopLany 
of Santa Fe, President Watterson of Mt. St. 
Mary’s College, and the venerable Father Nich 
olas Dominic Young, O. P.—born 1793, who 
told us of people at the College in ancient days. 

CONTESTS FOR MEDALS. 

The Medals in the Philosophy Class have 
this year happily been divided, and indeed, 
have been won pretty much as the members 
of the class themselves expected they would 
be,—by Ives in Philosophy, O’Donovan in 
Physics, and Shipman in Mechanics. Judging 
from the large number of “ Distinguished” and 
“Honorably Mentioned” in these classes, they 
must have passed excellent examinations. 
The highest average, next to the rank of med- 
allist, won by any single Philosopher, taking 
the three classes above mentioned, together, 
seems to have been gained by our industrious 
and painstaking friend, DeCcurc.y. At any 
rate, all won their diploma, the value of which 
is well known in those institutions where 
graduates of ours have gone to pursue a fur- 
ther scientific course or to study a profession. 
The Philosophers claim the singular distinc- 
tion of winning, this year, all the extra med- 
als, viz: the Merrick, the Hoffman, the Toner 
the Morris, the Philodemic, the Tennyson 
Prize, the College Journal Prize, and the Gold 
Cross for Elocution; and one of the young 
gentlemen reminds us that .when they were 
Rhetoricians, last year, they won the Merrick, 
the Morris, the Philodemic, the College Jour- 
nal Prize, the Elocution medal, and that in 
Christian Doctrine. So, they leave an honor- 
able record behind them, and it depends upon 
them whether their career in after life shall 
be in accordance therewith. Being all Catho- 
lics,—which is unusual in so large a class,— 
and having been educated in Catholic colleges 
and chiefly at Georgetown, as will be noticed 
in the statistical article preceding this, a grave 
responsibility rests upon them ; and it is but 
proper to say that every confidence is felt here 
that they will realize the cordial expectations 
formed in their behalf,—that while none will 
prove unworthy children of their Alma Mater, 
some will even rise to distinction. The solid 
character of the studies they have pursued, 
the deep appreciation many of them entertain 
of these studies, the talents of some, the so- 
cial position of others, and the Christian char- 
acter of all render these expectations far from 
unreasonable. The facility in speaking and 
in writing to which they have been trained,— 
a facility which with the superficially educated 
andthe morally perverse, would ouly be employ- 
ed to the detriment, of society,—ought to be to 
them means by which they can accomplish 
great good to their fellow-men as advocates 
and defenders of the social, moral, religious, 
scientific and political truths which find so 
many adversaries in these days of shallow 
thought and incomplete learning. 

As to the probable winner of the Merrick 
Debating Medal,—the most inviting of the ex- 
tra prizes,?—opinions continued to be divided 
until the award was definitely announced. 
The three who, besides the winner, contested 
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for it, and especially the two more prominent 
(in the popular estimation) may feel some 
gratification from the fact that opinions 
were so divided; hence our record of it. Ker 
nan embodied his admirable argument in his 
graduating essay, and if we publish a number 
succeeding this, we shall print it. 

There were three candidates for the Toner 
Scientific Medal, each of whose essays, with 
the collections accompanying them, elicited 
the warmest praise from the donor of the med- 
al, who declared that they were all worthy of 
publication. This is the first time that any 
more than one contestant appeared for this 
prize: the conditions requiring a collection of 
specimens made by the candidate himself, an 
essay thereupon, and an examination of the 
candidate in the subject-matter, besides; hence, 
they were not easy of fulfilment where so 
much other work is to be done. Of the two 
present contestants besides the winner, one 
was a member of the Philosophy class who 
won other prizes and did not stand in need of 
this; the other was a member of the Poetry 
class to whom the prize would have been a 
great boon, inasmuch as his collection of in- 
sects was most extensive, and his essay there- 
upon quite voluminous, while the recipient of 
the medal had appeared in the field only short- 
ly before the close of the scholastic year. The 
industry and ability of the former, will how- 
ever yet win, we feel sure, equally as high, if 
not higher awards on some future occasion. 

There were five or six candidates for the 
Hoffman Medal, and about the same number 
for the Philodemic. The winner of the Mor- 
ris Medal stood alone, no rival disputing the 
prize. Tlie subject for the Essay was one, in 
fact, which came more within the scope of the 
medallist’s studies than of any one else’s in 
the College, public questions being his forte. 
The donor of the new Tennyson prize does not 
permit his name to appear, but is a great ad- 
mirer of that poet. He is, too, a constant 
reader of the JOURNAL, and we are inclined to 
think that some disparaging references of ours 
in a former year to Tennyson as a model for 
young poets, have stimulated the present gift. 
We intended, however, only to warn off unin- 
spired and callow poets from Tennysonian 
pastures. There were three or four candidates 
for the medal. We hoped to insert the suc- 
cessful essay in this number, but now fear we 
may not have room for it. 

The new Medal given by the Philonomosian 
Society to its best debater was not (in the pop- 
ular estimation) by any means unanimously as- 
signed to the young gentleman who actually 
won it. The winner,—who has however, du- 
ring the year, been considered tffe best deba- 
ter in the Society,—had one if not two for- 
midable competitors on the occasion of the 
Burr debate in which he won his spurs. The 
College Journal Prize was contended for only 
by three, they alone having written three pieces; 

they were also the donors of the medal. We 
regret that the prize was not offered earlier, 
so as to give others an opportunity of contend- 
ing for it. Announced as forthcoming only at 
the close of the scholastic year, it left a large 
number of excellent writers at a disadvantage. 
The article on “Amerieus Yespucius” in out- 
last, was the one which principally decided the 
verdict in favor of the author of that piece. 
“Literary Criticism” by one of the other com- 
petitors was adjudged of very nearly equal 
merit. The piece of the third competitor 
which received the most favorable attention of 
the judges, was “ A Dream,” which possesses 
graces of style in which the articles of the win- 
ner of the medal are deficient. The judges, 
however, gave the preference to the latter on 
account of the subject or subjects he dealt 
with, evincing therein, as he did, a chivalrous 
devotion to the cause of historical truth, in 
points especially where a vindication of the 
truth seemed demanded by the interests of re- 
ligion or as a tribute of justice to a name de- 
serving of honor. 

In regard to the Medal for Christian Doc- 
trine, as competition for it involves the neces- 
sity of writing upon some catechetical theme 
given in a class-room, with no books to refer 
to, of course the interest in the disposal of it 
was considerable. In the higher division, com 
posed, it seems, of the members of Rhetoric 
and Poetry, the medal was won by a Rhetori- 
cian: in the second division, composed of the 
three Grammar classes, the first premium was 
shared by First and Second Grammar, and the 
second was taken by a member of Third 
Grammar. 

Great interest, of course, attached to the 
distribution of awards in Elocution, and many 
were the surmises indulged in as to who would 
lead in each of the three divisions into which 
the classes are grouped. The disposition of 
the Gold Cross, the mark of pre-eminence, has 
been referred to above. The order of merit of 
others in the Senior division, as fixed by the 
jud.es and announced in the catalogue, has 
occasioned some surprise to the friends of par- 
ticular candidates for honors, but we are as- 
sured that when the judges came to compare 
their notes, each one tallied with the other al- 
most exactly. The recipient of the premium 
came very near getting the highest honor, 
partly on account of his excellent rendering 
of a very difficult piece. In the Junior divi- 
sion, it was generally believed that the pre- 
mium would go as it did. There was more 
room for doubt among the excellent young, 
elocutionists of the Preparatory division, but 
the lisp of one of the prominent candidates de- 
prived him of the high place otherwise assigned 
him. 

Never before were so many medals donated 
here (we must use that word in spite of the 
late Mr. Bryant’s objections to it): and they 
were most elegant as works of art. The Med- 
al in Rational Philosophy was the gift of Mrs. 

J. L. D. Morrison of St. Louis: that in Physics, 
of Hon. S. Chapman Neale of Alexandria, 
Va., a former student: that in Rhetoric, of Mr. 
George P. Goff of Washington, who had a son 
here two years ago. Of the eight special med- 
als, two are new, the Tennyson and the Philo- 
nomosian. Now that the tide has set in this 
direction, we may reasonably look for addi- 
tions to the list, at the next Commencement. 

GEORGETOWN AI.UtlM IN NEW YORK 

The following list of Alumni and undergrad- 
uates of Georgetown College, residing in New 
York City, is published for the information of 
several among them who propose to form an 
Alumni Association in that city. There are 
many, besides, of whom we were not able to 
learn whether they are living or dead. We 
should be very glad to add their names, if they 
are still living, and we solicit information in 
regard to them. 

John E. Devlin, lawyer, graduated 1840, re- 
sides at Riverview, 138th St. and Hudson Riv- 
er. 

Edward C. Donnelly, graduated 1844, re- 
sides at 136th St. (Manhattanville.) 

Waldemar de Bodisco, graduated 1845, 
Consul General of Russia ; office, 52 Exchange 
Place. (Has three sons here.) 

Richard H. Clarke, lawyer, graduated 1846 ; 
office, 59 Wall St. (Son Walter is of the class 
of ’80.) 

Philip A. Madan, merchant, graduated 1858, 
44 Beaver St. (When in N. Y., we were un- 
able to find him.) 

Dr. Samuel A. Raborg, physician, residing 
at 36 West 59th St. left in 2d Humanities, 1858. 
(Has a son here.) 

Rev. Francis J. Shadier, Pastor of St. Nic- 
holas’ Church, Second St. near 1st Avenue, 
left in Poetry, 1859. 

Col. Jas. Fairfax McLaughlin, lawyer, gradua- 
ted 1860, Deputy County Clerk, New County 
Court House, City Hall Park. 

Frank A. Rudd, lawyer, graduated 1861 ; of- 
fice 113 Broadway,—proposed as head-quar- 
ters for the Alumni. 

Geo. F. Murray, lawyer, graduated 1861; 
with Robinson & Scribner, 102 Broadway. 

William V. Leary, lawyer, left in 1st Hu- 
manities, same year (1861). Assistant District 
Attorney, 32 Chambers Street. 

Daniel A. Casserly, lawyer and journalist, 
graduated 1862 ; office, 137 Broadway. 

Henry Major, lawyer, graduated 1864; of- 
fice 150 Broadway. 

Edwin McCahill, real-estate lawyer, gradua- 
ted 1865 ; office 170 Broadway. 

Dr. Louis P. G. Gouley, physician, gradua- 
ted 1866 ; office and residence, 695 Second 
Avenue. 

Michael .T. McKenna, lawyer, Philosophy, 
1867 : Surrogate’s office, City Hall Park. 
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Charles N. Harris, lawyer, graduated 1871 : 
with Carey, Foster & Co., 10 Wall Street. 

Julius Von Sachs, merchant, left same year, 
(1871) : warehouse, 125 Pearl Street. 

John J. Gayuor, left in 2d Humanities, 1873. 
Address, 554 Grand Street. 

Jas. F. Roberts, left in 2d Humanities, 1875: 
residence, 221 West 16th Street. 

Jas. A. McElhinny, student of law, gradua- 
ted 1877. Address, for the present, Box 433, 
Yonkers. 

There are a uumber of undergraduates of re- 
cent years living in New York, who may in 
time unite with those mentioned above. 
Nearly all of the latter have not only signali- 
zed their willingness to lorm a union with one 
another, to keep alive their remembrance of 
their Alma Mater, but have expresssd a desire 
to help her, according to their means, in the 
construction of the new college. We trust 
that arrangements may be made to call all to- 
gether at the first convenient period after the 
summer solstice. The Baltimore Alumni, of 
whom we hope to publish a list hereafter, may 
be expected to take similar action. So far as 
anything is to be done for our new building, it 
is desirable that action be had in time to unite 
the offerings of the Alumni of a particular city 
in behalf of some one feature of that building 
before work on it progresses too far, or that 
they be given in the shape of an endowment, 
or to establish one or more free scholarships, 
&c. 

Of Francis H. Dykers of N. Y.,who gradua- 
ted tn 1844, we should like to hear something. 
Also of Edmund R. Smith, the poet of his day, 
who graduated in 1848 : and of Jos. P. Calla- 
nen, who graduated in 1853. We believe that 
W. Tazewell Fox, who graduated in 1866, is 
now a resident of New York. Dr. Richmond 
J. Southworth, 3d Humanities, 1857, is a resi- 
dent of Yonkers. Jas. H. McNamara, 1st Hu- 
manities, 1859, is supposed to be at the Bulle- 
tin office, 5 S. William St. The address of 
Wilfred Neale, Rhetoric, 1861, could not be 
ascertained. He is, however, a merchant in 
New York. FerdinandH. Gerdes, 2d Human 
ities, 1861, is generally a resident of California, 
but is sometimes in the city. The address of 
Jas. F. Mathews, Rhetoric, 1864, is not known 
with certainty. Jno. H. Walsh, 1873, is tem- 
porarily a resident of Brooklyn,—190 Warren 
Street. Vivian P. Lowe of Brooklyn, and 
Joseph Devlin, son of the contractor, Chas. 
Devlin, were not met with. Nor were Lewis 
J. White and Dr. Jno. E. English (Brooklyn) 
both of 2dHumanities, 1870, Arthur J. Frith, 
1st Humanities, 1870, Jas. Dolan, 1st Hu- 
manities, 1875. 

RELIGIOUS NOTES. We might have'added to 
our “Statistics of the Year” the fact that 39 
out of the 196 students on cur list for 1877-8 

were non-catholics, that is, one fifth of tiie 
whole. There were less than a hundred Catli 
dies who were boarders throughout the entire 
year, but there were twenty-four others who 
were boarders either during the first or the 
second session. There were, notwithstanding, 
fifteen hundred communions of students du- 
ring the scholastic year of ten months. The 
Catholic day-scholars of course attend their 
own parish churches and go to communion 
there. 

A CONTEMPLATIVE EDITOR. 

[J. Brisben Walker of the Republic visits the 
College to report the Merrick Debate, May 2d, 
and thus discourseth in nis introduction.] 

What can be more enjoyable on a delightful 
May afternoon than to revisit the halls and 
groves where one spent perhaps the pleasant- 
est of his boyhood days ? The brilliant green 
leaves spread their cool shade over the walks 
and play grounds which have changed very lit- 
tle since the olden days when other faces were 
the familiars and when he laid dreaming “sub 
tegmine fagi.” Alas! those friends and com- 
panions of other days, where are they? Scat- 
tered and almost forgotten in this busy whirl 
which we call life. Some we mourn for, dead. 
Some we honor, living. Some have been err- 
ing and unfortunate. Yet, here are their pla- 
ces supplied by fresh young minds and bodies, 
just as hopeful and just as confident as you 
were, my dear friend, when you were a boy. 
These who have taken our places, no doubt 
look the future in the face with just such joy- 
ous expectancy as w'e did, who have become, 
perhaps, already saddened, not to say disap- 
pointed, by the reality of actual contact with 
the troubles and worries of the world. And 
presently they too will go forth into the world 
and become bearded men with lines of care 
and anxiety drawn all over their faces, and 
crows feet about the corners of their eyes—per- 
haps a streak of gray through the hair which 
is now so black and shining. And younger 
faces will come in to take their places, and 
they too will wander back through the old 
familiar haunts, their minds busy with the 
thousand memories of bygone days. Not a 
stone, not a pathway, not a tree to which some 
recollection does not attach. You boy, who 
lie there reading at the foot of that old elm 
tree ! Do you know that you are on hallowed 
ground ? Do you know that I, the stranger, 
once reclined there with Thackeray and “The 
wits of last Century,” for my companions? 
Do you know that there I spent many hours 
wondering over the story of the Corsican Con- 
queror ? Do you know that it was where you 
now rest that I first became acquainted with 
lie wonderful creations of Dickens, the fan- 

cies of Poe. the wit of Charles Lamb ? 
That boy does not know this. How unrea- 

sonable I am, and yet the feeling comes re- 
gardless of reason. But this is not what I 
started out to tell. &c. 

BASE BALL. 

By dint of persevering effort, and after the 
failure of the players to give us reports, not 
withstanding their repeated promises to that 
effect, we have managed to get the following 
summary of the games played in June. 

On the 3d, the rival nines of the College 
(College Nine and Alerts) met for a friendly 
game, which resulted in favor of the Alerts by 
a score of 13 to 8. The feature of the game 
was the curve-pitching of Turner and Slater: 
Slater also distinguished himself as a batter 
for the Alerts, and Carvill for the College 
Nine. 

On the 7th the Alerts met the West Ends of 
Georgetown on the College grounds; at the 
end of the 6th inning, the score stood 12 to 8 
in favor of the Alerts. 

On the 12th, the Alerts were finally checked 
in their victorious carear, and in their second 
contest with the West Ends, were defeated by 
a score of 19 to 7. The batting on both sides 
was excellent. 

The Alerts being determined to wipe out 
the stain of defeat, again met the West Ends 
on the 21st, and came off victorious, the score 
standing 26 to 8. The batting of Lang for the 
West Ends, and the curve-pitching of Slater 
for the Alerts, were the features of the game. 

The Republican of the 25th, records a de- 
feat at the hands of the West Ends, by a 
score of 14 to 8, the day before. Played witli 
a picked nine. 

On the 25th, the College Nine visited the 
Howard Nine on their grounds at the Alexan- 
dria High School, and were defeated, 24 to 19. 
Our boys attribute the result to the fact that 

. their pitcher was suffering from a sore hand. 

The GEORGETOWN COLLEGE JOURNAL for 
March contains No. 6 of a series of sketches of 
the early history of that college. Notwith- 
standing the objection of some of its readers, 
we positively assert that these sketches are 
specially calculated to advance the interests of 
the college. We believe every college journal 
should make it a point to secure all the notes 
of the history of their respective colleges, and 
publish them. In this way much valuableand 
precious information will he preserved from 
forgetfulness and oblivion. One piece of great 
merit, and deserving special attention from our 
“literary champions” is that of “Literary 
Criticism.” We read it carefully and must 
say that the author has struck the keynote of 
a profound truth—a truth most potent to some, 
and yet left sadly untouched by the great ma- 
jority of our literary geniuses. We, the Amer- 
ican people, sadly need a standard of criticism, 
so that we may know what to read, and how 
to profit by reading. We hope the writer of 
this piece will let us hear from him again. 
This piece alone is an honor to the Journal, 
though there are other pieces of merit which 
time will not permit us to notice. Roanoke 
Collegian, for April. 
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■ GEORGETOWN COLLEGE, iJUi.Y 1878 

OUR COMMENCEMENT. 

Excellent reports of our Commencement 
appear in the New York Herald, the Wash- 
ington Post, and the Baltimore Sun,—so good, 
indeed, that taking them altogether, they 
leave nothing for us to supply, except what 
will be found elsewhere, in this number, un- 
tlie titles, “Statistics of the year,"’ “Contests 
for Medals,” “Visitorsto onr Commencement,” 
&c. We were not aware that the Herald had 
a representative here on that day, but he has 
made so satisifactory a report, that we regret 
his visits are not more frequent. There is a 
great deal to be said first and last, and at va 
rious times during the year about Georgetown 
College that would make it worth while for a 
metropolitan reporter to visit ns occasionally, 
more especially as we are not given to blowing 
our own trumpet. The JOURNAL’S little penny 
whistle does not amount to much, so far as 
the public is concerned, and the public is real 
ly interested in the progress and the achieve- 
ments of an old institution like ours, and likes 
to hear what is going on here. We see every 
little trumpery celebration at other Catholic 
colleges gravely reported, while exhibitions of 
real scholastic ability that occur here are rare- 
ly noticed. .The students in our higher class- 
es are naturally a little impatient at this: they 

know that they are getting an education that 
will make them, when they receive their A. 
B., the peers of graduates of any of the high- 
est institutions of learning in the land, and 
they are unwilling to see themselves and their 
Alma Mater the recipients of less public no- 
tice than the more superficial alumni and less 
solid but more showy institutions where they 
get their education, receive. However, the 
Herald, on this occasion, has certainly done 
well by Georgetown, giving the report of pro- 
ceedings at the head of its list, leaving Yale, 
Amherst, Trinity, and many other colleges to 
come after. We give this report first. We 
have only to correct a mistake of the reporter 
in calling the hall, a “chapel.” The chapel 
here is never used for any but religious exer- 
cises, but the room over it, of the same size, 
the study-room, is the one always appropria- 
ted for the Commencement exercises. Next 
year, we shall have the hall in the new build- 
ing. 

GEORGETOWN COLLEGE. 

Closing Exercises—President Hays Not 
Present—The Orations and the Degrees. 

WASHINGTON, JUNE 27, 1878. 

A steady stream of carriages and two lines 
of horse cars, laden with gayly dressed peo- 
ple, toiled the ascent of Georgetown Heights 
this morning, braving the heat of the broiling 
sun in their desire to attend the closing exer- 
cises of the year at Georgetown College. The 
college grounds reached, the crowd climbed yet 
again to the lofty chapel, where they were re- 
freshed at last with the cool breezes that 
swept in through the windows from the wood- 
ed banks of the Potomac and toyed with the 
almost myriad of banners that festooned the 
apartment. The platform was occupied by 
the faculty, with Rev. Father Healy, the pres- 
ident of the college, in the chair, and among 
the distinguished invited guests present were 
Governor Carroll, of Maryland, who was seated 
on the right of Father Healy and assisted him 
in the distribution of the honors. 

General regret was felt that President Hayes 
was unable to he present to confer the degrees, 
as lias been done by his predecessors in the 
Presidential chair, from Washington to Grant. 
A previous engagement had taken him down 
the river to witness the testing of some artille- 
ry at one of the forts. Senator Kernan, too, 
who graduated at the college nearly forty 
years ago, and whose son was the valedicto- 
rian of the class which graduated to-day, was 
also unable to be present, being detained at 
home by important business. Pending the 
opening of the exercises the audience took ad- 
vantage of the interval to inspect the new 
building which is to supplant the old college 
and is already well advanced. Its beautiful 
proportions delineated in the architect’s plans 
are clearly indicated in the massive towers and 
stories of blue gneiss rock which are ris- 

| ing out of the ground and closing in one 

side of the quadrangle. These towers will be 
of great li eight and surmounted by the wedge 
shaped caps which aie known to architects as 
lanterns. The solid masonry of the walls will 
be relieved by courses of Ohio stone and win- 
dow framing of the same material. In factr 

the imposing splendor of the new college will 
make it unrecognizable to all old graduates 
who come to visit the alma mater of their 
youth. 

THE ORATIONS. 

The salutatory oration was delivered by Eu- 
gene Senimes Ives, who extended an eloquent 
welcome to the guests of the occasion. 

The second oration was pronounced by Red- 
mond I). Walsh, who discussed the subject of 
Christian Knighthood. He asked his audience 
to go back with him to the days when Europe 
gloried in the institution of chivalry, and he 
showed that knighthood was an era of trans- 
formation in European society, and the dawn- 
ing of modern civilization. He depicted its 
rise and the influence of religion upon its forms 
and ceremonies, and showed how it co-opera- 
ted with the Church in spreading abroad a high 
deference and respect for the true character 
of woman. Knighthood realized a combina- 
tion of freedom and religion during the Middle 
Ages. The knight detested that virtue which 
sprang from hypocrisy, or the mere fear of be- 
ing excluded from the society of the rich. 
The age of knighthood was net one of science 
or wide spread learning, hut it was an age that 
schooled the heart of man. The institution 
effected more in those ages than letters ever 
could have accomplished. He contrasted the 
devotion of kings and princes in those days 
with the expediency and selfish utility of the 
policies of modern monarchs, and showed how 
the calculating spirit of our times and onr 
thirst for novelty and craving for publicity 
were drying up the fountains of benevolence- 
and charity in our hearts; while the days of 
chivalry had gone, its spirit lived and would 
live forever in the Church of God, which gave 
it birth. 

The next orator, Charles A. DeCourcy, dis- 
cussed “Scientific Materialism.” He said there- 
appeared to be a logical succession of false 
teachers of science from Locke in England and 
Descartes in France, down to our days, when 
the lowest point of debasement was reached 
in the so-called philosophy that derives man 
and the world from matter. The real mean- 
ing of this worldly philosophy was the negation 
of God, of the soul and of virtue. The influence- 
which the materialistic principles, once ap- 
plied, must exert on the existing state and pro- 
gress of society, was illustrated by the manner 
in which they affect the institutions of prop- 
erty and marriage. Now as we know the ef- 
fect upon both property and society of such 
doctrines, the speaker would only quote Dr. 
Elam, in the conclusion that has been proved 
that the advantages of such doctrines find no- 
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support from science, from observation, from 
experiment or from reason. Materialism 
is relegated to the domain of figments of the 
imagination, and man may trust implicitly to 
the consciousness which tells him he is not a 
mere machine, hut a responsible free agent, 
with duties to perform to his God, his neighbor 
and himself, and with a conscience to upbraid 
him should he fail in their performance. 

The third oration was delivered by William 
F. Smith, whos'.'subject was “Communism in 
the United States.” He traced in detail the 
growth and spread of tire disorders in society 
in this country, whicli for want of a better one 
had taken the name oh Communism, and he 
attributed their predisposing cause to the lack 
of subordination in our methods of yielding 
obedience to rightfully constituted authority 
The remedy was a keener religious sense in the 
community and a more pious observance of the 
duties inculcated by the cardinal virtues of 
justice and charity. 

The valedictory oration, by Thomas P. Ker- 
nan, was a touching and eloquent expression 
of the feelings of the class in parting with 
their instructors and fellow collegians. 

[The following is the account given by the 
Washington Post: correct, except that Mr. 
Merrick was not present, and the band was 
Donche’s, and not the Marine.] 

AN OLD INSTITUTION. 
The Sixty-First Commencement of 

Georgetown University. 

Foremost among the educational institutions 
of the country stands Georgetown University. 
It was founded as a college near the close of 
the last century, but did not receive its char- 
ter as a university until the year 1815. Its 
annual commencements, of which the sixty- 
first was held yesterday morning, are occasions 
for the re-union of a large number of persons, 
now prominent in political and business life, 
to whom the college is their Alma Mater. 
The exercises yesterday were held in the col- 
lege hall, which was prettily decorated for the 
purpose. In each window a hanging basket 
was suspended, while bouquets stood in hand 
some vases upon brackets between the win- 
dows. Over the entrance was placed the blue 
and gray flag of the college boat club, and the 
walls and stage were brilliant with the many 
colored flags of different nations. The audi- 
ence was largea than last year, and the hall was 
uncomfortably crowded. 

Gov. Carroll, of Maryland, was present, and 
awarded the premiums. Upon the stage was 
seated the president of the college, Rev. P. F. 
Healy, S. J., Hon. R. T. Merrick, Charles W. 
Hoffman, Esq., Rev. Father McGurk, president 
of Loyola College, Baltimore; Rev. J. J. Mur- 
phy, Trinity Church; Profs. Theo. J. King, 
Clarke and Reynolds, the law and medical fa- 
culty, and the professors of the college. 

The exercises opened with a selection by the 
Marine Band. The salutatory followed, de 
livered in an easy and graceful manner by Mr. 
Eugene S. Ives, of Virginia. An essay on 
“Christian Knighthood,” by Redmond D. 
Walsh, came next. The address depicted the 
rise of knightnood, and showed that the hu- 
manity and charitable zeal of the knights were 
owing to the influence of religious ideas. The 
high sense of honor which was engrafted on 
the hearts of these men was one of the noblest 
achievements of the church in the middle ages. 
This latter period was not an age for the diffu- 
sion of intellectual and scientific ideas, and in 
schooling the hearts of men more good was 
really effected than could be accomplished by 
letters. In conclusion the speaker lamented 
the downfall of chivalry. 

Mr. Charles A. DeCourcy, of Massachusetts, 
who spoke on “Scientific Materialism,” is a 
young man with black hair and eyes, and a 
smooth face. He handled his subject in a 
masterly manner, and was heartily applauded 
at the conclusion of his remarks. He spoke 
earnestly against the materialistic tendencies 
of the present day, and contended that the 
adoption of those ideas would lead to disas- 
trous consequences. Deprive man of his hope 
in a hereafter, and his misfortunes and trials 
would not be tamely endured. Convince him 
that his paradise is upon the earth, and he will 
have no object in foiling and suffering. 

The third essay on the programme, entitled 
“Communism in the United States,” was de 
livered by Mr. William F. Smith, of Maryland. 
That the speaker had carefully studied his 
subject was at once evidentfrom his discussion 
of the theme. He showed that the theory of 
communism, vtz., that property should be 
equally divided, was false in its very founda- 
tion, for man has been unequally endowed with 
certain faculties by the Creator. If men are 
placed upon an equal footing, all idea of pro- 
gress is removed. He reviewed the principles 
of communism, and showed that they were en- 
tirely opposite to all ideas of morality and civ- 
il freedom. To increase the standing army to 
counteract communism is only to remove one 
evil for another. Reverence for law and right 
is a laudable trait in the American people, and 
this encourages us in the belief that this coun- 
try will continue to flourish long after the un- 
happy and nvserable men who are now trying 
to overthrow our institutions have passed to 
their merited oblivion. 

The valedictory was delivered by Mr. Thos. 
P. Kernan, of New York, and was a highly 
creditable production. In addressing his fel- 
low classmates he said: “The time has come 
when we must separate. Let us strive earnest- 
ly that the class of ’78 shall keep inviolate the 
fair honor of our alma mater. Every hour 
within these walls has woven its network of 
associations, to sever which is a pain, which 
none can realize except those who have expe- 

rienced it. The time has come when we shall 
have, not only one or two classes, but a thous- 
and classes of business and duty. If we are 
guarded by a sense of right and duty, success 
cannot fail to crown our efforts in whatever 
course of life we may pursue.” 

The following are the main poitions of the 
account in the Baltimore Sun, furnished to 
that paper no doubt by the editor, Mr. John 
T. Crow, who was present through the entire 
excereises. 

The Hall, although not so elaborately adorned 
as upon some former occasions, was neatly 
dressed with flags, the national colors appear- 
ing on each side of the main platform and the 
flags of all nations appearing upon the walls. 
The Rev. Father Healy, rector, called to order 
the assemblage, which was three-fourths com- 
posed of ladies, and Donche’s band interspersed 
the proceedings with choice music. Eugene 
Semmes Ives delivered the salutatory, which 
handsomely introduced the proceedings. 
“Christian Knighthood—Moral Force,” was 
the theme of the second orator, Redmond D. 
Walsh. Chas. A. DeCourcy discoursed upon 
“Scientific Materialism,” and essayod to show 
the baseless character of that portion of mod- 
ern “science” which is set forward as contra- 
dictory of divine revelation. He held that 
“whatever is, is right;” the world to come 
would redress the inequalities and compensate 
for the affletions of the present life. Wm.F. 
Smith on“ Communism in the United States,” 
reviewed the riotous scenes of last year, con- 
tended that communism was the outcome of 
a false philosophy, and if suecesfnl would 
bring in anarchy over the ruins of property, 
family and religion. 

The valedictory was pronounced by Thomas 
P. Kernan, son of Senator Kernan, of New 
York. It was a handsome farewell, delivered 
with grace and feeling. 

There has always been in the college closing 
exercises a unity of purpose running through 
the diverse orations, and on this occasion it 
was easy to discover in them a scholastic pro- 
test against the current schools of materialistic 
philosophy and communistic politics. 

* ’ * * * * * * 

The father rector then announced the clos- 
ing of the exercises, and after mentioning that 
it had been suggested to hold the closing exer- 
cisesin Washington, but thSt old associations 
would always bind them to Georgtown, he 
called attention to the magnificent college hall 
in the new stone building now rising alongside 
the college, and said that it would be commo- 
dious, comfortable and cool when it'was com- 
pleted, and it would be compteted as soon as 
soon as the means came. When the audience 
applauded, the rector said he was delighted 
they “took the hint.” The audience were 
then dismissed, the band playing the Wedding 
March from Mendelssohn. 

In the Washington Republic there appeared 
also a short notice which terminates with an 
expression of surprise that a certain one of the 
speakers did not get a medal; adding the sug- 
gestion that probably the place of his nativity 
had something to do with it, and asks “Is the 
old feud still nourished?” We fear it is, at 
the office of the Republic. If the editor—who 
ought to know something of the tedious and 
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careful methods employed here to ascertain 
the exact value of each student’s class-work-— 
will look into the Catalogue just published, he 
will find that students from north of Mason 
and Dixon’s line have occupied prominent 
places in all the higher classes, and that in 
eleven of these classes, or subdivisions thereof 
(including also 2d Grammar) they have actu- 
ally borne off' the chief honors, six of which 
were medals, the whole number of medals 
given in the regular classes being but thirteen, 
while the students from the north number but 
two-sevenths of the entire body. If class- 
honors at Georgetown are decided on any 
other ground than that which the tests of the 
examinations, written and oral, afford, and 
which are exhaustive to the last degree, then 
are those examinations a solemn mockery as 
regards the students them selves, and a wicked 
imposition as regards the public at large. We 
should suppose our over-sensitive friend might 
see this for himself, and not give rein to his 
imagination at the expense of his better judg- 
ment 

To resume with our account of the exercises. 
The reserving the platform for the graduates, 
the officers of the Coliege and guests, and ex 
eluding the settees and the hoys, was a new 
feature which met with general approval, we 
believe. The students scattered themselves 
around, among the audience and elsewhere, 
and seemed content with the change. Another 
novelty was tlie presentation of flowers in such 
large tintnhers to the graduates, and even to 
those called up for premiums, on the part of 
their fiends in the audience. There was per- 
haps an excess in this, but then, on the other 
hand, this was the commencement of the Law 
Department as well as of the College,—our 
Law School having had no independent Com- 
mencement of its own this year,—and the 
young lawyers and doctors expect to be smoth 
ered in flowers on such occasions. 

At the close of the regular speeches, and 
prior to the Valedictory, the degrees were con- 
ferred. That of Doctor of Divinity upon Rev. 
John A. Watterson, President of Mount St. 
Mary’s College, Emmittsburg—a cousin, says 
the N. Y. Herald, of ex Congressman Harry 
Watterson of the Louisville Courier-Journal— 
was announced, but the ceremony itself took 
place at Emmittsburg, the day before, Rev. 
Edward V. Boursaud, S. J. having been dis- 
patched thither with the diploma and insignia. 
The correspondent of the Philadelphia Catho- 
lic Standard gives the following account of it, 
(with the name of Georgetown’s representative 
spelt wrong, which we correct): “At the close 
of the recess” (after the six speeches of the 
graduates,) “when all were again assembled 
in the hall, Father Boursaud, S. J., of George- 
town University, and a graduate of Mount St. 
Mary’s College, announced himself as sent on 
a special mission, and one that was very pleas- 
ing to himself. He spoke of his love for his 

Alma Mater, and after a few more appropriate 
remarks, declared his mission to be the bear- 
ing of the degree of Doctoi of Divinity from 
Georgetown College to the President of St. 
Mary’s College, John A. Watterson. The stu- 
dents of the College knew no bounds in their 
hearty applause, nor were the- audience silent, 
for all knew how well Father Watterson de- 
served this great honor. Father Boursaud re- 
quested Archbishop Gibbons to confer the 
degree, which he did with all the attending 
ceremonies, and during an impressive silence. 
Dr. Watterson made his profession of faith, 
and returned thanks in a beautiful Latin ad- 
dress.” It will be remembered that three years 
ago, Rev. Edmund J. Young, S. J., also an old 
Mountaineer, was the bearer of a similar honor 
from Georgetown to President McClosky, Dr. 
Watterson’s predecessor. 

Gov. Carroll then assisted the President in 
conferring the remaining degrees. That of 
Bachelor of Laws was bestowed on the follow- 
ing graduates of the Law School of George- 
town University: R. N. Dyer, Maine; J. T. 
Fallon, D. C.; Alexius S. King, D. C., also a 
student of the College in 1870—71, class of 
Poetry; J. T. Nicholson, Pa.; J. P. Simonton, 
N. Y."; and R. H. Thornton, D. C. 

That of Bachelor of Arts was then conferred 
on the following fourteen graduates of the 
College. The list in the printed Catalogue 
lacks the name of one, because at the time it 
was printed, his final examination had not 
taken place ; and in view of possibilities, it was 
thought prudent to omit it. However, all 
happily got through, and received the coveted 
distinction that crowns the College course— 
for those who earn it. JOHN K. BRADFORD, of 
Wilmington, Del. : CHARLES A. DECOURCY, of 
Lawrence, Mass. : CHARLES P. GLENNAN, of 
Washington, D. C. : EUGENE S. IVES, of War- 
renton, Va. : THOMAS P. KERNAN, of Utica, N. 
Y.: B. CAMPBELL MCMEAL, of Pittsburg, Pa. : 
JOSEPH L. MORGAN, of Georgetown, South 
Carolina : CHARLES E. O’CONNOR, of Charles- 
ton, S. C.: CHARLES O’DONOVAN, of Balti- 
more, Md,: CHARLES S. SCHOOLFIELD, of Balti- 
more, Md.: ANDREW J. SHIPMAN, of Lewins- 
ville, Va.: WILLIAM F. SMITH, of Hagerstown, 
Md.: THOMAS J. TIMMINS, of Easton, Pa.: and 
REDMOND D. WALSH, of Washington, D. C. 

The graduating ceremonies over, Thos. P. 
Kernan arose and delivered the following 

VALEDICTORY. 

REVEREND PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE 

FACULTY : We accept the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts with a keen appreciation of the honor at- 
tached to it. Hereafter, our first endeavor 
will be to show ourselves deserving of the dig- 
nity bestowed upon us by our Alma Mater. 
We shall strive earnestly that the class of 
Seventy-Eight, the latest to graduate from this 
old hall, the scene of so many commencements, 
may not prove unworthy of the honored ranks 
of the Alumni whom we are about to join. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : You cannot expect 
from me the same originality that was charac- 
teristic of the speeches of those who preceded 
me, for though all else is subject to change, 
the human heart, in its nature, is immutable, 
and it is only the form of its expression at 
most, that can possibiy be varied. Farewell 
addresses are but tributes to the mighty pow- 
er of associations which influence the intellect 
and the heart and foster both public and pri- 
vate virtues. This great power exerts its in- 
fluence on mankind in every condition and 
phase of life. So, during the past few years, 
within the College walls every place and hour 
has cast a network of associations around the 
affections of my class mates and myself, and 
to sever them all at once, is a pain that none 
can fully realize, except they themselves have 
passed through the same trying ordeal. To 
you, perchance, these old grounds and build- 
ings are silent and uninteresting, but to us who 
have dwelt among them, every nook and cor 
ner has-a whole history of its own. Wherever 
I turn iny eyes I behold familiar scenes. The 
chapel, the walks, the yard, Mt. Aquinas 
above, and this old hall—all speak to my 
heart in language more eloquent than words 
can portray. Time, however, though power- 
ful to destroy, shall never efface from our 
memories these dear and silent friends of wood, 
stone and nature. Though in distant lands, 
we shall picture fondly to ourselves these well- 
known grounds, these old buildings and the 
historic river below, as it glides peacefully on 
its course to the sea and bears on its crest, each 
succeeding Spring, the College barks decora- 
ted with colors dear now to both North and 
South, “the blue and gray.” 

But we must leave moreover, not only ob- 
jects of inanimate nature endeared tolus by 
ties of association, but persons to whom we 
have been bound by the strongest bond known 
to man,—the most sacred bond of friendship. 
To the Pres’dent and Faculty we are indebted 
for acts of kindness and self-sacrifice never to 
be forgotten. The Professors who have per- 
severingly labored to instruct in what tends 
to make the true citizen, the scholar and the 
Christian, we shall ever hold in grateful re- 
membrance for their unselfish devotion to the 
cause of education and religion. 

In an especial manner are our thanks due 
to those who taught us the Natural Sciences. 
For, while extolling the great progress made 
in the experimental sciences by the nineteenth 
century, they have fortified us against the 
materialistic tendency of the present day, by 
pointing out the only true and legitimate 
sphere that science can properly claim for it- 
self. Above all, we are thankful that in an 
age when infidelity, socialism and communism 
are gaining a foothold in our country, that it 
has been our good fortune to receive at the 
hands of a most learned Professor, instruction 
in true Christian Philosophy. 
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VVe leave our fellow students, with whom 
we have enjoyed countless pleasures and borne 
some few trials, with sincere sorrow. Our 
grief at parting, however, is mitigated some- 
what by the belief that the friendships begun 
here will last through life, and that in the fu 
ture we shall meet frequently to renew, though 
it only be in memory, our college days. 

FELLOW CLASSMATES: The morning of life 
is fading behind us and the noon with its tur- 
moil and heat is before us. The time is ap 
proaching when instead of one or two masters, 
we shall have a thousand masters,—masters of 
duty, of business, of pleasure and of grief. 
For let us ever remember that- the world of 
our fancy and imagination is »ot the world of 
reality. We shall need, indeed, strong hearts 
to sustain the new responsibilities of the fu- 
ture: but if we are guided by duty, success 
cannot fail to crown our efforts in whatever 
course of life we cast our fortune. If we are 
but true to our neighbor, our country and our 
God, we must come out victors in the end. 

Thougli separated, let nothing cool our 
friendship—let there ever remain between us 
union of thought, word and action, and above 
all—union of hearts. 

Classmates, let me add to the word farewell, 
“a word that hath been and must be,” the 
hope that we may each reach the goal of our 
honorable ambition, and that when the even- 
ing of life arrives and old age shall have come 
upon us, we may one and all rest happy in the 
consciousness of a well-spent life. 

The Hew Building:. 

The first story above the basement is so near- 
ly completed that'the joists for the flooring 
above aie in a great measure laid. The wings, 
or pavilions, are in a less forward state, on ac- 
count of a delay caused by the nou-delivery, 
in proper time, of the window-frames. The 
whole effect of the building, even in its unfin- 
ished state, is grand and imposing. There is, 
indeed, no structure in the District so massive 
and substantial, except perhaps among those 
erected by government. 

Final Examinations. 

A paragraph on this point would not be 
amiss, though the proper place for it would 
have been in the paper last issued. The writ- 
ten examinations of the undergraduates,— 
twenty-two sets of papers,—were completed 
in May. The oral examinations occupied 
from June 7th to the 22d, when the study- 
room was vacated with the usual yells. The 
list of the “plucked” was read, June 24th. 
The examinations, written and oral, of the 
graduates began June 5th and terminated on 
the 14th, though some did not get through un- 
til later. The solemn To Deum closing the 
exercises of the year took place on Saturday 
evening, the 22d. 

.Scion I i lie \olcs. 

Our Professor of Physics, Fr. Ryan, will 
join Frs. Sestini and Degni of Woodstock at 
Denver, Colorado, on the 29th of July, to ob- 
serve the eclipse of the sun. 

Our own Observatory was used at the time 
of the recent passage of Mercury over the sun, 
by a party from the National Observatory un- 
der the direction of Prof. Pritchett. At the 
College, Fr. Curley was able to present to his 
students and others, by means of a card-board 
under a focus, an image of that little orb in 
its travels over the disc of the greater lumi- 
nary. 

Our attention has been called, through nil 
merous publications sent from the American 
Institute of Instruction, to the convention of 
that body in the White Mountains in July. 
We mention the matter through courtesy on- 
ly, for there was no one from this neighbor- 
hood likely to go: otherwise, it would have 
been announced earlier. 

The College During Vacation. 

No sooner were the Commencement exer- 
cises over than the usual hasty exodus of our 
students took place: three or four remained 
to spend the night, but otherwise, long before 
evening set in, the place was as deserted as it 
now is. Save at the new building, an undis- 
turbed quiet prevails, and one begins to con- 
template with a serener satisfaction than can 
be enjoyed at other times, the scenes of beau- 
ty which lie around us on every side. The 
river is gayer than ever with the boats of 
pleasure-seekers, and nearer the house the lit- 
tle songsters of the woods gather, with none 
to make them afraid. Over the hills of the 
farm, either the green corn is waving in fur- 
rows, or the yellow stubble shows whence our 
sixty-ton hay crop was recently gathered in, 
with more coming; all the available hands 
usually employed about the house being now 
engaged in the field. They that seek the old 
college pump for the refreshment it so bount 
ifully yields, find the water—as is unusual in 
vacation—still as cool and delightful as ever, 
the hands on the building keeping it, and in- 
deed both pumps, in constant operation. Fi- 
nally, the editor sends his greetings to his now 
more than ever scattered subscribers, and 
hopes that each one finds his summer retreat 
as agreeable to his taste as the editor finds 
Georgetown to his, where even the familiar 
cry of the printer for “more copy” does not 
disturb the peace of his soul: for he feels his 
resources to be boundless, since he has no 
“editorial committees” to egg on in the first- 
place, and no gi umblers to eucounter after- 
wards . 

THOMAS E. SHERMAN. A paragraph from 
the Notre Dame Scholastic, very extensively 

copiid in the papers throughout the country, 
and still going the rounds, announces the de- 
parture for England of our graduate, Thos. E. 
Sherman, in order to enter the Jesuit Noviti- 
ate at Roehampton,—probably with the view of 
subsequently connecting himself with the Mis- 
souri province of the Society. Young Sher- 
man entered Georgetown in 1870, and took 
the lead in his classes every year, or at least, 
gained the piemium, where he did not suc- 
ceed in carrying off the medal. In his year of 
Rhetoric, he committed to memory all the 
Odes of Horace, thus gaining a special prize 
offered that only year for a successful fulfil- 
ment of the task, no other competing with 
him. At the close of his final year, 1874, he 
gained all the three medals of his class,—a 
class of fourteen. He then repaired to the 
Sheffield Scientific School at Yale, to com- 
plete his scientific course, graduating thenca 
in two years. His parents having in the mean 
time removed to St. Louis, Thomas there took 
up the study of law, in which we presume he 
was still engaged when he carried out, with 
the consent of bis parents, the resolution which 
he had doubtless long been considering,— 
though he gave no intimation while here of 
any such intention,—of entering the Society. 
It was no doubt to avoid distractions that he 
chose to make his noviceship away from his 
native land. Those who know his excellent 
judgment and cool temper feel assured that 
he has not chosen raslilj,—though his choice 
may amaze the world, which cannot compre- 
hend why any one who is fitted to shine in it 
should leave it. But the instructions of a 
pious mother, and his own solid religious sen- 
timents, strengthened by a Christian education, 
ever taught him to estimate the world at its 
true value. Had it been his vocation to live 
in it, he would have adorned it with the vir- 
tues of a Christian gentleman and the polish 
of a Christian scholar, but he never would 
have made it the be-all and the end-all of his 
existence. Nor would he now, should he ever 
return to It on finding himself mistaken in his 
present choice. 

The St. Louis Times says: “Thos. E. Sher- 
man, son of Gen. W. T. Sherman, is about to 
abandon the law and connect himself with the 
Order of Jesuits, and with that view will enter 
upon a two years’ course of preparatory stu- 
dy at Roehampton, England. Mr. Sherman is 
ayoungmanof fine intellectual attainments, 
a thorough student, and certain of high dis- 
tinction in the holy calling which he proposes 

to enter.” 

MISCELLANEOUS. We intended publishing 
the list of medals and premiums awarded, but 
must wait. We close work on this number, 
July 13th. Catalogues for 1877-8 may be had 
on application to the President. 
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VISITORS AT OUR COMMENCEMENT. 

Although we mingled only casually with the 
crowd at Commencement, we happened to 
meet with or see many of those who were 
present on the occasion. Of the alumni, Caleb 
C. Magruder and Samuel A. Robinson repre- 
sented ’58, Rev. Clem. S. Lancaster, S. J, ’59, 
Jas. F. Hoban, ’60( Tallmadge A. Lambert, 
’62, Jos. A. Rice,’63, Edward S. Reily, ’64, 
John C. Wilson, ’65, G. E. Hamilton, and Jno. 
R. Ross, ’72, Neal T. Murray and F. Snowden 
Hill, ’73, Win. H. Dennis, ’74, W. A. Donald- 
son, ’75, Jno. I. Griffiss, ’76, Enoch B. Abell, 
Arthur Hood, Jr., and Chas. R. Newman, ’77. 
Wm. A. Hammond of ’68 and Wm. C. Nib- 
lack of ’74, were at the College a day or two 
before Commencement, hut not on the day 
itself. E. X. Fink, S. J.,’74, was here the day 
after. 

Of undergraduates, we saw or spoke with 
Dr. Felix R. McManus of Baltimore, a student 
of sixty years ago, Gov. Carroll of Maryland, 
Mr'. Jno. T. Crow of the Baltimore Sun, Gen. 
B. B. Simmes of La., A. A. Simmonds and 
Henry D. Clyde of Baltimore, Dr. W. W. 
Evans, .T. B. Walker of the Republic, Chas. I. 
Hayes, Chas. W. Russell, Jos. E. Roach, Jas. 
H. Ward and John Boyle of Washington, F. 
Phil. Lee of Prince George’s Co., Prof. C. S. 
Hein and Levi Bootes of Georgetown, Frank 
Plunkett, U. S.N., Geo. II. Sands, Cadet, U. 
S. A., Jas. DeCourcy of Massachusetts, and 
Dominic F. Sweeny of Hazelton, Pa. Domi- 
nic spent some days here prior to Commence- 
ment. Jas. R. Randall, the poet-journalist, 
and Jno. F. McBride of Parkersburg, now of 
St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore, were here a 
few days before. Also Jno M. Griffin of 
Fredericksburg. Sydney E. M'udd, formerly 
of ’78, who takes A. B. at Annapolis in July, 
was here a day or two after, having been dis- 
appointed in getting here on the 27th. 

The clerical visitors embraced President 
McGurk of Loyola College, President Jenkins 
of Gonzaga College, the pastors of Trinity 
Church, Rev’ds S. A. Kelly, S. J., D. A. Kel- 
ley, S. J., Jas. McHugh, S. J., P. F. McCarthy 
E. Southgate, and Dr. P. Ryan of Washington. 
Rev. D. O’Kane, S. J., of Alexandria, Rev. 
Jas. Major, S. J., of Whitemarsh, Rev. P. P. 
Cooney, C. S. C., of Notre Dame, Ind., and 
two brothers of graduates, Rev. Geo. F. Brad- 
ford of Wilmington, Diocese and Rev. Jas. 
Timmins of Philadelphia. Also Fathers P. 
Degni, S. J., Felix Cristobal, S. J., and Thos. 
Ipinia, S. J., of Woodstock College, the two 
latter en route to their native Spain. 

“Visitors not belonging to the above catego- 
ries were Prof. D. J. Kelly and others of the 
Medical Department, M. F. Morris, L. L. D., 
and others of the Law Department, Dr. Graf- 
ton Tyler, Chas. W. Hoffman, L. L. D., Ex- 
Mayor Crawford, Archibald Roane, Esq., Edw. 
0. Forney, Esq., Dr. P. J. Timmins, and Dr. 

W. F. Byrns, all of the District, Daniel G. 
Major, A. M., of California, Dr. Smith of Ha 
gerstown, Dr. O’Donovan, Jas. W. McElroy, 
Esq., Prof. C. H. Bunting and Mr. F. X. Bren- 
nan, all of Baltimore, Mr. Shipman of Virgin- 
ia and a number of others, doubtless, whom 
we failed to see. The Sun adds the name of 
Col. J. Thomas Schartf, the historian: but if 
he was present, he did not make himself 
known. As to the ladies, they constituted 
three-fourths of the audience, as usual, and 
the greater part of them^were, for once, punc- 
tual,—thanks, perhaps, to the admonitions of 
the COLLEGE JOURNAL. Those who did not 
heed our advice, or do not see the paper, lost 
a portion of the proceedings by coming after 
10J, and had to stand a considerable time be- 
fore our attentive ushers, the Rhetoricians, 
could institute raids over the premises for ad 

-ditional chairs. Even then, a number could 
only find room on the outside landing, where 
of course they could do little else than swelter, 
with very little opportunity of seeing or hear- 
ing anything. The exercises occupied only 
about two hours. The audience was the lar- 
gest ever assembled here, and the thermome- 
ter was in the vicinity of ninety degrees, the 
weather having suddenly become hot only the 
day before. 

The dinner to the alumni and other guests 
of the Faculty took place an hour or two af- 
ter the rest of the company ‘had departed. 
The dining room was handsomely decorated 
with the floral offerings bequeathed by those 
who had received them during the Commence- 
ment exercises. 

THE IATE COLLEGE JOERNAE ENTER- 

TAINMENT. 

The programme of the Entertainment at Cur- 
tis Building, May 27th, for the benefit of the 
College Journal, which we had not room for 
in our last, embraced the following pieces. 
The opening performance was a duet on the 
piano by Messrs. Gloetzner und Reynolds, 
“Tannhauser,” followed by a recitation,— 
Hood’s “ Dream of Eugene Aram,” by R. D. 
Walsh of ’78; “The Diver,” a song by Mr. N . 
B. Fugitt ; “Edinburg after Flodden,” a reci- 
tation by F. Duffy of ’79 ; Solo, “What Joy,” 
by Miss Eva Mills; “The American Forest 
Girl,” recitation by Miss Mary Williams. 
Part II. A humorous reading by Mr. Ralph 
Jefferson ; Duet, “Excelsior,” Messrs. Pugh 
and Fugitt; “Select Reading” by Prof. E. B. 
Hay; “The Leper,” a recitation by C. S. 
Schoolfield of ’78; concluding at 10 o’clock 
with a Trio, “Te sol quest anima,” by Miss 
Mills, Messrs. Pugh and Fugitt. Accompani- 
ments by Prof. Gloetzner. The encores were 
numerous and enthusiastic, as may be sup- 
posed from the high character of the artistes 
and of the performances. 

The pecuniary result was quite satisfactory, 

enabling us to close the volume, which other- 
wise we should have been unable to do. This 
is all we asked for: for as to a new volume, it 
would hardly be judicious to enter upon it with 
less than an endowment of two hundred dol- 
lars,—and perhaps a new editor thrown in. 
The following is the article from the Capital 
referred to in our last. 

Georgetown ltedivivus. 

If anything were wanting to prove that 
Georgetown is not dead, but sleepeth, it was 
supplied last Tuesday evening by a view of the 
Concert Hall in the Curtis School Building, 
where had gathered together all the noblest 
and best to do honor to the Georgetown Col- 
lege Journal. 

Considering the season, and that the object 
was not in the direct line of charity, there was 
a brilliant house, representing the wit, the 
worth, the dignity, the taste, the beauty and 
elegance of our sister city, and what was want- 
ing in numbers was made up in quality and 
character—and right here we ought to say 
that, to insure the success of any enterprise 
in the District the one thing needed is to se- 
cure the services of that faultless and favorite 
artist, Miss Eva Mills, who is first in the hearts 
of our music-loving public, as she is first and 
foremost in every cause of charity and educa- 
tion. 

. Of course she sang exquisitely and looked 
divinely, and was greeted with an enthusiastic 
encore, and three or more baskets of flowers. 
Of Messrs. Gloetzner and Reynolds, Fugitt and 
Pugh it is needless to speak. They performed 
their parts most acceptably, the two latter be- 
ing forced to repeat, nolens volens, the popu- 
lar duet, “Excelsior.” The reading was the 
best ever heard in Georgetown, and great 
taste was exhibited in the selections. Miss 
Mary Williams won all hearts with her naive, 
fresh and graceful manner, and received ma- 
ny beautiful floral tributes. Professor Hay 
and Mr. Ralph Jefferson never did better or 
gave more pleasure, while one and all united 
in the effort to pay tribute to the artistic skill 
evinced by the young gentlemen from the col- 
lege, Messrs. Walsh, Duffy and Schoolfield. 

Altogether the entertainment was the 
choicest ever given in Georgetown, and every 
man, woman and child felt the happier for 
having attended. 

TELEMACHUS . 

A Pleasant Entertainment. 

Mr. Thomas Philip Kernan, the genial and 
talented son of Senator Kernan, and the vale- 
dictorian of the graduating class of George- 
town College, entertained his fellow-classmates 
with a handsome dinner, at the residence of 
his father, yesterday afternoon. The enjer- 
tainment was a most pleasant affair in every 
respect, and the tasteful and elegant manner 
in which it was gotten up was eminently wor- 
thy, not only of Mr. Kernan himself, but also 
of his amiable and hospitable sister, Miss Liz- 
zie Kernan, who acted as hostess upon the oc- 
casion, and who never displayed to better ad- 
vantage, nor to a more appreciative company, 
her many and varied accomplishments. An 
hour or so spent in conversation after dinner 
was enlivened by some brilliant instrumental 
music from Miss Kernan, and a number of 
original and amusing songs were given by the 
young gentlemen in their happiest vein. Post, 
May 15. 
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(From the late National Union, March 2d.) 

REMINISCENCES OF A GREAT MAN. 

A Chapter in the life of Father Sceehi, the 
Great Astronomer—His Stay at George- 
town College—What Father Curley Told 
Our Reporter—An Interesting Inter- 
view1. 

A cable telegram from Rome, dated the 26th 
ultimo, announced the death of Father Angelo 
Secchi, the famous astronomer, mathemati- 
cian and physicist. Knowing that this well- 
known priest was at one time at Georgetown 
College, a representative of the NATIONAL 

UNION called upon Father Curley to obtain for 
the readers of this paper some reminiscences 
of the stay of Father Secchi, whose fame is 
now world-wide. Thej’eporter found the ven- 
erable Father, as he was coming to his room 
from a visit to a sick friend, and was at once 
welcomed. Father Curley, who is quite aged, 
is the only priest at the college who saw Fa- 
ther Secchi when he was there. 

Father Secchi said Father Curley came to 
the college on the 22d of Novomber, 1848, in 
company with several other priests, now' fa- j 
mous, who were driven from Rome by the rev- 
olution which prevailed in Italy at that time. 
Among those who came with him were Rev. 
John Pianciani, a distinguished naturalist, 
Rev. Michael Tomei, equally famed as a the 
ologian, Rev, Joseph Bixio, brother of General J 
Bixio, of Victor Emanuel fame. Rev. Paul 
Rosa was also among the party. This gentle- 
man will probably be Father Socchi’s succes- 
sor. These priests left at various times, Fa- 
ther Secchi taking his departure September 
22, 1849. 

I remember Father Secchi, Father Curley 
resumed, as a man who looked very much like 
Daniel Webster. He was dark, like an Ital- 
ian, with a piercing, but kindly eye, with pro- 
jecting eyebrows. He was very energetic and 
fond of work. I remember one day Father 
Secchi came to me and asked me if I had not 
something for him to do. I had just made 
some observations, and gave them to him to 
calculate. In a very short space of time he 
had the calculations made and was ready for 
more. He was only thirty-one when he came 
here, but looked much older. When he ar- 
rived at the college, the president placed him 
at the head of the class of physics. This 
science was then the specialty of Father Secchi. 
At the close of the scholastic year, the class 
of physics made a public exhibition. Father 
Secchi made an electrical battery large enough 
to magnetize a steel bar one hundred ponnds 
in weight, and on the day of the exhibition 
this magnet was made to hold 1,600 lbs. The 

magnet is now at the college. While at the 
college, Father Secchi wrote his treatise called 

“Researches in Electrical Rheometry,” which 

was published in 1852, in the Smithsonian 

Contributions to Knowledge. This work is a 
very abstruse one. The delicate apparatus 
needed in the experiments, as shown in the 
treatise, Father Secchi made himself, as to 
buy them would have required a large amount 
of money. A room in the infirmary was fitted 
up for his especial use to make these instru- 
ments. 

Father Secchi never did any astronomical 
work at the college. Father De Vico was then 
professor of astronomy here, assisted by Fa- 
ther Sestini. This latter priest brought with 
him from Rome, when driven away, the 6 inch 
object glass of the telescope of that city. This 
glass, said Father Curley, he mounted with 
me in a wooden tube of our own make, and he 
continued his observations. He took his glass 
back again to Rome. Father De Vico was the 
astronomer at Rome. While on his way back 
to that city, he died at London. Father Secchi 
was called to fill his place, and from that time 
Father Secchi devoted.his time to astronomy. 
He often wrote to me saying that he wished he 
had become more familiar with our college in- 
struments, as he entered upon his new duties 
with no knowledge of the practical workings 
of a telescope. “You know,” said Father Cur- 
ley, “that spider lines are used to divide the 
object glass of an instrument, I remember 
well the day when a number of college stu- 
dents and myself went out in the fields to ga- 
ther the cocoons of the spider for the use of 
Father Secchi at Rome.” 

Father Curley then showed the reporter a 
copy of the last work which came from Fa- 
ther Secchi’s hands. “I wrote to him,” said 
the venerable priest, “ thanking him for the 
gift, and he answered me, saying he was feel- 
ing unwell, and would soon have to give up his 
duties. But,” said Father Curley, “ I never 
thought that so soon I should hear of my old 
associate’s death. I have no doubt,” he con- 
cluded, “that his over application to his work 
and his continued night observations short- 
ened his life.” 
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We received some time since—addressed by 
mail from Bologna, Italy, to the “College 
Journal”—an appeal from Dr. Giovanni Ac- 
quaderni, of that city in behalf of a monu- 
ment to be erected to the memory of Pius IX. 
It matters little that we had no room earlier 
for a notice of the request sent us by the dis- 
tinguished gentleman above mentioned:—with 
the many demands on their means in support- 
ing the different societies arid clubs in the Col- 
lege: and the hard times besides, it is unlikely 
that any enterprise beyond the water, even in 
connection with the venerable name of Pius, 
would have enlisted any considerable support 
on the part of our students. We trust they 
are not devoid of Catholic spirit,however, and 
if any should be able to contribute to this mem- 

orial, they may do so through this office. 
Those of our former students who occupy po- 
sitions of prominence, did honor to thier re- 
ligious training here by their public utterances 
<K respect for the memory of the great pontiff. 
Six columns of the N. 0. Picayune were 
filled with a eulogy by the venerable Prof. 
Dimitry, a student of half a century ago. 
Another number of the same paper contained 
a public discourse on Pius IX delivered by 
Hon. Thos. J. Semmes, a graduate. Another 
old student, Hon. P. Walsh, presided at a 
meeting held in Augusta, Ga., and delivered 
an address which was published in his paper, 
the Chronicle and Constitutionalist. 

J. F. ELLIS & CO-, 
937 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 

Sole Agent for the 

FAMOUS WEBER PIANOS, 

The Best in the World. Also 

SMITH AMERICAN ORGANS, 

Unequalled in^aality of tone and durability 
A large number of Second-hand Pianos and 
Organs ranging in price from $25 and up. 
Pianos and Organs repaired, tuned, stored, 
packed and moved by experienced workmen. 

MEJDICAE DEPARTMENT, 
University oi' Georgetown. 

Comer of 10th and E streets northwest, 
Washington, D. C, 

SUMMER SESSION. 

FACULTY. 

REV. P. F. HEALY, S. J., President of the Uni- 
versity. 

CHARLES E. HAGNER, M. D., 
Lecturer on Diseases of the Respiratory Organs 

and Laryngoscopy. 

JAS. S. BEALE, M. D., 
Lecturer on Minor Surgery and Surgical Appli. 

ances. 

SWANN M. BURNETT, M. D. 
Lecturer on Ophthalmology and Otology. 

Prof. JOSEPH TABER JOHNSON, A . M„ M. D.. 
A course on Puerperal Diseases. 

Prof. DANIEL J. KELLY, A. M., M. D., 
A course on the Art of Prescribing. 

Prof. SAMUEL O. BUSEY, M. D.. 
A course on Diseases of the Heart. 

Prof. FRANCIS A. ASHFORD, M. D., 
A course upon Diseases of the Genito-Urinary Or- 

gans. 

The Summer Session will begin April 1st, Intro- 
ductory by Dr. J. S. Beale at 8 o’clock, P. M, 

The lectnres will be delivered each Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, continuing through the 
months of April, May, and September. 

For additional information apply to 

F. A. ASHFORD, M. D., Dean of Faculty 

1330 New York avenue 



;N
O

L
f)

N
IH

S
V

A
V

 
112 COLLEGE JOURNAL 

> 
H 
H 
O 
33 
z 
m 
-< 

> 
H 
r 
> 
3 

w 

CO —. 
d s: s > B TT H A 
- m 
Q 33 

m 

£ 
n r 
n 
33 

> 
H 
O 
I 
e> 
o r 
O 
o 
A 

ffl 
w 
a! 
K 
M 

co 

3 
Q 
O 
3 

o 

% 
o 
■4 
o 
M 
Nf H 

§ 
I 
I 

► 
◄ 

t> 

O 

ffi 
M 

H 

w 
o 
H 
U1 

fei 
o 
N 
fe- 
ta 

S 

Co 

§ 

I ta 
fen 

1 
CO 

H 
a 
e 

o 
33 
c 
D 

a 
GO 
H 

Academy of the Visitation, 

B. V. M. 

GEORGETOWN, D. C. 

rpHIS INSTITUTION was founded in the year 
X 1799, and rebuilt in 1873 it is located in a heal- 
thy situation on the Heights of Georgetown, in the 
District of Columbia, surrounded by beautiful and 
picturesque scenery, while the situation combines, 
with the advantage of its close proximity to the Ci- 
ty of Washington, the seclusion so desirable in an 
educational institution. 

Board, tuition, &c., $300. 
For further particulars, apply to the Institution. 

Established 1833 . 

JNO. McDERMOTT & BROS., 
COACHMAKERS 

AND 
CARRIAGE DEALERS 

310 Pennsylvania Avenue, near Third Street, 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Carriages and Harness received on Storage and 

sold on commission. 

JSSS-CARRIAGES REPAIRED. 

HATS! HATS ! 

FALL ANNOUNCEMENT FOR 1877 
A Large Assortment for Men and Boys 

» Every variety at LOW PRICES. 

W. F. SEYMOUR, 
132 BRIDGE STREET, 

GEORGETOWN, D- C- 

B. ROBINSON, 

W. NORDLINGER, 

NATIONAL CLOTHING EMPORIUM 

114 BEIDGB ST., GEOKGETOWN, D. C. 

ESTABLISHED 1804. 

HEADQUARTERS FOR MENS’ YOUTHS 

and Boys’ Fine Clothing. 
GENTS’ FINE FURNISHING GOODS A 

Specialty. 

MERCHANT TAILORING IN ALL ITS 
Branches. 

W. NORDLINGER, 

NATIONAL, CLOTHING HALL, 

114- Bridge Street. 

W. L. CHERY, 

Late of Wall & Robinson. , . _ ' . 
Late with Wail & Robinson. 

B. ROBINSON & CO., 

FINE CLOTHING 
FOR 

YOUNG MEN AND BOYS. 

909 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUF, 
Washington. I>. C. 

IF You WANT A EIRST-KATE 

HAIR-CUT OR SHAVE 
GO TO 

TANCIL’ S 

lOO HIGH STREET, 

GEORGETOWN. B. C. 

N. B. Inducements given to College Trade. 

HALL & HUME 
807 MARKET SPACE, 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Dealers in 

FA3IILY GROCERIES, 

WINES, CHAMPAGNES, 

OLD FRENCH BRANDIES 

SOLE PROPRIETORS, <&c. 

of the popular 

OLD STAG WHISKEY. 

Goods packed and shipped free of charge. 

CLOTHING READY MADE. 
CLOTHING MADE TO ORDER. 

FOR DRESS SUITS go to NOAH WALKER 
& CO. 

FOR BUSINESS SUITS GO TO NOAH 
Walker & Co. 

FOR SCHOOL SUITS GO TO NOAH 
Walker & Co. 

FOR WHITE OR COLORED SHIRTS GO 
to Noah Walker & Co. 

FOR NECK SCARFS OR TIES GO TO 
Noah Walker & Co. 

FOR ALL KINDS OF GLOVES GOTO 
Noah Walker & Co. 

FOR COLLARS, CUFFS, OR SUSPEN- 
ders go to Noah Walker & Co. 

IF YOU WISH GOODS MADE TO ORDER 
go to Noah Walker & Co. 

IF YOU WISH A GOOD FIT GO TO 
Noah Walker & Co. 

IF YOU WISH GOOD GOODS GO TO 
Noah Walker & Co. 

IF YOU STUDY ECONOMY GO TO 
Noah Walker & Co. 

IF YOU DON’T KNOW THE LOCATION, IT IS— 

625 PEN., N flVE. BET. 6TH & 7TH STS-. N. W. 
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GEORGETOWN, D. C„ JULY, 1878. 

COMMENCEMENT PROCEEDINGS. 
(CONCLUDED.) 

Lest inconvenience should be felt from not 
having at hand, in the-same paper which re- 
cords so much else about the Commencement, 
the list of premiums, &c., we subjoin the report 
as given in the N. V. Herald. We omit, as it does, 
those given in the Preparatory Classes and in 
Music and Drawing. We also correct a mistake 
in the catalogue in the matter of a premium in 
one of the Chemistry Classes. 

The following awards were made upon a 
standard of merit entitling the recipients to 
honorable mention for seventy-five per cent, of 
the attainable marks, to distinction for eighty 
per cent, of the attainable marks, and to medal 
and premium for above eighty-five per cent. 

SENIOR CLASSES. 

Far national Philosophy.—The Morrison Med- 
al —Eugene Semmes Ives, Virginia. Premium— 
Thomas P. Kernan, New York. Distinguished— 
Charles A. De Conroy, Massachusetts; William 
F. Smith, Maryland; John K. Bradford, Dela- 
ware, and Charles S. School field, Maryland. 
Honorably mentioned — Redmond D. Walsh, 
District of Columbia; Charles O'Donovan, Mary- 
land, and Joseph L. Morgan, South Carolina, 

For Physics.—The Chapman Neale Medal— 
Charles O’Donovan, Maryland. Premium— 
Charles A. De Courcy, Massachusetts. Distin- 
guished—Andrew J. Shipman, Virginia; Charles 
S. Schoolfield, Maryland; Eugene S. Ives, Vir- 
ginia, and V illiam F. Smith, Maryland. Hon- 
orably mentioned—Joseph L. Morgan, South 
Carolina. 

For Mechanics.—Medal—Andrew J. Shipman, 
Virginia. Premium—Eugene S. Ives, Virginia. 
Distinguished—Charles A. De Courcy, Massa- 
chusetts, and Charles S. Schoolfield, Maryland. 
Honorably mentioned — Thomas P. Kernan, 
New York, and Charles O’Donovan, Maryland. 

For Blietoric.—The Goff Medal—Thomas C. 
Blake, New York. Premium — V. Howard 
Brown, Md. Distinguished—J. Hamilton Far- 
ish, Mo.; Thomas C. Lawler, Wis.; Edward 0. 
Russell, West Va.; W. Gaston Payne, Va., and 
V illiam B. Carvill, New Brunswick: Honor- 
ably mentioned—John X. Fleetwood, La, 

For English Literature and Composition.—Pre- 
mium—Edward O. Russell, West Va. Distin- 
guished—V. Howard Brown, Md.; Thomas C. 
Lawler, Wis.; Thomas C. Blake, N. Y.; W. Gas- 
ton Payne, Va,; J. Hamilton Fafish, Mo.; John 
X. Fleetwood, La., and William B. Carvill, New 
Brunswick. Honorably mentioned—Albert,). 
Laplace, La. 

For Poetry. — Medal — Joseph P. O’Brien, 
Pennsylvania. Premium — James Roane, D. 
C. Distinguished—Walter S. Clarke, N.T., and 
Daniel W. Lawler, Wis. Honorably mentioned 
—Ernest Laplace, La.; Henry V. Turner, Mo.; 
Ignatius P. O’Neill, S. C.; James E. Callahan, 
111.; Francis P. McManus, Pa., and Arthur A. 
Sweeney, Mass. 

For English Literature and Composition.—Pre- 
mium Daniel W. Lawler, Wis. Distinguished 
- Condo B. Pallen, Mo.; James Roane, D. C.; 

Joseph P. O’Brien, Pa,; Arthur A. Sweeney, 

Mass.; Ignatius P. O’Neill, S. C.; James E. Cal- 
lahan, 111.: Walter S. Clarke, N. Y.; Henry V. 
Turner, Mo., and Francis P. McManus, Pa. 
Honorably mentioned—Ernest Laplace, La. 

For First Grammar.—Medal—James M. Will- 
cox, Pa. Premium — James H. Sloan, Md. 
Distinguished—Prosper E. Titian, D. C.; George 
Donworth, Maine. 

For Excellence in English Composition.—Pre- 
mium—Harry C. Walsh, Pa. Honorably men- 
tioned—William A. Lackey, D. C. 

For First Mathematics. — Medal — Joseph P. 

O’Brien, Pit. Premium — Edward 0. Russell, 
W. Va. Distinguished—Albert J. Laplace, Lit.; 
J. Hamilton Farislt, Mo. Honorably mentioned 
—John N. Fleetwood, La,; V. Howard Brown, 
Md. 

Second Mathematics.—Medal—James Roane, 
D. C. Premium—James Callahan, 111. Dis- 
tinguished—Ernest Laplace, La, ; William L. 
McLaughlin, Wyoming Ter.; Eugene Moxley, 
I). C.; Denis A. Shanahan, Va.; Harry C. Walsh, 
Pa. Honorably mentioned—Henry V. Turner 
Mo.; Walter S. Clarke, N. Y. 

Third .Mathematics.—Medal, ex w'cjuo—George 
Donworth, Maine; Prosper E. Titian, D. C. 
Premium—Charles F. McGahan, S. C. Distin- 
guished—George C. Oxnard, Pa. Honorably 
mentioned—Richard S. Murphy, D. C. 

For Organic Chemistry—Medal—Edward O. 
Russell, W. Va. Premium—Thomas C. Blake, 
N. Y. Distinguished—John N. Fleetwood, La. 
Honorably mentioned—J. Hamilton Farislt, 
Mo.; Albert J. Laplace, La., and V. Howard 
Brown, Md. 

For Inorganic Chemistry.—Medal—Alexan- 
der de Bodisco, N. Y. Premium—Ernest La- 
place, La. Distinguished—Henry V. Turner, 
Mo. Honorably mentioned—Joseph P. O’Brien, 
Pa.; James Roane, D. G, and Daniel W. Law- 
ler, Wis. 

For First French.—James L. Morris, Pa. 
Premium—George C. Oxnard, Pa. Distin- 
guished—Joseph A. Pujos, La.; Jules Aldigc, 
La,; Waldemar C. Landry, La., and Prosper E. 
Titian, D. C. Honorably mentioned—Charles 
M. Tabor, La., and Boris de Bodisco, N. Y. 

For Christian Doctrine.—Medal—Thomas C. 
Blake, N. Y. Premium—Thomas C. Lawler, 
Wis. Distinguished—Joseph P. O’Brien, Pa.; 
A. Howard Brown, Md.; Daniel W. Lawler, 
Wis.; Albert J. Laplace, La.; Ernest Laplace, 
La. ; Conde B. Pallen, Mo.; Francis Duffy, N. 
Y. Honorably mentioned—Walter S. Clarke, 
N. Y. 

For Elocution.—The Gold Cross—Charles S. 
Schoolfield, Md. Premium—Harry C. Walsh, 
Pa, Honorably mentioned—Cltarles E. O’Con- 
nor, S. C.; Conde B. Pallen, Mo.; Francis Duffy, 
N. Y.; Eugene S. Ives, Va,; Robert O. Jenkins, 
Md.; Thomas J. Biggins, D. C.; Y. Howard 
Brown, Md. 

SPECIAL MEDALS. 

The Merrick Debating Medal—founded by 
R. T. Merrick, LL. D.—was awarded to Eugene 
Semmes Ives. 

The Toner Scientific Medal, given by Joseph 
M. Toner, M. D., M. A., was awarded to Charles 
O’Donovan. 

The Hoffman Mathematical Medal, given by 
Charles W. Hoffman, LI,. D., was awarded to 
Andrew J. Shipman. 

The Morris Historical Medal, given by Mar- 
tin F. Morris, LL. D-, was awarded to William 
F. Smith. 

The Philodemic Prize Medal, given by the 
Philodemic Society, was awarded to Thomas 
P. Kernan. 

The special Tennyson prize was awarded to 
Redmond D. Walsh. 

The Junior Class premiums were awarded as 
follows:— 

Second Grammar.—To William L. McLaugh- 
lin, of Wyoming Territory. 

Excellence in English Composition.—To Denis 
A. Shanahan, Va. 

Third Grammar.—To Claude G. Higgins, Ky. 
Exeettence in English Composition.—To Henry 

Hall, Ala, 
English.—To Joseph A. Pujos, La. 
Improvement in Composition.—To Joseph A. 

Pujos. 
Algebra.—First to Maurice J. Clagett, 1). C., 

and second to Joseph F. Kernan, N. Y. 
Arithmetic.—First to William A. Hedrick, 

D. C., and second to Walter Eden, 111. 
Bookkeeping.—To William M. Greenwell, D. 

C. 
Second French.—To Albert J. Lagarde, La. 
German.—To Edward P. Farrell, Ky. 
Christian Doctrine— First to James H. Sloan, 

Md., and AX illiam L. McLaughlin, Wyoming 
T.-(equally); and second to William T. Larned, 
District of Columbia. 

Elocution.— To Antonio G. Touceda, Cuba. 
Honorably mentioned—Wm. M. Greenwell, D. 
C., and Maurice J. Clagett, D. C. 

The Philonomosian Debate Medal, given by 
the Philonomosian Society, was awarded to 
Denis A. Shanahan, and the College Journal 
prize was awarded to Andrew J. Shipman. 

In the Preparatory Department, the pre- 
ium for Elocution was awarded to Joseph P. 
Collins, Pa. Honorably mentioned—Daniel P. 
Morgan, D. G, and Charles Carroll, Md. 

Having now done full justice to our own 
Commencement, we think it due to our neigh- 
bors of the Visitation Academy, who have been 
such generous supporters of our paper from the 
beginning, to make room for an account of the 
closing exercises there, which took place on 
the day preceding ours. The following is 
taken from the AVashington Sunday Herald of 
June 30th. 

CommencementExercises at the George- 
town Academy of Visitation. 

Last XVednesday I witnessed with pleasure 
the closing exercises of the Convent of the Vis- 
itation, Georgetown, and I feel that hardly 
enough can be said in praise of this admirable 
institution, and that parents and guardians 
throughout the country should be made aware 
of its excellencies. Although the day was in- 
tensely warm, as commencement days are wont 
to be, the crjwd was dense, attracted' by the 
fame of this time-honored academy and by the 
young ladies, many of whom have parents 
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high in the social and political world. For- 
tunately our party, after a good, hearty push 
below, were comfortably seated in the hall, a 
certain front portion of which is reserved for 
parents and relatives, but back of this the aisles 
were thronged, even standing room on benches 
being at'a premium. Presently, however, our 
attention was distracted from warm faces and 
fluttering fans by the entrance of six young 
ladies, four of whom took their places at the 
pianos, and two at the harps; then the grand 
march of Mendelssohn rang out full and clear. 
After two bars had been played there issued 
from the door at the rear of the stage a file of 
little girls, led by two young ladies, former 
graduates of the convent. This custom struck 
me as being very pretty. Separating at the 
door, they met at the foot of the first platform ; 
dividing again, to take their seats on either 
side of the hall. After the little girls, many of 
them not appearing over five or six years of 
age, came the young girls just entering their 
teens, and so on, until the young ladies of the 
senior class advanced, the march ceased, and 
by one accord the 150 young ladies took their 
seats. 

Nothing is sweeter to the weary, worn one 
of the world than this array of white-robed 
convent girls, with their innocent, healthy 
faces and simple, modest attire. 

The programme was replete with gems from 
such composers as Mendelssohn, Von Weber, 
Meyerbeer, Mozart, Rossini, Beethoven, and 
Wagner, and was, without exception, well ren- 
dered. Miss Belle Smith’s vocal solo, from 
La Nozze de Figaro, deserves to be particularly 
mentioned. This young lady lias a powerful, 
pure soprano. She is yet quite young, but un- 
der her admirable teacher she will become an 
ornament to the musical world. The piano 
solo, Somite Pathetique, was performed by 
Miss Gertrude Derby, with fine execution and 
feeling. This young lady, who “ comes out of 
the West,” figured largely in the instrumental 
part of the programme, playing nearly all of 
the accompaniments, no easy task even for a 
finished musician, with skill and taste. Miss 
Minnie Nicholson sang the solo in the Corona- 
tion Ode, and to persons who had heard her a 
year ago, when the cultivation of her voice was 
first undertaken, the improvement was some- 
thing wonderful. At the close of the pro- 
gramme, the lady under whose care the vocal 
department of the institution is placed, sang ; 
her execution, one might truly say, was fault- 
less- Her method was acquired under Madame 
Fiadore Garcia’s training, through whose rec- 
ommendation and that of the head of the Con- 
servatorium of Leipsic, this lady was secured 
to this institution. The instrumental depart- 
ment is presided over by a graduate of the 
same Conservatorium, and a pupil of the great 
Plaidy. The advantages afforded in the high- 
est school of classical music are indeed rare, 
and the elevated tone of the music, compared 
with that of most of our boarding schools for 
young ladies, is very noticeable, while the ex- 
ceedingly moderate rates of tuition are to us 
incomprehensible. 

The valedictory was read in a sweet, natural 
voice by Miss Marie Thian, and showed poetic 
ability. We were not fatigued by lengthy es- 
says, with which most schools deem fit to en- 
tertain their audiences on commencement day. 
His Excellency the President of the United 
States, assisted by Rev. Fathers Murphy and 
Doonan, of the College, distributed the pre- 
miums and medals to the deserving; the young 
ladies of the first class were crowned with a j 

wreath of white flowers, and each received a 
gold medal for uniform excellence of conduct. 
Alter this, gold medals for intellectual attain- 
ments were bestowed on the graduates. Floral 
offerings were numerous, but were not per- 
mitted on the stage. It was not till after the 
close of the exercises that many a girlish heart 
was made happy by these tributes of love and 
friendship. 

The recreation-room was thrown open to visi- 
tors,and filled with the handiwork of the pupils. 
Among the paintings I particularly noticed 
Miss E. Weaver’s oil painting of Corinne, 
" Lalla Rookh ” and several other figures, all 
worthy ot note. Miss Louise Frost showed a 
decided talent for animal painting, as she 
proved in several copies from Rosa Bonheur. 
‘‘ Salmon Leap, near Dublin,” by Miss Kate 
Gleason, was remarkable for its excellent sun- 
set sky and natural gushing water. Several 
moonlight scenes adorned the hall; one was es- 
pecially striking, “Harper’s Ferry,” by Miss 
M ■ Mayes, ot Virginia. The skies of most of 
the paintings were very fine, and some of the 
pieces showed decided artistic talent. Besides 
the names already mentioned, we noticed Misses 
Touceda and Fitzgerald as having produced 
some good touches with their brush. 

Some beautiful needle-work was displayed. 
Miss Kate Gleason’s piano-cover of maroon 
cloth, embroidered with gold-colored silk, was 
the handsomest piece seen. Plain sewing had 
not been neglected, as was evinced by a num- 
ber of neatly-made garments. 

The view from the rear porch is lovely: on 
one side stretches the monastery garden, in 
front lies a portion of the play-ground, with 
its smooth, green grass. “ I do not wonder,” 
said a companion at my side, “ that the girls 
are healthy in this spot, so highly favored by 
nature.” 

The discipline ol the school seems to be per- 
fect. 1 noticed during the exercises that not 
one idle look was cast around the room, a grave 
and modest deportment belonged to each girl. 
In Georgetown Academy the fast girl of the 
period would find herself transplanted to a new 
sphere, where flippancy and frivolity have no 
place, where elevated thoughts and feelings are 
cultivated, and where petty ambitions are for- 
ever banished. I have read somewhere that 
“ in character, in manners, in style, the su- 
preme excellence is simplicity,” and I think 
the Sisters of the Visitation Convent seem to 
have adopted this maxim, for the dresses of 
the young ladies were pure, simple white mus- 
lin, with blue sashes at the waist, the hair 
worn plain ; no lalse curls, penciled eyebrows, 
or powdered faces were to be seen. The direc- 
tress of this institution shows that she is a 
woman of rare powers of firmness and freedom 
Irom human awe in maintaining in this degen- 
erate, pagan age Ic juste milieu in female attire. 
The stage presented a galaxy of youthful 
beauty, adorned in nature’s rarest gems, mod- 
esty, perfect ease, and grace of manner. As I 
ha ve said, there was a total absence of artificial 
embellishments. The complexions of the 
pupils were redolent with the glow of health ; j 
their beaming countenances bespoke at once 
the innocence of their souls and the brightness J 
of their highly cultivated minds. But, alas ! j 
what painful thoughts rushed upon me as 1 con- 
templated that tableau vivant that it was our 
privilege to behold, with the scenes of the fashi- 
onable ball room, whether in our crowded 

cities ol midwinter or our gay watering places 
of midsummer. 

In this convent foreign languages are taught 

practically by conversation during the recrea- 
tion hours, under the guidance of natives resid- 
ing in the academy. Especially are German 
and French made the medium of intercourse 
between pupils and their teachers. 

Some of the most noted women of the dav 
have been educated within those convent walls. 
Mrs. Henry E. Johnston, formerly Miss Lane, 
Mrs. Sherman, and Mrs. Dahlgien call it Alma 
Mater, and prove by their lives what high sen- 
timents of mind and soul are nourished in the 
young pupils. We cOuld name over a list of 
illustrious women since the date of the founda- 
tion, in 1799, that have carried off honors; but 
space nor time does not allow. Suffice to say 
that the highest in the land have patronized 
this institution of learning. 

Death of a Former Student. 

Lieut. John Anthony Rucker was drowned 
in White Canon, at Camp Supply, Arizona, July 
12th, in an unsuccessful attempt to rescue Lieut. 
Austin Henley from the water. Both officers 
were well known as among the best and bravest 
Indian fighters in the Sixth Cavalry. Lieut. 
Rucker was a son of Gen. Rucker, and a brother 
of the wife of Gen. Sheridan. A dispatch from 
San Francisco says they were drowned by a 
waterspout during a storm.— Wash. Pout. 

Young Rucker was a student here for two 
years in the Preparatory Division, leaving at 
the end ol 1865-6. He subsequently entered 
West Point. 

Acknowledgments. 

We have received from Messrs. Hickey & Co., 
11 Barclay street, New York, the following: 
“The Two Victories and other Tales,” making 
No. 4 ot ' Tie- Vatican Library of Amusing, 
Entertaining, and Instructive Catholic Litera- 
ture,” price 10 cents; No. 5, “ The Strawcutter’s 
Daughter,” price 5 cents : No. 6, “ The Portrait 
in my Uncle’s Dining-Room,” price 10 cents; 
No. 7, “ Tyburne, and who went- there in the 
days of Queen Elizabeth,” price 20 cents. We 
would have been willing enough, had not so 
much other matter been pressed upon us re- 
quiring immediate attention, to have joined in 
the recent demonstrations of the secular anil 
religious press against- the demoralizing litera- 
ture presented to the young. But it remained 
for Messrs. Hickey & Co. to furnish the antidote 
(so far as-Catholics are concerned) in the shape 
of the admirable and wonderfully cheap series 
of works published by them. No one can now 
plead as an excuse for reading the sensational 
novels of the day that they are cheaper than 
attractive literature of a better class. 

ADDENDA.—Those who have preserved the 
March number of the JOURNAL, with the ac- 
count in it of the M iddle Examination, will find, 
on comparing with it the results of the Final 
Examination, that those who were highly suc- 
cessful at- the former were equally so in the 
latter, with a very few exceptions, where the 
“ perfect ” of the Middle dill not gain the medal 
at the end,—which seems odd, but must have 
been the result of a sudden “ spurt,” as the 
racing men say, on the part of those who finally 
won the honors from the expectant ones. 


