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TO A GRECIAN STUDENT. 

{See figure on cover.) 

Wrapped in solemn meditation 
While thy brow the twigs of laurel twine, 

Grecian student, classic remnant, 
Pray thee, tell me what strange thoughts are thine. 

Hast thou heard the blind old Homer 
Chant his mighty matchless melody, 

Like the distant dying echo 
Of the ever loudly roaring sea? 

Or perchance, with ceaseless rapture, 
Underneath the clustering Lesbian vine, 

Thou hast listened to Alcseus, 
As he sang of war, of love and wine. 

Has the noble heart within tbee 
Beat, as if to burst its walls of clay ? 

Has thy cheek with ardor crimsoned 
At the sound of Pindar’s lyric lay ? 

How, alas! the land that bore thee 
Groans beneath a tyrant’s bondage strong; 

Dead is all her ancient spirit, 
Silenced is her once melodious song. 

But we treasure still the story 
Of the fame and power of sunny Greece; 

And as long as man loves beauty, 
His regard for her will not decrease. 

D. MCLAUGHLIN, JR. 

GEORGE ELIOT'S SAVANAROLA. 

In her one historical novel, Romola, George Eliot has pre- 
sented a very accurate and graphic picture of Florence in the 
fifteenth century. It is so accurate, indeed, that the novelist 
seems to have made a thorough study of the condition of those 
stirring times. But among the incidents in the history of that 
period which she has chosen to elaborate as essential features 
in her picture, she has bestowed most care on the career of 
the ill-fated Savanarola. 

The people of Florence have just lost their best ruler, best 
at least in one sense, for he has left Florence a noted city 
among her noted sister cities; and they are chafing under the 
clumsier hand of Piero de Medici. Their present ruler can 
not help letting them feel the bit with which the more skillful 
Lorenzo governed them without their least suspicion. The 
citizens are splitting into factions, and one, a powerful one, 
is forming under the preacher, Savanarola. To this man, and 
to him alone, does George Eliot accord any important place 
in her story. 

And she does this, only keeping within the province she has 
chosen for herself in all her works of depicting life among the 
humble, rather than life among the great. She prefers always 
that we should know what the lowly do; and hence, as she 
writes best the history of Florence in telling what its artists, 
its barbers, its contadinas, even its ragpickers did and said, so 
she finds delight in portraying the character of one who 
though great in his influence on the people, yet after all was 
but an humble monk, living like his brethren in the poverty of 
his cell. 

It has been the custom with many to decry Savanarola, but 
George Eliot seems actually to admire him. From Romola 
is received as elevated an opinion of the Dominican Frate as 
his most favorably disposed historian would wish to give. 
The writer recognizes in him a master of oratory, gifted with a 
vigorous, practical intellect, whose only purpose at first was 
to convert and reform by strictly honorable means, but who 
was gradually forced by opposition into the idea, that since 
to reform he must have power over the people, in obtaining 
and holding that power, much was to be condoned. 

She pictures strongly, almost too strongly, the opposition 
between him and the reigning pontiff. “ It was inevitably a 
life and death struggle,” she says “ between the Frate and the 
Pope,” a sentence, according to his latest historian, hardly 
justifiable by the actions of either. The acts of the preacher’s 
life on which she could base such an opinion, were his refusal to 
keep silence and refrain from preaching when so ordered by 
Pope Alexander, and principally the letters which she alleges 
were written to different kings urging the convocation of a 
council for the deposition of the Pope. 

In his first breach of discipline it is indeed hard to justify 
him. The refusal to obey the command of his superior cer- 
tainly gives ground for the novelist’s sentence, though not in 
its present form, for life and death struggles need better 
causes than the stubbornness of a well-intentioned monk. The 
most satisfactory plea yet made for Savanarola, and the most 
probable, is, that since he knew the sincerity of his own in- 
tentions and because he perceived the Pope to be acting under 
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false information, he saw no reason for yielding to the Holy 
Father’s command. It is a meagre justification at the most, 
but the novelist being no Catholic, and seeing no necessity for 
justifying what seemed to her as righteous opposition, speaks 
of the “life and death struggle,” and allows the blame to 
rest by implication on the Pope. 

On the other ground, that Savanarola had written for a 
general council to depose the Pope, she had no cause for 
assuming a struggle. For she probably knew, cr if she did not 
she might have found out, that the letters which Savanarola 
meditated for such a purpose, never left his desk. 

We must say for George Eliot, however, that though she 
makes the monk a rebellious Frate she never makes him an 
heretical one, as many Protestant writers gladly do. It 
needed narrower intellects than hers to discover in Savanarola, 
as did those who decorated with his portrait the monument to 
Luther, the precursor of that worthy reformer. Far from de- 
nying the Church and her doctrine, Savanarola died in her 
communion and with her absolution. 

Where the novelist finds her hero lacking is in his humili- 
ating concessions in order to keep at the head of his party 
when once he had obtained that place. In the refusal to the 
condemned Mediceans of that very right of appeal which he 
himself had fought to obtain, he seriously impaired his integ- 
rity. Even here the writer sees the strong tempting power 
that led Savanarola on, in one of his good qualities, his great 
energy, which, when he had once obtained power would not 
allow him to lose it at any cost. 

The medium through which most of the novelist’s impres- 
sions of the man are conveyed is Romola. First drawn within 
his influence at the bedside of the dying monk, her brother, 
she learns there to respect Savanarola; and, fascinated by the 
thunder of his eloquence in the Duomo, where he prophesies 
the regeneration of Italy and the Church, amazed at his strict 
self-discipline, she comes at last to trust him as one higher 
than herself. Even when she begs of him the life of her 

uncle and is refused because it would injure his party, hearing 
his justification of his act, “ the cause of my party is the cause 
of God’s kingdom,” she pities rather than condemns; she 
pities,, although she does not see the restless nights of remorse 
and self-accusation undergone while he tried to convince him- 
self that what he had done was good. 

.Romola serves well in another need also, that of giving an 
opinion of what Savanarola called his visions. Whether they 
were really God-sent, or the result of self-delusion, or whether 
he knowingly called his strong imagination into play thus to 
influence the people, or whether all three causes were com- 
bined, the novelist, like others, finds it hard to tell; and 
Romola expresses well her alternate belief and disbelief in 
his gift. 

In calling it self-delusion we may be wrong, for a prophet 
is often without honor both in his own country and in every 
other; but it is much easier to account for it on that ground 
than to refer it to inspiration. Before the prophetic spell 
came upon him, the Frate was accustomed to study and ex- 
pound the Apocalypse; and long perusal of such a book 
would lead even the most practical man to “ dream fearful 
dreams.” That prophecies so made proved true, is not ex- 
ceedingly wonderful, since if a city deserved scourging for its 
wickedness as did Florence, it needed no prophet to foretell 
that it would sooner or later receive it. 

The novelist would silently lead us, nevertheless, to believe 
in, rather than question his prophetic gift, as she leads us in 
every other doubtful point to give judgment in his favor. In 
fine, she gives us the impression, as we close the book, that 
Savanarola was more sinned against than sinning. The fact 
is that for allowing his ambition, that last infirmity of noble 
minds, to withdraw him a little from true uprightness, he was 
made to atone, and more than atone, by the cruelty and in- 
gratitude of Florence. 

J. M. PRENDERGAST, ’89. 

THE ROMANCE LANGUAGES. 

After a long and difficult struggle, in which they met with 
great losses, the Romans under Scipio Himilianus finally sub- 
dued Spain in the year 133 B.C. They had already under 
Caesar subdued Gaul about 50 B.C., and about the same time 
completed the work of subduing the Italian tribes, which 
they began shortly after the founding of their city. As the 
Romans gradually worked their way into these countries, the 
many dialects of the native tribes yielded successively to the 
dominance of the language of the conquerors. 

In many instances the languages or dialects of conquered 
natives have been obliterated entirely by the conquest, or have 
left only faint traces of their existence. Thus the Latin lan- 
guage, which was that of the conquering Romans, having the 
advantages arising from the influence of government, and be- 
ing a thoroughly organized language, seems like the Greek to 
have taken a firm hold in the countries of Western Europe as 
far as the Roman conquest extended. In Italy the Etruscan 
disappeared before it, and almost every trace of that lan- 

guage has become extinct; the Celtic was forgotten in Gaul 
and Spain, except by the inhabitants of Armorica ; the Iberian 
gave way in Spain, and lived only among the mountaineers 
of the Pyrenees; the Ligurian was forgotten on the shores of 
the Mediterranean. The Latin language, in fact, became 
universal over Western Europe, and at the beginning of the 
new era Italy, Spain and Gaul had adopted it as their lan- 
guage. 

But as the Latin language had been spread by conquest, so 
it was doomed to be destroyed by conquest. When the Teu- 
tonic tribes, the Visigoihs, the Franks and the Ostrogoths 
made their incursions into Spain, Gaul and Italy, respectively, 
and by the power of the sword established themselves as rulers, 
it was to be expected that the Latin language spoken by the 
inhabitants of those countries would change considerably. 

But there is an important fact to be noted in this later sub- 
jugation. For when the Romans took possession of the coun- 
tries they had invaded, they brought with them a language 
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which had already been highly developed ; whereas the dia- 
lects of the native tribes were crude and unformed, so that 
the replacing of the one by the other was a matter of com- 
paratively little difficulty. Another fact that assisted this 
change of language is that the number of conquerors, if not 
so great as, fell but little short of, that of the conquered. 
Now the Teutons, unlike the Romans, had no literature, nor 
even a language with anything more than an incipient devel- 
opment. Besides, in the case of the Teutons the relative 
numbers of the invaders and the native population were re- 
versed. If the Teutonic armies had formed a large majority 
instead of a small minority of the entire population, the 
Latin language, although the Teutons had no literature, would 
probably have become extinct. As it was, the number of the 
natives was too great to allow their language to become ex- 
tinct. . 

But then the invaders were naturally as little willing to yield 
the use of their native tongue as to surrender any other privi- 
lege of the conquest. It was necessary, however, that the 
two parties should communicate with each other. The diffi- 
culty was finally removed by the less numerous party agreeing 
to a compromise, the issue of which was that they set themselves 
the task of forming a third language by altering the Latin. 
Taking the Latin for a basis, therefore, they introduced the 

use of the articles and auxiliary verbs, destroyed the inflection 
of cases, which was too difficult to be learned, and infused a 
few Teutonic words from their own tongue! The language 
thus formed from the corruption of the Latin diffeied essen- 
tially from its parent, though it still retained a strong resem- 
blance to it. 

This new formation took place under different conditions 
in the three countries of Gaul, Spain and Italy, so that on 
account of the greater or less purity of the Latin spoken by 
the natives and the difference of dialects spoken by the 
Teutons, the result produced differed in the three countries. 
But all the speeches formed in this way went by the general 
name of Lingua Rornana, and were what are called the Ro- 
mance languages. 

The invaders kept their own language tor a short time only, 
while the Latin remained only in legal documents, in the Latin 
literature and in church services, but the masses spoke the 
Lingua Romana. 

Now the Romance language of Gaul was nothing less than 
modern French, while the Romance languages of Spain and 
Italy live to-day under the name of modern Spanish and 
Italian, 

E. MURPHY, ’90. 

THE HOUSE OF COTTA, THE SENATOR. 

It is peculiarly interesting now, when modern improvements 
have so alleviated the discomforts of life, to note what degree 
of comfort and luxury the old Romans enjoyed in the last days 
of the Republic. Though separated from us by nineteen cent- 
uries, they were intellectually as cultivated and refined aS 
ourselves; so that, possessing the same innate love of ease and 
enjoyment as ourselves, they must have, to no little extent, 
exercised their ingenuity to provide surroundings in their 
daily life that would satisfy this love. 

The Romans reached the height of their material and in- 
tellectual improvement in the last days of the Republic and 
the first of the Empire; these days, therefore, marked'the 
golden age of old Rome. 

We wish in this paper to recall that olden time, to look at 
one phase of the material part of that ancient greatness; and 
for this purpose we are going to pay a visit to an old Roman 
house. The particular house we select is that of Cotta, the 
Senator. 

Though the data we possess concerning the description of 
this house are very meagre—which will prevent us from tell- 
ing what it actually was—still from information about other 
like houses we can easily say what this must have been. 1 he 
house is situated on the Via Flaminia, just as it begins to as- 
cend the noble Collis Capitolinus, and it is one of the most 
prominent houses in Rome. 

From the outside it presents a cold and uninviting appear- 
ance. The marble walls are without ornament, not high and 
scarcely broken by windows. Entering the vestibule we read 
on the threshold, in mosaics, the greeting, “salve.” I he 
door posts are made of curiously carved wood, inlaid with 
tortoise shell; and the doors, which open inward, are richly 
ornamented with ivory and silver. 

We next find ourselves in a large court or “atrium,” sur- 
rounded by a colonnade. In the centre of the marble floor is 
a fountain of water, casting a gentle spray over the rare and 
beautiful flowers arranged around. On the ceiling and walls 
of the atrium is a variety of landscape paintings, pictures of 
gods, mythological scenes and battles, while on the walls are 
the busts of heroes and honored ancestors. The paintings, 
though evidently of a former period, still retain most of their 
original freshness. In the centre of the ceiling is a large 
square opening, over which is drawn a veil of dark canvas, 
keeping out the sun and rain ; an artificial twilight, there- 
fore, is all that enables us to see what we have described. 

Passing through an arch directly opposite to the one where- 
by we entered the atrium we find ourselves in another court 
larger than the former and still more richly ornamented with 
fountain and flowers. The veil over the centres above, which 
here is closed with thick translucent stone, has been removed, 
and the sun casts a bright light over the flowers and orna- 
mental shrubberies. 

We turn to the right and enter one of the sleeping apart- 
ments. Connected with this is a sitting-room, small but 
handsomely furnished, at the entrance of which is a large pan- 
ther skin. The frescoed walls are decorated here and there 
with waxen images, and several bronze and golden lamps hang 
from the ceiling. 

“ Dependent lychni laqueribus aureis 
Incensi et noctem flammis funalia vincunt.” 

Again, passing through the large court, we enter the peristi- 
lium, a large oblong room enclosed on every side by pillars. 
As in the atrium, there are here numerous statues and orna- 
ments, the pride of every Roman patrician. Here is a statue 
of Diana and her nymphs, next is Neptune with his trident 
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calming the waves, and further on are statues of Jupiter, Venus, 
and Apollo. Resting on the cornice above the Doric columns 
of brick are various ornaments, such as chaplets, lions’ heads, 
and wolves with Romulus and Remus. 

We now turn aside a deep crimson curtain on our left and 
enter the library, one of the most interesting rooms in the 
house. Glittering weapons, the spoils of many a Roman vic- 
tory, adorn the walls, and busts of Demosthenes, Pericles, 
Homer, and Cicero rest on the book-case and on the table. 
The book-case in the middle of the room is well stocked with 
the best works of poets, philosophers, and historians, for an 
extensive library is the property of every wealthy Roman, even 
though he never, perhaps, advances so far as to read over the 
titles on the rolls. 

“ Quarum dominus vix tota vita sua indices perlegit.” 

This is the usual study-room of the Senator’s son Marcus, 
and here we find him sitting at the table writing a letter. 

He is a type of the Roman schoolboy of this period; his 
complexion is of the purest olive, his eyes large and dark, and 
his wavy black hair hangs over his forehead. Around his 
neck is a gilded bulla, a round plate of metal, which he is to 
wear until he assumes the dress of manhood. He is clad in 
the “tunica,” a tight-fitting, sleeveless garment, over which 
the “praetexta” is thrown in careless folds; his shoes are of 
black leather, square at the toes and tied to the ankle with 
narrow thongs, and on his finger is a heavy plain gold ring. 
A few well-thumbed school books, made from the bark of the 
Egyptian papyrus, are lying upon the table; well thumbed, 
because the Roman schoolboy has to write all his text-books 
from the teacher’s dictation. The pen which he holds in his 
hand is a short narrow piece of steel, the stylus, finely ta- 

pered at the end; the ink is a pigment composed of lampblack 
and gum. 

It is interesting to note the manner in which the letter is 
closed and delivered. It is simply folded, tied with a fine 
linen thread, sealed with wax, and then handed over to a 
special deliverer, who brings it on horseback to the place of 
its destination. 

Leaving the library we return by the same way we entered 
and find ourselves on the street again. 

This description does not apply, of course, to all the dwell- 
ings of Rome when in the height of her glory, but it describes 
the residence of a wealthy and distinguished citizen. Not- 
withstanding the great care bestowed by the ancients on every- 
thing that could make life agreeable, they were still wanting 
in many of the ordinary conveniences. For instance, a clock, 
to us so indispensable, was for nearly five hundred years a 
thing wholly unknown in Rome. The usual manner of de- 
termining time was by means of a sun dial on the outside of 
the building. 

Little care was bestowed byThe Romans on the exterior of 
their dwellings. Owing to their lowness and almost utter 
absence of windows they presented from the street a rather 
gloomy and unsymmetrical appearance. But the interior was 
magnificent. The inmate did not see before him the busy 
throng on the street without; still the prospect of the inner 
courts with their groups of trees and flowers was very charm- 
ing. What a magic effect must have been produced when all 
the doors and curtains were thrown back and the eye could 
reach from the entrance through the three courts, adorned 
with their marble columns, splashing fountains, and bright 
walls ! 

E. D. O’BRIEN, ’90. 

DEW AND CLOUDS. 

I have no doubt that many readers of the JOURNAL have 
noticed, when taking a glass of ice water on a warm summer 
day, that the outside of the glass became quickly covered with 
a frost-like deposit of water. At first it would seem as if some 
of the water had passed through the pores of the glass, but on 
second thought the absurdity of this fact becomes manifest; 
for the pores of the glass are far too fine to permit the passage 
of water even under great pressure. Some other reason must, 
therefore, be attributed to this phenomenon, which scientists 
explain as follows: 

The atmosphere which surrounds us always contains more 
or less watery vapor, which, through the influence of the sun, 
it obtains by absorption from the earth. Now the warmer 
the air is, the more moisture it will contain, and it has been 
proven by experiment that it doubles its water-holding capa- 
city at every 270 increase of temperature. Accordingly if 
the air is thoroughly saturated with watery vapor and the tem- 
perature falls 2 70, it must get rid of half of the moisture it 
contains. This is exactly what takes place with the glass of 
ice-water. The warm air coming in contact with the chilled 
surface of the glass is rapidly cooled, and is forced to give up 
a part of its moisture which it deposits in minute particles on 
the outer surface of the glass. As the condensation continues 
these particles unite, and if left long enough will form large 

drops of water. This explains on a small scale the phenome- 
non of dew. 

After the air has evaporated a great deal of water from the 
earth’s surface and night comes on, the ground, which is an 
excellent radiator, immediately begins to cool. As this pro- 
cess continues it soon gels several degrees below the tempera- 
ture of the surrounding atmosphere, and as the air comes in 
contact with it, it is chilled and forced to give up some of its 
watery vapor, which it deposits on the grass or other vegeta- 
tion just as it did on the glass of ice-water. 

This has long been thought to be the only manner in which 
dew was formed, but within the past year or two a new dis- 
covery has been made. It now appears, and has been proven 
beyond a doubt, that dew is not only formed by condensation, 
but that it also exudes from the ground after nightfall. Among 
the many experiments made to establish this fact, I subjoin 
the following: 

Shallow pans were placed inverted on the grass and pressed 
down far enough to prevent the free passage of the air, and in 
the morning more dew was found on the inside of the pans 
and on the grass underneath, than on their upper surface, and 
on the rest of the lawn. Again, a small portion of soil was 
removed, fitted in one of these pans, and accurately weighed, 
after which it was put in the same place from which the soil 
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was removed. On weighing it in the morning, it was found 
to have lost considerable weight, thus proving that the soil 
had lost some of its moisture. 

The fall of dew is always more or less affected by the con- 
dition of the atmosphere. If the night is clear and there is a 
slight breeze blowing, it keeps the air constantly in contact 
with the cold ground, and a great deal of moisture is deposited. 
This in conjunction with the exudation of watery vapor from 
the ground causes a very heavy dew. If, on the contrary, a 
stiff breeze is blowing, it causes evaporation, and the dew 
formed is almost imperceptible. The clouds also have a great 
deal of influence on the formation of dew, for when they are 
thick they act as blankets and keep the warm currents of air 
from rising.' These, in turn, impart a certain degree of 
warmth to the ground and prevent its surface from being 
chilled below the dew point; that is, the temperature at which 
it will appear—and consequently there will be little or no 
fall of dew. 

A very ingenious contrivance has been invented by scient- 
ists for finding the dew point at any temperature. Two very 
accurate thermometers are placed in a frame about one foot 
apart. On the bulb of one of them is fastened a wick which 
dips into a small cup or cistern of water a few inches below, 
and keeps the bulb constantly wet. Now if the air is thor- 
oughly saturated with moisture, as is generally the case during 
rain, the two thermometers will read exactly alike; but when 
the air is dry the wet bulb will read from five to fifteen de- 
grees below the other. By comparing the readings of the two 
thermometers the exact amount of moisture in the air can 
readily be obtained. As the air doubles its capacity for hold- 
ing water at every 270 increase of temperature, the amount of 
watery vapor being known, it is very easy to calculate at what 
temperature dew will begin to form. 

Closely allied to the formation of dew is that of the clouds. 
When the sun begins to shed its rays upon the earth, the lat- 
ter, as it is an excellent radiator, becomes heated, and in turn 
imparts its heat to the surrounding air, and causes the minute 
particles of the gases which compose it to expand. On doing 
so they become lighter and rise, just as heated air does in the 
chimney of an ordinary fireplace ; and they give place to the 
cooler currents, which, in turn, become heated and rise just 
as in the former case. As the air is warmer at the earth’s 
surface than it is a mile or so above it, the heated air, which 
is constantly rising, meets the cooler currents of the higher 
atmosphere, and is chilled below its dew point, and forced to 
give up its moisture, which it does in minute drops, so small 
that singly it is next to impossible to discern them, even with 
the aid of a powerful microscope. These particles are kept in 

place by the upward tendency of the air, and when a sufficient 
number are produced they form clouds. The whitish appear- 
ance of the latter is due to the reflection of light. 

More clouds are formed in mountainous regions than in a 
flat country, and the reason is obvious, for the warm ground 
currents strike against the slope of a mountain and are de- 
flected upwards, where they meet the cold currents, and con- 
densation takes place. In very high mountains the conden- 
sation often takes place before the summit is reached, and for 
that reason they nearly always appear capped with clouds. 

Though clouds are of various shapes and sizes, they are all 
formed alike. Owing to their difference of appearance it was 
not till the year 1802 that they were first classified by Luke 
Howard, an English meteorologist. His division is as fol- 
lows : 

The first formation exists only in very high atmosphere, and 
are called Cirrus, from their resemblance to locks of hair. 
These clouds are often at such a great height that they are be- 
lieved to be frozen, and when coming between the earth and 
the sun form the beautiful phenomenon of solar halos. Cumu.i, 
or heap clouds, are the large billowy masses which are so often 
observed during the summer months. Strati, or larger clouds, 
generally form about sunrise or sunset in layer-like masses, 
and are usually near the ground. Nimbus, the rain cloud, is 
seen during the fall of rain. These are the four principal 
divisions of clouds, but meteorologists distinguish three sub- 
divisions or combinations of them. The, cirro-cumulus is a 
modification of the cirrus and cumulus. These are often 
called by sailors wool sacks, 0.1 account of their similarity to 
a number of white sacks, and form what is termed a mackerel - 
sky. The cirro-stratus is a fine hazy cloud which completely 
covers the heavens, and is usually observed a day or two be- 
fore a long rain sets in. The large black clouds which occur 
a few minutes before a thunder shower are cumulo-strati. 

Fogs are clouds that are formed at a very close proximity to 
the ground instead of a mile or two above it. They occur 
especially in marshy country when the temperature of the 
earth is below the dew point of the atmosphere directly above 
it. Fogs are often found in very high latitudes when the 
warm breezes from the equator come in contact with icebergs. 
The fogs that form off the banks of Newfoundland are caused 
by icebergs and very cold water from the northern regions 
coming in contact with the warm current of the Gulf stream. 
The fogs in this locality are often so dense that it is impossi- 
ble to see more than a few feet ahead, and for that reason quite 
a number of accidents in the shape of collisions occur there 
yearly. 

W. P. D. MOROSS, ’88. 

LITERAR Y NO TES. 

There was an article lately in one of the magazines that re- 
ferred to a few patent facts in connection with the general 
subject of the present purity of English. The title itself of 
the article was very suggestive, “ The English of Newspapers 
and Novels.” Newspapers and novels form the staple of 
reading matter for a great number of people. 

The consequence, and at the same time the cause, of this 

fact is that there is a persistent effort made by the mongers of 
this class of literature to satisfy the popular craving. The 
people are incapable, from several causes, of appreciating the 
works of genuine literature; so that they demand a kind of 
books that will first of all please their imaginations. Hence 
sensationalism and novelty must form the standard of the books 
they read ; and hence the writers and publishers, to reach 
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their ear and thus their penny, pander to their weakness and 
produce such writing as is found in the average newspaper and 
novel of the day. 

But, thanks to many, there is an abundance of noble writ- 
ing also to be found at the present day. Contemp irary liter- 
ature, or what alone deserves the name, is both vast in amount 
and varied in quality; so that the literary student can find much 
wherewith to feast and educate his mind. It is in view 
of these facts, that the JOURNAL editors have purposed to 
present in each issue under the heading of “Literary Notes,” 
some random notes about new books, magazines, reviews and 
the like, which, or news of which, reach the Sanctum during 
the month. The “Notes” will be under the direction of one 
of the editors, but the full staff will contribute items. The 
first “notes” are given in the present issue. 

The Athenaeum of September 10th, reviews Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s new volume of poems, “Underwoods.” Thearticle 
runs from praise to blame and then, as though ashamed of its 
own fault finding, rushes back to encomium. The critic finds 
fitting opportunity for approval in the lines written during 
illness, which are so singularly, almost pathetically, free from 
a sick man’s peevishness: 

“ I sit and wait a pair of oars 
On cis-EIysian river-shores. 
Where the immortal dead have sate, 
’Tis mine to sit and meditate ; 
To re-ascend life’s rivulet, 
Without remorse, without regret; 
And sing my alma genetrix 
Among the willows of the Styx.” 

The critic sums up his remarks about Mr. Stephenson’s 
volume by “ finding ” his blossoms at least fair and full of per- 
fume and promises.” And indeed that same man as pcet and 
novelist is in favor with the magazines, for Mr George Saints- 
bury, in the Fortnightly Review, while giving his opinion of 
the present state of the novel, distributes his praise impartially 
between Stevenson and Haggard. To show his admiration 
of Haggard, he only wishes he “had written the fight between 
Twalaand Sir Henry” in “King Solomon’s Mines.” In the 
same article, while characterizing the American novelists, he 
compares them to young beginners in society. They follow 
with unvarying strictness each rule laid down in literary etiquette 
and are horrified at the unscrupulous English brothers who 
violate the same. 

Engl'sh reviewers are too hard on Howells’ “comic little 
critical excursions ” he thinks, adopting a patronizing, come- 
under-my-wing way of speaking, which even from a recognized 
critic is a little comical in itself. The drift is slowly setting 
in toward the romance, he says, and the novel of the analysis 
of character is and should be proportionately 'disappearing. 
We need in his opinion a good strong dose of romance writ- 
ing. Then we may return to the character novel with some 
profit. As it is, the present form of the novel has been car- 
ried on past its turning point. The sooner it is dropped the 
better. The writer should certainly be a friend of Haggard’s, 
if he is not, for he has ranked him far above Hugh Conway, and 
thinks “ King Solomon’s Mines” miles above “ Called Back.” 
He is welcome to his choice. 

A journey from the realm of fiction to decided fact brings 
us to the Tablet's review of a review. We mean its brief 
notice of Wilfrid Ward’s criticism of Cotter Morrison’s 
latest work, the “Service of Man.” Morrison openly and 
bitterly attacks Christianity and in his loss for argument to 
show the favor with which agnosticism is received delares that 

“The place of honor is givtn to their articles in the most 
nopular monthly reviews.” Mr. Ward’s article, said the critic 
is exhaustive. In Cotter Morrison’s work, as in every other, 
there is much truth. This Mr. Ward has searched for, “with a 
view,” as he himself says, “ to showing that the really power- 
ful part of the book does not tell, as the writer supposes, 
against Christian ethics, but on the contrary is an exposition 
of principles implicitly contained already in Catholic books 
on moral and ascetical theology.” Having fulfilled this 
part of his work, he goes on to strip off the guise of truth 
which conceals the falsehood of the remainder, and thus is 
the book thoroughly analyzed and its contents shown in their 
true light. Mr. Ward’s summary of the book in question is 

“ what is true in it, is not new, and what is new in it is not 
true,” which opinion the writer in the Tablet heartily en- 
dorses. 

There is an essay in the Charles-Lamb style by Andrew 
Lang, which the Critic of August 6th copies from the “Book 
of the Fair.” The style and matter are laughable in the 
extreme. One might credit Andrew Lang with a perfect 
ability to make them so, did he attempt anything in that 
direction. The essay has a trite enough subject, “dogs.” 
He confesses to an unconcealed aversion for the “ odora canum 
vis, resolutely downed at first but aggravated to an incurable 
degree by their neglectful treatment. “They don’t wag 
their tails at me when I say ‘poor old feltow, then,’” 
he complains. “They force me into a cringing, conciliatory 
attitude, make me wag my tail as it were, to gain their good 
will, and then they don’t give it to me.” The writer con- 
tinues in this joking humor throughout, giving none of the 
much-called-for “food for thought,” but plenty of food for 
smiles. 

To any one who wishes this food for thought, the Fortnightly 
furnishes it in abundance by its second instalment of the pre- 
ferred passages of living men of letters. 

One needs but to try to reconcile the old saying of great 
minds and the same channel, with the variety of passages 
selected. If any one mind could group them under the beau- 
tiful it would be an Aristotelian mind indeed. Certainly if 
it be success to have inspired one mind only,'many an humble 
writer need worry no more as to his success. The selections 
from out-of-the-way nooks and corners in literature are as 
numerous perhaps as those from the king’s highway. 

Mr. Augustine Birrell, the author of “Obiter Dicta,” 
“prefers as a list of a poetical prose the last passage of Sir 
Thomas Brown’s ‘ Fragment on Mummeries ’ beginning, 
‘ Egypt itself is now become the land of obliviousness and 
doteth.’ In poetry,” hesays, “ it is Shakespeare first and the 
rest any where ! Were selection other than an outrage I would 
give from Macbeth the passage beginning ‘ I have done the 
deed,’ and from Lear the scene with Cordelia, Act IV, Scene 
7, beginning ‘ O, my father,’ to ‘I am old and foolish.’ ” 

Lord Derby writes : “In Greek prose, I should select the 
‘ Phaedo ’ of Plato; in Greek poetry, the great chorus in 
the ‘ Agamemnon ’ of Aeschylus; in Latin prose, the con- 
cluding page or pages in the ‘Agricola’ of Tacitus; in Latin 
poetry, the last twenty-four or twenty-five lines of the tenth 
‘Satire’ of Juvenal.” Professor Dowden writes: “Keats 
has written nothing greater than the last stanza of his ‘ Ode 
on Melancholy,’ 1 She dwells with Beauty, Beauty that must 
die.’ Tennyson is seen at his best in ‘ Ulysses ’ from ‘ Come, 
my friends,’ to the end of the poem. Newman’s parochial 
sermons, Vol. IV, Sermon XIII, ‘ Such is the hidden kingdom 
of God.’ ” Vernon Lee sends “ R. Browning ‘ The ring and 
the book; ’ second speech of Guido; Walter Pater 
‘ Marius, the Epicurean.’ ” . 
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THE FACULTY. 

There was a number of ch mges made in the Faculty during 
vacation, in consequence of which many old familiar faces are 
missed this year at Georgetown. Father Cowardi.i, who has 
been connected with the college for so many years, is at pres- 
ent vice-president at Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass. 
The kind, genial manner of Father Cowardin is too well 
known to make it necessary for the JOURNAL to say how much 
his absence is felt, and while he leaves Georgetown with the 
regrets of his host of friends here, he is followed to his new 
field of labor by their hearty wellwishes. 

And what the JOURNAL says of Father Cowardin, it must 
say of Father Mullaly, who has also taken his departure from 
the college. Father Mullaly has been named superior of the 
Missions at Conewago, Pa. The infirmary garden has lost its 
best friend in Father Massi, who has been called to take charge 
of the Spanish Congregation in New York. Father Fox and 
Father Dooley will spend this year at Frederick. Mr. Clark 
and Mr. Murphy, who have been at Georgetown for the last 
five years, and who by their constant, kindly interest have 
won the good will of all, have gone to Woodstock to begin 
the study of theology. Mr. Pittar is also at Woodstock. 

Of the new members of the Faculty, the JOURNAL notes the 
coming of Father Collins, as successor to Father Cowardin. 
Father Collins is a native of Washington and an old student 
of Georgetown, so that he is no stranger. Father Gillespie, 

who was for five years professor at Gonzaga College, Wash- 
ington, succeeds Father Mullaly as minister. A number of 
happy changes made since the opening of schools, bespeak 
the earnestness of our new Father Minister. Father Quigley 
and Father Morrison will also be at the college this year, 
the former to carry on Father Fox’s apostolic work at the 
Tenallytown Mission. These four fathers were raised to the 
holy dignity of priesthood at the late Woodstock ordinations. 

Mr. C. J. Clifford, for the last two years professor at the 
Novitiate, Frederick, joins the Faculty as professor of rhetoric. 

Mr.W. G. R. Mullan,who was for the last four years at St. John’s 
College, Fordham, takes charge of poetry. Mr. J. J. Deck, 
from Woodstock, will be the professor of chemistry, and Mr. 
D. Hearn, also from Woodstock, will be professor of mathe- 
matics. 

The other members of the faculty who were at the college 
last year will teach the following classes : Father Welch, phi- 
losophy; Father Frisbee, physics and mechanics; Mr. Ennis, 
Mr. Casey and Mr. Roche, the grammar classes, respectively; 
Mr. Greene and Mr. Gray, the classes of rudiments, respec- 
tively; Mr. Gorman, the special class, and Mr. McDonough, 
the class of higher mathematics. Father Tarrwill remain as- 
sistant prefect of schools, and Mr. Brown keeps his position 
as first prefect of the junior division. 

PERSONALS. 

REV. THOS. J. CAMPBELL, S. J., Rector of St. John’s Col- 
lege, Fordham, N. Y., lately spent some days at Georgetown. 

REV. JAMES PERRON, S. J., formerly Rector of Woodstock 
College, is at present residing at Georgetown. 

OUR dear Father Curley celebrated, on September 29th, his 
sixtieth jear of residence in the college. The JOURNAL offers 
him its heartiest felicitations. 

THE JOURNAL has with much pleasure learned of the pro- 
motion of several former members of the Georgetown Faculty. 
Father O’Kane, who was but lately at the college, and of 
whom so many Georgetonians retain the pleasantest recollec- 
tions, has been appointed to the responsible position of Rector 
and Master of Novices at the Novitiate, Frederick City, Md. 
Father Cahill, a former professor and prefect, has become 
Rector of Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass. Father 
O’Conor, whom the poets of ’83 remember, is Vice-President 
at St. Francis Xavier’s, New York City; and Father Cassidy, 
instructor in elocution last year, is Vice-President at St. John’s, 
Fordham. Father Brosnahan, professor of poetry in ’84, and 
Father Frank Barnum, a student at the college some years 
ago, were ordained priests at Woodstock last August. Father 
Brosnahan is continuing his studies at Woodstock. Father 
Barnum is engaged in the work of the ministry at Troy, N. Y. 
The JOURNAL sends kindly greetings to these old friends of 
Georgetown. 

WE take the following from a New York paper. Mr. Cas- 
serly was a graduate from Georgetown in ’62 : 

“ Daniel A. Casserly, lawyer and journalist, died at St. 
Mary’s Hospital, of consumption, after a brief illness, on July 
4, aged forty years. Mr. Casserly was a brother of the late 
ex-United States Senator Casserly, of California. He was a 
member of the law firm of Rudd & Casserly, of this city. Ten 
years ago -Mr. Casserly became a journalist, and he had been 
on the editorial staff of the Tribune and the Times. 

Among the visitors to the College last Sunday was Samuel 
B. Wallis, ’84, who is now connected with the P. R. R., with 
headquarters at Altoona. 

John B. McFaul, Valedictorian of the class of ’87, has en- 
tered the seminary of St. Charles, Baltimore. 

Prof. Loisette’s new system of memory training, taught by 
correspondence at 237 Fifth Avenue, New York, seems to 
supply a general want. He has had two classes at Yale of 200 
each, 250 at Meriden, 300 at Norwich, 100 at Columbia Law 
Students, 400 at Wellesley College, and 400 at University of 
Pennsylvania, &c. Such patronage and the indorsement of 
such men as Mark Twain, Dr. Buckley, Prof. Wm. R. Har- 
per, of Yale, &c., place the claim of Prof. Loisette upon the 
highest ground. 
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FROM THE SANCTUM. 

With the present number, the COLLEGE JOURNAL begins 
its sixteenth volume. Of its past fifteen years of existence 
and noble record we justly feel proud; we do not think it 
boasting when we say the average merit of papers appearing 
in the JOURNAL has been high. In making our new start we 
extend a hearty welcome to our old friends, and hope before 
the year is over to gain many new ones. 

In this our first issue, our many readers will notice we have 
made a long-needed improvement byaddinga newcover. That 
all will like the change, we sincerely hope. We have done 
our best to improve the appearance of our paper, and of the 
success which has rewarded our efforts we leave our friends 
to judge. Nor is this change the result of sudden caprice, 
but it has long been the subject of thought. We hope that all 
the students will unite with the members of the staff, not only 
in making the JOURNAL better than it ever was, but in mak- 
ing it rank as the first college paper in the country. 

The design on the outside cover is classical in its handling, 

ATHLETIC 

FIELD DAY. 

The committee in whose hands has been placed the care 
of the fall sports have been actively engaged in perfecting all 
arrangements for the occasion. These gentlemen intend do- 
ing all within their power to make the Field Day of’8y-’88 
the most successful which has yet been held ; and if the 
earnestness with which they are going about their duties is a 
forerunner of success, they need have no doubt for an instant 
but that success awaits them. 

both comparatively and historically. The artist in forming 
the details has followed the best authorities on the subject. 
The main design, occupying the right of the page, represents 
a Greek scholar seated in an ancient chair, on the back of 
which rests his left hand, while in his right he holds a manu- 
script roll. 

Around the figure are grouped the different objects that 
characterize the surroundings of an ancient scholar. There 
are the writing tablet, the parchment roll, roll box, ink well, 
reed pen, stylus, medallions, a reed musical instrument, lamps, 
and an altar. The top of the design is a scroll with the words- 
“ COLLEGE JOURNAL.” On the left is Wisdom represented by 
the owl, which clutches a court jester’s wand. From the wand 
hangs a tapestry, on which are the portraits of Demosthenes, 
Cicero, Dante, and Shakespeare. The design is the work of 
Mr. Carl Krauskopf, and the plate was electrotyped by Mr. 
Maurice Joyce, both of Washington. 

Or THE many features in the late celebration in Philadelphia 
none were more pleasing to Catholics than the invitation ex- 
tended to our Cardinal to offer the closing prayer. In it they 
saw a fitting recognition of the Catholics’ services in the 
troubled days of the Revolution. Many of our countrymen, in 
fact, need to be reminded that the part Catholics played in that 
mighty struggle was a most important one, and that to forget 
their work in that cause is to forget a good part of the efforts 
that made the Revolution successful and the Constitution 
possible. 

The celebration commemorated a great event, the framing 
of a constitution which the foremost statesman of the day has 
said to be the greatest work of its kind. So broad is it in 
spirit that it secures true liberty to all, and is eminently cal- 
culated to advance the temporal happiness of the people. This 
is seen in the fact that under its guidance from impoverished 
colonies we have risen in one century to be one of the grand- 
est nations on the globe. All honor to those grand minds 
and noble hearts that framed our Constitution ! 

The late celebration also urges upon us, as citizens of this 
great land, a sense of our duty to respect and guard that Con- 
stitution which our forefathers labored so arduously to frame. 
May we not also utter the same prayer which our Cardinal so 
eloquently made, “Grant, O Lord, that our Republic, unex- 
ampled in the history of the world in material prosperity and 
growth of population, may be also, under Thy overruling Prov- 
idence, a model to all nations in upholding liberty without 
license, and in wielding authority without despotism.” 

NOTES. 

However, in order to carry out their good intentions, that 
most essential of all things, money, is necessary. As was 
announced by a notice placed upon the bulletin board, an 
entrance fee of one dollar gives admittance to all the contests 
of the day. There is no valid reason why at least ninety- 
five per cent, of the students at present in the house should 
not willingly purchase a general admittance ticket. 

The contest will consist of a hundred-yards dash; one mile 
run ; half hour go-as-you-please ; long throw; hop, skip, and 



GEORGETOWN COLLEGE JOURNAL. 9 

jump; standing long jump ; running long jump ; high jump; 
vaulting; running bases; throwing hammer; barrel race; 
three-legged race; string race; and class tug of war. Should 
the committee find themselves able, they will adopt the 
method of awarding prizes used some two years ago, namely, 
of giving the three first in each contest a certain number of 
points, and of bestowing a gold and silver medal as first and 
second prize upon the two obtaining the most points. 

The day set apart for the sports is Tuesday, October 18. 
Those wishing to enter the contests can do so by giving their 
names to any of the following committee : Jas. A. Gray, ’88, 
chairman; Thomas V. Bolan, ’88; Thomas B. Lantry, 89; 
William J. Treacy, ’90; William Donnelly, 91; Edward 
Sheehan, ’92; Jas.Jienchey, ’93, or W. T. Biser. 

BASE BALL. 

We are pleased bo learn from the treasurer of the base ball 
association, that the willingness with which the students have 
responded to the call made upon them for the usual assess- 
ment, has placed the association in a flourishing condition. 

Quite a number of the new students who have joined us 
this year have shown themselves to be ball players; and this, 
as is always the case, affords the lovers of base ball about the 
house great satisfaction. If those of the old students who 
could be ball players if they chose, would only practise a little 
more, we might be able to present a much better team as our 
representative in base ball circles. Owing to the vacancies 
caused by the failure of many of last year’s players to return, 
some few changes have been made in the first nine. Taylor 
and McCarthy, and C. O’Day and Bolan will this year, as 
last, do the battery work. On first, a position which was so 
creditably covered by E. J. Shanahan for the last two seasons, 
will be seen a new-comer, F. Develin; and although Ed. 
did his duty in an admirable manner both in the field and 
at the bat, yet we predict that our new first baseman will be 
a success. Donlon, who played at short so successfully last 
year, will for the future guard second. Brooks, who in former 
years has touched many a man at third, both for the second 
nine and for the class team of ’89, will this year do the same 
on our representative team. In the short stop we behold the 

features of our old friend I. Hartman, whom it will be remem- 
bered occupied the same position for the nine of the Junior 
Division some three'or four years ago. The only change which 
has been made in the outfield is that in centre, where W. 
Biser will fill the place made vacant by Eccleston’s absence. 

On Tuesday, September, 29th was played with the Le 
Droits, of Le Droit Park, the first game since the opening of 
school. Everybody had anticipated a closely-contested game, 
as it had been rumored that Bob. Barr, the ex-professional, was 
to occupy the box. Unfortunately everybody was disappointed, 
for not only was Barr conspicuous for his absence, but also 
the game was uninteresting from beginning to end. C. O’ Day 
and Bolan were in “the points” for the home team, and 
their work was up to its usual excellent standard. Homiller 
and Birney, the “crack” battery of the District League, 
occupied the same positions for the visitors in the beginning of 
the game, but so warm was the reception given them by their 
opponents that in the fifth inning they gave way to French 
and Adams. There was nothing in the game which deserves 
special mention. 

The score by innings: 
1 2 3 4 5 

Georgetown j    ...2 5 7 3 1—18 
Le Droits 1 1 2 1 2— 7 
Earned runs—Georgetown, 3. Two-base hits—Prendergast, Brooks, 

Biser, Adams and Biser. Three base hits—Bolan. First base on balls 
—Off Homiller, 7 ; off O’Day, 1. Struck out—by Homiller, 6; by 
O’Day, 4. Base hits—Georgetown, 22; Le Droit, 9. Errors—George- 
town, 7; Le Droits, 4. Umpire—D. J. McLaughlin. 

JUNIOR DIVISION BASE BALL ASSOCIATION. 
FIRST NINE. SECOND NINE. 

John Waggaman, 1st b. William Gray, c. 
Richard Marsh, c. f. Charles Mitchel, p. 
Robert Driscoll, 3d b., Captain and William Torrens, 1st b. 

Manager. Vaughn Grant, 2d b., Captain and 
Joseph McCarrick, p. Manager. 
John Geary, r. f. John Clarke, 3d b. 
William Bowlin, c. Harry Davis, s. s. 
Raleigh Green, 2d b., Field Capt. John Ryan, 1. f. 
George Ramsey, s. s. William Cruzan. c. f., Treasurer and 
William Earle", 1. f. Field Captain. 
Substitutes: Wm. Gray, Jno. Ryan. Benjamin Dabbs, r. f. 

Substitutes : William Seger, Joseph 
Blanchard, William McCarthy, 
William Fitch, Matthew Tunis. 

REV. THOMAS H. STACK, S. J. 

Died at Boston, Mass., August 30th, Rev. Thomas H. 
Stack, S. J., president of Boston College, in the forty-third 
year of his age, the nineteenth ot his religious life, and the 
seventh of his priesthood. R. I. P. 

The war-drum had scarcely ceased its echoing beat among 
the hills of the valley region of Virginia, the last soldier of 
the old Stonewall Brigade, heart-sick and foot- sore, had hardly 
found his way back to his wrecked home on the Shenandoah, 
when that large-hearted, devoted priest, who more than once 
presided over the destinies of Georgetown College, Rev. 
Bernard A. Maguire, S. J., began in the country laid waste 
by the ruthless visitations of war earnest missionary labors in 

behalf of souls. In the Valley of Virginia, where his impressive, 
soul-stirring voice then for the first time was making itself 
heard, the zealous priest found no more attentive, docile 
listener than a young Confederate soldier, who had borne a 
brave part in an unsuccessful contest, and had cast down from 
his weary shoulders the trusty musket to handle thenceforth 
the implements of peace. Failure of a cause, written as 
“lost ” on history’s page, did not blunt his appreciation of 
the truth, that there is another cause that can never be lost, 
and a contest in which surrender can never be enforced; 
and when, under the influence of the lessons eloquently set 
him to learn by the devoted Jesuit missionary, the soldier of 
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Lee felt that a place might be found for him under the leader- 
ship of Loyola, he was not slow to accept the service, and on 
November 2d, 1866, Thomas H. Stack entered Georgetown 
College to begin his preparatory studies. 

It was then the writer first met him and recognized those 
singularly winning elements of character which throughout 
life commended him readily and irresistibly to all who came 
within the circle of his acquaintance. Modest and diffident 
he showed himself to be, while attractive and gifted, genial 
and generous, warm-hearted and of lofty principle, the matur- 
ity of manhood just attained resting like a becoming crown 
on the simple guilelessness of youth. 

A leader in college and of college boys, young Stack was 
in universal demand, and with all he made his influence felt 
fox good, less perhaps by the judicious words which his lips 
spoke, than by the peerless example he gave of all Christian 
virtues allied to the manly qualities that had stamped him the 
brave soldier. 

In 1868 Thomas Stack entered the Novitiate of the Society 
of Jesus, Frederick, Md., and we can sum up his career as a 
Jesuit, running as it did through nineteen years, by pronounc- 
ing it to have been worthy of the great cause which he then 
espoused, and consonant with the purposes which then filled 
his heroic soul. 

His success in the studies of the Order was marked, especi- 
ally in the line of natural sciences, and consequently and com- 
mensurately successful was his work as professor in the several 
colleges which at different times claimed his service. Gifted 
with a pleasant voice, possessing an engaging delivery, of a 
poetic temperament and humorous fancy, he displayed all the 
qualities necessary in a successful, popular lecturer, while as a 
practical manipulator in the cabinet and laboratory he ranked 
among the best. 

Not less marked was his success in the study of theology, 
the years devoted to which finally led him to the crowning 
glory and privilege of the priesthood. Few priests enter bet- 
ter equipped than Father Stack upon the great and holy work 
allotted to the minister of God. Of a deeply sympathetic nature, 
in character meek and humble, like unto the great sacerdotal 
Prototype, with a heart quick to respond to the call of suffer- 
ing whether of soul or body, of a tolerant spirit by reason of 
his early assumption of manhood’s duties and his close 
acquaintance with men of all kinds, impelled by untiring zeal 
for the conversion of the wandering and the enlightenment of 
the ignorant, it was to be expected that Father Stack would 
show forth in his ministerial career the genuine traits of God’s 
holy priest, and this expectation was not unfounded. In the 
confessional, in the sick-room, at the death bed, in his per- 
sonal pleadings with the wayward and sinful, the spirit of 
Christ found expression and efficacy in the words and exhor- 
tations of His priest ; and conquests of souls were the frequent 
reward of Father Stack’s devotedness. 

In the pulpit his talents and his zeal combined to render 
him an effective, at times an eloquent, always an instructive, 
interesting preacher; and though none would seek to claim 
for him the qualities of a great orator, all who heard him will 
be prompt to acknowledge that he accomplished by his ser- 

mons what simple natural oratory, though of perfect type, 
often fails to obtain : change of heart, as well as conviction 
of the intellect. Father Stack’s work as a member of Mis- 
sionary bands proves how well he was fitted for the career 
which so many menfbers of his Order, from the great Xavier 
in the East to Smarius and Maguire in our own land have 
illustrated. 

In August of the present year his superiors called him to laboxs 
of a new character, and as president of Boston College he 
was summoned to exercise those administrative qualities which 
the observant recognized him to possess. This honor weighed 
heavily upon the heart of the humble priest, and when first it 
was imposed all but crushed him. Higher motives and loftier 
principles of conduct speedily asserted their mastery over 
what was purely natural, and Father Stack addressed himself 
to the task set him with an intelligence and an energy that 
proved the best results. But his work was accomplished and 
the end was at hand, though unseen of mortal eye, and its 
presence wholly unexpected. 

Not more than two weeks after his appointment to the pres- 
idency of Boston College, an appointment on every side 
hailed as most auspicious for the welfare of that institution, 
Father Stack was attacked during the night by cholera morbus, 
supposed at the time to be of no serious character. It did 
not, however, yield to ordinary remedies, and was speedily 
followed by diarrhoea and strong fever. In two days the sick 
man’s strength was well-nigh exhausted, and it was judged 
prudent to administer to the sufferer the last rites of Holy 
Church. These he received most piously and reverently, not 
abandoning the while hope of recovery. That the one chance 
of life left him might be the better guarded, Father Stack was 
removed, on August 29th, to Carney Hospital, South Boston, 
where absence of disturbing noises and the constant assistance 
of skilled nurses met the patient’s need. 

God had decreed that the holy priest was not to take up 
again the burden of life, and in most pious sentiments of res- 
ignation, divine love and gratitude for the privilege of death 
in the Society of Jesus, Father Stack peacefully gave back his 
soul to his Creator, at 2.30 p. m., August 30, 1887. 

It is not the time, nor is this the place to give a compre- 
hensive sketch of the work accomplished by Father Stack in 
the years of a life that was swiftly cut short when just touch- 
ing its prime. But if the general sorrow evoked by his death, 
among the city and the clergy be any indication of the affec- 
tion and the esteem that centered upon him, Father Stack’s 
life had not been, lived in vain. What it has approved itself 
to be in the judgment of the Master whom he earnestly strove 
to serve, we may leave to the infinite mercy of God. Mean- 
while for the eternal rest of his immortal soul, many fervent 
prayers daily seek the throne of God, sent thither from hearts 
that he had bound to himself in enduring bonds of friendship. 

His body rests in the college graveyard on the hillside at 
Worcester, Mass. His soul, we trust, is with God. 

R. I. P. 
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