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01.00.28 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.02.23 CHARLES COOK:   I just got back from Alabama. 

 

 JW:   Why were you there? 

 

01.02.28 CHARLES COOK:   I went, I was in a house to die for.  (LAUGHS) I went, first I went to 

Kansas City, I went by train, I took an Amtrak out to, transferred in Chicago and (?) then I 

went to KC. And to a place called Sly-ville, so whatever it’s called, some, some funny name. 

My cousin who’s a Supreme Court judge here, her husband had, adopted a girl, and the deal 

was, she was supposed to take, they bought her a $750,000 home.   

 

01.03.08 So I went there to see if I, you know, to check out what was going on. She’s, hasn’t paid the 

taxes, hadn’t done anything since the house (?) house (?) lost because of non-tax. Somebody 

start paying the taxes, they could steal the house. (~JW~)  So I went and packed up all her 

clothes, stuff and everything, and moved her and the house (?)  

 

01.03.30 I went in this house. This house is really nice.  But when I went down and seen my cousin’s 

house (LAUGHS).  That was a mansion.  

 

 JW:   The judge? 
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01.03.46 CHARLES COOK:   For state, for New York state.  That was a mansion. And so I put her 

down there just now, so I just came back up. She’s (?) that’s (?) in she has like it’s five, four, 

five bedrooms upstairs.  

 

01.04.05 Every bathroom, every bedroom has a bathroom. On her level, she just has her room, a huge. 

If I, her. The bathroom’s big as this (~JW~) almost. It’s, it’s just huge. Then downstairs, it’s 

another four bedrooms downstairs, kitchen’s laid out. It’s just (?)  

 

01.04.28 I mean, and she lives, it’s on top of a lake. It’s. I just didn't (?) want to come back to New 

York (LAUGHS). So I told her, I think it’s time for her to adopt me (LAUGHS).   

  

 JW:   Why did you go? 

 

01.04.44 CHARLES COOK:   I went there to move this girl (~JW~)  down to the other house 'cos (?) 

she can’t afford where she’s out. Obviously she’s not gonna do the right thing. She was 

having problems. (~JW~)    

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.04.58 CHARLES COOK:   I’m just being a good guy. Just being a good guy.  So, that’s. But I’m 

going back in a couple of weeks. I’m driving this time, because I’m not, I’m gonna stay at 

least two months down there. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   How was your year? 

 

01.07.50 CHARLES COOK:   This has been a good year in a sense that my tinnitus is not bothering 

me.   

 

 JW:   What is that again? 
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01.08.01 CHARLES COOK:   It’s my ear, yeah (~JW~) the ringing. Like I’m hearing that noise like 

that?  I normally hear it, I normally don’t like to hear that because it puts me on back, back 

on my ear (bothering me?) but this year? God’s been good to me.  I’ve been doing a lot of 

reading, a lot of playing chess. I’m getting real good, I’m better. I’m spanking people. I’m 

spanking people I’ve never spanked. (LAUGHS)  

 

01.08.31 Couldn’t even come close to. So I’m getting good. 

 

 JW:   Is chess a game you can improve on? 

 

01.08.39 CHARLES COOK:   Yeah, if you (~JW~) I still don't read. I still haven’t read a book, and I 

have books. But if you play enough and you play the caliber of people I’m playing, I’m 

playing people that are masters and grand masters. Stuck in there, you got to get better. You 

got to pick up and see what your mistakes are, if you start really playing. I played going out 

on the train, I, the, I played. 

 

01.09.03 I didn't lose a game and then they, they said well, we got a guy. He’s rated, he’s won a 

couple of tournaments, so they trot him out and I beat him like he was silly. So I’m getting 

better. And a kid I gave a book to. He’s 14, he just came back from Denmark, and he, he 

ranked 3 in the international.  

 

01.09.30 I got to get him teaching me (LAUGHS).  Number 3 in the world, you know? That’s good. 

 

 JW:   How old is he? 

 

 CHARLES COOK:   Fourteen.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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01.09.50 CHARLES COOK:   Number three in the world in his age group. They have age rankings 

(~JW~). That, that’s good. But so.  So how was it downtown?  I didn't even turn the TV on to 

watch it.  I didn't want to watch it. And the reason I didn't want to watch it, I was, I think I 

was, I had just passed through Memphis. And I had a sports station on, of all things. And the 

sports station said (?) we got something we want to play because of the anniversary coming 

up, that was in the 8th.  And it was the firemen’s calling, (?) and what the response was.  

 

01.10.29 The world trade is on fire. They didn't say plane hit. The world trade is on fire. Send 

everything, send everything. You know? Ambulance, everything. And you can. After that I, I 

got in a different mood. I said I don't even want to be around it 'cos it bothered me, and it just 

brought me back to it. It’s like it was reliving it all over again.   

 

 JW:   They played it all? 

 

01.10.51 CHARLES COOK:   Oh, everything. (~JW~)   I never heard it. I never heard that. It was the 

actual firemen responding. And one guy, I’m under the ladder, I’m under a truck. They had 

all of it. And, and I know (?) when they’re talking about that ladder because that’s where 

they found that father, the priest. And they, they list him as the number one, you know, he’s 

right there, so. It sort of got to me. It started raining in the car again. (LAUGHS) That doesn’t 

mean I was crying from it. So it all got to me. So (?) Maney went, went to put it on today and 

I, I (?) I said, she said I just want to see (?) on the television.  

 

01.11.32 I said, well, you ain’t got to turn the (?) she said, but that’s the only thing on. I said you could 

turn to something else. 'Cos I kept it all off today. I didn't want to bother with it.  But I 

understand the first responders was speaking today. Which is good.  (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   Did you put your name in? 

 

01.11.55 CHARLES COOK:   No. I don't want to do that. No, I was told I could have done it. But I 

didn't do it. No. (?).   
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.12.36 CHARLES COOK:   (MID-STATEMENT) What happened was when I went in there and the 

doctor was saying here’s your next appointment, and he gave me (?) we got a celebrity, I said 

what are you talking about? He said, you ain’t see the poster? I said no. And they said there 

are pictures on it. So I. But it’s nice, it’s a honor. And then it’s not an honor (LAUGHS).  

Yeah. I know you want to talk about heath issues.  But I’ve been avoiding it.  

 

01.13.00 I really have. I don't like to go to hospital to hear bad news.  Ok? So. I was gonna, I had an 

appointment actually last Thursday, but (?) my cousin asked me to go, I had to cancel.  When 

I leave here, I’m gonna to the hospital now, today, and you know, be appointment, (?) a 

couple of appointments. I’ll give you an update on it when it happens. 

 

 JW:   To actually go to an appointment? 

 

01.13.27 CHARLES COOK:   No, no, I have to make one again. But they said they want to get me in 

there. They called me twice. So I’m gonna go back. But when that happens, I’ll let you know. 

(~JW~)   And I’ll let you know the update. But I’ve been taking all this medicine, and not 

medicine, but you see what I’m taking every day.  Every day. I take these vitamins. I used to 

have, I had some HGH, so (?) I’m gonna start taking that. (~JW~) Human Growth 

Hormones. Yeah. I think I might take some of those again. (?) they say it’s supposed to, you 

see they’re arguing about it (?) enhances you, so why not?  

 

01.14.05 I’m (LAUGHS) gonna see what happens. No, but you got to have it prescription now. But 

they used to give it away. They use to go and right into the store, same store I get my stuff 

from. And buy it. Over the counter.  

 

 JW:   Why are you avoiding going? 
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01.14.23 CHARLES COOK:   I just don't like, first I don't like going to doctors anyway.  (STOPS) 

And secondly I’m not in a hurry to find out what’s wrong with me.  I’m in a good mood, I 

want to stay (LAUGHS) that way.  That’s all. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   My mom didn't like to hear bad news? 

 

01.15.50 CHARLES COOK:   Well, it might not be bad news.  'Cos I’ve been working on this thing. I 

don't get that sticky, sticky glass feeling in my chest no more.  I, it’s just hurts, but not, not 

the sticky, sticky, you know? So. I might be doing something right. And then chasing them 

young girls. Oh, I can’t, I can’t show you my pictures. 'Cos you might get mad. Might spoil 

my image. Of a young man. (?)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.16.58 CHARLES COOK:   You know, I told you my daughter was animate about me not riding a 

motorcycle.  And Daddy, you can’t ride no motorcycle. It’s not the safest of things.  She 

called me up.  And oh, John took me for a ride on his motorcycle. John is a mechanic. He 

also races, and he just came in third in (?) race just recently. And he said he works with 

BMW. So I said, oh, that's good.  

 

01.17.30 And she said, oh, I really liked it. And I said, see, I told you it was. She said, yeah, you were 

right. It’s really fun.  She called me up a little, about a month later. Guess what? What? I 

rode 75 miles on my motorcycle.  From (?) the first start. I said what?  You have a 

motorcycle? You were telling me they’re dangerous? Yeah. She’s riding today. She just told 

me. I said, oh, ok. But she, nobody wants me on a bike (LAUGHS).   

 

 JW:   You had some troubles? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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01.18.22 CHARLES COOK:  (MID-STATEMENT) I had not even 5 hours, or 3 hours sitting on a 

bike, a 250. first time. And I get out there and they give me something 1500 and I skid in the 

water. What’d you expect me to do? (LAUGHS) (?) I think I did (work?) quite well. I got 

back up (LAUGHS).  That’s the biggest thing. 

 

 JW:   What about the vitamins? 

 

01.18.57 CHARLES COOK:   (MID-STATEMENT) I just been doing the men’s health thing. You 

know, how they have the men’s health? I’ve been taking all these different combinations. 

And (?) they’re really good.  Because I feel the energy. And, and I have a, a mixture in my 

pocket I didn't even put, I put it in (?) a little water in a little while and just drink it. It tastes 

very good. And it cost, those pills do cost, though. Oh, good god. That’s like $200 a month 

(?). But it’s worth it. So I take them.  You know? It’s better than me spending my money, I 

don't drink or smoke, so.  That's a good place to spend my money.  

 

01.19.41 But other than that I’ve had a dull year. But I’ve been playing pinochle (?) I was playing last 

night. I was spanking them. Oh, I was spanking them. That’s when Croi called, and I 

wouldn’t answer it. I mean, Danielle called. 'Cos I was into the game. I don't know if you 

know anything about pinochle. 

 

 JW:   No, just from watching you.  

 

01.20.09 CHARLES COOK:   We were, we played with royalties and stuff like that. And on one game 

I won $100.  It was nice. I was creaming them. I couldn’t wait to get to them. (LAUGHS) 

Yeah, but it’s fun. But it’s not the money so much as the competition. You know? 'Cos 

you’re playing against two other guys, this cutthroat.   

 

01.20.34 Yeah, but it’s fun. But my grandmother’s a good cutthroat player.  She taught me a lesson. 

Don't believe the hype (LAUGHS).   
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 JW:   What does that mean?  

 

01.20.47 CHARLES COOK:   Oh, we was playing and she (?) we were playing.  And we was playing 

single deck. We weren’t playing double deck. And she just put me in to where I bidded over 

what I was supposed to bid.  

 

01.21.02 And then she said, ok. Come on, sucker (LAUGHS). And set me so nice. And she set me up. 

(LAUGHS)  

 

 JW:   Took you down? 

 

01.21.14 CHARLES COOK:   Yes, she did. Yes, she did.  Oh, so now that I’ve had a dull year. It’s not 

what you were thinking.  When we gonna start the interview? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   Did you follow Ground Zero this year? 

 

01.21.46 CHARLES COOK:   I try to stay away from it. 

 

 JW:   The Deutche Bank? 

 

01.21.48 CHARLES COOK:   Oh, that’s, the (?) Deuche bank is just Ground Zero. I just considered it 

a part of Ground Zero. Because they died just like they’re dying in Ground Zero. Because 

that building’s all, should have been torn down.  

 

01.22.04 See, and they, they wrong. I, I did follow that part. They were wrong in this sense, the stand, 

the pipes, the water (?) where the stand pipes are, were supposed to be done by the 

contractor. Those were supposed to be updated and keep-ed up by him. They also had a 

memo to that fire station, Fire Station 10, to stay out of Deutche’s building because of the 

asbestos and all the toxic stuff that was in there. 
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 JW:   Ten-ten? 

 

01.22.32 CHARLES COOK:   Yeah, the, that station there. They have a memo from the fire 

department to stay out of there. So how can you go in and inspect it, they’re telling you not to 

go in there?  And now they’re gonna say that it’s the fire department’s fault that it’s, that it 

wasn’t inspected. They need to stop dishonoring those guys, I swear.  Them guys (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.24.57 CHARLES COOK:  (MID-STATEMENT) I did not want to think about this day today.  

(CLEARS THROAT) I don’t like getting sentimental. Life is, and they, they have not gone 

after bin Laden. But you know, Bush is so, they’re so full of mess. They don’t want to go 

after. Then they won’t have no reason to be over there.  They didn't have no reason to be over 

there in the first place.  It’s sad. Real sad.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 01.26.27 CHARLES COOK:   What do you think about bin Laden not being captured in 6 years? 

 

 JW:   You tell me? I don't believe there’s any conspiracy. They just can’t find him. 

 

01.26.43 CHARLES COOK:   I don't think they’re looking hard enough. 

 

 JW:   I would agree with that. 

 

01.26.53 CHARLES COOK:   I don't think they’re trying to find him. If they, it was, it was give way 

that they don't have no reason to be there any more, you know? But they were wrong in the 

first place. The United States has started a policy which is very scary.  It’s always been 

understood that only kings kill kings, and on that premise, you don't take out a sovereign 

nation because you don't like their leadership. You don’t attack the country 'cos you don't 
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like the leader. And we’re starting to do that in every turn. It’s getting sad. So let’s suppose 

somebody in China says we don't like Bush. Or Castro says we don't like Bush 'cos he’s 

ignorant, which he is.  

 

01.27.28 And they come attack us just 'cos they don't like Bush. We wouldn’t really like that, you 

know, and that’s what we’re doing. We went after the man that they already knew that he 

didn't have no (?) the weaponry wasn’t there, and if he had a capability, he really was 

incapable of using it. So.  (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   Only kings kill kings? 

 

01.27.51 CHARLES COOK:   Well. Not, only kings kill kings, but I read it somewhere that kings 

(normally?) only want to take out kings, or something. It was just in a book, you know?  

Made it, something I made up, I don't know. 

 

 JW:   It makes sense? What books are you reading? 

 

01.28.15 CHARLES COOK:   I’m just reading just everything. I just finished (?) I just finished my 

school book. See my hat? I just graduated. You don't see that H up there. 

 

 JW:   What does it say? 

 

 CHARLES COOK:   You don't know what this is?  (~JW~)   It has my name in it. It has my 

name in the hat, too. You look inside, you see my name.  You see? (LAUGHS)  

 

 JW:   Harry Potter. 

 

01.28.47 CHARLES COOK:   Hogwarts. You didn't recognize Hogwarts? That’s my school. 

(LAUGHS) My name in there, you know? Harry Potter. I couldn’t wait to get that book. I got 

that book the (?) night it came out. And went, read it so fast. Now I’m mad I read it so fast. 

But it was good.   
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 JW:   What happened this year? 

 

01.29.14 CHARLES COOK:   I've had (COUGHS) I’ve had (COUGHS) (?) a dull year. I’ve had a 

dull year this year. Not, not very (?).  Not much to talk about. You know?   

 

01.29.37 Not much to talk about, you know? It’s nothing really to talk about.  Just saying, just keeping 

active, that’s all. 

 

 JW:   What have your days been like? 

 

01.29.57 CHARLES COOK:   This is, let me just say, this is the, the most laid-back year I’ve had, 'cos 

all I’ve been doing, doing is keeping up with health stuff.  You know? Taking these vitamins 

and riding my bicycle, not motorcycle, bicycle, keeping in shape. I ride every day. Today is 

the first, one of the first days and (?) but I normally ride for at least 4 hours (the bike?) I ride 

a bike, at least 4 hours. 

 

 JW:   A day? 

 

01.30.31 CHARLES COOK:   Every day. Because I go all the way. I’ll ride up from 230-something 

street to, all the way down to the Battery Park, and back, to home.  Every day. And I take my 

time. And I have my backpack on me and I have my chess set and I stop at Bryant Park or I 

stop in the village and play. You know, I get my exercise in.  You can’t see it, but my legs 

are in shape, so I’m, you know, that’s (?)  

 

01.31.02 So. Still ain’t getting rid of this gut, though. I don't understand this gut. (CLEARS THROAT)  

 

 JW:   Have you been enjoying yourself? 

 

01.31.11 CHARLES COOK:    Yes (~JW~) I’ve been enjoying myself, you know?  I can’t complain. I 

have, not stressed about anything, not even the health stuff, 'cos I don't. Remember I told you 
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about the shelf, you take certain things, you put it in the shelf. And you don't, you go back to 

it when, you know, you need to address it?   

 

01.31.33 So I, I put my health conditions up on that shelf. And I haven’t been, I haven’t looked, 

opened the cabinet yet. 

 

 JW:   Did you go to the doctors this year? 

 

 CHARLES COOK:   Yeah, of course. I went a couple of times.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   What are the issues and what you need to do? 

 

01.31.57 CHARLES COOK:   I can’t think of what, what test they want me to do, but it’s all involved 

in chest. Mainly. You know?  Respiratory. So. I’m gonna follow up. I gave him my word I 

was gonna come back. My doctor said, I’m asking you again to come back. I promise. And 

my friend, Hodge, he’s on my butt. Did you go to the doctor? (LAUGHS) I tell him, no, I tell 

him yes (LAUGHS). He said, you lying, I know when you’re lying. I said (LAUGHS).   

 

01.32.30 So I, I got to start at least making my appointments. I promised myself I’m gonna do that 

now. 

 

 JW:   What made you promise yourself? 

 

01.32.38 CHARLES COOK:   Because I know I should go. I know I should go. I’m just being a 

stubborn by not going, because what might be a non-issue can become an issue.  So it’s best 

that I go. 

 

 JW:   I think my mother decided not to go to the doctor’s? 
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01.33.00 CHARLES COOK:   Yeah, well, I was thinking like that.  I’m, I’m thinking that it need to go 

because, or it could be like I said, a minute thing could turn into a, a blossom into something 

large.  You know?   

 

 JW:   What about your work-outs and vitamins? 

 

01.33.20 CHARLES COOK:   Yeah, that’s, that’s true. That’s why I said I’m gonna go. That’s, that’s 

why I said I’m gonna go. I’ve tried, I’ve made up my mind to myself I’m gonna go.  So when 

Danielle be asking me, I say, yeah, yeah, yeah, I’ve been (?) yeah, yeah, (?) did you go?  

 

01.33.33 Yeah, yeah, yeah. You going? Yeah, yeah, yeah. And (?) knowing all along I had no 

intention (LAUGHS) of going. You know? (~JW~)  If she didn't drag me in there, I wasn’t 

(?) going. (LAUGHS).  That’s like, I told my doctor, he, he wanted to do another test. My 

regular doctor. I said if it’s that test that you did, where you took that (?) that camera and 

went down my penis, (?), about 20 of y’all’d have to come after me. (LAUGHS)   

 

01.34.14 No. No needle, no nothing. Just went (?). He said just breathe easy (LAUGHS).  Jim, you 

don't k now what that feel like.  And the thing is about that long.  And it’s almost as fat as 

your finger, my finger like that. I did not know something could get down your penis like 

that, and could open up like that.   

 

01.34.37 Never again.  (LAUGHS) So that’s why I don't like going to the doctors (LAUGHS).  You 

feel, I see you squeezing your legs (LAUGHS).   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 CHARLES COOK:   That’s brutal. That’s real brutal.  So. 

 

 JW:   You did an MRI? 
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01.35.01 CHARLES COOK:   That’s easy. That’s easy.  But last time they did something like, they 

found something, they said, but they was, that’s why they wanted me to come back. 

(CLEARS THROAT) They want to check on something, I forget what it is. 

 

 JW:   When did they say they found something? 

 

01.35.23 CHARLES COOK:   On my last check. When I went and took a test. They said something 

was there. But they wanted to retest, just to check. And that was the test I was supposed to do 

the other day, which I missed.  

 

01.35.38 So I have to go back, and I have to go physically back and reschedule over the phone. 

 

 JW:   When’s that? 

 

01.35.45 CHARLES COOK:   Yeah, I think so.  I think so.  But.  You know?  Don’t worry about me. 

I’m gonna see (?) get to be 20.  Play some football (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 01.37.14 CHARLES COOK:   (MID-STATEMENT) you asking me what I was doing, I was showing 

what I was doing this year. 

 

 JW:   What were you doing? 

 

 CHARLES COOK:   See, now you ask me what was I doing this year? And I’m gonna show 

you, but now you don't even want to see. Now how can you ask a man to do something, and 

then when you say I’ll show you, then you gonna get. I can’t see (?) 'cos my wife (?) you 

trying to corrupt me or something. 

 

 JW:   I have last year’s image seared into my brain. 
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01.37.38 CHARLES COOK:   I got some new ones. Oh, I can’t show you that one. Oh, that’s a nice 

one. Ok.  See? That’s the new one. Hit the middle one, hit the one in the middle. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.38.14 CHARLES COOK:   If there’s anything better than a woman, JC took it with him. I don't 

have no other vices.  So. And if I go, (?) I want to go on the upstroke, so I can have one more 

down stroke.  

 

01.38.30 Then I’ll be up and (?) back in (LAUGHS).  I want to go out like Rockefeller. You know our 

governor, that’s how he died?  (~JW~) And Maney, her uncle was Rockefeller’s right-hand 

man. He (?) was his lawyer. If (ever you?) see picture of Rockefeller, you’ll see my old 

lady’s uncle.  

 

01.39.03 And he, you know, he, he, in fact, he lives about 3 blocks away from here. You know what 

(?)?  That tall building at UN Plaza? He lives in that building.  So.  He’d been trying to get us 

to come down there and live there. What I’m gonna be living in some house, million dollar 

apartment, I can’t afford to buy a matchstick? (LAUGHS)  

 

 JW:   What’s been paying the bills for you? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.39.34 CHARLES COOK:   You know bill? Bill’s a friend of mine. I don't bother him if he don't 

bother me (LAUGHS).  Well, you know, I’m retired, so that’s what pays. (?) Bill don't bother 

me too much. He tries not to.  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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01.39.57 CHARLES COOK:   But Bill’s getting to be harder and hard 'cos the economy getting worse 

and worse. (?) Make me look like I might have to go back and start doing things I don't want 

to do no more. (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   Have you done more charity work? 

 

01.40.15 CHARLES COOK:   No. (?) They need to do some charity work for me now (LAUGHS).  

No. It’s not that I wouldn’t, I just haven’t, there hasn’t been a call for, you know?  

 

01.40.31 I haven’t done anything. I would if the occasion arise, I would, I keep saying I wouldn’t do 

anything anymore. But my heart ain’t like that. I couldn’t stop not doing something.  You 

know?  That Katrina thing, I had to go do that. I’m glad I did that. Those people suffered. 

They still suffering. The, this country is really messed up. How you gonna, I give you my 

money monthly, yearly, for 20 years.  

 

01.41.04 I’m insured. And then I have a disaster and you gonna tell me I’m gonna give you five and 

ten cents on the dollar back for what you supposed to be getting? Now is that crazy?  That’s 

(~JW~)   that’s what Allstate did.   

 

 JW:   How could they do that? 

 

01.41.23 CHARLES COOK:   There’s a senator down there, he’s fighting it. I think he got his (?) 

when I was down there, he was, he was raising hell about it. (CLEARS THROAT) He said, 

and he said you can’t be doing stuff. That’s why there’s (?) lot of those areas aren’t being put 

back, 'cos there’s, they not giving the money. Then on top of it, they have, they could have 

placed all them people right back in New Orleans, 'cos they got 10,000 of those (wagons?) 

home, mobile homes that they just let sit. And they finally decided to give it to the 

indigenous people of the United States, the Indians. Some Indians they’re starting to let them 

use it. But those people in new Orleans.  



Project Rebirth: Charles Cook     Tape # CC38     JW, Producer       Page 17 of 46 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

01.42.00 They want them disbursed. They want to break up New Orleans. Their structure. And that’s 

what that’s about. They don't want them coming back. 'Cos when we did that ride, I seen 

people in Washington, where you from? New Orleans.  I went to New Mexico. Where you 

from? New Orleans.  Went into Texas, New Orleans. I mean, they just got them all over. 

Other than bringing them back home. But yet, the, the French quarter, I was there a couple of 

weeks after it, it was high and dry and they were swinging.  

 

01.42.39 You know what I'm saying? Cleaned up. All the rest of it’s (LAUGHS) wasn’t, when you 

were there it was (?) you know, that’s, people do what they have to do. But when I just went 

down to Mississippi this time, it was a difference in what I saw than when I went down a 

couple of, for Katrina.  

 

01.43.00 When I was riding through. It was strange to go back, the difference (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   What was it like? 

 

01.43.10 CHARLES COOK:   When I drove the truck just now? I went down through Missouri, into 

Tennessee. Tennessee into Mississip. Mississip into Alabama. That’s how I went, you know? 

That’s how I went.  

 

01.43.32 It wasn’t a bad ride. It was an easy drive.  I went through Memphis, I went to St. Louis. Saint 

Louis to Memphis, and yeah. That’s how I went. I’m gonna be taking that ride back again, 

though. 'Cos soon as, they’ve planned as soon as my cousin sells that house, she’s gonna get 

a smaller house for that girl, something that she can afford.  

 

01.44.01 'Cos she can’t keep the upkeep on that house. 

 

 JW:   How did she get the house to begin with? 

 



Project Rebirth: Charles Cook     Tape # CC38     JW, Producer       Page 18 of 46 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

01.44.05 CHARLES COOK:   Her stepfather gave her the house. You know, he really was generous 

and (?) adopted her. Because she came from. She was in Israel all these years. And her 

mother had taken her to Israel, and she always told her that my cousin’s husband was her 

father. But when he got here, she got her, she (?) and she looked for him for years. And when 

she got her (?) she found out that she wasn’t his (?) but she, he adopted her anyway.  

 

01.44.34 And he recently (CLEARS THROAT) he just recently died. He just got a settlement for $2.5 

million. But my cousin already had money, the one that’s a judge. Because when her father 

died, he left her over $1 million. He was a judge, state supreme court. And when her mother 

died, she left her about a $1 million and change. So she’s been set for awhile, 'cos she lives in 

Briarcliff, New York.  

 

01.45.00 Up here the Aster girl just died. What’s her name? The one that was 105.  She lives with (?) 

her house is almost near her estate. So she’s (?) assuming she has money. 'Cos just to live in 

that area, you got to have some kind of money. She calls herself living in the poor part of it. 

But the, those homes, those people that live in that area are making on, you know, their 

income’s like $600,000 a year and better where she’s at (?). So.  

 

01.45.32 But so they, when her husband got this extra $2.5 mil and it was all cash. No tax on it, 

because it was medically-related. He decided to buy this house for this girl. But the deal was, 

she had to keep it up. The taxes, and all of that. So when I went to Missouri, I had to check 

into the background of what was going on. I 

 

01.46.04  was like the (Judas goat?). You know, I was checking to make sure everything was up to 

date. But when I got there, the gas was going off, and the light was due to go off. So that 

means you’re not taking care of your bills. You’ve got a house that’s no mortgage, no 

nothing, free, and you can’t keep that up, and you got a job? Something is obviously wrong. 

And but I saw that she was, she was doing something she ain’t supposed to do, 'cos she’s up 

and down.  
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01.46.31 I think she’s messing around drug-wise. That’s what I think, honest opinion.  So I just said 

no. I just, we (?) getting your stuff, we’re going down, and we got a house down here. And 

you’ll stay there in this house. And yesterday, the house as of yesterday, the house is up, up 

on the market. But she’s gonna get her another house so she can stay down there with, in 

Alabama, you know, 'cos we know that house is gonna be upkeep, up kept, and she got her 

downstairs, private.  

 

01.47.06 She ain’t got to worry about paying no bills. She could stay there. And she ain’t got to worry 

about nothing. And I mean, it’s, it’s nice. That is not. I could live there, that is nice. The 

downstairs? I don’t have to come upstairs. She’s got a two-car garage downstairs. Separate. 

And two car garage upstairs, separate.  

 

01.47.30 So you don't have to, we don't have to even intermingle (LAUGHS). You know?  You could 

lock the door and nobody’s coming down and you got a washer and dryer downstairs, you 

got a Jacuzzi. You don't need nothing. Don't have to pay no light and no gas, no nothing. Just 

live rent-free? And when my cousin go, the house will be yours. Even worth more than what 

the other house, but it still, it, she ain’t gonna be able to keep it up anyway, still (LAUGHS).  

 

01.47.59 She’s (?) gonna lose it up anyway. If she couldn’t keep up the income on that, the taxes and 

stuff where she’s at now, it’s gonna be worse.  But she’s getting a second chance. 

 

 JW:   You’re giving her a second chance? 

 

01.48.15 CHARLES COOK:   Yeah. I’m, I’m of the opinion of giving her the second chance if she do 

the right thing. 'Cos I’m gonna talk to her and tell her she need to go to a program. Whatever 

she doing, she don't need to be doing. 'Cos I was with her, she goes up and down. I 

 

01.48.30  mean, (be emotional and?) cried and, you know. And I’ve seen that side of it, 'cos my 

brother used to had a, a drug addiction at 18, and I council people. So that’s why my cousin 

sent me, to just check it out, but. 
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 JW:   You council people? 

 

 CHARLES COOK:   I did years ago. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.48.49 CHARLES COOK:   I did that. But it was kind iof hard. It was kids, young kids. You know? 

My brother, they were, they were (in?) house clients. But. That’s hard. Especially when they 

see the repetitiveness when it come back.  

 

01.49.04 You’d think they’d have straightened up and then they come back. That’s draining, real 

draining. Drug is a mess. I’m glad I, I had sense enough never to use them. (CLEARS 

THROAT)  

  

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.49.21 END OF TAPE #CC38 

 

 

 

TAPE # CC 39 
Charles Cook   09.11.07 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
02.00.01 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.03.14 CHARLES COOK: (MID-STATEMENT)  I got to know Melvin through my brother, 

originally. My mother used to work for a federal banker had just retired. Melvin needed a 
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secretary, so my, my brother (?) recommended my mother, and my mother had graduated 

from Columbia University, so she’s (?) heady.  

 

02.03.32 So she became his secretary, so what happened is they were doing this little thing and Melvin 

said, Cookie go, he called my mother Cookie. He said I’m going to a play. And they went to 

a play to see this play, and they came back. And (the owners were?) the Shuberts. And he 

said we’re getting ready to close the play. And, 'cos it had come from California and they 

said it’s not gonna last.  

 

02.04.02 So. My mother took Melvin to the back, to the side, said, I can make that play be a hit, 

because this is a good play. He said yeah, how? She said, well not now. We’re gonna discuss 

it. I’ll tell you my idea. But if we do it, we’re gonna become partners.  Said, I’m not gonna 

work for you (?) we’re gonna become partners. So Melvin said Ok, Cookie, all right,  'Cos to 

Melvin, a dollar’s a dollar.  

 

02.04.27 He said, my mother said, oh, you ain’t got to do nothing. Said I’ll do all the work, but we’ll 

split it, be no problem. So then Melvin said no, don't worry about that. You’ll still work for 

me and if it comes out, 'cos he didn't think it was gonna work out. He said, (?) you just keep 

it for yourself. My mother said, ok, no problem. So my mother went through, so the guy 

came back, oh, I can’t think of his name. It’ll come to me. I can call Melvin now, he can tell 

me the name. But, so he came back and my mother said listen.  

 

02.05.00 What are y’all gonna do with the play? They said, we’re closing in 8 days.  That’s it. So my 

mother said, well, since you’re closing it, (?) 'cos nobody’s coming. Said (?) said I have a 

proposal. If I can make that play be a, show it could be a hit before it, the 8 days, can I have 

exclusive right to all the tickets like when they have group sales? (~JW~)  They come to me, 

'cos if anything over two tickets is a, say refer them to me. And when the offers come and say 

well, you want group sales, call this number.  

 

02.05.29 So (?) he agreed. They took a handshake, no contract, no nothing. So my mother went and 

got all the tickets. And she went to the synagogue, she went up to black churches, she went to 
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the PAL, different places, and gave the tickets out for the first three days. By the fourth night, 

the critics are saying, why did all these crowd of people coming to see it?  

 

02.05.58 And they went in there, and they came back and instead of the review being bad, they said 

this young woman can really, really sing. They said this thing is really, 'cos they said it had 

been done, it was a movie. And my mother ended up naming her company after the, the play. 

And a certain young lady is a star today because of her. 

 

 JW:   Who? 

 

02.06.20 CHARLES COOK:  Stephanie Mills. And the play was The Wiz.  And my mother’s group, 

company was Wiz Group.  That’s a true story.  You know who Stephanie Mills is? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.06.46 CHARLES COOK:  She got, little thing, four feet something, with the biggest voice. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.08.41 CHARLES COOK:  (MID-STATEMENT) my mother was killing them. She was sitting in, 

they want (?) a thousand dollars’ worth of tickets. My mother would get one and change.  

Every time. Just all (?) here’s an order (LAUGHS). I said, this money is sweet (LAUGHS).  

(~JW~)   

 

02.09.03 Yeah, I started to take over her business, but I said no. When she died. Somebody was asking 

me, please give me a list, give me that list of her clients. You know, 'cos (?) was extensive.  I 

gave it to my aunt, it’s up in the house now. Oh, yeah, well, I took over for my, I became the 

executor of my aunt who had just passed.  

 

02.09.30 That, that happened this year.  Stuff like that. I done forgot about that. 
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 JW:   Who was your aunt? 

 

02.09.42 CHARLES COOK:  My mother’s sister. She, she had gone into a nursing home (?).  My 

cousins, her son and daughter, well, her son, he’s a diabetic, but he’s really not in the best of 

health, so he would, didn't want to do it. And his daughter, my cousin, she, she’s studying to 

be a minister,  

 

02.10.03 But how you gonna study to be a minister when you don’t want to take care of your mother. 

So I had to take care of her. So she just passed, so I helped that away. So I’m still doing 

things like that. But any time there’s some trouble in the family I’m the, I’m the one they 

call.  Always.   

 

 JW:   Did you know your aunt well? 

 

02.10.27 CHARLES COOK:  Very well. I gave her, I spoke at her funeral. And I’ll tell you how well I 

knew her. When I, you know, I, I’m saying it just like I said it then, I’m just trying to 

remember what I said. I said, I was sitting down waiting to say what I was gonna say. And 

then I’m talking to the audience, and I said, I’m thinking about what I could say. And I said, I 

had three memories. And you know, I had memories, you know, you have certain memories 

that bring you back, and you remember things.  

 

02.11.01 And one of, two of my memories, and this is very true, two of the memories that I remember 

very well was myself, me, I wanted, I (?) I was going to Catholic school. My parents made 

me wear short pants, even in the winter. Short pants and I walked in the snow with these 

short pants. And my father use to always say, you may hate me for this, but it’s gonna make a 

better man out of you.  

 

02.11.28 'Cos people used to ridicule me. I’d be fighting, all that. I didn't understand it, but I do 

understand it now. So he made me wear these short pants. He said, there’s nothing buy you 

some pants, but I didn’t want, I’m looking, I kept telling him, I want some knickers. Knickers 

were the short pants come like this, and I kept saying I want these knickers.  So finally we 
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went to Barney’s, not Barney’s, Brooks Brothers. 'Cos that’s where (?) Barney’s or Brooks 

Brothers, we used to (go get?) my clothes. And went in the store, so I’m looking for the 

knickers, I’m in the knickers department, 'cos I know where they got the knickers.  

 

02.12.09 And my grandmother and them said no, no, no. And I smiled all over myself 'cos I went from 

short pants to long pants, 'cos I knew I was hot. That was when the, vivid memories. And I 

said the only other vivid memory I have is that I always keep and treasure has to do with my 

aunt, the one that (?) just deceased us.  

 

02.12.31 I said, my cousin, the one I, her daughter, I said, I used to baby sit for her. Said my aunt 

asked me to baby sit for her during the summer. And I said ok, and of course she knew I was 

working to try to get (?) a bicycle. So I hadn’t even worked two weeks into the summer, and 

my aunt called me downstairs.  

 

02.12.58 And there was my bike. And I know I hadn’t made the money. Yet. For the bike. So I went 

on to say that this was the two vivid memories I’ve had that always kept me, and I said my 

aunt was one of those, made those a good memory for me. And I said, so whenever she 

called, I had to come. So when they made me her executive, I didn't have no problem. Ok.  

You know, I didn't mind taking care of her in the hospital (with all that?).   

 

 JW:   You’ll go anywhere on the drop of a hat? 

 

02.13.33 CHARLES COOK:  If it’s family. Or a friend. You could call. Without a doubt. You ain’t 

even got to worry about that. I’d be there. (~JW~) I’m serious. No doubt. No doubt.  Get that, 

get it, especially if I hear (Emmet say?) Daddy said come. (LAUGHS) (~JW~)    

 

02.14.04 Tell Rebecca she got to move over (LAUGHS) any time. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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02.15.15 CHARLES COOK:  You know, when the, what really impressed with me with you (~JW~)   

was, was (sensitive?).  Should I tell you? No, I’ll keep it to myself. 

 

 JW:   What? 

 

02.15.26 CHARLES COOK:  When I came to California, and you had Rebecca with you with your 

wife, that’s sensitive with me. I bonded with you forever that day.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   Anything about September 11th? 

 

02.17.19 CHARLES COOK:  I just, I am tired of our nation wanting us to be patriotic, and the 

government was not patriotic to our nation.  

 

02.17.31 Men coming back, limbs, they’re not find no decent work. Not the (?) hospitals are 

deplorable, Walter Reed Hospital. They blamed the general for the conditions of a hospital 

that he’d just been there not even a month. He couldn’t get, it takes years to get paint crudded 

up like it was crudded up. So he (?) and they gonna make him the scapegoat like he, he 

caused that condition. He just, wasn’t even there a month. If he started on it right away, he 

got to, it takes a while to get the procure the paint to start working on it, to get the approval to 

do the work.  

 

02.18.05 You know, they, they passing the buck down (CLEARS THROAT). And I know if they’re 

not taking care of the soldiers, they’re definitely not taking care of us. They got a woman 

sitting with $2 billion with guys like myself and others who responded to that whole, and 

she’s sitting on the money not giving it out, allocating to people that really need help. You 

know, it’s sad. (~JW~) I can’t think of her name.  

 

02.18.29 But the government allocated so much money for the, for the response to the World Trade, 

and the money has been held up by a woman. She’s sitting down there making a hundred and 
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something thousand dollars a year. And she ain’t responding. The, they’re starting to make 

reports about it. She’s starting to duck reporters. You know, I just, you know I asked, 

somebody asked me on it was on (?) or something, and I was down (?) something. I 

responded 'cos they had some other event going on for the help people.  

 

02.18.59 'Cos I I get help. But they was, these were the mostly people who were undocumented who 

ain’t getting no help. But they were here. They worked. You know? And because of their 

illegal status and all that, they, they’re trying to deny them. And that, and they was asking 

me, I said well, I asked them one question. Who’s gonna respond the next time a disaster 

happens? If you treat the people that respond in a mannerism disrespectful. And that’s what 

they’re doing.  You know, why would you even want to get out your bed?   

 

02.19.30 Why would you want to forfeit your life for somebody that’s not (?), who doesn’t even care 

that you’re putting yourself out (?).  Reluctantly, I’m stupidly, I would probably go again. 

But it’s just said that the treatment’s such.   

 

 JW:   Does it make you angry? 

 

02.19.51 CHARLES COOK:  Yeah, very, very much so.  It makes me really sad.  Because you, you, I 

think of myself as American, not (?) even though we have all the (?) and prejudices within 

this country. And I would like to think as an American that America would treat a citizen in 

such a way that with the respect that we give the country.   

 

 JW:   Why is that the case? 

 

02.20.30 CHARLES COOK:  I really don't know. If I could figure that out, I probably be the president 

of the United States. I really don't know. I really don't know. I, I’ve (?) tried to really think 

about it, but it’s just sad. You know? It really is. It really, really is. I don't like us being a 

bully all over the world no more.   
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02.21.01 That’s not what I think about this country, of being a bully.  And we’re being portrayed that 

way. I know my daughter, I, I worry about her every time. She’s getting ready to go to 

Southwest, she’s going to South Africa, in a couple of weeks. And every time she goes to one 

of these countries, I worry about her, 'cos they see American passport, they, they not happy 

with her.  

 

02.21.29 You know?  Ah. (LAUGHS) She got a decent job, that World Health Organization got her all 

over the world. But it’s scary now. Good thing she took her sense after her momma.   

 

 JW:   What about the emotion of the day? I always find it hard, even after 6 years. 

 

02.21.57 CHARLES COOK:  I, I, it was hard for me the other day. I’ll be honest. But when I, I, 'cos I 

was listening to the sports station and I was not thinking about 9-11, like I try not to think 

about. But see, when things bother me, I try to push them off and don't bother them. I don't 

let them, but he, it up and grabbed me in the butt right fast. So I’m driving the truck. And 

here, I hear the World Trade is on fire, send everything send the ambulance, everything. Send 

all units, all units. The next I hear (?) then they say, yes, ladies and gentlemen, we’re coming 

up on the anniversary, and then here’s another (?).  

 

02.2232 I’m under a truck. (?) and you could hear the guys, we’re don't worry, brother, we are 

coming, we don't care, we’re coming. That hurt. That made me start crying. 'Cos I believe, 

you know, who. I know all them died. We are coming. You, you stuck? We are coming. And 

see, I believe in that. It’s just like when I was down there and the guys said, he was sleeping 

in one of the buildings, and we was uncertain about them coming down again.  

 

02.22.59 He said, will you wake me if the building starts shaking? 'Cos that Deutche building, well, 

not the, one of the buildings was still shaking. I said I don’t care if it’s coming down, I’m 

coming to get you.  And he said vise-verse, you know, and that’s what the camaraderie was 

(like?). And when he said that, we’re coming, it just took me back to that time and place. (?), 

you know, that’s. I don't want to think about that, 'cos I don't feel like crying.  
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 JW:   What was the (coming?) part? 

 

02.23.27 CHARLES COOK:  The guys were telling, the firemen were telling another fire, we’re 

coming to get you. He said he was stuck. We’re coming, don't worry, we’re coming. And 

then, then they had some other people, we’re, they had, you could hear talking to, over the, 

firemen telling, don't worry. Calm down. She said, but it’s so burning and it’s so hot. Don't 

worry. Just calm down we’re, we’re coming, we’re coming. And they’re coming to their 

death. Oh. Fuck.   

 

02.23.58 Yeah. So (~JW~)   I try not listen to those things. I don't know where they get those tapes 

from, but that was heavy. Whew. Yeah, heavy. 

 

 JW:   The part where they said we’re coming brought you back to? 

 

02.24.13 CHARLES COOK:  No, it brought me back to the fact that they were responding, going up 

to those people and then it brought me back to the fact that the guy was asking me for 

something that (was it?) would happen, would you come get me, and I said yeah. Don't 

worry, I would definitely do that.  

 

02.24.31 I said, it, the building could be falling, I said I’m gonna try and get you. 'Cos if I went to 

sleep, I’d think you’d do the same. He said, you know that. And (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   You were underneath the building at that time? 

 

 CHARLES COOK:  Yeah. 

 

 JW:   'Cos you were in the hole? 

 

02.24.44 CHARLES COOK:  No, that was when we was in one of the buildings. I forget which one. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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02.24.53 CHARLES COOK:  It was, it was one of the buildings that’s still standing. It was near the 

Deutche, but it’s just the fact that we were using it to sleep in. (~JW~)   And in fact it’s the 

MacDonald building, but there, and they were worried about the Deutche building 'cos the 

thing, and 'cos they would sound the horn and I even thought that building where they had 

the thing was gonna go down, 'cos they would sound the horn and tell us to run (LAUGHS). 

'Cos they said that building looks shaky, but when you’re looking up (LAUGHS) it do look 

kind of shaky. (LAUGHS) I told you that story about they sounded the horn, and the guy 

said, did you see that old man running? Remember I told you that, right? I asked him who the 

old man was (LAUGHS).  'Cos he was moving, I said who was it? He, oh, it’s you 

(LAUGHS).  

 

02.25.36 I was saying feet, don't fail me now (LAUGHS). Yeah. (~JW~)  I didn't know I could move 

so fast myself (LAUGHS).   

 

 JW:   This anniversary is now on a Tuesday this year. And I was looking at the buildings as if 

they would fall, how would things look? 

 

 CHARLES COOK:  Boy. (LAUGHS) Strange. Funny. 

 

 JW:   The movie is also about overcoming grief? 

 

02.26.48 CHARLES COOK:  Well, I ain’t overcome it yet. 'Cos I get my emotions. I keep them, I get 

my moments. I should say. But I keep it to myself. 'Cos I, I can still look at something and 

tears, I’d be sitting and looking at it, and Maney just look at me and tears be coming down 

(?). She, she knows not to bother me then. But it still gets me every once in awhile. It really 

gets me.  

 

02.27.17 Them bastards. I can’t say that about it, they believed in what they believed in. But still.  

Anyway.  (CLEARS THROAT)  
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 JW:   Do you flash back to the images of what you saw? 

 

02.27.40 CHARLES COOK:  Yeah, every once in awhile. I could actually feel what I thought was a 

mat and it turned out to be a human being. And that didn't feel too good.   

 

 JW:   A mat? 

 

02.27.57 CHARLES COOK:  Yeah, you step on something and it feels soft. And you think it might be 

a mat or something, and it was actually a human being, parts of.  Yeah, I remember some 

things. Some things you try not to remember.  I can remember my toe getting broke 

(LAUGHS). I remember that real well. (~JW~)   And then re-injure it, you know, a piece of 

steel was kicking at it and it came down, and then I re-injured it that Saturday or the first 

Saturday, lifting the guide to, he broke his leg or something, and we lifted him into the 

ambulance.  

 

02.28.40 And I was at the front, and picking up, he was a big man. And I didn't have a good grip. And 

it came right back down (LAUGHS) on that toe.  So the nurse said, yeah, you’re going (?) 

you’re leaving here. I said I don't want to leave. I didn't want to leave, right? You’re leaving 

or I’ll have them escort you off of here if you don't go to the hospital. So they forced me to 

go out, these guys, the cops said, go on brother, just come on back. He said, she’s just trying 

to look out, 'cos my toe was colored as (?) it was black. It really was messed up.  

 

02.29.12 It’s my big toe. So I let them go in and do what they had to do. I came right back in the hole, 

hobbling (LAUGHS). And that’s when I started helping in (supply?) 'cos I couldn’t walk 

around right away. So I started doing that for awhile. And then when I got better, I went back 

in the hole.   

 

 JW:   Will you have those images for the rest of your life? 

 

02.29.34 CHARLES COOK:  Probably so, but they’ll be less, you know? You, you. It’s like, it’s like 

seeing a man, I’ve seen a man half up and half down, caught between the train track, and the 
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train, when I was working for the city, the subway. I’ll always remember that. Him stuck like 

this. You know? You don't think about it as often.  

 

02.29.59 Or seeing them have to scrape a man from out the brakes of a train (?)  he lay down in front 

of the train and then they have to scrape him off. So you see those things. I’ve seen a kid get 

their head run over by a tractor trailer, pink all over the place, the brain. I remember that. I 

seen a woman get her leg cut off by a car. The leg (up one part?) we, I picked up the leg and 

put it up there so they could maybe reattach it. But she, she died on the spot.  

 

02.30.30 So I’ve seen a lot of tragedy. You know? I’ve seen people shot in the head. I’ve shot 

somebody in the head myself. You know? Stuff like that. That’s why God gonna take me to 

the other way. Then again, he might, he might, he might decide to let me have a break, 'cos I 

try to do more good than bad. (~JW~) Yeah, lately. 'Cos I, I was already assigned to, see I 

was supposed to be the conductor on the hell bound express.  

 

02.31.02 That’s when I came in here, that’s my job was supposed to be the conductor on the hell 

bound express. But see, they found out I like to sing spirituals, so the devil don't like that 

shit. (LAUGHS) So it might not be that way. Melvin wrote a book about something like that. 

Where the fire kept going out down in hell 'cos the negroes was singing spirituals down in 

hell, and the fire was going out (LAUGHS).   

 

02.31.33 Yeah. Did I, did I tell you about the first negroes that got to heaven? What happened?  You 

don't know about that? You don't know about the first negroes got to heaven? Oh. Well, I’m 

gonna (STOPS)  Ok, Gabriel, came to the lord and Lord, he said, Jesus? He said yeah. 

What’s up, Gabe? Lord, we got a problem. He said (?) we, we got some new, new people that 

I don't know how to (?) handle them.  

 

02.32.03 He said what you mean?  They’re just, they act peculiar Lord, they just doing the, the lord 

said, are they fighting or cussing? No, Lord, they’re just partaking of everything. They’re 

taking the fruits and they’re mashing them together and they’re making this sweet wine that 

you like. Yes, he said, that’s a good thing. He said, but Lord, he said, they started with these 
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watermelons and they got the pits all over the clouds. You just (dirtied?) them up. He said 

yeah, Ok. She said, Gabe, it can’t be that bad. (?)  

 

02.32.31 He said, but Lord, they’re hanging out the laundry on the clouds and everything. He said, 

they just don't seem to have it together. You know, 'cos we got serenity. So the Lord got up 

there and he looked around and said, oh, gosh, I don’t even know what to do. He said, he’s 

right, there is a problem. He said, but I really don't know how to handle it. So the Lord said, I 

only know one person that been getting them for years. So ring-a-ling-a-ling. Hello? This is 

JC. He said, the devil, he said what you doing calling me? We ain’t spoke since you kicked 

me out of heaven.  

 

02.33.04 He said, I got a problem. And I, hold on, hold on, hold on a minute. I got a little problem of 

my own down here. I be right back. Came back, the devil come back. Ok. So tell me your 

problem. The Lord said, well, I got some people that I want to talk to you about, and now, 

hold, hold it, hold it, hold it, hold it again. He said, he came back, the devil came back to the 

phone again. God dammit, the Lord said, you said, what’s wrong?  

 

02.33.31 He said, he said, those negroes done put out the fire again. The Lord said, I guess I can’t ask 

you for help (LAUGHS). You ok? Now I got another question for you. You live in San 

Francisco. You, see, you one of the rarities. You’re living (?) not San Francisco, but you one 

of the rarities that live in California. 'Cos everybody out there is so (?) you know what I'm 

saying? But I want to ask you, in San Francisco, how do you separate, you know, you like, 

you know, with the men here, we know (?) we could tell our men here, right?  

 

02.34.07 But how do you separate in San Francisco, a young man from a old man? How do you 

separate them? Anybody here know?  With a crow bar. (LAUGHS) You like that, right? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   What about the spiritual path, anything changed in that regard? 
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02.34.44 CHARLES COOK:  (MID-STATEMENT) but I still go. And they, they like when I go. 'Cos 

I get happy in church and I start to sing and they like my voice, so.  I’ll go every once in 

awhile. You know, I was supposed to have an interview with a certain young lady with 

whom I’m not angry with.  

 

02.35.04 And my family came in from Detroit, was gonna be at the house. And she missed being here. 

Danielle, my baby. Yeah, but I ended up taking her out. I took them sightseeing anyway, so it 

wasn’t a loss.  But it just happened that we coincide. I said, well, they were coming anyway, 

so I said, well, we’ll do the interview at the same time.  

 

02.35.29 'Cos we were gonna go up to the house. And partee. We’ll be party anyway.  (~JW~) Yeah, 

and I will travel for people. Yeah, you’re right about that. You know, my own expense, too.  

I still got a good friend that I met through (?) this 9-11. Mitch Marshall, I like him. He’s good 

people. (?)  

 

 JW:   You’re in touch still? 

 

02.36.03 CHARLES COOK:  Yeah. We, we spoke (CLEARS THROAT) day before yesterday. 'Cos I 

called him up. His team is America’s Team. And I said that’s supposed to be the Cowboys. 

No, America’s team is the Bears. So I called him up, I said, well, America’s team, they just 

took, put the rug up in the den, 'cos San Diego went to work (LAUGHS).   

 

02.36.28 He said, I knew you was gonna call, he said, but don't look too good for the Jets and the 

Giants 'cos (LAUGHS) which is true. Oh, gosh. Both of them went down.  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.36.57 CHARLES COOK:  But that Colts’ team.  New England and Colts. Look out, Randy Moss is 

back in business, and TO is back. TO has been saying all I want is the ball. Just give me the 

ball. I’ll do the rest.  (STOPS)  
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS RE: Sports)  

 

 JW:   Do black and white cultures heal differently? 

 

02.44.21 CHARLES COOK:  No.  I don't think so. I could, I would hate to think that, because if we, if 

you healed differently and I healed differently, we could never become one. I don't think so. I 

would hate to think that way. I like to think unprejudiced, you know?  I would hate to think 

that you would, you would heal differently because of race, and I’d hate, you know, me I 

would, (heal?) no, I think when you grief or grieve, rather, you grieve a lot.  

 

02.44.58 When you bleed, you’re gonna bleed, you may not be A negative, but it’s (?) but it’s all 

blood, you follow me? So I think the pain and everything, those things are common to 

everybody. You know? And so no, I don't think that way, no.   

 

 JW:   What about the spiritual center of church being a center for helping? 

 

02.45.25 CHARLES COOK:  Well, for some people that’s what they need. (~JW~) you know? Some 

people need the church. I don't need the church. I just need to listen to some music. And I let 

church be within me.  I don't have to, I don't have to go and raise (?) oh, I’m straight. I know 

within myself how I feel. My, my church is within me. Yeah.   

 

02.46.00 It’s like the little girl. See. I, I had a little girl. I had a sweet girl, she was sweet. And she told 

me, (?) said, we’re on the beach, she said, my mommy said my body is like the church. And 

my whole body is the church. I said oh, yeah? She said yeah. So I said, I said I understand 

what your momma was saying. She said, you do? I say, yeah. I said, those up there are the 

bells. She said, yeah.   

 

02.46.30 And I said down there is the entrance to the church. She said that’s right, mommy said that, 

that was the entrance to the church. Well, I said, this here is the preacher and he got to go 

ring the bells (LAUGHS).   
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 CHARLES COOK:  You just made me (?) I used to say that years ago. Said, I haven’t said 

that in 30 years. I used to tell jokes all the time. (LAUGHS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.47.14 END OF TAPE # CC39 

 

 

 

TAPE # CC 40 
Charles Cook   09.11.07 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
03.00.08 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   Do you think you’re healed? 

 

03.00.19 CHARLES COOK:  Nope. You never heal. I’m well. Emotionally I’ll never heal from that, I 

don’t think. 'Cos it’s, it’s gonna be there. But I’m not, I got bandages. I’m not, I don't have no 

crutches. I can walk around.  

 

03.00.39 I got a couple of little scars, you know, you could always look down and see a scar. But I can 

deal with that. I got a scar on my hand. I used to fight all the time, so. (?)  

 

 JW:   What do you think will happen in the future with your health? 
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03.00.57 CHARLES COOK:  Eventually I’m gonna do like I always tell everybody, I’m gonna bend 

over and kiss my ass goodbye. (LAUGHS) That’s all. You know? I, but I will say, that 

anybody can look at me and say he fought a good fight. He went out smiling and kicking. So 

Devil, I ain’t ready yet, but the Devil says I don't care if you’re ready or not, I’m taking you.  

You know, that’s all. (~JW~)   

 

03.01.27 I got a question. (~JW~)   When the, when the time comes, you gonna come? 

 

 JW:   Sure, of course. 

 

03.01.33 CHARLES COOK:  That’s all I want to know. Ok. Yeah, 'cos I got certain people that I’ve 

met in my life that I want to be there. And (?) I don't know what kind of funeral I’m gonna 

have. If I’m gonna be cremated, whatever. 'Cos I be mad to find out y’all put some dirt on 

my ass and I wake up down in that box.  (LAUGHS) You know? And then you burn me up, 

too. I might be in there getting burned up. But that’s, well, that might be a good thing 'cos 

I’m getting used to the fire down below. (LAUGHS)  

 

03.02.02 Yeah. You, of course, Danielle.  Mitch Morrison.  I mean, I mean, I’m talking about people 

I’ve met, ostensibly since 9-11.  Just about 3 names, and then finally of course, but you’re on 

the list. (~JW~) You better come. 'Cos I’ll come back and bite you. (~JW~)    

 

03.02.27 I’ll show you. I’ll show your wife these pictures that I had in the book say yeah, tell them, go 

to my, he made me take those pictures of that girl.   

 

 JW:   Do you have other people that you stay in touch with from Ground Zero? 

 

03.02.43 CHARLES COOK:  No, not really.  Yeah, there are some and then oh, I can’t, I lost my 

phone. So I lost their numbers, which is kind of mad. But if I go back to September space, I 

can get those numbers again. So I might do that this week, or next week sometimes. 
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03.03.01 'Cos there are a few people, you know, we were kind of close. There’s one guy I’d really like 

to see. 'Cos he and I worked down there together. That’s (?) Vinny, Vinny that got me into 

doing this thing? I haven’t seen him since (~JW~)    

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.03.28 CHARLES COOK:  But he was the, he was at September Space. Danielle can tell you about 

him. She can tell you about him.  He, he was the one that made me, when we was on the 

interview, going across country, I didn't want to get interviewed at the TV station because he 

was lying about his exploits. All of a sudden, he was a city firefighter and all of this. And he 

was doing all that stuff. So I just, I didn't, you know, I felt he was disgracing the people that, 

it was enough that he responded, don't have to lie about what you are and, you know, he was 

(?) he had a, he had a agenda.  

 

03.04.06 He had a program that he was trying to push off and some other stuff. So. I would like to see 

him, but I don't know. I haven’t spoken with him lately. (CLEARS THROAT) But.  His 

phone was off last (?).  I like to see how his health is.  'Cos he was there.   

 

03.04.30 And he definitely did get dirty. 

 

 JW:   Anybody you know die? 

 

 CHARLES COOK:  No. No. 

 

 JW:   Do you think about dying a lot? 

 

03.04.42 CHARLES COOK:  No.  You come to go. I think about it, and then I don't think about it. I 

don't think about it as far as this is concerned. No. I’ve been, I was, I started telling Maney, 

I’m gonna start writing up my obituary.  I’m gonna do it soon. I’m gonna write my own 

obituary.   
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 JW:   It’s not strange? 

 

 CHARLES COOK:  I’m gonna do it myself. (?) I know things about myself that y’all don't 

know.   

 

 JW:   Such as? 

 

03.05.18 CHARLES COOK:  All the jobs I’ve had. Things I’ve done.  That I got a commendations 

from the city for saving a cop’s life. Accommodations on my job at transit for saving people, 

a couple of those.  

 

03.05.34 Even though I’ve (?) they’ve written up but I never spake on them. Maney was surprised. She 

went to my study, you didn't tell me you had a commendation for this. I said, yeah, well, it’s 

nothing to talk about.  She said, we’ve been together 20-something years, and you don't tell 

me everything?  So that’s when I said well, maybe I should write the obituary.  

 

 JW:   If this was the last interview, what would you say you’ve learned over the last six 

years? 

 

03.06.06 CHARLES COOK:  There’s some real good people in this world.  And they respond when 

tragedy hits.  And people show a giving heart, a good heart, during certain tragedies for a 

certain period of time.  

 

03.06.32 But after a certain period of time, it’s back to normal.  And it’s sad, that the tragic part of it 

can’t, feeling can’t last. So the good part shows.  That make sense to you? 

 

 JW:   Part of thing from this morning? 

 

 CHARLES COOK:  So this is our last interview? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  



Project Rebirth: Charles Cook     Tape # CC38     JW, Producer       Page 39 of 46 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

03.07.09 CHARLES COOK:  Darn, I thought I got rid of your butt (LAUGHS).   

 

 JW:   I talk to people about the period of time when there’s death, that there is a feeling of 

life that’s addictive. 

 

03.07.32 CHARLES COOK:  It’s crazy. You appreciate the fact that you’re here. Yeah.  That sounds 

selfish but it’s true. 

 

 JW:   What? 

 

03.07.41 CHARLES COOK:  It sounds selfish but it’s true. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 CHARLES COOK:  So don't feel no guilt about feeling that.   

 

 JW:   You don't or do? 

 

03.07.50 CHARLES COOK:  I said, don't. You know, it’s just like you drowning and then your friend 

drowns but you (sorry for him but?) I lived.  I’m sorry I’m grieving for you, but I lived.   

 

 JW:   For a period of time, I wanted to work in the cancer unit. 

 

03.08.19 CHARLES COOK:  That, oh, god, that’s. that's draining. That’s draining. I’ve seen some 

cancer victims and stuff, I’ve been through that. I had somebody go right up underneath me. 

A beautiful woman.  

 

03.08.31 Cancer took (?) when they opened her chest, it metastasized. Just like that.  They’re, that can 

drain you.  And literally drain you, emotionally.  You think you’re strong but that stuff’ll 

drain you. Especially them kids.  I know the Lord works in his own ways, but when I see the 
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way kids come and they’re crippled and blind and all that, I don't understand it. But I know 

it’s apart of life. It’s supposed to be a just god, but there’s no justice in that.   

 

 JW:   Is the addiction something you can relate to, even though it’s a strong word?  A good 

feeling coming out of tragedy? 

 

03.09.28 CHARLES COOK:  Oh, I love that feeling. I really do. It’s a selfish feeling. I love to help. 

It’s something about like when I was down in Katrina, and to see you’re not looking for 

(them people to?) give you no praise. But you get a feeling of, I felt good giving a guy who 

had a Confederate flag and was hating me, and I knew it.  

 

03.09.57 But I felt good still giving him, 'cos he needed it. I said, I know you don't want this. I 

understand that.  I said, but so you just distribute it to somebody else who might want it and  

need it.  And I said God bless you and left.  But I know he used it, 'cos I came back and he, 

the next time he spoke to me, he said thank you. 'Cos I let him keep his dignity.   

 

 JW:   How so? 

 

03.10.25 CHARLES COOK:  Because some people, some men, some women, don't want to feel like 

you’re giving them something. They want it, if it’s not earned, they feel humbled and 

belittled that you, so I told him this is, I said, this’ll be the supply base and you just make 

sure people get the stuff.  Hope you distribute it for me.  And that’s one of the better things I 

did in my life.  Even though the Red Cross kicked me out for doing the right thing. You 

know what happened, right? Did I ever tell you? 

 

 JW:   You didn't tell me the whole story? 

 

03.11.00 CHARLES COOK:  This guy had falsified a statement against a guy coming through, 

working on a military base. I saw it, I went to the (adjudgent?) general and told him. And I 

said soon as I tell you this, the Red Cross ain’t gonna like me telling this, 'cos they was 

bragging about how they gonna get rid of me. They just put my (?) went right to the (?) and 
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left me on highway 10 (LAUGHS).  With no money, no nothing. Like a, my cousins and (?) 

got any sense, you should call. I said, but it’s not the Red Cross, I could have sued.  

 

03.11.31 It’s just some individuals who were in charge at that time of that place. That’s all.  You 

know, then when I got back the national said what? And I explained, and they said, oh, no, 

we need to fire them. I said let it go. It’s just something that happened. Somebody had some 

(?) they did what they did. And my story checked out and they saw, and everybody was mad, 

said why you let him go, he ain’t never did nothing, he was working hard? But it was done, 

'cos you know, (?)  

 

03.12.02 I feel bad about it in one sense. But I don't. 'Cos I did the right thing, 'cos they were getting 

aware on this guy (?) 'cos the guy who said this was a federal officer. Said oh, he tried to hit 

us with a car, and he did all this. He ain’t do none of that. The lights went out on the base. 

The military base. And he said he had to go, and this guy got angry, and ran, ran up a charge 

that he hit them with the car and did all, he didn't do none of that. So I, I feel good and I feel 

bad about that situation, but I’m not worried about it.  

 

03.12.30 I did the (?) I did what was right. I told the truth. Saved somebody from going to jail for 

something that he didn't do. But when I wrote the report, I told that guy, I said you know, I’m 

putting myself in a bad situation, 'cos that’s how they were acting down there. He said, they 

wouldn’t kick you out for that. I said trust me, they’re gonna do that. No sooner than I wrote 

the report the next day like the crew that I came down with, I said, I extended (~JW~)  left, 

then they came with oh, you wasn’t working, he wasn’t here.  

 

03.13.00 I said I worked every day. You wasn’t working, no, we never seen you working. You was, 

you had to be some place. You never reported for. They said I never reported for no trucks, 

you never had no truck, no nothing. Now you know that’s a lie.  They said, you can’t prove it 

you was. I said, I said well, people, well, they all left. Where they at to prove or anything? I 

was out of there. (LAUGHS) I didn't tell them that, well, I had a film crew filming me while 

I was there. (LAUGHS)  
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03.13.30 You know? I didn't go into all that. I just said ok. I said I understand what you’re doing and 

why you’re doing it. But that was so wrong.  And in the middle of Mississip? Black man, in 

dark? With bags? (LAUGHS) I won’t care a black man, white man, zebra what. That’s no 

way to leave nobody, on a highway that’s bridges down and out. Whew.  But you know.   

 

03.14.01 I, I couldn’t even get angry 'cos I expected it. It hurt.  But then it didn't hurt. 'Cos I think 

about the good that I did. For him.  I saved him from going to jail.  But they said he, oh, he 

was never working. He, (?) he never even been to the dump, do nothing. (LAUGHS)  

 

03.14.28 And I couldn’t, you know, all the people I worked with had left, 'cos they put a whole new 

crew. So I said I could, well you can’t prove that. Where you get the proof?  So I said, well, I 

said whatever you say, no problem.  But then some (?) other people, I called and told them, I 

said, they need to stop lying 'cos they stayed there. They said, 'cos I can tell them how many 

nights you worked late, when we didn't have no food or nothing.  

 

03.15.00 You went and made sure that we had food for people who couldn’t get no food or stuff.  He 

said, don't you want to press it? I said no.  They said don't worry, we’re gonna get to the (?) 

said we gonna really let it be known what happened down there. I don't know what the, what 

the follow-up was, but I never found out. 'Cos some of the guys at security said we know 

he’s lying. They knew him, said, we’re gonna get him.  We’re gonna get him. So I just (left?) 

it out.   

 

 JW:   Do you remember when the steam pipes broke? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.15.41 CHARLES COOK:  (MID-STATEMENT) That, I didn't think it was a terror incident. But 

the whole inner structure of New York needs to be redone. And I’ve been down in the pipe 

system. See, that’s what I’m talking about, about writing my obituary.   
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03.16.00 I have literally worked for railway express, United Parcels, Post Office, Penn Railroad, all 

good jobs, always going to a better job. 'Cos most of them were temporary or part jobs, you 

know, post office was full, full time but I didn't like it.  And then I went to transit. But doing 

my work with the Penn Railroad, I got to be down there in that inner structure. I’ve been 

down in to the (?) subbasement of New York.  

 

03.16.29 And it is boiling hot down there. That’s why you see a lot of homeless get down in there, 

because they can live warm in the wintertime. It’s built-in heat, and all those steam pipes that 

run these factories and these buildings go right through the sub. And that stuff has been down 

there for years. So (they?) of course, if you don't update it and change it, it’s gonna, it’ll cost 

a lot of money. But like I said before, all you got to do is take these non-felon crimes like 

selling some reefer and stuff like that, and tell them we got a job for you, and your part of 

probation is or whatever, to work the, fix certain inner structure of the city and stuff, or go in 

the service, you wouldn’t have all these problems.   

 

03.17.13 And it wouldn’t cost that much money. But, Oh, who am I? But yeah, I’ve seen that, and that 

you know, that’s to be expected. That’s the same thing with the water pipes and stuff when 

they break and stuff. They need to take all this cast iron and put rubberized stuff so they 

won’t, when it gets cold it won’t crack.  

 

03.17.34 They have stuff that they could do that. You know, so.  But that’s money, when they 

consider, 'cos they need to replace, so why, why put something in permanent, it means you, 

you can’t come back and replace it. That, that’s a job loss. They didn't want to patch meal or 

something, they put down a road, they put down tar when they could put down concrete. Tar 

in the winter cracks up, in the summer it softens up and comes up.  

 

03.18.04 So you got a pothole every year. Same place.  They know they’re gonna have a (?) pothole. 

They know there’s gonna be a hole in the summer. And a big hole in the winter. Same spot. 

But we got somebody working. You can build a road like that, like Hitler did when he did 

that Autobahn. You fix that road one time, you ain’t got to come back for 20 years, 30 years.   
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03.18.30 The difference in the crown and everything. The crowns in the United States I think about 12 

inches. The crown is the middle of the road. And in Germany they’re from 16 to 24 inches 

high. And the slant is such that you think it’s a straight road. It’s ain’t no, they curve it all so 

nice. You don't see no middle. No matter what they do, how you do it. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   Did you think of 9-11 when the steam pipes exploded?  

 

03.19.13 CHARLES COOK:  No. I didn't think of 9-11.  I thought of 9-11 as a fact that I knew it that 

it was asbestos.  And those people had to get out of that area.  Because this whole city is 

made up of asbestos, 'cos that was the material that they used during the building of it.  

 

03.19.31 And almost every building that you see in New York, up to a certain date, is asbestos in the 

materials.  So it’s, it’s only natural that it’s gonna happen, because (be?) asbestos all over. 

Con-Edison building is made of asbestos. And any of these, Chrysler building, the Empire 

State Building, all these are asbestos buildings, so. (CLEARS THROAT)  

 

03.19.55 It’s of course it’s gonna create a health hazard. You know?  Asbestos and the paint, lead 

paint all over, those things.  That’s only a natural reaction. See, now, if this had been 40 

years ago,  we wouldn’t even be thinking about asbestos, oh, that’s just a building go down 

that’s just dust. But now that we’re more aware of, the, you know cause and effect it’s more 

of a concern.   

 

 JW:   Anything else you’d like to talk about? 

 

03.20.30 CHARLES COOK:  Yeah, I want you to send me a picture of Emmet with his football 

uniform on. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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03.21.12 CHARLES COOK:  You know I love you, right? 

 

 JW:   Love you too. 

 

03.21.15 CHARLES COOK:  On the real side, I really do. To the camera.  I know you only use this 

word, but that’s (?) if you don't get no beer (LAUGHS).   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.21.43 CHARLES COOK:  You come to go, and I don't regret 9-11. My response to it. I really don't 

regret it. I, like the second day when I swallowed that, that stuff. And I (?) that guy and I 

looked at each other, I don’t know if he was white, black or what. But I think he was white. 

But we had so much soot on our face we couldn’t tell what we was (LAUGHS).   

 

03.22.13 And we (?) said, we, we both said it, we fucked. (LAUGHS) 'Cos we swallow all that dust.  I 

was tasting dust there for a long time.  Then I couldn’t clear my throat for the longest. It’s 

starting to get better there.  

 

03.22.30 I’m taking these vitamins every day. See. When you got this crusher, GNC, crush them pills 

up, that’s a nice little thing. It really is.  It really is a good thing. Makes it easier to swallow 

than them old horse pills. I don’t know why they had to make the pills so big. They just 

should have put less pills (?) you know, more pills, but smaller. But.   

 

03.23.00 No.  I don't regret it. I met some, some good people. Yeah.  Definitely don't regret it.  Not 

even the aftermath, you know, the sickness, I don't regret none of it.  No.  I’m glad that I 

went instead of one of my sons. You know? At this age, 36 this year.   

 

03.23.33 You know, next month, I’ll be 67. Good god almighty, 67. (STOPS)   
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03.23..47 I don't feel. I don’t know what it’s supposed to feel like, 67. When I get there, you let me 

know how I feel, 'cos I don't know how it feels like. I feel (now let me go?) maybe I’ll go 

play a game of chess today. I’m gonna get out of here (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.25.43 END OF TAPE #  CC40 
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