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PICTURE UP 

 

(OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   My dad used to have season tickets for the Nicks.  But not any more 'cos he hates 

them too.  (?)  

 

(OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

JW:   When did you first pick up with squash? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, well, (STOPS)  

 

(OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, I was uh, this little club that we were at, the Heights Casino uh, I started, it’s kind 

of like, it’s actually, it’s basically like the cultural, the center of Brooklyn Heights, more or 

less.  And kind of everyone as a kid goes there.  Like, it’s you know, the place to hang out as 

a kid.  So uh, I dn’t know, we became members when I was 4 or 5 and so I’d go there after 

school and uh, like play tennis.  And uh, everyone kind of started out playing tennis and then 

my, you know, my you know, a couple years, my little generation of squash players, uh, we 

all kind of just switched over to squash, you know, and so.  I don’t know, I just picked up a 

racket one day and I really liked it.  And just kept playing, you know, and, and it wasn’t hard 

to find time to paly, you know, 'cos I’m, I was there pretty much ever afternoon after school.  

Uh, so you know, I started playing and actually the first year uh, I started playing seriously 
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uh, just probably when I was 7 or 8.  Uh, they had just gotten in this new coach named Brian 

Patterson. And uh, he was from England.  Uh, and he’s uh, unbelievable guy.  Uh, he’s 

actually, he’s kind of become like a second father to me.  Uh, and he just really was 

incredibly inspiration guy and kind of just got me to uh, start playing like seriously.  And uh, 

so. That, that was it. 

 

JW:   Did he, do you think he saw something in your playing that made him do that, or was it just a 

combination of you guys getting along or? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, I think, I think both that.  I mean, I think we, I mean, we’ve always gotten along 

really, really well, and uh, I don’t know I gues I had some sort of talent that he saw.  Uh, but 

he’s an unbelievable coach.  But I mean, you know, he’s taught me everything that I know.  

So uh, and he’s just a really, really unbelievable guy.  And I think uh, I don’t knkow, I mean, 

he’s had an odd history. I mean, he uh, he was divorced right before he came over here, and 

he has a son, but they’re not close, and I think, I think in a kind of way he used me as his uh, 

you know, second son or you know, kin dfo like a son.  And I think he was looking for that. 

So.  I don’t know, we just always got along really, really well.   

 

JW:   So when, how old were you at the time (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   I was about, I was probably about 8, so uh, and he’s actually, he actually, he doesn’t 

coach there any more.  Uh, he coaches uh, he, a little bit in Philly uh, and he lives in England 

now 6 months of the year, so.  I don’t see him as much, but you know. Well, actually when I 

was living at Princtown uh, I uh, I went once, once or twice a week to Philly to get some 

coaching from him.  (?)  

 

JW:   He’s that good? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, he’s, I mean, he was uh, he became, as soon as he became a US citizen uh, he 

got like duel citizenship, uh, he was made the US head coach, so.  So and he’s, he’s done 
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pretty incredible things for US squash in general, so.  He’s yeah, I think he’s the best coach 

in the US at least.  So. 

 

JW:   So and uh, what was the case that you (?) you and your friends were playing tennis and just 

became like now you’re able to play squash (?) gradual? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, well, I mean, especially Kate and I.  I mean, Kate, you know, this incredible so 

like we just you know, we grew up together playing squash, you know, and uh, I actually 

remember uh, I wouldn’t say girls squash is uh, as competitive as boys’ squash.  So I 

remember uh, when we were like 9 or something, and uh, I remember her you know, doing, 

we’ve always been incredibly competitive.  Not as much any more, but when we were little 

we were very competitive.  So I think that definitely, I remember when she wa s9, she uh, 

you know, she did real well in a tournament or something, and I didn’t do so well.  And I 

remember just being incredibly you know, just determined, you know, to be as good in the 

boys as she was in the girls, 'cos I think she was, she peaked a little earlier than I did.  Uh, so 

I think that’s helped both of us. You know, just our competativeness at an early age we kind 

of like she did well, I wanted to do well, and if I did well, she wanted to do well.  So.  You 

know, I think we kind of (?) off of one another. 

 

JW:   Did you sort of set a goal for yourself? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Well, yeah, I mean, I don’t know, I never really had. The thing is that, it’s funny 

because when I was 10 uh, I uh, I don’t know, I was probably 4th or 5th best in my age group.  

And uh, I had been losing to these same kids the whole year, and, and I don’t know.  So I 

never won a tournament.  And uh, the nationals, US Nationals came around, and I’d never 

beaten this kids, these kids, never won a tournament, and all of a sudden, that weekend, 

everything clicked.  And the first tournament I ever won was the Nationals when I was 10.  

and uh, it was just, I mean, it was just incredible.  And ever since then, you know, I’ve kind 

of uh, I don’t know, I’ve kind of been the best, you know, in my age groups.  And so uh, it 

was weird, it was incredible. And it was really, really increeible.  So. 
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JW:   What do you think happened? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   I don’t know.  I really don’t know  Uh, I remember, see, I think it’s funny because I 

don’t think uh, uh, in terms of talent, in terms of actual skills, I don’t think I’m as good as a 

bunch of other players out there.  But I, I mean, I think, not just in squash, but in you know, I 

think most things I do, I just hate to lose.  You know, I really, really, really hate to lose.  So, I 

don’t know. I think just, uh, maybe I was (LAUGHS) pissed all year losing to these kids, and 

finally, I don’t know, everything just clicked.  And I can’t even explain it, so. 

 

JW:   (?) ninety-nine percent perspiration, one percent inspiration. 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, definitely. I mean, I think, definitely a lot of squash is just mental. You know, 

some kids just can’t you know, do it mentally. 

 

JW:   What do you think it requires mentally when you say that, because I know golf is (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   I think golf is more about uh, I play a lot of golf, actually.  Uh, and uh, I think golf is 

more controlling yourself, you know, at least for me.  'Cos I (?) you know, when I started 

playing golf I get easily frustrated. And I mean, it was just controlling myself.  And I think 

for squash it’s just endurance. Like mentally being able to like, 'cos I mean the thing is that 

when you a junior, like I have squash games, squash matches that can last an hour an a half.  

And an hour and a half of you know, practically sprinting, you know, is incrediblely, 

incredibally physically demanding.  And uh, you know, a lot of times, well, of course, a 

match you know, when you get into a half an hour, an hour into it uh, you know, you just 

want to you know, throw your racket down and just say (?) (LAUGHS) you know, I can’t 

you know, it’s just, I don’t want to do this any more.  'Cos (?) I mean, it actually gets to the 

point where it’s painful.  I mean, it’s tough to keep going, and I think some kids just, you 

know, give into that and just kind of let go, and some kids are able you know, uh, you know, 

I think some kids are able to just push through it and kind of, uh, you know, block out, you 

know, pain and keep going. So I think that’s a lot of it, and I think definitely it’s similar to 
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golf, you know, you can get easily frustrated as well.  It’s about uh, you know, even if you’re 

down, you know, never giving up really.  You know, and uh, so I don’t know. 

 

JW:   When did you (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Since the beginning of, I mean, our moms were basically best friends. So I’ve known 

her since I was, I don’t know, since I was born (LAUGHS). You know, uh, and I went to, I 

was actually in her class every single year for about 10 years, 'cos we both went to uh, St. 

Anne’s of Brooklyn.  And Alex, too.  Alex was basically with us every year, too.  (~JW~) 

yeah, so.  Uh, you know, they’ve kind of been, you know, my two, I mean, they’ve been 

more like family than anything. I mean, just you know, I don’t even consider them good 

friends.  I mean, I’ve grown up, I mean, I’ve grown up with them.  Uh, Alex doesn’t really 

play squash, but uh, I don’t know why.  He’s never been into it. He, well, he’s really big, I 

don’t know. Plays basketball (LAUGHS). So uh.  Yeah, I’ve grown up with them, so. 

 

JW:   Have they been helpful to you since September 11th? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah. I mean, I can’t even begin you know, to explain how incredibly helpful.  You 

know, I mean, the thing is that, I was, well, I was in Princetown, you know, on September 

11th, and so uh, that was definitely tough not having them around for you know, for a couple 

of months until I moved back.  Uh, but yeah, I mean, I’d say it’s funny because you know, 

right after September 11th, you know, and I could you know, I have a box of letters this big, 

you know, hundreds of letters, you know, that I received from people I had you know, met 

like once or twice. And uh, you know, we got, I can’t even tell you how many phone calls 

you know, and, and I realize now that I wouldn’t say it was fake, but uh, I’d say it’s, it’s, I 

think my whole family’s surprised at how little you know, uh, long term support we got from 

a lot of people.  Uh, I think that, and everyone wanted to, you know, I think everyone wanted 

to be, I think everyone that knew us, or even knew us uh, you know, briefly you know, 

wanted, wanted to feel somehow closer to September 11th, and I think that’s uh, a lot of what 

happened. I mean, I have friends that you know, were so interested and wanting to help, you 

know, right after, and then you know, quickly, you know. I mean, you can kind of uh, you 
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can’t really blame them, I mean, you know, people move on with their lives, and that’s you 

know, completely acceptable.  But uh, Kate and Alex are definitely uh, you know, the two, 

two friends that have, you know, stuck with me for uh, you know, for the long run.  I mean, 

they you know, they’re the only ones that realized that you know, you don’t realize the 

magnitude of September 11th.  And I think that’s not just because they’re friends with me, but 

because my mom was very important to them as well.  You know, my mom was uh, almost 

like mother to them as well, especially Kate.  Uh, so. You know, they lost someone, too, so. 

You know.  Definitely been incredible. 

 

JW:   They seem uh, (?) seem like you guys are really tight (?)  Uh, I also met your brother and (?) sister 

(?). 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   (LAUGHS) He’s very, very wild kid. I mean, I don’t know. 

 

JW:   He’s your adopted brother, is that right? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Right, right. Uh, (LAUGHS) (?)  

 

JW:   No, no, no (LAUGHS) I didn’t mean it like that.  It wasn’t meant like that (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah uh, yeah, I mean, we adopted him when he was uh, I think he came, well, he’s 

from Korea.  Uh, and I think he came when he was about 2 or 3 months.  Uh, and uh, yeah, 

so.  I don’t know.  Uh, it’s not really uh, big, you know, thing. 

 

JW:   No, I didn’t think (?) I was just curious. 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Right, well, I mean, yeah, clearly he’s in uh, a very, very you know, difficult situation.  

Uh, just because you know, this is about uh, you know, this is about the age for him where 

you know, he’s (STUTTER) starting to ask questions.  Or he has started already. You know, 

uh, where, you know, where am I from and, and you know, uh, or at least to my dad, you 

know, are you my real daddy and you know, stuff like that. And uh, you know, he realizes I 
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think now that you know, he looks different and it’s definitely tougher on him.  'Cos I mean, 

it’s a very confusing time with him and I don’t think he can even begin to comprehend you 

know, September 11th.  Uh, you know, I mean, it’s he, I mean, he can’t (?) understand 

September 11th like you know, like uh, like an adult.  And uh, it’s definitely a very, very 

confusing time for him. Uh, he’s definitely you know, uh, wilder.  Uh, he’s definiltely you 

know, he doesn’t really talk about it that much, but every once in a while, you know, he’ll 

say something, you know, not odd, but you know, out of place aoub it, and you know, he 

wrote this poem at school about it.  And it’s just, I mean, he’s clearly very you know, 

confused.  Uh, you know, but overall, I think even you know, he’s handled things very well.  

My sister’s been unbelievable. I mean, she’s incredible.  Uh, you know, for a 10 year old girl, 

she’s really great. I mean, she’s definitely the most mature 10 year old I’ve ever met.  You 

know, uh, even before, I mean, even before September 11th, she’s just a very mature girl.  

 

JW:   She seems that way. 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, she’s I mean, she’s been pretty incredible.  Uh, so. 

 

JW:   And you guys are now, tell me about uh, you’re Brooklyn born and bred, love Brooklyn, tell me 

about that, and then you guys switched. 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Man, well, uh, well, yeah, so I grew up in this house uh, in Brooklyn from you know, 

'til I was uh, 'til I was 15.  and uh, you know, I come home one day and my parents are sitting 

in the kitchen and you know, we have something to talk to you about. I’m just like, ok.  And 

uh, uh, you know, they go you know, we’re moving.  And I just, I actually, I kind of just 

laughed, 'cos I thought, I thought they were just you know, screwing around with me.  And I 

was like, that’s funny guys.  And they’re like no, we’re like, we’re moving. And I was like 

you know, it was horrible. I mean, it’s, I think they had talked about moving a couple of 

times before that.  Uh, so it wasn’t a completely foreign idea to me, but uh, but I mean, it was 

horrible. (?)  

 

JW:   Why are they deciding to move, and why was it horrible? 
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NICK CHIRLS:   I think, I think that uh, I think there were two main reasons.  I think one they, they 

were simply just sick of the city. I mean, they’d been in the city for you know, several 

decades.  And uh, they were just sick of it.  They wanted to live a different, you know, 

quieter life.  Uh, and two, I think that they were definitely financial aspects to the situation 

that uh, I don’t even know the full extent of, but uh, I think they thought it would be much 

cheaper living in uh, in Princeton.  And uh, (LAUGHS) the funny thing is that it actually 

didn’t end up being cheaper at all uh, because uh, one of the assumptions they made was that 

uh, the public schools in Princeton are known for being the best public schools in New Jersey 

or even the country.  Uh, and so they figured if they put all of us public school and you 

know, much lower taxes and everything else, uh, but what ended up happening is uh, we 

moved uh, and I went to Princeton High School.  And it was not a good school.  Uh, it was 

very disappointing.  It was not a good academically it was not a good school.  Uh, and I 

think, and I had high expectations coming from Hunter, which is a very, very good school.  

Uh, but I was not happy there, I wasn’t learning there.  Uh, I think, I think I was like on a 

completely different level than the kids there.  Uh, just in terms of uh, you know, just being I 

think being a lot more street smart and leading a completely different life.  Uh, and so 

actually by the end of uh, the first year, Dillon, Cindy and I had all enrolled in private 

schools (LAUGHS) So uh, you know it ended up really not being a good situation. Uh, but I 

guess to backtrack, so I mean, it was horrible because (STOPS)  

 

JW:   Well, I can, let me give you some parallels.  When I was 12 years old, my (?) when I was 12 years 

old, my uh, dad had a heart attack and (STOPS)  

 

(OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

JW:   So my dad had a heart attack and the decision was made (?) the decision was made for our family 

to move to Nova Scotia, which is from Washington, DC to Nova Scotia, which is a place that 

we used to go in the summertime.  It was a great place, but it was a pretty backwards 

existence from what it was, and what (?) like Washington, DC sort of fast lane to deer 

hunting in Nova Scotia.  You know, and not a lot of education.  So I caem in there and you 
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suggested just a second a go that academically there was a difference.  I came into (?) kind of 

like maybe it gave me a little break and I didn’t mind as much and I knew (?) alternative, but 

academically it was not as good either.  Uh, and it was hard, also because I had to, I did the 

reverse on the way back.  Went from when I was 18, they pulled me out of high school in 

11th grade and brought me back here and put me into private school.  So I know what that 

feeling of being . 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, I mean, well, uh, it’s funny because you know, I went to Princeton  high school 

and you know, the first couple of months I was like, man this is great (LAUGHS). You 

know, came home, didn’t really have much homework. You know, I was getting A’s with 

you know, little work at all.  And you know, I thought it was great, and uh, (LAUGHS) I was 

acltaly very happy.  And I wasn’t very  happy, but I was getting by, you know?  And uh, and 

you know, but by you know, halfway through the year, three quarters through the year, I 

realize, you know, I haven’t learned anything. You know, I haven’t learned anything since 

I’ve been here.  And ended up being just incredibly boring.  You know what I mean?  I mean, 

I was, it was easy and I was getting you know, it wasn’t much work but you know, I wasn’t 

learning anything.  And uh, you know, I figured this is just you know, it’s too boring. It’s just 

a waste of my time, you know?  So uh, definitely (?)  

 

JW:   So what did you do?  You said you (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   I mean, yeah, they knew I wasn’t happy there and uh, it’s actually funny because I 

would have stayed there, but uh, there’s a school called Lawrenceville, I don’t know if 

you’ve ever heard of it (~JW~) It’s actually a boarding school.  It’s a right town over from 

Princeton, and uh, you know, I’d (STUTTER) pass a couple of times, I thought you know, 

it’s a cool school, but I didn’t really look into it at all.  And then uh, at a squash tournament 

uh, they, they have a squash team there. And uh, their squash (?) squash coach came up to me 

and said, you know, I’d love you to come by Lawrenceville, take a look. You know, and I 

went and I really liked it.  And you know, I said, you know, I’m not happy at Princeton High 

School.  You know, I’m not learning anything.  I might as well, you know, I might as well.  

Uh, just go to Lawrenceville.  And so that’s what I did.  So uh, uh, so I ended up enrolling in 
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Lawrenceville at the beginning of the 11th grade and uh, I guess we can go into that later. 

(~JW~)  So I was there when you know, September 11 happened.  And that was another just 

very awkward you know, experience,  but uh.  (~JW~) So anyway, yeah, so we moved and 

uh, again, you know, I was leaving my friends, you know, leaving Brooklyn Heights, which 

you know, I’ve always really, really loved.  I (?) the Heights Casino.  Uh, you know, leaving 

my city life, you know, existence and you know, going to. I mean, given, Princetown isn’t 

that bad. I mean, it’s you know, it’s a college town and I actually knew a bunch of kids at uh, 

Princeton because you know, again, squash.  Uh, you know, it could have been wores.  But 

uh, I mean, it was not fun.  And I what I ended up doing is uh, almost every weekend taking 

the train into the city and uh, you know, just to be with friends and hang out.  Uh, actually  

well, my girlfriend also, I had a girlfriend uh, at Hunter and she uh, you know, she lived in 

the city.  So that was kind of uh, you know, a big deal.  Uh, but uh. 

 

JW:   So you’d travel in the city go out for the weekend? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Right, I’d go in the city. She’d, you know, friends would come to Princeton.  You 

know, but again, that was you know, kind of like you know, at first everyone was like oh, 

yeah, we’ll come to Princeton all the time, visit you and then you know, like a couple of 

months down you know, oh, come on it’s you know, it’s so far (LAUGHS).  Just come to the 

city, we’re all here.  You know, and uh, I don’t really mind. I mean, I wanted you know, I’d 

rather be in the city anyway, but uh.  But again, I mean, it was just I mean, I was just isolated 

from everyone.  I ended up you know, I ended up kind of viewing this like you know, I uh, I 

commuted you know, during the weekdays to school.  And then I would go home on 

weekends to the city.  You know, that’s what you know, I just kind of lived in this very odd 

kind of like world of you know, denial or you know, so.  I mean, that was hard.  But uh, you 

know, even my sister, you know, she was not learning anything in her school.  So I ended up 

going to Lawrenceville, which I actually I was, it was a boarding school but uh, it was a town 

over so I ended up uh, being a day student.  The worst thing about living at Princeton, 

actually, was just uh, not being able to get around.  You know, that you know, uh, coming 

from the city where you’re so independent, you know.  I mean, you can get anywhere on the 

subway or buses or whatever, you know, going to Princeton where I just could not get 
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around. You know, I just uh, very dependend on others for transportation, going to school.  

Actually going to school, I walked but you know, it’s a good, you know, it’s like 2 miles, you 

know, or you know, a mile and a half or something to school.  Uh, so that was not fun.  And 

uh, I guess I could have (?) rode my bike, but it was another one of those things where it’s 

just like I’m determined (LAUGHS) not to become that kid who like rides you know, rides 

his bike around and like you know, suburban=ville.  So I actually never ended up riding my 

bike anywhere.  Uh, so I walked to school.  Uh, you know, I walked to the squash courts, 

which were another you know, ways you know. And every once in while uh, we actually had 

a baby sitter, uh, who’s been with us actually for like 10 years.  Uh, and she moved with us to 

Princeton.  Uh, so she was around, I would get rides from here. But it was still just I hated 

that feeling being dependent.  You know, on people for transportation.  So that was definitely 

very difficult, but uh, I think it would have, I definitely think it would have been a very 

different experience if uh, if I were a year older and able to drive, you know?  Uh, I think (?) 

that’s the way it worked out, so. 

 

JW:   Uh, I’m gonna take a leap here.  You seem like, you seem uh, like a very determined person.  

When you set your mind to something, like not riding your bike (LAUGHS).  You uh, you 

sort of follow that through.  Would you say that’s true? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Definitely.  I mean, I, I’d actually you know, I’d say I get it from my mom.  Uh, 

actually I don’t know, I don’t know if, I don’t atually think I gave it to Danielle.  Uh, I gave 

her my eulogy. Uh, I don’t know if you read it.  Uh, and uh, (~JW~) well, actually uh, did 

she tell you about the bird? 

 

JW:   Oh, yeah, I want to. 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   I want to talk about that. Yeah, that’s incredible thing. 

 

JW:   You want to talk about it (?)  
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NICK CHIRLS:   (~JW~) Uh, 'cos one of the things, I mean, one of the things I said in my eulogy is you 

know, I guess a year or two ago.  Or, no, not a year ago, I’d say several years ago.  Uh, you 

know, I think my mom and I, we were just talking and I kind of just came up with this 

question, you know, why try?  You know, uh, I don’t know, I think I was frustrated over 

something or you know, I wanted to say, like you know, forget it, I don’t, I don’t feel like 

doing it.  And you know, I go like you know, what’s you know, what, who really cares about 

this one thing, or you know, like even anything?  You know, I don’t knkow, I guess, maybe I 

was depressed about something (LAUGHS) or you know, frustrated.  Or, I was clearly very 

frustrated over something. And uh. 

 

JW:   You said it might been about (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Or maybe it was a paper, I don’t know. You know, maybe, yeah, maybe I’d written 

(~JW~) a bad paper, yeah something like that.  And uh, you know, she said something that 

I’ll never forget.  And uh, that she said something that I think you know, has kind of taught 

me to live the way I live.  Uh, she said, you know, we, we try to open doors for ourselves.  

And uh, you know, it’s not, it’s not a matter of you know, uh, it’s not a matter of you know, 

what’s gonna come, it’s a matter of like giving yourself options.  You know, she goes, I don’t 

care, you know, if like say like if you go to college.  You know, I don’t care if you go you 

know, to Harvard or to you know, Brooklyn Community College, you know.  It’s a matter of 

giving yourself that option. You know, and you know, she said, you know, I don’t want you 

to go through life you know where you have to do something.  I want you to go through life 

where you have options and then you choose, you know, that thing that you want.  And uh, 

you know, I think that’s, that had an incredible impact on me.  You know, I mean, I, I try to 

do everything to the you know, the best that I can. And whether it’s squash or school or 

whatever. I mean, you know, I, I try not to limit myself.  You know, and I don’t know, i 

guess or maybe that’s you know, a little cliché, but I don’t know I think it’s true.  You know, 

I mean, I think that, I mean, I think that was her outlook on life and I think that she tried to 

instill that you know, in me. So. 
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JW:   (?) So uh, I wanted to talk about September 11th needless to say.  Uh, if I could ask you to uh, do 

me the favor of kind of taking me back with you to where you were on that day. And you 

know part of what it is, a sort of way it can describe it is sort of in the feelings that putting 

the uh, sort of use the five senses.  What were you seeing what were you hearing, what were 

you smelling, what were you, is that, I mean, it’s totally kind of (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, well, uh, well I was at Lawrenceville.  And uh, I remember. 

 

JW:   What about the morning when you woke up, do you remember (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Nothing uh, no, it’s just another day.  Uh, so I remember going to school.  Uh, I was 

in uh, the thing is that I had only been at Lawrenceville for maybe a week, maybe.  You 

know, so it was all very new to me, I didn’t really know anyone.  Uh, so I remember being 

uh, you know, maybe I don’t know, I think it was like, kind of like computer room (?) kind 

of thing, doing some research for some class.  And uh, I remember, I remember just hearing 

some announcement like uh, you know, uh, everyone we’re gonna have a schoolwide 

assembly in 15 minutes. And uh, so everyone, you don’t have to go to your next class.  Go to 

the assembly hall.  And I actually remember thinking like, all right that’s fine (LAUGHS) 

you know, I don’t have to go to math class or whatever.  And uh, you know, I was kind of uh, 

I wasn’t excited about it but I was like, all right, no big deal.  Uh, and uh, and then about a 

minute later uh, the same woman gets on the uh, on the you know, PA system and goes, 

actually, everyone you know, basically stop what you’re doing, go to the assembly hall now.  

And you know, I wasn’t, I wasn’t you know, scared, you know, or anything like that. But, but 

it was just odd.  You know, I remember thinking to myself, that you know, something’s just a 

little odd, you know?  Uh, 'cos there was definitely, I sensed some sort of, something in her 

voice, you know, that’s just not right.  Uh, and so whatever, I got up and uh, everyone was 

uh, everyone in school was walking over to the assembly hall.  Uh, and uh, I remember, I 

remember hearing someone say something about a plane.  Uh, I think crashing. I don’t know, 

I don’t know if I heard crashing, but something about a plane.  And uh, I think at that point I 

realized that something was wrong.  You know, uh, uh, I wasn’t, I don’t think I was really 

scared at that point or uh, or you know, fearful that something you know, happened to me, 
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you know, or my family.  But uh, but I think I clearly thought that something was wrong.  

Uh, so continued walking over and uh, and actually I think I saw someone crying and some 

kid, you know, walking away from the assembly hall kind of very flustered.  Uh, and then 

yeah, then I knew something was very wrong.  And uh, I walked up.  Actually  really the 

only person I I really knew at that time was actually  the squash coach.  Uh, 'cos, just 'cos I 

had been you know, close to him in terms of getting into the school.  Uh, you know, 'cos he 

you know, he kind of recruited me.  Uh, but uh, I went up to him and I said, you know, 

what’s you know, what’s going on?  And he goes, he, h e actually didn’t know that my mom 

worked in the World Trade Center but he knew that my mom worked uh, in the city 

somenhwere. So I think, I think he was a little nervous but telling me.  But uh, I don’t think 

anything big.  And he goes a plane hit the World Trade Center.  And uh, you know, I can’t 

even explain.  I mean, I don’t think, I can’t explain in words you know, how incredibly just 

scared I felt. I mean, just scared and nervous.  Uh, not really sad, just you know, scared and 

nervous.  And I remember, I remember shaking. Just, my legs just really just shaking.  Uh, 

and uh, you know, it was tough for me because it was a relatively new job for my mom, and I 

knew she worked in the World Trade Center, but I didn’t know which building, I didn’t know 

what floor.  So I think even at that point, you know, I think my whole life, I went through life 

you know, thinking nothing could ever happen to me.  And I think even at that point, I was 

like, you know, my mom can’t be dead.  You know, uh, so even at that point I don’t think I 

you know, expected my mom to you know, be gone.  Uh, but uh, so anyway, I was just, I 

don’t know.  It’s kind of like, it’s so vivid and yet it’s like a blurr.  You know what I mean. 

Everything’s just like big blur, but you rmember like little things.  Uh, I remember walking, I 

still, I walked into the assembly hall with everyone else.  Uh, and I kind of just stood, I didn’t 

go and sit down, I just stood in the back.  Uh, and I have a cell phone now, I don’t think I had 

my cell phone that day for some reason.  Uh, so I don’t think I could, I think I would have 

maybe called my mom on her cell phone, but I didn’t at that point.  Uh, so I walked into the 

assembly hall and everyone kind of sat, everyone sat down by this point.  And uh, the head 

master gets up to speak.  And he says uh, you know, at so and so time, eight fifty-something 

uh, you know, a plane hit World Trade, you know, World Trade South uh, and that didn’t 

really mean anything to me at that point.  Uh, and then he goes at, you know, fifteen minutes 

later or something, uh, a second plane hit World Trade Center North.  At that point I was just 
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like, everything was getting worse. You know, I mean, the odds were looking, the odds you 

know, for my mom being alive were looking worse and wores at that point.  And uh, then he 

goes, you know, uh, our nation is under attack.  Uh, and it, they were just very strong words. 

And uh, that was it.  I just completely, I completely broke down.  Uh, I walked out and I sat 

down and I just started crying.  And uh, it was just really, really, really tough because I was 

at a new school in you know, a state I didn’t feel comfortable with.  Uh, and you know, I 

think about it now and I really wish I was at Hunter with you know, I wish I could have you 

know, took a cab home or walked home and you know, went and cried with Kate and Alex or 

you know, my family or our family friends in Brooklyn Heights.  I think it would have been a 

very different experience, but I you know, I just, uh, I was very alone and I sat down on this 

little bench and I just cried.  And uh, I don’t know. I think, I think my squash coach found me 

at some point, and uh, he had a cell phone.  So uh, I think I called my moms a few times and 

I just got her answering machine.  Uh, which actually I mean, it wasn’t that odd, because she 

never answered her phone anyway (LAUGHS).  Uh, so.  The thing is I just didn’t know. I 

didn’t know anything because I didn’t know where she was. I don’t know what building she 

was in.  Uh, so my squash coach gave me a ride home.  Uh, and I go home and no one’s 

crying but it’s just a certain hysteria. You know, where everyone’s just so, so nervous. Uh, 

my sister, I don’t think, was home at this point. Uh, it was actually this baby sitter of ours.  

And she was just god, I’ve never seen someone so scared in my life.  You know, my mom 

basically when my baby sitter or uh, our baby sitter you know, came from the Philippines, 

my mom more or less took her in and took her whole family in.  uh, so my mom was again, 

like a mother to her.  Uh, so I’ve just never seen someone so scared in my life.  I mean, she 

so I whatever, I went (STOPS) 

 

JW:   How did that make you feel? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Even more nervous. I mean, it’s funny because like I don’t know, I mean, I didn’t cry 

that much. I haven’t cried that much, you know?  Since September 11th.  Uh, and I you know, 

I’ve felt guilty for you know, uh, for many months and for you know, even today a little bit, 

but not as much any more.  Just about you know, you know, am I not crying because I didn’t 

love my mom as much, or you know, something along those lines. But you know, I, I think 
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I’ve come to realize that you know, people deal with things differently. And I think my 

reaction more than anything has just been one of you know, a feeling of numbness.  You 

know, I’ve just felt very, very numb since September 11th and you know, certain emotions 

really aren’t there anymore.  And uh, you know, I cry but you know, that’s not my typical 

response. I was, that, that whole day I cried, but more than anything I was just you know, I 

was not even there. You know what I mean?  I you know, went into my own little world and 

you know, and you know, I felt like I wasn’t even there.  You know, I like I was experience 

something from up above or you know, from some other place.  

 

JW:   (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Defintely.  You know, I think that’s uh, that’s been one of the biggest problems for 

me, just you know, I’ve you know, I have psychiatrists and you know, I talk to her about 

things, and you know, I just feel like certain, certain, certain emotions were taken away that 

day.  You know, uh.  I can’t change that.  You know, but uh, so I went home. 

 

JW:   Yeah, and I think uh, I think people react differently in different situations in different ways.  Uh, 

but I think that’s sor of part of the norm. (?) depends on who you are.  And I also think that it 

just depends on where you are emotionally (?) this person. 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   The thing is that (STOPS)  

 

(OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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PICTURE UP 

 

JW:      What I was gonna say was uh, uh, I think people have different reactions based on their 

experience or where they are with that person at that time.   I know you know, I mentioned to 

you yesterday, my mom passed away about a year, year and a half (?) And I have 4 older 

brothers, I’m the youngest of 5 boys.  So uh, what I didn’t realize at the time I had a very 

immediate reaction, and then emotional reaction and then uh, and then I kind of, I was sort of 

half and half (?) 'cos she had a period of when she was, she was (?) Uh, but a lot of people (?) 

funeral it was kind of odd that I was the only one that wasn’t emotionally overwhelmed and I 

was (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, actually I have uh, my English teacher at Lawrenceville uh, I became really 

close with.  Uh, for I don’t know how it happened, but you know, one day we kind of just 

started talking, and uh, I became very close with him. And he kind of became like I don’t 

know, semi-mentor, I think, to me.  Uh, and he had a very similar reaction to me.  And he, he 

lost his mother when he was uh, I think 17?  Uh, and he remembers being at uh, being at his 

mom’s funeral and he had three older brothers. They, one had fought in Vietnam uh, tough 

guys.  And they uh, brother, his older brother was giving a speech and couldn’t finish it 

because he was so broken up.  And he came up, 17 and you know, read it with, without a 

problem, you know?   Uh, and he told me he didn’t cry at all, you know, the funeral and a 

long time.  And uh, you know, he said he, he also felt you know, a certain sort of guilt, you 

know, (?) did I not you know, love her as much my three older brothers, or you know?  

Something along those lines.  And uh, and so I definitely you know, kind of you know, 

bonded with him.  And uh, you know, he said that it kind of took him a really long time to, to 

really be uh, really like open about it uh, you know, he said he didn’t cry for years.  You 

know, so.  Definitely, I mean, I think just people have different responses, and uh, I think that 

my mom was the more (STOPS) Guess we can, I don’t know, again, this is later, but my 

mom was definitely the more uh, emotional one.  Uh, and my dad is not nearly as emotional.  

And uh, I think that overall, since September 11th, I think there are kind of two sides to post-

September 11th for a family like us that’s been so uh, you know, so directly impacted.  Uh, I 
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think that there’s the administrative side and the emotional side.  And I think you know, 

basically after September 11th in terms of like you know, the relief fund and all that, I mean, 

the administrative side was a full time job.  Uh, and my dad, you know, was incredible 

(LAUGHS) you know, at it.  You know, I mean, he uh, he did everything perfectly, you 

know, in terms of uh, I can’t think of you know many people that could have you know, not 

only done all of this, but also moved his entire family at the same time. I mean, he was 

unbelievable.  You know?  In terms of the administrative side of things.  And then in terms of 

the emotional side of things, I think he’s been you know, sub par.  Uh, I think that my mom 

uh, I always kind of think to myself, you know, I even talked to my dad about it, you know?  

If, if he had died, and she was still alive,  how my mom would have dealt with things 

differently.  And I think that she wouldn’t have been nearly as good, you know, in terms of 

the administrative side of things?  But in terms of the emotional side of things, I think she 

would have been ten times better.  And I think that uh, you know, to this day, you know, if 

my dad had died, we’d still be in Princeton and you know, my brother, sister and I and my 

mom would go home every night and hug and cry together. You know, to this day, a year 

later (LAUGHS).  I think that that’s what my mom’s response would have been.  And I think 

my dad’s response would have been, I don’t know, more typical male. You know, I think 

male response.  Uh, in terms of just you know, keeping a lot of stuff in and uh, he was trying 

to like you know, you don’t remembering it but at the same time you know, really trying to 

move on.  Uh, so I think that, you know, that hasn’t helped, you know, me in terms of you 

know, emotional side of things.  But uh, (~JW~)  

 

JW:   I think fathers do the same thing in terms of (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Oh, definitely. I mean, you know, that’s just you know, it’s the circumstances.  It’s 

you know, it’s the way it’s worked out. But uh, you know, it’s kind of been tough.  Uh, and 

uh, so.  (STOPS)  

 

JW:   Do you think he’s having a hard time?  I mean, of course he is, don’t get me wrong.  
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NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, I mean, he, of course.  Uh, but he’s had a very, very uh, interesting uh, I think (?) 

last 11 months.  Uh, it’s kind of hard for me to talk about, but uh.  He’s uh, he’s kind of 

involved with another woman.  And uh, she was actually Kate’s mother was uh, was one of 

my mom’s best friend.  And my mom, I’d say my mom, really my mom’s best friend was 

this woman named Bobbie.  Uh, and I think, the thing is that my dad really doesn’t have any 

friends.  Uh, you know, he’s not, he’s not that guy who you know, you know, will go out 

with the guys and you know, get some beers?  (LAUGHS) You know?  I mean, he’s never 

been that person. And uh, I think he’s always found not only you know, like in terms of you 

know, like you know, a companion like a lover, like uh, the woman in his life has always 

been kind of his best friend as well. You know?  Uh, and so I mean, of course uh, you know, 

it was incredibly on September 11th he lost his wife and he lost his best friend. Uh, and about 

2 months, maybe uh, I’d say about 2 months uh, after September 11th, he uh, I don’t know, I 

guess he started dating this woman, Bobbie.  It was my mom’s best friend.  Uh, and I think 

she was really, really the only person that, that he could really uh, find uh, you know, 

significant comfort in.  uh, and so they’ve become increasingly close. And uh, uh, you know, 

I don’t know, I don’t know what’s gonna end up happening, but uh, you know, it’s all been 

kind of complicated (LAUGHS). (~JW~) Yeah, I mean, it’s uh, I definitely don’t think that’s 

helped you know, my relationship with him.  Uh, you know, I think it’s definitely uh, a 

heated (LAUGHS) topic between him and I. 

 

JW:   Do you guys talk about it? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:    Yeah, we talk but (STOPS) There’s certain uh, (STOPS) For better or for worse, I 

think he only finds a certain amount of comfort in his children.  Uh, and given it’s 

understandable, I can never imagine how hard I mean,, it’s incredibly hard to be a single 

parent, you know, especially when you know, the other parent is not around at all.  You 

know, you are the only parent.  Uh, and especially with a 6-year old like Dillon who is a very 

tough kid, you know, to uh, to raise (LAUGHS).  Uh, and he definitely had a very tough job.  

But nonetheless,  you know, that’s life. That is his job now.  Uh, and I think that (LAUGHS) 

He does, he does certain things that maybe I don’ think should have been done.  Uh, uh, I 

don’t know, I mean, I don’t really, I don’t really think of it as you know, too soon, getting 
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involved too soon, 'cos I, I don’t know. I mean, a lot of people say that, but I kind of think of 

it as like you know, what is too soon?  I mean, you know, September 11th and (?) you can 

never you know, explain.  No one expected it and, and everyone, so again, everyone’s you 

know, response to it is gonna be different.  His response is different. And so I don’t think of 

it as too soon, but I think that a lot of the time he says that his children come first, but uh, a 

lot of the time that, that is uh, contradicted with this new woman in his life.  And I mean, it’s 

hard, it’s hard to balance the two.  But uh, you know, nonetheless, the children should come 

first and uh, I don’t know. I think, I think actually in the long run it’ll be very good for my 

brother and sister, especially for my brother.  I mean, for my brother, I mean, he’s young 

enough that she could end up you know, maybe one day being his mom.  You know, being 

really his mom.  Uh, for my sister, I mean, you know, my mom will always be her mom 

(LAUGHS).  You know, but Bobbie could nonetheless, I mean, be uh, you know, good for, 

good for her, an important person in her life.  Uh, you know, I think that especially you 

know, you know, Cindy’s 10 and she’s a girl, and you know, she’ll, you know, she’s got 

(LAUGHS) her girl stuff.  'Cos she’s definitely I mean, one day you know, she’s you know, 

getting close to puberty and that’s definitely be a tough time.  And definitely having uh, 

having a woman you know, there will be good for her. Uh, but you know, for me it’s a 

different story and for me it’s kind of uh, it’s just, it’s just odd. You know, 'cos (~JW~) I 

mean, it kind of sucks (LAUGHS).  You know, just 'cos I don’t really know this person that 

well.  Uh, and I don’t really want to know this person that well (LAUGHS).  Uh, so.  I mean, 

it’s difficult.  And uh, I think, I think often my you know, my dad has certain contradictions 

that, that is tough or are tough to balance for him.  So.  It’s a whole, like I could go on for 

hours. (~JW~)  

 

JW:   It sounds like it also puts you in a position of uh, you know, growing up quick. 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, definitely. I mean, I think you know, clearly I mean, he’ll go out with Bobbie 

and you know, I’m staying home with the kids (LAUGHS), you know, and babysitting. And 

you know, while he’s going out with this  girlfriend.  You know, so it’s definitely just an odd 

situation.  You know, I feel, I do feel like uh, you know, the father at sometimes.  Uh.  But I 

mean, it’s, it’s tough because he, he really is a great father.  And you know, he’s done really, 
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really great.  But you know, every once in a while, I think uh, he does certain things that are 

wrong.  I mean, uh, his, his view is that his children come first, but at the same time, he’s not 

gonna let them uh, run his life.  I kind of think that if your children come first, at the same 

time they’re going to run your life.  Uh, and so I think that’s just you know, I think that’s 

something that we disagree about.  And uh, you know, I don’t know if this can be fixed 

(LAUGHS).  So.   

 

JW:   (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Definitely.  You know, I, I (STOPS) I think uh, again, I mean, I think if it was the 

other way around, I think I would have, I think my mom would have found greater comfort 

in her kids, and I think that uh, I would have more emotional support you know, I don’t think 

I you know, I don’t know.  I don’t know, I don’t think he necessarily just knows how to even, 

you know, deal with it,  you know, emotionally.  So.  Definitely. I mean, you know, even 

getting back you know, to what we were talking about before, you know, in terms of you 

know, being at Lawrenceville, you know, I definitely just felt very alone.  I mean, I think, I 

think that even you know, I think that even through this whole thing, like uh, it’s funny but I, 

I, I mean, I don’t know any other person at all that’s been involved you know, in terms of 

that’s lost a family member on September 11th.  And uh. (~JW~)  

 

JW:   Is that your choice? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, I think if, I mean, yeah, I kind of. I mean, I think that on one hand, yeah, I haven’t 

gone out and looked you know, for, for you know, support in that sense.  But at the same 

time, you know, given my circumstances, uh, I didn’t really have a chance.  Like you know, 

Dalton?  You don’t know Dalton?  It’s, it’s uh, a private school on uh, I think on like 90th 

street, it’s one, I think it’s probably the most uh, prestigious private school in, in the city.  

And uh, you know, it’s, you know, wealthy kids are going there.  And so, you know, most of 

their parents worked in the financial world, and I think it’s something around, somewhere 

close to 30 kids lost uh, parents in September 11th  uh, just from Dalton alone.  So just in that 

sense, I mean, I’m sure that, I don’t know, but I’m sure that a lot of them have found a 
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certain degree of comfort you know, with their classmates.  You know, that have also lost 

parents, and given I was in New Jersey and you know, not living in the city and just certain 

circumstances, I have never come in contact with you know, another kid that lost a parent.  

Uh, so (~JW~)  

 

JW:   My question may have sounded negative, didn’t, wasn’t meant to sound negative, but I meant (?) 

would you like (?) do you think? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, the thing is, it’s again I’m not like, I’m not gonna go out and look for it.  You 

know what I mean?  I just something about it, you know, just doesn’t sound right.  But you 

know if I happen to meet another person I think you know, I think that’d be cool.  I mean, I 

think it’d be good.  And I think that I’d find a certain amount of comfort, you know in that.  

Uh, but I think, I think as long as it’s just me, I think that like you know, there’s so many 

family you know, that lost people in New Jersey and like Connecticut and all that, that you 

know, people usually don’t pay attention to.  But that, it must be tough for it, just because 

you know, they’re not in a city, they’re not really like you know, their a part, you know, 

they’re a part of the whole September 11th thing because they lost this person, but like at the 

same time they’re living kind of outside of it, and it’s definitely you know, got to feel a little 

lonely, you know?  So. 

 

JW:   What (?) getting back a little bit to a (?) question I was asking you before about the day and all 

that, uh, when did you find out for sure?  (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Right, well, the thing is like you know, we’ve never you know, to this day, we’re not 

you know, we’ve you know, we’ve had no, you know, they didn’t find any you know, parts 

or uh, anything like that. So no one, no one has told us, you know, Kathryn Chirls died in the 

World Trade Center.  Uh, but when I got home uh, I watched the TV and uh, my dad 

actually, as soon as he heard uh, tried to drive into the city.  Uh, so I got, he didn’t, he didn’t 

get through uh, luckily actually , because it would have been uh, it wouldn’t have been right 

if you know, all of us were home all the kids, and he would have been away.  I don’t, I don’t 

think that’s definitely not his fault.  It’s just you know, first reaction he went.  But yeah, I 
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think it ended up being good that actually he didn’t get through.  Uh, and so I think about 

maybe 15, 20 minutes after I got home, I was just, I actually, I just remember being in my 

room uh, just you know, just watching TV.  I remember thinking, actually, it’s funny 'cos I 

don’t know, I’ve always, I think I’ve always been like, kind of like paranoid person.  And I 

always kind of like pictured uh, you know, losing a parent.  I don’t know why, it’s a weird 

thing.  'Cos like honestly (LAUGHS) like, I think that when I was 15 in Brooklyn Heights, I 

know I didn’t have a perfect life, you know, I think that’s something ridiculous.  But I was 

very happy.  You know, and I, I was, I’m kind of, and I always was that kid who was like 

you know, this can’t be (LAUGHS). It’s like too good to be true you know what I mean?  

And uh, I definitely, I think I always pictured kind of like something bad happening.  I don't 

know why.  I don t know, I think I was just, I don’t’ know, maybe I was just paranoid 

(LAUGHS) person.  Uh, (~JW~)  

 

JW:   You know, I’ve always pictured having a mentally disabled child. 

 

NICK CHIRLS:    Yeah. I mean, I think it’s just (~JW~) one of those things. 

 

JW:   I haven’t had a child yet, but I’ve always (?)  

 

(SIMULTANEOUS CONVERSATION)  

 

JW:   You know, I have a little brother who has a mental disability, and I’ve always had a fear of that.  

And (?) sometimes you just (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   I think it’s just one of those things, you know, you just, it’s just one of those things 

you think about, and so I, I think it was just one of those things I thought about.  And uh, I 

remember thinking you know, what’s happened?  You know?  It’s weird, 'cos on one hand, 

you know, even to this day, you know, I think this couldn’t have happened to me you know 

what I mean?  And like, you know, like sitting here talking about this like, you know. 

 

JW:   You don’t even feel like you’re here? 
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NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah.  I mean, it’s just you know, it’s just odd.  You know?  'Cos I,  I really thought 

that this couldn’t happen to me.  And uh, you know, but on the other hand, you know, that 

day I was you know, I said, it’s finally happened.  You know, and uh, still at that point, 'cos 

my babysitter didn’t even know what, what floor she worked on or what building she was 

gonna (?).  You know, I mean, I, I remember thinking to myself, you know, maybe she was 

just on like the 4th floor and she walked out.  You know?  Uh, uh, so my dad got home finally 

and uh, you know, he said that she worked in the first building on 104th floor.  And so that 

was just you know, a blow.  You know, to say the least.  Uh, especially because you know, 

all through that day we kept we’re you know, at least my dad and I were kind of like, you 

know, trying to picture you know, where she was, what’s it like what, we’re trying to figure 

out what side she was on. If the plane uh, and I think we kind of determined uh, couple hours 

later that, that she was probably right about where the plane hit.  Maybe a couple of floors 

up.  Uh, so the thing is you know, everyone, you know, after September 11th I remember 

hearing so many times, you know, well, you have to have hope, you know, or you know, you 

got to hope.  But I don’t think we really ever had that much hope, you know?  Uh, I don’t, I 

don’t know if that’s a bad thing, but I don’t think we, I think we always you know, we really 

kind of you know, from, from the beginning that she wasn’t gonna make it.  You know, and 

uh, you know, I remember, I remember uh, you know, I think we all went swimming just to 

kind of like do something.  And uh, I remember just talking to my dad and just you know, 

you know, him just saying, you know, I don’t think she made it, you know?  And uh, you 

know, I, I think we just all, we all knew.  Uh, and I think, I think we kind of all set a 

deadline, that if she didn’t call by you know, by the end of the day, that I don’t think you 

know, there’s any way.  Uh, but nonetheless, my dad and I, we woke up uh, early the next 

morning, we went to the city, took the train in the city.  And uh, we actually met Bobbie 

(LAUGHS) uh, and we just went from hospital to hospital.  Uh, combing everywhere, doing 

everything. You know, and uh, it was weird, but I, you know, I felt good being in the city 

that day, you know?  I felt like, you know, 'cos I was kind of, I was thinking about uh, not 

going with my dad, just staying home.  But uh, I felt good being there, you know?  I mean, I 

felt like I should be there, and you know.  You know, I mean, it was just, you know I can’t 
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remember like individual days you know, for the weeks after September 11th but it was all 

just, you know horrible for me. (LAUGHS) Really horrible. 

 

JW:   Did you and your dad (?) actually cry and say (?)    

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, right when he got home uh, I was in my room, he came up to my room, opened 

the door and you know, wouldn’t say anything. You know, we just, I just, we just hugged and 

cried.  For uh, a while (LAUGHS).  You know, uh.  It was just really, it was, I mean, I was 

scared and you know, he was just to see him scared was really, really uh, tough for me.  He 

was very scared. (?) we were all very scared.  Uh, (STOPS)  

 

JW:   (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   My sister came home and cried.  My (?) brother I think was more just bewildered than 

anything.  Uh, I don’t think he, you know, he didn’t really understand what was going on.  

Uh.  I think luckily uh, uh, my dad would actually  has been much closer with my brother 

than my mom.  Uh, I don’t know, for one reason or another.  And so, again, I think if it was 

the other way around, I think, I mean, clearly my brother loved my mom, but uh, I think my 

brother actually has found great comfort in my dad.  Uh, and so I think he I mean, I think he 

was (?) ok.  Just very confused.  Uh, and clearly he was scared because he saw all of us.  And 

I think, I think that was uh, uh, really why you know, he was scared or I think you know, he 

cried that night uh, just because he saw all of us crying.  And (?) he clearly knew something 

was very wrong.  Uh, you know, and we, I mean, we talked to him, you know you know?  I 

remember going out with, I remember going out for a walk with our dog, with my sister.  Uh, 

and just talking to her about I don’t know what (LAUGHS)  you know?  Uh, I remember al, 

all of us went to sleep in my dad’s bed that night.  Uh, just cried.  My brother cried that he 

wanted mommy.  My sister cried that she wanted her mom.  Uh, just sucked.  I mean, the 

whole thing was, worst day of my life, you know?  And that, I didn’t go to school.  We all 

didn’t go to, we actually, we all, we all didn’t go to school that week uh, but we all did go to 

school the next week.  Uh, just because you know, clearly my mind wasn’t on school, you 

know?  (LAUGHS) Uh, I couldn’t have cared less about school at that point.  But uh, it was 
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just something to do, you know?  Uh, something to think about, or try to think about.  And 

it’s funny but I actually did very well (LAUGHS) in school uh, just because I think that you 

know, for the couple of months after September 11th, it was something to concentrate on, you 

know?  Uh, you know, so I think some people like can’t concentrate on it, but I you know, I 

just again I just forced myself to concentrate.  And uh, you know, just something to kind of 

block out everything else.  Same with squash, I mean, you know, you know, to get on the 

court and just smack the ball as hard (LAUGHS) as you can you know, it was nice.  But uh, 

just all very, very odd. 

 

JW:   Last week I was in Harlem doing a, talking to a guy (?) I was up there in Harlem.  And uh, (?) 

talking (?).  And uh, I, I kind of had this moment of being emotionally overwhelmed, 'cos I 

thought of my mother, just like, just like grabbed me.  And uh, and I had to turn away and I 

walked away down the street (?) and uh, (?) shoot and stuff. And then I turned around, I sort 

of turned around and I looked at this car going by.  And on, on the back of this car, like as 

big as the letters could be on the back of the car, like a sticker, just says, it’s all good 

(LAUGHS).  And it’s not the first time I’ve had something like this happen to me since then, 

where I’ve just sort of had this sort of moment of feeling.  Uh, she’s here with me.  (?)  

 

(SIMULTANEOUS CONVERSATION)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Definitely.  I mean, a number of times. Well, particularly the uh, uh, the memorial.  

Uh. 

 

JW:   You want to talk a little bit about that? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah.  Uh, uh. I think before, we’re, we’re Jewish (LAUGHS) but uh, I think the 

synagogue wasn’t big enough for something along those lines.  We actually ended up having 

it at a church (LAUGHS).  But uh, there were a lot of people there. I mean, just hundred and 

hundreds of people there.  Uh, and that was the thing.  Like my dad didn’t really have that 

many friends, but my mom was like the center of everything, you know?  She was like you 

know, she had so many friends (LAUGHS) I mean, just so many connections, you know?  
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She was just such a you know, truly charismatic person, I mean, she just, you know, she 

wanted to, you know, meet everyone and talk to everyone, and you know, she just, you 

know, she, I mean, I’ll say this a million times (?) she just loved life more than anyone I 

know. I mean, she just loved living life.  Uh, so there were so many people there.  But uh, I 

think I heard someone say that uh, for the memorial there was just this uh, this baby sparrow 

uh, kind of just you know, flying around the church.  Uh, and uh, this was actually after the 

whole incident, but anyway, so there was some baby sparrow flying around the church.  And 

uh, everyone got up to make their uh, you know, their little speeches about uh, my mom.  I 

think there were (~JW~)  

 

JW:   (?) you say that? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Just because, I mean, I just felt like what you know, what can you say?  You know, I 

mean, what, it’s, they’re nice and at the same time, you know, they just seem kind of trivial. 

You know, just you know, they’re not you know.  I mean, they’re nice but they don’t, they’re 

not gonna mean that much to me, you know, I mean.  You know, they’re just little speeches 

(LAUGHS) and that’s really how I view.  But uh, so I think there were about 5, and uh, I 

went up and uh, I uh, I started my speech.  Uh, and uh, about I don’t know, maybe about like 

a couple, couple seconds into it, the first, the first time I said mother in the speech, at that 

exact, exact instant, I can’t even tell you.  The simultaneous instant, the bird landed on my 

head.  Uh, and you know, it’s one of those things I was just like, not almost perfect, you 

know, it was perfect. You know what I mean?  It wasn’t a second before or after. When I said 

mother, the bird landed on my head, you know. (LAUGHS) and uh, I think everyone you 

know, in the congregation kind of just like gasped, and I, at that point I didn’t even know 

what it was that I mean, I felt.  The thing is it didn’t fly into my head, you know?  It didn’t, it 

landed on my head.  You know, and uh, it landed so gently that I thought, you know, it was a 

piece of paper or something.  So I reach up, you know, to figure what the (LAUGHS) you 

know, what’s on my head, you know?  And uh, it lets me pick it up.  And I held it in my 

hand.  And uh, I, I could swear to God there was some sort of recognition (LAUGHS).  You 

know, uh, I, I was just holding this baby sparrow in my hand, and it looked at me, and it flew 

away.  And uh, you know, no one saw it after that. I think, you know, it must have flown 
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away somewhere.  And uh, you know, I’m not a religious person at all. And you know, 

(STOPS) It’s incredible.  I mean, it, it’s something that cannot be explained. You know what 

I mean?  There’s (?) nothing that can explain that moment.  Uh, there’s no doubt in my mind 

that my mom was there.  Uh, and that, there was something incredibly spiritual and you 

know, uh, unworldly (LAUGHS) uh, about it.  Uh, it was, it was beautiful.  And uh, I’m 

incredibly glad that happened. Uh, you know, because I really just didn’t have you know, any 

faith.  You know, that, that, you know, she was anywhere (LAUGHS) you know?  Uh, and I 

think I do.  I mean, I think I, I think she’s somewhere, you know? I, I don’t know if I believe 

in heaven or God or any of that, but uh, I definitely, I think she’s somewhere.  And uh, just 

so many things like that have happened. Uh, uh, I think several birds (?) since September 11th 

have hit my dad in the head.  Uh, I was actually just talking to a good friend of my mother’s 

uh, a few days ago.  And she received an e-mail from Katherine Chirls.  No subject.  Nothing 

written.  She came home one day, and there was uh, an e-mail from my mother in her box.  In 

her mailbox.  It was just like a week ago.  You know, she said, I can’t you know, I can’t 

explain it.  Uh, and, you know, I just. 

 

JW:   What did it say? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Nothing.  There was nothing. It didn’t say anything. There was no subject.  It was just 

from her.  So.  I mean, it’s just.  (STOPS) You know, I think she’s somewhere.  So. That’s 

comforting. 

 

JW:   It is comforting. 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, definitely.  So. 

 

JW:   Do you think that helps you to uh, I mean, you’re saying you’re non-religious (?) not as emotional. 

Do you think that helps (?) leading question it’s not meant to be.  Uh, part of the reason that I 

don’t think I’ve felt this emotional (?) the same you know, again I’m not trying to make 

direct analogies, but I’m just giving you a sense of where I’m coming from.  Is because uh, 

because I, don’t uh, I see it in my life constantly.  I don’t think she’s really gone.   
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NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah.  Well, no, I definitely understand that. I mean, I talk, I talk to you know, my 

psychiatrist about the fact that yeah, I mean, sometimes I just, I don’t even think yeah, that 

she’s gone. I think I’ll you know, get a telephone call from her saying, you know, I’ll be 

home in you know, an hour.  Or, or every night when I go to sleep, I’ll think that, you know, 

I’ll hear her call up to my room and say, you know, good night, love you.  You know, I 

mean, it’s just, you know, you get in a routine y our whole life and you don’t actually think 

that that can ever be broken, you know?  And uh, definitely. I mean, uh, sometimes you 

know, I kind of come to realize that she’s not and then sometimes I’ll be (LAUGHS) like no, 

there’s no way. You know?  Uh, so yeah, I mean, I, I understand. 

 

JW:   Do you, do you think she’s gone?  (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Well, of course. I mean, I think that her (STOPS) Yeah. I mean,.  You know, she, she 

was killed (LAUGHS) you know, I think that she is gone in the physical sense, but uh, 

definitely I think that there are little things that, that you know, hint at the fact that she is, you 

know, uh, you know, her spirit is you know, here, around us, around me. Uh, (STOPS)  

 

JW:   I, I know exactly what you’re talking about.  'Cos I, I say the uh, as I said, I say the same thing to 

my wife. I tell her that I know I don’t really think that she’s gone (?) Maybe I don’t want to, 

but, but also I don’t, I don’t have this, I don’t focus on, let me put it this way, I don’t focus 

on the fact that she’s not here physically.  I focus on the fact that she is here spiritually 

through the signals that I get.  (?) like I said the other day, I (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, definitely. I mean, I think well, that’s, you know, that’s funny because that’s the 

one thing that I think has been you know, particularly odd in my case, and you know, 

however many other cases involved with September 11th is that there is no grave.  You know, 

there’s no, there’s no physical place where she was put after she was killed, you know?  And 

one the one hand I think that you know, I think, I think it’s tough on the one hand, you 

know?  I think that maybe you know, if she did have a grave, you know, I think that, I don’t 

know about for you, but for me I think you know,, possibly that would have, you know, that 
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would give me some sort of comfort, you know, going to her grave and I don’t know, talking 

to her or something.  But uh, you know, on the other hand, you know, I kind of feel like on 

September 11th, you know, she was killed and she was like I don't know it’s weird to think 

about, but like you know, dispersed (LAUGHS) everywhere. You know?  And uh, you know, 

I can, I can deal with that. (LAUGHS) I mean, I think that’s, you know, kind of uh, I don’t 

know what to say. I don’t know what’s (?) you know, just interesting, you know but. 

 

JW:   Do you uh, do you think uh, as a result of it you’ve become more spiritual? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Oh, definitely.  I mean, I think you know, I don’t think you know, I’m about to start 

going to temple again (LAUGHS) every weekend, but.  Uh, but yeah. I mean, I, I don’t think, 

I think uh, you know, I think it kind of sucked that uh, after September 11th and in the 

immediate days following it, even, all my life I’ve never really believed in anything.  You 

know?  Uh, yeah, I think I was truly uh, a firm believer of uh, I don’t know what’s it called?  

(?) atheist.  Uh, but I think now, you know, I don’t think, you know, again, I don’t think I 

believe in a God. I don’t think I believe in some you know, guy hanging out up there 

(LAUGHS).  But you know, I believe, I believe in something.  I believe that there, you know, 

I believe in some greater being.  You know, around us.  So.  Definitely.  I think uh, I 

definitely you know , because I think uh, there have been events after September 11th that 

can’t be explained. You know, like that have no, you know, can’t explain them. You know, 

you can’t say this is why it happened, this is what happened. It just happened because you 

know, I think that there is some you know, greater thing controlling everything, you know, 

beyond our reach.  But. 

 

JW:   Can you be more specific about it? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   I don’t think so.  I mean, I think, I think that that’s part of it.  I think that’s just you 

know, I don’t think you can explain it.  I don’t thin it’s you know, a person or a thing.  I thin 

it’s just like uh, you know, I don’t know, everyone’s spirit’s around us, or you know, 

everyone you know, something or you know, that, that we can’t control that, that has you 

know, some sort of influence on all of our lives.  So.   
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JW:   Do you think you’ve given up some control, too, in your life? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, I try not to (LAUGHS). I mean, that’s definitely you know, how I’ve always been. 

You know, uh, very, you know, I want, I want to know, you know, you know, this is what 

I’m gonna do, this is how I’m gonna do it.  This is you know, I don’t know. I think I’m 

pretty, I don’t think so. I mean, I think (LAUGHS) I’m a pretty controlled, you know, person. 

For better or for worse.  But. You know, just how I am (LAUGHS). 

 

JW:   Just curious, 'cos (?) you were just talking about the kind of issue of like (?) being controlled by 

other things. 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   I don’t know. I mean, I think, I think I’m gonna control myself to, to the greatest 

extent, you know, that I can.  You know, something’s beyond (?) whatever, out of my hands, 

so be it. 

 

JW:   How are things on a, how are things for you now on a day by day basis?  Do you find that with 

respect to (?)  

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, I mean, I think uh, I’m just a different person. You know, uh, you know, there 

was a lot of anger, after September 11th, you know, uh, and I also think I had to grow up a 

lot.  Uh, and I mean, things are, things are Ok, I mean, (?) you know, my life has, for the 

most part, you know, I mean, gone back to you know, its normal routine.  Uh, you know, but 

on the other hand, there’s not you know, you know, a minute or an hour or whatever, that you 

know, September 11th you know, doesn’t pop into my head, you know, and go through my 

mind.  Uh, you know, uh, I think that, you know, it’s tough for uh, I think a lot of people to 

realize that you know, a lot of people did go back to their normal lives. And I think a lot of 

people don’t realize that people directly affected by September 11th can go back to their 

normal lives, but nonetheless, you know, we’ll never forget about September 11th, and we’ll 

never you know, we’ll never be you know, truly the same.  You know, and I think that, I 

think that the world for the most part has, has, had gone too back, too much back to their 
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normal lives.  You know, or, or at least, you know, I don’t know at least I’m you know, I’m a 

very different person, I think.  Uh, I think that after September 11th, I, I you know, I think I 

truly saw who are, who are my really, really good friends and who are my not so really good 

friends.  And I think that I have less patience for those who are not, you know, such good 

friends.  Uh, I think that, you know, I think I look at everything somewhat differently. I 

mean, I don’t know, I mean, I think that, I think a good thing is like, you know, I was, you 

know, I, I you know, I did a fair amount of partying (LAUGHS) you know, in, you know, 

before September 11th, and I think that in that sense, uh, you know, I was at a party the other 

night, and uh, it’s just different.  Even you know, even a party. I, I just t think that, you know.  

I don’t know, I feel like, I feel like, I know I’m not an adult.  Technically. But I feel like I 

am, and I feel that like I see certain you know, certain things that you know, you know, will 

happen.  And I’ll just have less patience for it.  And uh, I don’t know. I mean, I was gonna, I 

was at this party, and I just you know, I was like, you know this is fun, but I don’t really care, 

you know, about this. You know, I think that you know, I go to parties and I have fun and uh, 

you know, don’t get me wrong(LAUGHS) you know, I and you know, I still talk to you 

know, you know, all of my friends. (~JW~) you know, I still talk to all my you know, all my 

friends at Hunter. And you know, but it’s definitely different. I mean, uh, you know, I don’t 

think I’m as good friends with a lot of people at Hunter.  Uh, you know, uh, you know, I 

definitely spent a lot more, I think, time with my family and a lot more time with my really 

close friends like Kate and Alex.  And uh, you know, certain people (LAUGHS). 

 

JW:   When you go to those parties, do you find, do you find yourself looking at the people who are 

there and they’re kind of goofing off and. 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   Definitely, I mean, (~JW~)  

 

JW:   Not taking things so seriously.  How do you? 

 

NICK CHIRLS:   No, I mean, don’t like don’t get me wrong. I have like I have fun.  Like I am, you 

know, at the same time, I am a kid. You know, (LAUGHS) like I do stupid you know, and 

childish things.  Uh, but you know, I don’t want to come off as like, you know, this like  
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(SIMULTANEOUS CONVERSATION)  

 

JW:   Don’t worry about (STOPS)  

 

(OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

END OF TAPE #  NC-04, 2 of 2, 07.28.02 

 

 

TAPE # NC 05, 3 of 4 
NICK CHIRLS 
07.28.02 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/Director 
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
 
05.01.00 PICTURE UP 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   I was just curious about this shift in perspective (?) like this is the question I would ask: 

who were you before, who are you now? 

 

05.02.06 NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, (STOPS) It’s hard to uh. 

 

 JW:   Just general (?)  

 

05.02.21 NICK CHIRLS:   I mean, (STOPS) I don’ know.  I don’t know how to answer that.  I mean, 

yeah I think I’m uh, I’ve had to grow up.  Uh, sorry (STOPS) Something in my teeth.  Uh, 

(LAUGHS) Uh, you know, I think I’ve had to, (?) had to grow up.  Uh, I don’t know.   



PROJECT REBIRTH:  SUB  - TAPE # - PROD – DATE    - PAGE 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT REBIRTH    10 E. 40th St., Suite 4210   NYC  10016     (212) 356-0584 

05.02.59 I don’t know how to answer that.  I just think that, you know, we’ll go back to the party.   

Uh, there are just certain things that I don’t find as important anymore, you know, and just 

like this is gonna sound crazy, but like a bunch of my friends just really into this like certain 

like line of Polo clothing, ok?   

05.03.37 And you know, now I just cannot care less. You know, about you know, you know, what, 

what shirt they saw or you know, there are just certain things that now, you know, which I’m 

sure you’ve heard you know, are just really trivial.   

05.03.58 You know, and just don’t matter (LAUGHS)  You know, uh.  You know, I just don’t think. I 

don’t know, I guess, I guess, you know, I’d have to say maybe I am, you know, less social, 

you know?  Just because you know, I don’t really care that much anymore you know, about 

going to a party and you know, trying you know, to like meet all these new people and stuff 

like that.  You know, uh, you know?  

05.04.30  Uh, you know, I’m happy with who my really good friends are, and uh, you know, I’m happy 

with the people I have right now around me.  And uh, I don’t know, maybe I don’t want to 

complicate (LAUGHS) anything. You know, more than it has to be.  Uh, so. 

 

 JW:   Uh, You’re thinking about, you’re obviously going into your senior year.  So what (?) 

yesterday.  (?) What are you think about for your future in schools? 

 

05.05.10 NICK CHIRLS:   Uh. Uh.  I don’t know.  Turner’s College, I don’t know yet.  I like you 

know, well, I you know, I want to play squash in college. And the best squash schools are 

like the Ivy leagues.   

05.05.28 So uh, definitely looking into all those. Harvard, Princeton. (LAUGHS) you know, Yale, 

Brown.  Uh, you know, all of them.  Uh, so.  I don’t know where, you know, I don’t know 

where I’ll end up in terms of college but uh, I’m definitely very uh, I’m kind of like you 

know, I’m very numbers kind of guy and economics and business, definitely.   

05.05.56 Uh, you know, and so I think I’ll probably you know, I wouldn’t be surprised if I end up in 

the exact same field as my mom, you know, I think that uh, I’ve always just been really, you 

know, I think, I think my dad and mom uh, you know, my parents kind of brought me up 

(LAUGHS) you know, to, to uh, (?) to go into you know (LAUGHS) a Wall Street business, 
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you know, kind of thing. They’ve always been, you know, very involved.  And uh, (?) you 

know, I think it’s really interesting place.   

05.06.29 Really interesting market place.  Uh, I’m actually, I’m not a hundred percent sure it’s gonna 

work out, but uh, I think uh, I think I’ll probably gonna get an internship for uh, 

(STUMBLE) at Canter Fitzgerald this next year.  Uh, because actually my school uh, instead 

of taking a couple of classes, allows you to uh, to get an internship somewhere.  And so I 

think that uh, I’m actually really, really excited about possibly working there, just because I 

mean, everything.   

05.06.58 Just you know, learning about it, and, and at the same time, you know, uh, being with people 

that were also very much affected by uh, by September 11th.  I’m very much like looking 

forward to that.  I think it’d be a lot of fun. 

 

 JW:   Would some of them have known your mom? 

 

05.07.24 NICK CHIRLS:   Actually, I don’t think so.  Because my mom was very new to Canter.  Uh, 

she had only been working uh, for E Street, which is a division of Canter uh, for a couple of 

months. You know, so I don’t think many of them would have known my mom.  Maybe one 

or two.  Uh, you know, again, 'cos you know, even the people that she did know were most 

likely killed. You know, uh, you know, and friend. I know her, her uh. 

05.08.00  I know you know, the, the several people working next to her were killed.  Her boss was 

killed.  Uh, you know, basically E Speed, E Speed was probably hit the worst.  You know, 

out of Canter and uh, everyone basically from E Speed was almost wiped out.  So. 

(LAUGHS) I don’t know about that, but, but nonetheless, you know, I think it’d be really 

good. 

 

 JW:   You say, you say, did you guys ever, did you and your mom ever talk about you going 

into the financial market? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   Oh, all the time, every night. 

 

 JW:   Oh, really? 
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 NICK CHIRLS:   Every single night (LAUGHS). 

 

 JW:   Tell me about that. 

 

05.08.31 NICK CHIRLS:   Uh. That I mean, that’s one of my most you know, memorable things about 

her. Just uh, after dinner uh, I’d wash dishes and she’d just sit down and we’d just talk about 

the business world.  Uh, and you know, she, I mean, I was always very interested in what she 

was doing, uh, and she would always you know, tell me everything about her job, about what 

she did.   

05.08.59 Uh, because she, she did, she E Speed was actually kind of a different job completely for her.  

She for all of her life pretty much uh, she sold uh, bonds.  She was a bond broker.  Not really 

a broker.  But (LAUGHS) sold bonds. 

 

 JW:   What are you laughing at?  Why you say not really a bond broker but she sold bonds?  I 

don’t know a lot about the different levels of. 

 

05.09.23 NICK CHIRLS:   Well. I don’t know.  My parents have always kind of just told me that like 

you don’t want to be a broker.  They’re like brokers just are you know, for idiots who you 

know, just you know, talk on the phone all day and say ok, you want to buy that, ok, you 

want to sell that?  You know, just you know, you don’t have to think.  Uh, my mom actually, 

what she did was sell uh, foreign government bonds to corporations.  Uh, uh, and when she, 

well, she worked at Goldman, Sacks for a while and uh, you know, it was very interesting.  

05.10.00 She’d meet with uh, uh, you know, kind of like the governments of these uh, she was 

specifically for Southern American countries.  Uh, she’d meet, you know, she’s meet with 

these governments and uh, and she’d meet with these corporations, and she would you know, 

be the middle man uh, middle woman? (LAUGHS) Uh, and she would sell these foreign uh, 

foreign (?) huge amounts of foreign government bonds to these big corporations.  

05.10.31  Uh, and then E Speed was completely different. E Speed is, do you know anything about E 

Speed? 
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 JW:   Uh, (?) a very tiny bit (?)  

 

05.10.40 NICK CHIRLS:   It’s, what E Speed is, is actually really interesting.  It’s uh, it’s almost just 

like a software company practically. I mean, what they do is they sell uh, they sell servers.  

Uh, where again to large corporations.  Where uh, large corporations can come together and 

sell each other anything.   

05.11.00 Sell and buy anything.  Anything you can think of. You know, oil.  Or uh, or you know, 

stocks or bonds or uh, you know, any commodity. Wheat.  I mean, they can sell (LAUGHS) 

anything.  You know, they want it over, over this server.  And uh, basically you know, it 

takes out that middle man.  Uh, and it’s basically, it’s basically the future of market place of 

uh, of Wall Street.  I mean, that’s where it will be in you know, in eventually.   

05.11.33 You know, uh, right now because the economy’s so bad and you know, everything else, 

corporations aren’t you know, so easily uh, you know, buying (?) into this.  But eventually 

uh, you know, this will be kind of the next level of uh, of Wall Street.  I think, I think a lot of 

people uh, kind of think that.  Uh, so that’s what she did.  And because she, she uh, she 

worked at many different companies over her career selling these bonds, uh, so she, she knew 

uh, a lot of corporations very well.   

05.12.07 So that’s why they hired her to hopefully sell uh, you know these servers to these 

corporations.  And uh, she knew a lot of South American corporations, so. Uh, she was really 

excited. I mean, she loved it.  Like she was kind of sick of selling bonds.  And uh, it was 

definitely something new and she was really excited about it.  But again, we would have 

extremely long discussions every night, and she was, she you know, was definitely you 

know, was excited that I was you know, so interested in that like I wanted to eventually uh, 

you know, go into the uh, business world.   

05.12.45 Uh, and uh, I think she was very honest. You know, I mean, she, she told me all the good 

things about it, and she told me all the bad things.  You know, (?) I remember her talking a 

lot about how you know, I’m, I don’t think I’m particularly uh, sympathetic to you know, all 

the feminists and stuff. 

 

 JW:   You aren’t? 
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05.13.12 NICK CHIRLS:   I don’t know I mean, I don’t think I (LAUGHS) have a real connection to 

them, but and I don’t think my mom was a feminist at all, but I think nonetheless (~JW~)  

 

 JW:   'Cos she was a pretty (?) I’m reading between the lines here and I’m reading your facial 

expressions, but I think you’re telling me she was a really, extremely high level person at this 

major (?)  

 

05.13.28 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, oh, yeah. She did very well, she was very successful.  Uh, but 

nonetheless, she always talk to me about how uh, she was most likely never going to get, she 

was at the top, but she wasn’t at the very top, you know?  And she would always talk to me 

about it because she was a woman, you know?  There are no women in the business world 

that you know, are at the very, very top of uh, of the scene.   

05.14.01 Uh, even uh, Bobbie actually who’s also extremely successful uh, in the business world.  Uh, 

she’s uh, I think uh, something like a managing director.  Uh, at UVS (?) Warhburg, it’s a 

bank. You ever heard of it?  (~JW~) Uh, there are two hundred, uh, or no, a hundred and 

fifty, I think, managing directors uh, worldwide.   

05.14.31 Uh, and then there’s like you know, the CFO, CEO. But managing director’s kind of the one 

level down.  There are a hundred and fifty managing directors worldwide, and 3 of them are 

women.  You know, so.  I’m not really one uh, uh, my view has always been like if you 

really, really want it bad enough you can do it no matter what you are, if you’re a girl you 

know, even if you’re Jewish.  I mean, you know, I think now that’s less of an issue, but 

definitely that’s been a big issue in the past uh, in terms of uh, getting to the top of these big, 

you know, corporations.   

05.15.06 Definitely in the past it’s been a lot of philosophy uh, people.  Uh, but uh, I always, you 

know, I always believe that if you, you know, if you want it bad enough.  But nonetheless, I 

mean, it’s definitely harder if you’re a woman.  So I think my mom, you know, always used 

to talk uh, to me about that.  Uh, and just really just, I had wonderful conversations with her.  

You know, not just about the business world, but just about anything, you know?   

05.15.34 About she was like she talked about everything (LAUGHS). YOU KNOW, and she always 

had, she always had a view on everything.  You know, no matter uh, if I agreed with it or 

disagreed with it, or, or any you know, anyone disagreed, she always had her own view about 
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something, and nothing was gonna change that (LAUGHS). You know?  Uh, and talk about, 

and she was just like she would truly like talk about things that you’d never you know, think 

that like.  

05.16.02 She (?) was a little crazy (LAUGHS) you know, I mean.  (LAUGHS)  

 

 JW:   What do you mean she was a little crazy? 

 

05.16.05 NICK CHIRLS:   Like she, she was just, I think she was very unique.  She, she was 

definitely in your face, you know?  She was not, you know, she would say anything. You 

know, she would say anything.  Uh, you know, I, I remember actually, I shouldn’t say this on 

the camera (LAUGHS)  (~JW~) But a friend of mine uh, had been uh, going out with uh, 

with this guy for a really long time.   

05.16.31 Uh, and you know, they hadn’t had sex yet.  And so I don’t know how this came up, but uh, I 

talked about my mom pretty much about everything.  So uh, I was telling her about that, and 

you know, she had such, you know, such a funny view.  She said, you know what? I think 

that’s ridiculous.  She’s like, back in my day like, you know, everyone was just having sex 

with everyone, and like you know, it was, you know, it was a great time.  And you know, she 

said, you know, you got to be safe, but nonetheless, you know, you know, why the hell not? 

(LAUGHS)  

05.17.02 Why, you know, you know, she just, why don’t they have sex?  You know, I mean, that was 

just, you know, she would talk about anything, and you know, she uh, she always had her 

own view.  Uh, and she was always gonna tell you what she thought, you know?  And she 

didn’t care you know, what you thought.  You know, whether, whether you thought that was 

you know, right of her or wrong of her.  You know, she really just didn’t care.   

05.17.29 I think uh, I’m actually surprised that, that she did have so many friends, because you know, 

she just really did not care what anyone thought about her, you know?  She was gonna be her 

own person and you know, if someone didn’t like that, she couldn’t care less.  So, you know, 

it’s, it’s funny 'cos I think she had like such a compassionate side, you know, with her family, 

but I think that you know, in the business world and in other places, she had such a different 

side.   
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05.18.03 Like competitive, you know, in your face, you know? I’m the best (LAUGHS) you know, 

kind of (?) and I, I always truly admired her for that, you know, I mean? 

 

 JW:   Would you say she was a tough businesswoman? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   Definitely. Uh, but I mean, that’s the thing is that (~JW~)  

 

 JW:   Well, it’s kind of necessary. (?)  

 

 (SIMULTANEOUS CONVERSATION)  

 

05.18.28 NICK CHIRLS:   Oh, yeah, yeah, definitely  and I think to you know, to get to certain places, 

you know, (?) especially on  Wall Street, you’ve got to be tough.  I mean, you got to, you 

know, be competitive.  Uh, but I think the most amazing thing was about her was just that 

she could go to work every day, you know, and be incredibly competitive and tough, you 

know, and she would come home every day and be the most compassionate person in the 

world, and be someone that I could like say and talk to her about anything.   

05.18.59 You know, and that was actually interested, you know, about anything.  Uh, you know, I 

think, you know, she loved her work, but nonetheless, family really came first.  You know, I 

mean, she loved her family.  And she was the center of our family, you know?  She was you 

know.   

05.19.28 You know, she was really what I think, when I think, I think that we’ve done really well, you 

know, after you know, but.  She was nonetheless, she was the center of the family, and she 

was you know, just I think someone that anyone, you know, she was kind of like, you know, 

if  two of us got into a fight, she would be the person in the middle, you know, working 

things out.  You know, she was, you know, you know, the true player for the family.   

05.20.00 Uh, you know, and, and I think she was just awesome (LAUGHS). You know?  I mean, I 

could talk to her about anything, and you know, she had a way of getting things done.  Of, of 

anything that she wanted done would get done. You know, if, if I had a problem with school 

at a teacher, you know, she would deal with it, you know? (LAUGHS) And she had a way of 

just you know, getting what she wanted.  
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05.20.30 I mean, she, you know, she you know, (LAUGHS) you know, she would be nice, and then 

she would be you know, (LAUGHS) scary, you know, but she would get what she wanted, 

you know, nonetheless. I remember having like, well, I mean, I had countless problems at 

Princeton High School, because the teachers were idiots (LAUGHS) And you know, and.  

Uh, you know, it just wasn’t a good place.   

05.20.54 You know, and she you know, fought hard (LAUGHS) you know, for me. 

 

 JW:   She stormed the school? 

 

05.20.59 NICK CHIRLS:   Oh, yeah (LAUGHS). Believe me, they had enough of her when, you 

know, when I left.  Uh, but what you know, a good example is uh, she uh, actually went to 

NYU Business school, and uh, she uh, she didn’t get in.  And she went to the I don’t know, 

dean of Admissions or something, and told them how incredibly wrong he was.  How this 

was the biggest mistake he could ever make.  And by the end of the conversation, he was 

begging her to go to NYU Business School (LAUGHS).   

05.21.32 And so she got rejected, but she went to NYU Business School.  So I think that’s just you 

know, a good example of her.  You know, she got, you know, she somehow had a way of, of 

you know, getting what she wanted.  And it was, it was just really cool (LAUGHS).  You 

know, it was just really, really fun.  And it’s funny because you know, if she was on your 

team, she was the greatest person to have on your team.   

05.22.02 You know, she would, would be willing to you know, truly to go bat for you. You know, to 

truly, truly stick behind you and if you had a problem, you know, she’d want to go out and 

solve it.  And on the other hand, if she wasn’t on your team, she was not a good person to 

(LAUGHS) not have on your team.  I mean, she, she you know, if she didn’t like you, you’d 

know it, you know?   

05.22.27 I mean, she was you know, she was blunt, you know?  She didn’t care what people thought 

of her, you know, and she was you know, gonna tell you what she thought of you 

(LAUGHS).  You know, whether it was good or bad.  Uh, you know, I remember her you 

know, she was you know, she was you know, a bitch at times.  I mean, she like, I remember 

getting, I remember, I can’t even like explain how many times she probably got into a fight 
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with a cab drivers. Just she had this thing where if they didn’t go her way (LAUGHS) she 

would just get you know, pissed off.   

05.23.05 You know, and she, she probably yelled at so many cab drivers, I can’t even count.  You 

know?  But and then she would come home and she would be the most compassionate person 

I’ve ever seen in my life with her family. You know, the most patient, compassionate person.  

So.  Well, I thought it was great. You know, I miss that. 

 

 JW:   Uh, I read some (?)  great.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   Do you consider, uh, did you consider your mom creative, and do you consider 

yourself creative? 

 

05.23.47 NICK CHIRLS:   That’s kind of funny because uh, I don’t know how creative my mom was.  

Uh, she loved photography. You know, she you know (?) drove us all crazy but you know, 

she took pictures every other second.  You know, uh.   

05.24.10 So I don’t know, it’s not like she wrote or anything, but, but she definitely loved 

photography.  Uh, and after September 11th, one thing that I have found actually great 

comfort in, is writing.  And uh, I’ve never been a creative person, I think, in my whole life.   

05.24.34 Uh, you know, I’ve been (?) my whole life I’ve been a math person. You know, numbers.  

You know, that’s just stuff that I get (LAUGHS). You know, and, and art and stuff like that 

I’ve never really been that interested in.  But after September 11tth, and particularly with this 

English teacher, uh, you know, he kind of showed me the path and you know, I definitely I 

found a lot of comfort in uh, in just writing my thoughts down.  

 05.25.03 You know, uh, I thought that was really just uh, just helpful.  (?) and I, I wish I took more 

pictures of you know, of like I wish I was you know, I really wish I was from Brooklyn 

Heights you know, on September 11th, and I was there to like experience it.   

05.25.29 You know, uh, I don’t know if I would have wanted to or something else, but you know, I, 

and I think I’m starting you know, I found my mom’s camera. You know, that was her 

camera, and you know I’m definitely uh, very interested in you know, you know, I think 
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photography. You know, I want to get into it, so.  It’s (?) uh, I think, I think September 11th 

has made me more creative uh, and made me think, you know, think things differently.  

Think that you know, maybe, you know, math and science and business isn’t, you know, 

maybe that is my biggest interest, but you know, that’s not al that’s out there, you know?   

05.26.09 Uh, because I’ve definitely found great comfort in writing, and I enjoy writing.  Uh, and uh, 

and I want to take you know, I want to start, I think I’m gonna take photography class 

actually next year at uh, school.  So.  I don’t know. 

 

 JW:   Yeah.  Does your dad that way or (?)  

 

05.26.28 NICK CHIRLS:   Not at all. I think he actually, he actually writes some poetry.  I don’t think 

he’d ever yeah, it’s (?) I don’t think, I don’t think he ever really shares any (?).  But uh, I 

think the writes a little bit of poetry.  But I don’t know.  For the most part, I don’t think he 

has time (LAUGHS) you know, to be creative.  You know, I mean, you know.  When he gets 

time to sit down and write.  And you know, but. 

 

 JW:   I didn’t ask you about it, but what’s he usually doing (?)  

 

05.26.59 NICK CHIRLS:   Oh, well, actually, yeah. I didn’t even think about this.  Funny, because 

he’s actually, he owned a business uh, for a while. And uh, pretty successful.  And uh, he 

went to NYU Business school, too, that’s where he met my mom.  So he was very business-

oriented.  Uh, and uh, I think I’ll always think of him as that business person.  But 

nonetheless, I don’t know, maybe, god it could have been like 6 years ago or something.   

05.27.31 He uh, he sold his business, he was sick of it.  And uh, he went to architecture school.  And 

uh, just about a year or two ago, he uh, finished school and he started uh, you know, he’s an 

architect now.  Uh, so (?) yeah, that is creative.  I mean, I still uh, you know, I still think of 

him, I don’t think of him even to this day as an architect, you know?  Just, it’s just still a little 

odd for me, but yeah, I mean, that is very creative profession, I’d say.   

05.28.04 So. 

 

 JW:   Do you think squash is creative? 
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05.28.09 NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, yeah.  I think so. I mean, I think that uh, I think (?) that there are 

creative people and not creative people on, on you know, that play squash.  Uh, and I think 

that uh, (?) I think that there is definitely a degree of, of creativity in squash.   

05.28.30 Uh, you know, just in terms of uh, you know, hitting interesting shots, and hitting the right 

shot at the right time and you know, definitely.  I mean, the better creative, better players are 

more creative, you know?  'Cos you got, I mean, you got to, you know, if, if you’re one 

dimensional, you know, then you know, your opponent’s gonna know what you’re hitting, 

every other shot.  And you got to you know, keep your opponent on their toes.   

05.28.58 Be definitely be a little creative, so. 

 

 JW:   Uh, if you had to choose, if you had to choose right now a school you would go to for 

college, where would you go to school? 

 

05.29.10 NICK CHIRLS:   Yale. I think Yale.  Uh, great squash team (LAUGHS).  Uh, close to the 

city.  Uh, I think it’s one of the less uh, snobby schools out of the Ivy’s 'cos I think I don’t 

know, I mean, I actually also like Princeton a lot, and I think that Princeton is probably, 

possible the most snobby out of all the Ivy Leagues.   

05.29.36 Uh, but uh, I like, I like that there’s a certain housing system that Yale has, where you’re put 

into a house uh, I kind of like that.  I think that there are certain aspects of Yale that are more 

intimate than uh, than a lot of the other schools.  I think that uh, I think Boston’s great but uh, 

but I think that at Harvard uh, at least what I’ve heard is that they’re, is that they’re much 

more interested in Harvard Business School or Harvard Law School you know, or medical 

school.  

05.30.06 All, all those graduate schools and not as much in the undergraduate school. Uh, so.  It’s a lot 

of things that you know.  Again, I mean, I, I haven’t really visited that many schools, I don’t 

really know yet.  But uh, but as right now, probably Yale the most. So. 

 

 JW:   I didn’t ask you this either.  Have you dated anybody for a long period of time?  You’re 

not dating anybody now? 
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05.30.30 NICK CHIRLS:   Well, actually uh, I had this, well, uh, the same girlfriend I was going out 

with uh, when I moved to New Jersey, I was still going out with on September 11th uh, I kind 

of, I’m not going out with her any more, but uh, uh, I had been uh, I had been going out with 

her on and off for about probably like 3 years.   

05.31.00 And she was uh, very, very important to me.  And she was uh, incredible. I mean, after 

September 11th, I found, I found uh, I found great comfort in (~JW~)  

 

 JW:  Can you tell me her name, just so (?)  

 

05.31.11 Nicola. Uh, I found great, great comfort in Nicola.  (?) Nicola (LAUGHS) Got a lot of shit 

for that.  But uh, uh, you know, but she was, she was very, very important to me and very 

helpful.  And uh, you know, she knew my mom uh. 

05.31.32 And you know, we’re not going out now for uh, uh, you know, for one reason or another 

(LAUGHS).  But uh, but she was extremely important to me, and uh, extremely helpful just 

because you know, I just had fun with her and you know, just again it was kind of just like 

any, any period of time after September 11th where I wasn’t thinking about September 11th 

was kind of good.   

05.32.01 And, and a little you know, just refreshing a little bit.  And, and when I was with her, you 

know, I would talk to her about it, you know, but at the same time, you know, I’d just kind of 

forget about it.  I don’t know if that’s necessarily good but, but it was nice. You know, and 

uh, and I just had a lot of fun with her and it was good, but uh. 

 

 JW:   Do you think September 11th had an affect on your relationship or (?) your mom’s? 

 

05.32.27 NICK CHIRLS:   Definitely. I mean, uh, it definitely put a lot of pressure on uh, on our 

relationship, just because.  I would imagine a lot of pressure on her, you know, just 'cos I was 

I don’t know unstable or you know, uh.  So I can imagine just you know, put her in a difficult 

position, but she handled it, I think, great.  And uh, you know, I, I’m uh, you know, in terms 

of how many people were not so supportive after September 11th , is kind of surprising, and 

you know, to that same degree, I’m, I’m surprised that she was.   
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05.33.12 Uh, so comforting.  Uh, and uh, very important to me.  Just as important pretty much as, as 

Kate and Alex.  Uh, so uh, I’m kind of going out with another girl now (LAUGHS) that I like 

a lot.   

05.33.31 Uh, and uh. 

 

 JW:   She have a name? 

 

05.33.34 NICK CHIRLS:   Katie.  Kate not Katie or Katie not Kate.  Uh, she uh, I don’t know, she 

lives, she actually lives right next to Hunter.  And uh, it’s funny because uh, maybe a little bit 

of an Oedipus complex or something, but she actually does remind me a lot of my mother.  

And uh, I definitely think that those are certain qualities that I look for now.   

05.34.07 Uh, now that you know, I guess that she’s gone.  Uh, you know, she’s, she’s just you know, 

very talkative, very fun and funny.  And uh, you know, she, my mom was a person who I 

think gave me balance in my life.  I’ve been a neurotic uh, kind of kid, you know, just in 

terms of like, I guess very determined, but at the same time, a little neurotic.   

05.34.37 Uh, and sometimes I would just get very overwhelmed you know, in, in school work or uh, in 

something.  And my mom was, was kind of the person there to just be like it’s Ok, you know, 

we’re gonna you know, uh, you know, think about this. We’ll, we’ll set up like a little 

schedule or something so you can get through this, and so that, you know, uh, so you don’t 

have to get overwhelmed.   

05.35.01 And she was kind of just like  she gave me that balance.  And uh, I actually think that this, 

this girl, Katie, she’s kind of just like, she’s very uh, you know, very much different than I 

am.  Very much like nonchalant.  You know, and sometimes I’ll get really like worked up or 

neurotic and she’ll just be like, you know, calm down.  Take a chill pill.   

05.35.27 You know, and that’s, I mean, again that’s nice.  You know, so. 

 

 JW:   Uh, you know, it’s funny 'cos you don’t come off that way at all.  You come off 

completely in control and absolutely not neurotic at all or that stuff.  And I’m wondering, 

and, and your mom clearly hasn’t been there to help you do that for the last uh, all these 

months.  So how have you been handling that part of those potential moments (?) you’re 

overwhelmed, which is all natural. 



PROJECT REBIRTH:  SUB  - TAPE # - PROD – DATE    - PAGE 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT REBIRTH    10 E. 40th St., Suite 4210   NYC  10016     (212) 356-0584 

 

05.35.58 NICK CHIRLS:   It’s actually kind of one of the things I do with my psychiatrist.  Just like 

uh, like definitely, I mean, at certain points this year, you know, junior year of high school is 

incredibly hard no matter what the circumstances.  And uh, I had so much work, and at 

certain times I would be so overwhelmed just with everything, school and squash.  You 

know, 'cos it’s also kind of the biggest squash year for me.   

05.36.26 Uh, and you know, times I would sit in front of my computer and not be able to do anything 

and just cry.  Because you know, I couldn’t you know, I did not have control over things, and 

I hate, I hate that feeling when I don’t feel like I have control.  Uh, you know, so I, I talk 

about it with my psychiatrist, and like you know, there have been times where I would just 

went into my psychiatrist and we spent 45 minutes making a schedule for me.  Of what I’m 

gonna do.  Not even talking.  You know, just making a schedule.  

05.36.59 And that’s been helpful and but at the same time, you know, it has been really, really hard.  

It’s been really hard.  Because those are those times where I really, really wish my mom was 

around. You know, I get overwhelmed and, and those were the times where she was you 

know, the best.  Where she really, really, really uh, you know, she had an answer.  You 

know, and, you know, it’s hard when there is no answer.  

05.37.33 You know, and you do feel, and I just feel alone.  You know, just like I don’t have an 

answer, like I can’t get through it.  You know, even though, even if I know I can, you know, 

there have been times where I just feel like, you know, I can’t do this.  You know.  Uh, so I, 

that’s probably would have been one of the hardest things for me.   

05.37.58 Uh, 'cos I hate, I hate that feeling of not feeling in control. You know, and I think that one of, 

one of you know, my other responses to 9-11, has just been, I’ve just had this, that same 

anxious feeling that I felt on September 11th?  That same nervous feeling?  I think I felt to a 

certain degree.  Not to that extent, but I think that feeling has stayed with me to this day.  I’m 

always a little anxious about something.  If something goes a little wrong, I’m always you 

know, you know, uh, I always, I always feel like.  

05.38.36 I tell my psychiatrist I have a perpetual feeling of feeling like I’ve forgot something, since 

September 11th.  I’ll leave, I’ll leave my house and I’ll spend 5 minutes in my room, just 

thinking about like if I had everything.   
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05.38.56 You know, I have uh, I always feel like I’ve forgot something like something’s missing.  And 

I guess, you know, I kind of know what’s, what’s missing.  But.  You know, it’s something 

that, that’s definitely been one of my responses.  You know, uh.  You know, if I hear a fire 

truck going down the street, you know, sometimes I’ll just be like, it’ll (?) it’ll scare me.  

You know, just little things like that. 

 

 JW:   When uh,, one of the things that I think has come into focus for me over the past six 

months, (?) maybe not directly related to my situation but (?) I think somewhat is that uh, put 

really bluntly, I’ve kind of come to discover I have a lot less control over most things, but 

the, the only think I usually can control is what I’m doing in the moment.  (?) So.  Things 

have become a lot more day to day if you will.  (?)  

 

05.40.05 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, I mean, like I feel, that’s what I have to resort to a lot of the time, is 

that I like my whole life I’ve been like, you know, I’ve been like I’ve felt like I could control 

my whole life and nothing could be out of control.  And uh, sometimes I think I have to 

realize that I can’t control those things, you know, in 5 years from now.   

05.40.33 And then I do, I do have to concentrate on you know, what I’m doing right now.  You know, 

and I think that, that’s what I’m trying to, I think, I think that’s what I’m trying to work 

towards.  I think that you know, like if I have, if I have 5 papers due, you know, I’ll get so 

nervous thinking about the 5 papers that I won’t even be able to do one.  And I think that 

what I have to do is I have to like you know, stop thinking about that, and think about you 

know, not gonna think about the other 4, I’m just gonna do this eon, and then when I’m done 

with that one, I’m gonna do the next one.   

05.41.06 I’m not gonna think about the other, you know what I mean?  And you know, it think that’s, I 

think that’s what I, what would be good for me is to be able to do that. Is to be able to just 

work on the thing that I’m working on and not have to think about you know, what I’m 

working towards 5 years from now or 10 years from now.  You know, (~JW~)  it’s just, it’s 

just tough for me 'cos I, I hate not feeling like I’m in complete control of everything, you 

know?  That’s just, that’s just who I am. 

 

 JW:   What are you working for? 
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05.41.37 NICK CHIRLS:   Uh.  I don’t know. I mean, you know, I want to get into a good school. You 

know, that’s, that’s the immediate you know, one year kind of goal.  Uh, but I think you 

know, I think that’ll work out Ok. Uh.  I want, uh, I think I will most, most likely and I think 

I want to end up you know, on Wall Street.   

05.42.02 Uh, so I guess you know, 5 years from now, maybe have a job (LAUGHS) You know, that’s 

kind of scary, but.  You know, maybe uh, you know, work for someone on Wall street, and I 

guess, I don’t know, I want to do.  I want to.  I think even you know, even like think about 

like for my mom like maybe you know, she was at top level and she couldn’t get to that (?) 

very top level, you know, and uh, sometimes I think about that.  

05.42.34 I want to, for her, you know, 'cos she could never do that.  And even if she could, you know, 

that was taken away from her.  You know, so.  I think that’s you know, that’s what I want to 

do.  You know, I want to maybe get to the top (LAUGHS).  I don’t know.  I don’t know if 

it’s possible. But. 

 

 JW:   What about Squash?  Certainly that’s possible; what about squash?  

 

05.43.00 NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, squash.  Uh, well, I want to take college squash pretty seriously.  Uh, 

it’s actually getting, college squash is actually extremely competitive now.  Uh, lots of, lots 

of foreign kids actually come in and playing uh, college squash. Uh, so I don’t know if I 

could be like first team All American?  I don’t know how many people that is, but, that’d 

probably be my goal.  Just 'cos there are some extremely good squash players now in college 

squash.  I’ll never uh, I guess we can’t say that.  

05.43.33 But odds are that I’ll never be you know, top 3 or 4 or 5, 'cos they’re just you know, some 

you know, best, best junior players, some of the best junior players in the world are going to 

play in uh, in college squash now, so.  It may not be that realistic.  But uh, I actually have 

always wanted to uh, after college go play the pro tour for a year or two.   

05.43.59 And uh, again, Americans, I don’t know if you know this, but Americans are not very good 

at squash compared to the rest of the world . Uh, so uh, I don’t think we’ve had an American 

ranked in the top 80 for many, many years.  So I think if I could go play the pro tour and get 

even ranked top 80, that would be a really big achievement.  And not even that, but just I 
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think just to travel uh, the pro tour and travel the world, just to get to see everywhere in the 

world.  

05.44.33 You know, squash is played almost everywhere in the world. And just to be able to see you 

know, just to travel almost everywhere in the world I think would be unbelievable. You 

know, I don’t think you’ve got too many opportunities to do that.  So I’d love to do that.  Uh.   

 

 JW:   Ever wish all this (?)  

 

05.44.52 NICK CHIRLS:   Sometimes, sometimes.  I mean, (?) I think it’d be easier to you know, sit 

in front of my TV for the rest of my life (LAUGHS). You know, but I don’t know.   Don’t 

sound like that’s much fun. 

 

 JW:   What is that? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   Don’t sound like it’s much fun in the long run, so.  I don’t know. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:  Do you have any questions? 

 

05.45.25 NICK CHIRLS:   One thing I was gonna say actually, I was thinking about last night before I 

went to sleep is I was thinking about uh, like really what like September 11th was. You know, 

something like, and I would guarantee you that uh, you know, if you went up to 100 people 

on the street, 99 of them would say you know, oh, it was you know, such a tragic, you know, 

was a tragic day. 

05.45.58 But at the same time, you know, it was you know, an interesting day in our history and you 

know, a day we’ll never forget, and just a lot of just bullshit, I think.  You know, and you 

know, I just think that like, not just for me, but I would think that anyone you know, that’s 

lost a family member on September 11th, I would, I honestly like, you know, I don’t think of 

it like you know, an important day or like you know, a historical day.   
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05.46.25 I think of it just as the day that you know, my mom went to work and was murdered, you 

know?  I mean, that’s, I think of September 11th and I think my mom going to work like it’s 

any other day, and being killed for no reason. You know, and I just think that, it’s the most 

ridiculous thing in the world.  You know, I just think it’s the most ridiculous thing in the 

world, you know. 

05.46.56 And, and you know, for like you know, the other people that have lost family members I’m 

sure they feel very similar.  Just, you know, how stupid.  That was.  The whole day.  How it 

never should have happened. You know, my, my uh, at uh, I think maybe I wrote this in my 

paper about, about the uh, the memorial, but I remember my grandmother sitting behind me, 

my mom’s mom.   

05.47.31 And you know, she’s so old.  She’s been through, you know, like two strokes and so many 

medical, you know, she should have died, you know, 20 years ago before my mom.  And I 

remember her just you know, just whimpering, you know, to herself, how, you know, she 

shouldn’t be sitting there.  At my mom’s memorial.   

05.48.01 You know what I mean?  Like uh, you know, I think about how I live, I live in New York 

and it’s great, but at the same time, you know, I shouldn’t be living here.  You know, I 

shouldn’t have had to move.  I should still be in Princeton with my mom.  You know, and, 

and you know, how, how all of this was just should never have happened, you know?  

(PAUSE)  

 

 JW:   I hear you it’s true.  No, I’m glad you said that, I’m glad you said it.  Uh, we didn’t talk 

about it, but how angry are you? 

 

05.48.52 NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, extremely. Extremely, extremely angry.  Uh.  You know, uh, I can’t, 

I’ve, I’ve, I’m definitely gonna have to deal with you know, I have serious uh, I hate to say it, 

but I, you know, have serious distrust against Arab people.  You know. And uh, I view 

myself as, as an open person, as a person that’s not, you know, it’s not gonna discriminate 

against anyone.   

05.49.31 But nonetheless I find myself, you know, I’ll get into a cab and it’ll be an Arab and you 

know, I’ll find myself one, just even nervous to be even around an Arab person.  And two, 
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just angry.  You know, uh, and I know that it’s, you know, I know that that’s wrong.  I know 

that it’s not right, you know, but nonetheless, I can’t help it. 

05.49.59 And I have a lot of anger against, against the Arab world.  Uh, and I think that’s gonna take 

long, long time. You know, maybe (?) it will never be fixed, you know, but that’s just, you 

know, that’s how it is.  I, I am extremely angry.  And, and I found myself, especially after 

(some of that?) just disappointed in the American government.  

05.50.30 You know, a lot of people thought that, you know, the US was the greatest country after 

September 11th.  I don’t think so. I think that the American government was weak after 

September 11th.  

 

 JW:  What do you think should have been done? 

  

05.50.45 NICK CHIRLS:  I think that the day after (?) September 11th, we should have been sending 

troops into Afghanistan and finding the people who did this. I don’t think we should have 

thought twice about it, you know?  I, I don’t even know why we thought twice about it.  And 

I think that if any other country in the entire world was attacked and 3,000 people killed, I 

think any other country in the world would be sending ground troops to that country and 

beginning a war the next day.   

05.51.16 And I think that I mean, the US did not do that, and, and uh, you know, I think they’re weak. 

(because of that?) I don’t think they would do that.  I think, I even think that if there were 

another terrorist attack tomorrow and another 3,000 people (?) were killed, we still wouldn’t 

sent ground troops in the next day.   

05.51.34 It would take us a month of, of you know, fidgeting and thinking you know, who, who you 

know, are the people gonna be mad at us?  Or you know, is the press gonna not like it, you 

know?  You know?  Three thousand people were killed, you go kill the people that killed 

them.  Or, or you get those people that killed them.   

 

05.51.52 END OF TAPE #  NC-05, 3 of 4 
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05.52.02 PICTURE UP 

 

05.52.06 NICK CHIRLS:  (MID-STATEMENT)  I don’t know, you know, I, I just think it’s, I think 

that you know, the American government to a certain degree has just been, has been pathetic.  

You know, and, and I think that, I think if you ask any political uh, say if you ask any 

political analysis, you know, and, and I’ve done a lot of reading, you know, they’ll say that if 

we had send ground troops in the next day we would have gotten all of them.   

05.52.31 All, all, Osama bin Laden, you know, all of the main uh, guys.  Al-Qaida.  You know, and 

we did not get them because we did hesitate.  Uh, and you know, I think, I think that really 

shows great weakness, you know, in this country.  Uh, you know, and I think, I think, I 

completely, you know, I, I think that democracy is without a doubt the way to go. 

05.53.02 But I think that nonetheless, there are certain you know, I think there are certain weaknesses 

to democracy. You know, if, if we had had, you know, whatever we want to call it, dictator 

or king, he would, again, I think he would have sent (LAUGHS), you know, he wouldn’t 

have cared what anyone thought and he would have sent those troops in the next day to kill 

those people that killed his people.  Or get those people that killed those people. You know, 

and I think that’s a shame.  

05.53.30 You know, and I think, I think that’s why, I think because they hesitated, I do think another 

3,000 people are gonna be killed.   

 

 JW:   Do you think our country will be attacked again?  

 

05.53.42 NICK CHIRLS:   Oh, definitely.  And I think that, I think that government is directly 

responsible for that.  And I think that when those 3000 people are killed, I guarantee you that 

they will you know, first week they’ll (STUTTER) be behind those families that lost those 

people.   

05.54.01 And after that they’ll you know, they’ll say forget it, they won’t really be behind those 

people. 
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 JW:   Behind them, what do you mean? 

 

05.54.09 NICK CHIRLS:   Uh, financially.  Uh, you can, I don’t know, I guess, who cares about the 

government being behind you emotionally (LAUGHS).  But you know, I think particularly 

financially.  I think that uh, we could go on for hours about you know, victims’ compensation 

and all that.   

05.54.32 But uh, yeah, I mean, well, the government took responsibility for the airlines.  Uh, and so 

that’s why, you know about the victims’ compensation fund, do you? 

 

 JW:   I do know about it, but I, I’m not sure I know what your point of view is on it.  

 

05.54.47 NICK CHIRLS:   Oh, well, that’s been like you know, that’s been you know, like hours of 

time. You know, like you know, every day that’s like something my dad and I talk about 

practically.   

05.55.02 Uh, you know, or at least for months and months after.  Uh, what happened was the 

government, you know, more or less took responsibility for the airlines so that, so that 

everyone wouldn’t sue the airlines.  Uh, so the airlines wouldn’t go out of business, basically.  

Uh, and they said, if you go through us uh, we’ll properly compensate you and you don’t 

have to sue the airlines, 'cos that’ll you know, people didn’t even want to sue the airlines 

anyway 'cos that’ll take 10, 15 years, you know, just to recover any money from the airlines.   

05.55.34 Uh, uh, 'cos people didn’t really want to do that.  It wasn’t good for airline companies, for the 

economy, people did that.  Uh, so the government took it upon themselves, but they (?)  they 

didn’t give the people the option any more to go to the airlines.  They said, 'cos what they did 

is they took it upon themselves and then they limited the (?) liability of the airlines.   

05.55.59 So now people, you can’t really sue the airlines anymore.  Or if you do, it’ll take a billion 

years and you’re really not guaranteed anything.  Uh, so people aren’t gonna sue the airlines.  

So the government took it upon themselves. And now it’s been this whole big deal, you 

know, there were so many problems with the Victims’ Compensation Fund I can’t even 

being to explain.  Uh, one, well, the biggest problem was really that they were gonna uh, put 

a cap on the amount.   
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05.56.34 Uh, I think it was about $200,000.  You know, my mom made that, $200,000, you know, first 

of all, and they were deducting so many benefits, that we would have got the minimum 

amount, which was $500,000.  Which was not even, really not, not even a year’s worth of my 

mom’s salary.  Ok, uh.   

05.57.01 While certain people, really younger people whatever, I don’t want to use those, but basically 

it was, it was uh, not fair.  It was not you know, evenly distributed.  Uh, you know, it favored 

younger people and uh, basically even now, I think basically now they’ve said that there are 

gonna be no caps anymore.   

05.57.29 However they’re still deducting many, many things.  They’re deducting life insurance, for 

example.  Which would never be deducted, which has never been deducted uh, in any uh, uh, 

airplane accident or anything like that ever before.  Because if you think about it, someone is 

responsible and pays money their whole life to get that life insurance.  And now it’s being 

held against you in the Victims’ Compensation.   

05.57.59 So those who paid life insurance and those who didn’t pay life insurance end up being 

exactly the same.  So essentially it’s penalizing those who were more responsible and paid 

for life insurance their whole lives.  Uh, so there’s still many, many, many uh, discrepancies 

in it.  And what it comes down to is that there’re discrepancies because the government 

doesn’t feel like paying what they should pay to all of these families.   

05.58.28 And so essentially what it comes down to is they are putting the airlines’ interests in front of 

the families’ interests.  And so that’s been another big example of, of really disappoint, 

disappointment, you know, in uh, for me in my government.  Uh, you know, at one point my 

dad said, you know, we’re moving to France. (LAUGHS)  

05.58.57 You know, he had in his mind for a week or two that we, we’re not gonna live in this country 

any more, because he was so fed up with uh, with what, you know, they were, with what the 

government was doing.  And uh, I think that’s uh, I think, I’m angry at a lot of people.  You 

know, I think I’m angry at the government. I think I’m angry at, at kind of the whole Arab 

world, unfortunately.  And uh, you know.  I haven’t been, you know, and I don’t know, and I 

don’t know how long it’s gonna you know, take me if I ever can.  

05.59.34 You know, but.  You know, I mean, uh, my mom was murdered. You know.  For no reason 

at all.  My mom was murdered because she went to work.  You know, and, and you know, I, 

I’m even angry at, at, you know. 
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06.00.00 Hunter is actually a pretty liberal place, and I think I’ve become much more conservative 

after September 11th.  There were these, there were these bunch of liberal kids, a bunch of 

like uh, socialists, almost, uh, who I remember coming into one, one day uh, one day I was 

coming into school and I was handed a piece of paper uh, you know, fight for the rights of 

the detainees.   

06.00.26 You know, all the people involved in al-Qaida that were being held in I don’t even know 

where it is (~JW~) Right.  Uh, uh, you know, fight for their rights, you know, they’re, they’re 

being treated poorly. You know, if you look at it, the US government is spending millions of 

dollars on every single one of them, to make sure that they’re treated OK.  You know?  And 

to see these kids fighting for their rights, fighting for the rights of the people who killed my 

mom, you know, is, is incredibly hurtful.   

06.01.07 When I saw that, when I walked into school and I saw that little thing, you know, first I 

wanted to punch the kid in the face, you know?  And then I wanted to just go and cry.  'Cos I 

felt, you know, like, who, you know, who is with me?  You know, I go into school and I have 

to see a flyer from some kid, you know, who’s fighting for the rights of the people that killed 

my  mom. You know?  (PAUSE)   

06.01.37 You know, I’m just angry at a lot, a lot of people.  You know, and I think that, you know, 

after, after September 11th there were a few, uh, there’re you know, fewer and fewer people 

that I could actually you know, connect with. You know, (?) that felt, you know, the same 

way about certain things about, you know, about what’s right and what’s wrong.   

06.02.03 You know?  So. 

 

 JW:   This is an odd question to ask, but I have to ask you.  Is there any good (?) I don’t feel 

like it’s the appropriate question (?)  

 

06.02.30 NICK CHIRLS:   No, no I mean.  It’s hard to find anything good. I mean, it really is, because 

I have to honestly say that my mom was the most important person in the world to me.  The 

most important person.  And when the most important person in the world to you is 

murdered, you know, it’s hard to find anything good. You know, again, I mean, we talked I 

mean, I guess I’m, I’m (LAUGHS)  
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06.03.00 You know, I guess, you know, I’m a more creative person you know, but you know, what the 

hell does that mean?  You know, what, that, I’d much rather be a much less creative person 

and have my mom, you know?  So.  I don’t know.  Again, I mean, maybe I’ll look back in 5 

years from now and I’ll and I you know, I’ll think differently.  But it’s, it’s very, very hard to 

find anything good.   

06.03.30 You know, and uh, it’s disappointing because you know, it’s not like, it’s not like it was just 

September 11th.  I (?) felt like I’ve been disappointed many times by a lot of different groups 

of people after.  You know?  And uh, definitely for (?) the months after, it was like you 

know, it (?) was just a struggle against, you know, you know, uh. 

06.04.01 Especially because this Victims’ Compensation Fund, it’s kind of worked out now . Uh, 

worked out as much as it’s gonna be worked out.  But uh, but that was a huge part of our, of 

my family’s life.  That, that, that dictated a large part of our lives.  Uh, you know, my mom 

made a lot of money, but, but you know, not enough to really for us to really maintain our 

style of living, you know?   

06.04.38 For, for you know, for the rest of our lives.  You know, and only if this Victims’ 

Compensation Fund were set up right would we be able to keep on living our same lives.  So 

that was definitely a huge, huge deal.  I mean, if we were just gonna end up getting that 

minimum, then you know, it would, we would be living different lives right now.   

06.05.05 Fortunately it’s worked out, you know, better than that.  I’m not gonna say, you know, I’m 

not gonna say great, but you know, it’s worked out.  Better than, much better than that.  Uh, 

you know, and so we can keep on, you know, living the way we live.  You know, live in a 

nice house. You know, go to the casino and you know, take a nice, you know, take nice trips.  

And you know, that is nice.   

06.05.26 But you know, that was again that was another struggle, you know, and against your own 

government, you know? You know, that was, that was really tough, uh.  (PAUSE) so.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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