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01.01.01 PICTURE UP 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:  The several times we’ve spoken, as I remember you were going on a trip, right?  A 

squash trip?  How was that trip? 

 

01.02.11 NICK:   Uh, India (~JW~) Yeah, India.  I didn't realize (?) talked about that. 

 

 JW:   (?)  

 

01.02.19 NICK:   It was, it was great. It was really great.  I went and uh, went for about 2 weeks with 

uh, you know, the US Squash Team for the uh, it’s the, it was the World Junior Squash 

championships.   

01.02.33 And uh, yeah, it was really amazing. I mean, there I think 30 or so countries there, and it was 

great.  I just, we just met, you know, amazing people. 

 

 JW:   Did you do well there? 

 

01.02.50 NICK:   Yeah, we did, we actually did uh, the best the US has ever done, so we got 7th.  

Which was uh, I mean, it’s so relatively new sport compared, for us, compared to other 

countries, so. It was very good. 

 

 JW:   You did better than you thought? 
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01.03.10 NICK:   Yeah, I mean, I played, I played very well.  Like we. 

 

 JW:   Was there one pivotal match? 

 

01.03.16 NICK:   Yeah, there was one, there was definitely.  We uh, we had (?) to basically play 

Holland.  Uh, which was a very, very good team for, to get top aid.  And uh, we I don't know, 

I mean, we, we should have been playing a much easier team, but anyway.   

01.03.38 Uh, but uh, we, there's 3 matches, we split the first two.  And then uh, and there was mine.  

And uh, I, I don't know, I was just the (?) most nervous I’ve ever been in my life for a squash 

match.  And uh, I lost the first game pretty badly.  I was down like I think, 7-2 in the second 

game. You played 9.   

01.04.00 And then I actually won, I think it was 25 straight points. So I won 9-7, 9-0, 9-0  and it was 

just like it was amazing. And everyone like we all are kind of like ran on the court and there, 

we were actually, it was like 'cos it was a huge event. We were in uh, Chennai, which is 

southern India, and I think it was probably the biggest thing that’s ever happened to this uh, 

(LAUGHS) to this uh, it was actually a city but uh, you know, like the, the Hindu Times was 

there.  

01.04.30 Which is the biggest Indian newspaper, every day. And 'cos we were in the newspaper every 

day, and it’s just really amazing.  People would recognize us on the streets.  And uh, you 

know, ask for autographs.  Uh, it was really, really amazing. (~JW~) You know, we were 

like I don’t know, kind of like mini –celebrities for two weeks, so. It was really, really nice. 

 

 JW:   So the game was? 

 

01.04.52 NICK:   And that was, yeah, I mean, that was, that was huge.  That was definitely the biggest 

like I think squash moment I’ve ever had.  Uh, yeah, and we won and then we uh, you know, 

we kind of guaranteed a spot in the top 8, and ended up finishing 7th.  so it was really, it was 

really amazing.  It’s definitely better than we ever expected. 

 

 JW:   Especially the US?  You can’t look at the world’s superpower and not sort of make the 

headline, right? 
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01.05.18 NICK:   Yeah, definitely.  Uh, and actually our number one player uh, our number one player 

actually kind of, I mean, the, you see the thing is like the US is not given any respect in 

squash at all.  

01.05.34 And uh, so our number one player’s actually like I mean, he’s really pretty much, he actually 

goes to Yale and plays number one for Yale.  So he’s probably the best American junior 

ever.  Uh, and uh, so we went, he was like, you know, he wasn’t seeded at all.  And uh, he 

actually had to play the number 3 seed from Egypt.   

01.05.59 Uh, in the second round, and he beat him. Which was also just huge.  So like, 'cos none of us 

had ever expected that.  And he actually ended up getting to the quarter finals.  Which was I 

mean, it was the best finish ever for individual as well. Uh, he’s amazing.  So. 

 

 JW:   What year is he in? 

 

01.06.20 NICK:   He was a freshman last year. He’s a sophomore now. He played number one as a 

freshman, he got uh, second in uh, intercollegiate. 

 

 JW:   So he’s a team mate now? 

 

01.06.29 NICK:   Yeah, yeah, and a great guy.  Uh.  He, he’s amazing. He’s just amazing. He, he’s 

actually ranked 3rd in the US in men’s. So. 

 

 JW:   I didn't understand before, but there’s a whole profession no one knows about? 

 

01.06.49 NICK:   Yeah (~JW~) of course not.  But uh, yeah. I think, I don't know, I think he’s 

thinking about going, going pro for a little bit. So it’ll be cool.  

01.07.01 There’s actually a big tournament in Grand central every year, and no one ever realizes, you 

know, that?  It’s one of these tournaments of the world. It’s you know, you know uh, there 

was like the main terminal.  And then there’s that little uh, kind of corridor to the side, you 

know I’m talking about?  (~JW~)  
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 (SIMULTANEOUS CONVERSATION)  

 

01.07.22 NICK:   During the holidays they have like little stands and stuff.  Well, every year in uh, in 

January, they set up an all glass squash court in there.  And uh, it’s one of the biggest 

tournaments in the world, all the best players come. And it’s really cool.  

 

 JW:   Did you play in that? 

 

01.07.38 NICK:   Uh, I actually played in qualifying last year.  I didn't.  I didn't win but, (LAUGHS)  

it’s still fun.  (~JW~) It wasn’t in Grand Central, qualifying (?) you know?   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   How was squash this year for you? 

 

01.08.04 NICK:   Honestly, I didn't, like after uh, India I didn't really, I took kind of long, I needed a 

long break.  So I kind of, I haven’t really been, I haven’t really played competitively since.  

But uh, actually, yeah, I mean, there was the nationals.  I just.  I was sick of it.  I played a lot, 

so.  But uh. 

 

 JW:   Were you tired of it? 

 

01.08.31 NICK:   I mean, you kind of get like, I mean, I’ve been playing like junior tournaments since 

I was like 8 or 9, you know, and after a while it just becomes like, I don't know, less 

important, I guess.  You know?  Becomes less about uh, it’s more about I enjoy playing than 

actually you know, having to go out and travel and it’s pretty grueling, you know?   

01.09.01 A whole weekend of like basically non-stop squash and stuff.  But I don't know, I actually, 

I’m still young enough to play junior squash this year.  So I may, I may play a little big here 

and there. 'Cos I figure I’ll be playing a lot anyway for, for Yale.   
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 JW:   What about the competition when you play? I get the feeling you like that better than 

the traveling? 

 

01.09.30 NICK:   No, I (?) I mean, I’m a very competitive person. I love, I love competition.  But uh, 

it just gets tiring, you know, it just gets like overwhelming.  I just needed a break this year.  

But. 

 

 JW:   What about school this past year?  What about the second half of your senior year? 

 

01.10.04 NICK:   I don't know, I had a whole, I had a great whole year (LAUGHS).  My whole year 

was great.  Uh, I, I mean, I got my application stuff over with, and, the end of October, and 

then uh, got into Yale, I think it was actually, it was while I was in India I found out that I got 

in.   

01.10.28 Uh, that was it. (~JW~) Yeah, I mean, I don’t know, well, the thing is that I had, I have (?) a 

little easier just 'cos uh, I only took two classes uh, because I was doing this (?) internship.  I 

had uh, at Cantor. So I always wanted to take two classes at school. So I, I didn't really have 

much (school?) here. 

 

 JW:   For the entire year? 

 

 NICK:   Yeah, for the entire year.  Entire school year. 

 

 JW:   How did that work out? 

 

01.11.03 NICK:   Well, my school is (?) actually has a special thing. Well, the thing is that uh, like it’s 

a pretty intense high school, so actually junior year, you actually uh, you actually can 

graduate high school, basically. Like you have enough credits to graduate high school.  Uh, 

so what they do is kind of 12th grade is, they kind of just let you uh, they kind of encourage 

you to do other things uh, instead of going like instead of taking classes, like internships uh.  
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01.11.34 And uh, a lot of kids take, start taking classes at like Columbia and NYU.  I actually took a 

class at Columbia.  Uh, and so yeah. So.  I mean, basically most kids do internships for most 

of the year.  Uh.  So yeah, so I worked for Cantor all, all school year and then the summer. 

 

 JW:   How was that? 

 

01.12.00 NICK:   Yeah uh, I mean, it was great. I mean, I basically uh, it’s funny because I, over the 

summer I was kind of like trying to figure out where I was gonna do an internship, 'cos I 

knew I wanted to do something uh, involving business. And uh, so I kind of like, I contacted 

a bunch of places and it didn't really go well.  Uh. 

 

 JW:   How do you mean it didn't go well? 

 

01.12.27 NICK:   They just weren’t very responsive.  I mean, it’s kind of tough.  It’s not many you 

know, very, very, very few firms are gonna hire a high school kid, you know?  I mean, it’s 

tough to get an internship there when you’re you know, a senior in college.  So uh, yeah, so 

most firms are just not responsive at all.  And then I don't know why but I never even, I never 

even thought of working at Cantor. I don't even know why.  And then uh, and then all of a 

sudden, yeah, it kind of just like clicked.  

01.13.02 I was like wow, I just talked to Cantor. Like I know a lot of people there already.  Uh, so I 

actually just, I sent an e-mail directly to Howard. And uh, (~JW~) Yeah, Howard Ludnick.  

And uh, and uh, yeah, I mean, I was like contacted like two days later.  And it was easy. I 

mean, they, they were like, they were just amazing. You know, come on in, we’ll, you know, 

don't worry about it.   

01.13.30 You know, we’ll find you a place.  You know, just come in (LAUGHS) and like and uh, you 

know, we don't know what you’re gonna do yet, (LAUGHS) but we’ll find something for 

you to do.  And uh, so I yeah, I mean, when school started uh, for ten hours a week, and uh, 

actually worked directly for uh, this senior management director for most of the year.  A guy 

named Paul Pion, who’s kind of (Howard Ludnick’s?) like right, right hand man, more or 

less.   
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01.14.03 Uh, and he was actually brought to Cantor after September 11th.  Uh, but really nice guy.  

Really young guy, he’s like 29, 30 tops.  Uh, well, Howard’s only 40.  Most people don’t 

realize that he was actually  uh, he was the president and chairman of uh, of Cantor at 31.  So 

(LAUGHS) he’s a really young guy.   

01.14.30 Uh, and uh, yeah, so.  

 

 JW:   What kind of things did you do? 

 

01.14.38 NICK:   Well, actually one thing that was uh, that was really great was that uh, although I 

kind of didn't like, I didn't really get to establish myself in one particular area, at Cantor all 

year.  Uh, basically what, what the, I guess their goal for me was that they kind of which was 

really great is that uh, basically this guy, Paul, kind of you know, took me under his wing.  

01.15.03 And uh, basically said that I want to you know, I want to show you how this company is run, 

basically.  And uh, what I did for most of the year is I would spend a month in the tax 

department, figure out what they’re doing for the company.  Spend a month in uh, you know, 

legal.  Figure out what they’re doing for the company.  Spend a couple, I spent a couple of 

months in the executive office.  You know, figure out what they are doing.   

01.15.32 Uh, and I was everywhere, human resources Uh, I was on the floor for a little bit.  Uh, I was 

in uh, accounting, I was everywhere. Basically I was every, in every department of the 

company by the end of the year.  And so uh, I didn't learn as much about, I kind of, I kind of 

got a broader sense of what Cantor does.   

01.15.58 Which is really, which I thought was really valuable at the end of the year.  Uh, instead of 

kind of, instead of kind of being like specialized in one area for the whole year, kind of figure 

out what every, everyone does.  Which is nice.  Uh. 

 

 JW:   It’s pretty unusual to be able to (?)  

 

01.16.19 NICK:   Yeah, I mean, it was, I really just, it was amazing. It was really an amazing 

opportunity.  And uh, and the other thing is that (?) because, also because that is (?) I met 

everyone, you know, by the end of the year I really feel like (LAUGHS) I, you know, I really 

felt like I knew half the company.   
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01.16.34 You know?  Which was uh, which was really nice, and everyone was you know?  Everyone 

was for the most part, incredibly welcoming, you know?  But. 

 

 JW:   (?)  

 

01.16.50 NICK:   I mean, by the end of the year, it was just like oh, Hey, Nick, like you know?  You 

know, we want you in our department, like you know, what, what are you gonna do for us, 

(LAUGHS) you know?  So it was really nice.  Uh, but yeah, I felt like I, I knew most 

everyone.  Which was also really nice. 

 

 JW:   And you did it in the summer? 

 

01.17.11 NICK:   And then I did in summer and uh, I mainly (?) I mainly worked in uh, in the legal 

department for the summer. I actually, I really wanted to work on the floor uh, but it didn't 

work out.   

01.17.28 But uh, I ended up working in the legal department. And uh, it was fine.  But uh, yeah, I 

mean, the, the I mean, the best part of the summer uh, they kind of, I think they kind of felt 

bad for me (LAUGHS) that, that like you know, they didn't give me a job on the floor.  So 

basically uh, they let me into this uh, into this training program, which is, you know, it’s I 

mean, it’s one of the most competitive training programs I think there is.  I mean, there  

 were 8 kids, you know, 8 kids out of, I think they got uh, somewhere in the range of  

 like 3,000 applicants.   

01.18.07 They chose 8 for uh, for the uh, for the program.  It’s funny because uh, I think 5 or 6 of  

 the 8 uh, got into the program because they were very good friends with someone or they 

were related to someone (LAUGHS) in the company.   

01.18.27 You know, kind of what I was telling you about. It’s just, you know Cantor’s all about, you 

know, friends and family.  Uh, so uh, yeah, so I just, I did this training program. It was 

actually for uh, a relatively newer division of Cantor called Cantor Market Data.  And uh, but 

uh, it was a very like they give you a pretty broad uh, like financial training sessions in the 

span of about uh, 3 weeks.  
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01.19.01 And so I just learned a lot about you know, how the market work, how Cantor works, what 

Cantor’s role is, basically.  And uh, I learned, I learned more about you know, the financial 

world, I’d say, in those 3 weeks than my entire life.  So it was really, really valuable. It was 

great.  And also (?) you know, you meet good people.  Uh. 

 

 JW:   What about the guy who ran the training program?  

 

01.19.33 NICK:   Well, Greg Manning.  We talked.  Uh, he, he worked for Euro Brokers. Uh, worked 

for Euro Brokers before uh, before September 11th.   His wife was uh, worked for Cantor.  

She was uh, the worst burn victim that survived.  From the attacks. And uh, just an amazing 

man.  He came, he uh, ended up coming to Cantor.   

01.20.02 Uh, shortly afterwards.  And uh, he actually, he, I think he actually runs the Cantor market 

data division.  Uh, and uh, he ran the training program which is just, he’s a tough guy, but 

you know, he’s an amazing man.  And uh, he’s just, he’s very, I mean, I feel like he’s just 

very dedicated to everything.   

01.20.31 You know, so his job, to Cantor, to his family.  Amazing, really amazing guy.  Uh, so.  And I 

feel like those are the people that you come in contact with all the time in Cantor.  You 

know?  Before September 11th, too, you know, but just kind of you know, brought definitely 

I think the best out of everyone that survived.  And after.   

 

 JW:   Do you remember when I asked you where do you think you’ll be in five years?  You 

discussed this last time, about your mom working on Wall Street.  How much did you feel 

the influence? 

 

01.21.30 NICK:   Absolutely. I mean, I think like (changed my mind?) in five years. I don't, I don't 

want to work uh, like on Wall Street. I want to work for Cantor.  You know?  I could 

definitely see myself working for Cantor for the rest of my life.  Uh, because yeah, I mean, 

it’s like, it’s part of everyone there. You know, I feel like everyone, everyone there is not, 

you know, it’s different. Everyone there is not, no longer just working, you know, to make 

that extra buck.   
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01.21.56 You know, they are, they are actually working for something.  You know, I, I mean I would 

say very honorable, which is extremely rare. You know, on Wall Street. Not necessarily (?) 

you know, before September 11th was I uh, you know looking for, you know, I want to go 

into Wall Street, but you know, I want to be honorable, you know?  You know, and I mean, 

it’s not, that’s not what Wall Street’s about, you know? (LAUGHS) Uh, it’s about making 

money.  And uh, and uh, I kind of, I mean, that’s you know, that’s what my mom did and it’s 

what you know, she, I mean, she loved it, you know?   

01.22.30 She came home every day and wanted to talk to me about it.  And, you know, teach me, and 

you know, kind of groom me to, to do it as well.  And uh, I think for Cantor, after September 

11th, it certainly, I mean, they’re still in the business to make money, but I think they’re also 

now in it to do, you know, something honorable and something really special, which is 

extremely rare.   

01.22.56 Uh, and everyone I mean, everyone there is working to, for the same thing, I feel like.  

Everyone there, everyone there knew someone or lost someone you know, close to them, you 

know?  Or was working next to the person that lost someone close to them.  Uh, and so yeah, 

I mean, every day I work there I think about my mom.  Every day.  And uh. 

 

 JW:   In what way? 

 

01.23.25 NICK:   In (?) in an amazing way. In like in a way that I feel like I’m doing something that 

she absolutely would have wanted me to do.  You know?  And like uh, you know, doing 

something that, that you know, will you know, continue her, you know, her work, her legacy.  

Uh, I mean, I love it there.  You know?  Uh, I would love, I would love to run Cantor 

Fitzgerald one say.  

01.23.59 I would love to. 

 

 JW:   To what? 

 

01.24.03 NICK:   To run it (LAUGHS).  So.  You know? I think I just, yeah. I think it would be 

amazing. 
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 JW:   Your mother worked in the E speed division?  

 

 NICK:   Yeah. 

 

 JW:   Did you work in that division? 

 

 NICK:   Uh, no.  I don't work in E speed at all.  Uh, but uh. 

 

 JW:   Is that by choice or just by how it worked out? 

 

01.24.28 NICK:   Just how it worked out, yeah. Uh, but I mean, E Speed is very special part of Cantor.  

Uh, I don't know if you know a lot about E Speed. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.24.55 NICK:   It’s I mean, it’s basically, I mean, it is the future of Wall Street. And that’s why my 

mom worked for them, you know?  Uh, 'cos she actually only worked for them for uh,  

 maybe 4 or 5 months before September 11th.  Uh, and uh, she actually uh, she was looking at 

several jobs to go do. And uh, E Speed was definitely. I mean, she, she worked in uh, she 

was just a bonds, basically a bonds sales woman (LAUGHS).   

01.25.28 Uh, before E Speed, and E Speed was a very different job, so she was definitely hesitant 

about taking it. On the other hand, she, she knew, you know, just like everyone else that  

 E Speed, you know, and electronic trading in general, but mostly E speed is the future of 

Wall Street.  And uh, you know, she dug it 'cos she knew that you know, it’s definitely a 

wonderful, wonderful opportunity. 

01.25.59 And it is, you know, now is the perfect time because it’s just kind of taking off.   

 

 JW:   Can you explain it? 

 

01.26.08 NICK:   It’s basically it’s uh, it’s basically I mean, it’s like, it’s like Napster, you know?  Uh, 

but for large institutions uh.  (~JW~)  
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.26.37 NICK:   It’s basically it’s a server, it’s an electronic server.  And large institutions come 

together and uh, you know, they uh, they bid uh, they buy and sell.  Uh, anything.  It could be 

uh, no stocks, but uh, securities uh, you know, energy derivatives uh,  

01.27.04 and basically any commodity you can think of can more or less be traded on E Speed.  Uh, 

and it’s uh, I think there’s something like uh, I think it was 150 billion trades every, daily.  

Uh, on E speed.   

01.27.28 Uh, it’s just a huge amount of volume.  And uh, mostly US government securities.  And uh, 

basically it just takes out, it just takes out the middle man. You know, it takes out uh. 

 

 JW:   Does it take the emotion out, too? 

 

 NICK:   It’s definitely less personable, yeah, I mean, it’s definitely less personable.   

 

 JW:   I don't mean that in a bad way.  Isn’t it like using the computer to create correctives? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

0128.16 .NICK:   Well, yeah, you can do certain, you can do certain things like that where you 

program uh, your computer to buy or sell whenever it’s at this level.  But uh, but I mean, it’s 

still, people behind the computers, it’s just there are no brokers any more.   

01.28.35 Uh, which is huge, because the fact is that you know, thousands and thousands of brokers  

 in 10, 15 years are not longer gonna have jobs.  Because it’s absolutely the future of Wall 

Street.  But it’s also what, I mean, it does a few things.  

01.28.58 It also is a much fairer marketplace because everything’s public. There’s no hearsay you 

know?  You see exactly right in front of you, you know.  I mean, it’s basically it’s the best 

indication for where exactly uh, a bond should be or anything should be priced.  So in that 

sense it’s really uh, it’s good.  Uh, also Cantor, Cantor was basically the pioneer of electronic 

trading uh, which was basically started by Howard Ludnick.  
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01.29.31 Uh, and uh, they own basically, I don’t know, they own like the entire market, basically 

(LAUGHS).  I mean, they are, they actually own, they basically uh, the biggest thing is that 

they own pretty much all the patents for it.  So legally they’re pretty much the only ones can, 

that can do certain things that they do uh, at least for the next, you know, however many 

years.   

01.29.56 So right now they uh, E Speed is just basically in an unbelievable position in an unbelievable 

market.  So.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   He’s one of the guys who owns one of those patents? 

 

01.30.19 NICK:   So yeah, I mean, it’s amazing. And uh, they uh, actually their first, the first uh, 

quarter after September 11th was their first profitable quarter.  As far as I know, and yeah, I 

mean, it’s just an amazing company   

01.30.35 Uh, yeah. 

 

 JW:   When you’re going to work, you get really excited about your work?  What’s the thing 

that you like at Cantor, like the numbers? 

 

01.31.00 NICK:   Yeah, I mean, I’m definitely like a more math, numbers person. But I also like 

people, you know, I like dealing with people.  I like you know, 'cos every one at Cantor has a 

story, everyone is you know, just interesting. You know?  Uh, so I’ve really just, my time at 

Cantor is (?) I’ve enjoyed just meeting all the people, just talking to all the people.   

01.31.29 Howard Ludnick actually has this uh, has this, his you know, his assistant uh, I guess it was 

probably the person I became kind of closest to at Cantor this year, and uh, really just an 

amazing, an amazing woman.  Uh, just kind of anything I needed, she was just like right 

there for me.  

01.31.34 And she kind of just like right there for anyone at the company, really.  Like that’s sort of 

like everyone kind of goes to her. You know? She’s like in a lot of ways like I feel like the 
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center of the company.  Just pretty amazing.  Uh, I just met a lot of interesting people.  

Howard Ludnick is amazing, you know?   

01.32.10 Howard Ludnick is my hero you know?  If there’s any one after September 11th that I feel 

like did the most, you know, uh, it would be Howard. 

 

 JW:   Why do you say that specifically related to your job?  Why do you say, more 

specifically why do you say that? 

 

01.32.30 NICK:   Yeah, I mean, like honestly, like, I mean, it’s like seeing it. He’s like my hero. I 

mean, it’s like seeing any hero, like if you’re even in the presence of them, you know, like 

you just feel better?  You know, like he, and I feel like he does that for so many people.  You 

know, like I, for most of the year I worked right next to him, you know, just working.  Like 

not even dealing with him, just working right next to him.  Like felt like I was doing 

something good, something like, something right.   

01.33.00 You know?  Uh, you know?  And I feel like everyone like, I feel like most of the world, you 

know, after September 11th looks at like Guiliani and, I guess maybe Bush, (LAUGHS) I 

don't know (LAUGHS).  Uh, but I feel like everyone at Cantor looks, looks to Howard.  So. 

 

 JW:   We talked last year a little bit about another side, which was about your writing on 

occasion.  Are you doing any of that? 

 

01.33.36 NICK:   Uh, yeah.  Well, I took, I mean, I actually took creative writing this year.  Uh, for 

school, at school. and uh, it was great.  It’s great. I mean, uh, that’s definitely something I’m 

very, very passionate about.  Uh,  

 

 JW:   Do you get a chance to do it? 

 

01.33.57 NICK:   Yeah, I mean, it’s kind of, I don't know, I feel like I, I should write more. I don't 

write as much on my own, but.  I feel like I wrote some really, really good stuff. (~JW~) For 

my class.  A lot of, like a lot of poetry this year.  I really kind of got into it.   
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 JW:   Is it an outlet? 

 

01.34.23 NICK:   Absolutely.  Absolutely. I wrote a lot about my mom.  Uh, yeah, yeah.  And it’s 

also, it’s just my best writing, also, you know?  Some I, I guess I’m the most passionate 

about it.  Uh.  So.   

 

 JW:   Because you’ve got a math side of your brain, which is wonderful, but you’ve also 

clearly got a right and a left brain. And that some people are fortunate to kind of have a. 

 

01.35.03 NICK:   Yeah, well, I mean, let’s say math and numbers and I guess competition, betting and 

stuff like that, which is mostly Wall Street is definitely my first love. But definitely after 

September 11th uh, I definitely found a love in writing.  Uh, I found like, I just found, I found 

a way to get my thoughts out on paper, which was really important for me, I think.   

01.35.33 Uh.  Yeah, I mean, I think it was really special. And, and uh, luckily I had a teacher at 

Lawrenceville, when I was going to Lawrenceville at the time, who kind of brought it out.  

Uh, you know? Thankfully.  Uh, I was in a creative writing class at the time or no, I’m sorry, 

like an essay writing class at the time, and basically, you know, he just said forget about what 

we’re doing, you know?   

01.36.05 Just like write for you.  And uh, it was great because I found great comfort in it, and I found 

something that I, I never thought I could do before.  So. (~JW~) it was great.   

 

 JW:   And when do you find yourself writing?   

 

01.36.36 NICK:   I usually write really late at night.  Really late at night, either before I’m going to 

sleep, or if I can’t sleep uh, I like to just like sit at my computer and listen to music and write. 

That’s my best time, when it’s just quiet, when there’s nothing around.  So.   

 

 JW:   We talked a lot about the good conversations you had with your mom and her coming 

home as an outlet. How has this year been, I mean, in general, without that? 
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01.37.17 NICK:   Really, really hard. Really, really hard.  Uh.  I mean, I don't know, you know, I’m 

sad I don't have that any more.  Uh.  (LAUGHS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.37.52 END OF TAPE #  NC.0903.0100.1 

 

TAPE # NC.0903.0200.2 
Nick Chirls 
Interview, New York, 09.12.2003 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/Director 
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
 
02.01.50 PICTURE UP 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   We were talking about your mom? 

 

02.02.57 NICK:   Uh, I mean, you know, it’s something uh, I mean, that’s just something won’t, that I 

don't think will ever change.  And I can talk to my friends and, you know, but.  My family.  

But it’s just, you know, it’s (?) I mean, it’s something that’s missing.  Uh.   

 

 JW:   How did this year go remembering her?  Are there things that come up that trigger 

memories? 

 

02.03.49 NICK:   Yesterday was, was, not, actually not as hard as I thought it was gonna be.  Uh, I 

think because like you prepare for days like that, you know?   

02.04.01 Especially 'cos September 11th is such a you know, such a national ordeal now that, that uh, 

you know I feel like (?) I like, the first anniversary, after that, I was you know, preparing the 



PROJECT REBIRTH:  Nick Chirls - TAPE # NC.0903.0100.1 -  JW, Pro/dir – 09.12.2003     Page 17 of 51 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT REBIRTH    P.O. Box 901 Peck Slip Station  New York, NY  10272-0901     (212) 346-1482 

whole year for second anniversary, you know?  I mean, (?) I feel like there are a lot harder 

things to deal with than you know.   

02.04.30 I feel like the, that it’s not even as much sad as it is uh, nice.  Almost, the anniversary. I 

mean, it’s tough, but, you know, but it’s also nice when like all the, all the families can come 

together and, and you know, I felt like this year wasn’t as much about, about everyone being 

killed as much about everyone uh, remembering those that, those that died.   

02.05.00 Uh, so in that sense it was really nice.  Uh.  It’s always hard to go down to Ground Zero, but 

now it almost feels just like a construction site.  You know?  Which is, which is really, really, 

really sad for me.  Uh.   

02.05.27 You know, I mean, I view as I think many other people view Ground Zero is you know, my 

mom’s you know burial ground.  And uh.  You know?  I mean, it feels like they’re just 

treating it as a construction site now, which is, yeah, it’s not nice.  But I mean, I don't know.  

I, yesterday was nice, that’s all. (~JW~)  

02.06.06 It was a nicer ceremony, I thought, than the year before, 'cos it wasn’t as much, you know.  

You know, I hate when all the politicians get up there and you know, give their two cents, 

'cos you know?  They’re just there to give their two cents.  I don't feel like they’re actually 

there to you know, 'cos they, 'cos they. 

02.06.33 You know, because they, I don't know, I guess because they mean, you know mean 

something.  I don't know, mean something to them, but you know, I’d much rather hear from 

one of the family members give their two cents.  Uh, so but this year there was less that, it 

was much smaller.  You know, it was just, really just more just the families.  And uh, the 

Cantor memorial was really nice.   

02.07.04 Uh, and then I went to the promenade last night. And that was you know, I just lit a candle 

and they had the lights.  It’s kind of yeah, I mean, it was just a quieter memorial this year.  

But I like it, I like that. 

 

 JW:   You also were on the podium? 

 

02.07.33 NICK:   They kind of just contacted uh, all the families, and just asked if you know, if I 

guess would like to speak, my sister and I.  I mean, I thought it was really, really nice.  And 

so yeah, we said yes.   
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 JW:   Were you very nervous? 

 

02.07.56 NICK:   It was, I don’t know. It wasn’t that bad.  Uh, (?) like that, like those kinds of things 

like you don’t even like, realize that you’re actually doing it when you’re doing it, you know 

what I mean?  Uh, but, yeah, it was nice. 

 

 JW:   Was it like an out of body experience? 

 

02.08.26 NICK:   Yeah, one of those things where it’s like yeah, you know what I mean?  Like it’s 

over already and you’re just like.  It was nice. I mean, it was nicer just to see all the kids.  

Well, sad, but. 

 

 JW:   I thought it was special and personal. 

 

02.08.48 NICK:   Yeah.  I mean, it’s very sad just to, you know, and in the tent before to see you 

know, hundreds and hundreds of kids who, you know, lost a parent or brother or sister.  You 

know?   

 

 JW:   When you were preparing for this day, during the quieter moments during the year, did 

things come up?  It’s hard to ask and I know it’s hard to talk about it, but I’m just curious? 

 

02.09.27 NICK:   Uh, my mom’s birthday was really tough, because I was, it was like my third day of 

college, which was just like a week ago, or two weeks ago.  Uh, it was tough.  Just 'cos  I’m 

around a lot of people I know now, it kind of felt like, like it felt on September 11th, you 

know, two years ago, going through something at a, at a new school with no one I knew.  

Kind of reminded me of that.   

02.10.06 Uh, I know uh, yesterday uh, even just what I, I kept thinking about it is, you know, what I 

was doing at that particular time two years ago.  You know?  You know, I remember like last 

night for example, when I got in bed, I remember getting into bed two years ago with you 

know, my whole family, in my dad’s bed.  
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02.10.29 And I remember just my brother just starts crying.  And getting up early the next morning 

and going into the city.  But thought a lot about it yesterday about how uh, it’s weird, how 

like literally the moment that I heard that the World Trade Center was hit, I just, I knew.  

You know?  I knew that my mom was killed.   

02.11.01 You know?  There was no doubt in my mind.  You know?  And uh, (?) I don't know if it’s 

good or bad you know, that people, you know, are out there for weeks, you know?  Looking 

for their loved ones when you know?  I think most of us knew that what actually went on.  

So.   

 

 JW:   And Yale, being there on that day (?)  

 

02.11.36 NICK:   Yeah, it was just, it was really tough.  I mean, I lit a candle and uh.  Uh, I mean, I 

haven’t really told many people even now that you know?  I told one of my roommates, so 

I’m guessing that he told the other ones.  But uh.  You know? I don't tell people now because 

I, like it’s (?) you know I’ve become like immune to it.  

02.12.01 You know, immune to you know, saying my mom died in the World Trade Center. You 

know it’s almost like I’m not even saying it any more. It just like comes out because I’ve said 

it so many times. You know?  Mostly to myself, really (LAUGHS).  And uh, yeah, so it’s not 

hard for me to tell people.  It’s just, it’s hard for me like I wouldn’t want to be in that 

position.   

02.12.36 Their position.  You know, because there’s nothing you can say and nothing you can do that, 

that’s like right.  You know?  So I, I almost don't tell them for them, you know?  Because I, I 

don't know, I wouldn’t want to be in that position.   

02.12.56 Because yeah, I mean, there’s nothing they can say or do that, that like is right, is the right 

thing to do.  In that position.  So for that reason it’s kind of been hard for me to tell people.  

Uh, so.  Yeah, it’s just lonely.  It’s just very lonely.   

 

 JW:   Is it awkward to talk to people?  Because you’re saying something and you’re thinking 

of other people first.  Which is nice. 
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02.13.43 NICK:   Yeah, I mean, yeah, I mean, I think that’s definitely been one of the hardest parts, is 

just meeting new people because you have like, you have this thing that, that everyone knows 

about, everyone talks about, even.  You know?   

02.14.03 Just like it’s always talked about, September 11th is always talked about in one way or 

another, you know?  I can’t tell you how many times like even just being at college for a 

week, I’ve heard people mention something about September 11th, you know, for this reason 

or for that reason.  And like you know, I just think to myself, like you know (PAUSE) .   

02.14.30 What would they be thinking if they knew about me?  You know?  I don't want people like 

acting differently, I want people to say what they want to say.  You know?  You know, if 

they knew that this kid over here you know, his mom died, you know, maybe they wouldn’t 

you know, say what they wanted to say.  I don't know.  So, yeah, but it’s tough, because part 

of me wants to say like, you know, (?) part of me wants to say like, you know, just like, you 

know shut up.   

02.15.04 You know, don't fucking say anything about it because you don't know anything about it, you 

know?  But a part of me doesn’t want, doesn’t want them, you know, to, to change what 

they’re gonna say or what they feel about it.  So.  I don't know. Its kind of like it’s, I mean, 

it’s a tough situation.  I want to be open with people, but.   

02.15.31 It’s tough. 

 

 JW:   Does it feel like a secret? 

 

02.15.34 NICK:   Yeah, it does feel like a secret, absolutely.  And it’s always been kind of like a 

secret, you know?  But just because (?) well, something that was really big after, after 

actually after September 11th, was just like I you know, didn't want people to treat me 

differently, you know?   

02.16.03 And uh, so for that reason it was kind of like, I kind of, it’s a secret. And now it’s not even 

that any more because now it’s just, now it’s just you know, I just feel bad for people that are 

in that position.  I almost feel embarrassed for them, you know what I mean?  Not that I 

would do any better in that position, but.   

02.16.31 You know?  You know, I don't want to hear any more, I’m sorry’s.  You know?  It’s just. 
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 JW:   Is that part of moving forward? 

 

 (SIMULTANEOUS CONVERSATION)  

 

02.16.55 NICK:   No, I mean, I’d love to like I’d love to (?) one day be able to you know, like I don't 

know, because I guess I haven’t, I still haven’t figured out the appropriate response to their 

response. You know?  I say like, you know, my mother died on September 11th and they say 

I’m sorry, and (?) then I don't know what to say.  You know?  Uh, yeah, I mean,, I’d love to 

one day be able to like say it and just act like not normally but appropriately.   

02.17.32 'Cos I, two years later I still don't know you know? I guess how to act?  You know, I mean, 

other people don't, clearly. 

 

 JW:   Are you talking about other people treating you differently?  It’s an admirable quality 

to not want people to treat you differently, but it can be pretty tough? 

 

02.18.18 NICK:   It’s funny because I don't know, like it’s, there’s like, it’s funny because on the one 

hand I want to be honest with people and I want people to know, you know, whatever it is 

about me.   

02.18.30 But I don't know, it’s hard to say.  I mean, that’s hard to kind of put into words. I mean, I, I 

feel like people to a certain extent won’t be able to be honest with me if I’m honest with 

them about certain things.  You know, they’ll no longer be able to treat me, you know, they’ll 

be treating me, and I don't want that.  You know, they’ll treat me oh, that kid that, you know. 

02.19.02 And it’s, then it’s definitely, it definitely is very much to do with September 11th, because I 

feel like you know, everyone knows, everyone has a friend who, who has lost a parent, I feel 

like, you know, or lost someone. But because this was such a national, a national, you know, 

event, you know, it’s, it’s something that, that I guess hits, hits more, hits much closer to 

home for people than if they, you know, if it’s you know, if my mom died of cancer.   

02.19.45 You know?  Oh, you’re that kid that I’ve been you know, seeing, you know, oh, you’re one 

of those kids that I’ve been seeing on the news, you know, about you know, how you know, 

how you know, this was so horrible. Like they, they kind of. 
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02.20.02 It’s weird how they kind of expect or already know like kind of what, how you feel.  Because 

they’ve heard about it.  But they don't. 

 

 JW:   It’s sort of a weird thing like this odd familiarity. 

 

02.20.17 NICK:   Yeah, exactly. It’s just an odd familiarity that they feel like, they feel like they, they 

feel like they feel like they have. You know?  I don't know. It’s just hard to explain. 

 

 JW:   Which is different. 

 

02.20.37 NICK:   Not that, I’m not saying that it’s any worse or better, I just feel like it’s just, it’s just 

different, you know?  Having a mother die in the World Trade Center, you know?   

 

 JW:   How are your brother and sister? 

 

02.20.55 NICK:   Uh, they’re ok.  They’re ok. 

 

 JW:   What about that night you described? 

 

02.21.11 NICK:   Uh, I don't know, my family situation is kind of difficult right now, to say the least.  

Uh, I think I told you this, my dad got a, I think we actually talked about it last year how he 

was dating this woman.  

02.21.28 And uh, they got married in, I think it was April. And uh, it’s been really, really difficult for 

all of us, I think.  My brother’s just very, very confused to say the least.   

02.22.00 Uh, I mean, my dad doesn’t talk.  You know, my dad just doesn’t talk.  He, you know, his 

way of dealing with all of this has been to, to shut it off.  And uh it’s gonna end up being 

very bad for Dillon, for my brother and sister, Dillon and Sydney.  Uh.  

02.22.34 I think in many ways this year I was kind of thrust into a position of fatherhood.  For Dillon 

and Sydney.  Uh, which you know, not necessarily bad, I mean, I love them more than 

anything else in the world.  But I don't know, it’s just been kind of unfortunate,  I feel like, 

that my dad hasn’t done it himself.   
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02.23.04 Uh, you know, I mean, what actually I ended up doing this year is uh, Thursday night, ice 

cream with uh, my brother and sister, and it’s sad, but that’s really the only time that they 

ever get to talk about anything substantial.   

02.23.29 Uh, my brother, for example, was so confused this year that he thought that uh, well, he was 

adopted, so he’s in a particularly difficult situation, since that he feels like his first mother 

was his biological mother.  My mother was his second mother, and now he has this third 

mother.  And he was so confused this year that he thought that he was gonna get a new father 

soon. 'Cos that’s how it works, you know, you have this parent for a while and then, you 

know,  you get a new one.   

02.24.02 Uh, and I don't, my dad just has not been there to clarify things, uh, and I think that’s kind of 

been my role this year.  And I think it will be for ever.  Uh, my sister, I mean, my sister like 

I’m not half as tough as my sister is, that’s for sure.   

02.24.34 She is amazing.   

 

 JW:   How so?  Because I think you’re pretty tough. 

 

02.24.40 NICK:   She is amazing. She’s you know, she just deals with things, you know, doesn’t 

complain about it.  Just takes it.  And uh, you know, especially with my, you know, this 

family uh, this year, you know, my uh, my family situation is pretty bad, you know, I mean, I 

was thinking about moving out for a while.  Uh, and my sister on the other hand, I don't 

know, maybe just because she’s younger, but she just you know, my dad’s impossible to deal 

with and he just, she just, she just does, she just deals with it, doesn’t argue with it.   

02.25.28 You know, if she complains to me, but you know, she just, she, she has an amazing ability 

just to say she’s almost you know, she’s almost more of an adult than my father is in a lot of 

ways.  You know?  She has an amazing ability just to say you know what? This isn’t worth  a 

fight, you know?  So he maybe irrational, but I’m just gonna do it, you know?  And it’s 

pretty amazing.  Uh, and it’s something my mom tried to teach all of us, you know?   

02.26.01 In terms of family, in terms of work, anywhere.  You know, sometimes you’re gonna deal 

with people who you know, who are gonna make you so angry and it’s just not worth it.  You 

know?  To get in a fight. You know, your boss makes you so angry, but he’s your boss, you 

know, and it’s just not worth it to get in that fight.  Uh, you know, sometime, you have to you 
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know, you have to really pick and choose your fights.  Sometimes it’s just not worth it.  

Sometimes you just have to shut up and do what you have to do, and my sister does that 

amazingly.   

02.26.34 I really admire that 'cos I certainly can’t do it nearly as well.  And my mom was never able to 

do it. That’s why she tried to teach it to us.  That was one of her uh, that was one of her 

biggest problems just at the work place was that she was never willing to take any crap from 

anyone.  And uh, uh, I mean, in Wall Street in general, it’s incredibly hard for women uh, 

you know, and she, she, friends of hers that came up the ranks (?) with her, and you know, 

would make it to that higher level because you know, they were just willing to you know, 

suck it up and it’s not.   

02.27.11 I don’t know, I don't view it as a bad thing.  You know, just to suck it up and take some shit 

from their boss, you know?  'Cos sometimes that’s what you got to do, and my mom was 

never able to do that. You know?  I don't know if it’s a bad or good thing, you know, she, she 

was tough, like she was her own woman.  Uh, but she definitely tried to teach us, you know, 

be very careful about picking and choosing your fights.   

02.27.35 Uh, and my sister’s amazing at it.  Uh. 

 

 JW:   What were you thinking about right now? 

 

02.27.47 NICK:   Uh, towards the end of the year uh.  (PAUSE)   

02.27.58 My father is a very hard person to live with.  (PAUSE)  I don't even know where to begin, 

really.  But uh, he’s, I’d say he’s a very irrational person.  Uh.  

02.28.29 I think the biggest problem is just that, is that the biggest problem throughout this whole 

thing is that uh, he hasn’t realized that different people heal differently, different people deal 

with things differently. Uh, you know, his was of dealing things is you know, let’s move on, 

let’s move on, you know?  Uh.  I mean, it’s just amazing how little we talk about things in 

my house.   

02.29.00 My mom is rarely brought up and she’s you know, she’s clearly a very big part of all of our 

lives. She’s rarely brought up, you know?  Especially in front of uh, you know, my dad’s 

wife, Bobbie.  Who is one of my mom’s good friends.  Uh.  So basically I mean, his, his, his 

view of things has been to you know, let’s move on.   
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02.29.35 And uh, I think my brother and sister and I have a very different way of healing.  Which is 

uh, I think, I think by talking about it we heal, not by not talking about it (LAUGHS).  Uh, 

and I just don't, I don't  think he’s kind of realized that and respected it.  Uh, and that’s been 

very hard.   

 

 JW:   (?)  

 

02.30.06 NICK:   Yeah.  Absolutely. 

 

 JW:   What about the ice cream night? It seems like that might be connected to (?)  

 

02.30.18 NICK:   Well, that’s one of, that’s one of the favorite things, that’s one of my favorite things 

to do uh, just take my brother and sister out to ice cream every Thursday and uh, we just talk.   

02.30.30 About anything and everything. It’s the only, it’s the only time where my brother and sister 

and I can talk about anything.  Without feeling you know, self-conscious or, or you know, 

wrong for doing it.  Which is horrible.  Which is really, really horrible, you know?  I don't 

feel like we’re comfortable in our own house.  Which is, which is devastating to me.   

02.31.03 Because I mean, especially when my mom was around, we had one of the most like open 

family situations I’ve ever you know, our family was just, there was so much love and you 

could say anything.  Uh, and there was always someone there to listen to you, there was 

someone, always someone there to, to relate to you.   

02.31.32 Uh, and now it’s very different.  Uh, so we go out, you know, I’ve had to explain to my 

brother that you know, that that’s not how it works. That he doesn’t you know, that parents 

aren’t replaced all the time, you know? That his dad is hopefully gonna be his dad for the rest 

of his life.   

02.32.05 And that his mom you know, wanted to be his mom for the rest of his life, you know?  And 

if, if there was any, I, I always tell him that (?) there was any possible way that she could 

have gotten out, she would have. She wanted to come home to everyone.  Uh, you know?  

He’s asked questions like uh, you know, just simple things that I feel like my father uh, 

should be talking to him about, you know?   



PROJECT REBIRTH:  Nick Chirls - TAPE # NC.0903.0100.1 -  JW, Pro/dir – 09.12.2003     Page 26 of 51 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT REBIRTH    P.O. Box 901 Peck Slip Station  New York, NY  10272-0901     (212) 346-1482 

02.32.31 Why were the twin towers attacked?  Why he has so many questions that he, he already 

knows as a 7-year old not to ask at home.  Uh, you know?  Why was mommy in (?) the twin 

towers?  Uh, how big were they?  And uh, my sister, too.   

02.33.02 You know, she processes things much better. She’s 12.  But uh, you know, but she, you 

know, she’s confused not to, not necessarily about September 11th, but just about anything.  

You know, my dad, there's much more to being a father than, you know, taking your kid to 

school.  And uh, you know, taking them to a squash tournament, you know?   

02.33.33 Being a father is about giving advice and guiding, you know?  And teaching what’s right.  

And I don't think my brother and sister get that. I certainly don't get it.  So it’s been really 

sad. 

 

 JW:   It’s a lot of responsibility? 

 

02.34.00 NICK:   Yeah, a lot of responsibility.   

 

 JW:   How does it feel taking the role of fatherhood for you?  It’s an unusual weight. 

 

02.34.24 NICK:   It is.  I don't mind it.  I feel like, I feel, I feel like (PAUSE)  I don't know, I feel like I 

feel like I’m glad that I’m alive, because I would be very, very scared for what would happen 

to Dillon and Sydney if I wasn’t around.   

02.35.04 I mean,  I love them.  I mean, I’m you know, I, I hope with all my hear that you know, that 

for the rest of my life they feel like they can come to me.  You know, for anything.  And 

that’s another thing that I think that my mom would have very much wanted. My mom would 

always used to talk to me about how much she, she was never really that close to her family, 

my dad was never really close to his family.   

02.35.33 She always used to talk to me how much she hoped I would be close with Dillon and Sydney.  

When I grew up.  And uh, you know, how she hoped that they were people that I could you 

know, be close to for the rest of my life, and I think that will happen.  Uh, but they give me 

just as much.   

02.36.03 You know?  Like going out to Thursday night ice cream, I feel like it’s just as much for me 

as it is for them.  Uh, because I don’t get to talk about it, either, you know, in my house. And 
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they listen just as well as I listen to them.  You know?  I tell them, I give them my two cents, 

tell them what I feel, you know, especially Dillon.  Because Dillon doesn’t get to hear it.   

02.36.32 You know, he doesn’t get to hear people talking about September 11th, about what actually 

happened to his mom.  Uh, and so I, he likes hearing, you know, he likes learning about what 

happened.  Uh.  So it’s, it’s very much like a, you know, I think it’s good for all of us, 

equally.   

 

 JW:   Did you decree the night or did it just evolve? 

 

02.37.04 NICK:   Actually, it was uh, a Howard Ludnick thing.  Uh, I learned that he, what he did uh, 

was after September 11th, he took out his two kids and his best friends’ uh, two sons for you 

know, Thursday dinner or something.   

02.37.27 And uh, every single Thursday night since  

 September 11th he’s done it.  And uh, and uh, so I, I mean, I actually talking to my 

psychiatrist.  And uh, or I was talking about how maybe a year ago, about how I wish that I 

could talk more to Dillon and Sydney. And uh, you know, I kind of just came up with the 

idea kind of from him.  And it’s been wonderful.  It’s been really wonderful. 

 

 JW:   And how did that first start? 

 

02.37.59 NICK:   Yeah, I just said hey, like, you know, like let’s go out for ice cream on Thursday.  

And we did it and, you know, we just, it was kind of tried it out and it was great.  I said, you 

know, let’s do it again next week, and it ended up being every week.  So, and now I’m gonna 

have uh, Thursday night phone calls.  From college.  So.  It won’t be the same, but.   

 

 JW:   Do you worry about (?)  

 

02.38.29 NICK:   Yeah, absolutely.  I’m just worried about what’s gonna happen to them, at home.  

You know?  I mean, to put it bluntly, it was a scary place for me to live.  Before I left.   

 

 JW:   Because of the lack of communication? 
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02.38.51 NICK:   Nothing gets said, you know?  Nothing gets said.  You know, it’s like a little, it’s 

like a little tyranny (LAUGHS) in that house.  You know?  Yeah, the evil stepmother’s kind 

of begun to take over.  And uh, you know, nothing gets said.  You know, if, it’s, you know, 

and (?) I don't I’m not gonna say that she meant for this, but as soon as she became a part of 

the family, uh, I think all, all uh, all healing was expected to be uh, done.   

02.39.40 You know?  To be finished.  Uh.  And that’s you know, I think that’s you know, more my 

father’s fault than hers.  But uh.   

 

 JW:   You mentioned washing dishes with your mom and talking. 

 

02.40.10 NICK:   Yeah, I mean, it’s just a very, it’s a cold house now.  Which is amazing, because it 

was the most loving house I’ve ever been in in my life before September 11th, you know?  I 

watch a lot of home videos lately.   

02.40.28 And you know, there’s one video of uh, my mom on her birthday, you know, a long time ago 

and uh, it’s almost like you know, it wasn’t even a birthday, it’s almost like if you just 

watched it, you would realize like it’s almost like wasn’t even a birthday for her, you know, 

she wanted to make it fun for everyone.  Uh, you know, and she got these special candles that 

uh, you know, the ones that keep lighting.   

02.41.04 Uh, you know, and my brother and I’m sorry, my sister and I just thought it was like you 

know, we were little kids, we thought it was like the funniest thing in the world. And uh, that 

was one thing that happened was uh, you know, she says, oh, it’s better this way because 

now you get to make more wishes.  So she turns to me and she goes uh, you know, what, 

what, you know, what do you want (?) make a wish.   

02.41.32 And so I made, I made some which and she goes, you know, what is it?  And I was like no, I 

can’t, like I can’t tell you, like, you know?  It’s gonna ruin it.  And she goes no, no, no, don't 

worry, just whisper it to me. And uh, I whispered to her uh, I hope I have a good time at 

camp.  And she turns to me and looks at me and goes, I wish that I hope you have a good 

time at camp.  And I don't know.  

02.42.00 It’s just like, it’s just her.  You know, she was so selfless, and she was so loving, and all she 

wanted, all she wanted was just to everyone to have fun, everyone to love each other, 
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everyone to you know, talk.  And I don’t know, that always gets to me, every single time I 

watch that, it always gets to me.  'Cos it’s almost like, it’s almost like it’s not even a surprise 

any more.  You know?  I wish for you to have a good time, too.   

02.42.32 And that’s all she wanted.  And now it’s very different. It’s just nothing now.  You know?  

It’s a lonely house, it’s a cold house.  Everyone kind of does their own thing, there's no 

communication, there’s no fun anymore. There’s no love.  Uh. (PAUSE)   

02.42.59 You know, and I don't know, I don't really know what to do.  (?) But you know, but I talk to 

my brother and sister, you know, and tell them how wonderful their mom was.  You know, 

and I, I watch, I, I get my brother to watch the home videos with me a lot, too.  And he loves 

it, you know, he loves it.  You know?   

02.43.27 When also, one of the first times, (PAUSE) One of the first times I went out (?) with them to 

ice cream, you know, I go, you know, what do you (?) remember most about mom?  And it 

just goes, you know, I don't know.  You know?   And I realize like right then that like you 

know, some, if someone doesn’t talk to him about it, then he will never, ever remember my 

mom.   

02.44.05 Which I don't know, may be horrible.   

 

 JW:   Do you watch the videos of your mom a lot?’ 

 

02.44.18 NICK:   Yeah, I do.  And uh, I mean, he loves it. He goes oh, yeah, like you know, and kind 

of remember that, or you know?  He laughs a lot.  You know, he likes hearing my mom’s 

voice, I think.  

02.44.34 I mean, it’s funny because uh, you don't really get to see much of her, because she was 

always the one filming.  Uh, but in a way it’s almost like, it’s almost better, because you 

know, she’s just (LAUGHS) used to talk so much, you know, that like it’s just a non-stop 

commentary. You know, you know, for every (?) single movie, it’s just a non-stop 

commentary of her, you know, saying this or saying that or trying to get someone to talk to 

her (LAUGHS) about you know. 

02.45.10 Most of us would just be like stop you know, stop? Stop filming, and she would just say no, 

no, no, like you know, she’d have just these hilarious conversations with me and my sister, 

you know, it’s when we were really little, like, just (LAUGHS) ridiculous things. Like she 
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got me when I was like very little, maybe 4 or 5, she, I in this one movie she got me to tell 

the whole story of Judah and the Macabees.  And I was just completely wrong about 

everything (LAUGHS)  

02.45.35 You know, but it was just hilarious.  She (?) had an amazing way of like of bringing things 

out of people, you know, through conversation and then, luckily you know, she was always, 

she always like took tapes of stuff. You know, so she always got it on, on like home videos 

and stuff, but.  But so it’s almost better, it’s almost like, you know, you’ve got more of her, 

just almost behind the camera talking than, than you know, just sitting there doing whatever.   

02.46.09 You know, so.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.46.27 END OF TAPE #  NC.0903.0200.2 

 

TAPE # NC.0903.0300.3 
Nick Chirls 
Interview, New York, 09.12.2003 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/Director 
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
 
00.01.25 PICTURE UP 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   That image is very lingering.  She would just sit there and? 

 

00.01.18 NICK:   Yeah, I mean, I would like, you know, just like movies of like you know, my brother 

or sister just you know, sleeping.  You know?  For a long time (LAUGHS) you know, like 

literally like 20 minutes.   

00.01.33 Just there, just like, you know, like isn’t he so cute or you know? You know, just (LAUGHS) 

me and her, I’d be sleeping. She would be taking you know, film of me. It was really.  I just 
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look back and it was really interesting, you know?  I mean, luckily there’s a fast forward 

button (LAUGHS).  'Cos it gets a little boring, but.  You know, it was nice, you know, when 

you look back. 

 

 JW:   But it also says a lot? 

 

00.02.01 NICK:   I think it says a lot, you know? Says, I think it says a lot about how much she loved 

all of us.  That she could stand there and look at us for 20 minutes and not get you know? 

Sick of it.  It’s not like she, you know, she was always doing something, too, you know, but 

she could take 20 minutes out and just stand there and do nothing.  It’s really nice.   

 

 JW:   What are your impressions about Yale so far? 

 

00.02.31 NICK:   Uh, god.  I’m, (?) I mean, I don't even know. Like I was in there for a week, you 

know?  But uh, sort of pretty awesome (LAUGHS) you know, just uh, I mean, it’s been, it’s 

also been very overwhelming, you know, you just get like. It’s just, it’s tiring, you know, to 

me, you know, person after person after person, you know, having to like always be social, 

but, but it’s also really nice.  

00.03.03 (?)  I’ve had so much fun, you know?  Especially the first week when like you know, no one 

has anything to do, really. No one has classes, everyone just kind of hangs out and you know, 

meets people and parties and it’s been a lot of fun. So I don't even really know what like, I 

don't even really know yet what like regular school at Yale is like, though, you know?  I 

mean, I’ve gone to a, like, I kind of went to like, I think it was you know, two days of 

classes, three days of classes before I came back.   

00.03.33 Uh, so I still don't really even know what my classes are like or you know, I don't really uh, 

it’s almost like I don't even, at this point, don't even view Yale as a school, you know?  It’s 

hard to, you know, (?) at this point just view Yale as some, you know, some camp for like a 

bunch of kids who get together and you know, have fun (LAUGHS).  But I’m sure that’ll 

change (LAUGHS) when I go back and start having tests and what not, but uh.   

00.04.02 But uh, it’s fun.  I get along with the squash team really well.  I met a ton of people, you 

know?  It’s hard to remember names, you know, you’re 'cos literally you’re meeting like, you 
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go to a party, you know, like freshman party and you meet, you know, 40 people.  You know, 

how in the world are you gonna remember any of their names, you know?   

00.04.29 And then you see the next day and you’re like, now they don't usually remember your name, 

either, so it’s not that (LAUGHS).  You know, you see them the next day and you’re like, 

hey, you know, like how you doing, you know? What’s your name again?  But you know, 

Uh, I think I’m (?) really gonna enjoy myself there, so.  I’m kind of ready, like I never really 

got uh, I think (?) all it’s just very overwhelming in the first, you know, week, but I think that 

once I get, once I get into like kind of more of a routine, then uh, then I think I’ll you know, 

kind of, that, that aspect, that over (?) like overwhelming aspect will kind of go away, but.   

00.05.14 I don't know. Yeah, I’m kind of excited to go back, you know?  Like (LAUGHS) (~JW~) 

Yeah, I’m kind of. 

 

 JW:   The thing of it is it’s like you hear people say have fun in college?  It is the greatest 

time in your life, and the weeks that you’re in right now are the best. 

 

00.05.47 NICK:   Also the best of the best (LAUGHS) you know?  So.  I think I’ll appreciate that 

beginning week even more next year, when after a whole year, you know?  Year of school.  

but. 

 

 JW:   Are you nervous about hitting the books? 

 

00.06.05 NICK:   Uh, little bit.  But not too much.  I mean, I’ve been to so many schools at this point 

that it’s just like I feel like I can kind of handle anything.  But uh, I’m nervous not more 

about, not more about. I’m nervous not more about being able to handle the classes, just 

being able to like actually sit down and do work.   

00.06.30 You know?  'Cos there are so many distractions, you know?  Like it’s, you know, there’s 

always a party, there’s always like something to do other than work, you know?  So.  It’s 

gonna be kind of tough, but then again, I’ll probably get used to it.  So.   

 

 JW:   We talked about how you’re feeling about your anger, particularly about what 

happened, how it happened, all of that.  How are you feeling these days? 
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00.07.34 NICK:   There’s still a lot of anger.  There’s still a lot of anger.  I’ll, I mean, I’ll always, 

always feel that the government, you know, let all the families down. You know, that they 

did not do their job.   

 

 JW:   In what respect? 

 

00.08.02 NICK:   Well, I mean, specifically the FBI and the CIA.  You know?  Well, I mean, and then, 

well, then there’s the whole post- September 11th where else I think they didn't do their job.  

But just in terms of actually you know, I was actually watching a uh, kind of a documentary 

last night about, about the attacks, and uh, there were.  

00.08.31 Before September 11th, they had a total of 4 out of the hundred and hundreds and hundreds 

and hundreds of military planes that the US has, I think they had 3 or 4 uh, 3 or 4 designated 

to uh, combat uh, aircrafts in the United States at the time.   

00.09.03 And those were, we’re not even talking about readily available.  We’re talking about you 

know, designated, like (?) I don't know, there’s so many things that I feel like the US could 

have done that I, I can’t even you know, like you know, I feel like people you know, could 

write books about it.  But uh, you know, just in terms of actually like, you know, the half an 

hour before the attacks, you know when they knew there was a plane hijacked, you know?   

00.09.36 You know, have that military plane ready. You know, they just were (?) I mean, they were so 

unprepared, but, and I’m not saying that they necessarily should have been (?) prepared for 

something like that, but I feel like they could have been much more prepared for something 

like that than they were.   

00.09.58 Uh, you know, I just feel like they let everyone down.  And then after September 11th it’s a 

whole ‘nother story.  You know, in terms of the law suits and, and the Victims’ 

Compensation fund, which is just uh, I think it’s a crime.  You know?  Uh, I mean, I don't 

understand how the government can take away your right to sue, which is what they did. 

 

 JW:   How so? 
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00.10.27 NICK:   They uh, they protected the airlines. And I, I mean, you, I mean, I understand why 

because clearly if the airlines went under, you know, United and American, it would be uh, 

you know, they have to think about  the future of the economy and all that, but at the same 

extent, you know, to the same extent, they you know, they flat out you know, you know, they 

said, you know, we’re gonna set up this Victims’ Compensation Fund so that you cannot sue 

the airlines.   

00.11.03 You know?  Or us, for that matter.  Uh, and that’s just mind boggling to me.  Uh.  And if 

they’re gonna do that, then (?) you better do the victims’ compensation right.  You know, 

victims’ compensation fund right, you know, which has been a, a joke.  To say the least.  

00.11.30 A complete joke.  Uh, you know, I think, I think uh, you have uh, been told December 31st to, 

to file with the Victims’ Compensation Fund, which is, you know, they put it on the two year 

time frame, and I think out of the you know, you know, 3,000 families or uh, I think that 

maybe, maybe a hundred have filed.  So far.  It’s I mean, it’s a joke.   

 

 JW:   How come so few filed? 

 

00.12.13 NICK:   Because it’s a joke, people are hoping for you know, another option to come up, but 

there is no other option.   

 

 JW:   Have you filed? 

 

00.12.21 NICK:   We have not filed, but we are, you know, we’re gonna file soon because we (?) don't 

have a choice. They don't give you any other choices.  Uh, there was a (?) suit against uh, 

against the Compensation Fund.  Uh, that was basically just kind of thrown out.  Uh, of 

course it isn’t surprising.  Uh.  And so that’s, I think everyone was kind of waiting for that 

uh, but now that that’s not going anywhere, then you know, no one, basically no one has a 

choice anymore.  

 

 JW:   What about the suit against Saudi Arabia? 
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00.13.03 NICK:   Yeah, that, well that will take you know, that’ll take forever.  And who knows if 

that’ll do anything.  You know?  But uh, you know, that, that’ll take years and years and 

years and years.  But uh, yeah, I mean, there are just technical things about the compensation 

fund that are just a joke, you know?   

00.13.29 In, in no wrongful death case ever have they deducted life insurance, for example.  And 

they’re deducting life insurance. So basically they’re penalizing those that, that planned and 

spent money their whole lives for life insurance.  You were better off to not have life 

insurance, 'cos you’re just gonna get the money from the government anyway, you 

understand what I’m saying?   

00.13.58 Uh, you know, it’s just, it’s just little, you know, little things like that, that well, they’re not 

even little, you know, things like that that add up so that you’re not basically getting anything 

from them.  Uh, you know, the Locherbee, Scotland, case?  That was, that was just settled.  

Uh, took ten years, but it was just settled recently and uh, we actually have a friend who lost 

her husband.  Uh, and I think she just got over like $10 million or something.   

00.14.27 And it’s not, you know, it’s not (?) about being, it’s not even about the money. It’s not about 

being you know, everyone, a lot of you know, (?) in the press, a lot of the families have 

gotten, you know, horrible press for being you know, these greedy families who uh, you 

know, who you know, want all this money, you know, from the government.  But it’s not, it’s 

not even about the money., it’s about what’s right.  You know?  Like the families’ lost a 

loved person, wrongly.  You know?  And it’s not even about the, it’s not even about putting a 

number on like on pain, you know?   

00.15.02 It’s not even about that. It’s just about you know, it’s right that those families lost a loved 

one, and now we’re gonna make it so that you know, so that they don't also lose all the 

money that that loved one would have made for them, you know?  Like we’re gonna make it 

so that  they lost this loved one wrongly because, because the government didn’t do their job, 

but we’re not also gonna take their, their you know, style of life away from them as well.   

00.15.33 So it’s not, it’s not even about the money.  I mean, it’s about money but it’s about 

maintaining a style of life. It’s about not taking another thing away from all the families that 

have already lost a loved one.  Uh, and that’s all anyone’s, that’s all the families are asking 

for.  We want you know, we want what that person was making a year until they retired.  

What all the families are asking for.   
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00.16.01 And very, very few are actually getting it.  Uh, you know?  Very few.  The, I mean, uh, those 

that, those that made very little money, actually , are doing fine because there’s a minimum 

on the fund of, of uh, $500,000, I think.  You know?  So that’s I mean, that’s a huge amount 

of money.  But for the people that were making, you know, $500,000 a year.  You know? It’s 

kind of ridiculous.   

00.16.44 Uh, you know, how, Howard always says that you know, the terrorists didn't just attack you 

know, the average person in the United States.  You know, it’s you know, they attacked the 

World Trade Center because in the World Trade Center were the you know, some of the 

most dedicated workers, some of the most (?) highest earners, you know, that’s why, that’s 

who they attacked.  

00.17.11 You know, they didn't attack, you know, Joe Schmo in, in you know, not that Joe Schmo’s a 

(?) guy (LAUGHS) You know, Joe Schmo in Wyoming, you know, with his, you know, on 

his farm. They attacked the World Trade Center because that is, you know, those people were 

a symbol of, of United States, you know?   

00.17.32 So you know, they, they deserve, the families deserve what they lost.  So that’s you know.  

It’s very disappointing.  But I’m kind of, I mean, I’m kind of over that, I’ve kind of just 

accepted it.  I’m not any less angry, but I’ve kind of (?) I’ve more (?) accepted it since (?) 

you know, since last year.  Uh.   

00.18.07 Also, I’m just very angry with my family right now  You know?   

 

 JW:   With your dad? 

 

00.18.17 NICK:   My dad and his wife.  I think she’s uh, I don't know, I think she’s horrible 

(LAUGHS).  Off camera.  You know?   

00.18.34 Uh.  She’s one of the coldest people I’ve ever met in my life, you know?  You know, she, 

she’s investment banker, she never had a family.  Uh, and so I think she kind of takes the 

investment banking mentality into our home.   

00.18.59 Uh, and she doesn’t realize that in a  family, everyone, you know, everyone gives the same 

amount. Everyone has, everyone has their role, no one’s more important or less important 

than the next person.  She’s just very cold.  She acts like everything’s a business deal.  You 

know?  If the salad dressing isn’t right at dinner, it’s not acceptable.  
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00.19.28 And uh, I feel like, I feel like my mom brought out the best in my father, and I feel like she 

brings out the worst in him.  Uh, she’s not fun, you know, no one has fun in my home 

anymore.  Uh.   

00.20.00 You know and she was my mom’s friend, but my mom (?) had an amazing, she had (?) kind 

of this way of, of having different roles for each of her friends.  Uh, you know, she had the 

friends who she, you know, would talk about family with.  You know, and she had the 

friends who she would talk about work with, and then she had the friends, like I think like 

Bobbie, who was like you know, she would go and, you know, buy a pair of shoes with, you 

know?   

00.20.39 But she wouldn’t you know, she wouldn’t you know, she wouldn’t talk about it.  And she 

couldn’t 'cos Bobbie didn't you know, Bobbie didn't know.  She didn't have a family.  You 

know, my mom and I, Bobbie was never that friend who you know, talked to my mom about 

family, talked about like the more important things in life.  Uh.   

00.21.01 And I, I don't, like she doesn’t even know what those are.  I think she’s given a half-ass effort 

in terms of uh, you know, dealing with, with my brother and sister and I.  Uh, it’s just sad. I 

mean, you know, some people some people I feel like uh. 

00.21.30 You know, some parents like you know, do everything with their children, you know, like 

they go on a trip and they have to bring their kids, you know? I mean, some (?) of course 

every parent wants to get away, but like sometimes, but like you know, parents like will 

bring their kid on the trip with them because you know, they can’t be without their you 

know, their kids for a week.  You know?  And they just want to do everything with their 

children 'cos they like their children, you know, they have fun with their children.   

00.22.03 And I just don't, that’s just not the way my family works any more.  Uh, you know, my dad 

goes out several times a week, and my sister’s alone with my brother, babysitting.  Uh, I feel 

like at the end of the day, if my dad and Bobbie got to choose whether they would have 

children or not have children, they would choose not to have children.   

00.22.38 Uh, it’s just horrible for my brother and sister.  I mean, I’m in a position where I have, I’m 

done now, basically (?) in terms of living with them, you know?  Uh. 

 

 JW:   Will you go there in the summers? 
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 NICK:   Uh, if I have to.   

 

 JW:   What about maybe next summer? 

 

00.23.09 NICK:   Yeah, no, absolutely.  Uh, I don’t know.  I thought about like renting an apartment in 

the summer with some friends or something.  Uh, you know, I love my father, but.  I 

certainly can’t live with him anymore.   

00.23.32 Uh.  I don’t know, I just feel like he has certain things that he has to deal with.  I just kind of 

like try not to, but eventually I don't know, I feel like eventually it will come back to him.  

Who knows how long that will be?   

 

 JW:   You also talked about the people who were strong (?)  

 

00.24.11 NICK:   I don't really have anything to say.  I mean, I guess I don’t know, some people you 

know, I think my dad, you know, even, actually talking to my dad yesterday and you know, 

he really wants them to find Osama bin Laden.  I don't even care.   

00.24.27 Uh, actually I told him that, that the only way I would care if they found him is that if every 

family member got to torture him a little bit.  Otherwise, I don't care. I don't care if he’s dead 

or alive.  The only reason I would want them to find him  was if he was alive and if everyone 

got to torture him, which I don't think’s gonna happen.  So (LAUGHS) As a result, I don't 

really care. 

 

 JW:   That’s a lot you're saying? 

 

00.25.01 NICK:   I don’t know, I feel like, (?) I feel like they should make some exception or 

something, you know?  I feel like (?) they should just tie him up and every single family 

member should get to like throw a little rock at him or something.  And who knows, it 

probably wouldn’t make anyone feel better, so. I don’t know.  I guess I don't really care. 

 

 JW:   High points and low points. We’ve talked about some low points. 
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00.25.47 NICK:   High points?  I don't know,  everything. Every year, I mean, besides uh, besides the 

low points I had a great year.  Uh, My senior not doing much, partying a lot. Uh, just great. I 

have great friends, you know?   

00.26.10 Uh, Alex and Kate who we’ve talked about, are just amazing people.  Uh, I go to school with 

Kate now, luckily. 

 

 JW:   I have a close friend whom I met in college who’s still one of my best friends.  It’s nice 

to have a friend you can talk about anything with? 

 

00.26.39 NICK:   I mean, I view her as a sister, basically.  I mean, I grew up with her.  Uh, and it’s 

really nice to have her at college, even in the first week, just 'cos like you know, things do get 

overwhelming, and it’s nice you know, she said to me the other day that like, you know, it’s 

nice when we can like, just go out and get some lunch and like it feels like we’re at home 

again, you know?   

00.27.02 Uh, you know, it’s (?) really awesome. You know, it’s just like there’s that person there that 

like I feel like you know, everything’s so new and you know, and I just feel lucky because 

there’s that person right there where I can feel like I can go and you know, if I'm having 

trouble, you know, with something or, you know, for example, telling my roommates about 

my mom. You know?  She’s right there, you know go talk to her about it.  

00.27.31 And she’s great. And my friend, Alex, he actually goes to Michigan now.  And uh, you 

know, I’ll be friends with him forever. I mean, he’s just an amazing guy. I have great friends.  

I had a great girlfriend all year.  (~JW~) Yeah.  So. 

 

 JW:   What about her? 

 

00.27.55 NICK:   (?) kind of the same girl that I’ve been going out with kind of on and off for like, I 

don't know, 5 years. 

 

 JW:   She’s smart? 
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00.28.07 NICK:   Yeah, she’s, she actually isn’t even uh, she goes, she’s going to Dartmouth. They 

start really late for, I don’t know why.  Uh, Yeah, she’s great, too, you know?  Uh, she was 

also really just completely there for there after September 11th.   

00.28.33 You know, she, again, she’s just as kind of Kate, she kind of just feels like home, you know?  

It’s really nice.   

 

 JW:   What happens when she goes to Dartmouth and you go to Yale? 

 

00.28.48 NICK:   Uh, I think we’ve kind of decided to go our, to go our own ways, but.  I don’t know, 

I mean, I feel (?) like there's like, there’s a future for us somewhere.  I don't know.  

00.29.07 I really (LAUGHS) liked her, you know?  Uh, she’s great.   

 

 JW:   It’s a mature and difficult situation at the same time? 

 

00.29.19 NICK:   I don't know, I’m a little bit ready to be single 'cos it’s been so long.  But uh, yeah, 

but I mean, you know we still live close and (?) So.   

00.29.33 Actually think she’s gonna come visit Yale with me tomorrow, 'cos she’s still not in school. 

She’s still in the city, so.  Kind of weird, but.  (?) So. 

 

 JW:   Any thoughts on the future? 

 

 NICK:   What do you mean?  Future of what? 

 

 JW:   I asked you the last time and you said 5 years maybe you would have a job or 

something, which is kind of scary, your words?  Anything.   

 

00.30.09 NICK:   I definitely want to graduate college (LAUGHS) (~JW~) which may get tougher and 

tougher.  I don't know.  I’d like to go play squash for a year.  You know?  Just travel the 

world.  Uh.   

00.30.31 I don’t know, I’m hoping to meet people that like that I really end up liking in college.  I’m 

sure I will.  Uh. You know, I love to work for Cantor.  Uh.  That’s it.  
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   Anything else? 

 

00.31.03 NICK:   I don’t know, I feel like there's more to say.  (~JW~)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   What about the healing process?  How do we heal? 

 

00.31.55 NICK:   One thing that’s, that uh, I still think about a lot, and uh, and I always think about 

uh, I think I’ll always think about it like actually what happened to my mom.  You know?  In 

the World Trade Center on September 11th.  You know, I watched, like I watched, it’s funny 

because a lot of people uh, don’t watch anything on September 11th.  A lot of people like that 

are, you know, close to what happened.  And I’ve watched a lot, I always watch it. Because, 

and it’s funny 'cos I was actually uh. 

00.32.33 I was watching with a friend of mine actually last night.  And I, and uh, you know, uh, she, 

we were watching like this documentary, like I think it was called like the Tale of Two, the 

Twin Towers or something.  And it was just like kind of like a detailed account of that day, 

basically.  

00.32.57 And uh, actually it was also an account of uh, a bunch of survivors.  Uh, and about like an 

hour or half an hour into it, she goes, you know, I can’t, I can’t watch this anymore.  It’s just 

too, you know sad for me.  And then we kind of like talked about it, and I realized that like I 

don't even watch it as like, I don't even watch it as like something that’s like sad or 

something. That’s like horrible that happened. I watch it as a detective.   

00.31.33 Like I watch these things as like let me try to figure out more of what happened, where my 

mom was, you know?  It’s almost like it’s not even going through that like of what exactly 

happened. It’s just me trying to figure out like, like more about what happened.  Like more 

about like what happened, specific places of the World Trade Center.   
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00.33.56 Uh, and uh, the saddest part is that you know, after and (?) you know, I don't get anywhere, 

you know?  Two years and I haven’t gotten anywhere.  I don't know anything more about it.  

I you know, about, I don't know any more details about you know, what happened or what 

could have happened to my mom.  I mean, 'cos the, the hardest thing is that no one survived 

in the north tower above the impact.   

00.34.32 You know, so there’s no one that could give the account of what it was like to be on 105, 

where my mom was.  Uh, you know?  I like, I my best guess and my best hope is that it was 

just, you know, it was just instant for her.   

00.34.59 I know that she was right above where the plane hit, and I think in the north tower, well, the 

south tower was lower.  The north tower, I think it went up to, it was definitely in the mid to 

high 90’s, I think.  Where the plane hit.  Uh, so she wasn’t too far above that.  So my best 

guess is that you know, it was instant.  But uh, you know, like a million different things, like 

a million different scenarios were playing in, in your head.  

00.35.31 Like what if she was going to the bathroom on the other side of the floor.  On the other side 

of the building, where the plane didn't hit.  Uh, you know, what if she was you know, getting 

a cup of coffee or something, you know?  'Cos I’m sure the worst for everyone, including 

me, is just like you never want to think of like your mom like just being scared.   

00.36.04 You know?  You never like that’s the hardest thing for me.  You’re just thinking of my mom, 

you know, a plane just hit her fucking building, you know?  And she’s just trying to get out 

and she’s just scared, you know, there's fire everywhere, you know?  And like someone next 

to her, you know, probably just, you know, like you know, it’s like blood, you know?   

00.36.34 That’s the worst scenario that I think about.  You know?   

 

 JW:   As a detective, what do you look for? 

 

00.36.45 NICK:   I try to figure out like I,I try to like you know, I always like, I always hope that like 

someone will say like, the thing is is that I always look, I always like look, like I’m always 

see someone that like survived from like 105, even through I know there’s not.   

00.37.04 You know?  And or someone will say, someone will say something about like, you know, 

some woman or give some detail about some woman that they saw you know, that like, that 
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could have been my mom.  You know?  That’s always what I hope for.  You know?  I know 

my mom was wearing a certain ring that day.   

00.37.28 You know?  You know so maybe someone will give some detail about some woman with 

this you know this they saw with this big diamond ring.  Uh, but that, the thing is that’s when 

you understand that at the end of the day, you know, you can’t be sure about anything.  Like 

you just, there’s no way I will ever find out what happened to her.  Which is (~JW~) I mean, 

this uh, it’s the worst thing I could ever think about for anyone.   

 

 JW:   For you or for her?   

 

 NICK:   Both.   

 

 JW:   What? 

 

00.38.14 NICK:   Being in that horrible position.  My mom was like, she was so strong.  She was such 

a like strong woman that like, you know, to think about her scared or to think about her being 

in pain, you know, like physical pain, you know?  

00.38.37 I think about it, I think about like, I think about her like having, having like, like if you really 

want to get like graphic, I mean, I think about her like not having an arm.  You know?  Like 

not having an arm and like crying or something.  You know?  'Cos that’s what was so 

horrible was that, you know, like.   

00.39.08 That was a horrible way to kill people?  You know, if you’re gonna kill someone, that’s a 

horrible way to kill someone.  It’s just a scary way to kill someone, you know?  For the 

people that died instantly, like if my mom died instantly I would be so happy.  

00.39.30 You know?  'Cos it’s like, it’s not even uh, that’s not even that bad, I don't feel like, you 

know?  It’s like one minute you’re you know, drinking your coffee and the next minute it’s 

just like nothing.  You know?  It’s like, you know?  That would be fine (LAUGHS).  You 

know?  It would be fine, but it’s like if that’s, if that’s so, then it’s almost like it was easier 

for her than for her family.   
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00.40.02 For us.  You know?  So it was just like one minute you drinking your coffee, and the next 

minute it’s nothing.  You know?  But for the people that, that you know, for the ton of people 

that did die, you know, scared and hurt, like (?) it’s horrible.  So I think about that a lot.   

00.40.32 I guess I’ll always think about that.  And I, I you know, and anyone that (?) you know, 

doesn’t know, you know.  'Cos my mom, the thing is that my mom never, she never called, 

like so many people called home, you know, on September 11th.  Uh, and she never called.   

00.40.59 So it’s either she was away from her desk, or just something that I hope that she wasn’t, or 

she died instantly. So it’s like (?) I don't know,  it’s just horrible, 'cos like every clue that I 

have doesn’t really get me anywhere.   

 

 JW:   It’s frustrating? 

 

00.41.30 NICK:   Very frustrating. I’ve actually  had uh, I started having a lot of dreams in the past I 

guess maybe 6 months or so.  Uh, about my mom.  It’s funny 'cos I never, I never uh, I never 

dreamed about her for like a year and a half, I didn't have one dream.   

00.42.04 Or about September 11th about anything I didn't have one dream which is kind of odd.  Uh, 

and then all of a sudden uh, I had this incredibly vivid dream of her, and then I just like, I 

dream about her and September 11th somewhat often now.  You know?  Maybe once every 

like week or two.   

 

 JW:   Can you share the dream? 

 

00.42.25 NICK:   Uh, I usually dream of (?) like a terrorist attack. That’s usually what my dreams are 

about.  Like uh, I had one dream where, where it’s funny, I was actually with my mom. Uh, I 

was with my mom while all of, all of downtown Manhattan up to 14thb Street was gone.  But 

my mom wasn’t killed and I was with her.  

00.42.58 That was very weird.  I had a dream, I had a dream about you know, planes, except like I had 

a dream about like 20 planes hitting all over the United States.  Uh, and I think, I don't know, 

my mom wasn’t even part of it, I don't think.  Uh, (?) the most vivid dream, was a vivid 

dream, the first dream was uh, I went to some sort of like, I went to some sort of uh, like 

dinner or uh. 
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00.43.40 I went to like a dinner or maybe I don’t know, maybe it was some sort of like memorial 

dinner for my mom.  And uh, all of a sudden she just shows up.  And uh, she doesn’t even, 

she doesn’t say anything.  And all that happens is I just go up to her and I just hug her.   

00.44.06 Like really, really, really tight, for a long time.  Just hug her.  We don’t’ say anything.  And it 

was really, really nice, but scare, like something that was very scary about it was that like 

she, I remember her, she looked weak.   

00.44.33 You know, she looked frail.  Which I think relates very much to, you know, me not knowing 

what exactly happened to her.  You know, because I think that, that’s the worst for, for 

anybody. It’s like, it’s like seeing, seeing their you know, seeing their loved on scared or 

weak.   

00.45.06 But there's also (?) just so nice, you know, just to hug her, just to grab her, you know?  You 

know, and just like put my face in her hair, just like smell her.  You know?  (PAUSE)   

 

 JW:   (?)  

 

00.45.45 NICK:   I feel great.  I was so happy that I like, 'cos I guess I kind of like, I guess I kind of, I 

guess I kind of thought about the fact that like I have never dreamt about her. So I just (?) I 

actually felt great. You know?  I felt great that like I finally like had a good dream about my 

mom.  

00.46.11 It felt great 'cos like for (?) that like, for that like, you know, however long for that like 10 

minutes, you know, it was like, it was real. It was like I was hugging my mom, you know? 

And if like if that’s all I get if, if I get in the dream, then that’s fine, you know?   

00.46.32 It’s still ten minutes where it feels like, like I’m actually hugging my mom.   

 

 JW:   A reconnection?  Because you hadn’t had a dream about her? 

 

 NICK:   Yeah.  Yeah. 

 

 JW:   Anything else?  Any questions for me? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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00.47.39 NICK:   Its just like there’s like it’s funny because like I don’t like I don't really cry anymore.  

You know?  Uh, I don't know why, I think, I think maybe like you go through periods, like 

we’re like, like you talk about it and like you cry.  And then like there’s a period like you talk 

about it and like you know, like you just don't cry anymore.   

00.48.05 But like the thing is like it almost hurts more to not cry.  You know, like, like crying it’s like 

(?)a  physical thing where like you get it out of you.  You know?  And like I don't know, I 

guess this period that I’m going through where I don’t cry, it’s just like, it’s like I’m not 

getting it out of me and like I can’t like, I can’t explain it, but like my heart hurts.   

00.48.33 You know?  Like it doesn’t physically hurt, but it hurts.  Like my heart hurts.  You know?  

Just like thinking like it’s just like it’s a feeling in my heart, I can’t even explain it. It’s like a 

feeling right here, and actually I think about my mom and it hurts.  You know?  It doesn’t 

like physically hurt, but like my heart like it’s funny, you know, like it’s funny that like I, I 

cannot understand why like they say like the heart is like, you know, where, you know, like 

where you feel, you know what I mean?  

00.48.10 'Cos it’s like, it’s a very weird sensation.  But like right here my heart hurts.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

00.49.25 END OF TAPE #  NC.0903.0300.3 
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04.01.07 PICTURE UP 

 

04.01.14 NICK:   So I don't know. It’s just a funny, just a weird feeling.   

 



PROJECT REBIRTH:  Nick Chirls - TAPE # NC.0903.0100.1 -  JW, Pro/dir – 09.12.2003     Page 47 of 51 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT REBIRTH    P.O. Box 901 Peck Slip Station  New York, NY  10272-0901     (212) 346-1482 

 JW:   (?)  Any other things?  

 

 NICK:   I don’t know.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.01.49 NICK:  I don't know. I guess (?) I think this will be like an interesting year for my family.  

To see how things progress.  I don't know, maybe me leaving (?) like you know, me leaving, 

me living away will be making maybe things a little bit better in some ways.  Uh.   

04.02.12 It’ll be kind of interesting to see, I guess, for the future.  How that plays out.   

04.02.25 I don't know. It’s the same, in a lot of ways it’s the same as last year, you know?  Uh, it’s 

kind of, it’s actually kind of interesting because uh, I think right after September 11th  I don't 

know if I talked about this last year or not, but I after September 11th  I think I kind of like, I 

put like a time frame on like and in many I think I’m very like technical, technical person.  

You know?  Like I want to just like get things done.   

04.02.57 You know, and I, I think I kind of like put a timeframe on like my healing.  Uh, I think that in 

a lot of ways, I felt like, you know, for some reason it was just like a year, I felt like, you 

know, in a year I’ll be like over this.  You know, not, not over it, but like over the hardest 

parts. You know?  And uh, I think that was a big wakeup call, too, for this whole process.  

04.03.30 It’s just been like it doesn’t work like that.  You know?  There’s no like, there’s no (?) time 

frame on healing.  You know?  It’s just like it’s something (?) that like you do, like some 

people do it quicker, some people you know, I mean, I (?) don't think that anyone’s ever fully 

healed from something like that.   

04.03.59 You know? But I think certain people get, get like the big things.  I don't even know what I 

mean by big things, but certain people kind of like are able to feel like, I feel like some 

people are able to like talk about it and like process things without like, you know, feeling 

that kind of like hurt in your heart.  And I don't know, I don't know if it’s taken longer.  (?) I 

don't think it’s taken longer than I expected.  

04.04.29 I just think I’ve (?) learned that there’s no, like there's no (?) you know, time frame on, on 

healing over (?) something like that.  You know?  I think that’s something I’ve learned 
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through the whole thing.  It’s just.  You know, you can’t like you can’t work like to heal 

faster or whatever, you know?  You just, it just like it just happens, you know?   

04.05.00 And I feel like you should like, you should just like should let it happen. You know, you (?) 

shouldn’t be forcing anything, you know?  Like let your body do what it has to do, like bit by 

bit.  You know?  Or like a chunk here and then a break, and then like a chunk here, you 

know?   So.  It’s kind of been like a wakeup call, in a certain sense.   

04.05.28 Just funny 'cos I never like, I never imagine that I would like have to deal with, like have to 

deal with this, you know?  I have to like deal with something like this.  Uh.  But I’m (?) 

certainly, I certainly feel like you know, more knowledgeable because of it.  About you 

know, and about like I guess about healing, about losing someone.  It’s very important.   

 

 JW:   About life? 

 

 .NICK:   Like uh, yeah.  Maybe (LAUGHS).  You know?  I hope so. 

 

 JW:   Is there a life lesson that might be connected to it? 

 

04.06.12 NICK:   I don't think, I mean, I guess everyone always says, like you know, appreciate like 

what you have.  And that’s, I mean, that’s certainly true, but like I don’t know.  I kind of 

disagree with that.  I feel like (?) don't necessarily work to appreciate what you have.  

04.06.29 Just like, just like you should know what you have.  You know?  And know that things don't 

last forever.  You know?  But I feel like, I feel like, like.  I don't feel like I could have like 

appreciated like my mom any more or any less.  Like, it just was what it was, and I feel like 

my mom was meant to live, not even meant, but like you know, just that’s what it was.  

04.07.03 My mom lived 47 years.  You know?  She lived 47 years. That was, that was her life.  And, 

and you know, I don't think like there was some, you know, god’s purpose for her to  

 live 47 years.  It’s just like, you know, but even like, it’s weird, because even like I feel like 

even when she was 5 years old, like you know, her life was 47 years long.   

04.07.31 You understand what I’m saying?  Like even when she was 5, like it’s not like she could 

have lived to 80, you know?  That was like I, I guess in a way it was kind of meant for her.  

You know?  I feel like all her life she had 47 years to live.  And uh. 
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04.08.00 Just things (?) are whatever, you know? Things are what they are.  I (?) don't know if that 

makes sense, just things are what they are.  You know?  I guess know what you have.  And 

know that it doesn’t last forever.  Unfortunately.  And I think I knew what I had.  I think 

everyone knows what they have, deep down.   

04.08.34 What do you think? 

 

 JW:   I don't want to always accept the idea that there is an end in the continuum.  (?) and I 

live with the fear that I don't really know what (?) but it is coming.   

 

04.09.13 NICK:   I don’t even uh, that’s the thing though it (?) I don't feel like anyone should be afraid 

of it.  It’s not like, I don't feel like it’s even something like it’s even something to fear, you 

know, just like.  Just is what it is.  

04.09.29  I don't know (?) that’s just my, that’s just my view. 

 

 JW:   I’m hearing  a notion of acceptance.  Acceptance is not a major thing to be able to do.  I 

mean, just specifically, but just this.  The larger life lesson over the last year for me is like 

things are what they are.  Accept them. 

 

04.10.14 NICK:   Yeah (?) it’s kind of tough, though, because I, 'cos of what you just said, uh, I also 

agree with like, like there's also a certain degree where like you have to make things you 

know, for yourself, you know?  You have to like make things happen.  But then I do, like and 

(?) I actually fully agree with that, like especially like, you know, especially in terms of like 

school and work and all that.  

04.10.36 I feel like you, you can make things what you want them.  But I feel like in the bigger picture 

of like, of like you know, being alive, you know?  There's uh, I do feel like, I guess (?) you 

know, after things like, you know, things like September 11th  and things like that you know, 

the bird at the memorial service. I do have a, I do have a greater appreciation for like things 

that are out of our control.   

04.11.03 You know?  Like, I feel like, you know, work as hard as you can for the things that are in 

your control.  But like realize that, that there are certain things that are out of your control.  
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(?) may not be like some higher power, you know?  May just be like that’s the way things 

work out, 'cos things like other people and, you know?   

 

 JW:   But even if you work as hard as you do to  gain things, you can’t even control those 

things once you’re obtaining what you want.  In a way it’s like I believe that things just sort 

of go after and approach what you love.  And accept where the path goes, and allow it to go 

there, because it will, because if you stay true to what your intent is, it will lead you to a 

place. 

 

 NICK:   I completely agree.   

 

 JW:   That’s my (?) just uh, which is connected to what you are saying. But I’m 35 

(LAUGHS)  You’re learning it at, you know, at a younger age which is interesting.  You 

seem a lot more relaxed. 

 

04.12.44 NICK:   That last year (?)?  I think so. I think I’ve uh.  It’s just another year of talking about 

stuff.  You know?   

04.12.59 It is, it’s another year of like learning of you know, how to talk about things, how to deal 

with these things.  Maybe that’s it. 

 

 JW:   I remember you talking about deadline anxiety and how to deal with that, and how your 

mom was helpful with that.  You’ve lost a little of that in a good way? 

 

04.13.27 NICK:   I’m still a pretty anxious person, in general. Uh.  But uh, yeah, I mean, again, it’s 

just (?) learning to deal with the new situation.  (?) willing to accept a new situation, that my 

mom you know, (?) she can’t you know, she’s not there any more to work, you know, work 

out you know, how I’m gonna get this thing done and this thing done.   

04.14.00 It’s something I have to do on my own now.  And uh, yeah, it’s just I mean, I think every 

year it’ll get easier.  You know?  Hopefully, every year it’ll get easier.  So.  Yeah, I guess 

we’ll see.  So.   
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.16.43 END OF TAPE #  NC.0903.0400.4 
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