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01.01.11 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  How was today? 

 

01.02.01 NICK CHIRLS :  Today was just uh, long, long, straining.  Uh, I think a bit easier than years 

past. 

 

 JW :  How so? 

 

01.02.19 NICK CHIRLS :  Well, not I mean, not easier as in just I guess just different, really, not as 

much easier, just different.  (PAUSE)   

 

 JW :  How was the speech? 

 

01.02.35 NICK CHIRLS :  The speech was (?) I think the speech went really well.  I mean, I think it 

went well. like it was actually kind of cool like Howard uh, Howard, like a few days ago 

Howard calls me and he’s like uh, he’s like hey, Nick, like it’s uh, it’s Howard calling, and 

I’m like Howard, like (LAUGHS)  

01.03.00 He goes like (?) slightly rude. I was like yeah, like Howard. He was like yeah, it’s Howard 

like Ludnick. And I was like oh, (LAUGHS) hey, like how you doing?  And uh, I think it 

was like really nice. Like he was just like, you know, like I know you’ve been here for like a 

few years and like it’d really be you know, like it’d really mean a lot to us like if you could 

uh, you know, offer some thoughts.  And uh, so it was nice, yeah,   
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01.03.27 I mean, it was like you know?  (~JW~)  It was really nice.  Uh, just like school in between 

classes. It just caught me off guard. But uh, it was appreciated, and I hope, I think I that’s ok.  

I hope. You’ll see for yourself. 

 

 JW :  What did you say? 

 

01.04.02 .NICK CHIRLS :  I was pretty, I mean, I was pretty nervous so like, well the whole morning 

was just like uh, you know, we just went to the site and uh, my uncle was there.  Just you 

know, just sad.  And uh, uh, so I went to this (?) the Cantor memorial and I think because I 

was speaking, like up until I spoke I kind of wasn’t like thinking about anything. (LAUGHS)  

01.04.39 I was just like kind of nervous.  Uh, so I feel like it just kind of like went very quickly. And 

then uh, it’s weird how like, how like you’re, like I was, I felt like I was kind of like numb.  

Up until the time I gave my speech.   

01.05.00 And uh, it’s just weird when you talk and then like, it’s just weird when you talk and then 

like all of a sudden like out  nowhere just like you get a little bit like choked up, you know 

what I mean?  Like you just like I just like I didn't, it just came out of nowhere.  I just didn't 

expect it.  Uh, so it was tough but I got through it.  And I just talked about how uh, who my 

mother was, and uh, like what Cantor meant to her. 

01.05.33 And what uh, what Cantor now I guess means to me.  And how it’s just been uh, it’s been 

really nice to work for Cantor just 'cos I felt like I’m going to work with my mother, almost.  

Uh. 

 

 JW :  Is it because you have the spirit? 

 

01.05.56 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, yeah, and, and not just, you know, not just like Cantor the entity but 

like everyone that’s there. You know, 'cos like everyone, everyone’s in the same boat, you 

know?  You know, or, 99% of the people there are like lost people really, really close to them 

or like you know, or went to Cantor because like they were touched by September 11th. or 

you know, a billion different reasons, but like everyone’s like you know, like it is, it is like a 

Cantor family.  
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01.06.24 Like all day like people were like saying uh, like at the Cantor memorial that people were 

saying like how uh, you know, Cantor turned, turned from like an institution into a family. 

And like it, it’s true.  Like everyone like, like everyone I feel like goes to work there like 

thinking, not necessarily thinking about September 11th, 1 but like I feel like with those 

slightly like greater purpose than like your average financial institution.  You know?   

 

 JW :  Did people talk about her or was it a feeling? 

 

01.07.02 NICK CHIRLS :  I think both, but I think it’s more just a feeling. I think like, you know, 

people don't need like it’s kind of unsaid. You know, like people that I feel like don't need to 

like be constantly talking about it there, you know like people just, they everyone knows, you 

know?  And uh, you know, I don't think (?) I, I haven’t heard it talked about too much, you 

know, everyone just kind of knows.  And. 

 

 JW :  What about your summer? 

 

01.07.28 NICK CHIRLS :  My summer?  Well, I lived by myself.  On uh, 16th Street (LAUGHS) with 

all the, with all the Chelsea boys. And (LAUGHS) uh, it was uh, it was like, it was a lot of 

fun (LAUGHS).  I mean, it was weird, it was weird.   

 

 JW :  How so? 

 

01.07.48 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, I’ve never lived by myself before.  You know?  It’s weird.  My uh, like 

I like it was, I was basically like I was an adult this summer, you know?   

01.08.01 I lived by myself, and I went to work every day and it was just, it was a lot different. (~JW~)  

A lot different.  Uh, good and bad. You know?  Like you know, empowering in the sense that 

you know, I’m getting older and I can take care of myself. And I feel that I can take care of 

myself.  Uh, and sad at the same time.  

01.08.28 But uh, I don't know, I guess it’s not really accurate to say that I was living by myself,  just 

'cos just like all basically I mean, my friends where there. Like 24-7 (LAUGHS) basically.  

You know, like I’d leave like, I’d leave for work in the morning and they’d be there when I’d 
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come home (LAUGHS) and they’d have, they hadn’t moved, so.  It was uh, it was fun.  

(~JW~)  For that reason, yeah. You know, like I, I think it would have been a lot tougher if I 

was actually like, you know, if I was in like Idaho living by myself, or something, you know, 

but it’s like,. 

01.09.02 I had like basically you know, ten people living with me.  (LAUGHS) Constantly. So.  It was 

uh, it (?) I mean, I was scared at first that it was gonna be like lonely but it, it just, it wasn’t at 

all, so that was nice. 

 

 JW :  Were you one of your only friends doing that?   

 

01.09.27 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, yeah, exactly, exactly.  My uh, my neighbors uh, were not big fans 

(LAUGHS) of uh, of my living there.  But.  It was like for a couple of months, so (they 

dealt?) (LAUGHS) I guess as best they could.  Uh. 

 

 JW :  How was the work? 

 

01.09.49 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, the work was like so much better than what it’s been, you know? 'Cos 

like the last like, the last I mean, the last summer and like the last year I worked for Cantor 

was just uh, you know, pretty menial stuff.  You know?   

01.10.07 But like (?) like you have to start somewhere but it was like, it was pretty bad (LAUGHS).  

Like you know, it was like photocopying and shredding for hours (LAUGHS).  It’s not the 

most interesting thing to do.  Uh, but this summer was really good.  It was just like I was 

actually on like a trading desk all summer.   

01.10.29 I was on a few different trading desks, and uh, I just like, it’s actually like a relatively like uh, 

new division of Cantor that I was working for, 'cos like Cantor like, Cantor’s like center’s 

like in their uh, like their brokerage services.  Uh, but uh, and just for about a year and a half 

or so ago, they started uh, sales (and trading?) which is what my mom did for most of her 

life.   

01.11.00 Uh, and uh, yeah, it’s like a new, new part of Cantor. So I worked on actually like trading 

desks, just what I think I’m most interested in.  And uh, it was just good.  Like I, I didn't like, 

I didn't really, I didn't really work that much (LAUGHS).  I kind of just sat there and just like 
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learned and asked questions, and like everyone was just great. Like I learned so much.  I 

learned so much, you know? I learned the first like in the first day there I learned more than I 

did my whole life about like, you know, sales and trading basically, so.   

01.11.35 It was really good.  I’d read the Wall Street Journal every morning and like someone on the 

desk would like quiz me at lunch, you know?  So it’s like it, it was really good.  Uh.  I 

actually, the head of the trading desk uh, worked with my mom for like ten years at a Morgan 

Stanley, so he knew her well, and like it was kind of cool like working with him a lot.  So.  

(~JW~)  That was nice. 

 

 JW :  What about the first day? 

 

01.12.04 NICK CHIRLS :  Oh, yeah (LAUGHS). Well, I mean, the whole like it’s a lot of fun working 

on the trading floor, just 'cos like you know, like people like, you know, people are just 

gambling with a lot of money (LAUGHS).  You know, like an absurd amount of money.  So 

uh, actually (LAUGHS) my boss, my, the guy I worked most for all summer, this guy named 

James Bond, and uh, (LAUGHS) he was like a really cool guy.   

01.12.28 And uh, yeah, so I guess like the first day like uh, I didn't (?) I guess I didn't realize like, I 

like what scale these people are like trading on.  And uh, so this guy comes over and uh, he 

goes like hey, (?) like can I talk to you for a second. And he’s like, Jim’s like yeah, yeah, 

what’s up?  It’s like 15 minutes since the trading day and the guy’s like, Jim, I’m like, I’m, 

I’m down a half a million like 15 minutes, he’s like what should I do?  And Jim is just like, 

he’s like dude, like you know, shit happens, like. 

01.13.01 Don't worry about it just go take a seat like take a deep breath like don't worry, you know?  

And like what uh, the funny thing is like at that time like half million dollars was like holy 

shit.  And then like by the end of the summer, like, like these guys are making like $500 

million dollar trades and like shit like just ridiculous sums of money.  So it’s like. 

 

 JW :  Five hundred million? 

 

01.13.21 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, there, there would be like trades where they’re like trading like, like 

half a billion shares’ worth and like stuff like that.  It’s ridiculous.  So.  I, you know, it’s like, 
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it’s like, it’s basically like how I view sales and trading it’s just like a bunch of gamblers who 

are like relatively educated (LAUGHS) and like know what like the odds are actually like a 

lot of the time in your favor, so.  It’s cool. (LAUGHS) You know?  So.   

 

 JW :  What is a normal day like? 

 

01.13.56 NICK CHIRLS :  I come in, I mean, that was, the only thing that sucked, that sucks in 

general about sales and trading is that you have to be there at 7 in the morning.  'Cos the 

trading, the trading starts at 9 and like there are like early meetings and stuff like that. So I 

come in at 7 and most of these guys would like you know, like have like meetings like, you 

know, like strategy for the day like good buys and stuff like that. And uh, I kind of just sit 

there and like read the Wall Street Journal or like listen to them.  And uh, then when the 

trading starts, started every day like I’d be like kind of assigned to one person on the desk.   

01.14.30 And uh, just take a lot of notes and like just kind of be their go-fer for the day like, you 

know, like, you know, book trades for them, or you know, like scream across the floor to 

someone that you know, that they needed their help or something like that.  And then in the 

afternoon I did, I did like I, in the afternoon I’d do like some accounting stuff usually. 'Cos it 

would get like real slow in the afternoons.   

01.14.56 So I’d just do like, like, you know, I’d just like keep track of their books for them, stuff like 

that.  But uh. 

 

 JW :  That’s a lot to do? 

 

01.15.05 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, it’s like a busy day. Like I would get there like 7, 7:30 or so.  And 

leave at uh, 6.  But uh, but you know, like the fact is, is that like that sounds bad but like 

compared to like somebody like investment banking or something like that it’s just like, 

investment banking where they’re working like 18-hour days.  

01.15.27 You know like the good thing about like sale and trading is like you have to get there early 

but at like 4 o’clock when the market closes, like that’s it.  Your day’s over, you know, like 

you go home.  So it’s kind of nice. 
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.16.00 NICK CHIRLS :  No, I mean, it’s like you know, my mom loved it, you know, 'cos like you 

know, she would get home in time for dinner every day. And like you know, it was great. 

 

 JW :  It’s a man’s world? 

 

01.16.13 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah. Well, I mean, like for well she started at uh, well, she was in sales. 

She didn't trade. But she was in, she was on the sales side.  Uh, which is like fitting because 

she was like you know, a net-worker. She was like so personable and she talked to every, you 

know, she knew everyone.   

01.16.32 So uh, (PAUSE)  Yeah, she started, where did she start?  She started at uh, I think she started 

at Leman, actually, Leman Brothers, and for (~JW~)   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.16.52 NICK CHIRLS :  So she, yeah, I think she, I’m pretty sure she started at Leman and for uh, 

for like I think it was something like, I think it was like 8 years or something on her trading 

like on her desk she was the only woman on her desk.  And uh, yeah, like she (?) I mean, she 

hated it.  Like she loved what she did every day, she loved the business. But like she (?) like 

she hated the, I don't know, the situation.  Uh. And like yeah, she would come home and talk 

about that a lot. Just like it is hard for women. You know, like you go to Cantor and like you 

see, you know, any financial firm you go, all the secretaries will be women.   

01.17.34 And all the executives, men. And even on the (?) even on the desks, you know, like even 

today like it’s getting better, but like it’s still bad, you know?  Like I don't know, it’s got to 

be like 90% percent, you know, (men?) I mean, it’s just like absurd. But uh, it’s tough.  It’s 

real tough for women.  But.  You know? 

 

 JW :  It sounds like a good summer and a good job for you? 
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01.18.00 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, it was great. Like I really, I really like it.  I was really surprised that 

I you know, I didn't, (?) the only like the only kind of thing that looks like slightly uh, at this 

point it was I just feel like, I felt like I didn't contribute that much.  But uh, but I learned, like 

I learned so much, you know?  And there’s no other, really, there’s really no other way to 

learn that kind of stuff, you know like you don’t learn that in a classroom.  So.  It’s really 

good. 

 

 JW :  They couldn’t put you in charge of a huge sum? 

 

01.18.33 NICK CHIRLS :  No, it’s not like they’re gonna give me money (LAUGHS) and be like have 

fun, no.  So.  Yeah, no, I think I did it as much as I could, so.  But uh, yeah, I mean, like I, it 

was good 'cos I think, I think (?) it like confirmed that I, like I really do want to go like into 

sales and trading.  Uh, but uh, I’m torn between like sales and trading, you know?  

01.19.00  'Cos like it’s different, you know?  It’s just like it’s different things, you know?  And uh, like 

sales is great just 'cos like you get to you know, meet a lot of people and, you know, be social 

and be personable, and you know, and then trading’s great just 'cos it’s like I love gambling 

(LAUGHS) you know, so.  I don't know.  Something else to decide one day, I guess.   

01.19.27 Hopefully (?)  

 

 JW :  Can you do both or one or the other? 

 

01.19.33 NICK CHIRLS :  No, she really did sales. She was really sales. 

 

 JW :  She didn't do some trading? 

 

01.19.38 NICK CHIRLS :  No, no, she was always in sales.  Uh, yeah, her whole way. And uh, I 

mean, she couldn’t add, you know? Like she was like you know, it’s funny 'cos like when all 

like a lot of my friends like will ask me like you know, oh, like she, like, well, a lot of people 

always think that like to be in likes sales and trading or to be in like the financial industry, in 

general, you have to be like really good in math or something like that. Like she actually like 
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my mother could like could not like add, you know?  Like she was just like a mess. But like 

she was just so you know, so personable.   

01.20.13 You know?  That she could just you know, do it, get by.  So yeah, no, she definitely wouldn’t 

have been (LAUGHS) able to do trading, I don’t think, but she was, I mean, an unbelievable 

saleswoman, you know?  So uh.  You know, it was, it was cool.   

01.20.29 I was actually talking to, it’s really nice when you hear like, like when I hear like stories 

about her that I have never heard before.  And uh, I was uh, I went out to like lunch this 

summer with her like good friend, Sara Lee, I think I’ve mentioned her before.  Uh, and uh, 

Sara Lee (?) worked with her at Leman, I think. I, I might be screwing these names up.  She 

like worked at a billion different places, but uh.   

01.20.58 Yeah, they worked together a long time ago, and she was telling me about this uh, like she is 

a little bit younger than my mother, and like my mother had been there for a few years, and 

uh, she told, she just told me about this like this like unbelievable trade, like she made. And 

that like no one had been able to do for like you know, like months, and like my mom just 

like and she, it was like, she was a relatively like junior at that point. Like she wasn’t, and 

that was like, like one of like, you know, a big like step in her career, was like this like 

unbelievable trade that she got sold that like no one could sell.   

01.21.37 And uh, it was just really nice, you know, to hear that like, you know, you know, like uh, I 

know my mom was like successful, but like it’s nice to hear like little stories like that, you 

know, that, were like you know, (?) in this, you know, she’s, Sara Lee, she was like, you 

know, that’s one I like first was like wow, your mom’s like really great at what she does, you 

know?  

01.22.00 So it’s just, it’s a really nice story.  And uh, it’s sucks, you know, the other thing that’s so sad 

is that, is that like I, I learned all this stuff this summer, and like my mom would be like this 

unbelievable resource.  You know? To like talk about this stuff with and like learn even more 

from her, because she was like, I feel like I was, I was a little bit too young when she was 

like, you know, she would try to teach me like things about the business. 

01.22.28 But like a lot of it wouldn’t like really go through.  And now I feel like I’m at the age where 

like I could like really like eat this stuff up, you know, and like I’d love to like just sit down 

with her and like talk about like you know, sales.  You know, and like the trades she’s done 
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and like you know, you know?  You know, tricks of the trade, and you know, it’s just, it’s 

like sucks.  Sucks.  Uh.   

 

 JW :  You could understand when your mom explained what she does? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 NICK CHIRLS :  Right traders are like, like you know, Cantor gives them like $500 million 

and it’s just like (~JW~)   

 

 JW :  You just go play with it? 

 

01.23.38 .NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah. Like just, I mean, well, they have limits, you know what I mean?  

They can’t like, they have to like you know, there are like certain risks they’re not allowed to 

take, you know, they have to be, they’re all (?) I mean, every trader is like, every like you 

hear and like you see in all the movies, like uh, these guys are like so bad ass, they’re like 

doing this and that like 25th hour.  Like you know, what’s his name, you know, like that’s just 

like that doesn’t really happen.  

01.24.01 Like they’re taking very like, I mean, the best traders are taking like very, very calculated 

like smart risks, you know, they’re not just like fucking around.  But uh, uh, yeah, so they, 

they’re given money.  And then the sales, sales people are basically people who are just like 

you know, a sales person will have like you know, a, all these different accounts, and like 

they’re kind of like the coordinator with like they usually have like a couple of traders they 

work with on their desk. And like so a trader says like hey, like I need this amount of like 

you know, bonds, this kind of bond, you know, this amount of them uh. 

01.24.40 And you know, and I need them at this price, or something.  For it to be worth it for like for 

the trade. So the sales person basically goes out and I learned they like goes and buys those, 

like finds, like with their, like, 'cos they have like all these accounts and all these people so 

they can find like really good deals, basically.  Or uh, vice versa, (?) the trader says hey, like 

I need to unload these like bonds, like you know, go get me good deal, basically.   
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01.25.02 Salesperson they’re just like, they’re getting good deals for everyone. They’re, they’re kind 

of a middleman, but like they’re, you know, again like Wall Street’s all about like 

relationships, you know, so like you’ve known like Joe from like this company for like 20 

years and like you say like hey, like I need this like do me a favor. I’m like, Joe, I’ll give you 

like that bond for like you know, half a point cheaper or something like that. You know, so 

like also what I learned is like individual investors like I’ve been in like investing like stocks 

and stuff, just get screwed. 

01.25.34  Like you're just like you’re fucked.  Like you just don't do it.  You know, 'cos like you’re 

just like, you’re getting the worst of the worst. You’re getting the worst deals, you’re getting 

the worst prices.  You know?  And uh, yeah, so sales people are just like a lot of the time like 

if they’re not like trading, they’re just like they’re figuring out what, what’s going on in the 

markets.  And like they’re helping out a trader and like the trader makes a real good trade 

they’ll maybe like you know, give some money to the salesperson. I 

01.25.59 t’s all about like relationships, and like you know.  The sales person is just like they’re like 

the center of it all. They’re in the middle of it all and they know everyone.  Uh. 

 

 JW :  Did Sara explain about your mom’s situation? 

 

01.26.16 NICK CHIRLS :  Oh, so in this situation I think it was just something like you know, like I 

think uh, a bunch of traders have been like stuck with these like shitty bonds for like a while.  

And like just no one would pick them up.  And uh, you know, there are (?) certain levels that 

they don't like want to sell at, basically, because then they’ll just, they’ll actually have to put 

it on their books as like a loss, and it just looks really, really bad.  

01.26.37 So a lot of times, traders will hold on to like bonds for you know, longer until sales people 

can just get rid of them at like a decent price.  So I think that’s what happened, is just like 

these traders and trying to get rid of these like this certain bond for like a while, and like my 

mom finally like got it done and like just, you know, but it was like a big, it was like a large 

amount. It was like a big deal.   

01.27.01 So uh, yeah, it’s just like, I think, I think that was like, see Sara said it was like her first really 

big like really big trade. You know, really good, big trade.  Uh.  You know, it was just cool. 

You know, 'cos I had never like, you know, I love to hear those stories for my mom, you 
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know, now.  Uh.  And I know now like how she was so good at what, like how she must have 

been so good at what she did.  You know?   

01.27.28 Just because like, you know, everyone wanted to like she was so great with everyone that 

everyone wanted to give her that favor.  You know what I mean?  So it’s like, she was set, 

you know (LAUGHS) Just really, I don't know.  (?) She was, uh, she was made for sales, I 

think. I think she could have sold anything, you know, she was just, could (?) that 

convincing, you know?  I mean, she made sales at home all the time.  You know, like, you 

know?   

01.28.01 Deal and go to bed at 9, this is why, you know, and like you know, (?) cutting deals, you 

know, Dylan, go to bed at 9 and you know, I’ll play with you that extra 15 minutes, you 

know, tomorrow, like you know, she was so, just so good at that.  So.  And she mad it, she 

made, she, she made everyone feel as though they were always winning, you know?  Like 

they were always getting like the best end of the deal, you know?  So.   

 

 JW :  Even when they may not? (LAUGHS)  

 

01.28.31 NICK CHIRLS :  Even when they  may not have been, exactly.  You know?  And I would 

have loved to been able to go you know, see my mom at work, you know like doing, where 

I’ve een all these other people do, you know?  So.   

 

 JW :  You think about her a lot there? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.28.47 NICK CHIRLS :  I think about her a lot, yeah.  I’m busy, but like I think about her a lot.  

You know?   

 

 JW :  How does that come up?  

 

01.28.57 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, well in particular, I was working with this guy who worked with her 

for like you know, a while at Morgan Stanley.  So uh, you know, we’d talk about her a lot, 



Project Rebirth:  Nick Chirls – 09.11.04  – Tape # 1 of 4     J Whitaker, Prod.     Page 13 of 46  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 
 

and like you know, he, he’d mention her, you know, a bunch.  Uh.  So there and just, just in 

general.   

 

 JW :  And you think you’ll do this? 

 

01.29.26 NICK CHIRLS :  I think I want to. I mean, like, these last couple of summers were kind of 

like you know, testing it out.  And uh, it just looks like a lot of fun. You know, like the 

people that are doing it, it’s like, it’s, it’s a lot of stress, like the people that are doing it seem 

to really, really, really enjoy it.  And uh, you know, I’ve always been like a numbers person 

and like I, you know, I think I’d be good at it, you know? I think I’d be like, you know?   

01.29.57 Be able to do it, so.  But uh, yeah. I’ve been playing a lot of poker lately, so my gambling is 

(LAUGHS) my gambling’s uh, getting, getting out of there, so I can have another outlet 

maybe one day.  To gamble (LAUGHS) with, full time.  But uh, I don’t know.  See. 

 

 JW :  Or sales? 

 

01.30.22 NICK CHIRLS :  Or sales, yeah, like I think (?) you know, sales is great, too.  Great thing 

about sales is like there’s like, you know, traders at the end of the day go home with like a 

position.  Like they can come in the next morning and have lost like (?) you know, lost huge 

amount of money.  Like sales people go out, you know, they don’t have like positions, they 

don't have accounts, so.  It’s uh, less stressful way to live.  So.   

 

 JW :  How’s Yale this year? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS :  This year?  (~JW~)   

 

 JW :  It’s just started? 

 

01.30.59 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, I mean, I’ve only been there for a couple of weeks, but uh, I think 

this is gonna be a good year.  Lot of people talk about like the sophomore slump.  But uh, I 

don't know.  I don't know. I think it’ll be a good year. 
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 JW :  I didn't find that.  

 

01.31.13 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah. I mean.  I don't know, I don't see any reason for there to be, so.  Uh, 

picking classes was a little bit uh, disappointing.  Just because like most of the, most of the 

best classes at Yale are uh, are really just like (?) it’s very hard to get into them unless you’re 

a senior or junior.   

01.31.37 So uh, it’s tough just 'cos like you’re a sophomore and you feel like you should be getting 

into like, you know, better, more interesting, like upper level classes.  But uh, it’s still really 

hard.  So uh, that was a little disappointing, not too excited about my classes this semester, 

but.  

 

 JW :  What classes would you want? 

 

01.31.59 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, actually just random anything.  You know, like wanted to get into this 

class called Ethics and the Media, I wanted to get it, which is like known as one of the best 

classes, and this class called uh, on The Cold War, which is also like known as one of the 

best classes there.  So just random like, you know, I feel like more and more, more and more 

that I, I feel like I want to go into like the financial industry.   

01.32.28 Uh, more and more I want to take classes that have nothing to do with it.  You know, so.   

 

  JW :  Why do you suppose that is? 

 

01..32.40 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, just because I feel like if I, if I end up doing, you know, whatever in 

the financial industry like I’ll be doing that for a while.  So I don’t need to spend like the  

 next 3 years of my life doing the same stuff, you know?  So uh. 

 

 JW :  Since you have a foothold at Cantor? 

 

01.33.07 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, I feel like, I don't know, I feel like that’s like changing uh, you 

know? I feel like. 
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 JW :  It may have been my generation, too?  You know what I mean?  (?)  

 

01.33.19 NICK CHIRLS :  I mean, I feel like, it’s like it’s still like, it’s, yeah.  I mean, it’s, I, I feel 

like.  I don't feel like it’s the most important thing to you know, be like an econ major, if you 

want to go into the financial world, you know?  So I don't know, maybe I’m wrong, but. 

 

 JW :  I think it’s great.  I tell most people that are in college to do what you want, even if it 

seems odd. 

 

01.33.55 NICK CHIRLS :  And even like, even if I like, even if I do end up going into the financial 

industry, like that’s certainly not something I want to do for the rest of my life, you know?  

Like, at least I don't think I do. 

 

 JW :  What do you think you might do? 

 

01.34.09 NICK CHIRLS :  I don't know. I’d really like to write.  You know?  I uh, you know?  I 

wouldn’t mind like you know, working on Wall Street for like I don't know, however long 

and like writing.  So.   

01.34.27 I don't know (LAUGHS).  We’ll see. But uh, there’s actually this major at Yale called uh, uh, 

Ethics, Politics and Economics, just kind of I don't know uh, it’s different.  But uh, it’s (?) 

you have to apply to get into it.  Uh.  So I apply at the end of the semester.  And uh, I don't 

know, hope for the best.  But I think (?) like I think I really want to do that.  

01.34.58 It’s just like.  You know?  It’s just like it’s not like one direction, you know?  It’s a little bit 

of this, a little bit of that. But (?) it just looks really, really interesting, a lot of really 

interesting classes, so.   

 

 JW :  What about ethics in terms of the classes, is that something that interests you? 

 

01.35.24 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, I like ethics. I mean, like just 'cos like, as much as it’s nice to like 

have classes that are like unbiased, you know, into like be taught in like an unbiased fashion, 
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even though that’s impossible at college, because every single college is extremely liberal.  

Uh, but uh, I don't know.  I like, I like, you know, I don't like, I (?) a lot of people have such 

a big problem when like, you know, professors like you know, like in history classes give 

like their opinions and like well, generally they’re liberal opinions that uh, college and Yale.   

01.35.59 But uh, (STOPS)  

 

01.36.00 END OF TAPE #  1 of 4 

 

TAPE # 2 of 4 
Nick Chirls 
09.11.04 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
02.01.00 PICTURE UP  

 

02.01.03 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, yeah, what I was just saying it’s just like (~JW~)  no I just felt like it’s 

(slightly like?) unnatural.  Like I love when people like express their ideas and like I either 

agree with them or don't, you know?  Uh. Yeah, and I figure that's what it’s all about. Like 

people should be saying what they believe. 

 

 JW :  Is that ethics? 

 

02.01.22 NICK CHIRLS :  Well, ethics is one of the, ethics is one of the few areas that like where 

that’s kind of expected. You know, you’re kind of expected to express an opinion. Whereas 

like, you know, departments like history or uh, (?) even sociology, like stuff like that, like 

you’re kind of expected to be (?) you know, you’re expected to be unbiased, you’re supposed 

to look at it in an unbiased fashion, which I understand.  And like that’s fair.  But I, you 

know, I love classes where like where you can express an (?) belief, like you can say like you 

can disagree or you can agree and you can, you know, talk about it.  

02.01.59 You know, and like the majority of the kids at Yale are like really smart. So like, like you 

learn a lot from them.  That way.  So. 
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 JW :  Was your mom that way? 

 

02.02.17 NICK CHIRLS :  I don't know about ethics, but, but uh, I mean, she told you what she 

thought, you know? Like she was not a uh, she was not a politically I don't know, correct 

woman, you know?  She told, told it to you straight, you know? And like, you know?  Could 

either agree or disagree with her and she was fine with that, but like she was gonna tell you 

what she thought about whatever.  You know?  So.   

 

 JW :  You were having dreams about your mom? 

 

02.03.08 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, honestly.  Not lately.  Not lately.  I don't know. I wish I did.  But uh. 

 

 JW :  Just curious. 

 

02.03.28 NICK CHIRLS :  I remember, yeah, I remember that uh, real brief.  And I think they come in 

spurts.   

 

 JW :  Do you feel like talking about what’s going on in your family? 

 

02.03.47 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, no, we can just like talk.  But uh.  (~JW~)  Yeah, things are not, not 

great.  Uh.  I don't even know where to start. 

 

 JW :  What about starting in the beginning of the summer? 

 

02.04.10 NICK CHIRLS :  (LAUGHS) I feel like I need to start a lot earlier than that. 

 

 JW :  Ok. 

 

02.04.17 NICK CHIRLS :  I mean, I think, I think the root of a lot of this is uh, is my dad’s wife.  To 

be brutally honest.  (LAUGHS)   



Project Rebirth:  Nick Chirls – 09.11.04  – Tape # 1 of 4     J Whitaker, Prod.     Page 18 of 46  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 
 

02.04.34 I don't even know what to say about her.  But uh, we uh, we don't get along.  But it’s not all 

her fault. I mean, I think it’s just as much my dad’s fault.  Uh, I think uh, I think another big 

root is just that uh, he’s, I think he’s gone through the healing process just, just in a much 

different way than uh, than me and definitely my sister, maybe not my brother as much.   

02.05.08 And uh.  I don't think he’s allowed for my, for my sister and I and even my brother to uh, to 

heal the way that I think we want to.  Not want to or just have to.  

02.05.30 You know?  Uh, And uh, it’s been tough. It’s been tough.  Uh.  My mother is not talked 

about in my home.  For the most part.  Uh, it’s just sad.  I mean, you know, there are, you 

know, two pictures of her left maybe in my home.  Uh, they’re.  It’s sad.  Uh.   

 

 JW :  His process was what? 

 

02.06.19 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, he’s never been good at (?) speaking about you know, stuff.  You 

know?   

02.06.30 A lot of like, a lot of how he deals with things is just to like not talk about it and you know, 

pretend that it’s not an issue.  Uh, and uh, I don't want to say that, I don't want to say that 

necessarily that he’s healed faster, but uh, you know, I mean, I think, I mean, just uh, simple 

big issue is the fact that he got married so soon. You know, I’m sure, I know we’ve talked 

about this before, but uh, there was just uh, you know?   

02.04.09 I think he likes to put it out and uh, you know, I think, I think I certainly have a lot of my 

mother in me, and I think that, you know, that part is saying like don't do that, you know, like 

deal with it head on and uh, it’s been different, you know?   

02.07.33 And uh, I think that the fact that my uh, that his wife is around all the time just kind of 

exacerbates the situation.  Uh, you know?  Makes it that, makes (?) the way he is that much 

worse, you know?  Just because there’s, there’s less incentive to talk about my mother, to 

deal with my mother when, when his wife, when his new wife is around.   

02.08.03 Uh.  And she’s been uh, less than stellar, you know? In terms of, in terms of dealing with, 

with you know, just being honest about the situation.  You know?  Uh.   

02.08.25 You know I’ve, I mean, like I, I go home to my house and it (?) feels like, you know, I mean, 

if you were to come over, you would be and you didn't know about my situation.  Some, 

some stranger were to come over, they would be, I feel, extremely surprised that my mother 
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ever lived or was in that.  People, you know, she never lived in the house, that’s true.  But my 

mother was ever part of the family. I think they would be surprised.  You know?   

02.08.58 You know, even the, the furniture is different uh, you know, the whole, the whole decorating 

the house is different.  Uh, it’s just different.  And I don't think I was uh, ready for that.  

Quite yet.  Uh. I don't think my sister was ready for it, and, and it’s just sad because it was, it 

wasn’t like a family decision to you know, and this is just an example of like the redecoration 

of the house.  

02.09.30 You know, but it wasn’t a family decision. And it was kind of like one day, like me and my 

siblings came home and all of a sudden we lived in a house that wasn’t like ours anymore.  

Uh.  So that’s I don't know, kind of the root of some things. (~JW~)  Uh, which I’m sure 

we’ve talked to before (~JW~)   

 

 JW :  What can you tell me about it? 

 

02.09.59 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, it’s just tough, it’s just really tough. 

 

 JW :  Has he talked to you about your mom? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh we have.  We have.   

 

 JW :  I remember when we talked the first year and the first night. 

 

 NICK CHIRLS :  Well it was weird, it was very weird because uh, my dad’s never been like 

a social person, you know?   

 

 JW :  Your mom handled that? 

 

02.10.26 NICK CHIRLS :  My mom, yeah, exactly, she was that part, you know?  Uh, you know, 95% 

of our family friends were through my mother.  And uh, and another (?) another sad thing is 

that you know, my family’s not friends with those people anymore.  My dad has kept up zero 

contact with them.  And I feel that they have made an effort.  And uh, you know, everyone’s 
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wronged him in some way, you know and it’s just, it’s sad.  Because uh, I’m old enough that 

I still have a relationship with them.  

02.11.00 You know, because (?) I think that’s important for everyone, you know, that is again a part of 

the healing process is talking to those friends of my mother.  You know?  And learning those 

stories about them, and you know, just you know, talking about how we miss her and this and 

that, you know?  That’s, that’s like feels like such an important part of the process.  And uh, 

you know my dad’s cut that out. And uh, you know, for you know, like Cindy and Dylan, 

they don't, they don't have that part.  You know, I feel like I’m old enough that, that how my 

dad has dealt with the situation I’m, I’m old enough that I have been able to say, you know, 

whoa.  

02.11.36 Like you can deal with that your way but I’m not dealing with that, you know, your way 

(LAUGHS).  Uh, my sister (~JW~)   

 

 JW :  Have you said that to him? 

 

02.11.47 NICK CHIRLS :  I think, I think I have.  You know?  We (?) actually we went to like 

counseling together for like a brief period, I don't know if I ever told you that, but uh.  (?) I 

felt, it just made everything more frustrating, I felt like for me just 'cos it didn't feel like 

anything was going through.  But uh.  You know, it’s just, it’s sad, like and, and a lot of these 

family friends, for example, like Sara Lee and other people, you know, they say like oh, like 

oh, you know, I’m so like, you know, most of the conversation is talking about Dylan and 

Cindy, you know?  Because they miss Dylan and Cindy, and they miss, you know, you 

know?   

02.12.26 And, and the fact is is that they were primarily friends with my mother.  You know?  But 

they did see my father as a friend, and they did view us children as you know, part of their 

lives. And like they lost all of that when my mother died, you know?  So it’s sad for them, 

too.  And uh, you know, Sara Lee is like oh, you know, like I, you know, I’d love for you to 

like come visit us and like please bring Dylan and Cindy, you know, like they miss them.  

And Dylan and Cindy don't get, you know, don't get that.  Uh, I don't know where I was 

before.  But uh. 
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 JW :  You were actually talking about relating to your dad, and about your brother and sister 

relating to your dad?   

 

02.13.24 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, I mean, and Cindy, Cindy is, is in the middle, you know?  She’s 

getting old enough where, where she, I mean, I think the next few years are gonna be 

somewhat disastrous for my sister living at home.  Uh, because in the next, I mean, she’s a 

teen, she just turned 13, you know?  And she is you know, two or three years, she’s, she’s 

starting to realize that like look, like one, I hate my stepmother (LAUGHS) you know, like 

before and you know, and I, and you know, like I, for the record, you know, I have done 

nothing to hurt the situation.  

02.14.05 You know, I mean, like I want her to give my, my you know, my dad’s wife a fair chance. 

And my brother calls her Mom, you know, and that’s something that you know, I don't, I 

don't interfere with or you know it hurts, but I, I you know, don't uh, fault myself with it. But 

uh, you know, she’s come to her own that she does not get along, does not like my dad’s 

wife.   

02.14.30 And uh, I don't know if she knows, but I know that she uh, again has like needs to deal with 

this situation much differently than my dad has.  And uh, I think that’s gonna come to a head, 

and she’s much better.  She’s much better at kind of being diplomatic about things.  Uh, my 

mom was horrible about being diplomatic about things.   

02.15.00 You know?  Which is, which is one of, one of her big, one of her big uh, one of her, you 

know, one of her I guess one of her.  One of the big issues that she would always talk to me 

about is how at all of these companies that she worked for, she was extremely successful.  

She was you know, for many, many years she was like, she made the most money out of 

anyone on her trading desk and stuff like that.  But she was never promoted to management.  

And part of hat was because she was a woman, she felt.   

02.15.31 But part of it also is just because she wasn’t diplomatic.  She, you know?  You know, I mean, 

she, she, she had friends, a lot of friends who would go to fucking bat for her in a second, she 

would go to bat for.  Uh, but she had people who didn't like her.  You know, because she 

wasn’t, she wasn’t there to you know, kiss ass to the executives, and you know?  That’s not 

what she was there for and she didn't do it.  And she, she came home and talked to me so 

much about how like she said like I wish I could do it.  
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02.15.59 There are times when I wish I could hold my tongue and just suck it up and do it, you know?  

'Cos I know it would be good for my career, but I’ve never been able to do it.  You know? 

And uh, you know, that was always one of her lessons to me is just like know when, you 

know, know when to speak up and know when to shut up.  And uh, my sister’s much better 

at, at uh, being diplomatic than I am.  Uh, so in that sense, I think you know, maybe she has a 

chance, but.   

02.16.26 But I think it’ll be tough these next few years for her. And uh, you know, she’s getting to the 

age where she, where I think she will start speaking up.  It’s gonna be tough, really tough. 

 

 JW :  I think of you being diplomatic? 

 

02.16.45 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, yeah, well, I think I can.  I think I can sometimes.  I’m certainly better 

than (?) my mom was (LAUGHS).  But uh, I don't know.  I guess, and I think I used to with 

my father and my father’s wife. But I think it just kind of got to that point where it’s just like, 

no more. 

 

 JW :  What are the big moments that happened, like the redecorating? 

 

02.17.11 NICK CHIRLS :  What exactly happened?  Uh.  One of the big (?).  What happened here was 

uh, uh.   

02.17.37 The, the point where it came to a head.  There (?) was a billion different things leading up to 

it, but the point where was uh, over uh, I guess uh, Christmas vacation, I was living at home 

this past year.  And uh, I had like they, my family was away for most of the vacation.  

02.17.58 And uh, I have these, I have these horrible neighbors, horrible neighbors uh, who are, who 

are impossible to deal with.  And uh, a few times over Christmas vacation (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.18.34 NICK CHIRLS :  So uh, a couple of times I had some friends over, nothing big.  And uh, and 

uh, they never (said?) they actually never said anything to me uh, that like you know, we 
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were loud or something like that. Uh, so I knew nothing about it. And uh, when my dad, my 

dad came home.  

02.19.01 And uh, you know, we said, hey, you know, like I got, got a call from the neighbors. They 

said like you were like really loud like a couple of nights or something like that.  Uh.  And I 

go, well, you know, I guess so, but, but they never called, you know, they never talked, 

talked to me about it, they could have just called, you know, if we were in fact loud, you 

know, they could have just called me and we would have been able to deal with the situation.  

And it’s just like you know, normal, you know, you’ll be dealing with it in like 10 years 

(LAUGHS).   

02.19.35 Uh, but uh, see, (?) like, it wasn’t a big issue. Uh, and uh, you know, I go, and he goes, oh, 

well, something, something like well, the message they said that you, they, they asked you to 

be quiet like several times or something like that. And I was like no, like (?) like I really 

didn't (?) you know, it didn't happen.   

02.20.00 And he goes, and he goes, well, you know, like why would they just make that up or 

something, and I was like you know, would you uh, I was like look, Dad, it didn't happen, 

you know, like, you’re just gonna have to trust (?) you know, your son over, over the 

neighbors. And uh, he goes, well, I can’t do that.  Something like that. And I go, well, that’s, 

you know, that’s too bad. That’s very, that’s, you know, very hurtful.  

02.20.26 And he goes, well, you know, this or that, came back and (?) the conversation and he goes, 

you know, I don't, I don't think you should uh, I don't think you should live at home anymore.  

And uh, the rest is history.  So, I mean, it caught me off guard 'cos I never, I never.  I kind of, 

I, I feel like it was going in that, it was certainly going in that direction where I couldn’t live 

at home. I mean, quite frankly, quite frankly, I, I didn't want to live at home anyway.   

02.21.00 But uh, I certainly wasn’t expecting my dad to say to me that I, I can’t live at home.  Uh.   

 

 JW :  You were 18? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, I mean, yeah.  So.  It was uh, bad.   

 

 JW :  What was the next thing you did?  Did you pack your bag? 
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02.21.28 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah.  Went and uh, yeah.  I left.  So uh, and we talked, you know, we’ve 

talked since.  You know?  A lot.  And uh, I haven’t really discussed you know, we talk about 

like you know, like he moved me and like, you know, he drove me to school.  You know, 

like we do the administrative things that like father and son still have to do, you know?   

02.21.59 But like there’s no, there’s no communication whatsoever.  Uh.   

 

 JW :  How do you feel about that? 

 

02.22.12 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, it sucks.  You know?  I think, I think that in terms of actually living 

away from home, uh, I mean, I couldn’t live at home anymore.  Uh, it was, I mean, it was 

very hurtful that he was the one to initiate it.   

02.22.28 Uh, but I certainly couldn’t live at home anymore.  Uh.  I mean, I, I was happier living by 

myself.  Uh.  But uh. Yeah.  I mean, I mean, I (?) I am on my own.  You know?  So.  

02.22.58 You know, it feels somewhat like a divorce, you know?  Like I, I mean, I have like visitation 

times, like my brother and sister, you know?  It feels somewhat like a divorce (LAUGHS) 

you know?    But uh.  Yeah, and I mean, I think that my dad’s wife has, has done nothing but 

hurt the situation.  You know?  My dad is, my dad is (?) an unreasonable person.   

02.23.28 And uh, my mother uh, my mother had a way of, of making him into a more reasonable 

person.  Uh, when my mother died, he became like, like my mother brought him here. When 

my mom died, he kind of went there.  And then I feel like his wife just (exacerbates?) the 

situation.  And now he’s kind of over there.  Uh, so there’s just, it’s impossible to deal with 

him.   

02.23.58 So it’s impossible to have a conversation with him without him, you know, pulling the I’m 

the father card and screaming and that’s the end of the conversation.  Uh.   

 

 JW :  It wasn’t just about the neighbors? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS :  Right, I mean, that was (~JW~)  last straw. 

 

 JW :  What were the other straws before it?  It sounds like it’s something that’s been going 

on? 
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02.24.42 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, well, again, I think the very, very root of it is just that everyone, it’s 

just everyone has, has, we have very different ways of healing.  And uh, I think that he has, 

he has neglected his father as a duty. I mean, his duty as a father to, to allow his children to 

heal the way they need to, over the way he needs to.  Uh.  And by getting married, you know, 

by, by you know, going on very frequent trips. 

02.25.30 By not working and living off my mother’s money;  by uh, you know, going out to dinner 

several times a week and not being with his kids are, are all things that, that as a parent you 

can do, but not now.  You know?  Even if it’s 3 years later.  You know?  

02.25.56 I mean, I mean, it’s just, he, you know? I mean, when my mom got home from work, you 

know, she, long day she was exhausted, but she didn't want to just crawl into bed and go to 

sleep. She wanted to get every second she could with her kids, with her family.  You know?  

And I, I, I believe that if my dad had the choice right now, to choose no kids, get to just 

travel and like hang out with my new wife, forever. 

02.26.35 And like no, no burdens or anything like that, I, I believe she looks (?) I think he loves his 

children, but I think he also looks at his children as a burden.  And uh, I mean, all of these 

things have, have been, and it’s been very passive-aggressive, because no one talks about 

anything in my home.  No one talks about anything.  You know?  So everything is just, 

everything is a build up, you know?   

02.27.02 The little things, like uh, you know, (?).  Well, first of all he’s always yelling at someone for 

not doing something, like washing the dishes or you know, leaving a plate here or you know, 

walking with your shoes on the carpet. And, and just these little things, they just, they, there 

are bigger issues behind them that no one’s getting at.  Because, again, that’s not my dad’s 

way of doing things, which is unhealthy. You know?   

02.27.30 So little things turn into big things.  And then bigger things turn into you know, big thing turn 

in to bigger things. And uh, it’s just bad.   

 

 JW :  What are the things that are behind it, when you say there are things behind it he’s not 

dealing with? 
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02.27.56 NICK CHIRLS :  I just, I just don't think that he.  I mean, one, I think he should get a job, 

you know?  And uh, money’s also been like an issue behind everything.  That’s like a whole 

another like very complicated, odd story.  Uh, but uh, I just don't, I think there are, I think 

there are, there are.   

02.28.31 As a father, you have (?), there’s a greater duty than, you know, playing video games with 

your son like for an hour.  You know?  I mean, like it’s more than the administrative stuff, 

you know, it’s more, it’s like, it’s actually like being an emotional place, you know?  My 

brother, my brother, my brother doesn’t have a clue what’s going on, you know?  I mean, 

he’s so confused.  

02.29.00 And, and my (?) like it’s just so hard to explain, but like my house is like, is it like, is got to 

be a scary place for him, you know?  Because he can’t talk about anything.  You know?  

There’s no answers.  You know?  For a little 8-year old.  You know?  It’s like a cold 

environment, and uh, which is just such a far cry from when my mother was around, you 

know?   

02.29.30 Everything was fun and like, everything was fun.  And there was love behind everything, you 

know?  My stepmother is, is cold.  You know?  She was an investment banker for her whole 

life, and uh. I’ve actually heard from people that worked for her, that she was the most 

impossible person to work for and one of the most hated people at where she worked.   

02.30.01 Uh, but she was successful.  And uh, she’s never had a family, so she kind of deals with this 

family in an investment banking -type of way.  You know?  Which is for the most part just 

business like and cold, you know, and not how families work.  Uh, and there's just, there’s 

just, she’s just mean (LAUGHS), you know?   

02.30.30 And she doesn’t, she doesn’t, and you know, to her credit she’s never dealt with kids, so it’s 

hard, it’s much harder for her.  But uh, you know?  Things like, this one story I’ll always 

remember.  And I feel bad saying it, I feel like bad like talking shit about her here, but like, 

you know, uh, about a year, I think maybe a year ago or so, this is something that my sister 

actually told me, I was away at school. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.31.14 END OF TAPE #  2 of 4 
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TAPE # 3 of 4 
Nick Chirls 
09.11.04 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
03.01.00 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.01.08 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, all right, so the story is uh, this is how my sister told it to me.  Uh, 

Dylan was uh, like just playing around in the kitchen. And uh, maybe about a year ago, so he 

was maybe, maybe 7.   And uh, he was like eating like, uh, like dry cereal, like uh, you know, 

whatever.  (LAUGHS)  

03.01.34 And uh, for one reason or another he’s like, he’s like kind of a bit of a wild child.  Uh, he was 

like I guess just like throwing (LAUGHS) little pieces of cereal at my dad’s wife.  And uh, 

you know, she asked him to stop a couple of times, he didn't.  And uh, her way of dealing 

with it was she grabbed some object on the table, relatively hard object, and threw it at his 

head.   

03.02.08 And it hit him, and he just start, you know, started crying, you know, and it’s just.  I think 

that’s the best indication of how, and I think she’s gotten better, but I think that’s the best 

indication of how much she knows about dealing with children, you know?   

03.02.28 And uh, it’s just very, very sad.  Uh, especially because Dylan, you know, I don't feel like, I 

don't feel like he really knows, like he doesn’t really, really know how unbelievably 

wonderful his mother was.  And uh, again, my (?) family is doing nothing to show him.   

03.02.57 And he should know, you know?  Uh, I think he’s just very confused.  He’s very, very 

confused about everything.  You know?  There are times where I say, you know, uh, you 

know like uh, there are, there have been times in the past year where I say, you know, uh, 

you know, have you (?) you know, been thinking about like your mommy like Cathy, you 

know, like at all lately, you know, say like, oh.  Who, like who, who’s that?   
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03.03.37 You know, and I’ll go like your mom, you know, (?) your Cathy mommy.  He’d be like oh, 

yeah, yeah, like uh, kind of (?) you know?  I mean, nothing gets talked about, you know, and 

it’s just like, it’s a horrible, horrible environment.  Uh. 

 

JW : How does that make you feel about your brother? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, why, which one? 

 

 JW :  Your brother not talking? 

 

03.04.08 NICK CHIRLS :  Oh, that was like, talking about (?)  

 

 JW :  Not remembering? 

 

03.04.11 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, I mean, devastating, devastating.  And it’s also devastating when he 

calls, you know, when I go home and I you know, I hear him saying, mommy, mommy, and 

I’m thinking like what?  And then like oh, right, he was talking to Bobby, you know? I mean, 

it’s, it’s devastating.   

03.04.28 And like part of me wishes I could be there and like you know, talk with him and, and make 

him talk about this stuff, because like.  I feel that it will have a lasting effect, you know, 

impact on him.  And, and a part of me said, you realizes that look, I’m not the father, you 

know? I’m his brother, and there’s only so much I can do.  You know?  But my sister, I talk, 

you know, she doesn’t (?) feel comfortable talking to shrinks.  

03.05.01 And she certainly doesn’t talk about anything in my home, so we have uh, I talk to her 

weekly. Every Thursday night, we have phone calls. And uh, you know, sometimes we don’t 

talk about, you know, most of the time we don't talk about, you know, my mom.  But uh, 

sometimes we do and I think she’s like so happy, you know, to talk about her.  She doesn’t 

get that opportunity a lot.  And uh. 

03.05.31 It’s just, it’s just a, it’s a, it’s a whole new environment in my home. And uh, it’s sad and but 

and it’s sad that I’m not allowed there anymore, but at the same time (?) it’s uh, you know, I 
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can’t live there anymore. I can’t be there anymore.  You know?  I almost feel like me being 

there is like, it like saying like, almost like this is ok, what’s going on here, you know?   

03.06.01 And my brother and sister don't exactly know what’s, what’s happened, you know? 

 

 JW :  What do you mean, 'cos your sister lives there? 

 

03.06.14 NICK CHIRLS :  She’s older, but I, you know, I kind of explained the situation just as like it 

was like more like me like, you know, kind of needing to live on my own a little bit more, 

you know, but it’s difficult.   

 

 JW :  That’s got to be hard, too, because you feel like you’re lying? 

 

03.06.27 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah.  Yeah. I mean, she doesn’t know the truth. She doesn’t know that 

I’m not allowed to come home.  Uh.  You know, I mean, I can go home, you know, I’m 

staying at home tonight. But you know, I’m a guest in my home. You know?  It’s not my 

home anymore. You know?  My room has (?) been turned into the guest room, (LAUGHS) 

You know, so?  Uh.   

 

 JW :  Do you do ice cream anymore? 

 

03.06.58 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, well, I can’t, I’m not around (~JW~)  Well, Thursday night ice cream 

has turned into Thursday night phone call.  So uh.  Yeah, I mean, my sister, I’m very, very 

close to my sister. And uh, I wish I was just as close with my brother.  But uh, it’s just 

tougher, it’s tougher. He also is like, he’s been going through a lot of stuff lately, too.  Like 

he’s uh, he’s like very, very dyslexic.  Uh, which has like been like a recent finding, more or 

less.  Uh.   

03.07.30 So he’s had a lot of trouble with that, and he’s just like he got a shitty hand.  You know?  But 

uh, but I still talk to him.  And I’m sure as he gets older we’ll become much closer.  So.   

 

 JW :  He got a shitty hand? 
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03.07.48 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah. Yeah, he did.  Uh.  There’s also just such a big like age difference 

that like I do feel like I do half of me feels like I’m kind of his father. Not his father, but a 

parental figure.  Uh.  

03.08.08 So that’s weird. But (?) you know, with my sister, too.  My sister, too.  Uh. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  Has it been a lot of growing up? 

 

03.08.24 NICK CHIRLS :  Forced growing up.  Forced growing up.  You know?  It’s just been like, 

you know, if you had told me 3 years ago that my mother would be dead and that I would 

have almost no contact with my father, and I’d be living on my own, I would have told you, 

you were fucking crazy, you know?  So.  It’s been uh, a ride.  But uh, I dealt with it.   

03.09.00 I think, I’m prepared. I was prepared. I had a wonderful mother, and she prepared me.  Uh, 

and I have wonderful friends. Wonderful, wonderful friends.   

 

 JW :  How emotionally have you been feeling, even though this is a broad statement? 

 

 (SIMULTANEOUS CONVERSATION)  

 

03.08.30 NICK CHIRLS :  Surprising, I, I’ve been like a lot better than I would have expected, 

considering the circumstances.  Uh.  I’ve been relatively happy, you know?  Like I, at the end 

of the day, despite everything, I honestly like, this is what I said today and like (?) I honestly 

feel luck, I really do.  'Cos you know, I just like, despite everything, I’m happy, you know?   

03.10.02 I have awesome friends, you know?  Great brother and sister, you know?  I go to a great 

school and I have a great time at school, you know?  And like I’m just, I’m happy.   

 

 JW :  How you do that? 

 

03.10.21 NICK CHIRLS :  (LAUGHS) I don't know. Like I ask myself same question.  But like, I 

think, (?) anyone involved in September 11th, you know, or even anyone anywhere in the 
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United States like after September 11th does have a greater appreciation for life, you know?  

'Cos there’s one thing I, I know is like, like how and like fragile, you know? It’s scary to like 

walk around thinking that, but like, like there are so many ways you can die.   

03.10.56 Like I don't know how else to say it.  You know?  (LAUGHS) There’s just like, there’s a 

billion different ways you can die, you know?  But (?) disease or you know, (?) I don't even 

think about it, you know?  So like I feel like lucky.  I do have a great appreciation for life, 

and I enjoy like living my life.  So.  I don't know.  And (?) I’m not saying like (?) I have 

horrible days, you know?  I have like shitty days, where like I feel like shit, you know?   

03.11.31 But uh, on average (?) I think I’m happier.  Just lucky.  So.   

 

 JW :  When you’re talking about the healing process, where are you in it? 

 

03.12.00 NICK CHIRLS :  I, I don't know. Like I don't know how to define like my healing process.  

But uh, I’m at a point where I still think about my mom every day.  Uh, but I think about her 

more often than not now in a (?) happy way.  You know?  Most of the time that I think about 

her now compared to I feel like years past, is like I think (?) I don't think about her and say 

like shit, my mom’s dead.   

03.12.34 You know?  I mean, I, I (?) it’s in there somewhere, you know, but at the same time, that’s 

not like the first (?) you know, the first thought is like, like, you know, remembering a story 

about her, remembering, you know, time I spent with her.  Uh.  More often than not, when I 

think about my mom, they’re happy thoughts now.   

03.13.02 But uh, you know?  But uh, it still doesn’t change that I like I’m just miss her so much. I 

think about a lot of the time like especially on a day like today it’s just like, when I most 

think about it it’s just like, I realize I haven’t seen my mom in 3 years, you know?  Like I 

haven’t, I just like I haven’t talked to her in 3 years, like 3 years I haven’t talked to my mom, 

you know?   

03.13.27 Just like it’s just weird.  You know?  It’s just odd. I haven’t hugged her in 3 years.  Just very 

odd.  And, and like I still don't believe it.  I can’t believe it’s been 3 years, you know?  It’s 

nuts.  You know, like I still look at pictures of her and like can’t believe that she was actually 

in those buildings, and that actually happened, you know?   
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03.13.59 Just weird.  But uh, in general, I’ve realized that like uh, it’s just a lot longer, the healing 

process. And maybe just for me, but uh, you know, I think I’ll be, I think I’ll be, you  

 know, 50 one day, and uh, you know, again I think most of my thoughts about her will be 

happy. 

03.14.34 But at the same time, I truly think that for the rest of my life, you know, whether I’m 50 or 

whatever, I will think about like that day and it’ll be just as sad.  You know?  And I’ll miss 

her just as much.  I (?) at this point I don't know if that’ll ever change.  Uh.  You know?   

03.14.57 And a big, and another think about you know, just growing up in general is that I can’t share 

it with my mom.  You know, I couldn’t share like, you know, the Cantor experience with my 

mom, you know?  When I get married, my mom won’t be at my wedding, you know?  When 

I have a kid, like my mom would have been the most unbelievable grandmother.  Like ever. 

(LAUGHS) You know?  You know?  I can’t like bring my kids to like Grandma’s house.  

You know?  Which makes me so sad.   

03.15.28 You know?  And hopefully they’ll have one grandmother.  But uh, I’ll always feel like 

they’re missing out on like the best grandmother, you know?  So.  That’s really sad.  In 

general, at college, you know, when, when and (?) very rarely, like very rarely do I talk about 

my mother with people at college, but when I do, I just, I at the end of the conversation I just, 

I’m just like more than anything else I’m just frustrated, because there’s no way I can explain 

to them in words like who my mother was and how amazing she was.   

03.16.06 You know?  And like you always hear like, you know, I probably have said this before, but 

like you always hear like, like oh, yeah, this person was great, this person was great, but like 

I just (LAUGHS) way I can like explain to them that like my mom was actually awesome.  

You know?  Like she was actually a great woman.  You know?   

03.16.27 So I end up just feeling frustrated whenever I talk about it, 'cos there’s just no way I can 

explain to them who my mother was.  And uh, that’s a problem I’ll have for the rest of my 

life.  Which sucks.  But uh, you know, and I (?) even, even you know, I’d love to talk to her 

about what’s going on right now.  You know?  With the family.   I’m like, you know?  'Cos I 

think she’s be appalled.  I think she would be appalled.  Uh.   

03.17.06 I think she would be just, I think she would be so sad about what’s happened.  And she was 

like, she was just like another, another thing that I’ve realized.  Just and I found out recently 

from my uncle, actually, was uh, that I’ve like felt bad about but like I have like a whole like 
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new respect for my mother, was that uh, when we moved to Princeton uh, our move to 

Princeton was kind of after my mom had lost a job.   

03.17.48 And so we never really talked about money in my family, but I had always figured that uh, 

our move to Princeton, it was financial, but I always kind of figured that it uh, our move to 

Princeton was because my mom lost her job.   

03.18.05 Uh.  And I think (?) I think I’ve (?) even like, like voiced the fact that I was like angry at her 

for like losing her job or something like that. And uh, turns out, we, we moved to Princeton 

for financial reasons relating to my father.   

03.18.26 And I mean, I feel horrible for, you know, for implicating to my mother that I felt like it was 

her fault. But the most amazing thing was that she like, she just took it. She just took the 

blame.  You know?  And like that was just like she did things like that.  You know?  And it’s 

those things that like, you know, those things that like you know?   

03.18.57 She’s not gaining anything from that.  You know, no one’s giving her credit for that, but she 

just did it.  You know?  She never implicated my father.  You know?  'Cos she loved my 

father.  But she also just, it wasn’t, you know, the right thing to do.  And she was just like, 

you know, she was just like, she had so much strength, you know?  And like (?) I just thought 

that was like kind of an amazing story, you know?   

03.19.27 Never, ever, ever said anything.  And uh, you know, she was the center of the family.  She 

was the center of the family.  

 

 JW :  Can you imagine that in the future you would ever come back together? 

 

03.19.52 NICK CHIRLS :  Right now?  No.  No.  'Cos there’s no center right now.  You know?  

There’s just like there’s just no center.  Uh.  (LAUGHS) It’s just a mess, you know, it’s just 

all over the place.  I just (?) I don't know.  I hope so.  I really do.  

03.20.26 I hope that you know, we’d be a happy, you know, a happy dysfunctional family one day.  

You know?  Not a shitty dysfunctional family.   

 

 JW :  I sense a reaction in your voice talking about your mom covering for your dad.  There 

must be a lot of pain in that? 
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03.21.08 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah.  (~JW~)  A lot.  Uh.  I know, I know he loved her, too. I know he 

did.  But uh, I don't know.   

03.21.33 I just like I don't know.  I, like I hate to just put everything on my, you know, my dad’s wife.  

But uh. I just feel like if she was gonna come into this situation and given (it was?) virtually 

impossible situation to come into, you know, in the first place.  

03.21.57 But if she was gonna come in, then you’d better try your damn hardest, you know, to make, 

to get along with everyone. And to make things fun.  No one ever tells jokes, no one ever 

laughs, you know?  It’s just like.  It’s just like that’s not how my family works.  And it’s just 

like, it’s just, you know?   

03.22.29 I’ll go over to dinner at like you know, my friend Kate’s house (?).  And it’s just like it’s (?) 

like uh, it’s a jumble?  You know, there are four kids and, and two parents and it’s just like 

everyone’s screaming and laughing and, and like it’s, it’s fun.  I used to enjoy sitting down at 

the dinner table with my family.  You know?  And like it was a mess.  And now it’s you 

know, my brother’s getting yelled at for not, you know, he’s 8, for not keeping his napkin on 

his lap the whole time.  

03.22.58 And you know?  My, my sister’s getting yelled at for keeping her fork in her left hand.  You 

know?  Just absurd shit.  That like, it’s just not fun. It’s not fun.  It’s tense and it’s cold.  And 

uh. I think my dad and, and Bobby have equally created that environment.   

03.23.26 And uh, and uh, you know, I don't know how she, how she doesn’t step back and say whoa, 

like.  Like my husband’s son was kicked out of the house. Like that’s not right.  You know?  

Cindy is clearly like you know, Cindy’s not nice to her, you know?  But I feel like that was 

just a reaction, you know?  I, I don't feel that Bobby ever made an effort to, to talk to me 

about anything.  You know?  Just talk to me, 'cos I’ll talk to you.   

03.23.59 You know?  And even if it’s a fight, something.  You know?  And uh, you know, as the kids, 

we’re not, we’re not the ones supposed to be making that first, that first approach, that first 

effort. That’s her job.  She never did it.  And uh, you know, she’s the boss.  She’s the 

investment banker, you know?  Managing director.  So she’s not used to you know, sucking 

it up and, and you know, you know, taking shit or, or taking blame or this or that.  

03.24.29 You know, but that’s, that’s how family works, you know? There are parents and there are 

children, but everyone in the end is kind of even. Everyone in the end kind of holds their 

own, their own, you know, share.  And uh, you know, she’s not ready to do that.  And uh, 



Project Rebirth:  Nick Chirls – 09.11.04  – Tape # 1 of 4     J Whitaker, Prod.     Page 35 of 46  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 
 

you know, I just don't, I just don't understand how, how she doesn’t, you know, like clearly 

it’s on my dad to be the first person to say, whoa.  

03.24.57 Something’s not going right here, you know?  But I think she should be, you know, not too 

far behind him saying like, I’m married to this guy so like as long as I’m married to this guy I 

should make sure that like this family is even kind of functioning, you know?  But I also 

think that they’re, they’re also just oblivious, you know?  I don't think they really realize how 

bad the situation is.  Uh.  Or they don’t want to believe it.  You know?  A 

03.25.30 nd you’ll ask my dad, you know, he’s like, he’s a narcissist, you know?  Like you ask anyone 

(?) ask my dad, like oh, like how are things, how are the family?  Like oh, great, like you 

know, no problem. As long as kind of everything, and this summer was, was uh, was you 

know, different. Like everything, you know, up until the summer, as long as everything was 

look, looked good, then it was Ok.  So.  And I think this, this summer changed that a little bit.  

But uh.   

 

 JW :  Can you tell me how the money affected it? 

 

   

 

03.26.18 NICK CHIRLS :  The money’s an issue.  Uh, in general?  Uh, in general, well, number one, 

it’s all my mom’s money.  Every penny.  My dad really never made a cent.  You know?   

03.26.33 Every, every penny, down to the last penny is my mom’s money.  Uh, and uh.  He believes 

that as long as, as long as uh, as long as uh, his philosophy in general, our family money, as 

long as the principle is not touched, then he’s doing his job.   

03.27.04 Uh.  But quite frankly, that money should be growing.  You know?  And I, I don't want it, 

you know?  I took (?) I decided to take money to live off of, you know?  I was thrown out of 

the house.  And so I did what is necessary for me to live, you know?  But in general, I don't 

want to ever touch that money, 'cos it’s not my money, you know?   

03.27.27 I’m gonna get my own job, I’m gonna make my own money and I’m gonna live my own life. 

And I hope to you know, my kids need that money one day or like, you know, a disaster 

happens or something, that’s when I’ll use that money.  But otherwise, I’m not gonna touch 

it.  And uh.  You know, I think my dad should (?) get a job (LAUGHS).  To be very (?) you 
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know?  He shouldn’t be living off (?) my mother’s interest, you know?  He wants to take 

those vacations to, to Italy and Brazil and to you know, Iceland.  

03.28.02 And he, you know he travels a lot. If he wants to take those vacations, fine.  You know, take 

those vacations.  But do it with your own money.  Work, you know?  You’re an architect.  

Like it’s very easy to like, you know, he could work at home and still take these vacations 

and still live the way he wants to live. And he, and he kind of you know, he uses the excuse 

oh, well, like, you know, I, I take care of my kids, you know?  Like that’s my job.  But you 

don't really.  You know? (LAUGHS) So.   

03.28.29 Uh.  I, I don't, I don't, I have a different ethical belief (LAUGHS) in the way uh, in the way 

he should be handling the family’s money.  Uh.  And I feel bad 'cos I feel like I’m painting 

my father as this like horrible like sleazy, manipulative guy. And I don't think he is.  I think 

he’s, quite frankly I think he’s like, he’s simple, you know?   

03.29.00 But he just like, he just needs like a slap in the face. He just needs to like wake up a little bit, 

you know?  And uh, and he, and he does love his children, and he cares about his children. 

But uh, I just feel like a lot, a lot of the time he just takes the easy way out.  And uh. 

 

 JW :  Specifically, what was the money that you got?  Not the amount.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.29.33 NICK CHIRLS :  Well, there’s (~JW~)  basically like, there’s basically two sources of 

money that my family has was my mother’s life insurance, and the victim’s compensation 

fund.  Which I know like I have like gone off about it in the past.  But it actually like, it 

ended up working out. Like, it ended up working out not like 100% right, but like it ended up 

working out OK.  Uh, and uh, so they’re basically like the two sources of money that we 

have.   

03.29.59 Uh, and then Bobby has her own money. But everything’s separate, nothing is uh, you know, 

everything’s separate.  Everything that she does, she pays for. Everything that the family 

does, the family pays for.  Uh.  And uh, I uh, all of the, all of the life.  All of the life 

insurance money was actually given to the kids.   



Project Rebirth:  Nick Chirls – 09.11.04  – Tape # 1 of 4     J Whitaker, Prod.     Page 37 of 46  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 
 

03.30.30 And uh, at the time, you know, I didn't want it, and I didn't need it, and so I just gave the 

money to my father, basically.  Uh, and Cindy and Dylan couldn’t accept it anyway 'cos they 

were too young.  Uh, so I guess I don’t know, when they’re 20-something they can, they 

have the opportunity to take it if they want.  Uh, uh.  But so like in this last like couple of 

months, when like the victims’ compensation was settled, uh, I have this, you know, had that 

same decision to make, whether to sign it over to my father or to accept it.   

03.31.06 Uh, my portion of you know, whatever the settlement was.  And uh, so I decided to accept it.  

Which was like, I feel, I feel like, I feel like not right about it.  Accepting that money.  But 

uh, I don't really have a choice.  (LAUGHS)  

03.31.28 You know?  So uh.   

 

 JW :  Why don't you feel right?  

 

03.31.33 NICK CHIRLS :  'Cos I don't feel like it’s my money, you know?  I don't even, I, I don't even 

feel like, the life insurance I feel more like, you know, that’s money that like my mother like 

worked her life for. You know?  And like she would have wanted her kids to have it and like 

you know, one day her kids will have it and like that’s, I feel more right about it.   

03.31.56 The victims’ compensation uh, like as much as I think the families deserve it, because the 

government fucked up, and the government in any like wrongful death case like the 

government I believe should be committed to, not the government should have been the 

airlines in this case.  But whatever, the government should, should be committed to paying 

lost wages.  So I feel like, I feel like the families still deserve it, but like I, I feel at the same 

time like that money shouldn’t exist, you know?   

03.32.29 That money exists because my mom was you know, murdered in a terrorist attack, you 

know?  So every time I use that money, it’s kind of like shit. Like, you know, you know what 

I mean? It feels like dirty money to me.  Bloody money. It’s bloody money.  So.  You know?  

But uh, you know?   

03.33.00 So.  That’s that.  It’s just kind of uh, I don't know. It’s also just weird because like my family 

are, like the way my family used to work was that like,  money was never discussed in my 

family, ever.  Uh.  You know?  Because like, which is great, because like I, you know, I 
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don’t think me or my sister or my brother like, you know, like we had a lot of money and like 

I don't think we ever like, I didn't even really know it.   

03.33.31 You know?  I mean, I knew that we lived in a great house and you know, we weren’t in the 

poor (LAUGHS) house. But like, you know, like my mom made a lot of money.  Like an 

absurd amount of money that I like I never knew.  And like I think it was great ''cos, you 

know, my, my, my sister and my brother and I, we didn't grow up like spoiled brats, you 

know?  Like we, you know?  Grew up like anyone else.  Uh, and uh, I think that’s great.  So 

we never discussed money, and the kids were always expected to you know, work their ass 

off and make it on their own, just as my, my mother and father did. 

03.34.06 Even though my father didn't you know, my father wasn’t nearly as successful as my mother.  

But uh, that’s what it was always expected of us.  So it’s just, it’s weird now to, you know, 

'cos I feel like I’m still you know, I’m only 19.  So I feel like you know, again, like just 

talking about money is weird because I feel like I shouldn’t be doing it.   

03.34.30 You know?  Because I feel like my mother should still be around and I shouldn’t have to 

worry about money or like talking about it or anything, you know what I mean?  So, again 

that’s just another like area in which I’ve like grown up and like have to learn. You know it’s 

weird.  Like I applied for a credit card the other day.  You know?  It’s just weird. I’ve never 

done that. It’s not something I expected to do now.  You know?   

03.34.56 I have to pay my phone bill and like it’s just stuff like that it’s like and I’m learning a lot. I’m 

learning how to handle money, but at the same time, it’s just like it’s something I shouldn’t 

be have to be like have to be learning right now.  Uh.  So.   

 

 JW :  How is your girlfriend? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS :  Are you referring to Nicola? 

 

 JW :  I think?   

 

 NICK CHIRLS :  (LAUGHS) Oh. She’s not my girlfriend. But uh. 

 

 (SIMULTANEOUS CONVERSATION)  
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03.35.26 NICK CHIRLS :  I have dated, I’ve dated Nicola.  (~JW~)  On and off for you know, six 

years.  And uh, more than anything, she’s like, she’s a best friend, you know?  Along with 

like Kate and Alex, you know?  They are like my 3 best friends.  And uh, you know?  She is 

like, you know, they are all like home to me, you know?   

03.35.59 And they’re all unbelievably comforting and I can talk to them about anything, and they can 

all talk to me about anything.  Uh.  You know? So they’re all wonderful. And uh, they were 

all, you know, there for me during September 11th.  And uh, you know, they’re my 3 best 

friends. And uh, you know, Nicola’s a little more volatile because there’s like a romantic side 

to that.   

03.36.30 But uh, but yeah. I mean, she’s the same. She’s in London this semester uh, acting.  But uh, I 

don't know. They’re all great.  Very, very lucky to have all of them.   

 

 JW :  And Nicola is different?  Is she more special to you? 

 

03.36.56 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, she’s just special in a different way. (~JW~)  'Cos there’s a romantic 

aspect to that. (~JW~)  Uh.  Yeah, I mean, she’s very special.  You know, I mean, again it’s, 

it’s sad that like, it’s just easy with her, you know?  Because you know, she knew my mother, 

and my mother really liked her.  My mother loved her. You know?  Uh.  And uh, you know, 

again, like whoever I marry one day, you know, odds are is that that person you know, will 

have never met my mother.   

03.37.34 And that’s just like it’s something that’s so sad to me, you know?  And Nicola was there at 

an extremely like pivotal moment in my life. And like, like stepped up to the plate, you 

know, and was like unbelievable for me.  Uh.  And so she feels like home.  You know?  And 

we were like, we’re all over the place, you know, like we fight a lot.  And but like at the end 

of the day like she’s like home.  

03.38.01 And who knows what will happen, but.  You know?  I love her. I love Alex, I love Kate. Uh, 

those are like my, those are like my new family.  They are my family, along with Dylan and 

Cindy.  You know?  So.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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03.38.58 NICK CHIRLS :  And honestly she’d be like, she’s be, she’s really talented. Smart girl.  But 

uh, and it’s just cool because like she’s actually like uh. I feel like I’m somewhat (?) like not 

that creative.   

 

 JW :  I beg to differ. 

 

 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, well, I don’t know. 

 

 JW :  I have a different theory.  

 

03.39.23 NICK CHIRLS :  (LAUGHS) Uh, but uh, yeah, she’s like, she’s like, it’s like a (?) because 

like she’s, she’s like this very creative person and, you know?  It’s nice to have that, you 

know?  Kate and Alex are more like, like more technical like I am. But uh, uh, I don't know. 

They’re all great. 

 

 JW :  What about your writing? 

 

03.39.48 NICK CHIRLS :  My writing’s uh, it’s like you know, I, I write in like spurts, you know?  

Like I’ll go like for a few months and I won’t (?) write a thing and then like go for a few 

months where I’ll just like, for some reason like everything I think I just want to get down on 

paper.   

03.40.02 And uh, I’m actually taking uh, my only class that I’m excited about this semester is uh, like 

an advanced uh, writing class.  English class.  And uh, I’m just excited about it. It’s just 5 

essays.  That’s it.  You know?  And uh, you go and you get them critiqued and work-shopped 

and I’m excited to, 'cos I haven’t uh, you know, I haven’t had any of my writing you know, 

like ripped apart in like a year.  

03.40.36 You know, but it’s exciting 'cos like every time it’s ripped apart like you just get just like so 

much better, you know?  So I’m (?) really excited about that class. 

 

 JW :  If you knew you would make a lot of money writing, would you do that? 
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03.40.54 NICK CHIRLS :  No.  I mean, I, I like, I like Wall Street’s like so exciting to me.  You 

know?  So exciting.  You know?  'Cos there's like, just (?) as I love taking risks and like I 

love like people.  You know?  I love dealing with people. You know?  Writing is like you’re 

kind of there by yourself, like you know?  I love dealing with people, I love like excitement.  

I love like being on your toes.  Like I love being competitive, you know?  I play squash, you 

know?  Like I’m, like I want to go out there and I want to like win, you know?   

03.41.28 Like and I feel like that’s Wall Street’s like the place to do that.  Uh.  So I want to do it, but I 

also realize that it’s something that like I don’t want to dedicate my life to.  You know?  Uh, 

I’d love to write, but I’d love to, you know, I’m sure I’ll find other things in the next years 

that like I want to do other things, you know, with.  So.  I’d love to play squash for a couple 

of years. 

 

 JW :  Really? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah. I mean, I’d love to. 

 

 JW :  How’s that going? 

 

03.41.58 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, it’s good.  It’s good. We uh, we finished, well, we finished 3rd last 

year.  Uh, and uh, we had like a real, real chance to win it this year.  We got a couple like 

new guys who are real good, so.  We’ll see.  I’m excited, I’m excited for it, though. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)   

 

 JW :  When you think of the year and I say to you, what were the ups and downs, what are 

the pops? 

 

03.42.46 NICK CHIRLS :  Big ups? (~JW~)  Uh.  I don’t know.  So much happened (LAUGHS).  

Making (?) great friends at school.  Uh.   
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03.43.03 Made some really, really good friends, that I really, really like.  Uh. Having fun at school, 

you know?  Like, just not, not, I mean, for good or for bad, I’m not like, I don’t worry about 

you know, I don't worry about grades, really, nearly as much as I did in high school.  And uh, 

I feel that instead of, instead of, you know, where I lost in grades, I didn't get bad grades, but 

where I slightly lost in grades, I, you know, made a billion friends, you know?  I met like just 

a billion people, you know?   

03.43.43 And uh, that was great. You know?  'Cos like you kind of get like in high school, you kind of 

get like stuck, you know?  You know, by the end like you know like the same people, you 

know?  And like, it’s just like it’s so refreshing you know, to go to school and like meet new 

people. You also meet new people every day.  You know, it doesn’t end.  You know?   

03.44.03 After the first year.  Uh, so that’s been great.  Uh.  The squash team is like family to me.  Uh, 

the coach is like a father to me, practically.  Uh, that’s been amazing.  Uh.  I had some great 

squash matches (LAUGHS) you know?  Uh, I’m trying to think what else.   

 

 JW :  Any memories seared in your head? 

 

03.44.40 NICK CHIRLS :  (~JW~)  Lot of drunken moments (LAUGHS).  Lot of uh, lot of, I partied a 

lot, partied a good deal.  Uh. 

 

 JW :  You don't have (the thing?)  

 

03.45.00 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, that was quite an experience.  Uh.  I don't know. I don't know why 

I’m at a loss here (~JW~)   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  What about the downs? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS :  Yeah, we talked about the downs, I feel like.  Uh. 

 

 JW :  How was your mom’s birthday this year? 
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03.46.29 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh.  Well.  Actually.  Uh, this year, my mom’s birthday, my uncle got 

married on my mom’s (?) birthday.  My mom’s brother got married on uh, my mom’s 

birthday.  He got married to a (LAUGHS) to a uh, more or less mail order bride from 

Thailand, which is uh, I don't, fucking weird (LAUGHS).  But uh, it’s been fun. I mean, if 

anyone’s gonna do it, he’s the person to do it.  I mean, he, he’s nuts, you know?   

03.46.06 But uh, I’ve become very, very close with him also over the last couple of years, very, very 

close with him. And he’s been very, very important to me.  Because uh, you know, he has my 

mom’s genes.  I mean, the same, they’re brother. And he’s like the closest person to my 

mom, still alive.  Uh, my mother’s mother died, I don’t know if you know that, which was a 

big deal. 

 

 JW :  When did that happen? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS :  Uh, midway through, through my college year.  (?) my last year. 

 

 JW :  What was that like? 

 

03.46.31 NICK CHIRLS :  It was really sad.  Uh, very, very sad.  Uh. It almost feels like, just like a 

blur to me, I felt like I was like almost not even there. You know, like it was just numb.  Uh.  

Yeah, I mean, a part of it felt like it was like losing my mother again.  It was very, very sad.  

But at the same time, she was old and, and she, it was certainly her time.  Uh.  But uh, yeah, 

so I feel like my, my uncle is like the closest thing that I have to my mother that’s still alive, 

you know?   

03.47.06 I mean, they have a lot of like they have the same facial expressions and they have like, like, 

you know, my uncle has Turrets.  My (STUMBLE) mother actually, my mother had slight 

Turrets. Like she would probably never admit to it.  But like uh, you know, they have certain 

tics that are the same, and it’s just, you know, it’s just, they have certain mannerisms that tare 

exactly the same. It’s just very nice to be around him, and he’s a great guy.  Uh.   

03.47.32 But he’s older now.  He’s almost 60.  And he was lonely.  Uh, and uh, it was funny 'cos 

actually my mom’s idea a few years ago.  Uh, my uncle was talking to her and she’s like you 
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know, I can’t find anyone. I’m lonely. And my mom was just like fuck it. Like, go to 

Thailand, you know?  Find someone. Like just screw it, you know?  Who cares?  Just go find 

someone and like, if you think they can make you happy, just do it.  Just go for it, try it out, 

you know? (LAUGHS)  

03.48.04 What’s the worst that can happen, so you get divorced?  You know, like whatever. At least 

you tried. So he did it.  You know, so like it was weird. So like apparently like he went to 

Thailand, and like dated all these women for like a couple of months there, and like at the 

end (LAUGHS) like chose one.  And uh, (LAUGHS) it’s very odd.  I mean, it’s something 

he would do.  Uh.  And uh, so he got married to this woman on (?) my mom’s birthday.   

03.48.31 Uh.  And (?) his reasoning is that you know, he wanted to make this incredibly sad day into 

you know, something that’s very happy, too.  And uh, it (?) was really, really nice. It was 

really nice.  So.  So my mother’s birthday wasn’t all that bad this year, actually.  Uh. 

 

 JW :  Anything we haven’t talked about? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.49.01 END OF TAPE #  3 of 4  

 

TAPE # 4 of 4 
Nick Chirls 
09.11.04 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
04.00.17 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  What will you be doing in 10 years? 
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04.00.17 NICK CHIRLS :  I’ll be almost 30.  (LAUGHS) Wow.  Uh, I don't know, maybe working at 

Cantor.  Maybe working at Cantor.   

04.00.31 Maybe running Cantor (LAUGHS).  Uh.  I don't know, you know?  Maybe married.  I don't 

know, it’s crazy.  Ten years.  Crazy thing is that in ten years, I’ll be you know, possibly 

married, possibly have children, you know?  Well into you know, possibly my career.  And 

my brother will just be going to college, you know?  Which is nuts.   

04.00.59 But uh.  I’m excited.  I’m excited for all of those things. And uh. 

 

 JW :  You seem happy? 

 

04.01.14 NICK CHIRLS :  I think I am happy. I really do. I think I am happy.  You know?  Good days 

and bad days, but I think I have more good, much more, many more good days than bad 

days, so. 

 

 JW :  How would you describe this year in a word or two, and in general? 

 

04.01.39 NICK CHIRLS :  In general?  I’ve grown up.  You know?  Grown up.  Official, it’s official 

(LAUGHS) you know?  Uh, in terms of the healing process, I’ve been forced to grow up.  

Uh.   

04.02.03 But at the same time, I feel that I’m, I’ve chose, I chose to heal the way that I know that I 

need to heal.  (LAUGHS) (?) makes any sense.  You know?  I’ve like made a choice that uh, 

you know, I’m gonna heal how I need to heal. 

 

 JW :  How do you see that? 

 

04.02.21 NICK CHIRLS :  How do I see that?  I see that as uh, as it being a long experience. It’s a 

long uh, you know, process. And uh, and, and something that, that needs to be talked about, 

you know?  With family and friends and, and something that absolutely, you know, cannot be 

forgotten.  Uh.  And it just, it takes time. You know? And certain parts I think it’ll get easier, 

and certain parts won’t, you know?   
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04.02.58 So I will always, always miss my mother, always.  And uh, I think for me, I think for me I’ve 

realized that the healing process is, is a lifetime experience, I think, you know?  It’s 

something that will last my lifetime. Uh.  Which is not necessarily bad. Which is something, 

you know, which is great, because I, you know, I will always remember my mother. I will 

always miss my mother, and I’ll always keep her around for those reasons, you know?    

04.03.37 So that’s it, I guess. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.08.49 END OF TAPE #  4 of 4 
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