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01.00.00 PICTURE UP 

 
 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  You were going back to school last year;  how was your year? 

 

01.02.24 NICK CHURLS :  Wow, the whole year. It was uh.  It was good. (~JW~) It was (LAUGHS) 

good, yeah. Uh.  Clearly you know, a lot, a lot different than freshman year, you know, kind 

of used to all the little things, and I know where to you know, how to get to class, and you 

know, things like that. But uh, god, I don't know. 

 

 JW :  How was squash? 

 

02.57 NICK CHURLS :  Squash was good. Very good. Uh.  We (?) we were a little uh, finished 4th 

in the end, which was actually a bit disappointing. But uh, I made All-American which was a 

first for me.  And (~JW~)  

 

 JW :  What happens when you make All-American? 

 

01.03.24 NICK CHURLS :  It’s just like a nice honor. Basically the top uh, the top 20 uh, the top 18, 

actually. In uh, college squash.  Make All-American, so it was uh, just a nice honor, 

basically. 

 

 JW :  It’s really nice? 

 

01.03.45 NICK CHURLS :  Uh, and uh, yeah, we had a, you know, we had some problems with our, 

our captain not really showing up.  He uh, uh, he likes smoking marijuana a lot (LAUGHS)  
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01.04.01 So he uh, he missed a lot of practices, and our, our uh, coach was a bit of a drunk.  So it was 

(LAUGHS) kind of a mess, our leadership was kind of a mess, which was basically what, 

why we didn't finish so well. But uh. 

 

 JW :  Was it the same coach as before? 

 

01.04.18 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah. He’s awesome, he just kind of got out of control a little bit last 

year. But he’s uh, he’s clean now. He’s like stopped drinking completely and he’s like a 

completely different guy, which is awesome.  

01.04.31 But I think this year’s gonna be really good. We got a really good captain. So. 

 

 JW :  A new captain? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  New captain, definitely. Uh, so yeah, this year’s gonna be really, really 

good, I think, probably be playing two, which is pretty big. 

 

 JW :  What? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  Two. 

 

 JW :    Meaning? 

 

 01.04.57 NICK CHURLS :  Number two on the team.  Behind uh, our captain, who’s actually the best 

uh, the best player in the United States.  Out of anyone. So he’s really good (LAUGHS). 

He’s really, really good.  Uh, so I mean, I’ll be getting like tougher matches this year. But uh, 

it’ll be good competition will be good, so.  It was a wild year last year. 

 

 JW :  What was wild about it? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  I mean, this, this uh, the being on the squash team. 
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 JW :  Because? 

 

01.05.34 NICK CHURLS :  Uh.  Well, here’s a good story. Uh, we lost to Harvard, which was like the 

biggest match of the year for us. Uh, it was like for the, you know, Ivy League title. Uh, so 

everyone was really upset, and we played Amherst two days later, on Monday, and uh, we’re 

driving, we’re like driving the bus there.  

01.05.58 And uh, we have like a bunch of uh, we’ve like a bunch of uh, like liquor on the bus for like 

after the match on the way back. And uh, we’re like all just really uh, kind of like down 

about our loss. Uh, so (LAUGHS) I forget who it was, maybe it was our captain, was like 

you know, let’s just uh, let’s just start drinking now. So we uh, we got pretty wasted. Uh, on 

the way to Amherst. And played our match against Amherst just drunk, everyone was drunk.  

01.06.33 We won (LAUGHS). So.  That was uh, it was an interesting day. Very, very disrespectful. 

But uh. That’s, that was kind of our year in a nutshell. But uh, it was fun. But we didn't do 

very well (LAUGHS). So.  Hopefully this year will be different.  

01.06.59 I think it will be. But that’s squash.  Uh. God, there’s so much I can’t even remember all of 

last year. 

 

 JW :  How is staying on the school track? 

 

01.07.32 NICK CHURLS :  Uh.  I don't think I enjoyed my classes that much last year, to be honest. 

Uh, I don't know why.  I just didn’t really like I kind of.  I just (?) it’s (?) really hard to get 

into uh, kind of like more interesting classes as like a freshman or sophomore.   

01.07.58 Uh, though Yale may claim it’s not. Uh, so I was kind of still stuck in like, you know, your 

typical like, you know, intermediate macro-economics like stuff like that. That's just you 

know, that’s like stuff that you need to know, you know, for like the high level stuff. But it’s 

still kind of just, just boring (LAUGHS). You know?  So uh, this year actually I’m really 

excited about my classes, really excited about my classes (~JW~)  

 

 JW :  What are you taking? 
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01.08.35 NICK CHURLS :  Uh, well, I (?) I have an Econ major but uh, I find (LAUGHS) that I’m 

more interested in the classes that aren’t economics. But uh, I’m taking uh, uh, this may not 

sound (LAUGHS) interesting, but I’m taking anti-trust law (LAUGHS).  Uh, which I don't 

know.  

01.09.01 It’s really interesting professor, I think. I’m interested in it. Uh. 

 

 JW :  Why are you laughing? 

 

01.09.07 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, because it sounds like such a boring, you know, sound like such a 

boring topic, but. (~JW~) it’s actually kind of interesting. (~JW~) Uh.  It interests me 

because there’s just a, there’s a (?) it’s very like ethics-based, you know, and how like the 

government or, or other institutions figures out whether or not companies are acting 

(LAUGHS) anti-competitively.   

01.09.35 Doesn’t sound very interesting, but there is like there it’s very (?) much based in like uh, you 

know, (?) economics, you know, the ethics of economics. And you know, the (?) ethics of 

competition and when competition is unfair or fair.  Uh, but then I’m also taking, taking a 

class called uh, uh, Security and National Intelligence, taught by a guy who uh, just got out 

of the CIA.  

01.10.05 Worked for the CIA his whole life. He’s written like a bunch of like best-selling books. 

(~JW~) Locke Johnson is his name. Uh. Just really, really interesting guy. Really, really glad 

I got into his class. Uh, and uh, he’s actually very well-known for uh, uh, for studying uh, 

kind of the ethics of accountability.  

01.10.34 Uh, of uh, governments and, and, you know, other individual institutions which is pretty 

relevant (LAUGHS) you know, considering. Uh, you know, the accountability questions of 

the government on September 11th, which he’s done a lot of research on, which I’m really, 

really interested in working with him.  

01.10.59 Uh, so I think that’ll be a really, really interesting class. Uh. 

 

 JW :  Do you think he’ll talk about that issue? 
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01.11.07 NICK CHURLS :  (?) I think that will be like one of the central issues of the class. His uh, 

the accountability of the US government after September 11th. So. It’s an issue pretty close to 

my heart, which, which quite frankly I don't know enough about, you know?  Uh, I still 

haven’t read the 9-11 commission. Have you? 

 

 JW :  I’ve read some of it. 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  I mean, I should. 

 

 JW :  I read some of it, it’s not the case any more, but our company was asked to produce an 

account of it, and we’re not going to be doing it. It’s pretty intense. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  One of the vivid things was us talking about your detective work, making a video of the 

day? 

 

01.12.43 NICK CHURLS :  Definitely, I mean, that’s what they’re trying to do, really. Uh.  Yeah. I 

mean, I, I have to read it. I have to, I think, I think uh, this guy will be really, this professor 

will be really, really helpful in terms of kind of figuring out stuff that I’ve kind of, should 

have, should have been paying attention to and listening to, but just kind of having that like, 

haven’t had the heart for it, really.   

01.13.10 So.   

 

 JW :  What do you mean? 

 

01.13.14 NICK CHURLS :  I mean, it’s just tough, I mean, it’s tough stuff to read, to really, really it’s 

not fun.  But uh. I mean, there’s like uh, like parts of me just say like you know, it doesn’t 

matter what’s done is done.  
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01.13.36 My mother was killed.  And uh, that’s that.  You know, and I should mourn for her, but you 

know, I shouldn’t be so uh, so intense about what, you know, what the government’s done or 

you know, who’s fault it is, pointing fingers.  

01.14.00 Uh, but I’m just (?) I think a lot of, I’m sure a lot of families are just curious.  You know, 

they wanted to know what. I don't know I think it’s kind of just like a natural, a natural 

tendency to, to want to blame someone (LAUGHS) you know?  And uh, yeah. I just haven’t 

had, I haven’t really had the heart to uh, to read all this stuff.  

01.14.27 But I want to, I’m curious. (~JW~) Really curious. 

 

 JW :  Is it just the way it’s falling in place? 

 

01.14.35 NICK CHURLS :  Both. Both. I think, I think that uh, I’m definitely more, more ready to 

read a lot of the material that I wasn’t before.  But uh, the same time I think this class is like a 

really (?) great opportunity to, to do all those things.  

01.14.56 And to you know, really have someone kind of guide me, you know, hopefully guide me 

through the process in a way. So.  Really excited about (LAUGHS) that class. Uh.  I’m also 

taking The Writing of Verse.  Uh. Which is uh, just also being taught by a pretty famous 

poet.  A guy named J. D. McClatchy.   

01.15.26 I’m really excited about that, too. And (?) I’m nervous about that.  Just 'cos uh, just it’s scary 

(LAUGHS) when someone you know, critiques your writing. But uh. I’m excited. I think. 

(~JW~) it’ll offer me a lot. 

 

 JW :  Poetry’s at another kind of level? 

 

01.15.20 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah. It’s like the best uh, uh, you know, it’s (?) it’s all the best moments 

in one page or one, you know, piece.  So.  Uh.  

 

 JW :  I’ve never been really into poetry. 

 

01.16.13 NICK CHURLS :  I haven’t read that much, either. You know, I’ve always done a lot more 

writing. but I’m starting to read a lot more. But it’s helpful. Who’d you (~JW~)  
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  There was a poem I read about 3 weeks ago, and it was written in the 1840s.  The poem 

is seemingly about a guy going to the ocean and talking about the ocean but it’s actually 

about a guy who’s in the middle of his life who has a family at home and is fretting about 

responsibility.  Short stories are great. 

 

01.17.57 NICK CHURLS :  Short stories are great, too. Short stories are so hard to write. I think, I 

think much harder to write than poetry (~JW~) much, much harder. Oh, yeah, definitely. So. 

 

 JW :  Have you tried? 

 

01.18.12 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, I’ve tried. But I’m uh, I don't like anything (LAUGHS) I write. 

That uh, I’ve never liked any short story I’ve written, so. It’s hard, it’s really hard. It also just 

takes I think a lot more, a lot more planning. Takes a lot more time, for me. At least.  So.  

(~JW~) It’s harder. 

 

 JW :  I asked a guy about writing a short story and he said read Chekhov.  Also a book called 

You’ve Got To Read This Story. It’s all the best short story writers. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  Poetry? 

 

01.19.24 NICK CHURLS :  So that will be a really interesting and difficult class, I think. Challenging.  

So yeah. So it’s gonna be a good semester, I think. School-wise.  So.  And squash-wise. It’s 

gonna be busy. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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01.19.52 NICK CHURLS :  I got a little bit of everything. Which is good.  So.   

 

 JW :  How are you feeling this week? 

 

01.20.05 NICK CHURLS :  Uh, (CLEARS THROAT) uh.  Uh, god.  Well. Uh. You know, my friend 

Patrick? He’s actually one of the guys who was living with me this summer. Uh.   

01.20.29 He uh, his father died like five months ago. Like unexpected heart attack. Uh.  And uh, he 

just found out this week that his, his mother’s about to die of uh, cancer.  So it’s been uh, I 

haven’t even had time really to think about my mother, to be honest. I’ve just been, I’ve kind 

of actually been in the city for most of this week, just with him, just hanging out.  

01.21.00 So. He went to Michigan and then came back. He goes to Michigan.  So he uh, he’s going 

through a really, really tough time.  To say the very least.  Uh.  So just spent a lot of time 

with him, a lot of time with him.   

 

 JW :  How has that been? 

 

01.21.26 NICK CHURLS :  Uh.  I've always been really close, but uh.  I don't know. I just uh, it’s 

been uh, it’s funny, actually, the thing that I realized after, when his father died was uh, was 

that even, even though I’ve, I’ve been through a similar situation, you know, in, in a sense 

that you know, it’s an unexpected death uh, I had no idea how to like, how to deal with him.  

01.22.02 You know? It’s like it’s so funny that like uh, and I guess, I guess I (?) have a much greater 

appreciation of the people that were able to deal with me after, after my mother died, 'cos it’s, 

it’s hard. It’s really hard. I mean, and you know, there’s nothing, there’s no right thing to say. 

You just have to you know, be there, and, and you know, if they want to talk, they can talk. If 

they don’t, don't just, you know?  

01.22.30 And uh, I think I, I think I learned a lot from it. I think I learned a lot from it. But I mean, the 

most, the most important thing is just uh, is just uh, I mean, we have like a really good like 

group of friends, I think, you know, and everyone was just, everyone kind of just like you 

know, (?) it’s really nice uh, in a way like, 'cos whenever there’s a problem, everyone just 

like you know, from all over the place, like migrates back to New York, you know, and uh, 

it’s nice.  
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01.23.07 In that sense. But uh.  It’s been tough, it’s been really tough. I mean, (?) I was already very 

close with him, but I grew very, very close with him this summer. Uh.  And uh, yeah.  

01.23.29 And then this just happened this week. His mother actually had breast cancer over the 

summer. But uh. They caught it very early. The diagnosis was great. Uh.  And uh, they 

thought they got rid of it, and then like last week, she like got really sick and uh, somehow 

you know, it spread, so uh. That’s that.   

 

 JW :  It’s terminal? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah.  Yeah. So.   

 

 JW :  It’s tough? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  It's really tough (LAUGHS) you know, just crazy.  So.  I have been uh, 

kind of yeah, dealing with that. 

 

 JW :  Your experience is so real and connected, you must talk a lot? 

 

01.25.01 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, absolutely, we had a lot of conversations. But uh, you know, I (?) 

don't know, though, I don't know if our conversations were any, any, you know, necessarily 

more meaningful or like uh, then. I mean, we have a really, really close group of friends, you 

know, and you know, my (?) oldest friend, Alex, who you’ve met. They, I mean, Alex and 

Patrick go to school together at Michigan, and they’ve grown extremely close.  

01.25.31 And in a sense, Alex was in the same position as I was, because uh, you know, my mother 

was practically like a mother to Alex. And Alex had been through it, you know, with me, 

and, and if anything, he was much more prepared to deal with Patrick than I was.  Uh, and 

uh, no, I think, I think in, in a lot of ways it just like the whole group of us grew a lot closer 

this summer.  

01.25.59 Also the fact that we all pretty much lived with each other.  Uh.  So.  And I think we’re all, 

yeah. But it, it was (?) I mean, it was.  We had, we had several conversations one-on-one 
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together, and it was uh, it was nice. I mean, uh, you know, very close to him. But (?) I always 

have, really, so. 

 

 JW :  You have always had good friends? 

 

01.26.30 NICK CHURLS :  I’ve always had good friends. Thank god.  So.  But uh, yeah. Now Alex is 

like you know, kind of alone in Michigan, and I don't know. It’s been a mess.  I doubt Patrick 

will go back, for one reason or another. But I (?) don't know. End up at NYU or something 

like that. So. 

 

 JW :  He’ll take the year off? 

 

01.27.03 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah. I don’t know. I just don't, I don't know if he’ll go back to Michigan. 

But, I don't know, that, that’s something he doesn’t really have to think about for a little 

while. So. Yeah, it’s been crazy though, it’s been really crazy. 

 

 JW :  Your friends are more important to you now than ever? 

 

01.27.37 NICK CHURLS :  I mean, they’ve like uh, I mean, they are my family in a lot of ways.  You 

know?  My, my (LAUGHS) my father and that end of the family is uh, I wouldn’t call uh, 

family but by no means uh, functional.  

01.28.00 But not even (?) another (LAUGHS) another level beyond not functional. Uh, but of course 

my sister and brother, I’m extremely close with. You know, and always have been. But uh, 

yeah. I mean, they, they really are my family. You know, Patrick and Alex and Kate. You 

know Kate. I mean, she goes to school with me. Uh.   

01.28.30 Lived with two other guys this summer as well. I’ve grown extremely close with.  Yeah. 

They’re, they’re. They’re (LAUGHS) pretty much everything to me, you know?  So. 

 

 JW :  How’s your dad and step mom? 
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01.28.56 NICK CHURLS :  Uh. It’s the same.  It’s the same. I mean, it’s civil. Uh. Civil.  That’s all I 

can really say. I mean, it’s not anything better than civil. Uh, I mean, we always get along 

better when I don't live at home.  Uh, I don't live at home anymore. Uh.  I’m also not 

financially dependent on him anymore.  

01.29.31 Uh.  Which is kind of, I think, been good for both of us.  Uh.   

 

 JW :  Is that new? 

 

01.29.43 NICK CHURLS :  Not entirely.  About a year.  Uh.  It, I mean, it’s still, it’s still really tough 

to go home. Every once in a while I’ll go home and have dinner.  You know, a night like 

tonight where it’s just one night, you know, I’ll sleep over at home.   

01.30.03 But uh, I’m definitely I think uh, I feel like an intruder. I think I’m viewed as an intruder 

from my father’s standpoint, and especially, you know, my father’s wife.  Uh.  Just don't get 

along (LAUGHS). You know, I mean, I had uh. It's my sister’s birthday about a week ago, 

and you know, we all go out to dinner, and this is basically you know, we’re at the dinner 

table, and it’s my brother and sister, and you know, me in the middle and then my father and 

uh, his wife, Bobbie.  

01.30.48 And you know, they’ll be like little things, like it’s, it’s like my sister’s birthday you know, 

and uh, what happened, I forget what happened. It’s my sister’s birthday. She uh.  

01.31.09 I don't know, she was talking about some like uh, you know, some like movie star that she 

had like a crush on or something. And you know, my (?) step mother said something like uh, 

don't be, you know, don't be so silly or something like that, you know, and I go, I you know, 

and (?) I said something like hey, you know, like you know, it’s her birthday she can do 

whatever she wants or something like that.  

01.31.37 You know, like lightheartedly but, but at the same time like kind of serious. Like dude, shut, 

shut up, it’s her, you know, it’s her fucking birthday, you know? And it’s just, it’s just little 

things like that. Like little tensions like that that are very uh, that basically just are very 

indicative of, of our relationship. You know, it’s just uh, I mean, there are no (?) big fights. 

You know, it’s not like we like you know, see each other and like curse each other out.  

01.32.09 It’s civil. But it’s like there’s definitely a certain like coldness to it.  And uh, I mean, every 

time I’m around my brother and sister, I feel like I have to kind of like stand up for them.  
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You know?  And certainly on their (?) and I mean, and I, I mean, I can see why they view me 

as an intruder, you know, because there’s no question as to whose side I’m on.   

01.32.33 You know?   

 

 JW :  What do you mean? 

 

01.32.37 NICK CHURLS :  I mean, if, I mean, I’m gonna stand up for my brother and sister, you 

know? I mean, I’m, I’m on (LAUGHS) their side. You know?  And 'cos they, I mean, my, 

my father and Bobbie are pretty, are pretty harsh on them. 

 

 JW :  With your siblings? 

 

01.32.58 NICK CHURLS :  My brother, I mean, my brother’s a bit of a wild man, so like he needs a 

bit, I think maybe, some discipline. My sister, I don't know, they’re tough on her sometimes.  

And my mother used to be, you know, the one to protect us.  So.   

 

 JW :  It’s always been an us-versus-them in your family? 

 

01.33.33 NICK CHURLS :  I think so. I think it always (LAUGHS) it’s always been a little bit of my 

father versus us. And uh, my mother was uh, incredibly, incredibly talented in the way she 

could uh, deal with the situations, diffuse the situations, you know, and turn them into 

something non-hostile and positive.   

01.34.01 Uh.  So it’s tougher now.   

 

 JW :  Are you home often?  

 

01.34.13 NICK CHURLS :  Uh.  Not often. Not as often as I should. But uh, I’ve been home a lot this 

past week because of Patrick. But uh, I usually don't, I usually don't. I mean, I’m home. I 

mean, you know.  

01.34.30 There isn’t, we get long vacations.  You know?  Thanksgiving’s ten days, and, you know.  

Winter vacation’s like a month, you know, so I’m home.  Here and there.  But.  (?)  
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 JW :  What about the gambling and the job at Cantor?  

 

01.35.24 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, I mean, it’s basically like, yeah it is, it’s just gambling for a living 

(LAUGHS).  Which is fun. 

 

 JW :  Why did you take a break from Cantor, or is break the right word? 

 

01.35.41 NICK CHURLS :  No, break.  Uh, maybe, I don't know. I mean, uh.  I mean, you know, next 

summer or this, yeah next summer (LAUGHS) after my junior year (COUGHS) (STOPS) 

Uh.   

01.36.04 You know, if I want to like do something on Wall Street that’s like this summer to kind of 

that’s like the big summer, you know, the big internship summer uh, so.  I figure like this was 

basically my last summer to do other things.  So uh, that’s what I did.   

01.36.31 And it was great (LAUGHS). It as great. I mean, I went to Israel for three weeks, which was 

uh, pretty awesome. Uh, but otherwise I just kind of hung out. 

 

 JW :  What about Israel? 

 

01.36.50 NICK CHURLS :  It was so cool. Like uh. God. It was just such a, it’s a really, really 

awesome, awesome country. And not even, I mean, I’m not religious at all.  And uh, I don't 

intend (LAUGHS) to be anytime soon. But uh, it’s just a, it’s like a really, it’s just, I can’t 

even describe it. It’s a spiritual place. It really is, you know?  Uh.  I mean, everyone, 

everyone should go there before they die, you know?   

01.37.30 No matter what religion. I mean, it’s just like so, like the history there is so deep.  Uh.  You 

know, like I mean, things like you know, we’d wake up in the morning, one morning we (?) 

stood on a rooftop, watched the, you know, the sunrise over you know, over Jerusalem. And 

you know, we looked around us and we realized that like you know, hundred yards to our left 

is the Dome of the Rock, which is you know, the center of the Muslim world.  
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01.38.07 Hundred yards to our right is the western wall, which is the center of the Jewish world and 

you know, fifty yards back of us is where like Jesus was crucified.  So we were like literally 

in the center of like, you know, the three, the three modern, you know, Christian religions.  

01.38.32 And uh.  It was amazing. It just (?) it’s something about it, like you have to, I mean, you 

really have to be there to feel it, you know, and just, just you know, the way people live their 

lives there are so. Everyone feels like, I mean, everyone feels like they’re really like 

accomplishing something there, you know?  Like they’re really. I can’t even (LAUGHS) 

describe it. 

 

 JW :  Accomplishing, like people on Wall Street feel they do? 

 

01.39.07 NICK CHURLS :  They’re accomplishing something, I mean, holy. (~JW~) you know, they 

believe that they’re, I mean,, Israel is the Jewish homeland, and you know, they are, they are 

the you know, the Jewish people there. And they’re, and they’re very aware of that, and 

they’re very proud of it. And uh.  

01.39.31 And they’re (?) they just, I mean, they love you know, Jewish visitors coming and they 

welcome them. It’s like everyone. I mean, they really, really view it as their, as their home. 

You know? Which is just really wonderful. Uh. And just the way they live (?) their lives, 

their daily lives, it’s just so different from the way we live our lives. It’s just so uh.   

01.40.05 It’s, it’s just spiritual. It’s very, they, you know, they live very religious lives and there’s 

something very nice about that. 

 

 JW : Do you have some examples? 

 

01.40.20 NICK CHURLS :  Examples. Uh, guy walking down the street wearing you know, Prada 

shirt and Gucci pants and then you know, you see under his shirt are like the (defelin?), like 

the little uh, the little uh, like uh, pieces of cloth that come, it’s like from a prayer shawl, 

from a Jewish prayer shawl, and he’ll be wearing a yarmulke, and you know, it’s just you 

know, he’s like this hip Israeli guy, but he’s still very aware of his of, of you know, his roots, 

of his religion and it’s just really uh, it’s just kind of inspiring to see. So. 
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 JW :  They’re living out their faith? 

 

01.41.06 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, I mean, they, and (?) they’re, they are, yeah. I mean, they really, 

they really live what they believe in. Which is uh, it’s very, it’s very, very powerful. It’s very 

inspiring, though I, I couldn’t do it (LAUGHS).  So. 

 

 JW :  Do you know that for sure? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah. 

 

 JW :  Why? 

 

01.41.29 NICK CHURLS :  Uh.  'Cos I don't believe in God.  You know?  Uh.  I think it’s for me, for 

me it’s (?) that simple. In a lot of ways I’d like to. I mean, it’s so, it really is, it’s like, it’s so 

simple, but so, it’s really very, really very nice. It’s romantic how they live. But uh.  I just 

couldn’t do it.  

01.41.59 I don't, I don't you know, it’s uh, I can’t believe in a religion that’s based around believing in 

a, in a god. That I don't believe in. 

 

 JW :  Has that always been the case? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  Uh, for as long as I know.  Yeah.  But uh.  It was just a great, great trip. 

It’s a great trip. 

 

 JW :  Do you find it interesting how you were struck by the spiritual nature of it? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah. 

 

 JW :  What’s the in between of that? 
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01.42.41NICK CHURLS :  The in between is I, I just think is, is a great admiration and respect for those 

people who do choose to live that way.  Uh, and well, I understand that I can’t, I just you 

know, I really, really admire everyone in that land.  

01.43.01 Uh. Also, I mean, there’s also just the, you know, the whole terrorism aspect of those people 

that it’s just such a part of their lives. That uh, I think also connects me to them.  Pretty, 

pretty deeply. In the sense that uh, you know, they, they live every day understanding that 

there’s a possibility that if they walk into a mall or uh, go to a night club, that, that they could 

be bombed.  

01.43.45 And uh, it’s incredibly, incredibly scary. But it is, it’s just, it’s (?) the way they live their 

lives, and they understand that it’s, it’s so sad, but you know, at the same time, it, every 

single one of them has really like a great, every Israeli I met had a wonderful appreciation 

for, for life.  Uh.  They all serve in the military.  Uh.   

 

 JW :  Do you admire that? 

 

01.44.26 NICK CHURLS :   I don't know, actually.  I think it’s nice if uh, if you believe in what 

you’re serving for.  But uh.  If you don't, then it’s pretty difficult situation.  Uh.  But uh.   

01.44.59 There was a terrorist attack while I was there, I don't know if you knew that. Like right down 

the block. And that was uh, one of the scarier moments of my life.  (COUGHS) Uh.  We 

actually ate lunch in this mall uh.  That afternoon. 

 

 JW :  Can you describe it? 

 

01.45.28 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah. We were uh, we were actually having dinner, we were having 

dinner down the block uh, from this mall. And uh, we were staying in (Natania?), which is 

uh, kind of a beach town. Uh.  About nine miles from the West Bank. So because it’s so 

close, it’s been uh, it’s been like a frequent target of attacks.  Though not in the last couple of 

years because uh, well, not in the last year or so. You know, in the last year Israel’s been uh, 

really safe.  

01.46.05 Really safe. This was one of the first real suicide attacks in about a year.  Uh. And uh. There 

was also, there was also a very, very tense time when I was there because it was right before 
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uh, they started the disengagement. Out of Gaza.  Uh.  Which was also just really, really 

interesting to be able to talk to uh, talk to the Israelis about that.  

01.46.34 Uh, which has incidentally gone extremely well. Uh, but uh, so we were having dinner.  And 

uh, we didn't, we didn't really, we didn't really hear anything, but we saw, we saw people 

starting to actually run.  Uh.  

01.46.58 And uh. It took, I don't know I guess it took (?) it didn't take long, but it took, you know, ten, 

fifteen seconds for us to kind of realize like what, what was going on. Uh.  And uh, you 

know, we got up and uh, we just kind of started with the crowd, and uh, what was really, 

what really struck me, which was just, which I thought was so amazing, which is I guess very 

similar to uh, to the World Trade Center, was how many people were actually running 

towards the attack.   

01.47.41 To help.  Which was just unbelievable. Literally just maybe you know, just as many people 

were running towards it as away from it.  Uh.  Which was just really, really, really powerful.  

Uh. You know, and we kind of just followed the crowd. 

01.48.00 And it’s (?) so amazing because it, it, it should be something that’s so, so absurd. You know, 

that someone would, you know, kill themselves, but they’re just (?) it’s like they’re almost 

used to it, you know, and they’re almost numb to it.  Uh. 

 

 JW :  Did you feel that the dedication to life you saw made it absurd to believe that someone 

would want to kill themselves? 

 

01.48.45 NICK CHURLS :  You mean someone willing to take their life for it?  Uh, I mean, I think (?) 

it’s inherent in, in uh, you know, the Koran and, and the Torah and the Bible that uh, that 

you’re not allowed to do those things.  

01.49.04 You know, that you’re not allowed to uh, take your own life, let alone others. Uh. And so I 

think (LAUGHS) quite frankly, if, if they are as devout as they claim, then that’s exactly 

what they wouldn’t be doing. But uh, you know that’s not the case.  Uh.  It was, it was very, 

very scary. It was very scary.   

01.49.30 Uh, but.  You know, we went back to our hotel and we were kind of on lockdown 

(LAUGHS) for uh, for a day or so. 
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 JW :  You were in your hotel? 

 

01.49.45 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, just stayed in the hotel and that was it.  Uh.  And uh.  I think 

actually Israel retaliated for the, for that attack.  But uh.  I’m not completely sure. It was very 

scary, though.   

01.50.06 It almost made my experience there like more uh, more real, though.  In a way.  You know? I 

kind of like felt, I kind of like felt firsthand what, you know, the Israelis have to live through 

like you know, every day. It’s a scary way to live. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.50.33 END OF TAPE #  NC 24 

 

TAPE # NC25 
Nick Churls 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
02.01.00 PICTURE UP 

 
 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  Did Israel remind you of 9-11? 

 

02.01.17 NICK CHURLS :  Not entirely because I wasn’t, you know, I, I wasn’t uh, in some ways it 

was more real than 9-11.  Uh.  Because I wasn’t here.  

02.01.29 I was in New Jersey. Uh, and uh it’s weird because I (?) don't know if I’ve ever told you, but 

sorry. I probably have. Is that uh, uh.  It’s how like I’ve kind of fantasized sometimes about 

you know, being at the site when uh, on September 11th.  Uh.  I don't know but I still think 

being closer to my mother or uh, or what.   



Project Rebirth : Nick Charles       Tape #   NC24    JW, Producer  01.02.06     Page 19 of 40 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 

02.02.09 But uh, you know, I wasn’t there. You know, I uh, all, all I could see was watching from a 

television. Whereas in Israel, I was, I mean, I was there, I was, you know, on the block. I 

mean, coming on a completely different scale, you know, but uh.  

02.02.28  Just different. Both incredibly scary (LAUGHS). But different. 

 

 JW :  What’s the fantasy? 

 

02.02.40 NICK CHURLS :  Well, the ultimate fantasy is clearly, you know, being with my mother and 

(LAUGHS) you know, helping her get out.  But uh.  I mean, I guess (LAUGHS) my slightly 

more realistic fantasy is uh, is to have just have been there. Uh.  

02.02.59 And uh, however, maybe traumatic it may have been is to actually  you know, was I guess to 

see it.  Uh, there’s a, there’s a really, really vivid uh, description in uh, in uh, in Howard 

Lutnick’s book, uh, On Top of The World, where he describes uh, he describes running away 

from the towers with one of his friends.  

02.03.30 And how uh, he kind of got behind this car and he actually like felt, you know, felt the, the 

rubble and uh.  And the debris, kind of like just overtake him and like hit him. And uh.  I just 

(?) kind of always wanted to, to uh, to experience that (LAUGHS). For one reason or 

another.   

02.04.01 Uh, I guess just to like feel the force of it.  I mean, I feel it in different ways, but I guess to 

physically feel the force of it, I’ve always kind of had a fantasy about. 

 

 JW :  Make you feel closer? 

 

02.04.27 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, I guess so. I think make me feel closer.  I’ve just, I just felt, you 

know, I felt slightly removed from it, you know, being in New Jersey and not even being 

allowed to go to New York on September 11th. You know, all the bridges and the tunnels and 

everything were closed. Uh.  So. Yeah, I think, I think I mean, I think it’s just that sense of 

you know, on September 11th, I really wanted to be there, you know?  To be downtown, and I 

couldn’t.  I was there the next day, but I still wasn’t, you know, (?) I wasn’t there, I wasn’t 

allowed, you know, to go to the site.  
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02.05.02 Uh.  Yeah.  All I could see was from a television. You know?  Or fantasies, of you know, 

going to the site, looking for my mother.  You know? Things like that.  I guess not being 

removed from it.  

02.05.32 Uh.  You know, 'cos it’s (?) very different now going into the site, and it’s meaningful to go 

there. Uh.  But uh.  It’s different now, I mean, It's not, it’s not the site, it’s not the site filled 

with you know, rubble and, and it’s just you know, it’s just not the same. 

 

 JW :  It’s an odd way to put it, but the feeling that if the rubble was there, there’s a possibility 

of her being alive? 

 

06.06.21 NICK CHURLS :  I definitely think that’s it.  Uh.  But you know, I, not possibility in, in a 

sense that, not possibly that my mother was alive. I didn't, I didn't think that there was uh, 

you know, days later, when the rubble’s still there, I didn't think that possibility, I didn't think 

there was a possibility that my mother was alive, but I still would have liked to be there. You 

know?  In a sense uh, I don't know, closer to her. Whether or not she was alive.   

02.07.07 You know, and I feel like in a lot of ways, when they took away the rubble, they also took 

away her. And you know, I’d go there to, to commemorate, you know, the day and, and you 

know, to, to you know, remember my mother.  

02.07.28 But you know, it just, it isn’t the same. It isn’t the same.  You know, I’m not sure where my 

mother is anymore.  (PAUSE)  So.   

 

 JW :  I feel very much the same way in the sense that my mother’s gone, although this is a 

different circumstance, and I look around for a sign or something.  

 

02.10.09 NICK CHURLS :  Definitely, definitely. I mean, I was just talking you know, physically 

(~JW~) from a physical standpoint, you know? Uh, she doesn’t have a grave. There’s no 

where I can. I mean, Ground Zero’s still that place where I kind of feel physically tied to her. 

Uh.   

02.10.32 But not quite as much and I’m (?) you know, very nervous as to what’s going in there, you 

know, it changes every day, but uh, yeah, but emotionally, I think she is, she’s all over the 
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place, as you said.  Uh. And a lot in other people, you know, a lot in other people. Uh, you 

know, I, I mean, I love.  

02.11.00 I love spending time with my uncle now because he’s just, he’s insane (LAUGHS). But he’s 

just, he is in a lot of ways, you know, my mother. Uh, just a lot of the mannerisms and uh, 

you know, the speech is just uh, you know, I definitely think she’s in other people, which is 

wonderful.  So. Uh.  

02.11.33 Yeah. I just feel uh, you know, especially in the last, in the last uh, couple of weeks that uh 

it’s kind of morbid, but uh, you know, in a lot of ways like uh, I’m (?) only 20 years old, but 

in a lot of ways I just feel like death is, is fucking everywhere, you know?  

02.12.00 And it’s morbid, but uh, I don't know, I don't know (LAUGHS) what the deal is, you know?  

Uh. It’s really scary.  Just really hurting for my, for my buddy. And I don't really know what 

he’s gonna do. So (?) I was pretty close to his mother, or I am pretty close to his mother, 

she’s not dead yet, so.  

02.12.37 It’s also I think I’ve talked to him, you know, since, since he’s found out. I think it’s uh, it’s 

just very and you know, I’m (?) sure you know, you know, it’s uh, there’s no good way to 

die, you know?  

02.13.00 I mean, in, in his case, you know, his father, his father passed away and he didn’t get to say 

goodbye, but at the same time, you know, he didn’t have to see him kind of deteriorate.  You 

know, and, and his mother’s been like a whole different experience, you know, where is he 

gets to say goodbye. Uh. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.13.48 NICK CHURLS :  No, I was just gonna say where, you know, in, in his mother’s case, he 

gets to say goodbye, but uh, I just can’t imagine how sad it is to have to see her uh, 

deteriorate in the way she is.  

02.14.05 As I’m sure, you know, you had the experience. But uh, it’s so sad, it’s really sad.  So. 

 

 JW :  There is a chance for him to say some things to his mother that you didn't, like the hard 

things?  
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02.15.16 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, no, I mean.  Luckily my, my last memory of my mother is a good 

one. And, and that’s wonderful, but, you know, clearly I would have you know, given 

anything to say, you know, to give her like one last hug, or you know, but uh, there’s still no 

good way. It’s very sad.  

02.15.42 But uh.  So I had all these things, I had a really good summer, which was back to the original 

question. Uh, it was really nice to kind of just uh, do something different, you know, and I 

(STUTTER) didn't do anything (LAUGHS) necessarily.  

02.16.02 But I (?) I mean, I kept busy, you know. I worked out every day and I wrote every day. 

 

 JW :  You did? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, I wrote a lot this summer, I wrote a lot, which is really good, really 

helpful. Uh. 

 

 JW :  What did you write? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  Uh.  Mostly, mostly poetry. (~JW~) poetry, yeah. But uh. 

 

 JW :  What inspired you? 

 

02.16.44 NICK CHURLS :  Uh.  I don't know, I wrote a little bit about everything. Not necessarily uh, 

even uh, uh, you know, I wrote a lot of fictional poetry.  

02.17.00 You know not necessarily stuff that you know, you know. My mother’s dead, oh, you know, 

oh me, you know, like I wrote just about anything. You know, about uh, lived in Brooklyn 

with three buddies, and you know, whatever, whatever came to mind, really. Uh, and I wrote 

a lot, I wrote a lot of my, you know, journals I have and stuff like that, which is where I get 

most of my poetry from in the end.  

02.17.34 You know, like I write in my journal and I kind of like take the best pieces.  And make it into 

a poem kind of, is what I usually do. 

 

 JW :  You would just write in long-hand? 
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02.17.58 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, or an interesting idea uh, that maybe like can flesh out a little bit. 

Uh. Yeah, but that’s pretty much where I get all my ideas from. 

 

 JW :  From yourself? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah (LAUGHS) from the journal. Uh, yeah, so that was interesting. It 

was fun. But, but I you know, I, I like working (LAUGHS). You know? I won’t, I wont mind 

going back to work next summer. Though it may not be at Cantor. 

 

 JW :  What about your path?   

 

02.18.52 NICK CHURLS :  It’s getting closer. 

 

 JW :  Again? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  It’s getting closer. 

 

 JW :  What do you mean? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  I mean, I have to start like (LAUGHS) figuring that out soon, you know?  

In the next year or two. So.   

 

 JW :  How are you feeling about that? 

 

02.19.06 NICK CHURLS :  Uh, I really like Cantor. I really like and it’s a great firm. And uh, it’s a 

firm that’s growing a lot. Uh.  It’s a good place to be. Uh.  But uh. Everyone I’ve kind of 

talked to has told me to uh, to branch out a bit.  

02.19.38 Uh. Not out of the business, but you know, to, to (?) you know, a different firm where I can 

get, you know. I mean, Cantor’s a very small place. You know, compared to, you know, 

Goldman Sachs and JP Morgan and all those places.  Uh.   
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02.20.01 So.  A lot of people have been kind of telling me to see if I can, you know, see if there are 

any other opportunities for me in other places. Which I’m gonna kind of check out. So, but I 

don’t know. I really like Cantor (LAUGHS). You know, I feel very comfortable there, and I 

know everyone. Uh.   

02.20.32 So I don't really know. I definitely want to do, definitely want to do the Wall Street thing 

though for a couple of years, see, see how I like it. I think I like it. It’s gambling (LAUGHS). 

So. But it’s also all about people you know?  it’s, it’s really about, about uh, dealing with 

people.   

02.20.59 Uh, which uh, I think I’m pretty good at and I think uh, I think I enjoy, so.  I think my mother 

would have liked me to try it out, too. You know?  What was your question? 

 

 JW :  What else were you thinking? 

 

02.21.27 NICK CHURLS :  (?) I mean, well, uh.  Cantor actually has a really, really good uh, training 

program.  Uh.  But right now they’re only offering it to uh, to MBA’s, to people out of 

business school. Uh.  So I’m gonna see if I can maybe get around (LAUGHS) that.  Uh. But 

if I can’t, if I can’t, then, then uh, next summer uh, Cantor’s probably not the place to be for 

me.  

02.22.02 You know, because uh, if I can’t get into that training program, I’ll be kind of doing more 

administrative things.  Uh.  Which have been, which have been fine for the last couple of 

summers 'cos uh, you know, for, for a kid right out of high school or after freshman year in 

college, you’re not gonna get much else, and, and luckily my second summer there, I did uh, 

get a lot of time on, on trading floors, which was good.  

02.22.36 But uh, if I don't get into this like real program. I mean, there are real programs at a lot of 

other places for undergraduates, so.  That’ll be uh, I don't know, I guess (LAUGHS) I’ll 

probably write a letter to uh, Mr. Lutnick.   

02.23.01 See what happens.  So.  Probably do that within the next couple of months, so that’ll be kind 

of definitive I think.  In terms of where I’m going in the next couple of years.  And hopefully 

I can get a job somewhere else (LAUGHS) if I don't get a job there.  But.  (~JW~) Yeah, I 

think, I think I’ll be able to, hopefully. 
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 JW :  What about your mom wanting you to go into the business? 

 

02.23.41 NICK CHURLS :  I don't think, she would have wanted me to do whatever made me happy 

is the bottom line. But she really loved, she really loved her job. She really, really did, it was 

really good for her.  Uh, she was just like a complete, she was totally a people person.  

02.23.57 And uh, you know, she went to work every day and, and was on the phone all day.  You 

know, talking and selling and, and yelling and (LAUGHS) you know, I mean, she really, 

really enjoyed her job. She didn't enjoy some of the uh, certain aspects of it, you know, such 

as like you know, the, you know, the, you know, boys’ club aspects, and you know, certain 

things like that.  

02.24.26 But, but she really, you know, she was on the phone all day (LAUGHS) you know, just 

talking to people and, and getting to know people, and, and I think that’s what she was all 

about. And uh, I think just seeing how enthusiastic she was about it, and how enthusiastic. I 

think she really, she really thought that, that I would also, that I would also really enjoy it, I 

think.  Uh.   

02.24.59 And uh, yeah, I mean, in, in so many ways I want to follow in her footsteps, you know, and, 

and try to pick up where she left off in a lot of ways. Uh, so that’s, yeah, that's clearly a big, 

big factor in terms of uh, why I want to go into the business, and, and why I want to be at 

Cantor. Uh. You know? I mean, she’s pretty much (LAUGHS) the whole deal.  

02.25.32 Uh.  Besides the fact that I’m just interested in the business and, and I think I’ll like it just on 

my own. 

 

 JW :  Did she tell you that she’s like it? 

 

02.25.46 NICK CHURLS :  Oh, no, she totally, she totally thought I was like gonna be like uh, really 

good.  At what she did.  If I decided to do what she did. 

 

 JW :  Did she give you a measuring stick for it? 

 

02.26.03 NICK CHURLS :  What do you mean? 
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 JW :  Like running one of these places? 

 

02.26.09 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, I mean, I think, I think she thought that uh, that I would, that if I 

decided to end up going into Wall Street that I would do really, really well. Uh. I think 

because, I think because uh, you know, she thought that, you know, I’m not gonna say 

whether (LAUGHS) or not she was right, but she thought that I had, you know, her kind of 

people skills.  

02.26.32 Uh, and also kind of like the math skills that, that she never had.  Uh.  Which is why she was 

always in sales and not in actually trading. Uh.  Not to say that one is, you know, I mean, 

both are essential to the business. Uh. So yeah, I think.  You know, she couldn’t, you know, 

she couldn’t subtract (LAUGHS) you know, or divide.  

02.27.02 You know, but she was just so personable that she was really, really good at what she did. 

Uh.  So yeah.  (~JW~) I mean, in a lot of, I mean, yeah. It’s just, it was weird. I mean, it was 

weird growing up in, in my household because, uh, it’s not weird, but it’s just you know, I 

grew up watching you know, my mother would come home and uh.  

02.27.32 You know, I, I grew up watching you know, CNBC when I got home (LAUGHS) from 

school, you know?  Uh.  Not to say that my parents didn't have you know, a ton of other 

interests. My mother was a big, you know, poetry fan.  But uh. 

 

 JW :  What did that look like? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.28.04 NICK CHURLS :  Uh.  She wrote it. Uh, not.  It was more she would, yeah, she would give 

me, she would give me poems. Well, there’s this uh, what’s that, you know, have you ever 

heard that poem like uh, Gently close the eyes that weep, breaking hearts be fast asleep.  Let 

the moon heaven stand, guard by the silent land. You know that, you know that?   

02.28.28 Uh, she used to, she used to read me that, and, and one other poem every single night before I 

went to bed. Uh, and I actually this like wonderful thing. Uh, she. One summer when I (?) 

went away for camp. She actually uh, she wrote it down on a piece of paper for me. Uh, so 

that I could like read it before I went to sleep at camp. And uh. For some reason I saved it 
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over the years, and I found it a few months after she died, and so now I have it like framed 

and everything.  

02.29.02 And uh.  It’s probably like one of my favorite things that I have of hers. You know, just 

because it’s, it’s like you know, it’s in her handwriting, and at the end it says like, you know, 

sleep tight Nicholas, like I love you, Mommy or something. Just really, really, really nice. 

Uh. I read at the, actually at the Cantor memorial last, last year. She gave me uh, she gave me 

two poems for uh, for Valentine’s Day.   

02.29.34 Uh. February of, September 2001. And uh, they’re just really, really nice. I actually read 

them at the Cantor memorial. Last year. 

 

 JW :  She wrote them? 

 

02.29.48 NICK CHURLS :  Uh.  She wrote one of them. The other one that she uh, she borrowed. 

(LAUGHS) no, she uh, you know, just gave (?) I forgot who the poet was, but they’re both 

very nice.   

02.30.04 So. I mean, she Wall Street was, was, Wall street, she enjoyed, her family she loved, I think, 

is what I think you can say, so.   

 

 JW :  With the poetry and Wall Street, is there a reaching outwards? 

 

02.30.48 NICK CHURLS :  I think the (?) I don't know about the poetry. 

 

 JW :  I don't think you do know about the poetry, that’s what’s really interesting. 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  I don’t know about the poetry (LAUGHS). 

 

 JW :  I migrated into the arts from econ-major.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  I wondered if you would be going down that creative path, because of your mother? 
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02.32.26 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, I don’t know, I don't know. (~JW~) It may be, it makes sense 

(LAUGHS).  Uh, I don't know. I guess, I guess the Wall Street is just more of what my, my 

mother and I talked about, I guess. Partly because (?) I was, you know, all questions with her. 

You know, I would, you know, quiz the shit out of her (LAUGHS). You know? Uh. And uh.   

02.33.01 She always gave, she always gave me poems, but I was never really interested in poetry until 

uh, I guess a year or two after she died. I would like to go back now and talk to her about it 

(LAUGHS). But uh, you know. Uh. Yeah, I mean, it’s a hard decision. But the way, the way 

I look at it is uh, at least right now the way I look at it is that I’m interested in both.  

02.33.32 And I can write as long as I live, and uh. You know, I can’t, I can’t go get a job on Wall 

Street when I’m 40.  Right? (LAUGHS) Well, I don't know, but that may change.  

02.33.59 It may change. So. 

 

 JW :  I think it’s great you're even talking as if they’re choices. 

 

02.34.13 NICK CHURLS :  And I can do both. I mean, the thing is, is like (~JW~) (STOPS)  There’s a 

really famous poet right now actually who (STOPS) He’s an insurance salesman.   

02.34.34 He sells insurance all day, and then you know, writes these amazing poems. You know 

people have asked him, you know, you’re just like you know, you’re one of the most famous 

you know, poets right now in the US or in the world.  You know, why, why aren’t you doing 

this full time? And he goes, you know, I like my job. I like my job.  

02.34.54 I like going to work every day, selling insurance, you know, and then I like coming home and 

writing poetry. And that's just you know, that’s what works for me.  So.  You know, and I 

think, I think uh, you know, I mean, he clearly you know. It’s possible, it’s possible. So. 

 

 JW :  There’s no doubt it’s possible, but there is this argument as a friend: It may not be as 

easy to be a poet if you’re making a lot of money when you’re 40. 

 

02.35.53 NICK CHURLS :  I, you know what, the thing though is that I don't think I could uh.  I don't 

think I could ever, you know, I don't, I don’t think I could ever just be you know, a poet.  

You know, I think I would be just bored. Just like I don’t think I could ever, you know, I (?) 
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you know, and, I need variety. I need (?) a little bit of this and a little bit of that.  You know?  

And then I need to figure out a way to make that work (LAUGHS). So.   

 

 JW :  I’m totally with you. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.37.13 END OF TAPE #  NC25 

 

TAPE # NC26 
Nick Churls 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
03.01.02 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  What about the summer job? 

 

03.02.35 NICK CHURLS :  I was like uh. Uh.  The gambler (LAUGHS). I made a bunch of money, 

which was good. Uh. 

 

 JW :  How did it come about? 

 

03.02.48 NICK CHURLS :  Uh.  I don't even know. I mean, I had been playing in some of these card 

rooms for a couple of years. (COUGHS) But not regularly.   

03.03.04 Just like uh, you know, once every month or two or something. Uh.  And then you know, 

with the poker explosion, you know, you get a lot uh, you get a lot more fish you know, 

basically.   
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03.03.29 You know, because I go to the card rooms and you know, before poker was on television, 

you know, all these guys are, I mean, all the guys that are there are you know, card players, 

you know, so they’re uh, legit (LAUGHS).  You know, they’re really all, I mean, every 

single one of them is good. Uh, and now you go to a card room and, you know, there are 

good card players, but there are also a lot of people who just don’t have any idea what 

they’re doing. Uh.   

03.04.03 So I started playing more regularly this summer. Uh. Invested in a couple of friends of mine, 

who also did very well, so. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  What do you mean by that? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  Like uh, uh, I banked uh, I bankrolled two of my friends.  Uh. 

 

 JW :  How does it work? 

 

03.04.37 NICK CHURLS :  Where I’m like paying for their buying into a tournament, or like they’re 

buying like cash game, and then I get 50% of what they win (LAUGHS). So.  It’s good for 

both parties.  Uh, and they did pretty well.  So.  Uh.   

03.04.59 Also did it with a buddy that did mostly like sports betting. Uh. So yeah (LAUGHS). It’s an 

interesting way to make money.  Uh. You know, it is (~JW~) what it is. 

 

 JW :  What is a sense of the money? 

 

03.05.17 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, I mean, not (STUTTER) a ton of money.  Like uh.  I probably 

made uh, probably made about 10, 12, $12,000 this summer.  

03.05.39 For doing a pretty minimal amount of work.  So (LAUGHS) But uh, it's I don't know. I (?) 

actually don't, I don't like playing, playing poker, to be honest with you. Uh.  
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03.05.59 It’s just kind of uh, it’s like a combination of being incredibly boring for like 58 minutes, and 

then like incredibly stressful for like two. You know?  And it’s just like uh, it’s not that much 

fun for me, really. So. 

 

 JW :  How does it work that way? 

 

03.06.22 NICK CHURLS :  I mean, I’m pretty, I’m pretty (CLEARS THROAT) I’m a very tight 

player uh, very conservative. So. I’m not playing a lot of hands. You know? Which makes it 

incredibly boring.  And then the hands I’m playing, I’m usually pretty confident I’m gonna 

win, but, you know, it’s still, it’s still stressful (LAUGHS) you know, I mean, a bunch of 

money in a pot. So.  I think that I’m (?) let it rest this summer.  

03.07.00 But uh. I don’t know, it was fun. I’d rather (~JW~) I’d rather go work on Wall Street and 

gamble with someone else’s money, you know, so. 

 

 JW :  What other places have you played in? 

 

03.07.19 NICK CHURLS :  (LAUGHS) They’re pretty cool, actually. Well.  A place that I’d been 

going to for a couple of years uh, was a place that Rounders was based on, have you seen 

Rounders?  Uh. The guys actually who uh, who wrote Rounders uh, are like regulars there. 

Uh, so that’s basically uh. The place.   

03.07.43 Uh, it actually got shut down this summer. Uh.  But uh. It’s just that it’s a cool place. It’s not, 

I mean, it’s not nearly as stingy as they make it out to be in Rounders, you know, it’s pretty 

nice, it’s well-lit, a lot of tables. Uh.  

03.08.01 Beautiful waitresses (LAUGHS). All from like uh, I don't know where, Brazil or wherever. 

Uh, the guy also, I mean, a lot, basically Rounders is based on this place. Uh, you know, 

KGB and Rounders. 

 

 JW :  (?)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 



Project Rebirth : Nick Charles       Tape #   NC24    JW, Producer  01.02.06     Page 32 of 40 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 

03.08.30 NICK CHURLS :  I don't know, it was a cool place. Ed Norton was a regular. Uh.  You 

know?  Uh, but it just, it, it got too, too crazy. And got too uh, it was just nuts. I went there 

the week before it got shut down. And uh, it was insane, it was just packed. You know? Like 

you couldn’t even get on a table, you know?  

03.08.56 Which was uh, bad business for them, you know?   

 

 JW :  You were dealing? 

 

03.09.05 NICK CHURLS :  I was dealing for a little while, too. But that lasted about two or three 

weeks (LAUGHS). (COUGHS) I was dealing for just like some sort of steady income. Uh, 

but uh.  It’s horrible. It’s a horrible job, you know?  You got to be there 'til like 5 in the 

morning, I mean, it’s great money.  

03.09.31 You’re making like $40 an hour, but uh, you know, you’re there until the crack of dawn and 

your whole next day is ruined.  You know, and you’re dealing with, you know, assholes all 

the time. It’s just, it was a bad idea.  But you know, you learn. So.  Yeah. It was fun. It was 

exciting. But uh. That was it. 

 

 JW :  Do you have a point of view of what stage are you in? 

 

03.10.35 NICK CHURLS :  No.  I shouldn’t have said that (~JW~) I don’t think that’s like really 

accurate. I mean, I think that everyone, I don't think it’s like stages (?) I mean, I think like 

everyone has different stages for themselves, you know what I mean? There’s no like, you 

know, there’s no you know, you know, traditional stages that you can, you know, base your 

healing process on, I don't think.  

03.11.06 Uh, but uh, I don't know. I can’t. I mean, I think about my mother every day. I miss her every 

day.  But uh. (PAUSE)   

03.11.28 I.  I (STUMBLE) I’m not living my life with her, with her in the forefront of, you know, of 

every idea I have or every uh, everything I do. Uh.  For better or for worse, I don't know. Uh, 

and it’s been 4 years, I can’t believe it, but it’s been four years. Uh, you know, and I’ve 

learned to live uh, live without her.   
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03.12.05 I still miss her every day, I still think about her every day, but I have, I have learned to live 

without her.  Uh. Yeah, and people, people are at, at different places. You know, I met Mary 

at Yale. Uh, this year. Uh, she was giving a talk, speech.  

03.12.29 And uh, you know, I thought, I thought uh, (COUGHS) I thought I would really enjoy going 

to working for her. But uh, you know, it’s, it’s, those people are, are, they’re still dealing 

with, with September 11th uh, like it’s the day after, every single day.   

03.12.59 Uh, and you know, they got, you know, those, those, those people have to do, you know, 

what makes them feel right, and it’s (?) you know, I respect that. I respect, you know, what 

she’s doing and uh, how she’s doing it. But uh, I just decided it wasn’t for me. You know? I 

can’t, I can’t.   

03.13.27 I can’t have September 11th be like the, the focus of my life, every single day. You know?  

Some days, yeah. Some days, yeah, tomorrow, absolutely. You know?  My mother’s, my 

mother’s birthday, you know, certain days, you know, absolutely. But uh, but, you know, for 

me, it’s a, it’s just not healthy to be, to, for me to live like that. Uh. So I didn't, you know I 

didn't go work for her.  

03.13.58 But uh. That’s where I am.  At the moment. 

 

 JW :  Is there a moment you decided that? 

 

03.14.14 NICK CHURLS :  No. I don't think so. I think it, yeah it just, it just happened, you know, it 

happens.  Uh.  I don't know.  You know, maybe we look back at, you know, all the tapes and 

maybe we’ll be able to kind of figure out where it happened.  

03.14.34 But uh, you know? I don’t think my mother would have wanted me, you know, to, you know, 

to be mourning for her every single day. You know?   

03.14.56 But uh, but again, I think about her every day, you know? And it’s still, and you know, it’s, 

it’s still very, very painful. Like it is you know, and that’s, I mean, I don't know, you know, 

in some ways (?) I want to really think about it, you know, the pain in there is still kind of 

similar to like to what it was the first day. I guess I just think about it less. 

 

 JW :  From watching the tapes, you’re very strong.  Do you cry? 
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03.15.52 NICK CHURLS :  Not as much.  Not as much.   

 

 JW :  At all? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  About my mother? 

 

 JW :  Yeah. I was just curious. 

 

03.16.13 NICK CHURLS :  No.  I don't.  Uh.  I wish I did.  I wish I did.  Uh.   

03.16.32 I don’t know why.  I cry at other, I cry at other things, you know?  I think. I don't know.  You 

know, I feel, I mean, I feel guilty for it, you know? I feel guilty, you know I remember I, I 

cried the first few days after September 11th, and uh. 

03.17.03 And then I didn't cry for months, you know, and I thought to myself like why, what’s going 

on here? Like am I, you know, did I not care about my mother? And uh, for me, for me, 

when I think about my mother I think I, I really internalized the pain; whereas, in other 

places, I think I cry more often where like you know, if my sister does something great.  

03.17.29 You know, if she wins a big squash match or, or uh, you know, you know, the way, you 

know, she treats my brother so kindly, you know, those kind of things I’ll, I’ll see and I’ll 

think about how my mother would have loved to see them.  And then I’ll cry.  Uh. I think 

that’s when I cry about my mother.  

03.17.59 But it’s not, it’s not direct.  You know?  I don't, I don't know why.   

 

 JW :  It’s also joy? 

 

03.08.19 NICK CHURLS :  It is absolutely joy. It’s just, it, it’s joy and (?) it’s just wishing she could 

see it. And how unbelievably happy she would have been. You know?  Like my sister’s 

birthday the other night, you know seeing my sister who’s like you know, really grown up in 

the last few years, you know?  

03.18.34 Just see how much of an adult she is, and how wonderful she is, you know? My mother 

would  have just loved it, just absolutely loved it, you know?  My mother loved to, you 
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know, she was ,my dad always joked that my mother was like the best shopper of all time.  

You know?   

03.18.57 She could spend more money in the littlest amount of time than anyone in the world, you 

know?  She would just go in the store and buy everything.  And not for herself, you know, 

for, just 'cos she wanted everyone to have everything. You know? (LAUGHS) She just 

wanted everyone to be happy. And uh, just she would have loved to take my sister shopping 

for, you know, for a birthday dress or, you know, for this. She just would have spoiled, 

spoiled my sister. Uh. Those kind of things make me, make me really sad. 

 

 JW :  Will there be a time when it will change? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  I don't know.  I don't know.  Uh. 

 

 JW :  Could you be holding it in? 

 

03.19.51 NICK CHURLS :  Maybe.  I mean, I think those, those kind of things will always, will 

always get me, you know? The, you know, seeing (STUMBLE) really just seeing my brother 

and sister do wonderful things and not have, not have my mother there to see them do those 

things. That’ll always be difficult. You know?  Uh, and even things for myself, you know?  

You know, if and when I get married. You know, not having my mother there. You know? If 

I have kids, not having my mother there. Those kind of things is uh, those are the kind of 

things that make me really sad.  Uh. In terms of, you know, directly mourning my mother’s 

death?   

03.20.35 Uh. Doing it externally (LAUGHS). Uh.  I don’t know, maybe.   But it doesn’t really, I don’t 

know, it doesn’t really matter to me anymore. You know, 'cos (?) I know how uh, you know, 

I know how important she was to me, you know?  

03.21.04 And I know how much I loved her, and I know how much she loved me.  (~JW~) you know? 

In a lot of ways, I think crying is for you know, is for other people in a way, you know?  'Cos 

whether or not you cry, you know yourself, you know, how much that person meant to you, 

or how sad you are, you know?   
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03.21.37 Crying just lets other people know it, too. I guess I don't let other people (LAUGHS) know it, 

you know?  So.  But yeah, I think when I cry it’s definitely tears of joy.  Definitely.  There’s 

a lot to be joyful about. You know, my brother and sister are like (awesome?). My sister’s in 

high school. You know?  She’s like, she’s got like three inches on me. She’s like huge 

(LAUGHS).  

03.22.15 It’s really scary, and my mother would have loved it, you know?  'Cos no, my mother was (?) 

I have my mom’s genes. My mother was 5 foot, five feet. My dad’s big. My dad’s six you 

know, six one or six two, he’s a big guy. So I totally have my mom’s genes. And my sister 

has my dad’s genes.   

03.22.36 Uh.  And my mother just would have loved it, you know? 'Cos she’s like, my mother just 

would have loved my sister being like this, you know, tall, elegant.  You know? Girl. She 

would have been totally jealous. Uh.  Yeah. She (LAUGHS) just would have loved it.   

03.22.58 So.  Uh.  My brother is doing well, too, doing really well. So. 

 

 JW :  Anything you’re looking forward to? 

 

03.23.23 NICK CHURLS :  No I’m (?) I’m living in a fraternity. (~JW~) I’m not in it, but I’m living 

in it. (~JW~) Uh.  My best, I mean, the thing is, fraternities at Yale are not uh, they’re not 

like real fraternities, you know, they’re like, they’re pretty, they’re our own like little Ivy 

League pathetic versions of them (LAUGHS). So uh. Uh.  One of my buddies is like the 

president of this fraternity, so he kind of stuck me in, so I’m living there, which uh, it’s been 

interesting so far.   

03.23.58 Uh. It’s been fun. It’s been fun. Uh.  I’m excited for this secret society that I’m in 

(LAUGHS) actually. Uh. Which we’re like a big uh, which are kind of like a big deal at 

Yale. Uh. (~JW~) I don't even, I don't even know (LAUGHS) anything about it. You know?  

We had like uh, I guess I was like you know, chosen. (?)  

03.24.31 I was like chosen last year, and then we’ve had, we’ve had one meeting at the beginning of 

the year. And uh. Yeah, we are gonna start meeting weekly, which is kind of cool. So the 

way it works is that there’s, there’s uh, this, the secret societies at Yale are (?) uh, all of them 

except for mine are uh, they’re only for seniors.   
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03.24.59 Mine (?) this society that I’m in is uh, it’s only for juniors.  Uh. It’s the only one.  So. It’s 

kind of cool (LAUGHS).  Uh.  But I’m only in it for a year.  And (~JW~)  

 

 JW :  You graduate into another one? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  Yeah, probably. So. Uh.  Yeah, it’s kind of cool.   

 

 JW :  Skull and Bones? 

 

03.25.25 NICK CHURLS :  No, that’s one of the senior ones. But uh, I’ve heard that uh, that there are 

a number uh, of members of my society that end up going to Skull and Bones.  So. 

(LAUGHS)  

 

 JW :  Can you tell me next year? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  Uh, (LAUGHS) I don't know. I don't know.  But actually Bush’s daughter 

was in my society two years ago.  And then went and she was in Skull and Bones. 

 

 JW :  You’ve been in before? 

 

03.25.59 NICK CHURLS :  No. (~JW~) She was in it two years ago, when she was (~JW~) yeah, 

when she was a junior. Uh. So yeah it’s kind of cool. It’s kind of cool, actually. Funny uh, 

Kate, my best friend is also, (?) is also in it. So uh, just by, I don't know how it happened. But 

so that’s kind of cool.  It’s very cool.  Brotherhood and trust.   

03.26.30 So. That’s what it’s called. (~JW~) So I’m looking forward to that, looking forward to 

squash. I think my classes are gonna be really cool. It’s gonna be a good year. You know? 

Uh.  I’ll probably be in New York a lot, 'cos Patrick’s gonna be here. Uh, so I think I’m 

gonna be all over the place, very busy.   

03.27.00 But. Exciting. Definitely exciting, and I got to figure out where I’m you know, gonna end up 

next summer.  I start talking to Cantor and I guess other places. 
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  Any dreams? 

 

03.27.51 NICK CHURLS :  No dreams lately. (~JW~) I wish there were, I wish there were. I talked 

actually Patrick had a couple of dreams about his father. And like I’m so jealous.  You know, 

so incredibly jealous. There was actually I don’t know, for some reason there was like a 

month this summer where (?) I was like remember having extremely avid like so like these 

avid dreams, but not with my mother, unfortunately. You know?  

03.28.25 I wish I could control them, but I can’t. So.  I don’t know, everything’s pretty good. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 NICK CHURLS :  That’s it.  I don’t know what else there is. 

 

 JW :  We talked about the future a lot. 

 

03.29.08 NICK CHURLS :  My uncle’s reading the names tomorrow at the site.  Uh. I was thinking 

about bringing actually Kate and Patrick tomorrow. Uh, my dad actually was not gonna go 

tomorrow.  Uh.  For one reason or another. And uh, I was gonna bring Kate and Patrick 

instead.  

03.29.29 'Cos I was actually kind of excited about. It’s just gonna be them and me and, and probably 

my sister.  Uh.  But uh, I guess last minute my dad decided to go. So.  Kate and Pat are out. 

 

 JW :  Why are they out? 

 

03.29.50 NICK CHURLS :  Uh, I, I don’t think he’ll feel entirely comfortable with them there. Uh.  

(~JW~) yeah.  (~JW~) I didn't really discuss it with him, my choice. But uh.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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03.30.45 NICK CHURLS :  My brother uh, my brother adamantly doesn’t want to go this year. 

 

 JW :  How old is he? 

 

 NICK CHURLS :  He’s 9. 

 

 JW :  Is this from a consciousness of what’s going on? 

 

03.31.03 NICK CHURLS :  I think uh, yeah, I mean, I think he’s (?) just been through so much and 

this was a really tough year for him because uh, he switched schools. Uh, you know, he’s sort 

of learning disabilities that we kind of found out about. Uh, so it was a tough year for him. 

And uh, I think he just doesn’t want, just doesn’t want to deal uh, with, with the pain of 

going through it, you know?  

03.31.30 I think it’s that simple. I just don’t think he uh, just don't think he can deal with it. Right now, 

you know? It may change.  But uh, you know, I totally respect that. 

 

 JW :  We talked about him not understanding what’s going on? 

 

03.32.01 NICK CHURLS :  I think he totally understands what’s going on. Uh, but he’s still extremely 

confused in totally different ways.  You know? Uh.  He’s just, uh.   

03.32.27 He just doesn’t know (STUMBLE) he just doesn’t know how uh, how to mourn for a mother 

that he lost, and how to kind of accept a new mother that’s in his home now, and you know, 

how to deal with the fact that he was adopted.  Uh.  You know, just there are just so many 

things that are kind of hitting him from all different angles that is just, you know, for a 9-year 

old, you know, he, he understands what’s going on now.  

03.33.00 But the next step, I think, for him is understanding how, you know, to process all these 

things. You know, and how to kind of let them all come together in a way that uh, in a way 

that he can kind of, you know, be content with.  Which is uh, shit, it’s really hard for a 9-year 

old, you know?  Uh.  So yeah, so he didn't want to go this year.  
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03.33.28 Which is uh, totally understandable. Uh, so it’s just gonna be me and my sister and my dad.  

And then my uncle.  Uh. But I was gonna ask you did you ever uh, do you ever get the 

footage from the Cantor memorial last year? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

  JW :  Will you guys get married? 

 

03.34.46 NICK CHURLS :  Uh, (LAUGHS) I don’t know. Don't say those words. But I don’t know. 

She’s great. But uh, at the moment we’re friends. Whatever that means (LAUGHS).  But uh, 

yeah, she’s gonna be around actually this winter.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.36.58 END OF TAPE NC 26 
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