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01.01.00 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
 

 JW:  How you doing? 

 

01.04.02 NICK CHIRLS:  Okay. Things are okay. (~JW~) Yeah, it’s been a pretty hectic, crazy year, 

actually. I have one more year of school left, which is just terrifying kind of.  

 

 JW:  What’s terrifying about it? 

 

01.04.43 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah, I mean, it’s like, I didn’t think it was gonna be, I mean, in a lot of 

ways, I, like, am ready to be done with college, I think. In a lot of ways. I mean, I love it. I 

love school. But part of me’s like, ready to do other things.  

01.05.13 But I don’t, I want to do like, a lot of things. And I don’t, well, I don’t really know what I 

want to do. So it’s kind of terrifying. (~JW~) The whole, I mean, the whole step of just not 

ever going to school.  

01.05.32 Not going to school anymore, you know? And it’s like, a totally different thing. And not 

having  anyone really there to, to like, tell me it’s gonna be okay, basically. Or like, tell me 

what to do, you know.  

01.05.58 So that’s kind of terrifying. 

 

 JW:  Who does that for you now? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  No one. Who tells me? 

 

 JW:  That it’s going to be okay? 
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 NICK CHIRLS:  No one.  

 

 JW:  So you don’t have that? 

 

01.06.16 NICK CHIRLS: I think that’s what’s so terrifying. (~JW~) You know, I mean, my father is 

very much like, you know, I don’t go to my father for advice, you know.  

01.06.31 So. Uh, so that’s scary. Uh, I mean, I worked for Lehman Brothers this summer. (STOPS)  

 

(OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.06.55 NICK CHIRLS:  Right, well, I mean, that’s the thing. It’s like,  I’ve always like, figured I 

would do the finance thing. Which I want to do. But I don’t know if I want to do it like, now. 

Or, I don't know how long I would want to do it for. I mean, what I was trying to say. I mean, 

and we can go back to more about the job, but you know, I enjoyed it. I enjoyed it. But it’s 

like, really hard work.   

01.07.28 Like, the hours are insane. And I mean, I’d really like to take time off to do something else 

before I start that route. I mean, ideally I’d only want to do that for like, maybe ten years 

anyway. But it’d be nice to take a couple years off before and clear my head, essentially.  

01.8.06 So I don't know.  But there’s no one there to say, basically, like, yeah, do that. Like, take, you 

know, the road slightly less traveled. Or you know, take a, you know, take a chance for a 

couple of years. So, and I don't know what the deal, like, I don't know if, I mean, it’s tough 

because I feel like I’ve worked for the past like, eight years to like, get this job essentially.  

01.08.40 Which I like, have, if I want after college. And to like, let that go to do something else now 

would be like, I don't know. That would be hard to do. So I don't know.  

01.09.05 But I’d like to travel. And I’d like to write. And I’d like to do a lot of things. 

 

 JW:  Like what? 

 

01.09.15 NICK CHIRLS:  I would like to teach in some fashion, whether it’s squash or, there are these 

wonderful squash programs like, urban squash programs that like, essentially like, take 
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groups of kids, and every single day after school, teach them how to play squash and tutor 

them.  

01.09.40 They’ve been running for about ten years now. And they’re wonderful. And they’ve like, 

produced amazing, amazing results. Kids from like, the inner city now going to like, the top 

boarding schools in the country and the top colleges in the country.  

01.09.59 So I’d love to go work for one of those. I’m actually starting one of those this year.  In New 

Haven. With my best friend Kate. So. 

 

 JW:  What’s the program called? 

 

01.10.11 NICK CHIRLS:  There are several of them. In New York, there’s Street Squash and City 

Squash. There’s Squash Busters in, I think, Boston and Chicago. There’s a few that have 

kind of sprouted all around. And the programs in New York now are like, huge programs. 

Like, and what it does, it takes a group of kids starting, like, maybe 20 kids starting in 

seventh grade.  

01.10.36 And it follows them all the way through high school. Unless, a lot of them now are going to 

top boarding schools. So it only follows them for a few years. But Kate and I are starting a 

pilot program this year in New Haven. Squash Haven, we’re calling it. And we’re gonna go 

through the local middle school and start a program that hopefully will be passed on to the 

senior squash players each year to run.  

01.11.10 So that’s our goal. So maybe work with one of those, maybe come back to New Haven and 

like, expand the program that we’re starting. So yeah, I mean, there’s a lot of, and I think 

things will like, come up, you know as I do all these different things, you know.  

01.11.31 Figure out other things that I want to do.  I don't know. There are a lot of things I want to do. 

Politics, law. I don't know. (LAUGHS) Anything. But I feel like taking a year off. And even, 

even just like, doing nothing but traveling and like, seeing the world for like, six months or a 

year. Like, just to clear my head of like, the 22 years of school before I go into the, I do want 

to I mean, I loved my, what I did this summer.  

01.12.06 And I definitely want to do it for however long. But I’d love to take a year or two off. And I 

don't know if that job will be waiting for me in a year or two. But I know it will be after 

college. So it’s a hard decision. So that’s what it’s kind of scary. It’s also scary just, just, you 
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know, like, I have a, like, all my friends are like, in easy, I have easy friendships right now, 

you know.   

01.12.43 I have like, all my friends at school, you know, which is like, a great group. And then I go 

home every vacation or summer. And I have all my friends from high school who I’m still 

extremely close with.  

01.12.59 And all that changes after school, really. You know, if I end up in New York, there will 

obviously be a huge network of people that I know. Including kids from school and high 

school. But I don't know if I want to, I don't know if I, I mean, a part of the plan of not going 

into Lehman Brothers directly after school is to like, not be in New York essentially, for a 

little while. So that wouldn’t be there.  

 

 JW:  What are easy friendships? 

 

01.13.33 NICK CHIRLS:  I mean, good friendships. Good friendships. Really good friendships.  Like, 

spectacular friendships. Like, family. But you know, they’re just, they’re established the way 

they are, you know. And they’re easy.  

01.13.57 Which isn’t necessarily a bad thing. It’s a good thing, I think. It’s just not gonna be there if I 

decide to do something completely different. 

 

INTERVIEWER :  I had an opportunity and went abroad. 

 

(OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.14.19 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah, and I wish I went aboard. I wish so much that I went aboard. But 

because squash is a winter sport and it’s in both semesters, I never had that opportunity. 

(STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 INTERVIEWER :  I have had easy friendships that stayed with me. 
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01.14.59 NICK CHIRLS:  Well, yeah, I mean, look at Kate. Kate’s my best friend since I was zero. 

And like, I go to college with her. You know, it’s like, easy. It’s like, the easiest friendship in 

the world, you know. So, no  I would like to challenge myself, you know. And visit people 

here and there hopefully that, you know, I’ve got contacts all over the place, you know, 

through squash and other things. But maybe just travel by myself for awhile and meet people 

and, you know, so  

01.15.38 yeah, so that’s, I don't know. I don't know what to do essentially. But I got to figure it out 

kind of soon. (LAUGHS) So. (COUGHS) 

 

 JW:  How soon? 

 

01.15.56 NICK CHIRLS:  Couple months, probably.  I mean, I have to tell, I’m sure that I have to tell 

Lehman Brothers, you know, whether or not I’m gonna be there next year within the next 

two months. So. 

 

 JW:  How long has this been coming on? 

 

01.16.32 NICK CHIRLS:  I think since finishing my job. And thinking about how exhausting it is.  I 

mean, it’s tough, because I only worked there for two months. So like, just as I was getting 

used to it, I was done. You know what I mean? Just getting, started getting, I mean, I got to 

work at 5:45 every morning.  

01.17.00 But it was still, I mean, it’s an exhausting job, you know. It takes a lot out of you. And uh, I 

think when I, once I realized how tough it was, how exhausting it was, I realized that I may 

need a year or two to do other things or prepare, whatever. I think that’s when it came about. 

I mean, also, just realizing that like, this is like, at the end of the summer, realizing this is 

like, my last summer, ever.   

01.17.34 Maybe till, you know, maybe when I retire one day when I’m like, who knows how old, you 

know. You know, I mean, I think it’s been going for awhile.  

 

 JW:  Is there any part of you that has doubts about working on Wall Street? 
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.18.59 NICK CHIRLS:  (MID-STATEMENT) I’m not like, I’m not like the kids who are coming 

from work, you know. Who are, I found a lot of people I met, including the people my age, 

were extremely one-dimensional.  You know, and this is it for them. They have a certain 

amount of money they want to be making in a certain amount of time. And you know, a 

certain position they want to be at a certain place. And it’s like, they were a lot of one-

dimensional human beings there.  

01.19.34 Not to say there, there aren’t a ton of people who, some people who (LAUGHS) are not so 

one-dimensional and have all sorts of different interests and like what they do just 'cos they 

like what they do. And yeah, I mean, I think I have a lot, I think I have other interests besides 

business. On the other hand, I really like the job.  

01.19.59 You know, I like being on a trading floor with, you know, a couple hundred other people. 

And not being in a cubicle. And having every day be its own little project. You know, like, I 

did sales and trading. Investment banking is like, you know, I don't know.  You know, the, 

okay, there’s like, investment banking, which is like the big deals. Like, the mergers and 

acquisitions, like, that take, you know, half a year.  

01.20.28 And you work on like, one deal for half a year. And you sit in your cubicle and that’s that. 

And then there’s like, the sales and trading side, which is what my mother did. Which is like, 

you’re on a trading floor.  You’re not on like, in a stock exchange like the New York Stock 

Exchange. But you’re on like, a corporate trading floor, which is like, just a huge, huge floor 

with like, you know, rows and rows of desks, you know, and just people lining each desk. 

And everyone’s on the phone all day and screaming at each other.  

01.20.57 And it’s like, really, really exciting. You know, like you just go to work everyday, and the 

company gives you X number of dollars and you go gamble, you know. Which is fun, you 

know, I really enjoy that.  I, it’s gambling that, but you’re not gambling. I mean,  it’s 

gambling that you’re, you can win. It’s gambling where like, the house doesn’t have an 

advantage. And that’s fun. That’s fun for me. Uh, you know, you’re not doing wonderful 

things for the world. 

 

 JW:  What about that? 
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01.21.37 NICK CHIRLS:  Well, that’s that. I mean, you’re not, you know, I mean, people, you know, 

you’re not doing,  you’re doing a very specific service. Which is like, you’re basically, you 

are providing a service for, you’re an intermediary.  

01.21.59 You know,  you’re holding on to some good for X amount of time and passing it on. You 

know, so essentially you’re not doing anything. You know, you make some money for what 

you do. But you’re not doing anything. You’re not, you know, curing cancer here. (~JW~) 

The business is about making money. I mean, that’s what it is.  

01.22.29 And it’s fun. It’s not something I want to do my whole life, but it’s something  I enjoy and I 

feel like I have to do, for my mother. And I know my mother would’ve wanted me just to be 

happy. You know, to do what I want to do. But doing, doing that actually does make me 

happy. I felt, like, one, one thing about the job this summer was, I felt, every single day I 

went to work, I felt close to her.  

01.23.04 Being at work, I felt close to her. You know, just like being in her shoes, almost. You know, 

every day going to work, feeling like, remembering like, my mother leaving for work so 

early and like, feeling like I’m in her shoes kind of. Which is like, a wonderful, wonderful 

feeling. Like a really, really wonderful feeling.  

01.23.30 Being around people that knew her. And knew what she did and knew how good she was at 

what she did. It was great. It was like, really, really special. I started like, midway through 

the summer, I started sending out this like, mass email to everyone on the floor. It was just 

like a (?) summary, a recap of like, the day before.  

01.24.00 Which was like, one of my many menial tasks (LAUGHS) over the course of the eight 

weeks. And after I sent that out, over the next couple weeks, I probably had 20 different 

people come up to me. My mother started at Lehman after college. It was her first job out of 

college.  

01.24.29 And about, you know, probably 20 some odd people came up to me and said, you know, are 

you Nick Chirls? Yeah. Was your mother Katherine?  And I said yeah. They said, you know, 

she was, and then every single person basically had a different story. Every single person had 

their own story. How they knew her. And wonderful to hear. Like, priceless.  

 

 JW:  What kinds of stories? 
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01.25.06 NICK CHIRLS:  Man, all sorts of stories. (LAUGHS) To be completely honest, I would say 

that 80, 75% of them had to do with uh, her being a huge drinker. (LAUGHS) Like, huge 

partier. A lot of people, 'cos a lot of people were, you know, are now at the age where, a lot 

of people were hired by my mother.  

01.25.31 A lot of people that came up to me were, worked for my mother when they started 'cos they 

were a bit younger. I mean, now they’re, you know, (?) early 30s. So a lot of the stories were 

like, man, like, I came to work and, you know, it was like, working for your mother was the 

best.  

01.25.56 Like, she, you know, like, first day, she like, brought, you know, brought me out and like, 

you know, we got drunk and like, she was the best. She was so much fun. You know, and she 

could drink (LAUGHS) basically. But a lot of great stories about how fair she was. A lot of 

the stories. You know, a lot of people in the business are (?) not fair.   

01.26.31 A lot of them had to do with how fair she was. That probably hurt her career. You know, she 

didn’t get to the top. She got close. But I think it had something to do with, you know, she 

was someone who was (?) never willing to, she wasn’t good at kissing ass, basically.  

01.27.04 You know, she was like, straight with you, you know. And a lot of the times when someone’s 

gonna go that extra mile to be, you know, when she didn’t think something was right, she 

would say it, you know. And a lot of the time, she would say to me, you know, Nick, like, 

you know, not just in, not on Wall Street, not in this business, but in life, like, sometimes you 

have to know when to just keep your mouth shut.  

01.27.30 And she didn’t have that. For better or for worse. I mean, it’s not necessarily bad. For her 

job, it was bad. Sometimes you have to know just when to shut up. But (~JW~)  

 

 JW:  Do you remember her telling you that? 

 

01.27.49 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. I mean, always. You know, she would talk about how, you know, she 

was passed over, you know, for certain promotions, because she said she didn’t keep her 

mouth shut, you know.  

01.28.07 And she wasn’t getting fired because she was really good at her job. You know, she was a 

really good producer.  She made a lot of money for whoever she worked for.  You know, so 
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she wasn’t getting fired. But she wasn’t, you know, getting the top promotions, you know, 

because she wasn’t, she wasn’t willing to do something that, you know, she didn’t think was 

right, essentially. You know, whether it was fuck over one other person for a job or, you 

know.  

01.28.44 I mean,  she never told me like, specific stories why she didn’t get this job. I don't know if 

there were, you know. A lot of it was also just the fact that it was, it’s a men’s business. And 

she was a woman. But, you know, I felt really, really close to her this summer. Closer than 

I’ve felt in a long time.  

01.29.19 So I want to do it. I know I want to do it. 100 percent. It’s just a matter of when.  Essentially.  

 

 JW:  Does the closeness to your mom make the decision harder? 

 

01.29.36 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. I mean, I know. I don’t think that’s the hardest part. I mean, I think 

the logistics are the hardest part. You know, to be totally honest, if I could take a year or two 

off, I would. Done. Game, like, no decision.  

01.29.59 The issue is whether or not I want to give up a job that I have, that I’ve worked for, for like, 

eight years. You know, the same job that my mother had coming out of college, which is 

really special. And do I want to give that up to, to take the year or two? So that’s the 

decision.  And I don't know, I don't know if my mom would have the right answer.   

01.30.31 My hunch is that she would say, go take a year or two, because you know, you’re, you know, 

you’re motivated enough to get another job. And maybe it won’t be  at a Lehman, but, you 

know, there’ll be a job for you somewhere. But I’d like to be at Lehman (LAUGHS) is the 

thing, you know. I really like the firm. I like the people I worked with.  I had a great boss.  

01.31.01 And my mother was like, there, you know? Maybe not physically, but like, through other 

people, you know.  

 

 JW:  What about that? 

 

01.31.14 NICK CHIRLS:  Like, she was there. I mean, like, I, like, you know, when people would, 

you know, I mean, I had like, a little family there because of her.  You know, these people 
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that knew her would, you know, check up on me every few days. You know, how you doing? 

Like, you know, can we help?  

01.31.31 Is there anything we can do? You know, do you want to come sit on our desk for a little 

while and learn about what we do? You know, it’s like, I was like, immediately accepted 

because of her.  And she’s just there. You know what I mean? Like, everything, all these 

little interactions. It’s like, you know.  

01.31.59 I felt like she was there with me, you know. Especially going to and from work. Like, on the 

subway. I don't know why.  Because I felt like I was just like, I could be like, sitting next to 

her on the train. Like she could walk into like, the subway at any point in time like, on her 

way to work, you know? 

 

 JW:  Did you imagine that sometimes? 

 

01.32.24 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. All the time. Like, when the doors opened at, you know, Bowling 

Green or whatever, that was her stop, you know, see her like, just walk on. (LAUGHS) Go to 

work, you know? So yeah. So I know that I want to do it. I know that. I know that I don’t 

want to do it my whole life. And I know that, if I could, I (?) would take a couple years 

before I do it.  

01.33.01 It’s funny.  I compared how I felt at Lehman to how I felt at Canter in terms of my, in 

relation to my mother. And it’s funny how at Lehman, I felt. I felt close to my mother alive.  

01.33.25 My mother like, my mother’s living being. And at Canter, I felt more close to, you know, I 

felt, at Lehman, I was reminded more often of things that she did when she was alive. And at 

Canter, I was reminded more often of the way in which she died. Which was really 

interesting. I think both are important.  

01.34.00 Remembering her at Lehman was obviously less, I don't know it’s painful in a different way. 

You know, it’s obviously not as painful because I don’t have to imagine her dying. But it’s 

almost like a tease. Because I think about the things that she did when she was alive. And 

how, how happy she made me. And then I realize, like, a split second later that like, that’s 

not, you know, not possible anymore.  

01.34.31 So it was, I don't know. It was different. Definitely a very different feeling. I’d still like to 

end up at Canter one day. You know, in some capacity. So, we’ll see. 
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 JW:  What about the forensic quality of figuring out what happened? 

 

01.35.15 NICK CHIRLS:  Sure. I mean, I still think, I mean, I think that’s like, I still think about that. 

You know, because I’m never gonna find out. I’m never gonna know. 

 

 JW:  What do you think about and when do you think about it? 

 

01.35.30 NICK CHIRLS:  I think about it just at random times. I mean, it’s like any other little thought 

about my mother that pops into my head, most likely for no reason or, you know. How do I 

think about it? Was that the question? I mean, I think about it like, I imagine a lot of the other 

family members think about it in the sense that, just trying to retrace exactly what happened 

to my mother.  

01.36.02 You know, I think about like, the facts, which lead me to a certain conclusion. I know that, 

you know, I know that she was at her desk that morning. She called home about 15 minutes 

before the attack, at her desk. She was at her desk. She called from her desk phone.  

01.36.30 I know that she never called after the planes hit. And that there was no trace of her ever 

found. Which leads me to believe that it was instant. That she was at her desk. I know that 

the plane hit where her desk was.  The plane hit her floor. On, she was on the side that the 

plane actually impacted.  

01.37.03 So, I mean, obviously everything leads me to believe that she died instantly. Which is, which 

would be great. But you don’t, I don’t know that. I don't know that for sure, you know.  

01.37.33 She could have been, you know, at the elevator going to get a coffee from downstairs. She 

got her coffee from the first floor. She could have been at the elevator going downstairs. And 

not near her phone when the plane hit. You know, I mean, there’s like, a million and one 

different scenarios where the same facts could be true, but a completely different thing 

actually happened to her in those towers. I’ll never know.  

01.37.59 But my hope would be that it was instant. Which wouldn’t have been so bad. I can think of a 

lot worse ways of dying, you know, than, I mean, that’s not so bad, you know. So. 

 

 JW:  What’s the not knowing part like? 
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01.38.39 NICK CHIRLS:  It’s traumatic. It’s terrifying. Sucks. (LAUGHS) You know.  And I don't 

know, and then,  sometimes I think about would I rather her have had a difficult death and 

just know, just know.  

01.39.04 And then deal with it that way, you know. Try to deal with it by knowing that she had a 

difficult death or uh, or would I rather just not know? I don't know.  A lot of the time I wish 

that I just knew. But maybe if that was the case, then (LAUGHS) I would wish that I didn’t 

know, you know, so I mean, I guess that’s, that’s something that’s, like, unique to this 

tragedy, you know, is that there was no, you know, except for a few. 

01.39.39 I mean, no one knows for sure what happened, you know. Which is, which is, I think, just 

makes the whole event so terrifying. So terrifying. 

 

 JW:  What would be the thing that would happen if you knew? 

 

01.40.05 NICK CHIRLS:  If I knew? (~JW~) I don't know.  I guess it would be bad. Because if I 

knew, then it would probably automatically be bad. You know? Like, if I knew. Like, if I got 

a phone call from her after the plane’s attack, that’s probably bad.  

01.40.28 I mean, there’s probably no good scenario, you know. So I guess it’s probably better that I 

don’t know, you know. ‘Cos if I knew, it would probably just be knowing that it was a bad 

scenario. ‘Cos there’s no way to prove, essentially, that they, that someone died instantly.  

There’s no way to prove that. for sure. The only thing that you can prove is if they didn’t. 

And that’s bad. (LAUGHS) You know?  I mean, the scariest is for the people that fell.  

01.41.08 That’s the scariest. That’s worst-case scenario for me, I think. Is finding that out. And (?) I 

mean, obviously, like, you know, you see pictures or articles written about the people that 

fell, you know.  

01.41.27 And like, I, when they show pictures of it, like, I look, you know, like, could that be my 

mother? I don’t think it was, but who knows? You know? I just like, you know, think about 

what could possibly, like, how horrible it was that you would rather jump 110 stories.  

01.42.03 And that’s a scary thought. It’s a really scary thought. So. 

 

 JW:  Do you feel a responsibility to work on Wall Street because of your mom? 
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 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. 

 

 JW:  Explain that. 

 

01.42.42 NICK CHIRLS:  Definitely. I mean, you know, her life was cut short.  You know, for 

whatever reason, she lived, well, for a very specific reason, she lived 47 years.   

01.43.03 She should have lived longer. You know, she should have, you know. It would, I would, I 

think, I think I would feel extremely proud to do something that my mother never got the 

opportunity to do, you know, in her name, for her, you know.  

01.43.43 Maybe get to the top, you know?  And maybe that’s silly. I mean, maybe, you know, I don't 

know that that’s, I don't know if that’s what my mother would’ve wanted at all, you know.  

01.44.00 But for whatever reason, I feel like I need to do that. To pick up where she left off. You 

know, she had another 18 years in her, maybe, before she retired. Or however many, you 

know. So I feel like I need to put that time in for her, almost.   

01.44.37 You know, it’s like, it’s like any other thing. It’s like, you know, if mother was like, a race 

car driver. And she never won that really huge race. You know, if she almost won. If she 

never won that huge race, and then she died while she was driving. You know, for me to be 

able to go, you know, and win that huge race for her would be, like, just, it would be 

amazing.  

01.45.02 So that’s kind of what I want to do. 

 

 JW:  To honor her death? 

 

01.45.09 NICK CHIRLS:  No, not to honor her death. To honor her. You know, to say like, you know, 

this is what my mother could or would’ve done if she wasn’t killed. So.  

01.45.36 But, you know? Hopefully, hopefully I’ll become CEO in like, four years. And then I can just 

do other things (LAUGHS), you know. I mean, that’s the other thing that just logistically 

sucks is that like, the first couple years, you know, it’s like any other job.  

01.46.01 You start at the bottom, you know. And that sucks. It sucks (LAUGHS) to start at the bottom, 

you know?  Especially at a big firm, where it’s like, you really start at the bottom, you know. 



Project Rebirth :   Nick Chrils     Tape #NC35       JW, Producer     Page 14 of 53 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 

Which is just frustrating. I mean, I’m sure, and not just me.. I mean, for, obviously for 

anyone that starts at these jobs. Like, you know, anyone that’s hired at like, you know, 

Lehman’s like, may be the best firm on Wall Street.  

01.46.29 Anyone that’s hired at the firm is gonna be smart. And is gonna be a lot smarter than 

whatever they’re doing for like, the first two years. You know, so that just sucks. You know, 

but that’s like any other job. If I wanted to be a, you know, a filmmaker, right? Start at the 

bottom. Or if I wanted to be a lawyer or whatever, you know. So that’s  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.47.04 END OF TAPE #  NC35 
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02.01.01 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.02.23 NICK CHIRLS:   I actually had a really like, I think I have a good idea. It’s not really my 

idea, but, well, I mean (~JW~)  

 

 JW:  Never stopped anybody else. 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  There’s this, in Brooklyn now, there’s this bar called Floyd.  (~JW~) Which 

is like, started around the corner from me. And it’s like, this bocce bar. 

 

 JW:  Bocce? 
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02.02.40 NICK CHIRLS:  Bocce, they have, it’s like, a bar  (~JW~), but they also have like, a bocce 

ball court in the bar.  (~JW~) And it’s become like, the most popular bar in Brooklyn. 

 

 JW:  I’ve heard about it. 

 

02.02.51 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. It’s like, I mean, I started going there when I was like, you know, the 

first year it opened, I guess I was like, 15. And I went there just 'cos like, they let me in, you 

know. I live, it’s just around the corner from me. And like, it’s, all of a sudden like, a few 

years, it started getting like, written up as like, the bocce bar. And now it’s like, huge. Packed 

every single night of the week. Like, literally one of the most popular bars in Brooklyn. They 

just opened another one in Park Slope now.  And I was, when I was out in LA, I realized that 

I think a bocce bar there could totally work.  

02.03.30 Totally work. ‘Cos people are looking for other things to do in a bar besides pool and darts or 

whatever people do in bars, you know. It’s like, a really good alternative. So maybe one day. 

It’d be fun. It’d be fun. And my roommate’s out there already, so. 

 

 JW:  What’s he doing out there? 

 

02.03.57 NICK CHIRLS:  Well, after college, he’s going try to be out there. He wants to do politics. 

Political stuff. He’s worked for (~JW~)  

 

 JW:  In LA? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. He worked for, I don't know, some senator last couple summers. So I 

think he wants  (~JW~) to go that route.  (~JW~) President. 

 

 JW:  He wants to be president? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  (LAUGHS) I don't know. Maybe. 
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 JW:  If he’s a good guy, we need him. 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  Who knows? Yeah, he is a good guy. 

 

 JW:  We need good politicians. 

 

02.04.28 NICK CHIRLS:  So, a little too liberal, I think, for this country. But maybe he’ll get older 

and more conservative. Which is very possible. So. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS) 

 

02.05.25 NICK CHIRLS:  I mean, I’d love to go to law school. 

 

 JW:  Really? 

 

02.05.28 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. I don’t think I ever would want to practice law, but I just want to go 

to law school and learn all of it, you know.  I just think it’s really interesting. (LAUGHS) 

You know, I took like, a class called like, anti-trust law. Which is like, the most boring law 

on the face of the world. And I thought it was like, fascinating.  So. 

 

 JW:  Everyone else was asleep while you were totally engrossed?. 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah, no, I would totally like, love to do it like, one day. Maybe when I’m 

like, 50 or something. Just go to law school. Just like, learn all of it. It’d be cool. (LAUGHS) 

So. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS) 

  

 INTERVIEWER :  Is it the case to get the worst jobs and aspire to do the better ones? 
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02.06.51 NICK CHIRLS:  No, and I think that’s, that was the case this summer. You know, it was 

really frustrating, 'cos all I wanted to do was be like, I just wanted to do it, you know. I want 

to like, trade, (LAUGHS) you know. But yeah, no, I understand exactly what you’re saying 

for sure.  Just a matter of getting over it, or dealing with it, essentially. So. 

 

 JW:  It’s a big decision and it’s probably good for you? 

 

02.07.50 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. I mean, it’s just a matter of, I think I just realized that maybe I don’t 

have to, don’t want to do it right away, you know.  So we’ll see. 

 

 JW:  What would you call your ideas for saving the world? 

 

02.08.20 NICK CHIRLS:  (MID-STATEMENT) my like, lifetime goal, something that I would love 

to do, would be to start a, and this is a part of it. I mean, maybe I’ll make enough money to 

be able to do this. You know, to start a foundation uh, that would, an international 

foundation, to help give immediate aid to victims of terrorist attacks.  

02.09.00 All around the world. You know, whether it’s in, you know, Israel or if it’s in Lebanon, you 

know. Completely devoid of political bias. And obviously that’s really, really hard to do. 

You know, to define a terrorist attack. You know, that’s an extremely hard thing to do. But I 

think we could, you know, I think it could, I think it’s possible.  I would love to do that one 

day. But I would need a lot of money. (LAUGHS)  

02.09.40 You know, so that’s something I’d love to do. To help. You know, something that I 

absolutely would be extremely passionate about and something that I think I understand.   

02.10.00 And something that’s occurring everyday, you know. And something, I don’t think that there 

is anything like it. I mean, you know, you take organizations like the Red Cross or other 

organizations like that, which are huge organizations and move at the pace of a snail, you 

know. They’re too big for their own good. They’re huge bureaucracies. To create an 

organization, and again, it’s a lot easier said than done, but to create an organization without 

all the bureaucracy, you know.  
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02.10.39 And to help a family in, you know, I won’t say, I’ll just pick one, you know, a family that’s 

house, you know, I mean, the one thing about September 11th is that families did get a lot of 

aid. Albeit it was slow.  

02.11.03 But they did. They got a lot of help from the government and from charity organizations. 

They got a lot of help, financial help.  And you know, 99 percent of families around the 

world don’t get that help. You know, the families associated with Oklahoma City or, you 

know, obviously the families of terrorist attacks every single day in the Middle East. You 

know, they don’t get that.  

02.11.30 And families where their house has been bombed, you know, to have $10,000 or $15,000, 

you know, the next week, you know, to use to have a place to live, you know. While, again 

it’d be temporary, but it’s something. Something that would like, I think, really, really help. 

And I don’t think there’s an organization like that.   

 

 JW:  Have you investigated? 

 

02.12.00 NICK CHIRLS:  I haven’t, I haven’t.  But just from what I know, I don’t believe there is. 

Maybe because it’s not possible. But I don’t think that. I think it’s possible. (LAUGHS) 

Something I’d love to do. I don’t really know how I’ll go about doing it.  I think, I mean, at 

first I would just need a lot of money.   

 

 JW:  Or? 

 

  

02.12.32 NICK CHIRLS:  Or? 

 

 JW:  Know someone with a lot of money. 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  Right. Right. (LAUGHS) Or people. You know, I mean, to give $10,000 to 

a family like, multiply that by, let’s see, a few thousand. What’s that? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS) 
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02.12.57 NICK CHIRLS:  Or $10,000 times a few thousand. We’re talking about like, ten, $50, $100 

million, I feel like I would need. That’s a lot of money. So how do I go about getting $50 

million?  (LAUGHS) Do you have any suggestions?   

 

 JW:  Anything’s possible. 

 

02.13.44 NICK CHIRLS:  I think it will be one day. So we’ll see.   

 

 JW:  Any other ideas? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  Not at the moment. 

 

 JW:  Other organizations or areas of interest? How’s the writing? 

 

02.14.15 NICK CHIRLS:  It’s coming.  It’s coming. I write a lot. Mostly short things.  I’ve thought 

about maybe writing, trying to write a book. A novel one of these days.  

02.14.40 But take a little time. Like, a couple years maybe.  So at the moment, I don’t have that time. 

But it’s something that I enjoy. It’s something that I feel like I could do. Entertain myself 

with for awhile.  

02.15.08 Something I’m pretty sure I will do at some point. So. 

 

 JW:  You like it? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  I like it. I mean, I don't know. I mean, I don't know if I’ll be a, you know, 

famous published author one day, you know. But I think I’m a pretty good writer. And I 

really enjoy it. 

 

 JW:  What’s it do for you? 
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02.15.43 NICK CHIRLS:  Funny, 'cos it makes me like, it makes me forget about maybe sometimes 

like, it’s funny because it’s like, sometimes it’s like squash in the sense where like, when I’m 

doing it, all I’m thinking about is that, you know.  

02.15.58 I could be writing about like, anything. Like, an encounter I witnessed in a restaurant or 

something, you know.  So when I’m like, doing that or when I’m playing squash, it’s like, 

that’s all I’m thinking about. You know, that moment. But then writing also, you know, I 

mean, obviously it obviously has a therapeutic value. A huge therapeutic value.  

02.16.31 When I’m writing about, I guess when I’m writing about me. I don’t write about me quite as 

much anymore as when I started writing a lot.  But when I do, I mean, obviously it helps to 

get whatever I’m thinking down on paper, you know, to get it out of this and onto something 

physical. 

 

 JW:  Do you write about your mom? 

 

02.17.05 NICK CHIRLS:  Not quite so much anymore, but I did. There’ve been times when I do.  

Sure.  I’ve written a lot about my mom.   

02.17.30 Should’ve brought something in. (LAUGHS) 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS) 

 

 INTERVIEWER :  How was your year at school? 

 

02.18.06 NICK CHIRLS:  This is funnier, crazier. A lot happening.  It’s funny. It’s been an interesting 

two years, I think.  The last two years. I think when we last talked, or the last couple times 

we talked, like, I feel like just in the last.  

02.18.33 I think maybe over the course of the summer, or maybe a few months before that, I realized 

that, uh, how numb I think I was. Like, just out of it. I was literally out of it for like, two 

years.   

02.18.57 I was totally, I was like, lacking all emotion. I literally was not there. I’ve been like, numb 

for, like, two years.  I don’t really know why.  Like, I never really thought about my mother 

that much.  
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02.19.29 I was just numb. I didn’t want to think about it. I didn’t want to think about anything, really.  

I was literally, I just can’t explain it any other way. I was like, out of it. I wasn’t there. And I 

feel like that, that was apparent like, the last couple times we’ve spoken.   

 

 JW:  What do you feel now that’s different? 

 

02.19.58 NICK CHIRLS:  I think I realized that the feeling of being so numb, which obviously I didn’t 

know what it was while I was in it, was not willing to acknowledge that I was depressed, I 

think, for awhile. Like, really depressed for awhile. Not happy.   

02.20.29 And I just didn’t want to acknowledge that.  You know, like, I just, I don't know. It’s 

depressing (LAUGHS) to acknowledge that you’re depressed, (LAUGHS) you know.   

 

 JW:  Depressing to acknowledge you’re depressed? 

 

02.20.46 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. You know, it’s like, I don't know. I feel like I dealt with my mother’s 

like, the immediate aftermath of my mother’s death pretty well. And then there was like, this, 

you know, for a couple years.  

02.21.07 And then there was like, this couple year period where uh, it was like, I felt like I should be 

over it and like, if I could get through my mother’s death, then like, nothing could depress me 

ever again and stuff like this, you know what I mean?  

02.21.28 It’s like, if I got over it and now I’m over it or whatever, then I should just be happy. Or, and 

happy forever. And I think that’s kind of what I (?) wanted to believe. And I made myself 

believe. When I was actually kind of upset a lot, like, a lot of the time. Not all the time, but a 

lot of the time. (~JW~)  

0221.56 And it was just tough for me, I feel like, 'cos I feel like I’m generally a pretty good-natured, 

positive, happy human being. You know, and that’s what I want to be, you know.   Those 

people are the most fun a lot of time, you know. So yeah. I mean. 

 

 JW:  What if those people aren’t you, though? 
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02.22.31 NICK CHIRLS:  I don't know. I mean, I hope it is. I mean, maybe not. I mean, to be 

completely honest, yeah, I mean, I’ve been depressed. I’ve been upset a lot of the time. Not 

completely happy.  Which is like, hard for me to admit. (~JW~) Like, I feel really 

uncomfortable admitting that, you know.   

02.23.06 You know, it’s the kind of thing where it’s like, it’s like, when people come back from like, 

college their first year, and I actually do enjoy college and I’ve always enjoyed college. But I 

have friends who uh, who like, you know, obviously everyone, after your first year of 

college, everyone’s asking you like, how’s college, how’s college, right?  It’s the best, right? 

And everyone’s like, oh, yeah, I love college, you know what I mean?  

02.23.34 And now like, I talk to a lot of friends now and they’re like, you know, my one good friend 

Alex. He’s at Michigan. And he’s like, (?) he’s like, you know what, I don’t really like 

college. I never really liked college. And you know, I don’t think that’s the case for me, but I 

think just in general over the, I think that’s similar to how I felt over the last two years, you 

know. I think I had so many people like, asking me like, are you okay?  You know what I 

mean, over the course of like, the two years after my mother’s death, that I just got used to 

saying, I’m fine, I’m like, I’m totally fine.  

02.24.10 I’m fine. Don’t worry about me, you know. That like, I just kept saying that, even if it wasn’t 

true, you know? But I was numb. It’s almost like I can’t even remember the last two years of 

my life, practically.  

02.24.33 It’s like one long, blurry day, you know.  And I think I’m in, I mean, this is kind of 

contradicting (LAUGHS) everything I just said. I think that I’m in a slightly better place 

now.  Just because at least I think I’m like, acknowledging it. That I haven’t been 100 percent 

happy.  Or, you know, maybe 50 percent happy, over the last couple years.   

02.25.01 So, but I don’t really know what the issue is, is the problem. 

 

 JW:  What are you pushing down? 

 

02.25.34 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. I mean. (PAUSE)  I think one thing that uh, had to do with it was uh, 

my longtime girlfriend. Like, a year and a half ago, hurt me pretty bad, I’d say.   

02.26.15 I had never really been hurt by a girl before.  Yeah, I mean, we had a relationship since I was, 

you know, started high school.  
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02.26.36 She was always very, I was always very close to her. She was always extremely dear to me.  

I associated her with my mother, which I think was a huge part of it. And uh, it’s funny. I 

mean, it’s me, it was my fault.  

02.27.02 You know, she’d always, when we went to college, she was like, you know, do you want to 

try it, do you want to try being together at college or whatever? I mean, she goes to 

Dartmouth, which is a little far away. So I was always like, no, like, when we’re at college, 

we’re at college. We’ll try other things.  And then I guess halfway through sophomore year, 

about a year and a half ago, she uh, she met a guy.  Got a boyfriend.   

02.27.42 And I kind of flipped a little bit. I was like, you know, all of a sudden now I can’t have her. 

And now, you know, obviously (LAUGHS) I want to go out with you.  And she said no. It’s 

the first time I ever heard no from her pretty much my whole life. And uh, it got me, pretty 

bad. I was upset for awhile.  

02.28.15 This summer, she kind, we kind of, I don't know. She expressed interest, I guess.  

02.28.34 And against my better judgment, like we kind of were involved for a little while. But 

obviously I was just careful, you know? 

02.28.57 You know, I mean, it’s tough. Because I realize how unfair I was. You know, I’ve had other 

girlfriends, but I always at the same expected her to be like, there waiting, you know? And 

the second I realized that she wasn’t, I don't know. Just, that like, fucking killed, you know. It 

was devastating.  

02.29.29 And I think a lot, I mean, I think a large part of it had to do with her relationship with me and 

my mother, you know. She was, you know, when my mother died, she was like, huge. Huge 

for me. I mean, anything, she was there all the way, 100 percent.  And when all of a sudden I 

realized that maybe she wasn’t there like she was after September 11th and my whole life, it 

freaked me out.  

02.30.04 It freaked me out.  So that I feel like was kind of tipping point, almost. 

 

 JW:  The loss of your mother substitute?    

 

02.30.26 NICK CHIRLS:  Right. And I mean, it wasn’t, it wasn’t her fault, you know. I just had like 

(~JW~)  
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 JW:  Wasn’t your mom’s fault, either. 

 

02.30.36 NICK CHIRLS:  Right. You know, wasn’t anybody’s fault. But it was just like, yeah, like, 

that person isn’t really there anymore, you know.  So that hurt a lot.  So yeah, so.  I don't 

really know where that’ll go. But that upset me for awhile.  So much so that I couldn’t talk 

about it for awhile, you know. I didn’t bring it up a year ago. 

 

 JW:  Do other people know that? 

 

02.31.24 NICK CHIRLS:  (MID-STATEMENT) it was just something that made me like, I’ve always 

been like, so, honestly none of my friends have really ever hurt me. To be totally honest. I 

have like, amazing friends, you know. And she’s different than her friend, you know. So 

that’s, (Nicola?) is, you know, she’s not, none of my friends have ever hurt me.  Really. I 

mean, little things, maybe. They, you know, obviously, I mean, you know, they didn’t call 

me back or, you know, obviously, you know, things. But no friend of mine has ever hurt me 

in a major way.   

02.32.08 So that was new. And I think made me, you know, just careful of everything around me, you 

know. My friendships and girlfriends and, you know, numb a little bit, you know.  

02.32.33 For awhile, I like, told myself that I didn’t really care that she had a boyfriend. You know, 

which was like, same thing. Like, I, you know, I swear to God, there was a like a year period 

where I didn’t think of my mother. Just 'cos I, I couldn’t or I didn’t want to, or I don't know. 

And that wasn’t me before that. Like, before that, I was like, I wanted to think about 

everything. 

02.33.01 I wanted to deal with it and deal with it head on, you know. And then I feel like there was 

like, this year, year and a half, two-year period, where like, I went completely the opposite 

way. And didn’t want to think about anything. And didn’t want to acknowledge anything that 

might be hurtful to me. You know, I just ignored it.  And looking back on it, I realized, like, 

how weird of a period that was.  

02.33.33 In a lot of ways.  I think it also goes back to my family situation. My father. You know, my 

father.  
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02.33.59 My father and I relationship is becoming better and better. It’s become better and better. It’s, 

I don't know. I wouldn’t say it’s a real father-son relationship just yet, but it’s maybe 

somewhere in between, you know, civil and close. It’s like a lukewarm father-son 

relationship at this point, I would say.  Which is good. Which is great, actually.   

02.34.33 You know, I can go home now and see my brother and sister and it’s fine.  On the other 

hand, he, everyone heals in very different ways. And he, after my mother’s death, for several 

years, made sure that his children healed in exactly uh, mourned in exactly the same way that 

he mourned.   

02.35.09 Which I will never forgive him for. We were, my brother, sister and I were essentially 

allowed to mourn my mother’s death at home.  She wasn’t really talked about. She.  

02.35.35 It was not comfortable to talk about my mother in our own home.  And there’s no doubt that 

that had an effect on, I guess, the last couple years of my life. Maybe a delayed effect, but I 

think that was certainly part of it.  

02.36.00 It’s just ludicrous that a father would not allow his children to mourn the death of their 

mother in the way that they want to. And I can’t directly, I mean, it’s hard to speak for 

Dylan, because he was so young when my mother died and, you know, a kid that’s, you 

know, five, six years old doesn’t really know, doesn’t really choose for himself, essentially, 

like, how they want to mourn their mother’s death.   

02.36.30 Maybe that’s wrong. But I don't know. I mean, I think it would certainly be harder for him. 

But my sister, no doubt, you know, she was ten. And uh, certainly expressed an interest to 

me, or certainly, when it was just me and her, would mourn my mother openly and want to 

talk to me about my mom and our mom.   

02.37.02 I mean, it’s horrible to, as a kid in your father’s household, to be scared to mention your 

mother’s name. Like they went through this horrible divorce. They didn’t. She was just, she 

was killed, you know. Like, it was, it was very weird. And it’s still weird for my sister and 

brother.  So yeah.  

02.37.31 I mean, I see the numbness in like, my father and like, the whole household just in general. 

My sister’s totally fucking numb. You know, totally.  Been like, brainwashed into like, the, 

you know, can only think about my mother when I’m like, in my room going to bed. You 

know, I’m not allowed to think about her all the time, you know. Or around other people, you 

know? 
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 JW:  What are the consequences of thinking about your mom? 

 

02.38.07 NICK CHIRLS:  There are no consequences of thinking to yourself. Mentioning, you know, 

talking about my mother at a dinner table, there are no consequences. You’re not gonna be 

sent to your room. But I can’t explain it any other way, that my father creates an environment 

where, has created an environment where bringing up my mother’s name makes everybody 

visibly uncomfortable.  

02.38.46 You know, you’re not gonna say, you know, he’s not pointing fingers and saying don’t 

mention Kathy’s name because you’re gonna be punished. But he doesn’t create a conducive 

environment, where his children can talk freely about their mother. Whether they miss their 

mother or stuff like that.  

02.39.04 Except for one day of the year on September 11th, we’re allowed to talk about my mother. 

You know, we go to Ground Zero and we do the whole September 11th thing.  And then we 

come home at one o’clock and, you know, that’s pretty much it. So it’s really about five 

hours a year we’re allowed to talk openly about my mother.   

02.39.32 However, after about a month of uh, aggressive suggestions to my father, we, for the first 

time are having a cocktail party tonight in my mother’s name.  

02.40.01 To remember my mother.  I brought up the idea about a couple months ago to my father. And 

first mentioned a intimate dinner. I mean, the , the tough thing is that my mother’s best 

friends, except for my father’s wife, hate him.   

02.40.29 And he doesn’t really like them. So any sort of communal get-together has essentially been 

like, not really possible.  And the couple times where my brother, sister and I have had dinner 

like, with these people without my father, my father has uh, freaked out and scolded us.  

02.41.02 And has told my mother’s friends that they weren’t allowed to see us without his supervision.  

Literally.  I mean, I’m (?)  an adult, so I can go see my mother’s friends whenever I want. 

But for Dylan and Sidney, and it’s wonderful to see my mother’s friends. It’s like, totally 

wonderful. You know, it’s the same thing as seeing the people who knew my mother at 

Lehman.  

02.41.31 Except better. You know, it’s like, so wonderful and comforting to be able to talk to my 

mother’s best friends.  And my sister and my brother don’t have that luxury. They’re not 
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allowed that.  So about a month ago, I mentioned to my father that we should, I think, you 

know, as a part of the five-year anniversary, we should have a intimate dinner in, to 

remember my mother.  

02.42.01 And of course, you know, his first reaction is, why would we do that?  I go, well, you know, 

Dad, you know, it’s, you know, a nice thing to be able to remember uh, my mother with her, 

the people who knew her the best. And he goes, well, you know, I don’t, you know, we don’t 

get along anymore, so I don’t think that’s gonna be possible. Okay.   

02.42.32 A week later, I go, how about if it is, you know, not necessarily an intimate gathering with 

just us in a restaurant or, a slightly larger gathering with maybe some neighborhood people 

and some family and, you know, slightly larger gathering, so it’s not just you and my 

mother’s best friends. He goes, well, I don’t really like this, but maybe I’ll think about it. So 

then another, you know, week goes by and eventually, I created a scenario.  

02.43.00 You know, it got to the point where I said, look, Dad, you know, to be completely honest, it 

makes me really, really, really uncomfortable that I can’t mourn my mother or remember my 

mother with the people that loved her the most. Doesn’t that seem wrong to you? He goes, 

well, okay. So the end result, for better or worse, is uh, we’re having a cocktail party tonight 

from seven o’clock to nine o’clock, to remember my mother.  

02.43.37 Which I’m really, really excited about. Really, really excited about. Obviously way overdue. 

It shouldn’t have taken five years to do something like this.  But, you know, at least it’s 

happening.  

02.44.01 Better late than never.   

 

 JW:  What’s it mean to you? 

 

02.44.08 NICK CHIRLS:  It just means, to me, it’s the first time that my mother’s friends and family 

have gathered since her memorial service five years ago.  And you know, my good friend 

Patrick, was my roommate this summer.   

02.44.32 I think also a whole ‘nother issue that added to my state over the last couple years was the 

fact that both of his parents died. Just the fact that there was a lot of death around me. You 

know, I mean, obviously I can’t, you know, obviously his situation and my situation are very 

different.  
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02.44.58 But you know, in a small way, each time, you know, when both of his parents died, it felt like 

my mother was dying all over again in a weird way.  Just going through that whole process 

with him.  And that was kind of devastating in its own way.  But. 

02.45.26 When his father died, and he’s gone through a lot of events for his mother as well, but one 

thing he does, after his father died, all of his father’s friends, they were divorced, by the way, 

his parents. But when his father died, all of his friends and his father’s friends’ family created 

this thing called Soup Mondays.  And (?) once a month, on a Monday, they all get together at 

someone’s house or apartment, and make soup for everyone and talk about his father.  

02.45.58 You know, and over the last year, I realized that, wow, he gets to, every single month, talk 

about his father, remember his father with his friends and family. Every single month. And 

we haven’t done it once in five years.  We haven’t done it once since my mother’s memorial. 

And that’s, it’s pathetic. It’s shameful, you know. And sure, everyone’s remembering my 

mother in their own little ways, but to not be able to get together is like, it’s embarrassing.  

02.46.32 I feel embarrassed, you know. I feel like, you know, my mother hasn’t been honored in five 

years, you know. It’s like, it’s disgusting to me.  So I’m happy that it’s finally happening.   

 

 JW:  Proud? 

 

02.47.05 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. I mean, I’m more just, I think it’s gonna be a wonderful night. And I 

think everyone, I think it’s gonna be a really good thing for everyone that knew my mother. 

Or everyone that’s there tonight that, you know, I think it’s gonna be a really good thing for 

my brother and sister. Really, really good thing. See a lot of these people that they haven’t 

seen in a really long time, because my father hasn’t allowed it, you know.    

02.47.33 I think that’ll be really, really nice.  And I hope, my hope is that uh, it will become an annual 

thing. That would be my hope. So I hope that happens.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS) 

 

02.48.05 END OF TAPE #  NC 36 
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TAPE # NC37 
Nick Chirls 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
 

03.01.00 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:  This is a lot. 

 

03.02.07 NICK CHIRLS:  It’s just a weird, I think, a really weird time. It’s just, kind of at a 

crossroads, I think, of sorts.  

 

 JW:  What’s the crossroads? 

 

03.02.17 NICK CHIRLS:  You know, I mean, figuring out what I’m gonna do for the next few years.  

And trying to find something that makes me happy. And try to be happy.  

 

 JW:  So you haven’t been happy? 

 

03.02.38 NICK CHIRLS:  Sometimes. Sometimes yes, sometimes no.  I mean, certainly not happy all 

the time. I’m certainly down.  Some of the time.   

03.03.05 And I can think of all the things that can add to it. But like, for example, there’s nothing at 

the moment that’s like, making me particularly depressed, you know. Sometimes people are 

just depressed for no reason, you know.  

 

 JW:  Is it still a blurry day? 
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03.03.40 NICK CHIRLS:  Maybe. I mean, I saw, I was seeing a psychiatrist for awhile after 

September 11th and for a couple years. And I was on medication for a little bit.  But. 

 

 JW:  First three or four years? 

 

03.03.58 NICK CHIRLS:  No. I’d say for like, the second year maybe. But it never did anything really 

except for make me tired all the time, essentially. You know, I tried a couple different ones 

and it didn’t really do anything. 

 

 JW:  What about drugs in general? 

 

03.04.20 NICK CHIRLS:  I don’t like drugs. (?) make me comfortable, you know? I don’t think I’ll, I 

would ever, no matter how, you know, even if I was like, how depressed I would get, I don’t 

think I would ever feel comfortable taking drugs and like, just acknowledging the fact that 

I’m just depressed. I don't know. I mean, that’s just me.  You know, I know people who take 

drugs and say it works and that’s that.  

03.04.59 You know, but I don’t, I would rather not. (~JW~) Like for me, it’s like, half like, admitting 

like, defeat almost. You know what I mean? So I don’t think I would want to do, or will be 

able to do.  

 

 JW:  Defeat of? 

 

03.05.29 NICK CHIRLS:  Like, not being able to beat it on my own. Kind of.   

 

 JW:  Are you a tough person? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  I think so. Yeah.  I think so. 

 

 JW:  I mean psychologically strong. 
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03.06.01 NICK CHIRLS:  (MID-STATEMENT) I mean, I think I, I mean, I think. You know, I 

certainly don’t like giving out, you know, I like winning. I’m competitive, you know.  

03.06.29 Whether it’s at like, dealing with a family situation, you know, or, you know, I want to, I 

want to win. I want to succeed. I want to, you know, whether it’s like, at school or, or sports 

or, you know, dealing with my mother’s death.  You know. I certainly don’t give up. I don't 

know what that means, but. 

 

 JW:  What does a win look like? 

 

03.07.07 NICK CHIRLS:  I don't know. That’s a tough question. Not,  certainly not as concrete as I 

maybe once thought it was. (~JW~) Like, one day I’m not upset about my mother dying 

anymore.  Or one day, yeah.   

03.07.35 I don’t think that’s, I don’t think that’s feasible. I don't know. And it may be the way that she 

died. You know, I think that may be, may be why.  

03.08.00 I don't know. I mean, I can’t compare the way my mother died to, you know, having a parent 

dying of cancer. You know, I can’t compare it, 'cos I don't know. But I think the facts 

surrounding that I don't know how she died, I didn’t say goodbye, you know, all those things, 

I think, make it extremely hard to not feel really sad when I think about it. 

 

 JW:  What if I told you that my impression of your version of sadness is numbness? 

 

03.08.46 NICK CHIRLS:  Numbness, I think that’s totally true. I don’t get, like, I don’t sit down and 

cry about it. 

 

 JW:  Did your mom cry? 

 

03.08.58 NICK CHIRLS:  Did my mom cry?  No, not often.  Pretty rarely.  She cried when she was 

happy. I remember her crying when she was happy. I remember her crying, I remember her 

crying once when my grandmother had a stroke. When her mother had a stroke.  

03.09.31 I remember sitting in bed with her at our house in Garden Place, in my bed with her. I 

remember feeling really, really upset about it when I was little. Like, when I was little. 
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Must’ve been when I was, god, I must’ve been like, ten or so. Maybe younger. When my 

grandmother had a stroke. And I remember it really, really upsetting me.   

03.09.59 I also remember I had a dream that my mother, that my grandmother would have a heart 

attack or a stroke, like, two days before it happened. I kid you not. I swear to you. I was like, 

a little kid. And I had a dream that my grandmother would get really sick or something.  I 

swear to you. And like, a day later, I woke up, or two days later, I woke up in the morning 

and my mother was like, you know, was like, visibly upset.  

03.10.29 And I was like, what’s wrong?  She was like, you know, your grandma had a stroke. I was 

like, I knew it. And I, a part of me feels like I felt September 11th coming. I don't know why.   

 

 JW:  Why? 

 

03.10.51 NICK CHIRLS:  Oh, I remember being, I remember thinking when I was in high school that 

my life was really, really good. I remember thinking that. And like, something like, I 

wouldn’t be surprised if something bad happens, because life was really, really good. I 

remember thinking that specific thought.  But I remember sitting in my bed at my home, and 

telling my mother that, you know, that I hoped Grandma wouldn’t die or something.  

03.11.31 And crying. And then I remember my mother crying.  I remember her crying when I, you 

know, would, I don't know, win a squash tournament or, or, I don't know, do something 

good. Or when something was good around her or something like that. But I don’t think she 

cried. Never really saw her, she never cried when she was upset.  

03.12.00 ‘Cos she was also just gritty. You know what I mean?  It was like, she was the kind of 

person, yeah, it’s like, you know, it’s like, a lot of people like, working in the workplace that 

she did like, a lot of, I feel like a lot of women like, being treated the way that a lot of them 

were treated back then, you know, and even today. You know, a lot of them would like, go 

home and cry, you know. She was more, she would sooner say like, fuck you than 

(LAUGHS) like, go in a corner and cry about it, you know what I mean. Things that upset 

her.  

03.12.37  But I guess not with death. Death issue, she cried, you know. I mean, her father died, her 

father died when I was like, not even one. So I don't, obviously I don’t remember how she 

reacted to that.  



Project Rebirth :   Nick Chrils     Tape #NC35       JW, Producer     Page 33 of 53 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 

03.13.03 But no, I don’t think she cried often. 

 

 JW:  How about your dad? 

 

03.13.10 NICK CHIRLS:  Never. Not often. Again, like, he’ll cry at a happy or sad movie or 

something. You know, but not like, no one in my family really cries when they’re upset, you 

know.  

 

 JW:  You did that first night, though? 

 

03.13.30 NICK CHIRLS:  Sure. And I have cried about my mother, over my mother.  But it’s not the 

first feeling I get when I think about her. 

 

 JW:  What is? 

 

03.13.45 NICK CHIRLS:  Just a deep like, aching sadness that like, physically like, aches. But it 

doesn’t make me want to cry tears. But it makes my body ache.   

03.14.03 And then anger probably comes second. 

 

 JW:  That was my next question. 

 

03.14.13 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. That was probably second. But no, probably, but not like, not a close 

second. More distant second. It’s mostly just sadness. 

 

 JW:  Are you angry at your dad? 

 

03.14.36 NICK CHIRLS:  My dad, the people who did this. 

 

 JW:  Do you think a lot about the people who did this? 
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03.14.50 NICK CHIRLS:  It’s hard for me to, I don’t really think necessarily a specific person. I don’t 

think about a specific hijacker. I don’t think about, like, Osama bin Laden, you know, 'cos 

it’s like, those people feel so distant to me. I don’t know those people, you know. But I think 

about, I think about, angry at fundamentalist, extremist Muslims.   

03.15.26 At the group of them, you know. I’m not angry at Muslims, you know.  But I, sometimes I 

get angry at Muslims. And I know, I mean, the second after I feel that, I know that I’m wrong 

and I shouldn’t feel that.  

03.16.03 But like, a lot of the time, like, I mean, it’s just, I don't know. It’s like, like when I get on a 

plane, I always check to see if there are Muslims on the plane. It’s just something I do.  

Things like that. That I wish I didn’t do, you know, but it’s just something that I do.  Angry 

at our government a lot of the time, you know.  

03.16.38 ‘Cos they’ve only made things worse, you know. And now other people are unfortunately 

feeling, a lot of other people are unfortunately feeling what I felt and a few thousand other 

people felt on September 11th.   

03.17.02 So, yeah, there’s anger. Most of it, most of it is just a sadness that my mother’s not around. 

That’s most of it. 

 

 JW:  Do you ever think of her being around? 

 

03.17.20 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah, all the time. All the time. I mean, I, recently I have.  You know, I 

think there was a period where I literally did not think about her. You know, I just didn’t.  

 

 JW:  What are the recent instances about? 

 

03.17.48 NICK CHIRLS:  Well, work this summer. I thought about her a lot. I don't know. There’s 

something about this five year thing, you know. It’s just a number, but I don't know. It’s like, 

I don't know.  

03.18.05 I’ve been thinking about her more.  Had a dream about her a couple nights ago.  I dreamt that 

she, I don't know. It was weird. I mean, I only remember bits and pieces, but I remember 

dreaming that she, like, went to Russia for a business trip or something. And that’s why she 

was gone this whole time, you know. And she was like, coming back.  
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03.18.29 And I was like, when she came, she came back and I was like, furious at her that like, I was 

like, why, you know, why the fuck didn’t you call me for like, five years, you know? You 

know, like, why didn’t you say goodbye? I’m happy that you’re back, but like, where the 

fuck you been for the last five years, you know?  Being like, just angry. You should have 

gave me the heads up, you know.  I remember waking up and, you know, wishing that was 

the case.   

03.19.09 I thought about her a lot this summer. You know, and, and just little things like, it’s just she 

would’ve been so useful. She would’ve been such a great resource, you know. Times where 

like, I had like, a little question. Like, you know, if a, if the price of a bond does this, like, 

what would the, you know, appropriate yield be, you know? Like, little questions that like, 

you know, if she was around, I could have like, shot her an email real quick.  

03.19.40 And she would’ve like, you know, answered me back really quick. And she would have been 

so, she would have been (LAUGHS) so happy to like, be able to help me, you know. And to 

be like, a part of it, you know.  Little things like that.  

03.19.59 You know, she would have been such, just a great resource, you know. And I think she just 

would’ve been so happy. She would’ve felt so essential, so useful, you know what I mean? 

And she would have loved that. She would’ve loved it. I miss that a lot. And there were times 

where I was like, I was like, you know, I didn’t get something. And I was like, oh, I’ll just 

call my mom.  She would know this, you know what I mean?   

03.20.32 And then not being able to. Or things like, you know, all these people that came up to me and 

said that, you know, they knew her, you know, being able to like, call her up and be like, hey, 

like, you know, So-and-So came by the desk and like, you know, says he knows you or 

something. And then have my mom be like, oh, he’s like, the greatest guy in the world. You 

have to talk to him about this. Or like, oh, he’s a fucking asshole. (LAUGHS) You know, 

like, stay away from that dude, you know what I mean?  

03.21.01 Like, things, just things like being able to talk to her about all these things would’ve been 

like, it just would have been so much fun. Would’ve been really, really fun. It would’ve 

made the job more fun to have her around. ‘Cos she would have been so into it. And so 

happy. Like, so happy that I was like, doing it and interested in it and asking her questions 

that like, she could answer, you know.  
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03.21.26 It’s funny because I always did, you know, in high school and all this stuff, I always did like, 

math and stuff like that. And she wasn’t really, I mean, she was in, there’s sales and trading 

and she was on the sales side. She was, you know, she understood all of it. But she wasn’t 

quite as maybe good at math as some of the traders would be? So I felt like my dad had the 

opportunity to, my dad just helped me out in that department a little bit more. And I think she 

just would’ve been so delighted to have felt like, essential.  

03.22.06 You know what I mean?  So yeah, I’ve thought about her a lot. But in a good way. In a way 

that I was happy that I was thinking about her, you know. Obviously sad that she wasn’t 

around, but like, really happy that at least I was like, thinking about her everyday, you know?  

03.22.41 So I really, really miss her. I really do. 

 

 JW:  Is your dad someone you can turn to for advice on what road to take? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS) 

 

03.23.23 NICK CHIRLS:  Patrick’s in China right now. 

 

 JW:  In China? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  I’m actually gonna go visit him. Yeah.  (~JW~) Over I think winter break. 

I’ll spend New Year’s, I think, in Tokyo with him. 

 

 JW:  Is that part of what got you into thinking about traveling? 

 

03.23.37 NICK CHIRLS:  A little bit. Him going to China. Definitely. Thinking how like, I really 

would love to travel for awhile. Sure. But keep going. 

 

 JW:  Did you see The Grinch? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  I know the concept. 
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 JW:  He seems lonely. 

 

03.24.11 NICK CHIRLS:  I mean, I think that’s the word. It is. I mean, it’s like, I’m kind of going at.  

03.24.31 I mean, it’s interesting because it’s, at the same time, exhilarating in a way. Because I’m 

doing it on my own. It’s me. I’m doing it. I’m making, I’m calling the shots. I’m making the 

decisions. You know, I’m doing it, you know. When I need to find a place to live, I’m gonna 

find a place and use uh, my money and, you know, I’m financially independent.  

03.25.04 I mean, it’s not my money. It’s my mother’s money, but you know, there’s not, my dad’s not 

paying my bills, you know. I’m paying my bills. And you know, that’s, it’s exhilarating in a 

way. And at the same time, it’s definitely lonely. It’s definitely lonely, you know. Friends of 

mine who, you know, who like, say things like, you know, oh, well, after college, I don’t 

really know what I do, you know.  

03.25.39 I’ll just go home and live at home for awhile. Figure it out. Like, I don’t have that option. 

Like, I need to know what I’m doing after college. ‘Cos I can’t go home to live for a little 

while and figure it out, you know. It’s those kind of things that like, kind of suck, that are 

lonely, you know.  

03.26.03 Like, when I move out of college, I need a place to live (LAUGHS) you know?  Like, it’s 

that simple.  I need a place where I’m gonna live. You know, I’m probably, I can probably go 

home for a week, or maybe two weeks. But that’s not, I can’t live there and like, figure out 

what I’m gonna do with my life, you know. I need to know what I’m gonna do with my life 

kind of, you know.  

03.26.30 I don’t want to just be sitting in some rental apartment like, figuring out really. I kind of want 

to figure it out, you know. I think that would be really lonely, you know. 

 

 JW:  What? 

 

03.26.48 NICK CHIRLS:  Just after, post-college, sitting in some, you know, having some apartment 

by myself that I’m renting, and now knowing what to do. You know what I mean? Not 

having like, a mission. I think that would be a little lonely. But it would be weird. Not 

something that makes me feel comfortable, you know. I don’t feel comfortable basically 

living on my mother’s money and not doing anything, essentially, you know.   
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03.27.26 Either using my mother’s money to do something that I want to do and makes me happy and 

that she would, you know, approve of, or doing something that I’m making my own money 

to do something, you know what I mean? The option of just like, bumming it around and 

like, in an apartment in an New York isn’t really like, acceptable to me. 

 

 JW:  So you have three choices? 

 

03.28.01 NICK CHIRLS:  Right. I mean, I do want, I mean, yeah, that’s a big issue. I want, I don’t 

feel, I want to make my own money. I want to live on my dime, you know.  

 

 JW:  The Lehman thing, traveling and live in an apartment? 

 

03.28.36 NICK CHIRLS:  Like, if my mom, like, put it this way. If I said, if after college, I said, I 

went to my mom, if she was around, I said, Mom, I’d love more than anything else to take a 

year off and see the world. She would, I am almost positive, say, that’s a wonderful idea.  

Like, go do it, you know.  

03.29.01 And assuming my, it was financially feasible at the time. Which I imagine it would be. On 

the other hand, if I went to my mother after college and said, I don’t really know what I want 

to do, but I’m gonna take a year and just live in New York City and not really do anything, 

can I have some money for an apartment?  

03.29.34 That would not be acceptable. That would not fly, you know. So it’s not something I would 

want to do. So the bottom line is I have to figure out what I want to do. 

 

 JW:  Do you have conversations with your mom? 

 

03.30.04 NICK CHIRLS:  In my head maybe. (LAUGHS)  Sure. I mean, all the time, I’m thinking 

about what she would say in a certain situation or do in a certain situation. What I believe she 

would tell me to do or say in a certain situation. Sure. 

 

 JW:  But she’s not here. 

 



Project Rebirth :   Nick Chrils     Tape #NC35       JW, Producer     Page 39 of 53 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 

03.30.48 NICK CHIRLS:  Right. Right. And I mean, that’s the thing. It’s like, I can, obviously I can 

make my best guess what she would, say or what she would do. I mean, the thing I think 

about all the time is what if my father died, you know. And what if my mother was put in my 

father’s situation.  

03.31.07 How she would have handled. And obviously I have this idealized, you know, version of how 

my mother would’ve handled it in my head. Just 'cos I don’t think my father’s handled it 

particularly well, you know. And in my head, I obviously believe she would’ve been this 

amazing support system and would’ve completely dedicated her life to her children.  

03.31.31 And would’ve thought about nothing else. And you know, that’s the way she would have 

lived, you know. And maybe that’s possible. Most likely, it’s you know, probably 

somewhere in between that and maybe what my father’s done. And so that’s the dilemma. 

Essentially thinking about my mother in the idealized Kathy Chirls, you know, which 

happens a lot because, I don't know.  

03.32.05 That’s just, I guess, what everyone likes to do after someone’s dead, you know. Imagine 

them as this perfect human being. You know, and then there’s like, the more realistic, maybe, 

Kathy. I don’t even know what that is. (LAUGHS) I guess I only have the idealized version 

in my head most of the time, you know.  

03.32.30 She was pretty fucking rational though, to be honest. She was pretty rational human being, 

you know. But again, you never know how someone’s gonna react. You know, I’m sure 

before September 11th, I thought my father was a pretty rational guy, you know. Turns out he 

wasn’t quite so rational, you know. Who knows what my mother would have done. I don't 

know.  

03.33.01 I hope that she would have done a certain thing and I think she would have done a certain 

thing. But obviously I don't know for sure.  So yeah, and again, I don't know what she would 

have said. I don't know if she would have said, Nick, take a couple years off, there’ll be 

another job. Or Nick, this is really, really a good opportunity. You don’t want to pass this up. 

It’s a really good opportunity to do really good things in your career.   

03.33.38 I think both are totally possible, you know. I mean, she loved her job. She really, she wanted 

to do really well at her job, you know. There’s no reason why she wouldn’t have said, you 

know, just do your job. Go do your job now. This is a great opportunity and, you know, in 
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ten years’ time, maybe you’ll have done so well that you can go do all those other things, you 

know.  

03.34.05 I honestly don’t know. 

 

 JW:  Would you have followed her advice if she said that? 

 

03.34.14 NICK CHIRLS:  I probably would’ve done whatever she said. Most likely. So now I get 

slash have to decide by myself, essentially, you know.  

03.34.36 It’s like, funny 'cos a lot, I feel like a lot of kids in my position would be like, you know, a lot 

of them have like, parents who are like, you have to do this, you know, and that’s just it. 

Like, you have to do this. So I feel (LAUGHS) like a lot kids would like, almost like to be in 

my position. Obviously not have parents that died, but like to be in the position where like, I 

get to decide what I want to do.  

03.34.59 Period. And no one’s gonna tell me otherwise. At the same time, it’s like, kind of nice to 

have someone be like, just do this, you know. Like, just do this. So I don't know. It’s an 

interesting position. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:  Doesn’t get any easier. 

 

03.35.44 NICK CHIRLS:  Doesn’t get any easier. I know. I think I’m starting to realize that, too. Like, 

I’m starting to realize that like, I always thought like, college is like, or school in general, 

you know, obviously, I always thought it was like, god, I can’t wait until I just have a job.  

03.36.03 And then you get to go home every day and you don’t have to do anything. No homework, 

you know. But like, the fact is, is that there is kind of homework. And like, even more so 

like, the job that I’m doing, you know, I could be, you can get fired any day, you know.  

03.36.28 Gets a lot more stressful than college. I can’t be kicked out of college for having a bad day, 

you know. I can’t be kicked out of college for doing poorly on a test. I can be fired from my 

job for having a really bad day. You know, that’s the nature of sales and trading. It’s like, 
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you fuck up, you have a really bad day and it’s not like, don’t worry about it, don’t do it 

again. It’s like, take care. You know, that’s the nature of the job.  

03.36.58 So it’s just gonna get more stressful, you know. Like, there’s no job security whatsoever in 

the job that I’m choosing to do. 

 

 JW:  Is that totally true? 

 

03.37.13 NICK CHIRLS:  I mean, obviously if you get to a certain level, like, if you’re like, a big 

managing director or whatever, then that’s not true. Then obviously if you have a really bad 

day, you’ve been at the firm for what, ten, 15 years, like, you’re not gonna get fired that day.  

03.37.28 On the other hand, if you’re a junior person, like, the first few years, if you really screw up, if 

you make like, a really bad trade and lose the company a lot of money, they fire you. That’s 

how it works, you know?  So yeah, there’s no, there’s basically no job security whatsoever 

like, the first however many years.  You know, and then you become like, a tenured 

professor, essentially. You know, it’s essentially what happens. 

 

 JW:  After you’ve been there awhile? 

 

03.38.03 NICK CHIRLS:  Right. After you’ve been there for however many years. But for the first, 

you know, five whatever, five, eight, maybe ten years, it’s like, there’s really no job security. 

Another thing that’s worrisome is what if I’m just not good at it. I mean, I don’t think that’ll 

be the case for what like, I saw this summer and stuff like that.  

03.38.30 I think I could be really good at it. But. 

 

 JW:  Have you ever failed? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  I don't know. 

 

 JW:  You’d know. 
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03.38.45 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. I don’t think so, to be honest.  I mean, it’s funny. The whole 

interview process was pretty unreal. It was insane. (~JW~)  It was maybe the most miserable 

thing I’ve like, ever gone  through.  

03.39.04 The most stressful, miserable thing in the world. Like, basically, I mean, I knew it was 

competitive, but I didn’t realize how extremely competitive it was. Basically like, the way it 

worked is that I would say, maybe six or seven firms came and recruited on campus. Yeah, 

probably maybe six, seven or eight, something like that.  

03.39.32 And I would say that for each job, for each firm, at least, 'cos finance is huge now.  You 

know, 'cos it’s like, now the fact that doctors don’t make nearly what they made, now people 

are like, basically realizing that, you know, instead of going to med school for however many 

years and not making so much money, you know, or not making, you know, millions of 

dollars every year once you become a doctor, you know, I can just go to finance, just skip the 

whole school thing and make a lot of money.  

03.40.07 So a lot of people, lot more people are, essentially what’s happened is that no one’s going to 

med school anymore and everyone’s going into finance. At least from like, schools like Yale 

for example.  So for every firm, I’d say like, 200 to 250, maybe more people applied. Out of 

that, about 20 got, just got interviews at each firm.  

03.40.34 Out of the, you know, 200, 250.  Just got to sit down with someone and interview. Then out 

of that, I think five or six of the 20 were, or maybe seven, were invited for a second round 

interview. And then out of that, three or four people were hired.  

03.41.01 So three or four people out of, for each firm, so let’s say four people times six. Maybe 25. 

Maybe 25 to 30 kids were hired out of 250.  So it was really competitive. Way more 

competitive than I even imagined. So everyone is fighting for the same job, essentially, you 

know. So super-competitive and intense. And the interviews were brutal. (~JW~)  

03.41.34 Brutal. I mean, I mean, oh, things like, you know, things like, guy sat down, goes, this was 

actually my Lehman interview.  My first-round interview. He goes, talked for a little while. 

He goes, all right, takes out a stopwatch.  Goes, you have nine balls.   

03.42.03 One ball’s heavier than the other eight. And you have a balance. Every time you use that 

balance, it costs me money.  What is the fewest number of times you have to use the balance 

to find out which ball is the heaviest? So whatever. I went through the problem. And he’s 
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like, talk through it. And he goes, go. Starts the stopwatch. He goes, talk through it. Like, tell 

me what you’re thinking.   

03.42.28 And goes, go.  Starts the stopwatch. So I like, go through the whole process. 

 

 JW:  Tell me what you were saying. 

 

03.42.34 NICK CHIRLS:  So I go, well, I go, and obviously I’m going, trying to go like, fast here. I 

go, well, I think you could split up to four, four and one.  And weigh that. And then you 

could do whichever one’s heavier, you could two and two. And then whichever one’s 

heavier, you could do one and one. That’s the heaviest. So you could do, use the balance 

three times. And he goes, well, you’re wrong.  

03.43.00 And the correct answer’s two. And you just cost me 50 percent more money than I would 

have had to use.  He’s just like, staring at me. (LAUGHS) So I’m just like, you know, I’m 

sorry. I’m like, you know, I wasn’t laughing, but I was like, I’m sorry. You know, I just got 

there as quick as I could. He’s like, yeah, well, you did okay. You did better than most. But 

like, you know, you still weren’t right.  

03.43.30 You know, these people are just, they’re blunt and they’re to the point and they’re not nice, 

you know.  And they’re like, just the whole, and the whole interview’s brutal. The whole 

interview’s, they’re just grilling you. Anything you say, their first answer is why, you know, 

they’ll be like, you know, why, you know, what’s the, you know, federal funds rate in our 

economy right now.  

03.44 You know, it’s like, five, you know, five whatever, five and a quarter percent or, they’re like, 

do you think the Fed is gonna raise interest rates? And you say something, they go why. You 

say something again, they go why.  You know, it’s like, just a constant stream of whys. You 

know, if you don’t know exactly what you’re talking about, like, you’re fucked. They’re 

gonna like, eat right through you. So it was a brutal process. A miserable process.  

03.44.31 And like, I thought I was gonna go into the process  thinking I was gonna like, get every job I 

applied for, you know what I mean? And I didn’t, you know. I’m grateful that I got the job 

that I did.  So at the time, I thought that was kind of failing (LAUGHS)  in something. You 

know, I was upset. I was upset that I, you know, that these companies weren’t like, falling 

over each other for me, you know.   
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03.45.04 But it wasn’t like that at all. You know, it’s competitive. Really fucking competitive.   You 

know, and that’s at Yale. I mean, schools like, really good schools. Like Michigan, which has 

an amazing business school, who they’ll give like, one spot to.  You know, it’s like, super 

competitive.   

03.45.30 And interviewing with these people is not fun at all. At all. And the first couple, I wasn’t 

quite as prepared as I should have been. And I just got railed. I just got like, fucking reamed 

on.  It’s a really shitty process. And a lot of people are just assholes. Are just straight 

assholes, you know. 

03.45.58 Some guys just like, you know, they’re literally looking for a specific type of person, you 

know. And you know, they, you know, the first word you say to them that doesn’t go by 

right, and then the whole time they just like, fuck with you and just like, this one guy who 

like, only wanted to talk about race car driving the whole time. And obviously just was not 

gonna give me a job. Like, you can usually tell in like, the first like, 15 seconds. You can’t 

tell in the first 15 seconds if you’re gonna get the job.  

03.46.31 You can usually in the first 15 seconds if you’re not gonna get the job. And that was pretty 

clear for a couple of them.  For I don’t even know why.  So it was a weird process. 

Something that, and that’s another thing. It’s like, if I take a couple years off, like, do I have 

to go through that whole process again? It sucks. You know, like, I made it out alive. Like, 

do I want to like, go back into the, you know, for another dog fight.  

03.47.04 I don't know. So I don't know where we started. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.47.18 END OF TAPE #  NC37 
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04.01.07 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:  Tell me about the class you took. 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  Oh. Great class.  

 

 JW:  And the process. 

 

04.01.20 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah, weird. It was kind of a really weird experience.  Class was called 

Narratives of 9-11, English class. And we read all sorts of different things concerning 9-11. 

Novels and articles and movies and, you know, things like The Portraits of Grief and 

everything.  

04.02.00 You know, Spiegelman’s graphic novel, In the Shadow of No Towers. You know, we pretty 

much, we covered a lot. We covered a lot. And it was just, it was so valuable to be able to 

talk. And you know, it was an English class, so a lot of the class is, was supposed to be 

focused about the literature that was written about September 11th.   

04.02.32 Not necessarily September 11th itself. But you know, inevitably, I mean, people want to talk 

about September 11th, you know. They do. And inevitably a lot of class time kind of went in 

that direction. And it was just so valuable to be able to talk to a group of 20 other kids who 

are basically my age and don’t know my situation.   

04.03.16 None of them knew that my mother died in the World Trade Center. So essentially to be able 

to talk to them as one of them. As, anonymously, about September 11th. Which was like, 

crazy. It was wild.  

04.03.33 It was great. This was just, like, it was just so amazing, (LAUGHS) you know. Like, I just, I 

learned things about September 11th and about the people involved. And I just, I learned so 

much that I never, ever, ever would have been able to learn if I think they knew who, my 

position, my situation.   

04.04.01 You know, people like, I just don’t think that some of the things that were said would have 

been said in front of me, you know.  
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 JW:  Such as? 

 

04.04.16 NICK CHIRLS:  Oh man, there were so many. But I guess one of them, one of them that I 

always remember, I remember quite well was we’re reading through The Portraits of Grief, 

you know, the New York Times thing that they did. We’re kind of just flipping through 

them.  

04.04.35 And we’re talking about this one. Some guy that worked for Canter. One kid gets, or one kid 

says that he’s just sick of hearing about Canter people. He’s sick of hearing about another 

rich broker that died, you know.  

04.05.05 He’s just like, you know, I’m, you know, he’s like, I understand, you know, it’s like, not, not 

in an offensive way, but just like, you know, the fact like, when it says, you know, So-and-

So, who worked for Canter Fitzgerald, like, I just don’t want to read it anymore, you know. 

Things like that. Like, I just immediately disinterested 'cos I feel like I’ve read, you know, he 

has read, you know, 1000 other stories about some stockbrokers or whatever, you know, or 

traders, you know.  

04.05.36 He’s like, things like that, where I’m like, holy shit. Like, wow. (LAUGHS) You know, like, 

shit, you know, it was like, that’s maybe what a lot of people think when they sit down and 

read my mother’s little blurb. (?) it’s just like, who the fuck cares?  You know, I don’t want 

to hear about another trader, you know. Just things that are like, really eye-opening, that I 

don’t believe, that people won’t tell me, you know, what I mean?  (LAUGHS)   

04.06.06 That people just won’t tell me.  But that I want to know, you know. Just so, like, just (~JW~)  

 

 JW:  Did you say something? 

 

04.06.16 NICK CHIRLS:  What? In response to that?  Not really. What can I say? It’s his opinion, you 

know. He doesn’t, he’s disinterested in reading the stories about the traders. That’s his 

opinion. 

04.06.29  I can’t really say you’re wrong, you know what I mean? 

 

 JW:  Did you take an opposing viewpoint, though? Even nicely? 
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04.06.42 NICK CHIRLS:  (MID-STATEMENT) I mean, I just don’t, you know, it’s like, it’s the kind 

of thing, there’s just, that’s how he feels. You know, and I’m sure that, I’m sure (?) like, you 

know, well, that’s the truth. That’s who these people were and stuff like that. But you know, 

he makes a valid point.  

04.07.00 After reading 600 stories about that trader or, you know, if someone says something about 

like, you know, all the stories are so good. Like, there’s no doubt that there were a couple 

assholes in there, in that mix, that 3000, you know. It’s like, you know, just things like that, 

that I just never would hear, I don’t think, you know. So the professor knew my situation.  

04.07.32 You know, that my mother had passed away in the World Trade Center, but none of the kids 

did. And it was, whew, man. I mean, a lot of the times, I would just be like, fuck, like, holy 

shit (LAUGHS) you know, like, I never thought about that. But like, afterwards, I was really 

happy to hear that opinion, you know.  And it was just really refreshing to be able to talk 

about September 11th with people that were not being careful about it, you know.  

04.08.02 And I talked to, you know, obviously my best friends are not like, when I talk to them about 

September 11th and my mother, they’re not worried about upsetting me. But like, 

subconsciously, it’s got to be there. It’s got to be there in some fashion. And these people 

like, knew nothing about me, you know. And it showed, you know.   

04.08.31 So it was just, I can’t imagine any experience, anything like it. 'Cos I learned a lot of just 

about how people think about September 11th, essentially. 

 

 JW:  How did that help you on your journey? 

 

04.08.50 NICK CHIRLS:  Well, a lot of people are just very, very, and especially at Yale, because 

Yale is, well, every college is so liberal. But a lot of people are also just, you know, 

essentially anti-American at this point.  

04.09.03 Hate everything about America, you know. You know, I mean, look, I don’t like a lot of 

things about this country, but I realize that I’d much rather live in this country than a lot of 

places in the world, you know.  But a lot of kids are essentially like, you know, the idea of, 

you know, we brought this upon ourselves, you know. We had it coming to us and stuff like 

that.  
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04.09.33 Again, ideas that I think people avoid, obviously, saying those things in front of me.  You 

know, and obviously a lot, some comments, you know, really pissed me off. 

 

 JW:  Any you remember? 

 

04.09.55 NICK CHIRLS:  (MID-STATEMENT) Well, just things like that. You know, like, oh well, 

you know, not in these exact words, but essentially pointing out, you know, these rich traders 

or whatever that, you know, only cared about money and, you know, it’s just a symbol of 

this, you know, American globalization, capital, you know, capitalist structure. And you 

know, they had it coming to them, essentially, you know. Obviously those things make me 

very angry, you know.  

04.10.32 But I still wanted to hear them, you know. 

 

 JW:  Why? 

 

04.10.39 NICK CHIRLS:  ‘Cos I want to know what people really think, you know, not necessarily 

what people think in front of me or to me, you know.  And sure I get that on, I, you know, 

you watch whatever, the news, and you get those opinions on occasion. But to see it like, in 

person, to hear it in person in a classroom, uh, was powerful, it was really powerful.   I 

thought about, I thought about when the class ended, sending like, an email to the class like, 

essentially like, thanking them for this, for that experience.  

04.11.23 But then I realized it would just be like, I don't know. I felt it was a little unfair, you know, to 

do that to them. (LAUGHS) So that was that. 

 

 JW:  What do you think of the site? 

 

04.11.49 NICK CHIRLS:  I heard about some new, honestly, to be totally honest, I don’t follow it 

anymore. And I just like, I’m totally, I just don’t care about it anymore.  

04.12.05 I don’t, it’s not that I don’t care about it. I just, when they have the exact final plan, they 

don't even when they have the exact final plan, because so many times there’s been exact 

final plan. When it starts being built, when it’s built, then I’ll form an opinion, I think.  
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04.12.30 Because at this point, the families don’t really have a voice anymore. No one really has a 

voice anymore, except for the few on the development board and the mayor and the 

governor. And the Port Authority. You know?  No one else really has a voice. No one else is 

really making any decisions down there, you know. So I don’t feel like, I don’t feel like I can 

do anything. Maybe that’s wrong. Maybe I should be doing something, or should have done 

something. But I don't know. At this point, I don’t feel like I can.   

04.13.03 And I’m just tired of hearing about the squabbling and, you know, I feel like I’ve seen a 

million different designs at this point. And I’ll see it when it’s done, you know. That’s how I 

feel, to be honest. Yeah. And I, you know, I hear about things like the big issue among the 

families now is whether the names are listed in alphabetical order, or if they’re random or if 

firefighters get some symbol next to their name to show that they were firefighters.  

04.13.42 And honestly, I just don’t, I don’t care about that stuff. That, that doesn’t matter to me. It’s 

like, it’s totally inconsequential to me, you know. I’d like my mother’s name to be there.  I’d 

like it to be unique in some sort of way.  

04.14.05 Even if it’s just her name, I’m fine. You know, I’m not gonna be pissed that she doesn’t have 

a symbol next to her or something, you know what I mean? I don’t think that’s what it should 

be about. So, I’ve kind of avoided, you know, reading about it or listening to it or any of that. 

So. I did see the most current design, though, on like, CNN or something.  

04.14.31 It’s cool. I don't know. 

 

 JW:  What about squash this year? 

 

04.14.36 NICK CHIRLS:  Well, squash last year was, we won. Which was awesome.  We won the Ivy 

League. First time in like, fifteen years for Yale. So that was really, really, really cool. Really 

fun.  And I was elected captain, so I’m captain this year.   

04.14.58 Which is really exciting. And Kate’s the captain for the girls’ team. So that’s kind of cool.  

Unfortunately, we lost like, six seniors. So this year is technically like a rebuilding year, 

which kind of sucks for me, that it’s my last year.  You know, I can say it doesn’t matter, 

we’re gonna win anyway, but realistically, we’re a long shot to win.  

04.15.33 Not gonna say it’s impossible, but we’re a long shot.  But nonetheless, it’s really, really 

exciting to be captain. And an honor. And uh, obviously we’re gonna give it our best shot. 
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I’ll probably play number one.  So yeah, it’s gonna be a tough year. It’s gonna be a good 

year, though. I’m excited. And this, this Squash Haven program, I’m really, really excited 

about.   

04.15.59 I’ve wanted to do it for awhile and we’re gonna do it, so I’m just as, I’m almost just as 

excited about that as actually playing squash for the team, so we’ll see what happens. So 

yeah. 

 

 JW:  Any sign (of the bird?)? 

 

04.16.41 NICK CHIRLS:  I had this dream, which was the first dream I had about my mother in 

awhile. Which was really nice.  I don't know. I’m thinking about getting a tattoo of that little 

bird on my shoulder for awhile. Might do it.  

04.17.02 So I don't know. It’s like, everyone, like, everyone that has someone that’s died in their life, 

the first thing is like, let’s get a tattoo. Like, it doesn’t (LAUGHS) really make that much 

sense, you know what I mean?  When you actually think about it. It’s like, doesn’t really, it’s 

retarded kind of. But I kind of want to do it anyway, so we’ll see, you know.  I don't know, 

though, signs. 

 

 JW:  Any spiritual awakenings? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  I don’t think so. 

 

 JW:  Not that there has to be. 

 

04.17.44 NICK CHIRLS:  (MID-STATEMENT) Maybe there will be tomorrow. I don't know. It’s 

funny how it’s always, as long as I can remember, every year it’s been very windy every 

September 11th. Like, scary windy. Like, to go down in the site, and it feels like it’s so windy 

that it almost sounds like there are airplanes like, overhead, kind of.  

04.18.11 I always remember, maybe it’s just the site itself is like, a place where it’s windy or 

something. It is kind of close to the water. I don't know. I swear to you, though, every year 

it’s been windy. So we’ll see if it happens again tomorrow. But (~JW~)  
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 JW:  The word that comes to mind for me is Biblical. 

 

04.18.34 NICK CHIRLS:  Certainly.  Certainly. I remember one year it was like, you could hardly 

hear like, the people saying the names in the microphones over the wind. It’s weird. It’s eerie 

for sure. So. My father’s reading names tomorrow. 

 

 JW:  How do you feel about that? 

 

04.19.02 NICK CHIRLS:  It’s fine. I think it’s good that he’s doing it. I’d rather him do it than not do 

it. So. But I don't know. I think tonight’ll probably be just as important as tomorrow for me.  

It’s weird. Something about five years is weird. 

 

 JW:  Why? 

 

04.19.29 NICK CHIRLS:  (MID-STATEMENT) it shouldn’t be weird because it’s like, it’s just an 

arbitrary number, really. You know, four, five, six, seven, you know.  But I don't know. 

There’s something like, I don't know. It’s hard to put words to. Five years feels, it’s the first 

time where it feels long. It doesn’t actually feel long. I mean, the event feels like it was a 

week ago. Feels like my mother died a week ago.   

04.20.00 But like, five years, to say it, it sounds long. Like, two years, three years, four years, it still 

seems short. Five years, I guess maybe it’s the first year where it’s like, it sounds long, you 

know. I mean, I haven’t seen or talked to my mother in five years. Seems like a really long 

time. So maybe that’s it.  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS) 

 

 JW:  I'm interested in the spectrum of time. When we first met, you were (~I~)   

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  Sixteen. 
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 JW:  And now you’re 21. You’re a man now. Talk about that? 

 

04.21.09 NICK CHIRLS:  lot of ways too. I mean, honestly, I think I have very similar responsibilities 

to when I was 16.   You know, I think I’m still dealing with the same issues.  School.  My 

little brother and little sister, obviously.   

04.21.44 Same friends, the same family problems.  You know, I think a lot of it is the same, to be 

honest. I don’t feel significantly different. Though I live away from home, which is different.   

04.22.09 Obviously, in a year, my life is gonna change tremendously.  My mother is less clear in my 

head, in my mind.   

04.22.32 But I feel, I think, honestly, I think, I think the day after the day, September 11th, like, I got, I 

had to grow up that day, you know. And I think, I mean, I think I’m still fundamentally the 

same person that I was when I was five or four.  

04.22.59 You know, I think I’m the same person. And I think that my responsibilities obviously 

changed significantly on September 11th.  But comparing today to September 11th, I think my 

responsibilities are pretty similar. I think they’re about to change, which is so terrifying. 

 

 JW:  Where do you think you’ll be in two years? 

 

04.23.27 NICK CHIRLS:  (LAUGHS) I don't know.  I don't know.  I really don’t know.  I usually 

have an answer for that question. I usually have an answer for that question. I don’t know. 

But I got to figure it out soon.   

 

 JW:  Any other thoughts? 

 

04.24.03 NICK CHIRLS:  I think just the biggest revelation is that I think after a couple years, I have 

like, something to say, you know, about stuff. Whether it’s, you know, some of it’s bad, you 

know. But at least I’m like, thinking it and acknowledging it, you know.  

04.24.32 And acknowledging that I’m not gonna be happy all the time and uh, dealing with it 

appropriately instead of just ignoring it. So I think that’s, you know, I think that’s good. 

Instead of just the last two years thinking what I was supposed to think and doing what I was 

supposed to do.  
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04.25.02 Just going through the motions. But not really thinking about them, you know. So. 

 

 JW:  Is that why you’re at a crossroads? 

 

04.25.16 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah. I think so. And just like, just being more truthful with myself, you 

know? Not like, just, you know, not telling myself I’m happy.  

04.25.31 Just, well, everything’s perfect just for, just because that’s what I have to tell to himself, you 

know.  So. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS) 

 

04.27.25 END OF TAPE #  NC38 
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