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01.00.16 PICTURE UP 

 
 JW:  How are you doing? 

 

01.00.20 NICK CHIRLS:   Good, I’m good, yeah, I’m actually good. (LAUGHS) Believe it or not. 

 

 JW:  You seem thoughtful? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:  What’s your year been like? 

 

01.01.05 NICK CHIRLS:   I don't know where to begin. 

 

 JW:  We ended at school last year and you were going to a cocktail party? 

 

01.01.20 NICK CHIRLS:   Which was awesome. We’re actually, we’re doing another one this year. 

We’re gonna try like making it an annual thing. Yeah, we’re having it Monday night at my 

mom’s friend it hosting it this year.  So. Yeah, it’s a really nice thing.  I’m glad we’re doing 

it again. 

 

 JW:  You pushed for that? 

 

01.01.43 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah. I had to. Yeah, it made my dad very uncomfortable, the whole thing. 

For one reason or another. He’s not, he’s not participating this year.  So.   

01.02.03 He’s not going. He won’t be at the memorial, either. So.  That’s that. (LAUGHS) I guess.  I, 

my sister is coming. I hope my brother comes. But.  
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 JW:  How did he do with it last year? 

 

01.02.30 NICK CHIRLS:   I mean, I had to push for it, you know? I think he ended up actually 

enjoying it, I think. It definitely made him uncomfortable. It was really nice, though. I mean, 

everyone that went loved it. You know? Everyone had a really good time, I think.  But yeah, 

I mean, for one reason or another, he didn't, was uncomfortable about the whole thing.   

01.03.02 So.   

 

 JW:  Did you ask about this year? 

 

01.03.09 NICK CHIRLS:   Well, no. I mean, I, I asked him about doing it, like I let him know that I 

want to do it again. That I’ve like talked to some of my mother’s friends. We’ve been talking 

about, you know, doing it again, just 'cos it was so nice. And so I was like, listen you can 

take as big or small role as you’d like.  

01.03.33 You don't have to host it again this year, like if you don't want to. Basically just put the ball 

in his court. And yeah, I mean, he just emailed me back, I emailed him and stuff. And he 

emailed me back saying like just don't, I don't, I would rather not be involved this year.  Or 

(?) really in the future. Just fine.   

 

 JW:  Was fucked up? 

 

01.04.07 NICK CHIRLS:   It’s kind of fucked up, yeah. (LAUGHS) Yeah, that’s kind of fucked up.  

But you know, I, the worst, the worst thing, though, the worst thing is he, he pressured like 

he, he pressures my little brother to kind of like do the same stuff.  

01.04.29 It’s, he’s doing. Like sister was telling me like Dad said that, my dad said that, told Dylan it 

would be like inappropriate or something for him to like go to the memorial this year or 

something.  Like with me and Sydney. Like he just does these weird, he pressures my brother 

these weird ways, to like not remember my mom. It’s very odd.  I just don't, I don't really 

understand it, really. 
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 JW:  What do you think it’s about? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.05.20 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, I don't really know. It’s.  It’s just I think it’s like his odd sense of 

like what it means to move on. And I think that for him, that, that means not (?) like just, I 

don't even know.  I don't understand it. Like it doesn’t make (LAUGHS) sense to me, the 

way he deals with it. It just doesn’t make any sense to me.  It’s really weird. And I don't 

know. I don’t understand.  

01.05.59 But he doesn’t want to. I don't know. He doesn’t want to really do anything to like 

commemorate my mother or like remember her or anything.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.06.31 NICK CHIRLS:   So yeah, I guess that’s where we stand. But I don't know. He’s so funny. I 

mean, like we had this long talk about like, you know, me like letting him like he’s saying 

like you have to let me like move on and heal like the way that makes sense to me. Which I 

always have, you know?   

01.06.57 He hasn’t done that for his children. And it’s just. When he like pressures my brother, it’s 

just very odd.  It’s very odd.  So. You know, I mean, he’s, my brother’s 11 now. You know, 

he’s, he’s old enough to honestly make, like he’s old enough to make those decisions, like 

whether or not he wants to go to the memorial.  

01.07.32 Whether or not you know, he wants to go to this cocktail party (?) Monday night for my 

mother. You know, he is at the age where he can start making those decisions. And he should 

be allowed to, without, you know, anyone looking over his shoulder and pressuring him into 

doing one thing or the other, you know? So. My father’s just hypocritical. You know?  

01.08.04 In some ways, though, I mean, him not going to the cocktail party, the memorial? Quite 

frankly might make the whole thing more enjoyable, you know?  'Cos like. You know, he’s 

always like he’s just so visibly uncomfortable at these thing that it like makes us kind of, like 

makes me uncomfortable.  
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01.08.34 You know, like when we go to the memorial every year, the whole time he just like wants to 

get out of there, you know? The whole time, he’s just like you know, he’s like just 

(LAUGHS) ready to leave, you know? Like the second we get there. So that’s not really a 

good thing for me and my sister and my brother. So maybe it’ll be better without him, to be 

honest.  

01.09.03 I’m actually kind of looking forward to it (LAUGHS). So.  That’s that. 

 

 JW:  Is it a Bobbie thing? 

 

01.09.14 NICK CHIRLS:   I think it’s my dad. I think it’s my dad. I mean, I think, I think in a lot of 

ways, Bobbie is like I don’t know. Bobbie’s got her whole fucking bag of problems as well, 

you know, she. I think she’s almost more open to the idea of like you know, remembering my 

mother and, and talking about her and stuff like that than my dad is.  

01.09.42 My dad has these very stringent views of like just what it means to move on and like what it 

means to like you know, create a new life with his new wife and stuff like that. And that has 

to be totally  separate than my mother. And what he had with my mother, you know?  Has to 

be like, it’s like very he, he deals with these things in like a very, very black and white kind 

of way, you know?  

01.10.06 Not in like a rational. He’s just not a rational (LAUGHS) human being, really. At all. That 

said, though I’m actually getting along with him better than I have. You know? I’ve just kind 

of like, I’ve honestly like come to a place where like I just like (?) just laugh at him to 

myself. You know? 

01.10.31 Or just like he’s just so insane, and so irrational that it’s just like I’ve gotten to the point 

where like it doesn’t even upset me anymore. You know?  It’s just like, that’s that, that’s who 

he is, you know? I’m not gonna change it, no one’s gonna change that. That’s just who he is.  

And it’s better for me I think just to acknowledge that.  

01.11.00 It’s honestly it’s like treating him like a little child. It is. I mean, it’s like a little kid, like little 

kids don't like think, right? Sometimes? Like they’re irrational, right, with little babies? It’s 

kind of like what he (LAUGHS) like sometimes it’s just like he goes on these like crazy rant, 

irrational, let’s just (?) none of it makes sense, you know? So you have to sit there and just be 
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like ok. Ok. You’re (LAUGHS) right. You know, there’s like nothing you can really say. To 

someone like that who can’t like really reason and compromise.  

01.11.32 Like dealing with a little kid (LAUGHS). Basically. You know? So.   

 

 JW:  The party was great? 

 

01.11.51 NICK CHIRLS:   It was so amazing. (~JW~)  It was one of those kind of things where like 

everyone there was like why haven’t we been doing this every year, you know what I mean?   

01.12.00 Like it was just so nice. Nothing, just you know, like having a chance to sort of just spend a 

few hours with all my mom’s friends. You know, and like just talk about her and hear stories 

that I’ve never heard before. And you know? Stuff like that’s just nice. And even if, even if 

like it’s the kind  of thing also where like it doesn’t even have, you don't even have to be like 

talking about my mother. Like just having all of her friends and family and stuff like that 

there, you can just kind of like feel her presence there.   

01.12.39 It’s just nice.  So, and especially because the fact is is that my father isn’t really friends with 

these people any more. I, I don't get to see them very often. So. You know, having a night 

where I can kind of like catch up with all my mom’s friends is really, really nice, and really 

important.  So.   

01.13.10 And they want, you know, they want to see us, you know, they want to see like Dylan. But 

how, how are they gonna see Dylan if or Sydney, how are they gonna see them if my dad 

isn’t friends with them anymore, you know? Like I actually, my mother’s friends have 

actually like tried to take like Dylan and Sydney out to dinner, like lunch or something like 

that, and like because my dad isn’t friends with them anymore, he like doesn’t allow it.  

01.13.39 You know? It’s kind of unfair to them.  

 

 JW:  What do they think? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   I don't know. It’s too bad. I mean, like. 

 

 JW:  Do you get any sense of how they feel about it? 
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01.13.55 NICK CHIRLS:   I think it upsets them, you know? Like my mom was a part of their lives, 

you know, my brother and my sister and I were also part of their lives, you know? I think, I 

like I literally see my mom’s friends like going up to Dylan and just wanting to talk to him 

all night. 'Cos they like miss him, you know? And Sydney, too.  So.  It’s really, really nice. 

I’m really happy that it’s gonna be come like an annual thing.  It should have been from the 

beginning.  So.   

 

 JW:  Who’s holding it this year? 

 

01.14.35 NICK CHIRLS:   Sara Lee. Do you know her? I’m sure you’d recognize her. She was like 

one of my mom’s closest friends. She actually lives right across the street from the World 

Trade Center.  So.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.14.55 NICK CHIRLS:   (MID-STATEMENT) like her whole, her whole, her apartment was like 

completely, completely ruined. On September 11th.  She, she couldn’t live there for like a 

year. So.   

 

 JW:  How was your year? 

 

01.15.21 NICK CHIRLS:   It was awesome. It was really good. It was a really good year.  It’s really, 

really odd that (LAUGHS) that I’m done with college. But. 

 

 JW:  (COACHES RESPONSE)  

 

01.15.35 NICK CHIRLS:   That I’m done with college. It’s just weird. Like I have no idea where the 

last four years of my life went, you know?   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)   
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 NICK CHIRLS:   It’s just weird, it’s weird to be done. 

 

 JW:  What does that mean? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.16.07 NICK CHIRLS:   I’m, I’m, I was ready to be done. I was ready to be done. Four years was 

like a, for me it was like a perfect amount of time, you know?  It was the kind of thing where 

like right at the end, was obviously like sad to leave and, I was ready, though. I was ready, I 

was ready to move on to a new thing.   

01.16.35 But this year was awesome. I lived with, with four other guys in this like amazing apartment.  

(STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.16.55 NICK CHIRLS:   It was like this unbelievable apartment that we somehow got.  And. (?) 

Squash was good. I was the captain, it was fun.  We didn’t do too well, though.  (LAUGHS) 

It’s still fun. I don't know. So many things happened this year. (?)  

 

 JW:  What about squash? 

 

01.17.27 NICK CHIRLS:   Squash was boring. It was like a boring year for squash. We did ok. We 

were like mediocre. Well, we were good. I mean, we were like 4th in the country. But for us, 

it was kind of like mediocre year.  My (?) my, my junior year was like our big year. And then 

(?) we graduated like all these people. So we were, this was a year it was kind of like a 

rebuilding year for us.   

01.18.01 In some ways it was, it was a little less like stressful. I was a little less competitive, just 

because we kind of knew that like be like one in a thousand for us to win. The whole deal.  

So it was a little more laid-back, I think. It’s (?) 'cos I was the only senior on the team this 

year.  But.  
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01.18.32 I’m happy to be done with squash, I can tell you that. Really happy.  (~JW~)  Really happy. I 

still play a lot. I love squash, but just having, having to go like, having to go play it for like 2 

hours, 3 hours every single day. Like just got tiresome. You know? Do anything that much 

every day it’s like gets old.   

01.19.04 For me, at least.  But, yeah. I’m also just ready to like play it recreationally, you know? Like 

not really care about it, so.  Yeah.  I was in a secret society (LAUGHS).  

01.19.31 That was actually honestly the best, that was the best part of my year. To be honest.  So.   

 

 JW:  Can you talk about it? 

 

01.19.40 NICK CHIRLS:   No, I mean, yeah, I mean, (?) it was just, it was.  Like unbelievable 

experience. I was with it’s, it’s me and 12 other guys. Some of which, some of whom I, I 

knew like a little bit.   

01.20.02 Mostly, mostly people in my society, I, I didn't know at all before this year.  And actually it’s 

just an incredible experience. Like you spend a lot of time with these people. And you know, 

within a year, like by the end of the year I felt like I, they were like my closest friends, 

practically. 'Cos you spent a lot of time with these people, so. 

 

 JW:  What do you do? 

 

01.20.35 NICK CHIRLS:   Well, the biggest thing is, is you give your bio to 12 other people.  Where 

you like spend a whole night, like 6 hours, 7 hours, whatever, however long it takes, and you 

sit down and you literally (?) tell like 12 other guys your whole life.  You know? Like your 

whole life story, which is weird, to like sit down and like summarize your whole life.  

01.21.09 And also, like incredible. You know, like you, like it was just learn amazing things about 

people, you know?  And it’s like a very open environment, people are very forthcoming.  So 

it’s an amazing experience. That’s like a big part, just (?) it’s basically you meet, we met 

twice a week. 

01.21.38  Like pretty much the whole night.  We spent a lot of time with people. 

 

 JW:  That’s a lot? 
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 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah.  So. It was an unbelievable experience, amazing. So. 

 

 JW:  Are there several secret societies at Yale? 

 

01.21.55 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, there’s, there’s (?) a bunch. There is. I mean, they’re not really 

secret anymore.  You know what I mean? Like everyone knows like who’s in them and this 

and that.  I think there’s like, I mean, there’s probably like 12 or 15 or something.  There’s a 

bunch.  So.  Really good experience.  That kind of changed, shaped my whole year, more or 

less. 

 

 JW:  Guys and girls? 

 

01.22.33 NICK CHIRLS:   My society actually is, is the last society that’s all guys.  Which was 

actually awesome.  It was totally awesome. 

 

 JW:  Which one was it? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   It’s not. Yeah, it’s a different one (LAUGHS). 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.23.02 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, it was nice. I mean, you just like there are things like you know, 

especially in like a bio-type environment, like biography, when you’re like sitting down 

telling, there are things that like you would rather tell to like guys. You know? Instead of like 

being a co-ed environment. It just, it’s a different experience. I loved it, though. I really liked 

it.  You know?   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS Re: college societies)  
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01.23.55 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, I mean, it was the kind of thing where like, like Thursday nights you 

would usually meet all night, and then sometimes like go out afterwards. I got to the point 

where at the end of the year it was just like we just want to like hang out (LAUGHS) you 

know? Like it was just got really close with these guys.  And all sorts of different people, you 

know? Like a pretty diverse group of kids. 

 

 JW:  Are you still in touch? 

 

01.24.28 NICK CHIRLS:   Definitely.  A bunch of them have moved to New York.  Some of then not, 

but we always, I mean, we’re all, we all stay in touch, so.   

 

 JW:  Are they doing Wall Street? 

 

01.24.47 NICK CHIRLS:   Some of them, some of them are.  Kind of all over the place.  Bunch of 

them actually are working on Wall Street.  It’s kind of like the default (LAUGHS) job at 

Yale these days. Kind of.   

 

 JW:  How is Wall Street? 

 

01.25.16 NICK CHIRLS:   I don't know. Really yet.  I mean.  I’ve been training these last couple of 

months, you know like it’s been kind of bullshit. I take, I mean, I’ve taken like, I’ve taken 

like this series 7, series 63 and stuff like that, you know about these tests (~JW~)  right, yeah, 

yeah, like things that you have to take to (~JW~)  yeah.   

01.25.39 So I’ve been kind of doing that the last couple of months.  Yeah, actually it’s like (?) it’s 

ruthless, ruthless (LAUGHS) business. I mean, I’m sure your business is ruthless, too, right? 

 

 JW:  Working for this company is secure, but I still have to nail it.  I think I can continue to 

be Ok, like anything? 
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01.26.58 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, I think, I mean, it definitely depends on definitely depends on the 

person and like how you can kind of (?) handle things and process things.  (~JW~)  I don't 

think I am (~JW~)   

 

 JW:  What do you? 

 

01.27.16 NICK CHIRLS:   So, like we’re go, we go, the first day of work, basically like there are, they 

hired about 70 of us. Like in a general sales and trading program. (~JW~)  

01.27.35 So within sales and training, there are, there are all these different like desks, right? Like (?) 

bond, bond, corporate bond desk and this desk and all these different desks that do, trade 

different things.  So for one reason or another, there’s like, there’s a pretty big discrepancy 

between desks.  

01.28.00 You know? There’s some desks that are like awesome, and some that are kind of shitty.  By 

that I mean like well, one some desks just make a lot more money than other desks.  And 

then some desks are also just more like interesting and challenging and intellectual than 

others. You know, like some desks are like a, more like a broker type desk. You know, and 

brokers, they’re not like making any decisions.  

01.28.31 They’re just matching up people, you know? And then there are desks that are actually are 

like more like (?) you know, like proprietary desks.  Where it’s, desks that are basically like 

the company. You’re not really working for clients. It’s more like the company’s giving you, 

like Lehman’s giving you Lehman money and telling you to like invest it, basically.  You 

know, just 'cos you’re smart, I guess, you know, but those are desks are obviously more 

interesting and challenging 'cos you’re thinking, you know?   

01.29.03 So anyway, so that’s, that’s the case. And it’s the same at every firm.  So there are 70 of us, 

and, you know, each desk hires probably on average like 1 or 2 kids.  So the first three weeks 

of work, you like rotate. Our, my first three weeks there, you like rotate between the desks 

and you’re basically like the first month was basically like interviews.  

01.29.32 With all the different desks. And it’s a dogfight. It’s like a total dogfight. It’s odd, because 

you know, you’re coming into this company and you’re meeting all these people for the first 

time, and then you have to kind of like fight with them over jobs. You know? It’s like a very 

odd situation.  Where like you’re meeting people, it’s, it’s, it’s weird. I don't think it’s done 
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right. Like Lehman from a firm standpoint, probably wants everyone to come in and like 

work together as a team.  

01.30.02 Instead of like kind of like I mean, it’s not like people are like killing each other, but it’s, it’s 

definitely. It was one of the more competitive things I’ve ever been (~JW~)  involved with. 

 

 JW:  What are some examples of the competitiveness? 

 

01.30.27 NICK CHIRLS:   Well it’s all bull, I mean, it’s all bullshit. You know, it’s all like just 

kissing ass for a month. You know? 'Cos you can’t really. I mean, how much are you gonna 

really like, from this, from these guys’ standpoint that are on the desk, that are hiring us, like 

how much can you really like figure out about a person in like two hours? You know what I 

mean?  So a lot of it just ends up being like, you know, just sucking dick (LAUGHS) for like 

a month. Is really, I mean, it is. You know, it’s just. Just like schmoozing and all this 

garbage.  

01.31.00 And I hate that stuff. So it’s not a fun month (LAUGHS) for me.  And some of these kids are 

just like manipulative, and, and you know, really unbelievably insanely competitive.  And 

will like do anything to like get the job they want, quite frankly. (~JW~)  

01.31.33 The Wharton kids, man. They are ruthless bunch, you know? They really are. It’s like they 

would, doing like business their whole life, they’re like a boring, ruthless bunch (LAUGHS) 

basically.  So it was weird. It was really weird. It was a weird month.  But it worked out well.  

I got like a, a good desk that I wanted to be on.  

01.32.02 I’m actually working with a, my boss is a, a, was knew my mother quite well. So that's kind 

of cool.  So that’s nice.   

 

 JW:  Is there a connection there? 

 

01.32.24 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, definitely. Definitely.  Really good guy. Knew my mother. Met him 

last summer, actually.  I’m really actually psyched about working for him.  He’s like totally 

not like a Wall Street douche bag, you know? Take very kind of, very down to earth. Just you 

know, does his own thing, goes to work every day.  
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01.33.00 It’s not like you know, he’s like a quieter guy, but a really nice guy and really smart guy.  So.  

I’m, I’m actually psyched to go work for him.  And I start Monday.  Six AM. (LAUGHS).  

So.   

 

 JW:  Are you nervous about it? 

 

01.33.27 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, I’m nervous. I mean, I, I, I hope I like my job, you know? I hope I’m 

given like a good, I, I mean, I hope I’m given responsibility and I hope I like what I do.  So.  

Yeah, I’m nervous. And excited. I mean, I, I think I might, I think I maybe will, so.   

 

 JW:  Do you have a sense of what you’ll be doing? 

 

01.34.05 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah. I mean, the first like 6 months or, or longer, you’re really just like, 

you’re really just learning. I mean, you’re like, you know, this, I’m like gonna bet his guy’s 

like apprentice kind of, you know? I’m not like making any big decisions. I’m just learning. 

I’m like learning the business, you know?  From this guy.   

01.34.31 I’m like watching what he does and he’s teaching me what he does.  And it’s like an 

apprenticeship, really.  And then at some point, you know, when I guess he decides or the 

firm decides, or whatever, then they start giving you like I guess it’s called like your own 

book. And then you start  I guess like trading.  So yeah.   

01.35.02 Yeah, I mean, the first six months to a year you’re just like learning the business. Like 

learning how to do what these guys do.  And they’re like you know, a part of their job is like 

supposed to be like training you, you know? And I mean, ideally you want to find a guy that 

like wants to do that.  You know? That like legitimately is interested in like taking you under 

his wing, which I think I, I found in this guy. So.   

 

 JW:  What’s his name? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   Jim.   

 

 JW:  Jim? 
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 NICK CHIRLS:   Good name. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.35.42 NICK CHIRLS:   (MID-STATEMENT) I’m working on a small desk, 'cos there’s only, I’m 

gonna be like the 6th person on the desk. It’s like a small group. They seem like a pretty tight-

knit group, so. 

 

 JW:  He’s the guy that runs the desk? 

 

01.35.58 NICK CHIRLS:   There’s one guy from Brooklyn on the desk, he’s kind of cool. So it’s like 

a good group.   

 

 JW:  Any other newbie’s? 

 

01.36.09 NICK CHIRLS:   No, I’m the, I’m the only one.  I’m the only new guy, so.  But there’s one 

guy that’s like a year or two older than me, they hired him a year or two ago, so it’s pretty 

young as well. I mean, everyone’s young. This guy’s I mean, this guy’s like old. For like 

Wall Street, you know?  

01.36.31 He’s probably like 50. And he’s like really old (LAUGHS).  You know, took a young 

business.  So.   

 

 JW:  What’s going on? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.37.03 NICK CHIRLS:    (MID-STATEMENT) I keep losing my train of thought.  I fell in love 

with traveling this year. I went to some awesome places. I went to, I went to China and Japan 

over winter break, and then I went to Brazil for spring break. And I kind of like fell in love 

with traveling, which I never really knew.  
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01.37.34 I wish I had known earlier, so I could have done more of it. China like blew me away.  Like 

totally 100% blew me away. Like most amazing place I’ve ever been. I’m like, could like 

maybe live there. But I would have to learn how to speak Chinese. That’s a problem.  No, it 

was like (?) my best, one of my good friends, Patrick, I’ve told you about him, he spent the 

semester there.  

01.38.05 So I went and met him in China for like the last couple of weeks. He’s in Shanghai. Then we 

went to Tokyo, and it was just like an unbelievable trip, unbelievable experience, loved it.  

China’s fucking crazy.  It’s just nuts. It’s like everything is so, it’s just a really, really 

exciting place, you know?  

01.38.30 It’s like, it’s like New York like a (?) like so many parts, like there’s like this artist district. 

And it’s like these Chinese people that like just live and work in like these kind of lofts, 

artists lofts.  But it was just like real, you know what I mean?  It was like, it was like SoHo, 

probably like a 100 years ago.  You know what I mean?  Like it wasn’t bullshit, you know?  

01.39.04 Like everything there is like real and new, and everyone’s psyched, 'cos they have money for 

the first time in their whole lives. You know?  And there’s like this growing middle class, 

and it’s just like, like you can feel the excitement there, of like you can like feel the change. 

And I was only there for like 2 weeks. Yeah. I mean, no one, I mean, no one has any political 

rights, but. Shanghai’s crazy. Just crazy place.   

01.39.39 Nothing about it feels like a communist country at all, in any way. Except for the fact that 

people have no political rights (LAUGHS).   

 

 JW:  Can you feel that part, the political rights part? 

 

01.40.00 NICK CHIRLS:   It’s there. You know? I mean, no one can really like speak their mind about 

Communist party or everything’s censored.  It’s weird. But then there are like billionaires 

walking around, you know? (LAUGHS) in like Communist China. It’s very odd. It’s like a 

totally kind of backwards place. Right now. And they’re like kind of trying to figure out like 

how to make it all work, you know?   

01.40.34 But like even going out at night I’m like talking to like these like, I guess like new wealthy 

Chinese people.  You know, they’re like so excited about like the future. And the future of 

China and it’s a cool place. There’s a good chance, well, there’s a, there’s a possibility I 
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might transfer to Hong Kong through Lehman  in like a year. I like fell in love with that part 

of the world, and kind of want to go back.   

 

 JW:  What is it about traveling? 

 

01.41.16 NICK CHIRLS:   I don't know, meeting people and feeling I guess like China felt also like 

adventurous, you know (LAUGHS) what I mean? 'Cos it’s just so different. You know? And 

it was exciting. Brazil, too, Rio was kind of fun.   

01.41.36 I don't know, I never really like knew that I liked, I was like into that. I wish I knew earlier. I 

wish I’d spent a semester abroad, that was my biggest mistake in college, is never doing that. 

I should have. Yeah.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.42.18 NICK CHIRLS:   It’s awesome, so beautiful. Rio’s like the craziest place. It’s like there are 

places that like look like Times Square, almost. But then like there’s like the beach, a block 

away, you know?  

01.42.31 And like people are walking around there, like, it’s like imagine going to like 42nd Street and 

like everyone’s walking around in bathing suits and stuff. You know? It’s totally laid back, 

really laid back culture. And kind of dangerous. But I actually never, I never felt unsafe once 

the whole trip, so.  We took, we went through, we met this guy who took us through like all 

these (pavellas?). Which was awesome. It was like such a cool thing. 

 

 JW:  They’re crazy? 

 

01.43.06 NICK CHIRLS:   Nuts.  It’s not, I mean, it’s all, you know, run by drug lords. But it’s 

interesting because once you get into the pavella, like not for people like us, but for the 

people that live there, it’s unbelievably safe. The stuff that’s not safe is when like the 

government comes in and starts, you know, shoot outs with the drug lords.  

01.43.31 But once you’re in there, like the drug lords don't allow like bullshit, you know what I mean? 

Like you don't, like you don't fuck around. You know? (LAUGHS) 'Cos it’s just not, like 
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everything is settled like within the community, you know, nothing goes to like court or 

anything. Like we actually, we were there and when we were there we saw this woman who 

apparently had like tried to like steal an apple or something from a grocery store.  

01.44.03 And in the middle of the grocery store, she was sitting on chair, they like caught her. She was 

sitting on a chair. And like this drug lord guy with like you know, diamond chains and like 

machine gun shit, was shaving her head in the middle of the grocery store. So like everyone 

knew that she was the woman that like stole the apple.  

01.44.29 And that was like her punishment, you know? Like everything’s like settled within the 

community, and like no one fucks around, because like that’s just not allowed, you know? 

It’s kind of cool, you know, totally like little self-run communities.   

 

 JW:  Those were in a magazine? 

 

01.44.56 NICK CHIRLS:   I mean, the thing is is that’s like, it’s not that bad. I mean, they’re run by 

drug lords, and that’s not a good thing. But like it’s pretty safe for the people that live in 

there, you know?  (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.45.15 END OF TAPE #  NC49 

 

TAPE # NC50 
Nick Chirls  09.08.07 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
02.00.00 PICTURE UP 

 
02.00.05 NICK CHIRLS:   (MID-STATEMENT) and this, this was different, you know? But.  Who 

am I to say anything about these things, you know?  Yeah.  So that was kind of a new thing 

for me, to do that.  Well, I should have brought, I should have brought my poem.  

02.00.34 I was in the Yale Literary Magazine this year, did I send that to you? 
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   That’s kind of cool. That was the first thing I ever like submitted anything 

or anything like that. That was kind of fun. I should have brought it..  Whatever. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   That was about a Brazilian whore. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   What do you recall about the extreme crossroads you were at last time, deciding on 

whether to start a foundation and other things? 

 

02.01.48 NICK CHIRLS:   I mean, I like to do all those things.  It’s hard, though.  It’s hard. Working 

is hard. You know?  Like working all day (LAUGHS). And then like going home and trying 

to do other things. It’s hard, you know?  

02.02.08 There’s only so many hours in the day. I’d like to find a way to be able to do all of those 

things.  Maybe like. I mean, it it just, you know, I, I don't know like where I’m at right now. 

You know, I told myself I’m gonna do this, I’m gonna work on this desk for 6 to like 8 

months and like reevaluate.  You know?  

02.02.35 Consider going to Asia. The other thing is it’s just like every, like all these firms now want 

everyone in Asia. Like opportunity there is much, much greater than it is here, you know? 

They are literally trying to just like ship entire like divisions over there.  So it’d be like a 

really easy thing to do. You know, I could probably go to Hong Kong like tomorrow if I 

wanted to.   

02.03.03 So yeah, I mean, kind of, I guess where I’m at right now is like I want to kind of reevaluate 

in like 6 to 8 months. I don't know why I chose 6 to 8 months (LAUGHS).  But yeah, maybe 

go to Asia.  Maybe stay, maybe quit. I don't know. I mean, I told myself that if I really do not 

like my job, I don't do it. 
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 JW:   Why did you decide to do it? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   Is there a weight on your back or something? 

 

02.04.08 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah. I, I mean, I just (?) don't know if I like I’m gonna like it or not. You 

know?   

 

 JW:   You’ve been in the culture for a while, and now getting into it more? 

 

02.04.40 NICK CHIRLS:   I’ve been in it, I haven’t actually done anything, ever. You know? Like 

ever job I’ve had, for like Canter or for Lehman last summer, I haven’t actually like produced 

anything for them.  So thus far it’s been unsatisfying.  

02.05.01 You know?  I’ve done nothing. I’ve just been a drain on all of these places that I’ve been, 

basically, you know?  So this is (~JW~)    

 

 JW:    (?)  

 

01.05.12 NICK CHIRLS:   No, but I mean, I wasn’t producing for them.  And I think, I mean, in any 

job, right, that’s, that’s the best part, right? When you actually do something for the people 

that you work for, for yourself or you know?   

 

 JW:   You’d be surprised at how many people don’t? 

 

02.05.39 NICK CHIRLS:   I guess so.  But I think now I’m finally in a place where I actually have like 

a legitimate opportunity to produce something.  So. It’s a little more exciting. But I don't 

know. I mean, I just don't know.  

02.06.00 And I told myself, and I hope I’m honest enough with myself that I wouldn’t do a job that I 

don't like.  So I just have to see. I mean, I’m, I’m, I want to be open to it. I mean, the reason I 
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got into it is because (?) well, one, I am just interested in like the markets, you know? I 

always have been, like I grew up on that, you know? Like from my mother.  

02.06.31 She (?) loved it. My mother loved her job.  And so I kind of grew up on it and I’ve always 

been interested in it.  I’m (?) we’ve talked about this before. I’m doing it in a lot of ways for 

my mother. But she would want me to just do whatever made me happy.   

 

 JW:   We haven’t really talked about it? 

 

02.07.10 NICK CHIRLS:   No, I mean, I think in a lot of ways I feel like. You know, my mother’s life 

was cut short.  I think in a lot of ways I’m going into this business to like kind of pick up 

where she left off.  And we had always talked about (?) me kind of going into this business, 

me and my mother.  

02.07.39 She really loved it. She loved her job.  Yeah, so kind of like the, it’s kind of like the last thing 

we talked about was me kind of doing this before she died. No, I mean, like the last time we 

had a talk before she died about what I want to do when I grow up.   

02.08.12 You know, and it ended me saying like yeah, I want to, I want to do what you do, you know? 

You like your job. I want to do what you do. And that was kind of like the last conversation 

we had about it, and so I feel like in some ways I have to like honor that conversation. You 

know?  But you know, I mean, I know at the end of the day, she would want me to do what 

makes me happy. That’s just, that’s the bottom line.  

02.08.42 And I know that.  So we’ll see. Maybe this’ll make me happy. And if it doesn’t then I’ll do 

something else that makes me happy, so. But I just don't know what (LAUGHS). I don't 

really know, I don't really know how I want to spend the next like 50 years of my life. It’s 

kind of odd and scary. 

 

 JW:   I just made a movie about that, kids just out of college? 

 

02.09.21 NICK CHIRLS:   I mean, it’s just weird. It’s like I haven’t lived that long, and like well, I 

know from my mother that like life is cut short sometimes.   

 

 JW:   Do you think about that a lot?  
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02.09.36 NICK CHIRLS:   I mean, at the same time, though, I mean, what I was gonna say is at the 

same time I feel like I’m gonna live a really long time. I might not. I acknowledge that I 

might not. But I feel like I am. And that’s kind of insane, like let’s say I’m gonna live 50 

years. Like what the hell am I gonna do for 50 years? You know? It’s crazy (LAUGHS).  So.   

02.10.05 I mean, I’d like to do a lot of different things, you know?  But it (?) I mean, all these jobs, it 

kind of doesn’t make any sense. All these jobs only want to hire like young kids right out of 

college. A lot of (?) a lot of professions, right? That doesn’t make any sense to me 

(LAUGHS). Why can’t you be like 50 and go be like a paralegal? (LAUGHS)  

02.10.31 Like you know, like work your way up the law firm. I love law, I mean, I’d like to go to law 

school. A law firm doesn’t like hire like a 50-year old though out of law school. But why 

not? He could work there for like 20 years.  You know?  It’s kind of unfair.  It kind of puts 

more pressure on people to like do what they want, to like stick to a job for maybe longer 

than they want to, I think, you know?  

02.11.07 It’s hard to start over.  I want to open a bar in a restaurant, that’d be fun. That’s hard to do. I 

need money to do that, so. I don't know. What should I do? (LAUGHS) You tell me.   

 

 JW:   It’s a hard position to be in (~ovlp~)  

 

02.11.39 NICK CHIRLS:   I mean, I can’t make a living writing. Right now. (~JW~) poetry 

(LAUGHS). Can’t. I don't know if I could write a book. It’s hard to write a book. I guess I 

could be like journalism, journalism’s fucking interesting. Journalism’s really interesting, 

actually. That’d be fun.  

02.12.02  But those are really hard jobs to get. And I’m not like an English major. I guess it doesn’t 

matter.  (LAUGHS) What should I do, tell me? (~JW~)   What other jobs are there? It’s like 

(~JW~)   journalism.  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   There are many jobs to do? 
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS RE: Whorehouse in Brazil)  

 

02.13.14  NICK CHIRLS:   I don't know. I mean, I want, I want to find a job where I’m excited to 

wake up in the morning and go to work, you know?  And (?) I don't, I don't know if that’s 

there for me at Lehman.   

 

 JW:   Answer it honestly? 

 

02.13.40 NICK CHIRLS:   I don't know if it’s there for me at Lehman? I don't know. Why do you 

(LAUGHS) think it’s no, it’s not there? (~JW~)   I don't know.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS RE: Job changes)  

 

 JW:   I can understand the situation, and I have to be impartial as a film maker.  In this 

conversation I have the point of view of seeing? 

 

02.20.11 NICK CHIRLS:   I read the Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, that you gave me. It was 

wonderful. It was really good.  And definitely relevant.   

 

 JW:   What about that challenge? 

 

02.20.53 .NICK CHIRLS:   I mean, I think (?) I think the, you know, I, I probably in a better place to 

talk about it I like 6 months to a year from now, you know? I think I do at the end of the day 

I do want to be open to this job that I’m about to start. I do.  And I want to give it a chance.  

I’m gonna give it a chance. If I don't like it I, I don't like it, then I’ll do one of the other 

million jobs out there.  

02.21.33 And if I like it, then I like it, you know? Just weird. It’s just really odd, always thinking that 

you’re gonna, my whole life I’ve thought I was gonna do this. My mother did it and she 

loved it and then kind of realizing that maybe I’m not my mother.  You know? I’m my 

mother in some ways, but maybe I’m not my mother in this way.  And just like admitting that 
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to yourself and coming to terms with that it’s just, it’s just, it’s also odd and it’s, it’s also just 

like upsetting, you know? 

02.22.16  Because it’s like fuck, I wasted, I didn't waste, but you know, I spent a really good portion of 

my life like kind of planning for this and like going down this road, you know? Majoring in 

economics, and working all these summer jobs, you know, and like working hard to get the 

job that I have now, you know? 

02.22.41 Like I fucking worked hard for this. And to now like be like all right, maybe this wasn’t 

where I actually wanted to end up is just kind of sucks. You know?  I don't feel like I wasted 

the past like 6, 7 years, but I just was like mistaken. I spent it, I, I might have.  

02.23.07 I’m saying if it comes to the point where I say I don't want to do this job, I want to go down a 

different route. Then it (?) I mean, a large part of me feels like shit. I spent the last 7 years 

doing the wrong things, you know?   

02.23.29 And I’m 22, so to have like 7 years going down, walking down one road and then realizing I 

have to go all the way back to like start down another one it’s like a hard decision to make. 

You know?  It would definitely be easier to keep going down that road. But if it’s not gonna 

make me happy, it’s not gonna make me happy. My mother would definitely tell me that if in 

fact I do not like this job, to get off the road (LAUGHS) start a new one, you know? (?) I 

mean, luckily it’s not too late.  

02.24.05 Luckily I’m not like waking up and I’m 40 right now and I’m like shit. Last 20 years were a 

fucking waste, you know? Luckily, I’m 22. And I’m just starting my career, so I can really I 

guess do anything. So that’s good.  But it’s still kind of shitty, like I spent 4 years taking like 

miserable economics classes (LAUGHS) you know?  

02.24.33 And like some of these summer jobs kind of sucked.  So.  That’s hard to turn around, start 

over.  And I’m also just like, (?) it’s also scary because like regardless of whether or not I 

end up really enjoying the job that I’m gonna do. Like I’m pretty sure I’m gonna be good at 

it, you know?  

02.25.05 And I’m not saying that like arrogantly, like I just kind of know like it’s always made that 

kind of stuff has always made sense to me, numbers and fast-pace kind of stuff, like I, like I 

just know I’m gonna be good at it. You know? And then it’s (?) like scary, because maybe 

this thing that I really want to do, like I’m not gonna be as good at. You know?   
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02.25.29 Like maybe I’ll find that I really want to go be a journalist, but like I’m a shitty journalist 

(LAUGHS).  You know? That’s scary. Whereas, this I’m pretty sure I’m gonna be good at. 

So, yeah. I mean, keep going down this route would obviously be the safe thing to do. So it’s 

just, it’d be (?) like figuring out whether or not this is the thing that’s gonna make me happy.   

02.26.00 And being honest with myself about that.  You know, and like maybe having to make that 

hard decision.  So.  I’ll find out, though. 

 

 JW:   On some level, you’re not just making one decision, but more than that? 

 

02.26.24 NICK CHIRLS:   Absolutely. Absolutely. I mean, I mean, the thing is is, and that's the other 

thing, it’s like it is really nice to go to work and work with like a guy that knew my mom, 

that like did the same thing as my mom, you know? And like knows what’s up, like knows 

the situation. That’s really nice. You know?  It does feel like, it does feel like my mom’s 

there in a lot of ways, you know?   

02.27.03 It, you know, it feels more like my mom’s there than if I go work for the New York Times, 

you know?  And that’s, that, I mean, that is a nice thing. You know, that really is a nice thing.  

(~JW~) That I would give up. 

 

 JW:   How do you categorize it? 

 

02.27.36 NICK CHIRLS:   It’s like a, it’s like a spiritual thing, you know? It’s like something that 

she’s, like you can feel her presence there.  And sometimes I, I mean, a lot of the time I don't, 

you know, it’s like September 11th was 6 years ago, now. And like I’m you know, it’s, it’s 

weird. Like, like I like I realized the other day that like I’m thinking I’m starting to like 

forget some things about her.  

02.28.15 Which is weird.  You know? Like shitty to have to like acknowledge that yeah, I don't, like 

someone like, you know, someone’s like Sydney or something mentioned to me, something 

about my mom. Oh, it was a friend of mine that mentioned something about my mom. She 

always had this thing where she always gave books for presents. 

02.28.36 But she always told people that like she always used to write in the cover like this isn’t, this 

isn’t a gift, it’s a book (LAUGHS). You know? Like I don’t know why she had to make that 
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distinction, but (LAUGHS) I don't know why she said that. It was like funny. You know? 

'Cos like books aren’t, I mean, I love books, but no one’s ever like, especially when you’re a 

kid, you know like when you’re a little kid you’re not psyched about getting a book, you 

know.  

02.29.06 So she always used to write me like when I’m a little kid like Nick, like don't worry, this isn’t 

a gift. I think it was kind of like you’ll get a real gift, you know what I mean? Like this isn’t a 

gift, this is like a book. (LAUGHS) But I want you to read it, you know? And I like forgot 

that she said that, you know and then I realized like whoa, like I, I am starting to like forget 

things about her.  

02.29.36 You know?  I’m going, honestly, going to work like at Lehman, working with this guy just 

like I had to feel like I kind of can feel her a little more than maybe sometimes I do. And 

maybe remember her a little more. Maybe remember things about her a little more.  

Memories.  

02.29.59 That, honestly I’m starting to like forget some stuff.  You know? I did this good thing, 

actually. A couple of, couple of years ago, actually no, it was actually, I think it was shortly 

after September 11th it was a few months after September 11th, I created a list of like almost 

of like every memory I have of my mother. It’s kind of cool, I’m really glad I did that 

(LAUGHS). I literally it was like a list.  

02.30.29 It was like ten pages of just like, like the time we went to this ice cream store and she said 

this, you know what I mean? I just literally listed like every, single thing I could remember 

(?) about my mother.  It took a long time. And I have that, but it’s funny because even when I 

go and look back at it, like (?) a lot, a lot of the entries, like a lot of this, and they’re like little 

short like one-line sentences, I just don't even know what I’m talking about.  

02.31.01 You know what I mean?  Like I wrote it 'cos I, I, the reason I did it is because I knew I 

always wanted to remember those things. But I guess I didn't write quite enough detail for 

most of them. So I don’t even know what I was talking about. Like when I wrote it down.  So 

that’s, that’s (?) you know, it’s weird to start acknowledging when you just don't remember.  

Certain, certain, certain experiences you had with someone.  

02.31.38 Which is sad. Very sad.   

 

 JW:   Do you look at the list much? 
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02.31.51 NICK CHIRLS:   I did, I did a couple of weeks ago, 'cos I realized that I like forgot this 

thing. And that’s when I realized, like that’s when I kind of saw that a lot of the entries don't 

really make any sense to me now. Which is so shitty, and I remember thinking when I was 

writing that list, I remember thinking like, like make a mental note of this in your head. 'Cos I 

might like forget about this. And like I made the mental note, but I still don’t remember it 

(LAUGHS).   

02.32.35 So.  Yeah.  I mean, you can’t remember everything. I wish, I wish I could, but I can’t.   

02.32.59 But yeah, I mean, it’s true. Like 6 years has gone by and I do, you know, the, the fact of the 

matter is I do remember less of my mother than I did. And I guess that’s just a fact of life.  

You know? Like her presence isn’t quite as strong as it once was, like a couple of years ago. 

That’s just that.  

02.33.45 And going to work, working on her trading floor every day with like people that knew her, 

like that really, really, really does bring her like alive a little more.  Especially now when I’m 

starting to forget about things.  So.   

02.34.12 Even the environment, 'cos like I remember visiting her at work, you know?  Unlike the 

trading floors. And (?) being really impressed (LAUGHS) with what she did, you know, 'cos 

she was so loud and like kind of aggressive. And she was just totally different than she was at 

home, you know?   

02.34.42 She was like sweet Cathy, mom, at home. And then she was like this aggressive (LAUGHS) 

Wall Street trader woman at work, like totally different entity. And I just remember being 

like really impressed by that, and just the whole feel of like the trading floor, and like just 

being on that same floor like kind of reminds me of that.  

02.35.03 Even just like the environment, the feel of it reminds me of her. 

 

 JW:   Is it the same floor literally? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.35.18 NICK CHIRLS:   I mean, Lehman was in the World Trade Center.  But now they (?) are in 

mid-town.   
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.35.29 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, Lehman was in (~JW~)  I mean, they were, they were in like I think 

the middle of the building. I mean, I think like you know, 90, I think (?) pretty much 

everyone got out.  Not everyone, though. They lost employees. Yeah, they were in the World 

Trade Center.  I mean, my mom’s first job on Wall Street was at Lehman. In like a similar 

program that I’m doing now.   

02.36.04 And I’m working on a similar desk that she worked on, you know?  So.  It is close to home.  

But that said, you know, I mean, that said.   

02.36.33 Yeah, I mean, that’s if I don't like my job, I don't like my job, even given all that.  It’s pretty 

simple, if I don't like my job, I don't like my job.  And my mother would have been the first 

person in the world to tell me like, you know, cut the crap (LAUGHS). You know? Don't do 

this if it doesn’t make you happy.  It would have been that simple. So.  (~JW~)  

02.37.08 I guess I’m still at that crossroads that I was a year ago. I guess I’m pretty much still there. 

But in some ways I feel like I’m, I’m like closer to being able to like go one way or the other, 

you know what I mean?  Like last year I might have thought that I was close. But now I feel 

like I actually am, 'cos I’m actually gonna go do this job and like figure out whether or not I 

like it, you know?  

02.37.38  'Cos I can’t make the decision before I do that.  So.  At least I'm getting somewhere, you 

know?   

 

 JW:   Leaving it is a bigger decision than a normal decision about a job? 

 

02.37.57 NICK CHIRLS:   I think so. I mean, I just put a lot into like going down this route, and like 

getting this job. It’s like really, really hard to like get some of these jobs.  You know?  It’s 

like incredibly competitive.  Put a lot of work into getting it, so.   

 

 JW:   There’s an emotional underpinning? 
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02.38.29 NICK CHIRLS:   Right. And there’s like the whole emotional side of it. Maybe they’ll just 

let me visit the trading floor every once in awhile (LAUGHS). So.  Well, one of my 

roommates is working on the trading floor, I’ll go visit him every month or something 

(LAUGHS). 

 

 JW:   Who do you get advice from? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.39.07 END OF TAPE #NC50 

 

TAPE # NC51 
Nick Chirls   09.08.07 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
03.00.01 PICTURE UP 

 
 JW:   Who do you get advice from? 

 

03.00.10 NICK CHIRLS:   I guess my friends. Yeah. My friends.  I have awesome friends. I have 

wonderful friends.  I guess maybe my dad sometimes.  

03.00.30 I’m trying to think when I would. I, I do get advice from my dad sometimes.  But it’s, I 

mean, it’s not like life, life advice. It’s like, you know, here’s like an accountant to go talk to 

if you need like your taxes done (LAUGHS).  You know what I mean? Or like I go to this 

like, there’s a good dentist that I’ve been using, you know?  It’s like administrative advice. 

It’s not like any sort of emotional like life advice. 

 

 JW:   Like your job? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   Right.   
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 JW:   Who would you talk to about that? 

 

03.01.13 NICK CHIRLS:   I guess my friends.  Yeah.  (~JW~)   

03.01.28 I also just like, I also just have like an obsession with like quitting, you know?  Like not 

everything in life is always, you know, bubble gum, lollypops. Like sometimes you don’t like 

your job, like chose us kind of, you know?  It’s kind of another thing. I, I would feel a little 

bit like I’m like quitting.   

03.01.59 I mean, I would be quitting (LAUGHS) you know?  I’d feel a little shitty about that. Instead 

of like sticking it out, getting it done.  You know, which I have, that’s usually how I handle 

things.  So. (COUGHS) I definitely get advice from my friends, for sure.  (COUGHS)  

03.02.34 Yeah, I mean, like I have amazing friends, you know, I do view them as family. I do.  So. I 

mean, me, I have three like I guess like best guy-friends who I’ve like basically grown up 

with. And I mean, we are extremely close group.   

03.03.01 And I think we all give each other advice. It’s weird. I mean, well, I mean, Patrick’s parents 

both passed away a couple of years ago. So he doesn’t have parents. And then like other guy, 

Ilya, it’s weird, like we kind of none of us kind of like have parents, really, that we can like 

go to. Alex does. My friend, Alex. I think you’ve met. (?) I don’t know if you have.  

03.03.30 He’s got parents. But Ilya and Patrick don't really like, Patrick’s parents passed away and 

then Ilya’s parents are like non-existent. I think we do, like I think we are like kind of like 

family. I mean, we are basically family in a lot of ways. I think we go give each other advice. 

And I think we’re a really close like support network kind of group. So.  

03.03.57 I don't think I’m lacking in that department. You know, I feel unbelievably lucky to have 

those people in my life.  Like unbelievably lucky. I mean, like I can’t stress enough, I 

literally view them as family.  And it’s actually, it’s funny 'cos at college like not that many 

people like had like lifelong, like friends that they’ve kept, like forever, you know?  

03.04.31 I got, I didn't even realize that. I thought that was kind of like the standard, but a lot of people 

don't, like a lot of people don't have that. A lot of people like kind of like even people like 

that are in New York now, like their friends are like their friends from college.  You know 

what I mean? And I have those people in my life, but like my best friends, and like my who I 

view as like family will always be these three guys, always.   

03.04.58 And they always have been, you know?  So I feel (~JW~)   unbelievably lucky to have that. 
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 JW:   Did you have a period where people were there and not for you? 

 

03.05.12 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, definitely. I mean, these kids like that’s not even a question you 

know what I mean?  Like.  It’s not even like, they’re literally my family, like that they were 

there for me obviously.   

03.05.32 And you know, like the fact is we have been through like a fucking bunch, like with my mom 

and then Patrick’s parents both dying two years ago, like the group as a whole has been like 

through some shit together, you know?  And obviously has made us even closer because of 

that.  So.  (~JW~)  

03.06.04 I’m very luck to have it. 

 

 JW:   Our interview last year, you said you thought you’d been numb? 

 

03.06.25 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah. I do. (~JW~)   I think I was numb last year as well, in a lot of, like I 

was trying to acknowledge that I was like kind of numb (?) but I think I still was. I’m in like 

a much, much, much better place right now than I was last year.  I was in a weird state. It was 

a, it wasn’t a bad state 'cos I was like at least acknowledged it, you know what I mean? Like I 

was starting like to come to terms with it. But like I wasn’t, I wasn’t, I was like depressed, 

kind of. I don't think I was that happy at school.  

03.07.05 I was just in like a weird place. I was in a really weird place.  I was just kind of depressed.  I 

went through like this like kind of weird, bad breakup kind of think with (Nicola?) That like 

really upset me. For a long time.   

 

 JW:   What’s up with that? 

 

03.07.35 NICK CHIRLS:   She’s kind of back in the picture now (LAUGHS).  But I don't, I don't 

really know in what capacity. Yet. But. She’s in New York.  We’re friends. I don't really 

know where that’s going. But she’s, I mean, I, I actually didn't, I didn't really speak to her 

this whole year.   
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 JW:   She was with another guy? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.08.06 NICK CHIRLS:   It’s fine.  Yeah, she started dating this other guy. Who I guess ended up I 

don't know, I didn't really even know. But yeah.  It was actually a really like good thing for 

me.  To like not talk to her for like a year.   

03.08.32 I think it just made my entire college better. I think college probably would have been better 

without her in the picture. Not to say that, sorry (STOPS) Not to say that like I didn't love 

her. You know, through college. But it just, college would absolutely have been easier and I 

think more enjoyable without her in the picture, you know?   

03.08.57 Like I didn't really have any sort of like desire to have any sort of relationship with a, a girl 

for like the first two or three years of college, because (Nicola?) was kind of in the picture, 

you know? And that definitely like took away from my college experience a little bit, the first 

couple of years.  I think that’s definitely a big factor of why I had a wonderful year this year. 

Just 'cos that was not an issue, you know?   

03.09.31 So yeah, I think just a lot of things last year kind of put me in this like weird kind of shitty 

place.  And I think I’m in a really good place right now, actually.  I feel really. I’m extremely 

happy to be back in New York right now.  Like I, I had enough of like, I had actually had a 

great year at college, probably my best year out of the four, for a number of reasons.   

03.10.03 You know, it’s nice being like the older, senior guy, you know?  And it was just like a low 

stress job. You know? It was just kind of like a low stress, really nice, fun year.  You know?  

Like I had a job. Nicola was not even in the picture, so there was like no stress from that, you 

know? It was just kind of like low stress.   

03.10.31 And I had a great year. With that said, I was also like ready to be done with college, you 

know? Like ready to move on and do the next thing. And kind of live like a more, I don’t 

know, I want to say grownup, but like more like, I don't know like maybe more structured 

life, you know what I mean? Not like sleeping to like 2 PM every day and like getting drunk 

every night, you know?  

03.10.59 That was really unbelievably fun, you know? (LAUGHS) But like after 4 years, it’s like four 

years was for me like the perfect amount of time. You know?  Like it was awesome, and I 
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think at the very end I was like ready to move on and do a new thing. And I’m really, really 

happy, I love New York. I just love New York, loved growing up here, I love the city. And I 

love like living here. As like a real person. (LAUGHS) You know? And not like some like, 

it’s also just fun.  

03.11.35 Like I haven’t really lived here for 4 years. You know? Spent like a couple of summers or 

like, like I’m excited for like fall in New York. Like psyched about New York fall, which 

like I haven’t had for four years.  I love it.  So I think that’s definitely put me in a better 

place. I’m really excited to be back.  

03.11.58 I’m living with people that I really like, I’m living in an amazing apartment in a great area. I 

live on Broom street, it’s like I love it.  I’m closer to Dylan and Sydney, I see them a lot.  

 

 JW:   Did you keep doing the Thursday ice cream thing? 

 

03.12.22 NICK CHIRLS:   I don't know.  I mean, we just talk a lot, you know, I talk to my sister. And 

I talk to my sister almost every day. I talk to Dylan a little bit less. But I talk to him a lot, too. 

You know, it’s the kind of thing that like didn't need to (?) I realized, you know, I realized 

that actually kind of shitty.  That Thursday night ice cream thing. Now that I like look back 

on it, like I got the idea from Howard Ludnick, right, 'cos he did that with his like I guess his 

brothers’ kids.  

03.12.59 It’s great, it’s a really nice thing. But you know what it also means? It also kind of means that 

like you don't have the time to like spend with those people like on a daily basis, for 

example, you know?  That’s a nice idea. But in reality I’d rather just talk to my sister every 

day on the phone. And like, you know, not have to like have these like scheduled periods of 

like, you know?  

03.13.30 Conversations, catch-up periods or whatever, you know? I just talk to her a lot. I also just 

really, really like my sister. You know?  Like she’s kind of becoming a real person. You 

know it’s weird, like she’s like 16 now. And actually earlier this summer, I got her into a bar, 

her like first bar ever in like New York City.  And we had a great time, and she came out 

with all my friends.  

03.14.01 We like kind of like snuck her into this bar. And she had like the best time. And like halfway 

through the night, I realized like man, like my sister’s actually like a real person, you know? 
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She’s not like it’s such a weird thing when all of a sudden you realize that like this little like 

my little sibling was like little girl that I’ve like always grown up with and been like the big 

older like more responsible brother can like maybe now be like a peer, you know? 

03.14.29 Like, like actually like a real person with her own like (LAUGHS) she’s a real person, you 

know? It’s like funny when you like see that.  She’s like talking to my buddies and like you 

know, shooting the shit and like joking around and like. And I also just really like, you know, 

love my sister.  She’s like one of my best friends.  But I’ve kind of realized in like the last 

year or two that I also just like really like her.  (LAUGHS)  She’s just kind of awesome, like 

she’s a great girl, you know?   

03.15.05 So yeah.  That’s kind of nice. She’s just cool (LAUGHS) Probably cooler than I am, you 

know? And like she’s just fun, great. She’s great.  She’s smart and she’s, she just turned out 

good, you know?  Which is really nice to see. 

 

 JW:   Do you feel like you have had a hand in that? 

 

03.15.31 NICK CHIRLS:   Absolutely.  Damn straight I did, definitely, definitely. I mean, I think my 

mother had a huge part of that. Huge.  Most of it.  But. I mean, the honest truth is like after 

my mother died.  

03.16.01 Sydney post-September 11th, after my mother died, I will go ahead and say that Sydney isn’t 

in very large part the girl, the woman that she is today because of me. I believe that. I do.  

And really because of the values that I learned from my mother, you know?  

03.16.32 That I think Sydney learned, but you know, like you learn different things from your parents 

at like different times? You know, like I got to learn like a little bit of like the teenage kind of 

things from my mother that (?) my sister never got to, so I feel like I kind of like transferred 

those things, you know? You know, my dad’s an administrative dad.  

03.17.00 You know? He like does all the administrative things for Sydney. You know, make sure she 

goes to school and you know, takes her to places and stuff like that. You know, but like in 

terms of like really raising a person, you know, to like become a good person, you know? My 

dad, my dad doesn’t do that.   

03.17.31 Which is scary because Dylan like, you know, Dylan.  I try but like.  At the end of the day, 

like I don't think my mom will have had a big impact on him.  
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03.17.58 I don’t think he remembers that much about my mother.  He remembers things that like me 

and Sydney tell him, but like does he personally like remember that happening? Like I don't 

think he remembers much.  You know?  And maybe he gets my mother through me and 

Sydney, but the end of the day, my dad’s just dad. Bobbie is his mom. Bobbie’s his mom, 

you know, he calls her Mom. Bobbie is his mom, you know, that’s that.   

03.18.31 And they’re just kind of so rigid, they’re like kind of rigid people.  I worry that my brother’s 

gonna be that. You know?  It’s definitely worrisome.   

 

 JW:   He coming to the cocktail party? 

 

03.18.54 NICK CHIRLS:   I hope so.  I hope so. You know, my dad’s definitely been pressuring him 

not to.  You know? I talked to my dad about not pressuring him, Dylan, into doing like, doing 

one thing or the other, to letting Dylan make his own decision. But Sydney told me that Dad, 

my dad’s pressuring him anyway.  But I talked to him, I said look, you’re, you know, you’re 

old enough now to make this decision.  You don't have to do anything you don't want to do.  

03.19.29 If you want to come, me and Sydney would (?) love for you to join us. But you should make 

this decision and not worry about what Dad says or what we say, just what you want to do. If 

you wan to come, come.  If you don't want to come, don't worry about it, no one’s gonna be 

angry, no one’s gonna be upset, so whatever you want to do.  So I don't know, he said he 

wanted to think about it. And I’m gonna call. I guess I’ll call today or tomorrow and see if he 

wants to come. I hope, I mean, I really hope that he decides to come, I do.  

03.20.00 And I hope that my dad kind of stays out of it.  But you know?  I don't know if he will. I 

doubt he will. He’s nuts.  He just doesn’t like understand, you know, like certain things. Like 

he, I didn't tell you this. Well, the same, the same email that he wrote about like not wanting 

to be involved. He said like the weirdest thing at the end.  

03.20.30 He said, and I, you know he’s like I don't, like I’m moving on, like this is the way I’m doing 

things.  Like I don't want to be a part of it.  And this last sentence was, and quite frankly, I 

don't know why Mom’s friends would be interested in doing something like that, either.  So 

odd.  You know what I mean? Just so silly. But I think he did, does actually believe that.  

03.21.00 Which is like so crazy, you know? I just don't, I don't, doesn’t, just does not like only an 

irrational (?) human being can like think like that.  Or someone like really affected by this 
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event. That’s like fucked him up in the head.  But there are parts of him that like I’ve come to 

learn that I think that he is been always who he is kind of.  

03.21.32 I think my mother forced him to be a different person.  You know what I mean?  I do. And 

my mom loved him. I mean, that’s a, that I know. From talking with my mom’s friends and 

all that. I mean, my mom loved my father. And he loved her. They had a really good 

marriage.  You know? But I think without her, he’s just a different, he’s a different person, 

you know?   

03.22.04 He’s kind of like I don't know. He just so much, he’s just so much more rigid. 

 

 JW:   Is he in pain? 

 

03.22.14 NICK CHIRLS:   I think he might be, but he just like he shuts it out. He shuts it out. Like I 

don't know, maybe one day it’ll come back and, and bite him. But he just shuts it off, 100% 

shuts it off.  You know, he’s so crazy.  

03.22.33 He thinks like for some reason, ok, five years, and now that’s done. You know, like that’s 

done. That like whole like mourning, whatever. Like that’s now done. Like he made a, a 

decision. That’s over now.  Now I’m gonna do this. You know? Can’t really like make those 

decisions for yourself. You know? That’s like something that’s like made for you kind of.   

 

 JW:   Where do you think you are in the healing process? 

 

03.23.12 NICK CHIRLS:   I mean, I think I'm pretty far along.  You know?  I mean, there’s certain 

things that will just never, ever change. You know, there’s certain things like, like I don't 

think the fact that like my mother was murdered, will like never not like get me, you know 

what I mean?   

03.23.37 Like that’s just a simple fact that will always like just like gut-wrenching, you know? I don't, 

I don't know how that could ever change. I may be wrong. But things like that, I don't know 

how that can ever change.  And that’s just fucking sucks (LAUGHS). You know? And I don't 

know how that can change.   

03.24.01 But in terms of like (~JW~)    
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 JW:   What else about that?  Expand? 

 

03.24.10 NICK CHIRLS:   It’s just terror, it’s just like a terrifying thought. Like it’s a really just like 

the worst thought, you know? Of like having someone that you love like murdered.  You 

know?   

03.24.29 I mean, I don't know exactly how she died, you know, I wasn’t there, I didn't see it. And that 

also kind of sucks, you know, not knowing.  But it couldn’t have been fun.  That’s just like 

the worst thing in the world that I can think of.  You know?  Like maybe imaging like your, 

someone that you love and like legitimate like physical pain.  

03.25.06 You know?  And then like dying.  Like someone inflicted harm and pain on her, until she 

died, you know?  That’s just like a terrible, terrible thought.  That will probably be with me 

forever, I think.   

03.25.35 But you know, the daily things get easier, you know? Like I, I don't wake up and think of my 

mom anymore.  I don't.  I don't, I don't really look on it like a majority of the time like I don't 

really think of my mom in like a really in a sad way anymore.  

03.26.02 You know?  I like most of the time I think about it and like I’m happy that I’m thinking about 

it, because I just like loved her, you know? I just loved her. So when I think about her, it’s 

just comforting at this point. Like I, I really enjoy thinking (LAUGHS) about her. And 

thinking happy things about her because I loved her.   

03.26.29 And that’s, that kind of stuff isn’t that sad anymore.  I remember less.  I mean, I think I’m 

pretty far along.  I’ll always miss my mom, always.   

 

 JW:   Do you ever talk to her? 

 

03.26.55 NICK CHIRLS:   Not really.  I think about her, though. Thought about her, (?) obviously, I 

mean, obviously every year coming and talking with you guys, and going to the memorial 

and stuff like that, obviously I think about her more.  I miss her, I miss her more. But I can’t 

say it’s, I mean, it is easier, it is.  It’s definitely easier.   

 

 JW:   Anger? 
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03.27.31 NICK CHIRLS:   Anger?  Not so, not really. (STOPS) No, no anger, really.  Not as much. 

The thing is, it’s like so hard to known who to even be angry at anymore (LAUGHS).  You 

know, with all like the political shit that’s going on in our world, you know?  I was really 

angry at Osama bin Laden (LAUGHS) but now that just seems to absurd to me.  

03.28.01 Like I don't know him.  Like he was responsible for the, the terrible thing that like 

completely changed my life.  But like I don't really know him, I don't really, I guess I don't 

really hate him.  I did.  But that just seems absurd. He’s living in some cave in Afghanistan, 

like (LAUGHS) I don't really hate the guy, you know?  I think that's crazy.  Objectively, I 

think like maybe I should, you know?   

03.28.34 But like don’t, just don't hate that guy.  You know?  I don't like him, I’m not a fan. You 

know?  But it also is, I mean, with all the shit that’s going on in our world now, it’s like hard 

to know who to be (?) angry at. You know? So.  Maybe if I knew how to be angry, who to be 

angry at, I would be angry. You know?   

03.29.04 But I don't know who to be angry at (LAUGHS).  You know? Like my dad, my, the 

government, you know?  The hijackers.  You know?  Some Taliban guys in caves, you know, 

in the Middle East, like I don't know. But I’m not really angry at any of them.  It’s easier not 

being angry.  (?)  

03.29.31 That’s for sure.  A lot easier. Yeah, I’m not angry, I don't hate anybody.  You know?  Just 

miss my mom.  I wish that it never happened.  So.  That’s really it, that’s all I wish.  I wish, 

you know, and it just sucks.  Fucking sucks (LAUGHS).  You know?  

03.30.07 Sucks for my brother and sister, that’s who it really sucks for.  So.   

 

 JW:   I’ve wondered if we forget memories for a reason, not that it’s a good thing?  Is it also 

selective memory? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   But then it’s also like sometimes also in terms of like memory it’s weird 

because it’s like, it’s (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   It’s also kind of funny 'cos like (STOPS)  
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.31.07 NICK CHIRLS:   Sometimes you just remember things because like you told yourself to 

remember it.  You know what I mean?  You don't like really remember it. 

 

 JW:   Such as? 

 

03.31.16 NICK CHIRLS:   Like. You know, like I remember, actually I kind of remember that, I 

guess.   

03.31.38 You know, like my mom, I want to say like Christmas morning, and yeah, we were a Jewish 

family, but (LAUGHS) my mom had Christmas. Anyway, you know like having her like the 

excitement of it. And having her so like I remember, I objectively like remember that.   

03.32.03 But I can’t really remember like the, like I remember that that happened you know, and I can 

kind of picture it. But like I don't remember like the real like feel of it quite so well.  You 

know what I mean?  Like you know you remember things sometimes just because you’ve 

remembered it a bunch.  But then you’re really remembering those memories. You’re 

remembering yourself remembering it.  

03.32.30 You’re not really remembering the actual event. You know what I'm saying?  Like you’re 

remembering it just 'cos you remembered it so many times, you know? It’s kind of odd.   

 

 JW:   Do we forget pain more than we forget other things? 

 

03.33.16 NICK CHIRLS:   I don't if there’s any easy way to sum it up.  But.   

03.33.34 I think I’m in a good place with like her, you know?  I’m not, I mean, I haven’t even thought 

about that, really.  That was a good question. I’m  not really angry anymore. I think I guess 

that’s. I guess that’s when you can kind of like I don't even know what, I mean, it’s such a 

like a cliché thing to say.   

03.33.58 But like I guess that’s really when I guess you can start coming to terms with something like 

that. You know? When you start like letting go of the anger and the you know, terror kind of 
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I guess of that day.  I guess that's kind of when you can start, I don't know, being in a good 

place with the person that you lost.   

03.34.37 So.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.35.02 END OF TAPE #NC51 

 

TAPE # NC52 
Nick Chirls  09.08.07 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
04.00.00 PICTURE UP 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   You mentioned spiritual incidents and being on the floor?  What about the spiritual 

aspects of the situation, the bird, Israel, trading floor?  Is it changing? 

 
04.00.59 NICK CHIRLS:   I don't think so. I mean, I don't, I don't. you know, I don't think I’m like a 

particularly spiritual person.  

 

 JW:   The anger thing is a very mature response? 

 

04.01.22 NICK CHIRLS:   I’m all growns up (LAUGHS).  Yeah, I mean, I, I’ve never really 

(LAUGHS) (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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04.01.40 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, I’ve just never really been that spiritual a person. I think I’ve had 

some things that like have felt some, you know, several occurrences in my life that have felt 

extremely spiritual. That have just felt like outer-worldly.  

04.02.01 And I think they were, you know?  But you know? I’m not going around like hugging trees, 

like feeling the earth and (LAUGHS) you know, I don't know what the, you know like the, I 

don't know (LAUGHS) whatever that means.   

04.02.29 How about these Berkeley kids in the trees outside of Cal Stadium? Have you seen these 

kids? (~JW~)  They’re like, there’s like a group of like 20 kids like living in the trees 'cos 

they don't want them like cut down or (LAUGHS) They’re like. It’s like a problem 'cos they 

like keep like shitting and pissing.  Like they’re not gonna leave the tree. So they’re like, they 

have food up there and everything.  And they keep like shitting and pissing off the tree.  So 

apparently it’s getting like really gross around these trees now.   

04.03.01 But yeah, they really don't want those trees cut down, apparently. So.  Berkeley, huh?   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   Anything else? Anything that’s come up? 

 

04.03.36 NICK CHIRLS:   This photography class was really important to me this year. They were 

you know, John (and Tom?) were with me.  And I used my mom’s camera that she had 

forever, really, really old 35 millimeter. It was. I really, really, really liked it.  

04.04.00 Really, really liked it. I mean, I’ve been meaning to take class for awhile, just 'cos I have this 

camera. It was one of the things I grabbed up after she passed away. That was a dogfight by 

the way (LAUGHS).  So I got the camera.  And I just never, I literally like I (?) never knew 

how to like use it. Like that (?) like (?) that simple, like I just did not know how to actually 

use the camera.   

04.04.35 So I’ve been meaning to take a photography class just to like learn you know? If anything 

else, just to learn how to use the camera. And I ended up really, really, really loving it. 

Loving it.  Kind of calming, just like go walk around, take pictures. It’s kind of nice. And the 

whole like development process is kind of like, it’s kind of soothing.   

04.05.05 And also really frustrating (LAUGHS).  So.   



Project Rebirth :  Nick Chirls      Tape #NC49       JW, Producer     Page 41 of 45 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 

 

 JW:   Maybe you’d become a photographer? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   I don't think so. 

 

 JW:   Why not? 

 

04.05.19 NICK CHIRLS:   I don’t think I, I don't think I have the patience to be a photographer, you 

know?  I don't think I have, I don't think I have the patience to do it. I loved it.   

04.05.31 I want to continue to take pictures. But I don’t think I would have the patience to do that. 

Day in and day out.  So it was nice.  Trying to think of any good classes I took this year.  

(LAUGHS) I don’t even remember what I took (LAUGHS) What classes did I take? Well, 

they obviously weren’t that thrilling.   

04.06.04 Actually I had to take a couple of good ones. I took this one class called Ethics in the Media. 

It’s taught by this guy named unbelievable guy, this guy named Stanley Flink. Like the most 

impressive person I’ve ever met. He was, he was editor-in-chief of Time Magazine, back 

when actually Time was like a good magazine.   

04.06.35 And a number of, a number of other publications.  It was like this weird class where it was 

like he’s really old. He’s like probably about 80. Can’t really teach any more. So it just ends 

up being (?) it’s actually like the most popular class at Yale, 'cos this guy is like that 

impressive, and it just ends up being like story time with Stanley.  

04.06.59 It’s what people call it.  He’s (literally?) just comes in and just like talks about his life. It’s 

all, that’s the whole class is just listening to this guy talk about his life. And it’s, it was like 

unbelievable. It was like awesome (~JW~) One of the best class. He just has these 

unbelievable stories like he, he found Marilyn Monroe, so he devotes a whole class every 

year to Marilyn. He found her and, and dated her for like a couple of years.  

04.07.27 Like that famous picture, that famous picture of her like standing in the bathroom kind of you 

know what I’m talking about? Like the most famous picture of Marilyn Monroe. He, like he 

started dating her and put her, put her on the cover of Time Magazine. That like what started 

her career. As Marilyn Monroe. Like things like, and so he devotes a whole class to Marilyn. 

And then she started, they stayed friends, and then she started dating Joe DiMaggio, and he 
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tells this amazing story of how like he went over to her house one day, and Joe DiMaggio 

opens the door.  

04.08.04 And literally picks him up by like his shirt, and is like if you ever fucking come back here, I 

will fucking kill you. I will fucking kill you. And then Marilyn apparently like came out and 

was like no, Joe. Like he’s like my good, he’s like my good friend, like be nice to him. Like 

just unbelievable stories. 

 

 JW:   Why did Joe do that? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.08.25 NICK CHIRLS:   Apparently he was like this really like jealous like kind of like insane guy. 

You know?   

 

 JW:   Maybe a little competitive? 

 

04.08.33 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah.  You know, he was on like he’s like kind of like one of his mentors 

was William Randolph Hearst.  He was like on William Randolph Hearst’s like deathbed. 

Like the only guy, he actually is like the only guy that watched William Randolph Hearst die. 

Like just unbelievable things, you know? Really some amazing World War II stories.  

04.09.00 He was like best friends with like Charlie Chaplin, and Howard Hughes, and guy is 

unbelievable, I mean, the guy’s just insane.   

 

 JW:   What did you learn? 

 

04.09.12 NICK CHIRLS:   Well, one. He’s a lot of opinions on the media itself.  The media today.  

And how it’s basically owned by like three or four major corporations.   

04.09.32 Lot of very strong political views in terms of the liberties that we’re losing. Largely because 

of September 11th, and Mr. Bush.  He’s like a really strong moral sense that I think he 

imparted to everyone.  
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04.09.59 He loved his life and loved his career. That’s for sure.  Loved being a journalist.  So. Loves 

Yale. He’s like one of these old-timey, he went to Yale. He’s like one of these old-timey 

Yale guys who just like loves it. You know?  He doesn’t need to be teaching.  He’s 80. You 

know? He just loves being there.  

 

 JW:   He could be a paralegal? 

 

04.10.33 NICK CHIRLS:   Hey, he could go be a paralegal. I think he’s slightly over-qualified.  Yeah, 

that was really cool.  I don't even know if it was a class. It’s like so weird.  It’s like no work. 

It was one of those classes like where like you could not wait to go to class every Thursday 

and like sit in a room and listen to this guy talk for two hours, you know? It was like that 

awesome.   

04.11.02 The only reason I got into the class is because he’s obsessed with squash, and lets the captain 

of the squash team every year into his class. Literally like 250 people show up at his class 

every year, for like 14 spots.  You know? It’s really cool.  It was really cool. 

 

 JW:   Only 14 in the class? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah. (~JW~)   Yeah. It was really cool. (~JW~)  So yeah. School was 

good. 

 

 JW:   What have you learned over the last 6 years? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:   From, from what? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.11.53 NICK CHIRLS:   What have I learned over the last 6 years?  God, I don't know. I don't know 

if I’ve. I think I was (?) I don't know if I’ve necessarily learned one thing or another. I think, 

I think I’m a slightly different person. I think my being is the same, you know? Like my core 
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is the same.  I don't think that’ll change.  But I think I’m like a more accepting person. I think 

I’m a more open person.   

04.12.41 In terms of other people, in terms of things that people do (LAUGHS) you know?   

04.13.00 I think I’m more forgiving.  You know?  I definitely I am, I think. It's kind of interesting. I 

used to be more rigid, like this is how things have to be done, and this is wrong and this is 

right, and I don't know.  

04.13.30 I think I’ve learned a little bit that there’s all these things, this whole process, right? The 

whole healing process is like there’s no, there’s no right or wrong. It’s, it’s just different 

shades of gray, you know?  It’s an individual thing. So.  What have you learned? 

 

 JW:   I agree with what you’ve just said. I think I’ve learned that as well. I’ve felt it and I 

think I’ve definitely learned it.   

 

04.14.24 NICK CHIRLS:   The kids (have probably made you?) a little more patient, right? (~JW~)   

Isn’t that what kids do, make you more patient? Is that true?   

 

 JW:   With respect to this? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   At the end of the day, work doesn’t really matter? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS Re: Jim’s attitude towards work)  

 

 JW:   I’ve learned to let go. 

 

04.17.46 NICK CHIRLS:   Yeah, I think, I think I’ve learned similar thing.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS Re: having faith)  

 

 JW:   Those are big ideas for someone 22 years old? 
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04.19.44 NICK CHIRLS:   Cool.  (LAUGHS)  

 

 JW:   Anything else? 

 

04.19.54 NICK CHIRLS:   I don't know.  I think I’ve said my peace for the minute, for the moment.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.20.35 NICK CHIRLS:   No, I mean, it’s good for me, it’s good for me I think.  It’s, it’s weird, it’s 

(?).  It's nice (LAUGHS) to kind of like take a minute and like year-end review, of like what 

happened in my life last year.  It’s kind of nice. 

04.20.57 I don’t mind it, you know?  Maybe everyone should do that.  Well, thanks for having me 

(STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.21.22 END OF TAPE #NC52   
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