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01.01.10 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:    How you doing? 

 

01.08.36 NICK CHIRLS:  Good, good, very good.   

 

 JW:  You look different. 

 

01.08.45 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah (LAUGHS) Well, you know, this is definitely a luxury of, of not 

having, not being employed on a daily basis.  So.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.08.57 NICK CHIRLS:  I had it all through college, my beard. And then I always had to cut it off 

when I looked, yeah, and my hair is a little longer (?). I let it go a little bit (LAUGHS). But 

yeah, I guess while I can before I, I’m. I guess I have to be employed one day, again, so.   

 

 JW:  What has happened since the last time we spoke? 

 

01.09.36 NICK CHIRLS:  Well, we talked outside of Lehman when I left. (~JW~)  

 

 JW:  What happened in the meantime? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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01.09.54 NICK CHIRLS:  Feels like a really long time ago, like just starting at Lehman. I guess it was 

almost 2 years ago.   

 

 JW:  You had just gotten the job and weren’t sure about doing it? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  I mean, it was definitely a. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.10.31 NICK CHIRLS:  I mean, I think it was a.  I mean, as far as I can remember it now, it’s just 

that, a series of kind of disappointments in many ways.  I learned, I mean, I learned. In all 

fairness, I learned a great deal, you know, about financial markets and business and, and. 

01.10.58 I mean, watching Lehmann go bankrupt was fascinating. I mean, that was a fascinating 

experience to be a part of. Especially as someone who is as young as I am that has not much 

at stake financially, you know? And even at that point, by the time Lehmann went bankrupt, I 

mean, I, I didn't really have anything at stake emotionally. I, I didn't really care. (LAUGHS) 

You know?  

01.11.30 So to be, I think, in, to be in that (?) position when you don’t have that much on the line and 

watch that going on around you is, was fascinating. You know? I saw things that I never 

imagined seeing, especially from the people around me, you know? 

 

 JW:  What was the feeling of it? 

 

01.11.51 NICK CHIRLS:  Oh, I mean, everyone was, these people were devastated, especially the 

people that were there for you know, their whole careers. I worked for a guy that was there 

for almost 25 years, spent his entire career there. I mean, I, (?) well, I got there, you know, I 

got there at the, the top of the top of the top. You know, I got there and the stock price was at 

an all-time high of $85 a share and it was like there was only one way but up.  And yeah, it’s 

funny, when I first got there, Dick Fold like addressed our whole incoming analyst class and 

like was talking about the road to 200 which he like always was like the big policy.  



Project Rebirth:  Nick Chirls     Tape #  NC 064    JW, Producer       Page 3 of 35 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

01.12.40 Like he wasn’t gonna leave Lehmann until the stock got to $200 a share. And it was at $85 

when I got there, which was like already you know, you know, it had had, you know been 

you know, compounded ten times since the past you know, five or six years or ten years or 

something.  

01.13.05 So yeah, so I guess I, I took, singlehandedly took the place down (LAUGHS). You know, I 

got there at $85 and it was just a straight line down (LAUGHS) ever since I got there. But.  

 

 JW:  How did your boss? 

 

01.13.24 NICK CHIRLS:  No I mean, (?) it was, you know, and as much as I, as much as I didn't like 

my job or my occupation or even many of the people around me, I mean, what happened to 

that place is sad. You know?  It’s still sad. I mean, and it, it also felt, I mean, in many ways it 

felt arbitrary, you know, in terms of which financial firms lived and which financial firms 

died. You know? Because in the end, they were all pretty much in the same spot.  

01.13.58 You know, whether it was Bear Sterns or Lehmann Brothers or Morgan Stanley or any of 

these places. I mean, they, if it wasn’t for government intervention, they would all be gone. 

So you know, I think that the government, you know, undertook an experiment with letting 

Lehmann go bankrupt. And in the end I think it was, I mean, I, I don’t think anyone would 

disagree that it was the wrong decision to let Lehmann go bankrupt. But. 

01.14.30 So I think that’s what, that’s what I think made the employees at Lehmann particularly angry. 

You know, over the whole process, is that it felt, it’s like you’re saving these guys and you’re 

saving these guys, and we got nothing.  So. (~JW~) So that was (?) you know, that’s, it’s 

hard not to, you know, for whatever you thin of these guys or whatever you think of the 

business or whatever, it’s still hard not to, not to feel bad for a lot of these guys, so. (~JW~)  

01.15.09 I mean, the guys that got the worst deal are the guys that are like, somewhere, you know, in 

the middle. Like the, you know, the young 30, 30-year olds who were just you know, haven’t 

made like fortunes like the guys who had been there like 25, 30 years. And just starting to 

make some money and you know, have certain expectations, how they want to look at life 

and they’re starting families and they have mortgages.  

01.15.28 And now, you know, they lost all their money in the company, there’s no jobs for these guys. 

you know, those are the guys that I think I felt the worst for.  But.   
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 JW:  What were you doing in the job? 

 

01.15.45 NICK CHIRLS:  So I worked on, I worked on a corporate bond desk, and a credit default 

swap desk, which is like I guess that in some ways at the heart of the storm.   

 

 JW:  It wasn’t for you? 

 

01.16.12 NICK CHIRLS:  No, I mean, (?) I’ve always I think been interested in financial markets and 

I learned a great deal. I learned a great deal about businesses and how to value a company 

and things that I think will be valuable no matter what I end up doing with my life.   

01.16.31 But it’s the actual job turned out to be something very different than I imagined it being. I 

imagined it being much more academic and intellectually challenging. And in the end, it was 

buying something and selling something over and over and over again every single day. And 

it’s not rocket science.   

01.17.04 You know?  And I think that the, the critical element for me was going home at the end of 

the day and not feeling, not (?) quite understanding what I had done with my day. And not 

feeling as though I had contributed or created or offered any value to the world at all.   

01.17.33 You know? And I think.  You know, no (?) amount of money can change that. And I, I think 

I, I think I recognized that pretty early on. I mean, I think the biggest thing for me is that 

when I went into the business, I didn't quite understand what it was that these people did all 

day, these traders. You know?   

01.17.59 And to me it seemed like very mystical and exotic and interesting. And it’s just you know, 

it’s just buying and selling securities. And taking a little piece out. And I knew as soon as I 

figured it out what exactly these people did I think within the first six months, that I just 

couldn’t do that the rest of my life.  

01.18.28 That said, if the world had been, continued to be a beautiful place and you know, someone 

was offering me, you know, if I had stayed at Lehmann for the next five years and someone 

was offering me millions (?) of dollars to stay and buy and sell something all day, I think my 

decision would have been a lot more difficult. You know?  Just realistically I think it would 

have been. But that wasn’t the case.  
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01.18.57 So it was, I think in the end, even though it took awhile, it was, it was a decision that I think I 

knew I had to make, and I knew I was going to make eventually. You know?  Whether if it 

was for now or when I’m 28 or 30. But I think in the end, I think, I think, it’s, it’s I’m happy 

that I made the decision as early as I did.  You know?  To leave.  

 

 JW:  Timing wise – you left right before? 

 

01.19.31 NICK CHIRLS:  Well,  I hoped, I mean, I mean, I hope (?) I kept hoping to get laid off.  You 

know? (LAUGHS) That was the hope. And in fact, when, when Lehmann went bankrupt, I 

went to my boss and said you know, when you guys, 'cos Barclays came in bought them, you 

know, 3 days later. I, I said, you know, when you guys are figuring out who is gonna be hired 

at Barclays and who’s gonna get laid off, to be completely honest, I wouldn’t mind being one 

of those people laid off.  

01.20.03 I just don’t know if this business is for me, this job is for me. And you know, I don’t want to 

waste anybody’s time. And so he said, all right, no problem, we’ll figure it out. And then you 

know, come like 2 weeks later, he’s like sorry dude. We’re, you know, we need you. Which 

is bizarre, because everyone was getting laid off and everyone was getting fired. But in the 

end of the day, you know, I’m, I’m a young guy and I’m relatively cheap, you know, for, for 

what’s compared certainly compared to what the rest of these guys are making.  

01.20.37 And I was doing all the things that, all the shitty things that they didn’t want to do. So I think 

when I, when I finally realized, after working at Barclay’s for a month or two, that getting 

laid off just wasn’t gonna happen. That I knew I had to say good-bye, you know?  So. 

 

 JW:  That was a big decision? 

 

01.21.01 NICK CHIRLS:  It was a big decision. And I think, I think when we.  I think when we talked 

outside, I was still just a bit, a bit shell-shocked. But. I think it was definitely the right 

decision. So.  I’m still a bit terrified, 'cos I don't have any idea what I’m gonna end up doing 

with my life.  
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01.21.29 But I’m, I’m excited. I know that I need to, you know, have a more creative outlet and be 

involved in creating something whether it’s a business or a book or a, anything else. 

Anything else.  So.   

 

 JW:  Was it hard to make decisions quickly? 

 

01.22.02 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah, absolutely. I mean, and we could talk about this later, but a great deal 

of what, of what my book is about, is about the search of, for my mother. And the search for 

my real mother, that I think I was too young to ever really know. And I think that, you know, 

there’s (?) obviously no mystery that (?) you know, a great, a significant influence in why I 

went to, to work on wall Street, if not the most significant influence was my mother.  

01.22.45 I think it was something that she always thought that I would excel at. And I always thought 

it was something that she enjoyed and she was my hero in many ways.  

01.23.01 And so I automatically viewed the people that worked on Wall Street as you know, heroes in 

a way.  And so yeah, I (?) wanted to do that. And I think it was also, you know, the fact that I 

wanted (STOPS)  

01.23.25 I wanted to follow in my mother’s footsteps. And pick up from, from where she was forced 

to leave off in many ways. So yeah, I mean, I went to work on Wall Street because of my 

mother.  And I think that what I found there was, was disappointing, because I found that it 

was not the, you know, heroic – mystical - intellectual occupation that I thought, that I 

thought it was.  

01.24.08 That (?) I thought my mother did. And I think that you know, one  (?) of the hardest parts 

about recognizing that, the occupation wasn’t those things, was recognizing the fact that 

that’s what my mother did.  

01.24.30 You know, the very, the very job that all of a sudden I, I recognize as something that I don’t 

want is something that I have been striving for my whole life because my mother did it. And 

so what does that say about my mother, and what does that say about the person that I think 

she was?  You know, and what does that say about the hero that I think she was? And so 

yeah, I mean, it was something that I didn't, I think, was extremely hard to acknowledge, you 

know, something that I didn’t want to acknowledge for many months, that you know, I don’t 

think this, this job is all that great.  
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01.25.08 And I don’t necessarily even respect this job. And does that mean that I don’t respect what 

my mother did or who my mother was, and so I think that those issues made it, made it much 

harder to leave and much harder to recognize that I, that this wasn’t for me.  

01.25.33 You know, that I don’t want to do necessarily what my mother did. And I think it’s forced 

me to create a much more realistic view of my mother, and my view of my mother in the 

workplace and view of my mother at home. And kind of reconciling those two, those two 

different characters that I think she possessed.  

01.26.01 Because I think she was a very different person at work and at home. And you know, I think 

it’s also forced me to, to recognize the fact that, you know, what my mother did for a living, 

it was, it’s not, look it’s not disrespectful, it’s not, it’s (?) a perfectly acceptable occupation. 

But I don't think it’s something that I (?) I can justify as, you know, as a heroic element of 

her character.  

01.26.34 You know, and I think that, you know, reconciling that, that reality with you know, I think 

the heroic mother that I think, that I think that she was to me, are, is a hard thing to do.  And 

so yeah, it’s definitely, it’s something that I’ve had to deal with. And that’s, that’s actually 

pretty much, I mean.  

01.27.02 It’s really what I’m writing this book about. And.   

 

 JW:  That’s very interesting.  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:  What is that like working through every day? 

 

01.27.46 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah, yeah. I mean.  Yeah, I mean, writing this book has been an, a very 

interesting process. Because I started writing this book about (STOPS)  

01.28.01 Started writing the book about what I thought it was, what I thought I was gonna examine 

were the parallel deaths between my mother and, and Lehmann Brothers. And I wrote 200 

pages in like the first month. And, and then I stopped writing for a few weeks or you know, 

even, maybe longer, (?) six weeks or something like that.  
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01.28.31 And I couldn’t actually figure out what the book was about. I just couldn’t figure it out. It 

didn't, like, it no longer made sense. What I had written. And this, even how my mother’s 

death connected to Lehmann Brothers’ death. It just, it didn't make sense to me.  And then 

what I realized is that the book isn’t really, it isn’t really about Lehmann Brothers at all.  

01.28.59 I mean, it’s about my mother and it’s about her death and it’s about the person that I 

discovered her to be at Lehmann Brothers. And that’s, I mean, that’s what the book’s about. 

And, and I think, you know, Lehmann Brothers, quite frankly, be irrelevant in the book if it 

wasn’t for, you know, I think that’s where I found a more honest, realistic version of, of my 

mother, by working there. 

 

 JW:  How did you find that out? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  (MID-STATEMENT) well, I mean, one I think just (~JW~)  

 

 JW:  Through people who knew her? 

 

01.29.37 NICK CHIRLS:  By figuring out what these people did all day (~JW~).  I think I, I you 

know, went back and was able to examine a lot of the stories that she told about her job and 

what she did. And talking to people that she worked with at Lehmann Brothers – my boss 

knew her. I had many conversations of the course of my time at Lehmann with, with my 

father about what my mother did.  

01.30.04 And, and how she did it. And I think through all these compilation of, of stories and 

memories that I remember about her talking about her job, and about the business, and about 

and, and through being there, I think I, I was able to kind of put together the pieces to create 

a more, I think, you know, adult, truthful vision of, of who my mother was.   

 

 JW:  So my next question is who was your mom? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  Oh. I mean, (LAUGHS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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01.31.17 NICK CHIRLS:  Well, I mean, I think I (?) only knew my mother at home. That’s how I 

knew my mother. For the first fifteen years of my life. And at home, she was, she was our 

family, you know, she was the glue in our family.  

01.31.39 And she was kind and giving and also funny and inappropriate, and you know, everything 

that she was great.  

01.32.00 But I knew her that, I knew her in the you know, in the family role at home. And I think that, 

I think at work she was a very different person. I mean, she was also extremely outgoing and 

aggressive, and didn't take shit from anybody. And you know, had to be that person to be a 

woman on Wall Street, especially through the ‘80s and the ‘90s when she, you know, fought 

through (LAUGHS) the ranks.  

01.32.32 And it is, I mean, it is a fight on Wall Street. I mean, it is, I only dealt with the politics for a 

year. But I mean, it is every day it’s, it’s your fighting with everybody else for a place in the 

ladder. And it’s ruthless. And I think for, for her, for a woman in the ‘80s and ‘90s it was I 

can’t even, I can’t even fathom. You know, the, the shit that she had to deal with and the shit 

that she had to fight for to be a successful woman on Wall Street.  

01.33.06 So I think that on Wall Street, she was, she was very different than she was at home. You 

know? And I think she had to be. You know? And.  

01.33.30 I think that she did what she did to provide for her family. And that’s it. You know, I don’t 

think that her occupation was necessarily any wonderful – incredible - intellectual 

achievement or, or even incredibly valuable to society, you know, but I think she did what 

she did to, to provide for her family.  

01.33.58 And she did. She (?) provided for her family. And so I think that was her, her goal. And this, 

it might have been singular. But and, and simple. But I think that was what she did. So I 

think that’s how you can reconcile, or that’s how I reconcile those two very different people. 

So I think that’s who my mother was.  

01.34.32 But. Could I read you something, 'cos I think maybe this will help. I actually just found this 

today. And this was, so this is, I went to Lawrenceville, right, for like a semester. When I 

lived in Princeton. And so she had to write, I guess, to, to get into the school, she had to write 

a recommendation for her. 
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01.35.04 Parents have to write a recommendation for their children. (~JW~). And I think that this 

shows how incredibly loyal and proud of her children she was. I mean, I think she literally 

lived for her children, you know? And I think in may ways she, she, you know, she got up in 

the morning every morning at 5 AM to go to a job that I don’t know.  

01.35.39 I, I don’t. I think she liked some days and some days didn't. but I think she did it for her kids. 

So I can read you this. It’s completely ridiculous. It’s like, it’s like the most over-the-top 

ridiculous thing that, of course, parents would write about their children. But I think ,I think 

what’s interesting about it is like in her maybe delusional, prideful way that every parent is 

very proud of their children.  

01.36.13 Pride is not always realistic (LAUGHS) but I think it was, it was at least for her it was 

honest. So anyway, I can read it. So what qualities of character and mind in your daughter or 

son most delight you?  

 

 JW:  What was the question? 

 

01.36.30 NICK CHIRLS:  What qualities of character and mind in your daughter or son most delight 

you?  And she says (LAUGHS) the first line is, this is ridiculous. But - Nicholas is one of our 

modern-day heroes. He is kind and considerate. Even as a child, growing up in New York 

City there were times when he’d ask to borrow a quarter for a homeless man on the corner, 

and then he would say I’ll pay you back from my allowance. He’s superbly intelligent.  

01.36.58 He could (?) we could as easily envision him a research scientist, as a mathematician, a 

doctor, a Wall Street executive, or professional athlete. I don't know about professional 

athlete. But anyway. Having worked on Wall Street for 20 years myself, I, Kathy, in 

parenthesis, am daunted at times by his (?) knowledge and understanding of the economy, 

fixed income and equity markets. Nicholas has a tremendous personality. As, as his friends 

will attest to.  Nicholas is very competitive.  

01.37.29 He likes to win. Even as a child, he would laugh (?) we would laugh over his use of words. 

He would never ask how to play a new game; he would phrase it, how do you win the game?  

We are always impressed by how easy he makes everything look. Usually smiling, he 

achieves tremendous feats and goals. However, as parents, we see the underside. The work 

and focused determination. As a very young child, when he decided he wanted to try karate, 
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(LAUGHS) he wanted to go every day, study with the most demanding master and compete 

in tournaments.  

01.37.59 He would work hard enough to win those tournaments. When he did not, (?) he always saw 

the loss as a challenge and not as a defeat. When we would take him skiing, he was, he was 

the one that would be begging for one more run, regardless of the cold or the hunger or the 

exhaustion with the result that he’d always been, with the result that he has always been the 

best skier. When Nicholas began playing squash, he did so with no expectations on our part 

of his. We had no experience or knowledge of the squash world.  He pursued the game from 

the heart.  

01.38.30 At our local squash and tennis club, they would joke that Nicholas was a squash rat. He 

would push himself to the limit to get to a, to get a ball so that his coach would laugh that 

Nicholas thought squash was a contact sport. Before each tournament, we would ask him, do 

you think we will love you more if you win or love you any less if you lose? To which he 

would eventually answer, oh, Mom or Dad, you're so silly.  So many things about Nicholas 

delight us. We could (?) truly continue for a long, long time.  

01.38.58 None, however, as much as when he gets up for an elderly person on a train or waits (?) 

salaciously on a ski trail saying are you all right? Nicholas is really the whole package – a 

person we truly love, admire and respect. You want me to keep going? 

 

 JW:  Sure if you want? 

 

01.39.18 NICK CHIRLS:  What do you hope a Lawrenceville education will do for your child?  What 

do you believe your son or daughter will contribute to his, to this community? Have you any 

concerns about your child’s readiness for Lawrenceville?  To take the first question, to take 

the last question first, we have no concerns about Nicholas’ readiness for Lawrenceville.  

01.39.35 We believe both academically and emotionally he’s very well prepared. He will be a 

tremendous asset to the Lawrenceville campus and community.  His enthusiasm is 

contagious. He is a motivated, active participant in everything he does. He’ll be thoughtful, 

intelligent member of all his classes. He’s very conscientious and would not even thing of 

showing up to a class unprepared. In fact, part of what he dislikes at Princeton High School is 

that other students show none of his consideration and often show up unprepared.  
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01.39.59 Finally, as mentioned above, he is lots of fun.  Nicholas loves to share his skills. For 

example, he would get enormous pleasure out of organizing and coaching a junior squash 

program. However, he would demand that those involved exhibit the same type of pursuit of 

excellence that is usually his standard. In other words, he cares very much that he can give 

his all.  He enjoys studying with others and he’s a very popular member of work groups for 

his dedication, intelligence and contributions. He is loyal. If he makes a commitment, he 

honors it no matter what else happens to fall in front of him.   

01.40.40 I’ll skip over some of this stuff. This is the, I’ll end with this. Is there anything else you 

would like us to know?  And this is my mother’s response. Only what I used to tell each of 

his lower school, each of his lower school teachers ever year – enjoy. You’ll be truly lucky to 

have such a wonderful asset to your class.  

01.41.00 In this case, your Lawrenceville community. So I didn't mean to, I’m not half of those things, 

and I didn't mean to (?) my own horn, but (toot my own horn?) but she was, she was very 

proud of us, our mother.  Me and my brother and sister. And she, she showed it. To us and 

you know, she bragged to everyone she could about us, and she was, she was wonderful. 

 

 JW:  How does it make you feel to read that? 

 

01.41.36 NICK CHIRLS:  It makes me feel great. I mean, it makes me feel like, those are, those kind 

of things are one of the few things that I did, and I don’t even know what else but, I guess 

home videos and stuff like that, where I can remember my mother, and how much she really 

did love us. And that’s important. To remember my mother and how much she loved me.   

01.42.01 So. (~JW~) And she was proud of us. You know, and I think that, I think reading those kind 

of things is, is you know, I think making, makes leaving my job a bit easier, 'cos I know that 

she would be proud of whatever I choose to do in my life. You know?  As she said, whether 

it’s a doctor or a Wall Street executive. You know, and I think, I think in the end, you know, 

I, I kind of always said, you know, I think I told myself when I went to work on Wall Street 

that’s what my mother would have wanted.  

01.42.32 But I think I went to (?) work on Wall Street because you know, I wanted to be more like my 

mother and follow in her footsteps. And, and I think that for me, doing it was important, and 

for me recognizing that it’s not what I want to do with my life was important.  
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01.42.58 And I think that allowing myself to, to accept that my mother would have been proud of me 

no matter what I do is, is important. But I still think I had to do it, you know? For some 

reason I think I had to go do it and see where my mother worked. And you know, even being 

on the trading floor was like you know, made me feel closer to her, you know? And I think 

before I gave it up, I needed to check it out first.  

01.43.32 I’m glad that I did. You know?  

 

 JW:  That’s just an apparently unconditional love? 

 

01.43.52 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah, just a parent (LAUGHS) just loving her kid, you know what I mean?  

Regardless of who they are. So. 

 

 JW:  What’s interesting is that you just found that recently? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  I found it recently, yeah. 

 

 JW:  Not two years ago? 

 

01.44.11 NICK CHIRLS:  I've red it before, (~JW~) I’ve read it before, yeah. I read it.  I actually think 

my dad showed it to me shortly after my mother died. And then I’ve kept it; I just haven’t 

read it in a long time.  

 

 JW:  It feels like a lot of the process over the last year has been yours to own? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah.  In what way, what do you mean? 

 

 JW:  You quit your job, she didn't quit it for you (LAUGHS)?   

 

01.45.00 NICK CHIRLS:  Definitely. Yeah, I mean, I’m going, yeah. I mean, I, I think I definitely 

made a decision in a very explicit way to go a different path than my mother did. So.  And, 
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and accepting that and be, being happy with it and being at peace with it, I think, has been, 

has taken a little bit of time, and I think it’s taken time since I quit.  

01.45.41 You know, in other words, I think when we talked right after I quit, I don't think I quite had 

that perspective. And I don’t think necessarily I’m, I’m completely at peace with you know, 

with what I’ve done.  

01.45.59 But I think I’m moving in that direction. (~JW~) You know? So. I think what’s scary, quite 

frankly, is just being you know, and this isn’t, doesn’t have anything, to me this is to do with 

everyone my age, is I think it’s, it’s just that in interesting time, and this is a decision that 

you’ve made, you know, for the first time in my life, I’m 22 years old, 23 years old, 24 years 

old, and every person my age has to do this. 

01.46.33 But you’re, for the first time you’re making decisions that are gonna be, they’re gonna have 

a, a much more lasting impact on your life than you’ve ever made, right? You know, so made 

a decision of which college (?) gonna go to. But that’s not gonna have any real, I don’t think, 

any major impacts on how I live the rest of my life, or, but you know, this is the first time 

that I’m making decisions that might have repercussions for the next ten years.  

01.47.05 You know?  And that's, that’s you know, for anyone my age, I think that’s, you know, that’s 

like, it’s a new-scary-exciting thing. You know?   

 

 JW:  How do you feel when that happens? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.47.30 NICK CHIRLS:  I’m (?) I (?) feel nervous. Because I, I think am by nature a neurotic, 

orderly, anxious person. And I think I’ve always lived on a certain track. You know what I 

mean? And I think that’s a result of the person that I am and the place that I grew up, and.  

You know?  

01.48.07 You know, I think I’ve always been on a track of sorts, you know. Going to a good, good 

high school and then have to go to the good college, and then have to make this amount of 

money and then, you know, and I think that, and I think that’s, always been a pressure that 

I’ve put on myself.  
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 JW:  The letter suggests that? 

 

01.48.30 NICK CHIRLS:  Right, right. I’m just a neurotic, competitive person, and for me that meant 

go to Ivy League school, go to Wall Street, make this amount of money, be this successful, 

live in this house, whatever.  And I think, for me, stepping off that track has been something 

that makes (?) you know, however necessary and exciting I think it is at times, it’s, I think for 

just by, you know, my, my natural disposition is also slightly terrifying, for me.   

01.49.13 But I’m a neurotic fucking guy. So.  And I think for, for me, there’ll always be a certain, 

there’ll always be something inside of me that will say like, get back on the track, get back, 

you know, a little voice in my head saying that you need to do this, you need to do this.  

01.49.43 You know, and I’m going to business school (LAUGHS) so it’s not like you know, I’ve 

strayed that far. From the track. So to speak. But.  I know I can’t be a writer. I’ve also found 

that out. It’s too lonely for me.  

01.50.08 I cannot, I, I can’t be a writer for the rest of my life.  I know (?) I can’t be a writer just as 

much as I can’t be a Wall Street Trader. It’s, it’s a, a weird way to exist. In the world. I think, 

very lonely.  

01.50.28 And, you know I can’t do that. I’d like to always write. And I really want to write this book 

and, and I’m, and I’m almost, I’m almost finished with it. And I think that in one way or 

another, I’ll always, I’ve always loved to write, and I think that in one way or another, I’ll 

always, I always loved to write and I always will write. But I think to do it as a, as a 

profession I don’t have it in me, you know? Even for doing it for, you know, four or five 

months, whatever it’s been. 

01.50.59 I can understand how some of these writers just fucking lose it. You know?  Just in your head 

all day. Alone. It’s, it’s scary. You know?  I can see why these fucking guys go outside and 

who, that, Hunter S. Thompson who was fucking shoots his typewriter? You know, in his 

backyard, like you know? I (?) kind of get it.  You know?   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.51.31 END OF TAPE #  NC 064 
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TAPE # NC 065  
Nick Chirls 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
02.00.15 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW: In my transition, I have enjoyed the process of just focusing on this project solely, and 

while I enjoy writing, I’ve found I enjoy people, too.     

 

02.02.41 NICK CHIRLS: (MID-STATEMENT) I think the first, you know, the first month I was still 

like logging into Bloomberg every morning, so I wanted to like see what was going on in the 

market (~JW~) you know, and I still have an interest in that. But I think you know, after a 

month it was just like you know, I logged in less and less frequently, you know.. And now 

it’s like I never, I just don’t really care. It’s you know, it’s. Over it. So. 

 

 JW:  I’m still connected in a way, but I'm not as deeply as before. Giving in to this made 

something happen for me. 

 

02.04.00 NICK CHIRLS: I mean, sometimes like I realize that like my roommate will come home at 

like, you know, 5 PM from, from work, and I’ll just be so excited to be around someone, you 

know what I mean? (LAUGHS) Like I won’t stop talking, just being like yo, dude, let’s go 

do this and that, and it’s just like I recognize it in myself. That like it’s something I didn't use 

to have because I’m just, I’m just so excited to be around a person that I know.  

02.04.28 After spending, you know, 6 hours by myself, in my head, writing. And I think it’s also hard 

to be, I’m also writing about myself and my family and, and I think that that’s particularly 

exhausting and. I’m actually just completely sick of it, you know, to be honest.  

02.04.59 I’m just, I don’t even want to fucking deal with myself. You know? And I think that’s, I 

mean, no offense, but I think that’s really why I want to be, I want to be finished with this 
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documentary as well.  Why I’m ready to be finished with this documentary is because I’m 

just sick of fucking talking about myself. Or I’m just sick of it. Especially writing about it 

and examining it, and it’s just I don’t want to, I want to get away from me. You know?  So I 

think that’s also probably, I think maybe if I was writing something different it might, 

something that you know, maybe it was fictional or about something else, I think maybe I 

would be more accepting of it.  

02.05.45 But that's not to say I’m not really excited about what I’ve done in, in writing this book. And 

I think it will be a meaningful thing, whether it’s just for me or it’s published or something. 

You know, I think it will be meaningful but I definitely need a serious break from myself, 

you know?   

 

 JW:  You were very at ease in the world? 

 

02.06.24 NICK CHIRLS: Don't get me wrong, it’s very nice to wake up at you know, at 9 in the 

morning. I mean, (?) well I mean, working on Wall Street is extremely stressful. That’s just 

the other thing. I was always just so stressed out. I was. You know?  If (?) it was for nothing 

more than just like you know, I, I can’t sleep through my alarm at 5 AM tomorrow morning, 

you know?  

02.06.56 Just that little bit of stress is just like wears on you. I can’t believe people do that job for 20 

years. My mother did it for 20 years. You know? And especially, I mean, I can’t believe how 

these, I (?) don’t understand how these people go to work and then go home and (?) handle a 

family. It’s just.  I don’t get it.  My mother did it. Incredible.  I don’t know how.   

02.07.29 Go to work from 6 to 6 and then come home and deal with the family for a few hours. So. 

 

 JW:  The struggle with quitting your job raises the question of having revelations about your 

mother being two people – one at home and one at work? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.08.35 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah, I mean. Well, the single, I mean, so.  The other half of the book and, 

and this isn’t as much to do with my job. Do you mean in relation to my job or just?  
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 JW:  In relation to you, really. 

 

02.08.55 NICK CHIRLS: So the biggest thing that’s happened in my life, you know, larger than my 

job and larger than anything in my life is, is the reconciliation with my father. It is by far the 

most meaningful event that has occurred in my life over the past many years. You know? I 

like have a father again. And I never thought I would. I mean, there was a point years ago 

where I was pretty sure I would, I would never, ever have a relationship with my father ever 

again.  

02.09.37 And I think a great deal of my reconciliation with my father is a result of, I think, creating 

like a more, a more realistic vision of my mother.  

02.10.00 You know, because I think that after she died, and I think I, I imagine that this happens for, 

for many people after they lose someone is that you immediately at least you know, your first 

reaction is to create like an idealistic version of these people. Right?  You know, my, my 

dead mother never, did no wrong. You know, she did no wrong, she was perfect, her job was 

prefect. She was the perfect mother, and, and she was wonderful.  

02.10.36 But she wasn’t perfect. No one’s perfect. You know, and I think that, I think that my natural 

reaction was to create this like incredibly, I just, an idealistic version of my real mother.  

02.10.58 And I think that what happened was that I held everyone to that standard, you know, 

including my father. And Nicola, was my girlfriend, who was a huge person in my life after 

my mother died. And that’s not to say that these people did no wrong. That’s not to say that 

my father didn't make serious mistakes that I disagree with.  

02.11.29 But I think that I held him to like this incredible unrealistic standard, as a father. And I think 

that creating more realistic idea of who my mother was has allowed me to accept my father 

as a more realistic human being. You know?  As just a dude. You know, he’s my father, but 

he’s also just a, a human being, a guy that lost his wife and his, his best friend.  

02.12.07 You know, my mother was his best friend. My mother was one of his only friends. My 

mother, my dad never had many friends. And I think accepting that, accepting him has 

allowed us to create like a real meaningful relationship. A really meaningful relationship.  

 

 JW:  What were the steps for that to happen? 
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02.12.54 NICK CHIRLS: Yeah, I mean, so basically over the past year and a half or two years, I, you 

know, I returned from college 2 years ago and we still were not really talking.  And somehow 

we started doing, we had dinner together.  

 

 JW:  A single dinner or regularly? 

 

02.13.25 NICK CHIRLS: A dinner. One dinner. And which was like a big deal for us at the time. And 

I think we just both, just you know, laid it out. It was like this is, this is what’s up.  And I 

think the biggest problem that I had, the biggest problem that I had with my father was the 

fact that I don’t think he allowed his children to, to mourn and heal their mother’s death.  

02.14.10 Heal from their mother’s death in a way that was their own. You know? I think the biggest, 

the biggest mistake that my father made, and I don’t think he would disagree, was that you 

know, he, he had his version and idea of what it meant to mourn the loss of a mother, or in 

his case, a wife.  

02.14.36 And, and what it meant, you know, what it meant to move on and what it meant to accept it. 

And I think that I know that I had a very different idea of what that meant. I think a much 

less rigid idea, and a much more open idea.  

02.15.00 You know, for me, mourning, mourning the loss of a mother meant talking about it all the 

time. And being not, not I mean, not to, you know, I, I think you also have to live your life. 

You know, I (?) I mean, mean stop our lives and sit Shiva for ten years, you know, but I 

think, I think.  

02.15.26 I think also, you know, getting over a death is, you have to talk about it and you have to be 

open about it, and you have to confront it, and I don’t, I don’t think that my father did, was 

doing that, and I don’t think he allowed his kids to do that. And I think that my sister and 

brother were so young that they didn't really, I don't think necessarily had an opinion. But I 

felt that they should be allowed to have an opinion. And so I felt that it was a lot of this stuff 

was, was stifled or you know, thrown under the rug.  

02.16.01 And, and I don’t think necessarily confronted. And I think that was a mistake that he made, 

and I think that was the, I think the real, the real major disagreement that I think we always 
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had and that led ultimately to us not even (?) I mean, us really not speaking to one another for 

quite some time.  

02.16.31 Or speaking just purely for you know, formality.  So I think that, you know, we had this 

dinner, and I think that we kind of discussed those issues, and then we decided to have 

another dinner. And it eventually became a weekly dinner over the past year. And I think that 

for the first time, we’ve been able to discuss honestly our differences in a non-aggressive, 

confrontational way.  

02.17.09 In a way that’s actually healthy and is actually you know, created real results. You know, 

created a, I think a, an understanding between us. You know, I (?) I think I.  I have learned to 

understand his limitations.   

02.17.30 You know?  I think his emotional limitations. And I think he’s learned to respect my views 

and positions. And it’s been a, it’s been wonderful and extremely meaningful.  I think, I think 

equally, I mean, I’ve learned, I’ve learned to also accept my stepmother.  

02.18.07 She’s not my mom, but she’s here to stay.  And she’s a completely acceptable (LAUGHS) 

nice, decent human being. You know? She’s not vindictive. She’s not mean. She’s, she’s 

perfectly reasonable.  

02.18.33 You know? And I think that she has also made a, a huge effort in terms of accepting me, and, 

and, you know, making her place in the family in (?) a. I don’t know.  

02.19.06 Making her place in (?) a family in like a, in her own way. You know? Creating her own 

place that I think everyone is more comfortable with. I mean, my sister’s going to college, so 

she just wants out (LAUGHS) period, you know?  

02.19.30 But, but which is, I mean, that’s the other thing, is like. I also haven’t had to live with my 

father or my stepmother for the past 6 years. And I think that it’s been good for everyone. 

You know?  Some space and some time. You know?   

 

 JW:  Was there a moment it turned?  Did you have it out with him? 

 

02.20.13 NICK CHIRLS: Yeah. Yeah. I mean, there was, there was yelling. I think, I think there was a 

moment when he said, when I think you know, I, I said these are the things I think you did 

wrong. You don’t let your kids heal, you shouldn’t have (?) gotten married as early as you 

did.  
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02.20.31 And I think he finally was able to let go of some of his pride and say, you’re right. You’re 

right. I’m sorry.  And that’s all I needed, you know?  And I think, in response I think, I think 

I was able for the first time to say OK.  You know?  

02.21.00 I understand your, you know, you’re a human being and you make mistakes, and. I think he, I 

think his kids are extremely important to him. And I think that he tries as hard as he can, and 

I think he has flaws and limitations like everyone else. But I think that he’s, he has made an, 

a great deal of effort to, to acknowledge them and accept them and apologize for the things 

that he hasn’t done as good as he probably should have.  

02.21.39 After my mother died.  So it’s been, it’s been really nice, it’s been really, really nice. To not 

be furious at my father (LAUGHS) anymore. You know?  It's been really nice.  

02.22.02 And I like him. That's the other thing. I just like my dad. Do you know what I mean? And I 

never thought that that was possible. I like hanging out with him. So it’s really nice. It’s been 

something that I’m sure several years ago sitting in this same seat I’d sure I’d look back at 

the tapes and, and I would never imagine myself saying that now.   

 

 JW:  Powerful emotion is forgiveness, yes? 

 

02.22.49 NICK CHIRLS: I feel like I’m on like fucking Dr. Phil or some shit (LAUGHS) you know? 

But it’s, no. It’s, it’s the truth. It’s the truth.  It’s nice, and I think it’s all, I mean, I think in 

the end, it’s all, it really is all moving on from my mother’s death.  

02.23.12 You know? My mother died and everything fucking went to shit. You know?  Our whole 

family was broken.  And I think that over time, we found a way to come back together and 

make it work without her, without my mother.   

02.32.37 But. Yeah, I mean, I think, I think as long as I was, I was not speaking with my dad and 

angry with my dad, then you know, I think that my mother, I don't think I really could move 

on from my mother’s death, you know?  

02.23.58 'Cos it always would have been something that’s there because my mother died. Because of 

the way we treated each other after my mother died. You know?  And now all of a sudden, 

it’s something that’s not really an issue anymore. And I don’t foresee it being an issue.  So.  

And I think my brother and sister, too.  
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02.24.29 I think my brother and sister, you know, I don’t think they can necessarily articulate it in the 

same way. But I think that they have also learned to accept this new family, you know, this 

new family unit, however different it may be from the one that we once had.  

 

 JW:  What about from your idea of a perfect standard? 

 

 (SIMULTANEOUS CONVERSATION)  

 

 JW:  Has this come from talking from your dad about who your mother truly was? 

 

02.25.39 NICK CHIRLS:  Yeah, totally.  Absolutely. (~JW~) And you know, I went, I went a couple 

of weeks ago to visit my uncle, you know, to essentially interview him all day, about like 

who was my mom. You know? And I think I’ve had the same conversations with my father 

as well.  And yeah, I mean, I think it’s made me a more tolerant human being.  

02.26.04 Of the people around me and of myself, and you know, much less quick to I think to jump to 

conclusions. About why I think why people do the things that they do.   

 

 JW:  What are the lessons in all of this? 

 

02.26.48 NICK CHIRLS: I don’t know. The lessons.  I don’t know if there are necessarily any, any 

you know, one-liner lessons that I’ve learned. But I definitely think, I mean, it’s definitely 

been a process.  

02.27.08 You know?  And I don’t think I would be where I am now without going through all of the 

different steps of the process. You know?  I think, I think (?) yeah, responding to death is a 

long process that takes a lot of time, you know?   

02.27.30 And I don’t think you can, I think I’ve talked to you about this before. But you know, I think 

after my mom died, it was like well, I’m gonna be, and this is I think much like my anxious 

track-oriented mind, you know, I’m gonna be, I’m gonna be over my mother’s death in this 

amount of time. You know, after 3 years I’m gonna be over it. You know, and I think it’s 

just, I think it’s a long process with a lot of different steps and developments. 



Project Rebirth:  Nick Chirls     Tape #  NC 064    JW, Producer       Page 23 of 35 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

02.28.01 And I think that you know, I think in many ways, the, at one point like, you know, the 

destruction of my family, the destruction of the relationship with my father, the destruction of 

the relationship with a lot of people around my, you know, in my life, was you know, another 

step in that process.  You know?   

02.28.27 Whether it was through anger or whether it was through, you know, setting, stetting 

standards for people that were just completely unrealistic. And. I think that if you do it right 

and (?) you know, accept that, that process, and you know, whether it’s gonna be painful and 

long and all over the place, I think that in the end, it, it you know, I think you end up in a 

much better spot, land on your feet.  

02.29.05 I think I’ve landed on my feet. So.   

 

 JW:  This has been an individual process? 

 

02.29.38 NICK CHIRLS: Yeah, no. I mean, I mean, there’s no doubt about that. And I, and 

(LAUGHS) to give myself a little bit of credit, I think I, I knew that pretty early on. It’s that 

everyone heals and goes through this process, in a completely different way. You know? It’s 

yours.  

02.29.57 And I strongly believe that anybody that has to deal with a close death should be allowed and 

encouraged to go through that process and to mourn that person, to remember that person in 

any way that they want to, you know? I really do think that that’s the most critical, important 

part of mourning someone that dies.  

02.30.32 Is doing it your own way, doing how you have to, talking about it when you want to, you 

know? Sharing stories when you want to, and, and creating a proper environment for yourself 

to do that. Because if, I, I think if you feel uncomfortable doing it, then it’s just gonna be, 

you’re never gonna really deal with it. You know?  As long as the process is, you don’t want 

it to be a 50-year process (LAUGHS).  You know?   

02.31.05 I don’t think it has to be that. I don't think it’s something that you have to confront on a daily 

basis for the rest of your life. You know?  So. Yeah, and I think that’s, you know, I think 

that’s, was one of the biggest issues with our house, with you know, with the environment 

that my father created for the kids. 
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02.31.36 Especially with remarrying as quickly as he did.  He created an environment, a house that no 

one felt comfortable. You know, even (?) no one felt comfortable talking about my mom.  

This is only a year after she died, you know, and you're scared to talk about your mother in 

your own home.  

02.32.03 It’s not a good environment, you know?  And even now, I mean, even now, it’s funny 

because I think, you know, our, our home now, even though I don’t live there, their home, 

now, in Brooklyn, I think is a much more open, inviting place than it was 6 years ago.  

02.32.28 You know, I think my mother is talked about more now and discussed more now than she 

was a year after she died. You know, because I think now it’s taken that long for, I think, 

everyone to be comfortable enough with everyone else to, to talk about her.   

 

 JW:  That’s interesting. 

 

02.32.54 NICK CHIRLS: Because, I mean, after, I mean, I mean, once my stepmother entered the 

house a year later, my mother was never discussed.  She was like, was like a forbidden 

subject almost, as least as far as I remember it.  And now I think that she’s discussed 

relatively often. You know?  She’s, she’s there. Not, I think it’s good for everyone.  

 

 JW:  Probably the reconciliation has a lot to do with it? 

 

02.33.34 NICK CHIRLS: Absolutely. (~JW~) I think it’s all those things (~JW~) you know? And I 

can tell you even my stepmother enjoys talking about my mother. In a way that she never 

would have dared 6 years ago.  You know? And I think that’s, I think it’s equally as 

important for her, as it is for all of us. So.  It’s interesting. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:  Blood is thicker than water? 

 

02.36.10 NICK CHIRLS: Yeah. I mean, it was. My mom also. I mean, it was incredibly important for 

her family to be close to one another, and incredibly important for her children to be close 
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with one another. My, 'cos my dad, my father, I, I’m probably told you this. My father 

doesn’t talk to his father. I ever talk about that?  

02.36.34 Yeah, my father hasn’t talked to his father in, since I was, probably 20 years. You know, I’ve 

only met my grandfather a handful of times.  In fact, my father doesn’t really talk to most 

members of his family. He talks to his brother, he has a brother and sister, they talk 

occasionally. And he talks with his mother, but he hasn’t talked to his father in 20 years.  

02.37.01 But I think my mother always encouraged him to a certain degree to try to reconcile that 

relationship with his father. And he never did, but I think my mom always encouraged it to a 

certain degree. And I think that she would have been extremely upset to, to, if my, me and 

my father ended up the same way. (~JW~)  

 

 JW:  Good for your dad to not let that happen with you? 

 

02.37.40 NICK CHIRLS: Yeah, I’m sure. And I mean. He hates his dad so much I’m sure it would, 

you know, it would, I’m sure it, it pissed him off more than anything to, to (LAUGHS) 

acknowledge that you know, for a brief time there, he was ending up like his dad.  

02.38.05 You know? (LAUGHS) I’m sure that fucking pissed him off, but.   

 

 JW:  There isn’t too much more to talk about, even though I feel I should ask you some 

questions since this is our last time together?  How have you changed? 

 

02.39.01 NICK CHIRLS: Yeah, I mean, I think I’m less angry. You know, I’ve said this before, you 

know, I’m not angry anymore. I think I’m more tolerant. I don’t know. I mean, I think in 

many ways I’m the same, you know?  

02.39.32 I do think in many ways I’m the same and always will be the same person at my core. I don’t 

think that my mother’s death you know, at, at the core changed who I am. You know?  I like 

to believe that I’m a lot like my mother, you know, that she raised me and that, you know, 

her death isn’t gonna change that.  But yeah, I definitely, I think I feel like I’ve tweaked a 

couple, tweaked a couple things.   

02.40.00 You know?  I think that yeah, I think I’m just a less rigid, angry person. Which I think for a 

little while I was there.  You know?  Angry at the government and angry at my father, and 
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angry at you know, Arab terrorists.  And Osama bin Laden, you know?  Not, I’m not, I’m not 

angry anymore.  

02.40.32 I’m just not. Still sad that my mother died. You know?  I don't think that’ll, I mean, I don't 

think that’ll ever go away. I still miss my mom. But yeah, I think I’ve learned to accept it, 

and I think I’ve learned to accept the, all the people around me that also in many ways went 

through the same thing, you know?  

02.41.04 Whether it was my father, girlfriend or friends or whoever, you know?  

 

 JW:  A couple of years ago you described it as feeling really numb? 

 

02.41.22 NICK CHIRLS: I feel like that goes in and out. You know?  When I think about my mother 

and I think about her death. And I think about remembering her, you know?  And I think it 

goes like, it goes in waves, you know?  Couple of months here that I’m like I can’t really 

think that much of it, (?) really know, like have trouble remembering my mom. And don’t 

even really feel that like emotionally connected to it anymore, just 'cos it was so long ago. 

You know? And then all of a sudden, there’ll be a couple of months where it’s like I 

remember little details about her all the time. 

02.42.03 And you know, I’ll have a dream about her, and I’ll you know, be, be really sad that she’s 

gone, and you know, it’s, so I think it goes in waves. You know?  I think that, I mean, I think, 

I really missed her when I was making this decision to leave, to leave Lehmann, you know? 

And (?) and going through the realization that I didn't like the job, that I didn't want to do the 

job, you know?  

02.42.35 It’s obviously something I would have loved to talk to her about. Get advice from her. She 

had been doing to for 20 years. There would have been no one better to talk about it with, 

you know?  And I thought about, so (?) those couple of months when I was deciding to quit, I 

thought about her a great deal. And what she would say and the advice she would give me 

and, and so I thought about her a lot then.  

02.43.05 So I think it comes in waves. I think it, I can think it kind of depends on what’s going on in 

your life, you know, where you think about this person, or at least a mother, you know, 

someone that always gave me advice and someone that guided me through my life. I think 
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that, you know, certainly what I’m making any, any decision in my life, I, I think probably 

miss her more than just the daily stuff.  

 

 JW:  Is it because of the nature of your relationship? 

 

02.43.43 NICK CHIRLS: Yeah, yeah. she was, you know, my guide. You know? Whenever there was 

a big decision or a, or a, any problem I have, you know, any problem I ever struggled with, 

she would be the person I would go to, you know? She was, I was, she was literally the, the 

closest person in my life, you know?  

02.44.04 And that's not an idealization. You know? That is, that is, that, that it’s real. 

 

 JW:  Which part? 

 

02.44.14 NICK CHIRLS: That my mother was the first person I would go to for anything. The mother 

that I, you know, the person that I told everything to, the person that I felt closest to was my 

mom.  So.   

02.44.32 Going through those same things and not having that person is still. I mean, obviously  

 after 7, 8 years, whatever it’s, you know, 7 years, 7 ½ years,  I’ve gotten used to making 

decisions without her. But yeah, I still think about her. And still wish that she could give me, 

you know, the advice like she used to. You know?   

 

 JW:  It feels like with every (~ovlp~)  

 

02.45.03 NICK CHIRLS: And it’s not like she ever made decisions for me, you know? She always 

said, you know, it’s your life, it’s your decision. But she would, you know, help me here and 

there.  

 

 JW:  Does it feel that part of what’s going on is the big Lehmann’s decision was a sense of 

independence? 
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02.45.41 NICK CHIRLS: Definitely. And I mean, I, I also definitely you know, I think that I think that 

it’s, it’s for me, it’s gonna be, it’s, it’s much easier to move away to Hong Kong and to 

China, knowing that I’ve kind of like tied some loose ends here first. You know? With my 

father and with other relationships that I have.  

02.46.07 You know, I think that moving away, well, it’s easier and harder. Right?  'Cos harder I’m, I’ll 

obviously miss these people that I’ve I think I have back in my life. But it’s easier in the 

sense that I think they’ll be around if and when I come back. You know?  So.   

 

 JW:  Are you excited about China? 

 

02.46.36 NICK CHIRLS: Yeah. I mean, I’ve, I have no idea what I’ve got myself into. I’m terrified. 

But yeah, I’m excited. Really excited. I mean, it’s Hong Kong, it’s not really, it’s not like I'm 

going into the, you know, Chinese countryside. It’s like Asian New York.  But yeah. I’m 

excited. I’m (?) actually, honestly, I’m, I’m not,  

02.47.07 I’m probably not as excited as I should be. just because I think I’m a bit scared to move 

halfway, or all the way across the world to a place I’ve never been. But no, I think (?) it’ll be 

a really, really good experience. You know, and I know that I, I have to leave New York. I 

just, I need to get out of this. Out of this city for I don’t know, for however long. (~JW~)  

02.47.34 I’m just, I just, I don’t know. I’m just sick of it. You know? It doesn’t feel like as fun as it 

used to. It feels more like a, like a zoo.  You know?  You know, at times we’re like, you 

know, walking through the subway, you know, like 2 years ago like not caring about all the 

crowds. Now it’s just like I want all these fucking people to get out of my way.  

02.48.01 Immediately, you know? And that’s when I realized like it’s not them. It’s like me just 

having to get out of this place for a little bit. You know?   

 

 JW:  You’ve become a New Yorker? 

 

02.48.13 NICK CHIRLS: Well, I’ve always been a New Yorker, but I could deal with all the people 

around me, and now I’ve just, I’ve kind of lost my patience for it. So.  And I don’t know. I 

mean, I feel like, the other side is just like I feel like I have to, I have to like be an interesting 

human being.  
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02.48.33 And I don’t feel I can be an interesting human being if I’ve only lived in New York for, if I 

live in New York for my whole life, you know? I never, I never went abroad in college. Or 

did any of that stuff, you know?  So. Wonder if that makes sense? 

 

 JW:  It goes to the other thing about working on Wall Street and not creating anything of 

value? 

 

02.49.16 NICK CHIRLS: I would love, I’m, I’m kind of obsessed at the moment with, with venture 

capital. I think I would be like good at it and love doing it, you know?  Helping create 

businesses. You know?   

02.49.33 Taking really good ideas and creating companies out of them. Sounds just like a lot of fun to 

me. You know?  And I’m sure there’s, I, from what I’ve heard there’s like great venture cap 

opportunities out in Asia. I think that would be like wildly interesting. You know?   

02.49.59 And it think that it would be satisfying. I think. I don’t see why it wouldn’t be. So. I think 

that’s kind of the new, that’s the latest thought of maybe after school doing, trying to get 

involved in that, so.    

 

 (SIMULTANEOUS CONVERSATION)  

 

02.50.27 NICK CHIRLS: What do you think? You think that makes sense? 

 

 JW:  I always, I’m a little impartial in these, but I think it’s great. 

 

02.50.39 NICK CHIRLS: Yeah, I mean, I want to be involved in, you know, I think that I have, I think 

that I have a good, natural business sense. And I’m going to business school, so I feel like I 

should be in that world, and I think that, that’s a very creative way to be involved in that 

world. And so.  We’ll see.   

02.51.05 I don’t know, it could change any day.  

 

 JW:  That’s what makes it interesting? 
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 NICK CHIRLS: Yeah, that’s the interesting part.  

 

 JW:  Any dreams that have been significant? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS: Not really. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS) 

 

02.51.26 END OF TAPE #  NC 065  

 

TAPE #  NC 066 
Nick Chirls 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
03.00.27 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:  What does thinking of September 11th bring to you now? 

 

03.01.23 NICK CHIRLS:  I don’t know. I guess in (?) many ways, it feels very foreign to me. I think 

maybe many years ago it (?) had September 11th had greater political, worldly implications.  

03.02.11 In the sense that my mother was involved in this incredible attack on America and our ideas 

and our way of life. And my mom was a part of that, you know?  

03.02.30 And I think a lot of that stuff, you know, even after a, even after, you know, a war in Iraq and 

in Afghanistan, those things hardly come to mind when I think of September 11th anymore. I 

don't know if that makes sense. And when I think of the words September 11th, I just think 

about my mother passing away.  

03.03.02 It’s that simple. You know, in, in, but in a way that you know, a lot of the, a lot of the 

violence, I think, has also gone away. You know?  I don’t think murder anymore.  
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03.03.26 Whereas I think years ago in the (?) you know, in the beginning, I thought about this 

incredible event that my mother was murdered, you know, and it was violent and it was 

awful. And now I think, when I think about that day, I think much more simply about that my 

mother passed away, it could have been in her sleep. Could have been you know, a, a.  

03.04.03 Cancer. A non-violent cancer. You know what I mean?  It seems much more ordinary. Her 

death. Than I think it once was. Felt very spectacular 7 years ago, and now it just feels like an 

ordinary death.  

03.04.28 But not in a good way or a bad way. Just in that’s the way it feels. I think also the fact that, 

you know, I’ve experienced other deaths since. I’ve also impacted that. You know, whether 

it’s, you know, my mother’s mom, my grandmother has died since. And one of my best 

friends, this guy Patrick, who I don’t know if you guys have, know, who actually lives in 

China, who lives in Shanghai. 

03.05.02 Both of his parents died within a month of each other a couple of years after my mother died, 

and so I’ve kind of gone through those deaths with him in many ways. So I  think that you 

know, my mother’s death was the first real death that I think I experienced or any of my 

friends experienced. And I think that having a, unfortunately, you know, having several 

deaths since has, has, I think made my mother’s death less extraordinary.  

03.05.46 But again, not in a, not in like a way that upsets me or anything. It’s just I think it’s just, you 

know, it is what it is. I don’t need my mother’s death to be spectacular and extraordinary and, 

you know?  So.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:  What does it all mean? 

 

03.07.15 NICK CHIRLS: No, I mean, I think that, I don’t know. I think that, I think that death is a part 

of life, you know?  

03.07.31 And I think that in everyone’s life you experience death, unfortunately. I think I happened to 

experience death, as did everyone that lost someone on September 11th in an unusual way, 

but that doesn’t necessarily make it any more important or less important or you know?   
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03.07.56 It’s a sad fact of life that you have to deal with death. But.  It doesn’t mean the rest of your 

life has to be sad. You know?  I still live a happy life, I still live a wonderful life. And I think 

that, I also just think family is important, in any death.  

03.08.28 You know?  Family is incredibly important. My mother always stressed that, and, and I 

believe it. Not just your immediately family, but you know, your friends and your, the people 

in your life. I think dealing with a death, it’s important to go through that death with them. 

And.  However long it takes.  You know?  

03.08.59 It took my father and I six years to actually deal with my mother’s death together, 7 years. 

But I think we’re doing it now in our own way.  You know, and I think that, I think that 

having people around you is wonderfully important. I was lucky to have some incredible 

people around me. After my mother died.  

03.09.28 And I’m lucky now to still have them around me. I don’t know, I guess, that’s what it meant 

to me I guess.   

 

 JW:  Any thoughts about the site itself? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.09.58 NICK CHIRLS: I think just as much as like September 11th has faded from this violent, 

political, spectacular thing, I think that that site for better or for worse, and maybe it’s just a, 

a result of very still, very little being there, I think that site has become less and less 

important to me, over the years. You know?  I think in the beginning, it was this holy grave.  

03.10.34 For my mother. It was my mother’s gravesite. That’s how I viewed it.  And I don’t know. It, 

it might very well be a result of how, how the city has dealt with the place, but it no longer 

feels as important.  

03.11.04 I think it’s still important, and I think it always will be. I’ll be excited to have something 

there, a memorial or whatever else they put there, I don’t, I don’t even really know anymore. 

But, I don’t really follow it. But. And I’m sure I’ll go there. I think an important, it’ll almost 

be important to me not for me, but like you know, I don’t know, for my kids or something 

one day, to bring them there, and say you know, this is where your, this is where your 

grandmother died, you know?   
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03.11.35 In this way. And I think that to explain that to them, or whoever, I think it will be important 

to me. But for me?  I don’t know. I think the place that is still important to me, that has 

always been important to me, is the promenade.  

03.12.02 In Brooklyn. Because it’s close to where we grew up, and it’s a place that was close to where 

I grew up. It’s a place that you can see the skyline, used to see the towers. You know, I grew 

up going, going to the promenade, and looking across at the World Trade Center where my 

mom worked.  

03.12.29 That place was always very important to me, and it’s still very important to me, I think, in a 

way that is, is more important than, than I think the site is, at this point.  But that said, I don’t 

know. I mean, I think it is, I think it is too bad that the city’s handling it in the way it has. 

You know, I think maybe if they’d, if they put up, you know, names or, or like you know, 

what do they call it, the headstones, or something, what’s at a gravesite?  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.13.07 NICK CHIRLS: Put up headstones, you know, within the year, I’m sure would have like felt 

much more like a, like a place that my mother was buried, or a more meaningful place. But I 

don’t know. Now it just feels like a bunch of space and dirt.  

03.13.27 Not quite as meaningful. So.   

 

 JW:  Anything else? 

 

 NICK CHIRLS: No, I think that’s it. I think.  

 

 JW:  Thank you. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.14.09 NICK CHIRLS: I hope this becomes a meaningful project to, to people that, to people that 

see it.  (?)  
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.18.19 NICK CHIRLS: Every death is different. You know? I mean, my, my close friend, Patrick, 

he had a mom that died of cancer and a father that died of a heart attack. And the things that 

he was thinking and dealing with were very different than the things that I, I think dealt with 

after my mother’s death. So.   

03.18.43 You know? It has to be. Of course, it’s individual. You know? It’s like the, the death, every 

death is different, so.  Your reaction to it has to be different, for each person. I think. But.   

 

 JW:  But there are (~ovlp~)  

 

03.19.07 NICK CHIRLS: Yes, exactly. There’s, there are common elements where people can, can, 

can help one another, I think, you know?  I like to think that I was helpful for Patrick. After 

he dealt with those deaths, and I, I certainly think that my connection with him grew a lot 

closer after he experienced those things.  

03.19.36 So yeah, yeah, there’s definitely, probably you know, be stressed more is that there’s 

definitely a common thread between every, every person mourning someone that’s died, 

regardless of how individual those different things may be. For sure. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.20.34 NICK CHIRLS: I actually  read this at the, at the Cantor memorial.  (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.21.02 NICK CHIRLS: (MID-STATEMENT) so she wrote this. My mother wrote this, Valentine’s 

day, 2001.  This is February 14th 2001, six months before she died. And it goes, my dearest 

Nicholas. I love you so, will you be mine, and then in parenthesis, at least for a couple of 

more years. And then. 

03.21.30 I’m not sure if, this is a poem that she wrote. I think. Make a memory with your children, 

spend some time to show you care. Toys and trinkets can’t replace those precious moments 
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that you share. Love always and forever, Mommy.  It’s kind of cheesy. And then on the 

other, on the other half is a poem by a poet who I don’t know.  

03.21.59 But it’s, it’s by, by a poet named Dena (Mullock Kreck?). And it doesn’t look, look to have a 

title. Autumn to winter, winter into spring, spring into summer, summer into fall, so rolls the 

changing year. And so we change. Motion so swift, we know not that we move. I like that 

one. (?)  

03.22.37 Yeah, that's one of my favorite things that I have of my mother’s.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.23.28 B ROLL – NICK SEATED IN CHAIR 

 

03.23.46 NICK CHIRLS: To take the last question first, we have no concerns about Nicholas’ 

readiness for Lawrenceville. We believe both academically and emotionally he is very well 

prepared. He’ll be a tremendous asset to the Lawrenceville campus and community. His 

enthusiasm is contagious. He’s a motivated, active participant in everything he does. He’ll be 

a thoughtful, intelligent member of all of his classes. He’s very conscientious and would not 

even think of showing up to a class unprepared.  

03.24.11 In fact, part of what he dislikes at Princeton High School is that other students show none of 

his consideration and often show up unprepared. Finally, as mentioned above, he’s lots of 

fun.  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.24.28 NICK CHIRLS: Autumn to winter; winter into spring; spring into summer; summer into fall 

– so rolls the changing year, and so we change. Motion so swift we know not that we move. 

 

03.24.52 B ROLL – STILLS  

03.26.44 ROOM TONE  

03.27.26 END OF TAPE #  NC 066 

 


	TAPE #  NC 064
	TAPE # NC 065
	TAPE #  NC 066

