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05.01.00 PICTURE UP 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

05.04.18 TANYA:    I put the banners out, which I’m gonna do again today.  Which was also quite, 

like I did, changed the first one yesterday at my store.  Like, I’m gonna get weepy.  It’s been 

hanging for the year, you know?  Faded and (PAUSE).  So. 

 

 JW:   You haven’t been back to the store for a while? 

 

05.04.45 TANYA:    Well, I go in, I, I can check in more now, but I don't, I can’t still you know, I, I 

never will be able to work behind the counter with customers.   

05.04.56 Like I had, you know, one time that I went in there, there was uh, a woman, and I know 

everyone means well, you know, but it’s just uh, this was the perfect example.  Like 

whenever I had doubts about the decision I made to not work there any more, like something 

always shows me  I made the right decision.  I think Sergio does it.  (LAUGHS) So I went to 

the store this one day, and apparently this woman had been going in almost every day 

looking for me.  And I, you know, I didn't really remember her.   

05.05.29 I guess my memory’s clouded anyway, and to kind of go back to a place where there was my 

day to day, it’s hard for me to kind of draw on some things, and we had a lot of customers.  

But in any event, so I’m in the store and uh, I kind of go in there and I put my dark glasses 

on, 'cos I really don't want to have to confront people.  And I know they all mean well, and 

it’s just very awkward, 'cos they just want to reach out and, you know, give me their 

condolences, which of course are appreciated, but at the same time it’s just like (?) you 

know?   
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05.06.03 And uh, so she was very nice, and in the store she came up to me and she just said, you 

know, I just want you to know, you know, I’m very sorry you know, and it’s good to see you 

here and, which was very nice.  And uh, usually I can’t stay in the store more than 10 

minutes before I get emotional.  So I just got to kind of break out, you know?  So she was 

lingering a little bit, and then when I left the store, she kind of got me in the street, you know, 

and she just kind of grabbed me like this and pulls me into her like wouldn’t let go.   

05.06.36 Like I, you know, and she’s like you know, slowing my pace down, like she’s (LAUGHS) 

gonna, and she’s like you know, I just want you to know I was, I know exactly how you feel.  

I’m like, Ok, thank you, you know, 'cos (LAUGHS) she was my, my husband, Gino, he’s a 

detective for 11 years, and he was there that day.   

05.06.59 And I said oh, ok, you know, I’m sorry, whatever.  She goes, well, no he made it out, you 

know, and then couple of minutes into this thing she says that, you know, and they’ve been 

divorced and whatever, and all of these things but it, but I know exactly how you feel.  And 

I’m (LAUGHS) like no you don't.  You don't. I mean, and I.  I feel bad for feeling like that, 

but at the same time, it’s like no, you don't know how I feel. And that I appreciate that you’re 

trying to comfort me, but you’re not comforting me right now.   

05.07.30 Your husband lived (LAUGHS), you know?  And so when I go into the store, it’s uh, it’s just 

kind of to go and check on things, and my friend, Blaine has been working there, and it looks 

beautiful.  I do the, I still do the buying for the store.  So I go to the gift shows. I come home 

every two seeks from you know, I’m between here and Miami.  So every two weeks I come 

home and take care of the receipts.   

05.07.59 And but I’m, I’m facing like a major milestone, and I have to renew my lease.  It’ll be 5 

years that we’ve been there.  And uh. 

 

 JW:   Which is incredible, you know?  It’s very hard for people to start businesses, and you 

had a very clear emotional drive. 

 

05.08.28 TANYA:    Yeah, against so many people’s uh, opinions, they said, you couldn’t, can’t do it 

there.  And I still, I can’t even tell you if I know what my bottom line is, 'cos I just don't. I 

just kind of come home and I pay the bills and I see that there’s certain, I guess uh, there’s a 

certain balance, but I don't really know, you know, and people ask me all the time, how’s the 
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store?  You doing Ok, whatever?  And my answer is well, it looks good. (LAUGHS) You 

know?  'Cos it does.  Looks fabulous. It’s full.  Customers, you know, people still shop.  

05.09.00 I know business is definitely lower.  I think uh, I had been so afraid for so long to just even 

like figure out what the sales were, and I think I did that in February.  I kind of logged 

everything in, and when I saw there was like 25% down, I was like, fuck. You know?  So 

whether or not I’m breaking even, I could be losing.  But I can’t make that decision yet.  

There’s a part of me that just doesn’t want to confront it.   

05.09.29 Once I found out that I lost 25% of sales, I don't want to know more, you know?  But as I’m 

coming to the end, February I’m supposed to renew.  I, I have to get a hold of it, but I just, I.  

I have all these receipts piled up, you know, for months, just kind of waiting for me to log 

them in and make an assessment, and I just can’t assess, you know?  Like accountants on 

standby.  'Cos I say, I’m gonna come in and maybe we could work out, see how viable it is.  

And I told him that in May.   

05.10.03 And here we are, September.  So I come home and, and uh, besides my personal mail which 

is about, has to be like 65, 70% 9-11 related.  And I don't get any mail in Florida.  So I come 

home and I’m confronted with these piles of newsletters about you know, remains and 

fighting for the footprints and you know, counciling letters about you know, this milestone or 

that milestone, Father’s Day, you know?   

05.10.40 And once I sort through that, then I have to deal with the stack of store paperwork, and it’s 

like uh, I come home to get beat up.  You know?  I come home and I, I walk in the door and I 

try to leave it clean when I leave.   

05.11.01 But more likely than not, it’s not.  You know?  And there’s just papers and, and uh, with ever 

like mail. It’s just like (?) letter (?).  And uh, but I deal. I, I kind of get through it.  It’s like 

my first two days home are very intense, you know?  Like I, (?) there’s a difference between 

here and Miami.  Like when I get to Miami, there’s nothing there waiting for me that I have 

to really deal with except my beautiful apartment, right?   

05.11.35 So I can go to Miami and just unzip by bag, hang up my clothes, you know, settle in, go get 

on my bike and, and breathe.  When I come home, I kind of push my suitcase into the 

bedroom, if that.  Sometimes it’s just in the foyer (LAUGHS).  And if I need anything there, 

I just open it. And it take me about 2 or 3 days to even unpack the suitcase.   
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05.11.59 I notice this, I (?) taken about 2 or 3 days uh, to unpack the suitcase.  And then I hit the mail 

right away.  Check the messages, and people call.  Crying.  (?) this is intense, you know?  

But then I, I guess probably by 3, 4 days, once I get through the mail, unpack my suitcase, 

clean up a bit, go see my family, Sergio’s family, then I start to get Ok again.   

05.12.33 It’s just, such a, a roller coaster, but a necessary one, I think.  Uh, 'cos I know I have to 

confront these things, but you know, I, I also need to run away, because it’s just, it’s just too 

intense.  So.  But uh, there’s that part of me that wants to stabilize again, you know, and it’s 

very hard to stabilize when (LAUGHS) I’m flying back and forth every two weeks, and my, 

my worlds are so split, you know?   

05.13.02 But I guess it’s worked for me so far, and uh, I’ll figure out. I guess I just, I’m trying to take 

it as I go and hopefully some state open enough so if an opportunity presents itself to me 

where I can kind of make a decision that, you know, like (?) I have this fantasy that I’m  just 

gonna get this whole new life one day (LAUGHS).  You know?  I don't know.  I, I think, I, 

I’m ready to kind of meet someone and uh, start a new life.   

05.13.33 Share my life with someone again.  I, I miss you know, I miss being in a relationship.  I miss 

sharing my life.  I miss having someone to talk to about uh, sharing a common goal, you 

know?  Uh, so I kind of feel like this is just a transition period.  You know, before a whole 

new life comes.   

05.14.00 You know, but then at the same time, who am I fucking kidding sometimes, you know?  

(LAUGHS)  You (?)  baggage (LAUGHS) like crazy baggage.  You’re 35, you know?  You 

gone through and are continuing to go through just this thing that you know?  I know I’m not 

the only one. I mean, thousands of people have had to experience, but it’s just, to bring it 

back into my world, how do you (PAUSE)   

05.14.33 You just do, I guess. I don't know. How do you start from a place where like you know, like 

at home here in New York, I, I still, I still haven’t cleaned out the closets, Sergio’s side, his 

drawers.  Like I can’t do it, you know?  (?) Of course the pictures are still up.  Some people 

have,, and I’ve spoken to others that had, had to put it away, you know, but I can’t put it 

away, and I can’t put his stuff away.  

05.15.08  'Cos I feel like I do that (PAUSE)  And then there’s just this space, you know?  So like part 

of me, I’ve also been shopping a lot to try and kind of fill up or make, you know, bring in 
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things that will fill up the space for when I do have the strength, moxy, whatever the fuck 

you want to call it, to, to make that step.   

05.15.35 But instead, my side of the closet is just jammed with stuff.  Sergio’s things, you know, 

which I come home and I, they’re kind of there in my peripheral vision, and I can go, I can 

go, I do buy, shove more things into my side, and Sergio’s things are there.  His shoes are 

there, his shoes are under the bed, you know?   

05.15.58 And uh, every once in a while I’ll get that moment where I just kind of look and I say, oh, I 

remember that shirt (PAUSE).  So.  You know, you read, I read in the grieving books that, 

you know, that’s, that’s one of the necessary steps to take (LAUGHS) and I think about when 

we moved into this apartment, you know, the old man that, that sold it to us, he had kept the, 

was his mother’s bedroom, which is our bedroom now, you know, and he had all of her stuff 

in there.   

05.16.39 And she had died and we bought the apartment and like uh, 2000.  The mother had died in 

the early ‘90’s, and all of her stuff was still there, you know?  They, the mother of the old (?) 

man that we bought the house from, he had lived with his mother.  And uh, I said, wow, he 

kept all of his, her stuff, you know, this is pre, pre September 11th, you know?   

05.17.07 And uh, I can remember thinking, that must not be too healthy, right, because everything was 

almost kept as it was, but then at the same time, I’m in this position now, right?  And uh, I 

made some adjustments, like I kind of moved his dresser from one side to the other side, you 

know, but they’re still full.  His clothing, you know, everything is still there.   

05.17.31 And uh, now I’m in this position that this old man was in.  It’s like you can’t, you can’t.  I 

just can’t do it.  You know?  Like even uh, for the longest time I (?) you know, Sergio had a 

chocolate cabinet.  He had a sweet tooth, so like the right cabinet above the kitchen sink was 

filled with just every junk food you could imagine, Oreos, you know.   

05.17.59 And (CLEARS THROAT) you know, I took me, I don't know, it was over a year before I 

could just kind of get that stuff out, you know?  And then uh, we have a, a pantry, and this 

was like one of my recent trips home.  It was probably where are we, in September?  

Probably late July, early August.  And the pantry I never really go into. I mean, I have tool, 

the tool box is down there, and stuff like that.  

05.18.28 But I was kind of opening the cabinets in the kitchen, and I said, you know, I got to get rid of 

some of this stuff. So I started to purge, you know, all kinds of shit. And then I said, ok, let 
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me move these vitamins into the pantry, right?  So I go to the pantry and I come across 

Sergio’s cereal.  Uh, and it was this honey bunch of oats.  He liked Cheerios, and he never 

really liked cereal.  He never drank milk, really, before me.   

05.18.59 When we went to Germany in ’95, kind of he got into the granola with the milk.  So it 

became a new thing for him to drink milk and have cereal. You know, so here I am. 

 

 JW:   Did you introduce him to that? 

 

05.19.13 TANYA:    Yeah, I, I guess he kind of just broke down.  I say, you should try it, you know?  

(LAUGHS) In Germany, and he liked it.  Enough so that he, I’m not really a cereal buyer, 

but he would buy cereal. So I hadn’t opened the, I mean, I try open that pantry in, in almost 2 

years, right?  But I never like confronted the cereal box.  'Cos it was kind of behind things, 

right?   

05.19.34 And this one day, so I, I had to make space for these vitamins, you know, and I, it took every 

ounce of like to, a prescription with Sergio’s name on it, you know, I, and I had to talk 

myself through it.  I had to say, Ok.  This is way expired.  And this is a prescription for you 

know, whatever is uh, he had broken his wrist.   

05.19.59 Whatever it was for, you know, it’s not necessary any more. I have to, I have to throw this 

out, right?  This, what do you need this for?  Ok, so I, I did that.  Then the cereal. 

 

 JW:   What was that moment?  Tell me more about that moment. 

 

05.20.16 TANYA:    It’s kind of just (?) I had to talk myself through it.  I just have to say that, ok, you 

have to let it go.  'Cos then there’s that part of me that says, it, I don’t know if I’m just that 

much more aware of my own mortality now.   

05.20.31 Not that I care sometimes, but like sometimes I think, ok, imagine that it’s like 50 years 

down the line, and I’ve died, right?  So somebody has to clean out my shit.  So here’s this 

prescription bottle of Sergio’s that, you know, it’s like more, more stuff for them to have to 

worry about besides just me.  Do you know what I mean?  So I don't know if. I should talk to 

my shrink about that one (LAUGHS).  Maybe it’s, maybe it’s that just that thing about 

having to come back here again and again to it.   
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05.21.09 You know?  So I just said, Ok, I, I could throw this prescription.  I just let it go.  And I kind 

of had, I don’t know if I hear Sergio or I convince myself that I hear Sergio, telling me it’s 

not necessary.  Just let it go, you know?  Cereal box?  (?) Cereal box.   

05.21.28 I did it, but it was like, I, I looked at the cereal and it was never opened.  So it’s like wow.  

Like he never got to enjoy the cereal.  Wow, he ate cereal, like it made me think of just the 

little things that, that are starting to kind of escape me now.  Just the little things that normal, 

every day life things of him getting up in the morning to make himself a bowl of cereal, you 

know?   

05.22.00 I mean, the big memories are of course gonna always be with me, but those little things that 

are escaping me now that are, that are not as accessible. You know?  With that, tell me that 

time is passing, you know, and it’s bringing me further away from our life together.  You 

know, but I said ok.  The (?) cereal had expired.  You remember now that he ate cereal.   

05.22.36 So now if you throw this box away and you never encounter this trigger, are you gonna 

forget that he ever ate cereal?  (LAUGHS). You know?  So it’s like all right, I have to throw 

away a trigger from my memories, you know?  So.  I, luckily I’m still in group when I go, 

come home.  

05.23.00 I try to see the girls.  My councilor, I do one on one with her.  And she made a good 

suggestion is like if that’s so important to me, you know, that, just write it down.  Just write 

that little memory down that yes, he ate honey bunch of oat cereal, and he drank it, he ate it 

with milk, and he, he started to eat cereal with me when we were in Germany.  So that it’s 

not as, you know, so I don't have to have like closets full of things.   

05.23.30 I could have all my triggers in this little journal.  So I’m gonna try it and when, when I 

finally, if I do, gather the strength to clean out those closets, I feel like I have, I’m gonna 

wind up documenting like, you know, well, this, this shirt with all of the, the brown shirt with 

all of the squares, that all of his friends made fun of, that he looked like the Partridge Family.  

(LAUGHS)  

05.24.01 He wore that the night that we went dancing before the week, before that Tuesday.  He wore 

that on Saturday night.  You know?  So like all of these uh, it’s so hard to have to accept, and 

it’s something you have to accept that in order for you to move forward, you have to, you 

have to let those things slide into the back, so you can bring new things in.   
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05.24.31 And it’s hard. For me it is, you know, because I just, I want to hold on to him, you know?  I 

want to hold on to that life, but I, I know also at the same time, I can’t.  I can’t do it, you 

know, I have to, you know, keep what I, keep what’s most important, you know?  And I have 

so much already that I can always bring myself back.  (?) 'Cos I think what happens, too, is 

you know.   

05.25.03 I had like this thing, I think it’s guilt probably, you know, that when you, when you love 

someone that much, you know, that you can’t imagine them like ever getting that far away 

from you, you know?  Like when I, after Sergio’s service we went to uh, Canyon Ranch, 

which was fabulous.   

05.25.30 And during one of our first hikes, you know, we went with a group of people and uh, I just 

happened to be with this older woman.  She was a councilor there.  And you know, I said, 

well, I’m here, you know, with uh, Sergio’s mother, you know, we’re one of the firefighter 

families, 'cos they had extended an offer to the firefighter families. You know, so we’re here 

to kind of uh, take advantage of you know, this healing retreat or whatever.   

05.26.04 And uh, I said, I lost my fiancé.  And she, she looked at me and she said, wow, you know, I 

lost my fiancé, too.  She was like it was, I think it was 30 years ago, she lost it.  And then she 

said something that was like oh, she said, you know, I haven’t really thought about it in such 

a long time.  And I was like, how can you not, in my mind it’s like, is that a possibility?  

05.26.30 Like so much time passes that you just kind of don’t think about it anymore?  You know?  

And then in my mind is that a betrayal, which I know it’s not, but emotionally I, I feel like 

how could you get to that point?   Like, you know?  But you, you either have to, it’s just like 

you could stay (LAUGHS) I could stay in my house with all of these things with Sergio 

reminding me there, and keep things the way they are, but I, I think that would block me 

from new life, right?   

05.27.09 But I’m just trying to, I, I’m just so curious to see if that’s gonna become part of my day to 

day, years down the road from now.  That I’ll actually pause and say, wow, yeah, I lost my 

fiancé, you know?  Sometimes I imagine myself having children which I can easily shoot 

those imaging’s down, you know?  

05.27.35  Just 'cos I’m like, who are you kidding?  I just do that.   

 

 JW:   Why? 
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05.27.40 TANYA:   I kind of (PAUSE) .  I think (PAUSE)  I’d want a baby so much with Sergio, you 

know?  (PAUSE)   

05.28.10 And now that he can’t be here to be the father to them, it’s like no babies.  You know what I 

mean?  I go back and forth.  I could, I could take myself to very dark places, I’m like, you 

know, and uh, then I’ll say, well, what if you do have kids one day, you know?   

05.28.30 When they get older, how will you explain to them, you know, what you’ve been through?  

And will it be a point, too, where you just say, oh?  You know, it’s, it’s so far away, again, in 

your memory that you have to bring it back, so you could share this experience with your 

children who are grown (LAUGHS) So imaging years from now.  So I, I go to all these, you 

know, crazy scenarios in my head and, and uh, it’s hard to believe that I could ever get to that 

point, you know?   

05.29.00 Where it’s such a profound loss becomes you know, a faded memory.  (PAUSE)  You know?  

And it’s been hard this year, too, because uh, so many of our friends have had babies and you 

know, with his sister had uh, Gabriel and last August and you know, it’s, it’s of course a 

necessary course of events.  

05.29.33 You know, life has to continue, you know?  And I wouldn’t trade Gabriel, I wouldn’t trade 

my new nephew that was born two days ago, I wouldn’t do any of that.  But for me it’s, it’s, 

to hear the news is kind of like fraught with so much uh, just pain.  It’s like envy and, and 

then you feel guilty 'cos you feel envious, and then it’s, and then you’re like I wish, you 

know, but I, we should have been having our kids, too.   

05.30.04 Or you know, and it’s just (PAUSE)  It’s fucked up (LAUGHS).  It’s.  The other day my, my 

nephew was born, Christopher.  And it was just such a hard day, you know, and 'cos I was 

Mike Ragossa’s funeral.  So I’m already having a hard day.  And of course I’m anticipating 

Christopher, and I know, my brother and his wife deserve this beautiful baby boy more than 

anybody I know.   

05.30.34 You know?  And he’s born at 2:30.  So I get the call basically when I’m at, while I’m on the 

away to the collation, and uh, you know.  I started thinking, Sergio should be with me to go 

and see this new baby, you know?  'Cos he was there for Liam, my other nephew.  You 

know, these are such life changing moments, that you want your partner with you to share 

with.  
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05.31.04 You know?  And uh, crazy.  I didn't get to the hospital on Monday.  I go yesterday, and I’m 

in the waiting room. I haven’t seen the baby yet.  I’m with my other brother, my two 

nephews and my other sister-in-law, and I needed to use the restroom while I was waiting for 

my, for the mother, the new mother to come.   

06.31.30 My other sister-in-law, Nancy.  So I go out into the hallway, and next door to her room is a 

Villanueva.  And I was like, Ok.  (LAUGHS) I mean, it was like.  What are the chances, 

right?  A Villanueva being next door.  And it’s like, when I’m so missing him, so profoundly, 

right, so like he should be here, you know, and boom.   

05.32.01 It’s like ok, you’re here, you’re here. it’s a sign, you’re here, you know?  And then wow, 

that’s uh, I’m just like, I’m floored. This is, can you believe this?  I take my, I call everybody 

up, look at this. Everybody’s like wow, unbelievable. Its’ a sign, it’s a sign, you know?  And 

then I go home and I’m thinking about all these signs, and I’m thinking (LAUGHS) I got 

jerked.  (LAUGHS) At the same time. (PAUSE)  

05.32.34  'Cos I’m looking to get signs, but at the same time, I shouldn’t be getting signs.  (PAUSE)  

He should be there.  You know? And I, I don't know if just 'cos it’s a tough week to begin 

with or whatever, but I’m just, it’s just that it’s a constant he should be here.  We should be 

sharing this together, you know, and then ok, he’s not.   

05.33.03 But he’s showing you in any way he can that he is, you know?  And you just got to keep 

moving forward, you got to keep, you got to keep, keep going, keep going, you know?  It’s 

just time.  Just pass the time.  So.  That’s what I do.  I come home.  I get beat up, and then I 

go ride my motorcycle.  And before I know it, a year’s almost past since I get my 

motorcycle, right?   

05.33.31 And I say, Ok.  Time is doing something, right?  And these dark days, I like look, I say, ok, 

these dark, these uh, that’s a dark day, you know, those thoughts, dark.  You know?  I used to 

have those thoughts like every day, and now they’re kind of getting spread out a little bit.  

This week, every day.  Every day.  You know?  But.   

05.34.02 I just miss him, you know?  I, and this week has been like uh, kind of recounting and trying 

to reconnect with him again, 'cos I want to connect to that last week that we had together. 

You know?  That last couple of weeks, and I could say ok, today’s September 10th, today’s 

September 10th, right?  He left, he left this morning to go to work.  And I’m thinking, did I, 

was I awake, was I awake when he left?  (PAUSE)   
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05.34.34 I know he kissed me, right?  I know that 'cos he always kissed me.  Was I awake?  Did I walk 

him to the door, like I can’t remember that any more, you know?  And like he would kiss me 

in the mornings, like I would have remembered, he would kiss me when he would leave so 

early in the morning, and if I’d be sleeping, I didn’t want to kill him with my morning breath 

(LAUGHS) so like these little things, and he would laugh because I would kiss him and I 

would just kind of go.   

05.34.59 I wouldn’t open up my mouth, I wouldn’t breath, and he would laugh.  He thought that was 

so funny, and then I was just like oh, just to have that (LAUGHS) you know?  And then I 

say, ok.  What time is it, right?  And I’m gonna watch the clock today and I’m gonna say 

tonight, around midnight is the last time I talked to him.  And I was on the computer.  And I 

wasn’t even paying that much attention. You know?  I was kind of into my computer, and 

he’s talking to me.   

05.35.32 And then I would say good night, I love you, I love you, and then I hang up, and then I was, 

and I said to myself, shit.  I didn't pay attention.  So I wrote him an e-mail.  Like you know, I 

wrote him an e-mail right there, I love you.  Just so he knew when he came home that 

following morning, you know?  And he didn't come home.  So.   

05.36.01 And then yesterday was a Tuesday, so it’s like uh, this very weird, weird thing that’s going 

on, you know?  'Cos it’s Tuesday, it happened on a Tuesday, but now tomorrow is gonna be a 

Thursday.  So how does that go?  How does time work?  How does it?  And then I imagine 

we’re gonna get to another Tuesday one day, uh, September 11th will fall on a Tuesday one 

of these years, right?   

05.36.30 Was that, including Leap Years, and how, how different is that gonna be from experiencing 

an anniversary on a Thursday?  Like I, I’m driving myself crazy. I just, I could drive myself 

crazy.  (PAUSE)  So. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

05.37.43 END OF TAPE #  TV.0903.0500.5 
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New York, 09/10/2003 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/Director 
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
 
06.01.00 PICTURE UP 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   What were you saying about Angel? 

 

06.01.33 TANYA:   Yeah, going back to the baby thing, you know?  And I know my, my friends say 

they uh, I, I can’t, I don't uh, I heard this word from another fiancé who spoke at one of her 

friend’s weddings.  And she said she (?) does not begrudge them their happiness, but it was 

just a very difficult time. And that’s, I just want to preface what I’m gonna say with that.  

06.02.02 I don't begrudge anybody their happiness, because everybody of course, you know?  But like, 

you know, my friends, sometimes, and I know they don't (PAUSE) they don't mean to do it, 

and they’re happy and they should be, you know, but to hear them say, can you believe I 

have my two kids now?  I have a family.  Well, great (PAUSE)   

06.02.31 It’s wonderful.  And then uh, one of the, one of the cops that Sergio called uh, worked with 

called me.  I, I can’t even, it was in the spring, and he called me from the hospital.  And he 

had a little boy, and he wanted to share with me, he named him Sergio.  (PAUSE)  I was like, 

oh, congratulations, that’s great.   

06.03.01 Yeah, he, he, you know, he’s gonna be smoking cigars.  Yeah, that’s great, congratulations.  

(PAUSE)  And then I say, Ok, there’s a reason why you don't have kids, right?  (LAUGHS)  

06.03.27 'Cos uh, wouldn’t want to be a, who would want a, how much more challenging is it to, you 

know, sitting in group with, with the women that have kids.  How much more challenging 

would it be to have to take on not only your own grief, and I barely can take care of myself, 

right?  Take care of the grief of your children, and always, you know, so I say, ok, everything 

for a reason, everything for a reason.   

06.04.01 But there was no reason, you know?  There’s no reason why (PAUSE)  No good reason to 

me that we just you know?  So.  I don't know, sorry (LAUGHS). 
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 JW:   What about your motorcycle? 

 

06.04.21 TANYA:   So my motorcycle (LAUGHS).  (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

06.04.36 TANYA:   Some of my girls, the girls in group, too, and they say they never have those 

feelings, and then I’m like, am I crazy?  You know, like about kids and marriage and 

everything.  I mean, I’m getting wedding invitations from our friends that you know, that are 

getting married. And oh.  I’m of course again, all the happiness, you know?   

06.05.01 But I can’t go to these weddings, and that makes me feel bad.  But I know that’s the right 

thing to do. But like I can’t do that, I can’t do that to myself. I  can’t sit in that space of you 

know, in that place of like it’s so, so yucky, the feelings of envy. It’s so like yucky.  And just 

self-pity, you know, whenever I get an invitation or an announcement or anything like that.   

06.05.30 It’s just, you know?  So then I can go to Miami and get on my motorcycle and forget about 

the shit (LAUGHS).  Or try to.  But it, it helps, the motorcycle helps.  It’s free. It’s, I get on 

my bike, Big Daddy.  I’m gonna paint the (?) tank soon.  I get on it, I turn it on, and once I 

start going and it’s just that wind in my hair, you know?   

06.06.04 Or through my bandana, whizzing past my ears, it’s just uh, I feel like there I kind of, I, it’s 

just open.  It’s just open and like free.  You know?  And then like I, I, I remember on the (?) 

you know, riding, because it’s, it is, it’s like, it’s euphoric, there’s euphoria, which is like you 

know, one of the few things that I do that brings me any euphoria, right, since this whole 

thing happened.   

06.06.40 I love being on my bike, I love being in my car with the top down.  I love going boating. Like 

it’s, there’s just something about sunshine, wind in the hair.  Road.  Just vastness, nature, 

trees that I find very soothing, I think.   

06.07.06 'Cos else you go into such a zone, you know?  You just become kind of, and uh, you kind of, 

of one with the road. And so many people who (?) ride, they talk about that.  It’s just like that 

feeling of like you just let everything go, you know?  Free.  I also feel strong when I’m on 

the bike. Like I feel like I’m, I’m the shit, look at me.   
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06.07.33 I got this 468-pound machine I’m controlling it, you know?  I’m just feel strong, I feel like 

tough. And then I also wonder uh, I have like these moments, too, when I’m on my bike, you 

know?  And sometimes you know, a lot of times I get whether they’re old, young, whatever, 

I get like hey, you know, like approval.  And then other times you get this kind of like what’s 

she doing on a bike, right?  

06.08.02 And there’s that part of me that wants to go, you have no idea (LAUGHS). You know?  You 

just have no idea.  You just don't know what brought me to this motorcycle.  Yeah. It’s, it’s 

just, but it’s, it’s a good thing, I think.  It’s just, it’s a good thing, but I remember, you know, 

I feel like I can get into my head and I could try and talk to Sergio, too.  You know?   

06.08.31 And uh, I remember on a ride, and I was saying to him, I’m saying, honey, do you feel this?  

Can you feel this with me?  Like where are you?  Are you on the back of the bike?  Or are 

you, where are you, you know?  And then a voice, whether it was me reasoning it out or 

whatever, was like I’m inside of you.  I’m helping you steer.  

06.09.01 I see everything that you’re seeing, you know?  Yes, I feel it.  So that kind of like, that 

brought me a lot of comfort, and then I went you know, me and my channelers and I need to 

still.  I mean, I don't go as often as I, as I did, but I need to get my little fix in every once in a 

while, make sure.  Hear, hear from, make sure I’m hearing from him.   

06.09.27 And uh, I had, I had gone to Toronto and I met this uh, my friend, Glen, who had introduced 

me to, to Elaine in Miami.  Uh, he called me from Toronto and he said he, that there’s this 

woman who (?) channels this old Indian spirit named Red.  And (?) he goes, it’s crazy.  Like 

she goes into this deep trance and all of a sudden you hear this old Indian man.  And he said, 

you have to, you have to come and see.  

06.09.59 So I ok, got on a plane, went to Toronto, made the 2 hour drive through the rain to the 

backwoods.  Met this woman, Crow, who was you know, pretty non-descript.  Uh. 

 

 JW:   With a name like Crow? 

 

06.10.014 TANYA:   Crow.  Yeah, but she just kind of like, she was kind of like a hippy.  Like uh, you 

know?  Uh, very nice, very nice face.  Just, she seemed very warm and everything, and we 

just go into this regular room with couches.  And then she sits down and she starts drinking 
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all this water and, and she, we have to start counting backwards and then she just like kind of 

lifts up, her face changed.   

06.10.38 It was crazy. Like face change, like you, I had no doubt, like there was this old Indian spirit 

coming through.  It was just, the face, the mannerisms, the voice, it sounded like uh, an 

accent.  It was just crazy.   

06.11.00 And uh, one of the things that I asked, Sergio was in that reading for sure.  And uh, one of 

the things that I had asked is how do, how does, how do they, do they feel what we feel?  Do 

they experience what we experience, you know?  And she, he, Red, (?) is his Indian name, 

but you call him Red.  Uh, he says that they, that the spirits, they attach themselves to your 

auric field.  

06.11.36 So they can get the same impression that you're getting, and they’re, the reactions. Like they 

can’t smell, they can’t hear, but they can make, they can process the thoughts, like how we 

process it, and you know?  I said, oh.  So I said, so if, if I were riding my motorcycle, Sergio 

can feel, feel what I feel?   

06.12.03 Yes, of course. Emotion, they can feel all of that.  You know?  I was like oh.  That’s pretty 

cool. So when he sees his nephew, Gabriel.  Like if (?) Madie, his sister, is holding the baby, 

he can experience the baby?  Yes.  So if I’m having a hard day, he, can he feel the pain that 

we, and he said, yes.  He can.  But he knows. There’s a knowing.   

06.12.31 And he tries to comfort.  So that was, that was, that reading was very cathartic for me, I 

think.  Because that was the, there was also that question of like well, how does it go?  How 

does it go when I die?  Like, do I see him again, how does that go, how does that work?  You 

know?  I want to believe that I do.  And he said that uh, that we’ll reincarnate together.   

06.13.02 And we’ll be able to carry out the destiny that was uh, is our destiny. It was cut short because 

of these evil terrorists.  And he just, he defined destiny as, no.  He (?) defined tragedy as 

when one’s destiny is purposefully ended by another.  You know?   

06.13.31 That’s tragedy.  That like made so much sense to me.  That was like that, 'cos I wanted to 

believe that, I mean, there’s that school of like well, it’s was his destiny to die a hero, right?  

Which days I can buy into that, but then there were those days when I’m like so if, if we 

knew, if I knew this on like a soul level that I would lose him and have to experience this 

much pain?   
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06.14.00 I mean, I chose this?  This was my destiny, to be a widow at 33 years old?  Like it, like that 

part couldn’t, couldn’t gel with me.  And he said, no, it was Sergio’s destiny to chose work 

that suited his soul.  It was (?) tragedy that he happened to be there on the day that these 

terrorists attacked and he was killed.   

06.14.29 But it was certainly not my destiny to have to live through this kind of pain. It’s tragedy.  So 

I was like oh. And then I also had like these feelings of you know, 'cos with that other school 

it was like well, if Sergio is in this great place, right and he’s happy, of course I want Sergio 

to be happy.  But at the same time, I’m like what the fuck?  You know?  So what about us?  

Your mom, me, your sister, I mean, all of your friends.   

06.15.02 We’re, you know, I felt there was a time you know, I felt so abandoned, right, and I, I never 

kind of like with that thought, that that school, that you know, well, he’s happy.  Ok, he’s 

happy.  How can he be happy when we’re going through so much on this side?  And then 

Red explained it in a way that I needed to hear, you know, which was basically that he sees 

the bigger picture, but he is as frustrated as you are.   

06.15.32 That he couldn’t live out the live that he was planning, 'cos he was such a planner.  That was 

it, too, you know?  It’s like we had everything so lined up it was, it you know, we, we 

worked so hard, you know?  And then for it to just go and he’s happy?  Like I couldn’t, I 

couldn’t connect that in my head, and it made me, like, you know, some days, you know, of 

course I want to know he’s at peace. I want to know his soul is peaceful, and he’s, he’s, he’s 

filled with love, right?   

06.16.03 But at the same time, it’s like, I, I felt like, well that was you know, I just felt like I got the 

shit end of the, the deal, you know?  And then when he explained it that way, that he sees the 

bigger picture, he knows, and it’s as hard for him to see that you’re gonna, I’m gonna 

continue a life without him, but that he’ll be waiting for me, and that it will, we’ll do it again, 

and we’ll be able to fulfill it the next time.  

06.16.35 So that kind of like eased a lot of like the feelings of abandonment, anger, issues with, with 

God, you know?  Of like why would God allow this much suffering, you know? He kind of, 

Red in his reading kind of put it, put the blame to where it needs to go, which was the, the 

terrorists and that evil, you know?  

06.17.08 So that, I think that helped me this year for sure, that reading helped me.  'Cos I needed to 

know that Sergio was with me in my, not just I uh, I needed to know he was with me in my 
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pain, that he was as frustrated and angry as I was sometimes, you know?  I needed to know 

that, because we were so, that’s how we were together in life, so to imagine that in death, 

he’s not angry or (LAUGHS) whatever it’s just kind of, it’s like well, you left me here to be, 

you know?   

06.17.35 So.  So auric field and I like the (?) definition of uh, tragedy.  It puts it where it is, I think. It’s 

just a tragedy. 

 

 JW:  Let’s talk about where it is. Talk about not just tragedy but the blame. 

 

06.18.08 TANYA:   The blame.  Yeah.  I think it’s so, I think it’s so deep, you know?  Like even from 

the beginning when uh, there were so many people reacting in such anger that they wanted to 

go over there, you know, and bomb and annihilate and destroy and pay back and all of this 

stuff.   

06.18.31 Like from the beginning, all I could think about was what, what was it that made these guys 

buy into this being OK?  You know, like there had to be events leading up to it, there had to 

be. Like I, I can’t, I couldn’t imagine that it’s human nature to choose something like that 

unless there had to have been, there had to be something else that was pushing them to 

choose this path of hatred, right?   

06.19.06 So always I question well, what was that?  What was that, what was it?  You know?  And 

then I started to imagine, well, what, what must it be like in these countries, right, where 

they’re completely oppressed and don't have food or if they witnessed such horrific violence?   

06.19.35 I mean, all of these things to make you build up that much hatred for somebody else.  Like I, 

I’m.  I try to imagine what it, what it was.  Like I never, I want to, I have to blame the 

terrorists for choosing it, of course, because that wasn’t the way to go (LAUGHS).   

06.20.00 Obviously, right?  But then I also have to question well, what led them down that path in the 

first place?  So I think it’s just such a deep, it’s so deep that you know, I, I (?) don't have the 

answers.  What I, what I do know is that I, I really feel that if you continue going back and 

forth, you just, you just open yourself up to you know, more.  

06.20.31 There has to come a point where somebody says enough is enough.  Just enough, you know? 

Violence only begets violence, you know?  You somebody has to, and I don't know if that’s 
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too optimistic on my part, right?  But I like to believe that there (?) is a greater good that 

would ultimately win out in the end, you know?  I hope.   

06.20.59 But now I, you know, like I imagine those, I, I was talking about this just the other day, I was 

imaging, I think now that all the footage is coming on you know, the news coverage, again, 

uh, I’m just compelled to watch it again, I, I need to connect. I need to connect to the, to the 

day, I need to connect to this event again in, in a very in my face way.  Just because it’s the 

day that Sergio was gone, the day my life just completely changed.   

06.21.26 And so there’s that something that kind of compels me to watch you know, CNN Presents, 

and look at the buildings on fire and say ok, Sergio’s in there now, you know, and, and see it 

coming down and say Ok, well, that’s the moment.  And then but uh.  Where was I going? 

 

 JW:  Talking about blame. 

 

06.21.52 TANYA:   Blame.  I imagine the terror, I imagine the terrorists on those planes, and I’m 

thinking, what were they thinking?  Like, they went in there so purposefully, and here they 

are in the cockpit, full view, this building is coming in, what were their thoughts?  You 

know? Like what drove them to like, ok, not only is the building coming, but you know what, 

I’m gonna make the plane even faster.  I’m gonna completely accelerate, and that, what was 

it that, that drove them to do that?  And uh, were they scared, right?   

06.22.27 Did anything human, did anything like, did anything come up in them, but there was 

something, obviously so much more powerful, right, that (?) propelled them to do that.  And 

what is that?  What, what, what could make anybody do that?  You know, I, I, I question that. 

I question that.  And I wonder, I mean, I can, I can imagine the people in the building seeing 

this plane coming at them, and the fear, and the oh, my god, this is it, right?   

06.23.00 And then I think about the pilots, the plane, the hijackers saying, this is it.  And, and are they 

going like Bonsai, like victory, here I go, fucking virgins, martyrdom, you know, all of these 

things like, and how, how they can, how they can buy into that.  Like what, what, what’s 

different about them?  You know, what’s different that (?) allows them to buy into that?   

06.23.31 This uh, uh, that’s something I could never conceive of buying into.  You know?  And, and I 

don't know. There's just so. So one of the uh, one of the group said, I, I read about them 

(STOPS)  
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

06.24.03 TANYA:   Uh, one of the groups that I’ve been kind of just reading their newsletters and I’ve 

been interested and I haven’t actively participated in, but they I think they, they hit it on the 

head with their mission, is the September 11th Families for Peaceful Tomorrows.  Because 

what they’re doing, what they’ve done, what they continue to do is they want to show the 

world you know, the human side to this kind of destruction, you know?   

06.24.38 So they’ve traveled to Afghanistan, they’ve traveled to Iraq, they’re showing that just as uh, 

I’m experiencing profound loss, there’s someone in Afghanistan experiencing the same kind 

of loss, you know?  So I think that’s the direction that, that everyone needs to start going 

into, you know?  

06.25.04 'Cos there's, there’s nothing, there really is nothing can come of this.  As you, you, we have 

to somehow put a stop to it, you know?  And then there’s part of me that’s like, you know, 

I’m gonna call them, I’m gonna call them, I want to get active with them, I would love to go 

to Afghanistan, I would love to go to Iraq.  I would love to, to, to be a voice with them.  And 

then something stops me, and it’s just kind of like that commitment, you know, it takes so 

much commitment.   

06.25.30 Am I ready to do that, to really submerge in it, you know?  Will that, will that be something 

that’s part of my healing or will it, could that prohibit me?  I mean, I can’t imagine that it 

could prohibit me, but I think I feel just so unstable right now to make any commitments to 

anything.  I wouldn’t want to disappoint later on.  You know?   

06.26.00 But the, tonight they, I’m gonna go to their vigil, the (?) candlelight vigil, Circle of Hope.  

And I like that. I think that that’s the way, that’s the way to really reflect and kind of move 

forward, you know?  If there is such a thing. 

 

06.26.23 JW:  You make small choices that are based on points you can go to where you break open 

and you don't feel held back, whatever is that thing that’s holding you back?  Whatever is 

that thing that sort of, and yet sometimes when you break through those things, they’re scary.  

But then on the other side, like a whole other world opens up, incrementally.  And it’s hard to 

know except to go in your gut. 
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06.27.15 TANYA:   I, I’m also, I mean, I’ve been my whole life someone who’s always followed their 

gut. 

 

 JW:    You’ve always followed your gut and you’ve always had this no regrets, and that was 

something.  I get the feeling… 

 

06.27.32 TANYA:   That I’m starting to pull back a little from that, no? 

 

 JW:    No, no. I get the feeling that, and I could be wrong, but that’s something that you, 

that’s a door you open for Sergio.  Get over it, move on? 

 

06.28.00 TANYA:   Yeah, I think. I don't know if I opened that door for Sergio. I think he had that 

door open. I think he, I think that’s why.  I know I had a lot of influence, but I think he, what, 

what attracted me so much to him was that he was also very much a kind of fly by the seat of 

your pants thing, except probably for the business at first.   

06.28.28 Like he did, you know, that’s why I could honestly say that I, he just lived so fully, right?  

But there’s part of me now, I think, it’s just like it’s such a, it’s such a battle.  I don’t know if 

that’s the right word, but it gets so conflicting at times, because there is that gung-ho feeling, 

you know what?  What the fuck have you got to lose? Just go for it, right?  Whether it’s, like 

the apartment in Miami.   

06.29.01 When that opportunity came up, Jenny, Jenny had called me and uh, she said, 'cos I said, 

maybe we’ll buy if something near the beach, because we were actually considering buying 

something up, upstate, which would have made no sense to us.  I, I said, I think I need to be 

near water.  So she’s in Florida, her brother’s a realtor down there, and he said, she said this 

great apartment come up.  We really should get it.  I didn't even see it.  I was like Ok, let’s 

get it.  She brought me pictures. I mean, I never did a walk through.  

06.29.30 I didn't know where it was in relation to Lincoln Road, whatever, but something compelled 

me enough to say, ok, just go for it, right?  Then there’s, there’s certain things that I can go, 

but then there are certain things that I feel like I’m, I’ll hold myself back.  I try to think if, 
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you know, for the longest time like I, I wanted to, I said, Ok, what am I gonna do?  This has 

been my every day.  What am I gonna do now?  What do I do now?   

06.30.00 What do I do now, you know?  I sit and wait.  No you can’t sit and wait.  You got to kind of 

do things to just at least explore and hope that something comes up, right?  So for the longest 

time I, I said, well, you know, why don't you try a writing class, you know?  So I look on 

line, writing class. Ok. Online writing class, so I don’t have to necessarily be back into a, you 

know, I don't have to be in a school.  This is kind of good because I can go back and forth to 

Miami and here.   

06.30.40 And for months, for months, I looked at that, every once in a while.  Writing class, yeah, I 

should take a writing class. No. Not ready.  You know?  And then it took me, I mean, it just 

like a month and a half ago, maybe, so Ok.  It was like the night before, I said ok, boom, I’m 

doing it.   

06.31.01 So there’s certain things that like I, I could make a decision pre-September 11th, you know, I 

think a lot easier than I do now sometimes.  And then there are times when things are just so 

like, well, there goes Tanya jumping out of a plane, you know?  Or there goes Tanya riding a 

motorcycle. You know, it’s like some things, sometimes I’m held back because I’m afraid of 

you know, the change. I’m afraid of committing to anything again.   

06.31.35 I’m afraid if I commit, it could be taken away, you know?  Or I’m not gonna follow through, 

I’m not gonna be able to live up to it. I’m not gonna, and I guess that’s just, I, I hope it’s a 

normal reaction to just that degree of loss.  'Cos I had everything, I had it all.  I had it all. It 

was all right there, and it got taken away.  So for me to try and do something else, it (?) could 

get taken away.   

06.32.02 But then you have to think, ok, well, that’s a possibility, it could get taken away. You know? 

So you have a choice.  You go for it, or you don't.  If you don't, will you regret not going for 

it?  If you go for it, and it gets taken away, at least you could say you went for it, right?  And 

then I kind of try and put that with the Sergio, you know, with my life with Sergio.   

06.32.32 It’s like thank God I went for it, right?  I went for it.  Look at it, I have 7 beautiful years. So 

I, I can be uh, content with the fact, peaceful with the fact that I went for it with him, right?  

We had, we created such a beautiful life. And peaceful with the fact that he left like happier 

than anyone, right?  Like he couldn’t have left happier.   
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06.33.03 You know, it was because you went for it.  So now it’s, now I just have to kind of, whenever 

I stand in my own way, I have to remember that.  Like I, I feel like this whole experience has 

shown me that you just, one, life is pain, life is joy.  Pain and joy.   

06.33.32 Pain and joy.  You know?  You have to grab your moments of joy, you know?  And not buy 

into the fact that there isn’t gonna be any pain. I think that’s what, I think that’s what the 

hardest thing is to kind of try and overcome, you know?  'Cos you just, you want, I want to 

stay optimistic, right?  I want to believe, I want to believe that, that there’s happy endings.  

And that life could be a fairy tale, right?   

06.34.03 But then it’s like no, it’s not.  I think when people go through this kind of loss, it’s like you 

realize it’s not.  You just got to grab it where you can, don't regret.  If there’s pain you, you 

work through it, but you can always say, at least you did that, you know?  It’s such a, I don't 

know I can’t, I can’t explain it, but it’s such a crazy place to be, almost.   

06.34.33 You know?  'Cos you. 

 

 JW:    It’s a crazy, or it makes you crazy? 

 

06.34.40 TANYA:   It’s a crazy place to be.  Uh, I don't know if it’s, I can’t, there are days when I see 

the good of the place (~JW~)    Yeah, there are, but then when I have my dark days, when (?) 

I realize how painful life can be, like this is fucked up (LAUGHS).  It’s fucked up 

(LAUGHS). You know?  You (?) it’s just fucked up.   

06.35.00 Then you, it’s, it’s all.  It contradicts.  There’s so much contradiction in it, you know?  But 

that’s life, right?  And some days I accept it and some days I don't. 

 

 JW:    That’s an interesting word that keeps coming up in my head and I’ve been thinking 

about myself a lot lately is just acceptance. 

 

06.35.33 TANYA:   You just have to. You have to accept it.  That’s the whole thing. You have no 

choice but to accept it, you know?  You have to accept it, right?  'Cos that’s just life.  You 

can’t, no matter how much I think we all try to control, you know, and you cannot control.   

06.35.58 There’s, there’s things you can control, but there are things that are beyond your control, you 

know, so you just, and you have to accept that. It’s a hard one.  And I see, I can see, there’s 
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so (?) there’s some days where I’m so clear, and I can see, Ok, this is life. This is it.  And I 

may have fifty years, right?  And up until this point (?) I honestly can’t say that I am, I’m 

regretful of the way I’ve lived my life, you know?  

06.36.31  'Cos I’ve done what you’re supposed to do (?) you know, experienced.  And then there are 

days when I’m like, Ok, this is life, I’ve got fifty more years. This part, there was some great 

stuff, but there’s shit that just sucks, and to imagine that there’s gonna be fifty more years, 

and I might have to go through this kind of shitty, sucky, shit.   

06.37.00 So it’s just kind of, it’s (PAUSE)  It puts me in a very crazy place sometimes. I just feel like 

I’m nuts sometimes, you know? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

06.37.39 END OF TAPE # TV.0903.0600.6 

 

TAPE # TV.0903.0700.7 
Tanya Villanueva 
Interview in New York, 09.10.2003 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/Director 
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
 
07.00.46 PICTURE UP 

 

07.01.02 TANYA:   (MID-STATEMENT) try not to cry too much any more.  I’m not try not to cry.  I 

can’t say that. I don't cry, or I’ll fight crying now in front of my family and friends.  Uh, 

which I pretty much (?) always did. There was just a short, very short period of time when I 

would cry in front of everybody.  But now I kind of keep it to myself a little bit. (~JW~)   But 

here (?).  

07.01.32  There’s a character in Argentinean cartoon strip, comic strip, (?) there’s part of the same 

strip.  (Topodrillio?) And there was a, a mouse, Sergio used to put the face on, which cracked 

me up and he would like puff up his cheeks, and Sergio had, just had these really big green 
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eyes.  But and I always used (?) I mean, he imitated.  But besides the (?) there’s a character 

called (?) (CLEARS THROAT)  

07.02.07 And all she does is cry. (?) So the big joke now with me, his brother and uh, sister, and mom, 

is (?) I’m like (?) just crying.  (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

  JW:   What was the lowest point for you this year? 

 

07.03.23 TANYA:   The lowest point this year?  (PAUSE)  You know, there's some, it’s.  There's so 

many different points that it’s hard to pinpoint the lowest.  I’ve had, I just have, it’s kind of 

like days like you know, the (?) when little Sergio was born, that’s, stuck out in my head.   

07.04.01 That was just like uh, it was, it was (?) you know and I, I had to talk myself through that 

because I could have gone into kind of like a, a real abyss, you know?  But I had to say what 

an honor, you know, it was for Angel and his wife to name their baby after Sergio.  But those 

initial hits, those bring me way down. And then I stay there for a while because then I start 

feeling you know, guilt, envy, just sadness, miss him.   

07.04.36 You know?  This shouldn’t be.  Uh, so you, it’s usually, it’s usually revolving around, my 

lowest points have been around babies.  And you know?  Like the initial or, or hearing 

somebody’s getting married or getting a wedding invitation. I would say, because they’re just 

like, they’re just reminders to me of what, what I can’t have.  

07.05.04 You know?  So that’s what always brings me down. Uh, it reminds me of this life that, no.  

Yeah. 

 

 JW:   What about highest points? 

 

07.05.16 TANYA:   Highest points.  My highest points, I’ve been doing a lot of traveling.  (~JW~)   

Yeah, which is. 

 

 JW:   When did you start traveling? 
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

07.05.32 TANYA:   Pretty much after, after Sergio’s service, which was June last year, I had my 

wedding day. That’s a low point, too.  My anniversaries, anniversaries, birthdays, low points.  

Valentine’s Day, low point, you know?  Holidays are hard.  Just very hard.   

07.05.57 His birthday, like (?) and it’s also 'cos you try to get through those, those very hard days, and, 

and there’s such a mask, I think. Like if you’re getting together with all of the friends, you 

know, you try and, I do, I can’t say you, I think I put on a mask.  Like well, this is, this is 

how it should be.  We should all be together for his birthday, right?  But it’s fraught with just 

so, just the emptiness of his not being there, you know?   

07.06.29 So like I still haven’t like his birthday we went to the beach, and you know, I look around 

and there’s the same people that would have been at the beach had he been here, but I, he 

wasn’t there, you know?  And we kind of like faked our way through the day, but afterwards, 

I go home and I’m just like.  It’s almost like what a farce, you know?  But traveling for me 

has been (STOPS)  

 

 JW:   Do you ever want to just skip those days? 

 

07.07.05 TANYA:   Yea.  But you can’t.  there’s like that part that says, for me, I can’t let the day pass 

without you know, honoring it.  Like even like the anniversary, right, tomorrow?  Like I 

think about, ok, well, the least that I could do, you know, for him, is make sure that he’s not 

forgotten on this day, right?   

07.07.34 So as hard as it is for me to do, it’s like the right thing for me to do.  And then when, once 

it’s done I never regretted that I did it and (?) had to go through it, do you know what I 

mean?  It’s kind of uh, but yeah.  I, wedding day, anniversary. 

 

 JW:   Dates are important to you. I remember that. 

 

07.08.06 TANYA:   They’re just, they’re just, it’s yeah, very significant.  Very significant.  But 

traveling like I’ve planned it.  I kind of like on those difficult days, I try to do what I think 
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would be best, you know, like so last year for our anniversary, the anniversary that we got 

engaged, I went skydiving, right?  

07.08.35  'Cos I’ve, I thought what can I do for our day, and then I remember Sergio had gone 

skydiving and he loved it.  I had always wanted to skydive, so I said, well, why not?  Let’s all 

go skydiving. That’s a good way to kind of distract myself, and also do something that he 

would enjoy.  And I, I might enjoy, which I did enjoy. I don't need to do it again, but I 

enjoyed it enough.  But it was also kind of surreal 'cos I’m here (LAUGHS) jumping tandem, 

you know, I have this guy attached to my back.  

07.09.06 And I’m holding Sergio’s prayer card in my hands 'cos I’m like, what was it, 13,500 feet. 

And I’m like (LAUGHS) you know, and Sergio’s prayer card is right here, and you know, 

we had it video taped, and I’m showing the camera this is you know, this Big Daddy, it’s our 

anniversary.  So it’s kind of like uh, just a, if I step outside of myself, it’s like that’s strange.  

07.09.32 You know, but then when I’m in it, it’s the right thing to do.  This, the wedding day was 

August 1st  last year, so Sergio and I had planned to go on a Mediterranean cruise for our 

honeymoon.  And my initial thing was I’m still going on my honeymoon.  So I was gonna go 

on a Mediterranean cruise, and then you know, talking it over with the girls in group and then 

really giving it more thought, it was like, what are you, crazy?   

07.10.06 Go on a honeymoon cruise?  Be the only person there without their spouse, pretty much?  So 

I nipped that one in the bud.  And I said, ok, but I still would like e(LAUGHS) to see the 

Mediterranean, and one of my like fantasy uh, vacations was to go through the lavender 

fields of Province.   

07.10.27 So I said, I’m gonna do that, I’m gonna do the lavender fields of Province. So I went with my 

mom, and we drove and it was just beautiful. Like something, something just compels me to 

at least go to beauty, no matter how shitty you feel, go to a place that could allow you to 

breathe, you know?  So we did that, I did a week in, a week in Province, and then a week 

along the uh, (?) the south, south of France into (?) in Italy.  

07.10.59 So my mom spent a week with me, and then Jenny came and joined me for the Italy leg.  And 

on the wedding day, I was in the small French village uh, (?) And it was just kind of like I’m 

in this beautiful place, and it’s our wedding day.  You know?  And you’re not here.  (?)  

07.11.32 But I, I had to allow myself to cry, too.  Somebody said, hold your sorrow gently.  And hold 

your sorrow gently.  So I tried to.  I had every right to cry, right?  Then uh, anniversary came, 
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and then shortly after the anniversary, no, after the anniversary it was memorial, memorial, 

memorial, memorial.  

07.12.02 Because the firefighters uh, you had the international union. IAFF.  They had a memorial in 

Colorado, so I went with Delia to Colorado.  National Memorial in Washington, D.C., went 

to that.  Uh, New York City, October 12th,  went to that.  Besides, you know, how many 

more, I think by that point there were no more services until this one.  That I had attended 

personally. 

 

 JW:   How was this one? 

 

07.12.36 TANYA:   This one was like all of the others, hard.  You know, but uh, again, something I 

felt I needed to do.  Like there’s part of me that drives me and I say, well, Sergio would be 

here, you know?  There’s a part of me that’s like, you know, they were there for Sergio’s 

service, you should be there for, for them also, for the family, right?   

07.13.04 Even if they don't see you. Just it’s a support.  Another part is like this is the last one, you 

know?  It’s the last one.  So sitting in the church, there were a few moments that just were 

like oh.  One was when his best friend was giving a eulogy. 

07.13.31 And he was saying how he wished that he could have, he had rushed Mike off the phone. 

And maybe that’s what touched, that touched my own thing, you know?  He rushed Mike off 

of the phone and said I’ll call you back, and he never did. And that was, that just kind of like 

oh.  So uh, when his mother said that there came a point where she had to stop going to the 

services, because these guys were so alike, that it was like going to the same like she said, I 

went to Mike’s service.  

07.14.09 Three (?) it’s like over and over and over again.  So that was what it, that’s what it felt like.  I 

was at Sergio’s service again.  It’s just like you hear how they were so similar in their love of 

life, their you know, helpfulness, their, they’re willing to laugh at anything, you know.   

07.14.32 So and then another thing that she said was uh, she was she was uh, what’s the word I’m 

looking for? She was talking about how she responds to certain things that people say.  You 

know, and one that stuck out was how she said, when I hear residents of Lower Manhattan 

say I miss those buildings. I say, I miss my son.  
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07.15.02 And it was just like, yeah.  You know?  It’s not about the buildings (LAUGHS).  You know 

what I mean?  It’s not about the fucking buildings.  And then the actual ceremony, the 

outside of the church stuff you know, I’m standing there and I’m like I, I know it so well 

already.  I know, Ok, we’re gonna start off with the bagpipes.  Here comes the caisson.   

07.15.34 And then seeing Mike’s casket up there and remembering that Sergio didn't have a casket 

was, was a moment for me, too. You know?  And then seeing the firefighters carry two 

helmets in, reminded me of Sergio’s two helmets.  And then Taps being played at the end.   

07.16.01 The (?) ok, here comes the helicopter.  Like, I knew it, I knew what the service was because 

how many times have I been?  I, I’ve been, I don't know how many services I went to, you 

know?  And then it’s like wow, what a way to go.  Uh, they, like I go, I can go, I go back and 

forth, like I see the good in it.  And I see the bad in it.   

07.16.29 Or I feel the pain in it, you know, and I see the honor in it.  And you look and you see this, 

really it’s a sea of just blue, with hats and white gloves, you know?  And even, I remember 

(?) remarking to myself when they, when they say uh, I don't know what the command is to 

salute, you know, everyone goes like this.  And I remember when I went to uh, the first 

service was Billy Burke’s that I had gone to.  Never met him, but I went, because I needed to 

know what to expect.  

07.17.03 I needed to know what a service, what a firefighter’s funeral is like. And I remember when 

they had told everyone to salute, I stood there and I, I said, what do I do?  So I was kind of 

like this, and then I found out later on that civilians do this.  So when they did the salute at 

Mike’s I went straight here, and I kind of looked around and I said, some of these people 

don't know.   

07.17.34 The civilians. That this is what you do, you know?  And it’s, it’s crazy to have that 

knowledge. You know, it’s just like so crazy to have that knowledge, and why do you have 

that knowledge?  Like I could, I why do you have that knowledge, where you put your hand 

over your heart during a firefighter’s funeral because you had to have a service for your 

fiancé.   

07.18.02 Oh, Ok, that’s (?) That’s how it goes.  So it was just uh, just like it’s like (?) Sergio’s service.  

But this time I kind of, I was away, I was back and I remember at Sergio’s service, I was, I 

was so conscious of just uh, I don't know.   
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07.18.32 Something in me was just like this is his day, you know?  I was, I, I think I could say I was 

stoic. I was just, you know, I didn't really break, I didn't break. I got through it, I got through 

my eulogy. I did.  I didn't break. Some people thought I was on drugs, you know?  My 

friends were like, is she on drugs?  She’s not crying.   

07.18.59 But it was like I, I just, there was something in me that was saying, no, this is, you know, we 

have to celebrate his life. I don't want to bring people down.  We have to celebrate his life 

because this is what he would want, you know?  And uh, but for Mike’s, I could cry.  I could 

stand back, and I could cry.  And then when he told me, he, the, the best friend, or one of the 

firefighters asked us all to close our eyes and imagine Mike’s smile.   

07.19.40 And it was like, you never met him.  You know?  You never met him.  So then I have to go 

into my files, and say ok, Mike. So I go in my head, I go across the kind of like rows of 

photographs of all of these faces that I’m almost too familiar with, 'cos I, you know, the 343 

faces.   

07.20.04 And there, I find Mike, and I’ll try to picture his smile for this moment, where he’s asking us 

to remember him, 'cos that’s how he would want us to remember him.  But I never met him.  

So it was kind of uh, surreal, you know?   

07.20.29 And then he was in the same class as Sergio. He was, he graduated February, 2000.  You 

know?  So I’m wondering, so he’s with Sergio now, right?  Uh.  It’s crazy.  Traveling, right?   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

07.21.02 TANYA:   Ok, so after the, all of the memorials uh, pretty much November we, we closed on 

our apartment in Miami, and then I just started going, every month.  And then January, my, 

my aunt had called me in uh, December and she said (STOPS)  

 

07.21.24 JW:   I’ll give you my impression and then just want to talk a little bit about the kind of 

passage to going to a kind of a transition of a life of going back and forth, and what that 

transition was like. What’s great about Miami is all I can remember is light.  And white (?).  

Talk about the apartment; there’s a lot of serenity. 
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07.22.01 TANYA:   The apartment has become affectionately known as the sanctuary, and my cell 

phone is listed under sanctuary, all my key chains it’s sanctuary.  When we, when we signed 

the contract for the apartment, and luckily Jenny and I were pretty in tune with how, with 

decorating.  'Cos it could have been a disaster, you know, if we were two different people.   

07.22.32 But I had envisioned right away that the colors I saw there was just light, light blue, I said 

light blue, a nice light beige, white and cream.  Just very light.  You know?  'Cos I also 

wanted it to have a beachier feel, because it’s so different from, Miami is so different from 

New York, you know?   

07.23.00 But I wanted it to be light.  And uh, luckily the (?) I mean, the floor’s already there so we had 

kind of the initial foundation to start with, anyway.  So, and with, you know, each, we just 

made it very homey in a way that, but clean. It’s almost like a spa to me, you know?  

07.23.33 I mean, we even have a massage table there 'cos Jenny does massage.  So we have a, a 

massage therapist that comes over when you know, every once in a while when we’re down 

there.  Then we’ve got two sofa beds, so that way I could have my family go down at any 

time.  She could have her family, even though they live there, go and visit.  You know?  Just 

the very basic needs. TV in every room, 'cos I need it to fall asleep.  

07.24.02 And escape.  That’s a big escape for me is television. And just and what else attracted us to 

the apartment was the location. You know?  It’s great that we could just walk.  Across the 

street. We’ve got everything, we’ve got you know, Lincoln Road, so all of our, the 

restaurants are there, the movie theater’s right there, the post office is right there. So it’s just 

very conveniently located and uh, yeah.  

07.24.35 It’s, I go there.  And it’s just open.  You know?  And it’s just (?) I breathe. I can exhale, I 

think.  When I come home to New York, I love my apartment. I think my apartment is very, 

you know, stylish. It’s very New York.  But it’s darker.   

07.25.01 Heavier wood, it’s heavier. And besides the heaviness of, of the furniture that’s there, there’s 

still, there’s the heaviness of you know, this is what Sergio and I built together, and he’s not 

here to share it with.  So like I look at my couch in New York, you know, that couch Sergio 

and I picked out, and he never got to sit on it, 'cos it was delivered in October.   

07.25.27 The chair, we picked that chair out for him.  We had a special uh, kidney pillow made for 

him.  Never got to sit in the chair, delivered in October.  So there’s a lot in that apartment 

that Sergio and I shared, but there's a lot in that apartment that we should have shared as 
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opposed to Miami, where it’s kind of like Sergio had, you know, never seen the apartment. 

There was no attachment there.  So it’s just a different emotional uh, it affects me 

emotionally differently, I think.  

07.26.09 Like, you know? 

 

 JW:   Will you live there full time?  

 

07.26.15 TANYA:   I get that question all the time, and I think (~JW~) 'Cos my friends want to know. 

I think right now it’s working for me to go back and forth, because I have such a support 

system here, you know, besides my family, I have Sergio’s family.   

07.26.34 I have his, you know, our nephew, Gabriel. I have all of my other nephews, my mom, 

Sergio’s mom, who I actually see a lot in Florida 'cos she has a place down there, too, which 

is great. And we’re better down there. We’re better down there than we are here, 'cos it’s 

almost like where do we meet, 'cos there's, you know, if she comes to my house it’s painful. 

If I go to her house it’s painful, so we normally (LAUGHS) we kind of go to Madi’s house, 

Sergio’s sister’s house.   

07.27.04 Uh, and because I have the business, I have to come home, and I don't see myself really 

giving it up yet.  I’m gonna renew the lease, and then make a decision as to whether or not 

I’ll sell it.  But if I sell it, I want it to be sold as Inner Peace. I don't want to sell it for 

someone to not carry it on, you know?   

07.27.31 'Cos the neighborhood needs it.  And even our friends like uh, one of Sergio’s best friends, 

Larry, he went in there to fix the lights, he’s an electrician. And he called me up and he was 

kind of emotional and he said, you can never sell this place. You can never, you know, you 

can’t close this.  And as painful as it is for all of us to go there, you just can’t do it.  Can’t get 

rid of it, you know?   

07.28.02 So for now, see the only thing, way I see myself, this is when I (?) when I kind of look at my 

future with a little more optimism, which is half the time, right?  Is when I envision like this 

new life coming, you know? I don’t know if maybe it’s just a fantasy I, I need to kind of rely 

on for the moment, but like being swept off of my feet, you know?   
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07.28.29 Knight in shining armor.  I try to envision if I’m gonna have a love again, what he would be 

like.  You know?  Would he, he would have to have a lot of the same qualities that Sergio 

had, would you know, (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   What are you thinking? 

 

07.29.17 TANYA:   What am I thinking? (~JW~)   Right now? 

 

 JW:   What was that? 

 

07.29.25 TANYA:   I don’t know (LAUGHS).  About those noises? 

 

 JW:   Yeah, I know you’re thinking something. 

 

07.29.31 TANYA:   I was thinking, we’re so close to Ground Zero, that kind of just flew right across.  

And then the alarms.  You see?  Like I, even coming in today, you know, when I was 

diverted and I, I got caught in that Battery Park underpass.   

07.30.05 And then I was coming up on West, and then you see the overpass that, the pedestrian 

overpass that had gotten all the windows blown out of?  That’s where they found 132’s truck.  

So going, kind of just coming here today I was imagining this is Sergio’s last pass, you 

know, his last route.   

07.30.37 Was he in this lane or that lane?  Where exactly was the truck?  I mean, I’m trying to, and it’s 

just, is it something I’m always gonna do, you know?  Every year?  I don't know.  But sirens 

like this, when you’re near Ground Zero is a little uh.   

07.31.02 I was trying to imagine the chaos of the day, too, 'cos I didn't come here for over, over a 

month, a month and a half.  The chaos of the day, with all of the trucks and ambulances 

coming in, and you know, everything.  So that was kind of with me this morning when I 

came in.  But Ok.   
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 JW:   I was thinking of something else. 

 

 TANYA:   What were you thinking of? 

 

 JW:   You were talking about your new life. 

 

07.31.37 TANYA:   Oh.  Are you saying that as I’m talking about my new life, the sirens started?  Or 

are you.  Yeah.  (PAUSE)   

07.32.12 And you know what?  When the baby, baby Sergio was born?  As soon as he was born, all 

the fire alarms in the hospital went off.   Maybe.  That is weird.   

07.32.34 Yeah, I, I’m sure, I, I’m sure, though, Sergio wouldn’t want me to have a new life, you 

know?  Like you’re making any comment (LAUGHS)  

 

 JW:   I feel like I need to justify (~ovlp~) I didn't mean it in a negative way, nor did I intend 

to bring you to the place that you went to.  I just thought that’s where your head was going. 

 

 TANYA:   No, no.   

 

 JW:   When you looked around. 

 

07.33.05 TANYA:   No. I hadn’t. No. 

 

 JW:   So I was sort of thinking something not negatively. 

 

 TANYA:   Not negatively. 

 

 (SIMULTANEOUS CONVERSATION)  

 

07.33.16 TANYA:   These are the places that I go to, do you see? 

 

 JW:   Yeah.  I have a sense of. 
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 TANYA:   I need therapy. 

 

 JW:   You talk a lot about signs.  I have a sense of your head space. That isn’t negative. 

 

07.33.36 TANYA:   Right, right.  (~JW~)   Yeah, yeah.  Well, anyway. 

 

 JW:   I look at signs all the time. 

 

07.33.56 TANYA:   Well, I always do.  (~JW~)   Always.  And I, and actually now I’m like how come 

I didn't catch that?  Do you know?  Do you know what I’m saying?  Like.  Anyway.  (~JW~)   

What does it mean?  (~JW~)   Who knows?   

 

 JW:   I wanted to hear about your new life, and I think it’s important.  You’ve already 

brought it up. 

 

07.34.35 TANYA:   I have brought it up.  Yeah, I feel like if I ever were to leave any of those places, 

my home in Miami or my home in New York, it would be because I’m having a new life.  

You know?  Like I, like I, I don't know, I just envision that.  In the same way I made the 

move to New York in a 17 foot U-haul truck, and started this life with Sergio, I, I feel like 

that might be an option for me.   

07.35.10 If somebody else comes in, you know?  Where I would just kind of pick up and go.  And then 

decide what to do later.  I don't think I would ever give up my apartment in New York.   

Though.  

07.35.29 I think if anything I’d keep it, you know, for my family.  I don't think I would give that up.  

But I wouldn’t see myself living there if I had a new partner.  No way.  You know?  And 

even Miami, like that’s something I feel like is a, is a temporary, almost temporary situation, 

because I just feel like, no there’s something else, still. It just hasn’t presented itself yet. You 

know?  
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07.36.02 And part of, whenever I travel, part of me like fantasizes about oh, maybe I do that. Like you 

know, maybe I’m gonna cross a path somewhere, you know?  And then it’s just gonna click. 

Everything will click and incrementally fall into place.  You know?  So.   

07.36.29 I try to keep myself open for that.  That’s, I think when I find myself starting to isolate, 

which happens every once in a while, where I just don't want to fucking deal.  I’ll watch TV, 

throw the blankets on, don't deal.  What usually motivates me to get out is, you might be 

missing an opportunity.  You know?  So.   

 

 JW:   Where else did you go this year? 

 

07.37.02 TANYA:   I went to South Africa in January, which is, did I go in January or March?  I can’t 

even remember because I, I feel like I’ve traveled so much. I, yeah, I went to South Africa, 

which was incredible. I think I went on a safari.  Excuse me.  In the uh, Sabi Sands reserve.  

Uh, Kruger National Park.  Fabulous.  

07.37.33 Again, it’s like the things that like wow, are these really great places of beauty, you know?  

And there I got you know, we’re in a safari, we’re in a game vehicle.  There’s you know, 

mother lions with babies feeding on like uh, kudu carcasses. You know (?) blood 

everywhere.  There’s rhinoceroses farting.  

07.38.01 There’s uh, hippopotamus and, hippopotamus what are they, hippotomi, or hippopotamuses, 

whatever, in the water, there were hyena, cheetah, leopard, male lion.  But the one thing, of 

course, that made my whole trip complete?  Bunnies. Bunnies in the bush (LAUGHS).   

07.38.30 I saw two bunnies in the bush.  (LAUGHS) Two bunnies in the bush. Go figure, right?  In 

Africa.  But, bunnies. And the one piece of, one souvenir, one really meaningful souvenir 

that I got there?  Was uh, I think it was a, our last day shopping, and we were in, where were 

we in, Capetown?  No.  I can’t even remember.   

07.39.04 I can’t even remember, my god.  It’s terrible.  But anyway, one of the places where we were 

when we were shopping, I saw an African, it was just like an African print, and there was a 

little uh, beaded, it was like a beaded flower. It was done on uh, like a rust-color canvass with 

uh, two bunnies painted, jumping over it.  

07.39.28 And it was kind of like I asked Red the uh, Indian, old Indian. I said, you know, I get a lot of 

signs from Sergio. Is there, how do they do that?  How do spirits do that?  And he said, well, 
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what they do, and I love this explanation, is that they hold the impulse over you so strong that 

you’re, you, you have to follow it.  So I said, oh, so whenever all of a sudden, 'cos I can be 

walking and then some, something will just, I’ll just have to look there, and I’ll look straight 

at a bunny, whether it’s in a window or I’ll find the bunny.   

07.40.08 It’s just the craziest thing, right?  So I was in this little you know, shop uh, shopping area. It 

was (?) on a pier somewhere, and I’m walking and then something just, again, I just look 

right to the wall and there’s the bunnies, two bunnies.   

07.40.29 And I was like, ok, I have to get that.  Then uh, next big trip was to Ireland. And I think uh, 

we were very lucky, you know, (?) the firefighter families are lucky in that we got some 

travel offers, right?  Canyon Ranch last year and uh, Ireland was one.  So you know, I said, 

when planning the trip, I thought the best, that would be the best thing to do for mine and 

Sergio’s engagement anniversary.   

07.41.02 So someone had told me that uh, there was a woman in Consail, which on the south coast, 

that planted 343 trees on her property honoring the firefighters.  And I was like oh, I would 

love to see those trees. Now we had already gotten our itinerary, right?  The day that we 

could see the trees was the day we were in Cork City, which happened to be mine and 

Sergio’s anniversary, June 30th.    

07.41.34 So we drove to the trees, which was just incredible that this woman in, you know, on the 

other side of the world, planted trees and has plaques with each firefighter’s name on it, you 

know?  And uh, it was just Delia and I.  We were looking over the property and there was a 

Dutch family who’s renting there, they were so nice. They welcomed us in and told us to take 

our time looking around, looking for Sergio’s tree.  

07.42.01 So Delia took one side, I took the other side, and I mean, just rows of trees. And it was so, 

just I think awesome is probably a good word to use.  They were baby trees, but when you 

realize that each of these trees are connected to someone, you know, and that one of them is 

Sergio, was very emotional, you know?   

07.42.26 But we go up and down the rows, and another, another sign that, that we’ve been told to look 

out for is Sergio would come with two birds or feathers.  Like right after 9-11, uh, Sergio’s 

mom heard this bird in her house. Couldn’t find it, was right at the source of the singing, but 

there was no bird there. It was just like this, you know?  So we get lots of feathers, we get all, 
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of course the bunnies.  But you know, I’m walking, we couldn’t find, I couldn’t find Sergio’s 

tree yet, and I just kind of had the impulse to look down and there’s this huge feather.   

07.43.00 So I go to pick it up, and then as soon as I look up, there’s John Vigiano’s tree. John 

Vigiano’s with Sergio in Ladder 132 right behind this tree was Sergio’s.  So we tied his, his 

prayer cards there, and then uh, I was taking video of the property and I mean, it’s just 

stunning, you know, it’s got like this wheat kind of dancing in the wind and it’s rolling hills 

and there’s a (?) water, so you see these boats.   

07.43.30 Beautiful.  And I’m taking video and Delia says, (?) look in that window.  So I look in the 

window.  And there’s two stuffed bunnies.  So I go oh, ok. You know, and I needed him that 

day, like I needed him because it was our 9-year anniversary. I needed, I needed signs from 

him, you know?  So emotional, profound, right?   

07.44.00 We have coffee with the family, we leave. And now to get back to the main road we have to 

drive down this hill, and I go to make the left turn, but I turn into the right lane, and it’s 

opposite traffic there, so I’m (?) coming head on with this uh, van.  And Delia screams (?). 

So I slam on the brakes, I see this van and I was like shit, that was close, you know?  I pull 

aside, I apologize to the driver.  

07.44.29 I’m really sorry, whatever.  My heart’s like (?).  It’s like that was close, you know?  Then I 

go back over this bridge that’s gonna take us back into the town, and as my heart’s going 

boom-boom, I’m still mindful to look at the landscape. And I’m saying, wow this is really 

beautiful, right?  I said, we have to pull over and take a picture. As soon as I said that, we had 

come to the end of the bridge, I go to make a left turn, a fucking bunny runs right across our 

path, up a hill.  

07.44.59 The only time we saw a live bunny in Ireland, which I thought I would see bunnies 

everywhere, was mine and Sergio’s 9th anniversary. You know?  So it was just like oh.  Then 

again, then I, so I can have this moment of like ok, what is that is such an obvious sign, right?  

Then I could go dark. I could go to a dark space and say, you know, it’s, would be better if 

you were here, you know what I mean?   

07.45.31 Why is it that, you know, here I am the crazy bunny widow looking for all these bunny signs 

and, because you’re not here, right?  But even, you know, I have to take them.  Because they 

still, they, they just make me. And I go wow, alright. It’s not, there is something else, there 
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has to be something else, you know?  But then when I miss him so much, I’ll go to the dark 

place.  And then so Ireland, magnificent.   

07.46.03 We, we bumped into Chief Gancy’s family. They were there also.  So that was, that was 

really nice. And then in-between I’ve been going back and forth to Miami.  I went on my first 

motorcycle run. And I’m not kidding you.  This was a run from Ground Zero to uh, 

Woodstock, and since my bike is in Miami, I just decided I would follow Jenny, has a 

motorcycle here.  

07.46.31 I would follow her and my friends in my car.  And I had Sergio’s helmet. It was 4th of July 

weekend.  Which was his birthday, right?  So the day before the run, we had gone to the 

beach, 5th and 6th was the run.  And here I am, at this kind of ride, right, you know, and 

everybody’s got their bikes turned off at Ground Zero.  Uh, I kind of, I saw a camera, I went 

up there with Sergio’s helmet and I just wanted to, you know?   

07.47.00 I’m here for Sergio Villanueva, he was born on the 4th of the July, he was one of the 

firefighters that you know, gave his life on September 11th.  I met the priest of Ground Zero, 

Father Brian, gave him Sergio’s book, told him he was born on the 4th of July.  He was 

completely dumbfounded. He said, I can’t believe it. He must be the, the only one, you 

know?  I wonder if he is the only one, you know?  And tell me a little about him, I told him 

about him.   

07.47.27 The major sponsor for this motorcycle event, which is you know, testosterone run amok, 

right?  Is Child Care Plus.  Their mascot, their logo is this big yellow bunny.  Their phone 

number is 1-800-My Bunny. The only banner on this, you know, makeshift stage where the 

priest was giving the blessing to bless the bikes and start the ride was this huge bunny.   

07.48.03 And now here’s Father Brian standing on the stage, blessing the bikes, telling everybody to 

please remember Firefighter Sergio Villanueva was born on the 4th of July in (?) Argentina, 

and gave his life on September 11th.   So signs.  Plenty.  You know?  

 

 JW:   Do you think they’ll ever stop? 

 

07.48.32 TANYA:   They better not.  I think they’re kind of like uh, for me, they’re uh, it’s just, it’s  

reassurance.  It’s just reassurance, you know?  And (LAUGHS) some (?) you know, a lot of 
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our friends they, like they’re like, oh, my god. The same time they’re like, oh, she’s kooky 

(LAUGHS). I think his, his brother thinks (?) I might have lost my mind a bit, you know?   

07.49.01 But I think I guess I got to grab on to what I can grab on to, to kind of give me little bits of 

comfort, you know?  But I, I can’t, I just can’t deny the connections. They’re just too blatant, 

you know?  I mean, (?) I went to Disney, I just got back from Disney World, I went with my 

sister and my nephew. And we’re on, we’re in Animal Kingdom, right, and it’s all about the 

safari.  

07.49.31 And we’re on line for safari, and we’re you know, at an exhibit for these beautiful African 

cranes with those big white pompon heads, you know? And the, the picture on the exhibit is 

of the African cranes with the big, white pompon on the head. I take a little video, I talk to 

my nephew. All of a sudden, a bunny, a live bunny runs into that exhibit.   

07.49.57 So how can I, you know, how could, I can’t, how could I not connect it?  Even at the last gift 

show I did, you know, I’m walking. I’m walking down, it’s at the Javits, so that it’s aisles, I 

mean, just aisles, rows and rows and rows of booths, of venders, of lines of, you know, 

merchandise.  And I, I’m walking down this aisle and, and it’s, what do I say?  It’s eyes 

dashing, eyes darting, feet dashing, it’s just darting and dashing, (?) darting and dashing 'cos 

you’re trying to you know, see, 'cos it’s so much to see.  

07.50.37 So you’re just trying to see scan and whatever’s gonna you know, catch your eye, you stop 

and you place an order, 'cos you, you have to keep going, you know?  This one of the days of 

the show, I’m walking down the aisle, and darting, dashing, darting, dashing.  I’ve passed by 

a booth, but something said turn around.  

07.50.59 And I turn around and I go to the corner, and I went straight for it.  A frame, I’m not kidding 

you. This big.  Inside it’s a picture of a bunny, a little bunny uh, sculpture on the frame, and 

an angle sculpture on the frame, next to a thimble with a little bunny figurine on top.  I mean, 

I passed it. I didn't want anything in that booth.  You know, and that wasn’t what I would 

carry in my store.  But something told me to turn around, so now I had to tell the lady, excuse 

me. Can I just order this frame and this thimble.   

07.51.36 Well, we normally don't.  I said, let me explain (LAUGHS). And now I have to tell her.  I 

lost my fiancé.  Ok, you don't have to tell me any more, you know?  I gave her Sergio’s book 

and I got my little bunny frame and bunny thimble.  You know?  So and then uh, at the 

hospital with the Villanueva.  I mean, god, how crazy.   
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07.52.02 It’s just not crazy.  It is crazy, but it’s just very uh, symbolic, I think. 

 

07.52.10 END OF TAPE #  TV.0903.0700.7 

 

TAPE # TV.0903.0800.8 
Tanya Villanueva 
New York interview  09.10.2003 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/Director 
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
 
08.00.26 PICTURE UP 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

08.0.34 TANYA:   Uh, I was telling you that it’s what’s been a very strange thing that you have to, I 

always say you, that I’ve had to navigate, is how do I introduce myself, or how do I fend off 

those questions of you know, who I am.  Arm I married, am I married or you know?   

08.01.00 So curious is that there’s very few people that I know that are in my groups that can actually 

say the word killed.  Like one of the (?) the, the girlfriends, she’ll say, Chris was killed, you 

know, and every time I hear her say that it’s like (?) 'cos it’s so like.  

08.01.32 And I can’t say Sergio was, it’s just hard, you know?  And we talked about that. Like I, I’ll 

say Sergio was lost, you know?  Or murdered.  Like murdered, I can’t say.   

 

 JW:   Can? 

 

08.01.54 TANYA:   No, can’t.  It’s just a very, such a strong word, and even though that is the case 

uh, I don’t know what it is that just kind of.  It’s like no, I can’t go there.  He was lost, or he 

gave his life.  I’m, I am, one of my, one of my lines is I’m, I’m one of those who had the 

unfortunate luck of being, of losing my fiancé on September 11th.    

08.02.27 Or I’m a 9-11 fiancé.  Or I’m a 9-11 widow.  You know? 
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 JW:   Unfortunate luck? 

 

08.02.37 TANYA:   Luck.  Luck. Is that what I?  Unfortunate, luck? I don't know where I got that 

from, but luck.  Unfortunate.  Or I’m unfortunately one of those, you know, it’s like that’s 

one of the things that define me now.   

08.03.00 You know, it’s one of my things that define me.  Which is just, you know?  Crazy.  But that’s 

the truth. Like yesterday I had a moment where I wanted to uh, park at the, at a firehouse.  

Actually, I picked up Tim Brown so I could go buy ribbon. 

08.03.30 And I picked him up so he could wait in the car.  So I (LAUGHS) wanted to, while I went in 

to buy ribbon. So I, I went to a firehouse to park my car, and I see the firefighter coming, and 

I’m like excuse me.  I’m a 9-11 widow, right, so I could you know, you could watch my car. 

So I have to introduce myself.  Excuse me, I’m a 9-11 widow and that’s my car over there.  

08.04.01 And like the shock on his face. And then I, when he, I was, I was like I’m really sorry I laid 

that on you like that, but it’s such an awkward thing.  You know?  But that’s like kind of the 

way I introduce myself sometimes, is that, you know?  I’m a 9-11 widow.  Yeah.   

08.04.35 And this is part of my life experience now.  Awkward.  Like even, even now I’m single, 

right?  Single.  And even to meet single men, I don't have any interest in.  

08.05.06 I don’t know how to like (LAUGHS) not, you know, what I mean?  It’s just a kind of a weird 

thing I have to navigate.  Kind of like being single again.  Single. I’m not really single, you 

know?  'Cos I’m a 9-11 widow.   

08.05.30 And then it’s the, the reaction that you, that I get to it sometimes, you know, 'cos people.  

What do you say?  What do you say if you meet someone that you might think is attractive 

and you know?  And then, I’m a 9-11 widow.  (LAUGHS) It’s like, oh, I’m sorry. Yeah, me, 

too.  Awkward.   

08.05.59 It’s very awkward. Like I don't even know how to, I don't even know how it’s gonna be, you 

know?  So are you married?  Beautiful ring.  I switched it. Beautiful ring, you know?  I put it 

to the right hand. 

 

 JW:   I noticed. 

 

 TANYA:   You noticed? 
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 JW:   Oh, yeah, I noticed it within about two minute of seeing you in Miami.  I was gonna 

ask you but I didn’t know if you were gonna bring it up. Tell me about that? 

 

08.06.30 TANYA:   Yeah, because it became like (STOPS)  

 

 JW:   By the way, I’m aware of it, but don't feel weird about it. 

 

08.06.43 TANYA:   No, but you know some people still don't connect it?  Like some people don't, 

some people still think it’s, that nothing’s, you know, like I’m engaged.  Right?  Even with 

switching the ring.  Like my, I, I signed up for the gym and I’ve gone to all of three classes.  

08.07.05 It goes to show you how committed I am to that.  But one of my instructors, like I took a, a 

sculpting class.  And he said, oh, what a beautiful ring. And then I guess he realized it was 

the other hand.  And then he says, you kept it.   

08.07.32 And I was like yeah.  Then I was like, (?) do I tell him?  Because I know it’s gonna make him 

feel kind of crunchy. This has been the whole thing since the beginning of like, when do I tell 

the people that I’m meeting?  Do I tell them, do I not tell them?  It’s almost like a uh, you 

know?  It’s weird, 'cos it’s such a.   

08.08.02 So I said, I’m gonna tell him.  And I told him, and I gave him Sergio’s book.  And it, because 

I don't know, there’s that part of me, and I don't know if it’s uh, a passive aggressive thing, 

kind of?  Or if it’s like uh, something I need to dump.  I need to dump it.  You know what?  

That kind of made me feel a little crunch that I have to even ask, answer that question.   

08.08.28 So now I’m just gonna give it to you, yeah. I lost my fiancé September 11th.  That’s why my 

ring is on this hand. And then it’s like whoa. And then I, and then I feel bad for doing that to 

somebody, then I’m like, yeah, it sucks but, you know?  How fucking crazy is that?  Like 

this, is just, and.   

08.09.01 I don't know. It’s just such a strange thing that, that becomes part of you and part of the way 

you define yourself, and, and then I say, wow, you know?  I’m young.  You know?  And I’m 

not alone, right?  Look at all the other, just the girls in group.  Just, I know the firefighter 

families so well, right?   
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08.09.28 Because of all the different events and functions and whatever, and counseling. An then I 

think of broadening that, and I’d say to all of the victims, right?  Just three thousand. And 

there were a number of fiancés. There’s a group in, based in Jersey.  I think we’re 75 on, on 

that list.  You know?   

08.09.57 All of us are each going through it in, you know, very different ways and very similar ways 

and how do we, how do you do that?  Oh, you do that, and you know?  But it’s just uh, it’s 

fucked up.  I think.  Really, when you just look at it, it’s just fucked up.  I, I shouldn’t have 

to, and I’ve, and, and to be in like even in like in a pool now, kind of a pool.  If that’s uh, a 

pool of single people but forced into single-hood again, you know?   

08.10.37 Not that people who have broken up, you know, hadn’t, hadn’t been forced.  But it’s 

awkward.  It’s very awkward. And then I look at my age and I can’t help but do it, but it’s 

you know, Ok, 35.  Sometimes I go down the list of uh, you know, how many men around 

my age would be stable, you know, single, without children.   

08.11.09 You know?  Who could cope and understand getting into a relationship with somebody who 

lost the love of her life?  Like how, how is there anybody there? (LAUGHS) You know, does 

that exist?  And then I’ll read the articles of how some of the widows and fiancés and 

partners have, have found new relationships.   

08.11.36 I’ll say, ok, I guess there is, you know?  But it’s like who?  How?  When?  Where?  Will it 

happen?  You know?  And how do you get past I’m a 9-11 widow, or I had the unfortunate 

luck of losing my fiancé on September 11th?   

08.12.07 You know, how, I mean, I can only see how it plays out, but that’s just like oh. Such a 

burden.  Sucks (LAUGHS).  (PAUSE)   

08.12.36 I can say I don't want to be, you know, I don't want to be single again.  And then I have 

friends who’ve gone through divorces and everything and they all say the same thing. They 

don’t want to be single.  Of course not, who wants to be single, right?  I just want Sergio 

back.  I can’t.  I want, I want that.    

08.13.01 I want to wake up you know, with that feeling that I, that I’m somebody’s number one, you 

know?  And that I’m in it with them, and he’s in it with me forever.  Sergio always, used to 

always say it’s you and me, babe. It’s you and me, babe.  It’s you and me, babe.  You and 

me.  We’re gonna do this, this and this.  It’s you and me, babe. You know?  Or looking at 

the, the uh, even looking at couples, like old couples, you know, really old.   
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08.13.33 Where you could walk down the street and they’re holding hands.  That’s gonna be you and 

me one day, babe. You know?  And then I have to say ok, that chapter’s finished.  Right?  

For now, for this life.  So you have to. 

08.14.01 It’s such a struggle just to stay open, to say open. You know, it’ll, it’ll come. It’ll come.  Get 

on your bike, do whatever you have to do, get through the days. It’s gonna come.  Stay 

optimistic.  But I feel, I you know, I almost feel like I’m the, so immature again, too, like 

(LAUGHS) which is such a weird feeling.   

08.14.31 Like, you know, that uncertainty that I had when I was a teenager about members of the 

opposite sex and how to, how to date. You know? It all comes up again.  How do you date?  

How do you get into a relationship?  Now I got to hope.  (?) just got to hope.  So stupid.   

 

 JW:   Do you have final thoughts on the future? 

 

08.15.07 TANYA:   On the future?  Sometimes I say, you know, time goes so fast, it’s going so fast, 

it’s two years right?  So in, in the blink of an eye, hopefully, it’ll be ten years. (LAUGHS) 

Twenty years.  And I will have gotten another life again.   

08.15.34 And integrated this experience, you know?  Like, in as positive a way that I can.  You know?  

And I also, I, I hope that you know, every, every September I’ll have like the energy, you 

know, to do this for him, right?   

08.16.02 'Cos it’s just so, remember that it’s, I’m just one voice for thousands of people, right?  Mine 

is just one voice.  And, like if, if  I‘m, if I don't do this, like who would for him?  You know?   

08.16.28 Like what, I, I’d have to ensure that he, every year people wouldn’t forget that there were 

people, right? And that he was one of them.  So the future I want to see as uh, a place where I 

find stability (LAUGHS).  Uh, a more stable sense of happiness, also.   

08.17.03 Not some fleeting moments here or there, you know?  And a place where I, I am ensuring 

that his, his legacy lives on.   (PAUSE)   

08.17.30 Fucking life(LAUGHS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   I know this is not easy. 
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08.17.45 TANYA:   How do you do that, though?  It is, it’s crazy. I am an 9-11 widow.  Woo.  I got 

issues. I got issues, not enough tissues.  No, I think, though, there’s part of me that still 

believes that I don't know, sometimes I have the fantasy that it’s somebody who is also lost.  

You know, someone, so they know the experience.   

08.18.03 I don't know.  We could only just wait 'til it plays out.  That’s kind of like what, what 

motivates me, too, is I have to see how this plays out.  You know, it can’t, it couldn’t have 

just ended there.  It’s got to continue to play out somehow.  In two years to see the fact. I, I 

crack myself up sometimes but two years when I  look at me today and I look at me last year.   

08.18.33 And I say, you’re back and forth between Miami riding a motorcycle.  Like.  I never in a 

gazillion years would have imagined that that would have been one of my paths. 

 

08.18.53 JW:   It’s interesting thing about life, you know.  I always look at, you know, I kind of look 

at it like and I’m not analogizing, so it depends on the size of the boulder in this analogy that, 

but that there’s like boulders in rivers. And some of them are just small and some people can 

only handle smaller boulders. And some people can handle pebbles and some people can 

handle rocks and some people get boulders. But either way, when the river flows it diverts 

you. 

 

08.19.30 TANYA:   Right, oh, I like that analogy. 

 

 JW:   Into another place.  Is it into a quiet pool, is it into a more raging rapid, is that part 

more exciting life?  Is it, what is it? 

 

08.19.50 TANYA:   What is it?  Yeah, and even when I look at like my 35 years, and I see, I mean, I 

know for sure when I compare the experiences of my life to a lot of my other friends’ lives 

that are the same age, they’ve gone through profound experiences, too.  But these are pretty 

overwhelming, between, you know, having a mother kill herself and losing my fiancé in like 

the worst terrorist attack in history, right?   

08.20.27 People will say, what is it, what is it that, what is it about a person who can handle that, and 

some who will crumble at the loss of a hamster, you know?  Like what’s the, what is, and I 
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ask myself, how did I get here, and how do, how is it that I persevere?  What, what does keep 

me going?  What and I think it is, it’s just that, I think I’m very conscious that there, that my 

morality, of my morality.   

08.21.07 So that I’m very conscious of the fact that there’ll be an end somewhere, right?  And in 

between there, there’s so many possibilities that you just got to flow with.  And that’s what 

makes you know, your life.  That’s, that’s, that is life, right?   

08.21.28 It’s all about your experiences in rolling, rolling with them.  And I think, you know, as crazy 

as I feel sometimes, 'cos I do feel crazy, I, I’m, I know I’m strong, you know?  I know I’m 

strong.  'Cos I know that there (STUTTER) are people who couldn’t handle this amount, you 

know, and do as well.  I do that in quotes, as I’m doing.   

08.22.02 Like I, I do have a choice. I could easily end it.  You know?  And it’s not that I haven’t 

entertained those thoughts, right?  'Cos sometimes the pain is that profound.  It’s that deep, 

it’s that uh, you just want to end.  You just, you just don’t’ want to do it anymore.  But I 

don't, I don't do it (LAUGHS) one is guilt, I think.   

08.22.33 One is guilt of what it would do to my family and my friends. Another is would that, would 

doing that take me away from being able to be with Sergio again, you know what I mean,?  

Like, and another thing is, I got to let it play out, because if these really horrific things have 

happened, you know, it’s, is there something else that’s just gonna be, you know?   

08.23.05 That much better?  I mean, I can’t imagine that anything could be that much better than the 7 

years that I had with Sergio, because they were awesome.  You know?  Or is it just as simple 

as just living?  And telling the story of (?) I lived it, I did it.  I’m strong, I did it.   

08.23.30 People think you're so strong, and then it’s like, well I have no choice., right?  But the truth 

is, I do have a choice, I think.  You know, I could, I could end it or I could completely isolate 

myself and, and never come out again.  You know, or I could continue to do what I do, which 

is basically follow those impulses.  A lot of which I think Sergio gives me, you know, or my 

mother?   

08.24.01 Or my father.  So.  Let it play out.  Like even uh, Blaine.  You know, he, he was uh, (?) 

Blaine is my, my friend (~JW~)  Blaine is the one who manages my store. He was uh, 

debating whether or not to pursue something.  

08.24.27 And I said, well, why not pursue it, 'cos you’re gonna die, one day, anyway.  Right?  You got 

to play it out.  And it’s true. I mean, what’s the worst that could happen?  The worst has 
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already happened.  That’s another thing.  Like the worst has already, the worst has happened, 

but at least, even with the worst happening, the worst that could possibly happen, I still, I 

know I still have so much good with the memories that I created with Sergio.   

08.25.07 And the way that he left.  You know?  And the way that I, he left me and I left uh, the way 

that he left me.  And his family. Like, and, and our friends.  Like no, no questions whatsoever 

about should we have done more?  None.  None. 

 

 JW:   That’s pretty great. 

 

08.25.33 TANYA:   I think it is. I think it is.  I do, and I’m proud of that.  And I wish, I wish we could 

have had more time, 'cos we could have done so much more, you know?  But I mean, what 

we did was a lot, you know?  Crazy life.   You’re welcome. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

08.26.11 TANYA:   I am such a Gemini, man.  Split personality. Dark-light. But I do, that’s how I, 

that’s how I navigate. I think as I go to the worst and then I go to the best, and then I go to 

the worst.  And then the best.  You know?   

08.26.30 That’s how you.   

 

 JW:   New York’s pretty tough.  (?) and Miami’s pretty light. 

 

 TANYA:   Worst and best. 

 

 JW:   Thanks for being honest about everything.  And it’s great, it’s important. 

 

08.27.11 TANYA:   I don't know if anybody’s talking about how hard it is besides the mail. Like what 

is, some of the things that are real. Like (?) that the families are going through. Like, I mean, 

like the uh, filing income uh, filing Sergio’s income taxes, right?   
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08.27.37 Get an envelop, but you have to put the returns in.  Did you get that e-mail?  And you, and 

it’s addressed to that special unit.  (~JW~)  (?) KETA.  Like those things that could so easily 

fucking give you a bad day.  You know?   

08.27.56 And like even like with Mike Ragossa and the remains and all that stuff, right?  I mean, 

there, there was a USA Today article, did you read it about uh?  It was about Mike Ragossa.  

And the, the uh, journalist who wrote the piece was so graphic in what the remains were like, 

you know, and you read it. And unless you're really personally affected by it, like you, just 

have no idea.  

08.28.30 But he’s talking about uh, I have to forward it to you 'cos it’s fucking sick.  He said that some 

of the remains were so charred and soaked and crushed you know, like to see it in print, and 

I’m a family member (~JW~) and this could be, you’re talking about Sergio, you know?  

Like that.  Is definitely the shit that makes me go into dark places.   

08.29.01 You know?  And I, I don't know if that, you’re gonna get that, that has to, I think that has to 

be said. It’s like the public-ness of it and the morbidity, the horrific-ness, the you know, and 

today’s, almost 2 years that they’re burying a marrow sample, right?  Sergio had one, too.  

You know, and, and even that question of like ok, there is a marrow sample for Sergio.   

08.29.34 So in my own like naiveté, is that the right pronunciation?  (~JW~)  I’m saying, ok, well, you 

know, we don't really need that marrow sample, why don't you just use it? And then when, 

they said, well, we can’t.  It’s just kind of to let us know whether or not he matches, a 

marrow transplant is a live transplant situation.  Oh.   

08.30.01 So what do you do with, what do you do with it?  Well, ultimately you know, if no one 

claims it, we would dispose of it.  Oh.  Ok.  So now, I have to think.  There is something of 

Sergio, that flowed through his veins, that’s organic, that’s still here on this Earth.   

08.30.28 Right?  What do we do with that? I call Maricel.  Mari.  There’s a sample, Sergio, Sergio has 

a marrow sample.  Well, that won’t they just use it?  No, no, it’s just to show if he’s a match 

or not.  So what are they gonna do with it?  Well, they would you know, dispose of it if 

nobody claims it.  Well, what do you want to do?  I said, I, I don't know, what do you want to 

do?  I mean, do we want, do we want his marrow sample?   

08.31.03 I mean, if we get it, what do you do with it?  And I couldn’t imagine it, I couldn’t for, for me 

and for his mom and for, you know, for hi sister and brother, for the family, for our friends, 
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to, to have to go to that place of having another service, of having a casket, of having a, so I 

just said we don't want it.   

08.31.31 You know?  We don’t want it.  And then even after I made a specific request to not be 

notified if there were any remains, I still got a letter saying that we’re updating our records. 

We need to know if you want to be notified.  Who, which firefighter do you want to notify 

you when we find remains?  And this was the last trip home.  So then I have to notarize a 

letter to say no, we do not want to know.   

08.32.04 'Cos it’s (?) you know, it’ll be well over two years, by then, if you do identify him.  Right?  

And what, and what is him, what, what do you have there that’s so unidentifiable.  What is 

that?  (?) what, 12,000 pieces now?  Twelve thousand pieces oh.   

08.32.30 You found a man 250 pieces of one man.  Two hundred and fifty pieces, can you imagine?  

Can you imagine that family, of getting those phone calls?  I mean, what do you do with 

that?  Two hundred and fifty pieces of one man, oh, or the assistant, the assistant uh, medical 

examiner who lost his friend, who was a canter of the church uh, the synagogue that he went 

to.   

08.33.03 And he told his wife the, the man’s wife that they probably wouldn’t find him, you know?  

That there was really nothing.  And then I think six months after the fact, they identified a 

piece of his rib, which was found a block and a half way from the World Trade Center on the 

roof of some building.   

08.33.28 Or even today, I’m watching New York One news, and it’s September 10th, and they’re 

talking about that they found pieces of tissues and bone in a building that’s been under, that’s 

been closed and they just found it, you know?  And they are human, they are in fact human 

remains.  You know?  So one of the things that Dee said, Dee Ragossa, Mike’s mom, you 

know, when she was saying, when people say this, you, it’s time for you to move forward, 

it’s time for you to, there’s so much that can bring people backwards.   

08.34.09 You know?  That to see them out (LAUGHS) is enough, you know?  And I mean, is that just 

like the most, can you imagine?  Like even the, I mean, Sergio was with six guys.  It, I mean, 

he was with 5 other guys.   

08.34.32 And they had gear, and they had tools, and they had helmets, and they had, and nothing, not a 

single thing has been identified. And now they’re gonna inter all of the other remains that 
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have been in according to one news letter, refrigerated trailers.  At the memorial park, next to 

the medical examiner.   

08.34.57 And (?) we’re more than welcome to visit them at any time. I mean, how horrible is that?  

And (?) that’s one of the things that you know, when, when I feel like it’s gone so far away 

from the psyche of America, if I could be so bold, you know?  Where it’s you know, it’s not, 

you’re not confronted with the news anymore.   

08.35.30 The families still have to deal with that, and it’s 2 years.  And it’s no wonder why some 

can’t, can’t get out of bed, can’t or (?) they’re doing so bad, you know?  So it’s like give 

those people a break.  Isn’t that horrible?  It’s just horrible.   

08.35.59 I mean, even as it drifts away from my psyche a little bit, you know, that’s why I fight so 

much with myself. It’s like I know that that’s one of the things that has to happen. But it’s 

like how can I let that happen, because if I’m letting it happen, that means that somebody 

wasn’t affected by it, (?) could easily let it, you know, easily forget.  That’s why I hang on so 

tight to some of my memories sometimes, because it’s like no, no one can forget this.  It 

can’t become, you know, I’m a 35-year old woman.   

08.36.27 I was born after Pearl Harbor, I wasn’t born in this country. I came when I was 6, and even if 

I learned it in school, I still, I’m so detached from that event, right?  I was at the beach, I was 

at Long Beach, and it, and somebody wrote Happy Hiroshima Day on the board. It was the 

anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima.   

08.36.53 Happy Hiroshima Day. And could that be a possibility down the line in Afghanistan?  Happy 

We Bombed uh, the World Trade Center Day.  You know, 58 years from now. I mean, it.  So 

I think that definitely has to always be revisited every time you do the interviews. 'Cos it is 

hard. It’s horror, you know?  I mean, I know it’s all about rebuilding, but it’s rebuilding in 

spite of the horror, and rebuilding you know, along side the horror.   

08.37.46 So.   
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08.38.01 TANYA:   That, that just, it just sucks.  Right?  That just sucks.   
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