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01.00.45 PICTURE UP 

 
 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.01.40  TANYA :  (MID-STATEMENT) I feel good, I’m feeling a little anxious, as uh, this week 

coming home, which I guess is normal. Uh, I know it’s normal. And (?) I was thinking of 

how uh, meeting at this time of year kind of, I don’t know how fair of a representation of it is 

of me during the year, do you know what I mean?   

01.02.05 Because I have this added anxiety of the anniversary, you know? And I find that I’m back 

and I almost need to, I have to reconnect to it, you know, because it, it is here, so I’m not 

sleeping well. Uh, I got up the other night at like 3 in the morning, 3:30, and I just kind of, 

the room and, and uh, I turn on the TV.  

01.02.33 And of course I found the one documentary about 911 playing so I had to see that until 4:30 

in the morning. So I just kind of find that (~JW~)  

 

 JW :  Is there an aversion to turn it off? 

 

01.02.52 TANYA :  Yeah, I find myself (~JW~) watching (~JW~) Like when I come, not every time I 

come home to New York, but I think it’s this week, it’s like I want to know like I mean, they, 

they played a couple of weeks ago in Florida, the National Geographic documentary (?) 

Inside 911. And uh, I watched that. So I, I guess as they start to come back on again, there’s a 

need for me take part in watching it again, because I feel like during the course of the year, I 

do disconnect so much, even though every trip home I get a reconnection with the mail and 

all of that.  

01.03.33 It’s not as, you know, blatant imagery or anything like that. So now It's like this time of year, 

the imagery comes back and, and then I kind of put myself back in that time. But it’s just (?) 

I can’t explain it. It’s just a kind of anxiety, and I can’t focus really well, 'cos I still have 
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tasks that I want to do while I’m here, you know?  Get Sergio’s posters done, you know, 

make a magnet for the, the motorcycle tank.  

01.04.02 Do you know, but I can’t seem to focus. I just feel like I’m all over the place and I’m (?) you 

know, the lack of sleep and all of that. And I don't know if that’s post traumatic stress 

disorder, you know, creeping up because of the, the closeness of the event now. Or uh, but 

that’s, that’s basically what’s been happening this week. So. You know, but I’m glad to be 

back in New York at this time, you know. 

01.04.30 And I’m glad I (?) shipped my motorcycle up. So that was also a little (?) cause of my 

anxiety, too, it’s like is the bike gonna get there, is the bike gonna get there, 'cos that’s what I 

need to do this year, you know (LAUGHS) I need to, that’s my diversion.  I’m gonna go to 

the ceremonies, but I need a diversion, so I got to get the bike up. So it arrived safe and 

sound uh, and I rode around town and stuff, so. 

 

 JW :  You’ve already taken a ride? 

 

01.04.53 TANYA :  I’ve already, yeah, I’ve already taken a ride. And I have a new bike, because the 

bike that you guys saw in Miami was stolen last year.  I uh, I got my mom into her 

apartment, which was just amazing, you know? (~JW~)  

 

 JW :  I remember us talking about it. 

 

01.05.19 TANYA :  Yeah, the final, the final, 'cos when I came, when I sat last year, I was still in the 

process of the renovations. And uh, she moved in a couple of weeks after September 11th. I 

had unpacked all of her boxes, hung her clothes, organized everything, found all of you 

know, her, her uh, (chochkis?) that totally corresponded with what I was you know, doing in 

the apartment.  

01.05.43 And the, everything just had a place. It was like the best. So I had to delay it a couple of days 

because uh, uh, you know, certain you know like little last minute details I didn't want to 

bring her in before things are really done.  

01.05.59 And uh, when I finally brought her in, she was so, she was just. It was a great feeling, like 

you know, she’s home. You know?  And uh, then for her birthday, which was, which is 
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October 13th, we got her a puppy, and she always wanted to have a dog again, 'cos she lost 

her dog shortly after we lost my dad. And uh, and I thought that would also be a good thing 

for her since, you know, she was moving away form, from my sister and nephew. And so we 

got her a puppy.  

01.06.31 Guinness was the cutest, just the cutest little Yorkie Maltese fur ball.  Uh, and he’s got just a 

great personality, so she’s really happy down there. And I’m glad (?) it was a good move for 

her, it was good for me, because I get to see her almost daily when I’m down there. We have 

breakfast, you know, I uh, I had my bike, and I didn’t have a car for us, and (?) I had come 

up for Sergio’s uh, soccer match.   

01.07.00 And the day of the soccer match my mom called me and she was like I have bad news. And 

I’m like what?  She said, your bike’s not there. So (LAUGHS) my bike’s not there?  She 

goes, it’s not there (LAUGHS).  And it was stolen from her building. It was like a gated, you 

know, garage. So it had to be an inside job.  And I was like oh.  But then I thought, you 

know, I’m losing that motorcycle, I’m not meant to have that motorcycle.  

01.07.29 I’m thinking, you know, I’m trying to turn it around like maybe there was a rusty bolt that 

wouldn’t have held up, when I was on the road. So just means I have to get another 

motorcycle. So thank god for insurance. Uh, but in the interim, I realized I could only take 

my mom on my motorcycle so far, you know, to get groceries and everything. So I got us a 

little car down there. We got uh, uh, a Beetle convertible. So we put the top down. We’re 

Thelma and Louise, I call her Weezie. Like come on, Weezie, let’s go for a ride.  

01.07.59 So we go, you know, we have our little expeditions, you know, to Target or to the 

supermarket, or to the, to the pet store to buy Guinness toys. And we’ll like belt tunes at the 

top of our lungs, you know, but completely off tune while the top is down at a stop light. And 

people you know, doing that. So we just kind of, we have a lot of fun together. It’s Thelma 

and Louisey. Uh, so that’s been really excellent. 

 

 JW :  Who’s came up with that? 

 

01.08.27 TANYA :  I think we came up with Thelma and Louise actually when uh, when it came time 

for Sergio and mine, our wedding day. I took the trip to uh, uh, to, to France, the south of 

France, to Provence. And uh, and to the cost, the Italian coast. So the first week that I was in 
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the south of France, I took my mom. It was like this is, you know, this is what I want to be 

doing at this time of the year. It was a year after, yeah, that we were supposed to be married.  

01.09.00 And so we were driving around France you know, like in the countryside, and you know, 

we’re like Thelma and Louise, you know, but now that we have the top down, and now she’s 

moved, you know, she’s moved down like you, Weezie. So now it’s Thelma and Weezie. So 

she, it’s cute. My ring tone for her when she calls on my cell phone is Hi, Thelma 

(LAUGHS).  Yeah. She’s got many nicknames. But uh, so we have a lot of fun, it’s, it’s been 

good for that.  

01.09.28 So going back to the bike, it got stolen. You know. So it was like all right, I’m ready to step 

up, I’m gonna get a bigger bike. So I got a, the other bike I had was a 600 Honda Shadow, 

and now I have a, a VTX 1300, which is a (?) Honda also. But it’s like twice the size. It’s 

massive. It’s so cool.  (LAUGHS) Wait 'til you see it, it’s so cool. Uh, so I shipped that up, 

and I’m realizing how big it is just being in New York.   

01.09.58 Down there, it doesn’t feel as big, you know? But in here, 'cos everything is so kind of 

cramped and riding around and the bumps and everything, and so this is a big bike. But it’s 

fun, and I’m glad I have it here. 

 

 JW :  You’re scraping through traffic? 

 

01.10.12 TANYA :  Scraping through traffic, I’m like on that horn, and I have, I changed the pipes so 

you know, they’re really loud.  Uh.  Loud pipes saves lives. And I, I have to wear a helmet 

here, so I have one of those little, you know, helmets, and yeah, it’s fun. And I have Jenny 

uh, my uh, girlfriend the one that does uh, massage, she has a bike.  

01.10.32 So she’s been riding with me for the past uh, couple of days. So it’s fun. It’s a lot of fun. And 

it is a good .it, it’s what I needed to do this weekend, so, so that’s, that’s the bike. 

 

 JW :  (?) You said it’s my diversion? 

 

01.10.55 TANYA :  My (?) 'cos I guess there’s (?) the half of me that’s like ok, I have to connect, I 

have to be in it, I have to, you know, I have to be in it, you know? I need to reconnect to it, 

but at the same time, I don't want to overwhelm myself with it, do you know what I mean?  
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Like I want to be connected, but I don't want it to be to the point where it’s choking me.  You 

know?  So I need to divert myself, I need to, I need to decompress. So that’s what I do 

normally when I go back to Florida, the motorcycle has become this vehicle of my 

decompressing, you know, after coming back from New York.  

01.11.31 I mean, as more time has passed, it hasn’t been as intense of you know, to go back and forth. 

But initially when I, when I started riding, it was at a time, I was 2003 that I got my first 

bike, where coming home was like really intense, you know, and so I’d go back to Florida, 

I’d get on the bike, and then it was just you know, everything just kind of the layers of stress 

and everything just ok.  

01.11.58 Open air, you know, I’m not, I’m not feeling the, you know, the closing feeling anymore 

when I get on the bike. I need to like release everything. So I figure, for this year, 'cos it’s 

been a good year, too, and I don't want to, I don't want to kind of, I know I need to pull 

myself to reconnect, but I don’t want to, again like take away from a good year. You know?  

It’s (?) just a battle with me, 'cos I want to, I don't know. I can’t explain it.  

01.12.29 But I, I don’t want to forget, right? So my, my underlying issue’s always been the guilt of 

like well, if you’re having too much fun, then maybe you’re you know, you’ve forgotten, 

right? Which is not the case, but that’s my issue. So I kind of have to put myself back in 

there, you know, to, to just kind of balance everything out. And then all right, so I’m putting 

myself back in there, so, well, you can take yourself out, though, get your bike up here.  

01.12.57 You know, so that’s where I think (?) I’m learning to be a little more easy on myself.  I think 

(LAUGHS). You know? But I have to, I do have to say, too, that I noticed that once I was 

done with the Mom project, you know, 'cos I was on this kind of adrenaline rush to get that 

all going. And that was, that was a diversion also. That was my diversion last year, when the 

anniversary was here.  

01.13.28 I’m just, I’m just having this realization. Uh, you know, it kind of, once I got back to Florida, 

once the project was done, Mom was in, I had like a crash, you know what I mean? 'Cos I 

don't know if it was just too much (LAUGHS). Too much emotion, you know, too much 

trying to juggle emotions, too much joy, too much pain, too much joy, too much pain, and 

then it’s just kind of like (?) and I just crash, and I just you know, I just needed to sleep.  

01.13.59 I needed to cry, I needed to you know, wallow. I needed to you know, I don't know. It was 

just kind of weird. And I found that that was the same thing that happened 'cos I renovated 
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the store this year. And it was that thing, too, it’s like ok, I’m in project mode. You know, uh, 

I, my focus was so get, get this done, get it done right, get it done beautifully. You know, 

here it is, it’s glorious. I really job well done. Crash.   

01.14.31 You know?  So I don't know if that’s gonna be this case when I get back again. To Florida. I 

don't know if that’s gonna be an ongoing pattern.  You know?  So. 

 

 JW :  What are the crashes and the emotions, and the crying and letting go like? I can hear 

the challenge of it. 

 

01.15.42 TANYA :  Yeah, because I think you know, what (?) I think what comes with that crash has 

been, you know, that when the wave comes back, it’s the wave of well, you did all of this, 

and it’s great that you did all of this, you know.  

01.16.00 And then it’s the wave of. There’s a wave of like you know, well Sergio helped you do this, 

you know what I mean? And the reason why Sergio helped you do this was because you 

know, he gave up his life.  You know, so it’s like, it’s so bittersweet those, that thing, and 

then you go oh, he gave up his life, (?) or he was killed.  

01.16.29 And then that’s the.  (PAUSE)  And then, it’s all about, it’s the you know, ok, honor that. 

You know, honor that.  Because you know, that’s, that is the reality, right? That’s the reality, 

that’s the truth, that’s, you know? But I take myself back, I kind of like let myself feel the 

sorrow of that. And I guess that’s what I call the crash, right?  

01.17.00 And then how I bring myself back up is by trying to move to the place of, you know, 

gratitude and realizing how fortunate that I am that I’m able to do that. Because so many 

people have gone through such trauma, right? You know, and they don’t have that ability to, 

you know, do (?) something for their mother or (?) do something for you know, their 

business or whatever.  

01.17.29 They, you know, they’ve lost everything or they can’t. So then I just like oh, you know.  You 

realize how fortunate you are in spite of this tragedy, and then it’s just kind of it’s (?) it’s 

such a double-edged sword.  You know?  So it’s a constant. I mean, I think I’ve, this will 

probably be uh, I’m so curious to see all of my interviews when this is all done. I’m pretty 

sure that this is a common thread in the interview of the, that the I don't know if the right 

word would be the duality of everything.  



Project Rebirth :  Tanya Villanuevo      Tape # TV30       JW, Producer   01.16.06     Page 7 of 62 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 

01.18.03 And like, you know, you have the good things but they’re all, there’s the bad thing, and it’s 

but that’s I guess that’s what happened. You know, you, and that’s life.  You know, you, you 

take your, things happen in life, you know, bad things happen in life, and then you have to 

find the good; otherwise, why even bother?  You know what I mean? I don't know.  

01.18.30 It makes you philosophical to a point where you can’t even (LAUGHS) like.  I can’t even 

articulate what it is that I want to say sometimes, you know, but it’s just seems such a uh, I 

don't know. It’s a, it's (?) just a battle.  You know? And most of the time, I have to say I, do 

overcome (?) I know I have. I mean, but it’s still, it’s just still, it’s just there, always. It’s an 

underlying thing. You know, but I, I don't, I think that’s just life, too.  

01.19.00 You know?  So.   

 

 JW :  Do you think you couldn’t have done these things? There’s a suggestion that if Sergio 

hadn’t died, you might not be doing those things. 

 

01.19.27 TANYA :  Yeah, (?) I mean, I always wonder like uh, how our lives would have unfolded 

together.  You know, but I don't think I would have had the ability, we would have had the 

ability, well, first of all, I would never have wound up in Florida, that’s one.  And (?) we 

would have probably (?) wound up there in retirement, but I don’t think we would have had 

the ability to get my mom a place.  Do you know what I mean?   

01.19.55 We probably would have 'cos we were working on building the business and everything, and 

we probably would have had the ability, yes, to renovate and do all of that. But I don't know 

if we would have been able to do it in such a timeframe. You know, it might not have been 

until later on. But then we might not have been, because we would have, by this point, had 

children.  So you know what I mean?  It would have been a whole different, would have been 

a different life. So yeah, I, I do think that like if he hadn’t, no. I wouldn’t have been able to, 

to do, no.  

01.20.29 We would have, (?) I would have had, I would have a different life.  I’m sure it would have 

been a beautiful life, you know. And in spite of everything, I do look at my life now and I 

say, wow, I still managed to come up with a beautiful life, you know?  In spite of it all. And 

uh, I have him to thank for it. He’s still like moves me along.  So that’s where it just kind of, 

the thoughts can go either way, do you know what I mean?  
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01.21.01 And it’s depending I guess on you know, what’s going on. At the time, or whatever. It could 

be a positive thought or it could be a negative thought. Which is, you know, it’s just life I 

guess.  (~JW~) It’s just, yeah, and it’s hard. But I think it’s life wasn’t meant to be easy.  

01.21.28 And I think uh, you don't realize that until you really undergo a profound experience like 

this, you know, it’s you don't, you don't get it. I It's, I mean, going into (?) being in therapy 

for the time that I was, we’ve ended therapy and uh, last October we ended our groups. I still 

see the girls, though, every time, I try to get together with them when I come home. So I, I’ll 

see them if not every month, every other month. Which is good. But we’re in contact.  

01.21.59 But.  Uh, I think all of us, we agreed that, you know, we all had this assumption.  About life 

that, you know, you do good, good things happen. You know, no bad comes. It’s just, you 

that’s how we’re all kind of conditioned to, to, to live. Growing up. Until the rug gets taken 

out from under you. And then you realize, you know, wow.  There’s pain in life, there really 

is pain in life.  

01.22.33 And what you thought was painful before, these little minor bumps in the road, you know, a 

break up or whatever. Not to say that they’re not painful. I know they’re painful. But it can’t 

even compare to like, you know, real loss, like real loss.  And then it makes you see the pain 

and, and I know I talked about this before, it makes you see the pain of the world. It’s just 

like wow.  It’s deep.  

01.22.58  And you realize, you know, life, this is life, this is life. Now. You know?  It’s, you got your 

good, you got your bad. You know?  And if, if someone is you know, is happy, great.  Enjoy 

it, you know?  Don't (LAUGHS) count on it forever, you know what I mean?  It’s like, it’s 

waves. You have happiness, you’ll have pain, you know?  You know, and I’m, it just, it, it’s 

like the harsh reality of life.   

01.23.31 But then you still see it’s, well it’s life, this is what we’re here to do. We’re just here to live 

through it all, you know? And if, if, if it weren’t for the joy, you wouldn’t feel the pain. Of 

the loss. Right?  So.  (~JW~) And if it weren’t for the pain, you, you wouldn’t know what joy 

was. It’s kind of like, so that’s what it does. It makes you philosophical, right? 

 

 JW :  People always say that, and I think it’s true, but what if it wasn’t?  
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01.24.17 TANYA :  You need, you need a, you need a reference point.  Is basically what it is ,you 

need a reference point. So if your life were constantly in this place of you know, happy, 

happy, happy everything, everything comes to you, you know, which I thought for awhile 

that that’s how it was.  

01.24.38 Until, until I lost Sergio, well, even when I lost my dad. I mean, I guess I, I had experienced 

like loss before. But it just it, it’s so different. I think when you lose, when you, when you 

lose your partner, when you lose, you know, a life that you know, like you know, then uh.  

01.25.02 Now I could see wow, that time I had with Sergio was, what a, it was so great. You know 

what I mean?  And the reason why it hurts so much is 'cos it was so great.  And so my 

challenge has been, you know, getting to a point of finding a place where I could still, you 

know, see the joy in life. And I think I, I know I have, I know I’ve risen up to that.  

01.25.28 And I my challenge this year has been really in accepting that it is my, it is, it is OK for me to 

you know, start a, a new kind of life again. And not be so attached to the loss of my life with 

Sergio. Like it had been the, prior years. You know? And I think it (?) it all came to a head 

uh, this year with uh, Debbie getting married.  

01.26.03 Debbie Dog.  You know, I mean, since, since September 11th, you know, most of our friends 

here had already been married, and Debbie’s like you know, my best friend. And so she’d 

always said, you know, I, this really sucks because you know, I’m know I’m not gonna be 

able to have my best friend on my wedding day now.   

01.26.28 Because I was at a point where I was like you know, I just can’t do weddings. I can’t. For me 

it’s very painful. It, it’s uh, just a reminder of something that I wasn’t able to have with 

Sergio. And I just don't do weddings. So you know, there were few weddings (?) amongst 

mine and Sergio’s friends, that I just didn't attend, right?  And then it came down to Debbie 

getting married. And you know, she’s my best friend.  And of course, you know, she met a 

great guy, Felix is wonderful and, and you know, I wanted to be there. I wanted to be there.   

01.27.02 But I just started getting all of this crazy and you know, anxiety about it. Like I don't want to 

be there, 'cos I haven’t gone to a wedding, and I don’t want to be there sitting there, thinking 

you know, Sergio and I, we, we should have been up there. We should have been you know, 

exchanging our vows. And then the thoughts go to, well, the reason why was because he was 

killed.   
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01.27.31 He was murdered. And so then (?) I have this whole scenario acting out in my mind about me 

sitting in Debbie’s wedding, thinking about this, trying to fight back tears, people looking at 

me saying, are you OK? And then ruining her day. Do you know what I mean? So you know, 

it’s like I don’t want to, I don’t want to do that, you know?  And then she and I had, you 

know, I just started to feel guilt about it, because I really wanted to be there for her, you 

know, and.  

01.28.01 And you know, we kind of had like a (?) little exchange, it was actually a painful exchange, 

because I, I felt like she misunderstood me, you know?  And. 

 

 JW :  Could you express that to her? It’s hard to express. 

 

01.28.17 TANYA :  Yeah. (?) it came to a point where I, I had bottled it up to such a point about this 

guilt that I was carrying out, that I finally just exploded. Basically and said the reason why I 

can’t go to your wedding is because, and then it was like you know, Sergio was murdered 

and, and all of this and so here, my poor best friend. 

01.28.38 Do you know what I mean? And she (LAUGHS) so.  It was very painful. It was a very 

painful like couple of months leading up to the wedding, and like the fact that you know, she 

would say I wish you, you know, I wish you could be with me to, to go and pick out stuff for 

the bridal registry and all of that, and I’m just, I just wanted to go (?).  

01.29.02 And then it was like you know, this is your best friend, you know what I mean?  It’s and so I 

was like all right, I was thinking I would go up to the day, I’ll go up to the day and uh, I’ll, 

I’ll see what I could do. And, and then finally I just kind of like we had this big thing and 

then I realized, you know, it’s not, it’s really not fair. And I think the, the best way for me to 

navigate this one is, you know what?   

01.29.29 I’ll go to her house on the morning of. I’ll show her I’m there, you know?  And that’s (?) 

that’s good. I’m there for her on the day.  I don't have to be at the ceremony, you know? I 

don't have to, 'cos I don't know how I’ll be, I don’t worry about that. I can be with her in her 

house.  I can help her get ready.  You know? And that’s what I did.  So went to her house, 

and you know, helped her put her dress on. I helped deliver the cake to (?) the uh, reception 

hall.   
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01.30.03 And I got to see her off, you know?  And I know that that, for me, I felt, for me it was good, 

'cos I was like ok, you can, you can be present, you know?  For your best friend. and I know 

for her it meant a lot because it was like oh, she was here, you know?  In spite of everything, 

and also for her family. And then I just kind of, I had a dream.  

01.30.29 I had a dream with Sergio and I started thinking, you know, I want to get married at one 

point. You know, I want to, I want to have, I want to have children, I want to have a life 

again. I’d always said it, but I think now I started to really feel it, you know?  And what was 

holding me back was, I was just felt so guilty about it, you know? I just felt so guilty about it. 

And you know, I had been dating this, I’ve been dating, like I said I was dating last year in 

the interview.  

01.30.58 I didn't divulge. But I (?) had been dating this guy, Ray. You know, and I met Ray uh.  

(STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  After the dress, what did you do? 

 

 TANYA :  After the dress? 

 

 JW :  Do you remember? 

 

01.31.31 TANYA :  Do you really want to know what I did? Because I’m so crazy.  I think 

(LAUGHS) when I was putting her dress on, I was helping her dress on and I just wanted to, 

at that point, this is the imagery, if you really (LAUGHS) want to know. Debbie Dog and I 

you know, we’re best friends forever, and we’re just so stupid. And we’re putting, I’m 

putting her dress on and she’s, she’s in front of me. Uh, her back is to me.  

01.31.59 And I’m helping her put her dress on. I don’t  know this is the imagery that you want, but this 

is what happened.  And I’m just kind of like smoothing out, she has lace and everything, I’m 

like kind of on her butt, and I just, I goosed her (LAUGHS). So that’s kind of like how, that 

was, that’s the imagery. I goosed Debbie on her wedding day. Uh, which kind of like was 
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almost like Sergio, because Sergio always did a goose, you know, and there was. And then it 

was like Ok, you know?  I was, I was like all right.  

01.32.33 It was, I think I had done also much crying in the weeks prior about it, that when I finally got 

to the day with her, I cried a little bit, but it wasn’t like as intense. It was like all right, I’m 

here, I’m doing it and it’s Ok.  What was that drama all about?  You know? But it was 

obviously something that needed to happen for me, 'cos it felt like that, that was the, almost 

the breakthrough of like, as a result of me confronting Debbie getting married, it was like, 

you know, it’s time for you, too, do you know what I mean?   

01.33.05 So and I had a dream with, with, with Sergio kind of uh, shortly after.  And he came to me, it 

was so clear, I was like, in my, I was in the (?) Beetle at an intersection. And I was in the 

passenger seat.  And I was on the phone.  

01.33.30 And Sergio came to the door uh, the, the driver’s side of the door. The top was down.  And I 

was just kind of like oh, my god, oh, my god. In, in my dream it was so real, you know, and I 

(?) knew my heart was palpitating in my dream and I was oh, my god, you know? And I 

think I was on, it was vivid at the time and now, now it’s like kind of escaping, me.  

01.33.57 I was on the phone and I think I was saying you know, uh, I was just talking about falling in 

love again, you know, and what if the person dies?  You know, like it was kind of like, and 

then he’s like what are you talking about, you know? And then he, he just looked at me and 

he said, you deserve to be happy.  You know?  And then he goes (LAUGHS) and by the way 

you’re getting a little soft in the middle.  

01.34.30 And I’m like, I’m like laughing and (?) I'm crying and laughing through my tears and I woke 

up that way.  And what woke, (?) ended the dream was I heard somebody calling his dad’s 

name, Angelo. Angelo. Like and Sergio’s just kind of went to that, just went off and that’s 

when I woke up and I was just laughing and crying, and I’m like, you know, you even busted 

my balls you know what I mean? To tell me I got soft in the middle. It’s like you deserve to 

be happy.  

01.35.00 So that was like, yeah, I do deserve to be happy gain, you know? And uh, and then I was just 

you know, I, I’d been dating, dating uh, Ray uh. I met Ray in a gas station.  See, a 

motorcycle is such an instrument here, you know? I met Ray in a gas station like (?) over two 

years ago, probably July of 2003.   
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01.35.28 And uh, I had Debbie Dog on the back of the bike and, and we were riding with my friend, 

Karl.  Who you filmed when we were doing the, uh, when we were in uh, when you were in 

Miami with us. And you know, Ray was there, with a bunch of his friends on bikes. They had 

just gotten tickets.  For, uh, noise, 'cos they have these loud Harleys and stuff, you know?  So 

we roll in on the bikes, to get gas.  And uh, all the guys are like oh, you know, here comes 

two girls on a bike, so whatever.   

01.36.00 And Ray thought that we were Lesbians, you know, he was like oh. You know?  And then 

we just kind of all struck up a conversation, and uh, I you know, I (?) it was 2003, it was 

early, it was early 2003 and, and I had to mention almost immediately yeah, I want to get my 

tank painted. I lost my fiancé on September 11th, you know.  It’s like oh, I’m sorry, uh, you 

know.  

01.36.30 And uh, then I notice he had a little uh, firefighter angel emblem on his license plate, you 

know, and he was like (?) he used to be a firefighter, and I was like oh, wow.  But you know, 

it was like nothing, (?) whatever. And they invited us to go riding with them. So we went into 

Fort Lauderdale. We rode around a little bit, and Ray lived down south.  In Coral Gables, 

Coconut Grove at the time.  

01.36.58 So he needed you know, he said I’ll ride back down with you guys. So you know, we, we’re 

riding and, and then (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.37.52 END OF TAPE # TV30 

 

TAPE # TV31 
Tanya Villanueva 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
02.01.01 PICTURE UP 

 
 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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 JW :  When we talk, I go back to images.  Pulling into the gas station what’s the hit? 

 

02.02.28 TANYA :  Pulling into the gas station, this honestly, pulling into the gas station, I’m like 

shit, here’s all these guys on bikes here, let me not drop the bike. (LAUGHS) You know, 

because I just, you know, I’m still in relatively inexperienced rider, right?  And Debbie Dog, 

she’s so crazy sometimes, you know?  She says, the guys are like kind of like oh, here we 

roll, we’re rolling in, and, and Debbie Dog was like, they’re all looking at us, and he goes, 

she goes, it’s hot right, two, two girls on a bike?  

02.03.00 And now I’m mortified, 'cos I’m like inside voice. You’re not supposed to verbalize that to 

these guys, you know, that we don’t know.  You know what I mean?  So I was just kind of 

like trying to be really you know, yeah, it’s my bike, my little bike.  So they all (?) oh, it’s a 

nice bike, whatever, blahblahblah and then we just kind of all started talking and uh, then 

they invited us to go riding with them. And I remember oh I had, oh I had on a tank top that 

said Sick Bitch.  

02.03.34 So that could have also been Sick Bitch motorcycles. That could have also been, maybe like 

oh, she’s, she’s a little butch, you know? So for, on Ray’s part. So yeah, that’s kind of funny 

when you think about it, I was really, you know, it was very funny. So we started to talk, they 

invited us to go riding (~JW~)  

 

 JW :  Did you have an impression of Ray? 

 

02.03.59 TANYA :  No, you know what?  I totally, I, I you know, I didn't think one way or the other. 

And then when we started to, we rode into Ft. Lauderdale and I was like wow, this is the first 

time I’m riding with a group of (?) group of bikes. And these are like hard core biker guys, 

you know?  So I’m like, all right guys, when I pass, if you pass by me, I want you to scream 

like a bitch. Like I was being really you know, crazy, crazy Tanya.  

02.04.27 And you know, I would pass by somebody and go (?) and Debbie and we’re laughing and 

everything. 'Cos this is (?) like wow, I’m riding with a bunch of biker dudes, you know?  

And so we did that for awhile, and the guys would ride by and scream. Ray never screamed, 

you know, he’s, he was just too, too cool for that. And (LAUGHS) then uh, Ray (?) you 

know, he told us, well I have to head back south, I’ll ride down with you guys, and at this 
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point I still wasn’t confident to go on the highway or anything, I’m like all right, well we’re 

going AIA, which is, you know, the scenic route, stop lights, no highway.  

02.05.01 AIA. This is how we’re going he’s like all right, all right. So then I was like kind of like 

looking at him, well, let me make, you know, make conversation. He had beautiful Harley 

Deuce, purple. He’s riding alongside us. And Debbie Dog was being Debbie Dog. And every 

time he revs up and she goes oh, oh, that’s so hot, that’s so hot, you know on the bike. And 

he’s telling her to get on the back of the bike. And so I’m making conversation, so what do 

you do?  You know? At a stop light. he’s like, he’s a contractor. I’m like oh, you know, I just 

love building.  

02.05.30 You know, I think (?) I just love building. And uh, he’s just very, very kind of cool and you 

know. Next stop light, you know, I’m kind of hungry, yeah, I’m hungry, too, you hungry?  

Yeah, we’re all hungry. All right, let’s go to Lincoln Road, we’ll get something to eat.  Fine. 

So small talk, small talk, we get back to the beach. And Debbie says, decides, you know, I’m 

tired, I’m gonna go home.  Karl decides he’s tired. He’s gonna go home. So now it’s just me 

and Ray and I’m like oh, my god.   

02.06.00 I hope this guy doesn’t think I want to you know, hook up with him. You know, 'cos I just 

wasn’t in that mode, you know?  So we go, we have, we’re having uh, lunch at uh, uh, 

(Balands?), on Lincoln Road, and we’re talking and I’m telling him about Sergio. I’m talking 

about Sergio. I’m like, this is it, this is you know, this is my out here. You know, I’m just, 

I’m gonna talk about Sergio 'cos I don't want this guy to think that I’m in to him you know 

what I mean?  

02.06.30 And of course, I, I wound up crying. So this guy probably thought I was just crazy 

(LAUGHS).  This is my first, you know, time meeting Ray. But he was very, just kind of 

cool and laid back and you know, and he said you know, well, I could tell you really loved 

him, and I said, yeah. You know, I did. I do.  And uh, there’s like yeah, let me get your 

number, you know, whenever we go riding I’ll give you a call. And that was like June,  

 July, 2003.   

02.07.02 And you know, he would call to go for a ride, I’d be in New York, whatever, and then one 

time it just kind of hit, so like hi, let’s go riding. And so (?) just started off being this very 

casual friendship. We’d get together, you know, have dinner, have lunch, go, go riding.  And 
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uh, I was even gonna hook him up with uh, with Jenny you know, like this is, you know, this 

guy is a really nice guy, you know?  

02.07.28 Maybe when Jenny comes down (?) I’ll hook you up with my girlfriend, 'cos I, I was actually 

dating somebody else at the time, too, you know? Somebody that was very, very, very nice. 

And (CLEARS THROAT) I just didn't see myself with Ray. I just didn't you know, and let 

me hook him up with, with Jenny, whatever. 

 

 JW :  Any reason for that? 

 

02.07.49 TANYA :  I (?) guess I just wasn’t really. I, I just, you know? I, I don’t know what it was. It 

wasn’t that he, you know, I find him, he’s very attractive you know? But I just didn't, I didn’t 

know. You know?  

02.08.03 I think at that point, I had envisioned myself actually up until this year, I’d had envisioned 

myself that the person who I was gonna wind up with was somebody who was gonna be so 

completely outgoing, like Sergio.  And Ray has this very quiet, confidence about him. So he 

just didn't fit into (?) my image of who I was gonna be with, was.  

02.08.30 So I just didn't, you know?  Uh.  So I just kind of said, oh, maybe Jenny and, and Ray, you 

know?  So the night that Jenny comes down, Jenny’s, Jenny comes down to Florida, and the 

night that we’re all meeting uh, she’s gonna meet Ray, Jenny gets on the back of my bike. 

We go to uh, Fuddruckers down in Florida for bike night. You know, we’re looking around. I 

mean, we’ve ridden now from (?) South Beach all the way down to South Miami, sleeveless, 

no helmets, without a hitch, right?   

02.09.08 Go to Fuddruckers, from Fuddruckers we go to Coconut Grove, which is like a 20 minute 

drive, to go and eat at uh, Green Street Café.  We park the bikes, Ray and I, we get off the 

bike, Jenny gets off of the bike. Ray and I cross the street to go to the uh, Muni-meter, and 

I’m putting my card in uh, to (?) get a receipt for the meter.  

02.09.29 And all of a sudden, I hear (?) boom.  And you know I had my card and I go, someone’s 

getting hit by a car.  And I turn around, Jenny is flying through the air on what’s that street’s 

name?  The street (?) we’re in Coconut Grove. She’s flying through the air, and I go, that’s 

my friends. She’s flying, she’s flying, she got hit by a car. She bounced off of the hood, she’s 

flying through the air, and she lands on the floor.  
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02.10.00 And (LAUGHS) she lands on the floor, kind of like this, you know?  And I’m like oh, my 

god, oh my god. And she gets up and she’s (LAUGHS) so silly she gets up, the girl who hit 

her, you know, she’s in the car with a guy. Is like is, you know, hysterical, shaking and 

everything, and Jenny gets up and goes, you just ran me over. You know?  And I’m like 

Jenny, get back down, you’re in shock, you’re in shock, and she goes. No.   

02.10.29 She’s stretching. I’m ok.  I’m fine. I’m ok. You just ran me over. She’s like, I’m like this, 

this girl’s crazy, you know?  She’s checking her internal organs, like she’s (LAUGHS) doing 

this and I’m just like (LAUGHS). She’s doing this, no I’m Ok, and I’m completely freaking 

out, right?  I’m calling 911. I’m getting, you know, my girlfriend, she’s just got hit by a car. 

She’s standing up and they’re like tell her to stay still, and I’m like that’s what I’m trying to 

tell her. She’s, Jenny’s like drinking water. No, it’s ok, don't worry, she’s telling the girl, 

don't worry.   

02.10.59 She goes you know (LAUGHS) Jenny’s so crazy. She goes, you know, we both must have 

angels, because if you, if you hit me and I died, it would have really sucked for you. You 

know, like that’s how, the girl’s crying, we wound up taking pictures. It was, of Jenny with 

the girl, the girl with tears down her face, Jenny’s smiling like. rescue comes.  They’re, they 

check her out, are you (?) you know, you shouldn’t have been crossing the street in the 

middle of the street. And so that was the night. Like (LAUGHS) so totally didn't happen with 

her and Ray because she got hit by a car.  

02.11.32 So Ray’s name for her is Crash, you know?  It was just like this crazy night. So we even 

wind up, we go, she gets back on the motorcycle, we drive back to the beach, you know, and 

just such typical thing is what happened to us. A (?) car of girls are driving by and they see 

us two, me and Jenny on the bike, and they’re like yeah, chicks on bikes rule, and then 

flashing us their uh, it was just (LAUGHS). This crazy, surreal night.  

02.11.59 Where Jenny was supposed to meet Ray, you know, 'cos I’m trying to hook them up, and she 

gets hit by a car. Like so it wasn’t supposed to happen, right?  Shortly after that, I go to 

California, and think uh, I met you in California, right? I go to California, I, I go to see my 

friends.  And I (?)  

 

 JW :  I remember it was an intense time. 
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02.12.27 TANYA :  Yeah, because I was like I wanted to date, I wanted to do all these things, and I 

was just kind of wanted, but I wasn’t sure. And all of these things. But it wasn’t Ray. It was 

just kind of, it was weird. It was just a weird time. 

 

 JW :  It wasn’t anything specific? 

 

02.12.43 TANYA :  No, it wasn’t (LAUGHS) right, right. (~JW~) Yeah, because it was kind of like, it 

was such a little, it was. Just this comical story that happened, but it wasn’t anything that, I 

didn’t associate anything with Ray, do you know what I mean? It was just kind of, and it 

wasn’t like I was questioning about dating him or anything. it was just, but just knew I 

wanted to date. I was like at, at that point.  

02.13.05 I was just kind of getting like (?). and even though I was dating someone, but I just wanted 

to, I started to want to have a little more.  And I wanted to be able to be more open about my 

dating. But it was just, being in this place of like it’s not right, it’s not the right time, uh, just 

going back and forth and all this stuff. So. But anyway. While I’m in California, I have a 

dream that I kiss Ray.   

02.13.28 So now I’m like oh.  Well, that’s it, I have to, I have to see this through. I had a dream.  I, 

you know, I’m just crazy that way. I had a dream, I have to see this through.  So you know, I 

got back to Miami, Ray and I, we go out for dinner, and so it just basically I was you know, I 

kind of was like oh, Ray.  You know?  And then that’s where it all kind of, you know, the 

(STUTTER) intimacy all began at that point.  

02.13.58 So we started this you know, kind of casual dating relationship. You know, and uh, you 

know, I, I enjoyed, I enjoyed his company and everything, and then we uh, we both enjoyed 

each other’s company. But we kind of went in saying, you know what?  We’re not ready for 

something serious. You know, let’s just kind of keep it, you know, like it is.  And that’s how 

it had been, it was just kind of like, you know, as time wore on, every time I’d go to Florida, 

he and I would spend, we’d spend a lot of time together, you know.  

02.14.32 We, were spending a lot of time together. But it just kind of was, we to me and it had always 

been like this kind of very casual thing, you know, (?) he had been married before. He had a 

painful divorce. He wasn’t sure (?) if he was ever gonna go down that road again, you know, 

so. I was kind of like well, all right, that’s cool, we’ll just enjoy each other while, when we’re 
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together and whatever happens, happens, you know? I (?) could shut it down very, you know 

I don’t want to put any pressure on you, and that’s fine.  

02.15.00 I’m going through my own things.  I was still you know, just trying to navigate like the 

dating is just kind of like. Just weird. It was just always weird, you know, and I always just 

felt like the uh. (?) .  Just dating in general was just kind of like I know my always my 

concern was I just wanted to find somebody that I could eventually, you know, I want to 

settle down.  

02.15.29 I want to, you know all of these things.  These are all my, my mental wants. 

 

 JW :  What are they? 

 

02.15.36 TANYA :  I want, I wanted to find somebody. I wanted to, to meet someone great. I wanted 

to be swept off of my feet.  I wanted to be swept off of my feet, I want to fall in love. I want 

to have babies.  And I want to be, be able to bring this person home, you know, and I’m not 

gonna bring anybody around unless I know it’s something, somebody serious. Especially to 

Sergio’s family. 'Cos I didn't want to subject them to me dating somebody who’s not gonna 

be around.  

02.16.01 Do you know what I mean?  So. 

 

 JW :  That duality? 

 

02.16.07 TANYA :  It’s that duality. So, you know, I’m, I maintaining this relationship with Ray, but 

to me it just wasn’t you know, he had, he, he said that he didn’t think he was, he, he didn't 

think he was capable of, you know, falling in love again. He didn't know if he was capable of 

falling in love again. He didn't know if he want. He said he thinks he might want to get 

married, but he wasn’t sure, like there was this uncertainty on his part.  

02.16.31 You know, and I kind of said, well, I think I want that. I think I want that, and you know, 

that’s fine. We’d enjoy each other, you know. But options are open, you know, and that’s it.  

So.   

 

 JW :  Did you say that was you, in general? 
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02.16.50 TANYA :  In general. But that was me. See this is where men and women you know, 

communication is so (LAUGHS) is so.  Communication is, is a really big thing. But I guess 

everything worked out the way it was supposed to work out. 

 

 JW :  What is your philosophy? 

 

02.17.05 TANYA :  My whole philosophy is, you know, it’s double talk, really, right?  Because you 

know, I’m saying this, but I’m wanting him to say, you know, I’m, I’m trying to get, get it 

from him, does he, is he into me in that way?  Right?  So he’s double talking back to me, he’s 

not sure. So we have (LAUGHS) all this double talk going on, right? But I was like, you 

know, I, I envisioned myself with Ray. I said, I, I think this is a good guy, I think I could be 

with him.  

02.17.30 On one side, and then the other side I’m like no, you know what? He’s not outgoing like, like 

Sergio was, like he’s very different. And, and then it was kind of going back and forth. And, 

and then he’s telling me, well, he’s not ready to, you know, fall in love. So why am I gonna 

invest emotionally in that?  So we’ll enjoy each other, this is (?) my whole thinking. We’ll 

enjoy each other while we can.  While it’s there, and, and that’s it. But it came to a point 

where we were spending a lot of time together. You know what I mean? Like he, you know, 

by I would say by the beginning of this year, you know.  

02.18.07 Every time I would be in, in New York, you know, he, he’d, I mean, every time I’d come 

back from New York, we would spend maybe (?) five out of the seven nights together, you 

know? He was starting to have a drawer, drawer in my house, and then I was like, you know, 

we’re in, spending a lot of time together for (?) two people who you know, so I just kind of, I 

don't know, maybe it’s time to really open up the options again.  

0218.35 If we know we’re not gonna or you know, I mean, are we?  You know? Are we going 

somewhere, 'cos if not, then I need to know. So I can, you know, get out there, date again, 

and stuff like that. And he was like, he kind of wasn’t sure yet. You know, so. I was like all 

right. 
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 JW :  I just want to throw this into the mix, because it’s different for  men than women -are 

we having a life together? 

 

02.19.17 TANYA :  Yes, and that was it, too, because I just and then Debbie’s getting married and 

then uh, Izzie who became one of my really great friends down there, too, she had just moved 

away to be with her, her boyfriend.  

02.19.28 And it was just kind of like everybody was starting to couple up, you know?  And then it was 

like me realizing yeah, I deserve to be happy, I deserve to have another life again. You 

know?  And yeah, time is, time is of the essence, right? I’m turning 37. So all of these, all of 

these things, right? I want to be, you know, (?) and I always envisioned I was gonna be swept 

off of my feet, you know?  Somebody’s gonna fall madly in love with me, you know you’ve 

been through (?) still.  

02.20.01 In spite of everything, I still have this fairytale image in my head, right? (LAUGHS) 

Somebody uh, (?) the Knight in Shining Armor is gonna come and rescue me and say oh, my 

god, you’ve had, you’ve been through so much, you know?  Here I am to save the day. You 

know?  I’m head over heels in love with you. Let’s get married, let’s have babies, let’s live 

happily ever after, you know?  So I started to kind of buy into that again. I’m like this is what 

I want, you know?   

02.20.28 So this was kind of coming at a time when I was going to, I was, I’ve already planned my trip 

to Peru. And I, I planned a trip to Peru with uh, Karl, my friend, Karl. And it, what happened 

was I was supposed to, the tsunami happened. Here we go on another tangent. The (~JW~) 

tsunami happened, right?  And just watching it all was, you know, I mean, for everybody, it 

was just devastating, I mean, it was just, just devastating.  

02.20.59 And, and seeing the images of the people holding up the missing posters and (?) it just kind 

of brought it all back, you know, of like wow, I was there, and I was in that spot and you 

know, and the pain. And you know, so I felt like here I am, three and a half years later, you 

know, I understand what these people are feeling right now. And just like I had looked to 

other you know, widows and family members who lost people prior to 9-11 as sources of like 

ok, you can get through it, I figure ok, I could be that, too, you know?  

02.21.39 So (~JW~)  
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 JW :  Can you be more clear? 

 

02.21.44 TANYA :  One of the family groups said that they were organizing a trip to Sri Lanka, as a 

uh, like a mission of uh, compassion.  So I was like well, I think I could take part in that. You 

know, I think I can speak from my experience of what it was like to go through such a 

traumatic loss to these people who are in it right now.   

02.22.05 To say that there’s another side, you know, we’re here, we, we’re here to show you that you 

will get through it, you know?  That right now you, you, what you must be feeling is like it’s 

the end of the world, you know, 'cos we, we’ve all been there, basically. So I was like, you 

know, I think that’s what I want to do. I think I want to go with this family group to Sri 

Lanka, I want to volunteer, I want to you know, and I thought to be with the September 11th 

families was just a really great opportunity, also, for everybody to come together and for 

people to see you know, that, that you do live on.  

02.22.39 You know, in spite of such circumstance, right? So I was really kind of getting psyched up. 

I’m like wow, I’m gonna go to Indonesia. This was the, the no, Sri Lanka, sorry, Sri Lanka. 

I’m gonna go to Sri Lanka. This is you know, it’s gonna be a good thing. I mean, I was kind 

of bracing myself, you know, to (?) see the horror up front, and you know, I was just like, 

you know.  

02.23.00 And time was passing, you know, I was kind of like, well, is it gonna happen, is it gonna 

happen? And ultimately, the uh, Sri Lankan Board of Tourism uh, who were helping to 

organize the trip, they were saying that you know, we didn't need shots, we didn't need all of 

these things, so then they, they became the questions of well, how safe are we gonna be? 

They’re telling us we don't need shots, but you’re hearing reports of you know, outbreaks of 

malaria, or whatever, right?  

02.23.34 So the September 11th families decided to not do the trip. So now I had it in my head, well, I 

wanted to volunteer, you know, I’ve never done that before, and stuff like that, and I was 

sitting down with uh, my friend, Karl, and I was telling him about that falling through and he 

was like oh, I have time off, you know, and I was thinking about volunteering in, in South 

America.  I was like oh, he was like, yeah, I was thinking of maybe going to Machu Piccu, 

and I was like oh. I’ll go. It was just like that simple because I had read years ago the, the 

Celestine Prophecy, have you ever read that book? (~JW~)  
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02.24.09 But it’s all about coincidence, right, and it was like the perfect, you know, example of 

coincidence. You know, I’m talking about wanting to go to Peru (LAUGHS) to, to volunteer, 

he brings up Peru, and, just the way the planets were aligned and it was like oh, I want to do 

that, I want to do that. And we met on a Monday for lunch. By Friday, he found uh, Globe-

aware, which is a uh, a volunteer program. They have programs set up in different countries 

around the world. And what was great about it was you could volunteer for a week. You 

know, so we were thinking of time constraints and everything.   

02.24.39 So you know, we, we kind of like, by Friday we signed on. We’re like, all right, we’re gonna 

volunteer in their program, The Road Less Traveled, which is this little Andean village uh, 

San Pedro de la Casta.  And uh, for one week, and we’re gonna hike the Inca Trail, because 

while we’re in Peru you have to see Machu Piccu.   

02.24.58 So we were gonna hike the Inca Trail for four days, three nights, right? Now I’ve never been 

camping before.  You know? So and I’m not, I’m not the most physically fit person, 'cos I 

don’t work out, you know, I’m lazy, lazy lima bean. So I’m like you know, I’m (LAUGHS) 

reading like, you know, the hike and the altitude, altitude sickness. Oh, I’m like oh, I’m not 

gonna be able to do this. And I have to camp and all of this stuff, but I’m like, you know 

what? I’m gonna do it, I can do it, I can do it, you know?  So I signed on for this trip, right, to 

go.  

02.25.31 So we’re leaving uh, it was June 12th to the 27th. So now, just before this trip, I mean, I’m 

coming to a kind of turning point with Ray. We’re at the crossroads, you know, and I’m just 

kind of saying, you know, I, I need to think about things. I don't know if it’s time for me to 

open up my options again, and. You know. 

 

 JW :  You said that to him? 

 

02.25.50 TANYA :  Yes. And then he, he started saying well, you know, I think I might want to you 

know, uh, get married one day and have a family, you know, and then it was just kind of like, 

well, you know, I, I don’t know now, you know, because I just felt like time had passed and 

all of this stuff, and again.  I hadn’t been swept off of my feet, do you know what I mean? So 

between that conversation and uh, going to Peru, I had a trip to New York. And before I left 

to New York, Ray started to send me flowers.   
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02.26.30 So I got flowers like every day for, for six days in a row in Florida and before, before I left to 

New York it was, (?) I was gonna be in, was I in New York for my birthday? I can’t even 

remember. But my (?) it was around my birthday. And he said to me, oh, I wanted to give 

you something for your birthday, because you know, you gave me, I gave him some, he got a 

new motorcycle so I gave him some uh, cool shirts to go with the motorcycle.  

02.26.58 You gave me something really cool for my birthday and I want to give you something, too. 

So he gave me this beautiful uh, watch uh, it’s a Raymond Wilde watch, you know, and it 

was kind of like to keep him in mind, Ray, you know?  And I was like oh.  Look at him.  You 

know?  And now he’s like opening up in this way that I’ve never experienced before, you 

know, and.  And I go to New York, flowers, the whole, every day, the day that I was there, 

six days.  

02.27.31 So in 12 days of flowers every day, you know, and I was like oh.  You know, and, and then I 

go back and then I, I think I may, might have had a day before leaving for Peru. And he oh, 

no I was in Peru for my birthday, I was in Peru for my birthday, and he gave me a card uh, he 

told me to open on the day of my birthday. Which I was gonna be in Machu Piccu on my 

birthday, I think. Yeah, I was in Machu Piccu on my birthday.  

02.28.04 So you know, I had the, I had the card.  And I opened it up and he just said, you know, I hope 

that while you’re there, it was just beautiful, you know, that and you see these, this, this 

civilization that’s outlasted even the builder, you know, did he even imagine that this 

civilization would outlast his, his dream, you know?  That you, that I would consider 

building a future with him. You know, he just wrote this really, 'cos I even told him at one 

point, you know.  

02.28.34 I want (?) to inspire someone enough to write poetry for me, you know ,and he was like, 

well, I’m not like that, you know, 'cos (LAUGHS) I have this crazy image in my head. I’m so 

crazy. He goes uh, that’s not me. He said, but I could build you the house of your dreams, 

you know ,and I was like oh. And then he wrote this like really kind of poetic message to me. 

And I was like oh, Ray, you know? So you know, I was there, and, and uh, so he was always 

on my head, you know. 

02.29.03 And I was just kind of thinking about what do I do about Ray, what do I do about Ray?  And 

then while I was hiking the Inca trail, I had Sergio with me, you know, it was just like 

(LAUGHS) this shit’s fucking hard. I’m like I was struggling, I was the straggler of the 
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group, you know. I had not just one walking stick, I had two, and I was just going and I 

mean, it was such a physically grueling hike, 'cos we’re going over mountain passes, you 

know, I’m like I have no business.  

02.29.33 There was one point I’m going, I mean, it was breathtakingly beautiful. It was spectacular. I 

mean, the earth that I could ever, never imagine looking this beautiful, you know?  Llamas 

grazing in the field, and mountain peaks and just this absolute magnificent beauty and then 

the Inca ruins and all of this stuff. And the second day which was like, like the most 

challenging part of the trek, I’m going up these, it was like you know, it’s like barely, they’re 

not steps, they’re rocks kind of placed into a step formation.  

02.30.05 And I’m just going and I’m going and (?).  I rest every three steps and I’m going I can’t do 

this shit, this is fucked up, I can’t do it, I’m like Daddy, help me. Help me, Daddy, I can’t do 

this, I can’t go on, I can’t (LAUGHS) go on anymore. And they’re like (LAUGHS) you only 

got two more hours to go, and I’m like I can’t do it, I can’t do it. And uh, my whole group, 

they’re like an hour ahead of me. I’m in back and luckily, you know, the one of the (?) trek 

guides, he, he’s standing behind me, you know, he’s a couple of, couple of steps behind to 

make sure that I get through it.  

02.30.38 And I’m just saying, Daddy, you got to give me something, you got to, you got to show me 

something. I, I can’t do this shit, I can’t. I’m dying. I’m dying. Right?  Now, have you ever 

been to Machu Piccu?  These, the, the porters you hire, you know, it’s uh, the whole trek was 

organized that you kind of camp in tents.  And but you have porters that carry all the 

camping gear, the food and all of that.  

02.31.00 You know?  And then you, you’re just responsible for your pack. So I had, you know, a day 

pack that weighed about 20 pounds, like I had no business carrying anything, considering my 

physical stamina (LAUGHS) at that point. But I had 20, 25 pounds of, you know, my 

cameras, this and this and this on the back and whatever.  So the porters, these guys, I mean, 

they have plastic shoes.  Their, their calves, I mean, their running this trek, running the trek, 

with these fucking like hundred (?) pound packs on their backs.  

02.31.34 And I’m just like I’m so pathetic. I’m pathetic. I’m really pathetic, you know?  But I’m 

sitting there and I’m just saying, Daddy you got to help me, you got to give me something. 

And when I tell you a porter comes down from the mountain pass, wearing Boca Juniors 
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soccer jersey, we’re in Peru. These are Peruvian porters, and they’re wearing the same jersey, 

Argentinean soccer team.  

02.32.03 This guy is wearing the same jersey, Sergio’s favorite jersey.  You know?  And I was like ok.  

I could do this (LAUGHS).  I could do it, I could do it.  So like, he just kind of like pushed 

me, he pushed me, he pushed me. I didn't see any bunnies, even though I did get a little uh, 

statue of a bunny. But so he was with me on that, on that trek.  

02.32.28 And I was like oh, thank you, thank you, I could do this, I could do this. So once I, once I got 

to the sun gate, you know, and you just see, you look down and you see Machu Piccu, I 

mean, the, you see the mountain, you see the, the, the city. It was so breathtaking and you 

just kind of like wow, you know?  How awesome is this?  And then the thoughts again of like 

I would not have been able to do this. Do you know what I mean?  Like I would not have 

been able to do this had it not been for Sergio.  

02.32.57 And Sergio had always wanted to go to Machu Piccu, you know, so it was kind of like I did it 

for the both of us. And then after that, we, we went to (San Pedro de la Casta?) you know, 

and here is this village that’s like 4 hours in, in this you know, rickety old bus, van uh.  Up 

the Andes, you know, from Lima.  And this little village, uh, dusty, you know, very, very 

poor.  

02.33.32 Like (?) none of the houses have running water, and we stayed in a hotel that you know, they 

had bathrooms in there, no hot water. So it was like you know, this was like for me it was 

like wow, this is.  This is deep.  You know?  You (?) take a lot for granted in the States. This 

is really deep. There, there’s a little girl over there washing her hair in the street in the 

spicket, you know?   

02.34.01 There’s you know, this old, old lady, she’s just hunched over, and she’s got uh, the herbs, 

they, they collect herbs up there for uh, for sale. In, in uh, Lima. You know, it’s a very, very 

poor, poor village. Very poor, you know?  The donkeys like I never experienced anything 

like that, donkeys just kind of like laying in the street. No cars. You know, no, not even 

bicycles, everything was kind of like steps and rocks and just dirt.  

02.34.33 And uh, it was such a great experience to like be there, you know, we’re volunteering. It was 

myself, Karl and a mother, Jane, and her two boys uh, Brett and Rob.  They were teenagers, 

like 15- and 17-years old from oh, are they from Louisiana?   
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02.35.01 I have to, I have to anyway, sorry, ADD. I have to see how they’re doing, anyway. They all, 

they all went to volunteer, so it’s a five of us and our coordinator, Javier, and you know, 

basically what we did was we, we painted some of the houses. We uh, built these Lorene 

stoves out of clay uh, terra, it was, actually earth, donkey dung, which is nasty.   

02.35.30 And uh, water.  And you know, got in there with that, shoveling the donkey. I was like uh, 

look at this. I am in the middle of San Pedro (la Casta?) this little tiny village shoveling 

donkey shit (LAUGHS) you know, it was just kind of like, but then you realize that these 

stoves are being built because people, they (?) have a high infant mortality rate there because 

the carbon monoxide, they’re cooking in their homes without any ventilation, you know.  

02.36.02 So this Globe-aware decided to implement this project, and we, we were able to do two 

stoves. I didn't, I got in a little bit with building the stoves, but my thing was teaching the 

kids English in the school. So, and since I spoke Spanish, which was really, really I’m so 

glad that I, I do know the language, because I was able to, I think, get (?) to communicate 

with the kids and the, and the people of the town.  

02.36.27 I thought was really you know, great uh, that uh, it was made the experience that much more, 

you know, fulfilling. And (~JW~)  

 

 JW :  You would be really good at teaching? 

 

02.36.41 TANYA :  Yeah. I, I had the kids. I think, I think, I never taught before, do you know what I 

mean? But I, I guess I have a pretty good rapport with the kids, and I think because I knew 

the language.  And I also know how to kind of like you know, dig a little. 'Cos the kids are 

very shy, for the most part.  

02.37.01 Some of the kids are very shy. And basically, you know, they didn't have a real format of 

how we were supposed to teach them. But we decided that the best things would be to just 

kind of teach them how to pronounce things, because basic conversation, hi, how are you, 

you know, I am fine.  Uh, where are you from?  What (San Pedro de la Casta?) wants to do is 

they want to encourage tourism to that village, because they’re close to this other site, 

(Marcowasi?), which is another old Inca uh, ruins, an old Inca city, civilization.  

02.37.35 And they’re the last stop before going to Marcowasi. I mean, this, this is supposed to be one 

of the most spiritually energetic places on the Earth, next to Machu Piccu and, and uh, 
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somewhere in New Mexico, I can’t remember the name in New Mexico. But anyway, 

unbelievable, Marcowasi, but so they have a museum that the kids kind of give you a little 

tour of, you know, but there’s not many tourists going in there.  

02.38.01 And mummies, they have mummies, but they’re not even protected. Like the kids are 

touching the bones (LAUGHS) they’re like this is the hand of (LAUGHS). You know, like 

the, I have to uh, you’ll see uh, footage, I, I took some footage of them. But I did have a good 

time with the kids. And I found that to bring them in, the easiest thing to do was just to get 

my digital camera, take pictures and show them themselves, because they don’t see that.   

02.38.32 And then I had, at one point I have like all these kids on me, let me see, you know, in 

Spanish. You know, and it was just. They were saying hi, by the end of the trip, I would see 

the kids in the street, hi, how are you?  They, you know, (?) was really something it just I felt 

I felt really good, you know, I know that they had a good time when we were in the class. 

And, and uh, yeah, and I (?) it was really a (?) great experience, and I would recommend it to 

anybody, you know?   

02.39.00 And if there is a language barrier, the, the easiest thing to do is bring electronics and you 

know, you know, the, they can relate.  Uh.  But I was really, one of the things that we did uh, 

one of the things was, you know, we had three questions every day as part of the program. 

And, and uh, that we needed to kind of investigate, so one of the questions was to ask the 

kids if money were no object, what would they want most for their family?   

02.39.31 So I mean, I was able to communicate you know, with everybody, so, so I asked a few kids, 

and when you realize that what they want most is a bathroom.  A proper house.  You know, it 

has nothing to do with PlayStation or, you know, or a bicycle or you know, they just want 

running water.  

02.39.56 They want these things that are so available to us here. That’s not even a, it’s not even a 

second thought. Then you just realize, wow, you know, we’re so fortunate here. We are so 

fortunate here.  And I hope, you know, that they, they definitely get to the point that they can 

get that, that uh, tourism that they need up there in order to build the village up, you know? 

But there were some kids that, you know, I won’t forget. They were just so, they were so cute 

and they, you know, they would be sit down practice English.  

02.40.32 They were very, very sweet. But they also were very kind of shy at first, shy and standoffish. 

Like they didn't smile a lot, you know, it was kind of, you had to kind of break through a 
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little bit, and I think I was able to accomplish that in a week, and, and I you know, there’s a 

part of me that’s like wow. You know, I wish I could dedicate so much more time there, you 

know, but I, there’s that other part, I’m so far away from home, you know, and uh, but I 

would like to volunteer again.  

02.41.03 I think it’s something a volunteer vacation is like you know, to do a week here and there, uh, 

you know, every year, a week would be I think a good way to kind of contribute, you know? 

And uh, also get it uh, a real view on what’s going on outside of my little world, you know? 

So yeah, that was great. And now, now with uh, Katrina, there’s that oh, it’s just devastating.  

02.41.32 And I was talking to uh, Delia about it and, and I said, you know, you never each, you never, 

I never thought I could reach a point where I could say I’m so fortunate, you know? Like 

really say that. I’m so fortunate.  And, and now you do. It’s like not only you know, yes, I 

lost Sergio.  You know?  And that was devastating. But I didn't lose my home.  

02.41.58 I didn't lose all of the memories that I have of him, you know, the photographs or anything 

like that. You know, so. I’m, I think, I’m gonna see if I can volunteer with Katrina at some 

point. I don't know if it’s right now, but I’d like to. 'Cos I know it’s gonna be an ongoing 

thing. So anyway.  Back to coming back from Peru. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  I have an opportunity to go to a place called the Aspen Institute, thinking on the big 

picture. When you stop talking it’s very special.  I’ve had realizations in that time. Did you 

have moments of discovery during your hike? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.46.35 TANYA :  I, what I, what I really. Well, first of all, I was actually glad that I was the 

straggler of the group, because I did get to be alone for a lot of that trek, to really take it in do 

you know what I mean? Which I just kind of, my, my things were like I was imagining the 

Incas, do you know what I mean?   

02.46.58 I was imaging wow, all the people that have walked this trek, what their history must have 

been like, you know, what their stories were like, you know, I mean, like even going into one 
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part of the trek, there was a woman carrying her baby, you know, they carry it in on in the 

wrap on her back. I mean, this was hard. A hard trek.  And I was just thinking, wow.  

02.47.29 You know, you really one of the things was you just don't know how many stories like 

people have, you know, like what’s her back story like? What, you know, that she’s going up 

this mountain in the middle of like really and we’re on top of the world here. We’re so high 

up and how did she get here, and you know? So I think.  I just kind of brought me closer to 

definitely brought me closer to nature, for sure.  

02.48.01 I mean, how could it not, right? And really to see that everyone has their little space. Their 

little story. Their little part here.  You know? You may not be directly affected by it uh, by 

this person, but you know, you might. You know, in some way, I, I just felt very, I think I felt 

connected. I felt connected to Sergio for sure.  

02.48.30 You know, I felt connected to the Earth. I felt connected to history. Uh, because I was 

imagining what that civilization was like.  You know?  I felt also (?) I did consider my future. 

I was saying, you know, I think I’m at a point where it doesn’t matter who I’m with, do you 

know what I mean?  Like I’m ready to fall in love, and it’s not gonna be, you know, I can’t 

worry about what other people are gonna think of the person, do you know what I mean?   

02.49.01 Like, I’m ready. I can, if, if I’m in love with somebody, that’s it, you know?  And I think a 

lot of my, my pursuit for somebody that was like Sergio was also (?) worrying about, you 

know, what people would think if it wasn’t someone like Sergio, you know? So including 

myself.  You know?   

 

 JW :  Who are those people? 

 

02.49.28 TANYA :  Mostly Sergio’s family.  And his friends. Do you know what I mean? It’s kind of 

like how do you merge the two lives? Because there’d come a point where you’d have to, 

right, or try to.  So you know, that was just kind of like I, yeah I’m ready and then you know, 

I was thinking about Ray and I just kind of was like let’s see where, what happens, you 

know?   

02.49.57 And uh, but I did. I did uh, I took a lot from that trip. I just uh, and I, I’ve been meaning to 

write about it, you know? I just felt uh, also very connected in the moment there.  Which is 
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so, you know, when you’re (?) like you got to get to that next step without falling down. I fell 

(LAUGHS) I fell down (?) the mountain. You know, you got to get to that next step.  

02.50.29 You can’t help but just be in the moment, and that’s why I think hiking is really great, too, 

'cos it really makes you connect to just being here you know?  Uh.  That’s what, that was 

lovely. That was really lovely. It was a magnificent trip, and I do like hiking. I would do it 

again, for sure.  You know? I might condition myself a little more beforehand. But, but 

knowing that I accomplished that, when people had been taken out, you know? People (?) 

some people couldn’t make, finish the trip, and I, and I was able to. I was like, wow.   

02.51.03 I felt really, really good.  So.  Yeah, that, I think my moments were mostly of just like how, 

there’s still so much beauty in this world, you know? There really is. Like I was just looking 

around and just taking it all in, and like it’s so beautiful. It’s so majestic. It’s so, the air’s so 

clean it’s so, you know?  You could breathe, right?   

02.51.31 And uh, it’s nice to be able to retreat that way, and then it’s like and what a gift. And Sergio 

gave me that gift, you know? He really did. He gave me such a gift with that, so.   

 

 JW :  Why do you say that? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.51.57 END OF TAPE #  TV31 

 

TAPE # TV32  
Tanya Villanueva 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
03.01.00 PICTURE UP 

 
 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.01.22 TANYA :  Sergio, well, Sergio gave me a gift and uh, and that I have a certain level of, of 

financial security.  So that I can steal away when I need to steal away, you know? But in that, 
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I also know that responsibility of it, do you know what I mean? It’s like I don't want to hoard 

you know, I want to be able to give back. So that’s also why, you know, the volunteering is 

important and making sure that you know, I’m there to, to donate, you know, so that’s, that’s 

when, when I  talk about Sergio giving me a gift.  

03.02.06 Besides, the strength just kind of you know, he just gave me, he just left me in a, in a way 

that I don't have to worry, can I take this trip? You know, I,  have this bill to pay. I don't have 

to worry about that. So that’s where I say he gave me a gift, you know?   

 

 JW :  I thought you were going in a different direction? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.02.46 TANYA :  (MID-STATEMENT) That for sure. But, but there is that other thing, is like you 

know, synchronistical-ly speaking, that’s part of it, do you know what I mean? It’s like you 

can line up to for me to meet Karl on this particular day so that we can go on this trip, but 

then you also got to worry about the logistics of it all.  

03.03.04 It’s like do, well, can you even afford that, you know? And there, I have the gift, the 

additional gift of Sergio. You know, uh (?) leaving me with some financial security so that I 

can, you know, and you know, I’m so grateful for that. And another thing that I just 

remembered that I wanted to share with you, too, is that uh.  

03.03.32 Prior to my trip to, to Machu Piccu, I think it might have been in March, Elaine, my  

 channel-er, you know, my psychic the one who connected me to Sergio. She was doing uh, 

she uh, joined together with this uh, oh, my god, I can’t believe I’m forgetting his name right 

now. Totally spacing out, Arthur. Elaine, Arthur and uh, Denise. 

03.04.02  They are spiritual astrologers, psychic, channelers in Florida, and they started to do this 

healing circle uh, on Tuesdays at this little place in Miami. And so I went with my mom and 

Sergio’s mom to one of them. And you know, they were there to give messages if there were 

any to be given, basically.  

03.04.30 And I think I spoke about a healing circle in my last interview, where Elaine brought Sergio 

to me, and my question had been, do I celebrate, do I continue to celebrate our anniversary, 
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right?  And Sergio, and I hadn’t even verbalized that question. It was just 'cos my wedding 

anniversary was going to be the following day.  

03.04.55 And when she brought Sergio in, Sergio just clearly said, this is gonna be the last anniversary 

that you have to celebrate, because I’m gonna send you somebody.  New.  I’m gonna send 

you somebody. To celebrate different anniversaries with. So that was like, that was last year, 

that was the day before, so that was uh, July uh, 30th, right, 'cos August 1st would have been 

our wedding day (?) July 31st, whatever, whatever the case may be. So that was my message 

last year.   

03.05.29 This year, prior to (?) in March, they did another healing circle, I go there with Delia and I go 

there with uh, my mom.  And Denise wrote a message for me from Sergio.  So I wanted to, to 

just read it.  And I guess this is what was going on at the time. (CLEARS THROAT) Love 

yourself the way he loves you. He came into be a mirror of your worth.   

03.05.58 He feels you are forgetting your beauty. That is what he is to you. He chose you because of 

your inner greatness. Remember anyone can be pretty. You’re beautiful because it is your 

soul. Stop doubting, be ready for love to come again.  So I think I had gotten to a point was 

like well, you know, I’m getting older. All of these things, you know, worrying about am I 

you know, appealing anymore?  You know? So this message came to me like (?) he’s telling 

me just shut up already, you know?  

03.06.32 It’s gonna come. Be patient, you know?  And I got back from Peru on uh, (~JW~)  

 

 JW :  And you’re beautiful. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.06.50 TANYA :  And that he chose me not because of the outside, but because of the inside, which 

I was starting to forget, I think, you know?  And uh, you know?  And I got back from Peru.   

 

 JW :  What were you just thinking? 

 

03.07.08 TANYA :  Uh, what was I just thinking?  (PAUSE)  He was so good.  Yeah, he, even if he 

busted my balls about (LAUGHS) you know, like I’m getting soft in the middle or whatever.  
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03.07.32 Like he never, ever made me feel like he didn't love me to the end, you know? And uh, yeah.  

He really did it. I never doubted that with him, which was, which was great, you know?  And 

uh, yeah.  And I (?) didn't know if I could ever find that again, either, you know what I 

mean? Like who could love me like that kind of deal?   

03.08.03 And uh, I got back from Peru, and I arrived on the 28th, 27th, 28th because we came in, yeah.  

And Ray picked me up from the airport. And, and you know, we, we went home and did 

whatever, and we spent the night together. 

03.08.33 And the following morning, the 29th, was (?) the 27th, well, it doesn’t matter. It as a couple of 

days before what would have been mine and Sergio’s anniversary when we got engaged. It 

was June 30th.  And you know, I kind of woke up the next morning and we’re still kind of 

you know laying in bed, and Ray put a ring on my finger.   

03.09.03 And I didn't have this ring on, which I’ve continued to wear, you know?  But I left it at home 

because of the trip to Peru. I didn’t want to lose it.  And Ray put a ring on my finger.  And I 

was just kind of like. (PAUSE)  And he said, I got you something.  And I was just kind of 

like I know. (LAUGHS)  

03.09.36 And he goes, well, do you want to see it?  And I was like, ok.  (LAUGHS) And then I looked 

at it and uh, I mean, it’s beautiful, you know?  And he told me that he loved me, and I 

freaked out. (LAUGHS) I basically I freaked out.    

03.10.06 I was just kind of like uh.  And what came out of my mouth was, I miss my other ring, like I 

just was freaked out. I was so freaked out, I was like uh, I miss my other ring. And he said, 

well, go, put it on.  He said, I would never take that away from you.  

03.10.28 And one of the reasons why I love you so much is how devoted you’ve been to Sergio. And I 

feel like Sergio gave me a gift with you.  And I was like, whew.  And I was like well, you 

know, this is like, this is happening so fast, you know, this is just happening really fast, and 

(?) I just don't know and, and I’m freaking out. I was telling him, I’m freaking out you know, 

I just don't know I mean, and you know, I have this whole other life.  

03.11.00 I mean, he’s never been to New York with me, like uh, all of these things. I you’d have to 

meet Delia and (?) I said, I just, I just don't know, I just don't know, and he’s like listen. Take 

your time. I’m here. You know?  I’m not going anywhere. And. Uh, he, it was exactly what I 

needed to hear, do you know what I mean?  It was like I need to (?) digest this for a second. 

You know, I need to not and.  
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03.11.35 When I look at the ring, and he chose this ring, being so mindful of this ring, you know?  

Like he’s loving me with everything, you know, and it, I don't think that’s, I mean, that can’t 

be easy for, for (LAUGHS) a lot of guys, you know what I mean?  

03.11.58 It’s like he’s loving me for me, for all of my experience, for all of my, all of the trauma, all of 

the (?) the post of it, like he’s seen me through. He’s seen me going to New York. I mean, 

he’s been separate from it, but he knows, he’s somebody that I’ve been able to talk to about 

how difficult it is. Like oh, I got home and I got a call, they found a flashlight, and like he’s 

somebody that I’ve turned to, 'cos he has been a great friend to me all of this time, you know, 

and, and a partner, which I wasn’t even really realizing he was a partner.  

03.12.30 Because I just kind of had to keep it, kept him in this little you know, box that you know, and 

uh, and then I just said, oh. You know.  I just thought about it, and, and you know, I called 

Jenny and I was like he gave me a ring, and she’s like well, are you wearing it?  I go yes, she 

goes, well you’re engaged. And I’m like. No I’m not. And she goes, yeah, if you’re wearing 

his ring, you’re engaged. And I’m, and then I call him up and I’m like Jenny says we’re 

engaged, and he goes.   

03.13.02 Well?  (LAUGHS)  I’d like for us to be engaged, but if you need time, you can take it as like 

we’re engaged to be engaged. And I was like, god I love this man. He’s so good. He’s so 

good. And then I just went over like the, the two years that I’ve known him and I’m like he’s 

awesome.  You know, he’s solid.  

03.13.30 He’s you know, he’s so easy to get along with. He makes me laugh. And now, he’s showing 

me this whole side that, you know, that I want. He swept me off of my feet. He’s sweeping 

me off of my feet. And you know what? I’m ready to fall in love, and who better? He’s so 

good, you know, he’s so good.  And then I was just kind of like, well, I have to, I have to tell 

Marisol and I have to tell Steven and I, I have to tell Delia, and he’s like take your time.  

03.14.00 Don't rush. You don’t have to, you know, I know how, I know how hard it is for you. Like 

he’s so understanding. And my mom, he asked (?) my mom for her blessing, you know, and 

she was thrilled, and she’s like whatever makes my daughter happy, you know, and I would 

welcome you into this family, of course, you know?  And, and now it’s kind of like we’ve 

discovered each other in a whole new way.  
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03.14.30 Like, you know. I, I could say like I’m in love again. And it’s like, wow.  I’m in love and I’m 

(?) gonna have a life with somebody, you know? And so then it was kind of like July 4th was 

coming up, was Sergio’s birthday you know. 

03.14.57 And, and Delia was coming to, to town and uh, I was like I can’t you know, I have to, I’m 

not gonna tell Delia. I want to talk to Marisol and Stephen first, you know?  And all of the 

girls, 'cos they had met Ray, you know, all my friends, they were really thrilled. And uh, that 

was my whole thing this year was like afterwards there’s just like the challenge of how do I 

navigate this now? How do I do this now? This it, you know, I am making a decision.  I’m 

gonna, I’m surrendering, you know?  

03.15.31 I’m, I’m surrendering to the possibility that I can have a life again and be happy, and I 

deserve this, you know, and he deserves it, you know? He’s so good. And, and you know, 

and so and I had mentioned Ray to Marisol and Steven. Yeah, I’m dating this guy, Ray, you 

know? I don’t know where it’s going, you know, 'cos I was, and I wasn’t sure, you know?  

But it’s hard. And, Marisol was always like, you know, don't worry, you’ll find somebody.  

03.16.00 She was always very supportive. And Steven actually Steven didn't know I was dating.  He 

didn't know I was dating, 'cos he was the one person I didn't tell. I told Marisol and, and 

Delia like after the year, you know. That I wanted to date again, and Steven wasn’t around. 

And he just kind of like, I didn’t know if Marisol was gonna tell him and so it just kind of 

like was never brought up.   

03.16.28 And uh, Steven found out Thanksgiving last year, and that was so hard, that was so hard, 

because the way he found out was, you know, I had gone to New York and (?) we, we got 

together at Steven’s house for Thanksgiving, and, and I, we had brought Guinness, my 

mom’s puppy home. And Fitz, who was Sergio’s best friend, knew that I was dating again, 

and he thought that Guinness was the guy I was dating, and so now. You know, we’re having 

(?) you know, hanging out, (?) you know, having thanksgiving wine with, with Steven.  

03.17.06 And Fitz’s like so when are you gonna bring uh, Guinness around, when are we all gonna 

meet him? When are we gonna meet your man?  And it was just that moment of like Steven 

doesn’t know I’m dating, like it’s three, over three years later. You know, and it was like I 

didn’t want it to come out that way. I didn't want him to find out like that. You know, I just 

had been very.   
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03.17.30 And all I could do is cry. I just started crying.  And I spoke, you know, I wound up having a 

conversation with Steven that night, everybody had gone home and I’d telling him you know, 

I’m so sorry that he had to find out that way.  I just didn't know when the right time was to 

tell him, and you know, and uh, he said, well, I, I knew it’s time for you. I mean, like al this 

time I had this in my head that, you know, I don't want to hurt them. Do you know what I 

mean?   

03.17.59 Like I just, don't want to hurt them by dating. I don't want to hurt them by (~JW~) yeah. That 

was like that, that’s been my biggest thing, you know, I just don’t want to hurt them. And uh. 

You know, he was so, he said to me, you know, I would never wish loneliness on you.  You 

know?  And, and one day I hope that our kids will be able to play together and all that.  

03.18.29 And it was just very emotional. You know, that he was that way, you know? And like the 

whole time I had all this anxiety about what’s it gonna be like, you know, for, 'cos it, I just 

can’t (?) I just couldn’t imagine like (?) having to cross that point.  So we got that out of the 

way, he knew I had already started dating, by this point, which was three years later, and I 

felt so bad that he found out like that. But.  (PAUSE)  

03.19.01  So. Now I have a ring on my finger, it’s like oh, shit, it’s like a major fast forward, but you 

know.  I need to tell them because it’s time. It’s time, I have to tell them, and, and uh, I 

decided to tell Marisol first, you know, 'cos she’s just, she’s always been very. She’s just, to 

me, been the most uh, open about it, you know?   

03.19.28 And uh.  And I know it’s hard for her, but I know she wants me, she wants me to uh, move 

forward, you know? So. 

 

 JW :  You don't get over it, of course? 

 

 TANYA :  No, you don't. 

 

 JW :  She seems to be centered about this situation? 

 

03.19.57 TANYA :  She’s very wise, and you know, I think also just because she’s a woman we’re (?) 

similar ages. She has a husband and she has children. She knows what it’s like to be  woman 

at this age, in this time, do you know what I mean?  Whereas, Delia, I think you know, it’s a 
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culture thing, too, you know, she comes from a different generation, and it’s not that Delia’s 

never expressed to me, you know, that she knows that eventually I’m going to, you know,  

03.20.30 But I’ve always known that it was just gonna be very, very difficult for her, you know?  I 

mean, how can it not be. I knew it was gonna be another loss to her. And so I just been trying 

to manage it in a way that as difficult (?) that it was gonna be, to do it, it’s like the, the 

gentlest way.  You know what I mean? So that was why I made the conscious decision to not 

even bother bringing anybody around, you know, unless it was somebody that I was serious 

with, you know?  

03.21.04 And, so this was serious.  This is it (LAUGHS) you can’t get more serious than this, right? 

And uh, I, you know, I kind of, it’s like how am I gonna do this?  You know, it’s, I took 

Marisol out to dinner and I basically just told her, you know. I, I rewound and I told her that 

Ray and I had been at a crossroads, and, and I was, you know, he just kind of started to 

sweep me off of my feet, you know.  

03.21.40 And he showered me with flowers for you know, days, and he gave me you know, my watch 

and he told me he loved me. And all of these things, and, and uh, and then I got back from 

Machu Piccu and he gave me this, and I showed her the ring, you know?  And she was like, 

my god.  

03.22.04 You know, she and then I told her, you know, exactly what he said, I told her, I told her I, I 

flipped out. I told her, you know, he, he said that he, he (?) one of the reasons why he loved 

me was how devoted I’ve been to Sergio.  You know, and that he would never stop me from 

honoring him, you know? And uh, and she, she’s like and that he chose this ring being so 

mindful of this one.  

03.22.29 And she goes, I love him just because of the ring, like (LAUGHS) just because he was that 

mindful, you know? She was, I want to meet him. Call him up, and it was just like whew. So 

I had like one third of the weight off of my shoulders, you know? Like ok, she’s embracing 

it, she’s Ok with it, she’s Ok, I’m not killing her with this, you know? And then the, the, the 

question was, you know, well (~JW~)  

 

 JW :  Could you mention the relationship to Sergio by name through his family? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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03.23.13 TANYA :  Uh, well.  Here we go. So one of the things that she said was, so what’s his family 

like, you know?  Says uh, does he have brothers and sisters, and you know.  

03.23.34 And I said, well, I’ve met his mom, you know, she’s very, very nice, and actually she’s 

(STUTTER) was diagnosed with uh, breast cancer, and she’s kind of in her last uh, 

treatments, so uh, hopefully this past radiation’s gonna work out, but besides that. Uh, Ray’s 

mom is, she’s lovely. She’s really nice, and I know he, he has you know, two sisters and a 

brother that I haven’t met yet.  And she goes, so.  

03.23.59  Does this mean I’m still gonna be your sister-in-law, you know, and she started crying and I 

started crying, and I said of course, 'cos you know, no one’s ever gonna take that away. I said 

you know, that’s, you’re always gonna be my family, you know? I, I would hate for that to, 

to stop, you know?  Of course, you know? And uh, then the same thing, when I told Steven.   

03.24.29 I took him out to dinner the next night. I kind of like (LAUGHS) it was Marisol said, you 

know, she would help me tell her mom. She said not to tell her until after 'cos Delia’s 

birthday is uh, July 12th. So she’s like let’s get past the birthdays, you know, Sergio’s 

birthday and Delia’s birthday and then if you want, I’ll even be there for you. And in the 

meantime, I can kind of start prepping her. You know, I always tell her, I can’t wait for you 

to meet someone so, so you could have babies and, and our kids can play together.  

03.24.59 I always tell her that, you know. I said you do? Like I didn’t know that.  You know? She 

goes, yeah.  You know? And I was like surprised, 'cos I guess in my mind I just felt I guess 

it’s my own (?) thing of like am I doing something wrong to the family, you know what I 

mean? And she’s like you’re not doing anything wrong.  You’ve honored my brother, you 

know? You’ve done so much for my brother. And uh.  You know.   

03.25.32 That meant a lot, it just meant a lot that she was right there for me. And so when I told 

Steven (~JW~)  

 

 JW :  How  must of a relief was that? 

 

03.25.48 TANYA :  Yeah, it was, it was a huge relief. I mean, I couldn’t, I was, it was definitely like 

holding me back. Like I just couldn’t the pain, my imagining the pain of what it was gonna 

cause everybody (?) it cause (?) I guess it was because it was causing myself pain.   
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03.26.08 You know?  Like to say (PAUSE).  It’s time now. It’s time to let that part go. You know, it’s 

not, that’s such, there’s so much pain in those words to let go.   

03.26.36 And it’s been trying (?) it’s just trying to, to let go without letting go. Do you know what I 

mean?  Like it’s (?) so challenging, you know, but I know that I’ve done, I’ve done it in a 

really good way. You know, I carry (PAUSE)  Sergio with me.  

03.26.58 And uh, even to the point where (STOPS) When we were at the crossroads and (?) knowing 

(?) mention this. When I told Ray, you know, I didn't know where we were going now, you 

know, that maybe it was time to open up our options again, he called me up, this was, he 

called me up and he said you’re never gonna guess what it just saw in the middle of the 

street.   

03.27.32 And I go what?  And he goes what’s your favorite animal?  And I’ve had Guinness on my 

mind, my mom’s puppy, the Maltese Yorkie. I’m like a puppy? And he goes, no, a bunny.  I 

said oh, you saw a bunny? He said, yeah there’s a bunny right here in the middle of the road. 

And I’m like oh. Well, Sergio’s around.  

03.27.58 Like to that degree where Ray, you know, like will call me because he sees a bunny sign, and 

he’ll say, well, I have an angel, too.  It’s like oh. He’s so good. Like we both carry Sergio. 

Like to find somebody (?) that carries Sergio (LAUGHS) do you know what I mean?  It’s 

like, so, but to let go of the, to also let go of that person that I became after 9-11, you know, 

to let go of my widowhood, that’s another transition, it’s another change. 

03.28.35 To let go of that identity, there’s pain in that. 'Cos that was somebody that I had grown so 

accustomed to being, you know what I mean? And uh, every once in awhile I’ll find myself 

like throwing it out there to shock people. It’s so weird. I’m so weird.  It’s not to shock 

people. It’s more like I’ll throw it out there and that I’m shocked that I did that, and I can tell 

that the people are (LAUGHS) shocked.  

03.29.02 You know what I mean?  It’s just kind of like, well, that was kind of weird. I’m crazy. So I 

think there still a certain uh, there’s I don't know how long that’s gonna be, if that’s gonna be 

an ongoing attachment for the rest of my life. But there is that little part of it that that was 

somebody who I grew accustomed to being for long, and it’s how do I be this whole other 

person now?  But then it’s kind of like, you just have to realize well, that’s part of you, you 

don't have to be a whole other person. It’s part of who I was.   
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03.29.28 You know? But it’s just that integrating everything is, is painful. If that, if that’s the right 

word. It’s painful. It’s just difficult. It’s uncomfortable. It’s challenging. It’s you know.  So 

when I told Steven, when I told Sergio’s brother, the following night, he was shocked.  You 

know?  I mean, Marisol was shocked, too, but I think she kind of knew it was coming, and 

Steven was shocked.   

03.30.03 And uh, but he was like, you know, he only wants me to be happy. You know?  And, and he 

asked the same question.  So (?) you’re not my sister-in-law anymore?  You know, like, like 

that, that’s where the (?) pain of everything is, I think. That that’s the fear of that loss.  

03.30.28 And I’m like, no. Of course I’m your sister-in-law, you know, you’re always gonna be my 

brother-in-law. It’s gonna be like crazy, you know, Brady bunch kind of thing, you know, 

where it’s uh, you just kind of but, you know, we’ll get through this, we, we’ll you know, it’ll 

all work itself out. It’s gonna be weird, and difficult, and you know, but no. Absolutely (?) 

I’m always gonna be your sister-in-law, you know?  I’m your sister-in-law. You’re my 

brother-in-law. I don't never want to lose you guys, you know? That’s one of the reasons why 

I’ve been so protective, do you know what I mean?   

03.31.01 I don't, I just don't, I would never want to lose you guys. And (?) I realized also that as much 

as you know, Delia tells me that I’m the closest thing that she has to Sergio, right?  They’re 

the closest thing that I have to Sergio, too.  So for me, I realize that, and like in that whole 

week, 'cos like for me to lose them is to lose Sergio. And I can’t lose Sergio. Do you know 

what I mean?  

03.31.30 It was just kind of like. So he was like, you know, he was shocked. I think, you know, and (?) 

I can understand his shock, because for him, everything was really sudden. Even though in 

the grand scheme of things it’s been almost 4 years.  But I did such a good job of protecting 

the bubble, do you know what I mean? That the news came very rapidly.  

03.31.59 So but (?) I mean, it is what it is. That’s how it had to go down. And then uh, then.  When I 

had to tell Delia, (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.32.24 END OF TAPE #  32 
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TAPE # TV33 
Tanya Villanueva 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
03.32.26 PICTURE UP 

 
 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.32.36 TANYA :  So.  I had a conversation with uh, Delia when I had, after I had the dream, when 

Sergio told me I deserved to be happy.  And uh, I was with my mom and Delia, we went out 

to lunch in, in Florida.  

03.32.56 And uh, I was just kind of trying to ease into like the idea of me starting to date, you know, 

even though she knew I had been date, I never talked to her about it this whole time. I just 

didn't want to, didn't want to do it, you know, I just have kind of avoided the subject. And 

you know, my, my other uh, (?) some of my other friends, some of the other girls from 

group, you know, they’re living with their boyfriends, uh, one is getting married.  

04.01.02 She’s having a baby. And you know, so I was kind of steering the conversation in that way so 

that she could see that other people have started to go in that direction, and that I was ready 

also. And I could still, I could tell it was painful for her to have that, for me to tell her those 

things, you know? So but she so, she’s still good.  

04.01.29 She’s so you know, she said you deserve to be happy, and I told her, I’m just worried about 

you. And she goes, you don't have to worry about me, you know? I just want you to be 

happy, you know?  So that’s how we had left like the last conversation. So I had like this 

kind of a month or so between that conversation and me telling her now, because that 

happened in between uh, that Ray gave me a ring.  And oh.   

04.02.00 I came home to New York, it was, I think it was he trip before last. And we went out to 

lunch. And it, it, I just kind of you know, we made, we just talked and then I just said ok, this 

is it, it’s now or never in my head, you know?  And uh, I just said I, I have something to tell 

you.   

04.02.27 And her tears started to come down and I just, and I said, you know, I, I just kind of (?) 

reiterated the whole story, and then I brought out the ring, and I told her that I accepted it. 
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you know? And, and we cried and you know, and she said that she knows that, she knew that 

this day was coming. You know, and uh, she’s just been having a hard time besides it. You 

know, because of the birthdays and the anniversary coming up and, and of course she wants 

me to be happy, but she doesn’t.  

04.03.01 She just feels like it’s all happening so fast, you know, which I’m sure it is, you know, it’s 

you know, I don't even, I’ve never even met this guy and you’re showing me a ring and then 

I’m trying to explain to her, well, the reason why I didn't bring him to you is 'cos I didn't 

know it was serious, and I didn't want, I wanted to spare you that, and you know, I just, I 

don't know how to, to do this in the way that’s you know, easiest on you, 'cos I know it’s 

difficult.  

04.03.27 I know, you know, and I, and I don't want you think that because I’m gonna start a new life 

with someone that you know, that I’m not gonna be in your life anymore. I want you to still 

be a part of my life, you know? And, and uh, it’s just, you know, ultimately, you know, I 

mean, we both cried.  It was, how can we not, you know? It’s just and uh. She said she’s not 

ready to meet him, and I understand, you know?  

04.04.00 And she said (?) he just better be a good guy, because I’ll protect you like you’re my own, 

you know? So I think her, her concerns are that he’s good to me, and of course, you know?  

Uh. And I do understand, (?) I mean, you know, I try and put myself in her shoes, and I think 

that’s, it’s really hard to image you know, what that must be like.  

04.04.30 'Cos I don't have children of my own, but just knowing how close she (?) was to her kids, and 

(?) how close she was to Sergio and how this is representing a whole other loss to her, you 

know, I just.  I know she’ll come around eventually, you know, but I don't want to force it on 

her. And, and I, I’m, I know not to also take it you know, personally because, you know, it’s 

her way.  

04.04.58 She needs to cope, she needs to go through it, so I’ve been trying to, and she’s been going to, 

to she still goes to therapy. And, and stuff like that, you know? 

 

 JW :  How did you feel when she said she’s not ready to meet him? 

 

04.05.10 TANYA :  I didn't expect her to be. It just was like, uh, that was a given to me, you know? I, 

it was a given that she wasn’t gonna be ready to meet him. And it’s almost a given that she 
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won’t be at my wedding, you know? It’s just, and there’s also a part of me that I know I’ll 

have to work through it, but I almost want to just elope. Because I don’t (LAUGHS) do you 

know what I mean, so I don't have to deal with, with that.   

04.05.39 With those possibilities, you know? Like (?) on one hand it’s like yeah, this is gonna be a 

great day and everything, but on the other hand, it’s like it’s weighted with, you know, this 

day is (?) it’s got to be about me and Ray you know, and I don't want to bring the sadness of 

Sergio not being there.   

04.06.05 You know? Into it. and I don't know how, I don't know how I’m gonna navigate that, you 

know what I mean?  It’s just, it’s just a.  I’m almost deadlocked on that, you know?  So.   

 

 JW :  What are your fears? 

 

04.06.29 TANYA :  My fears?  I have the craziest fears. Uh, my fears are uh, that that (?) for having 

the wedding?  Or, yeah my fears are that it, it won’t be like this, you know, this (?) it’s going 

to be you know, I want it to be a day about me and Ray starting a whole new life together.  

04.07.01 And my fears are if I, if I look and I see Sergio’s friends there, I’m gonna be reminded, you 

know? And so that’s. And then I have the fear of like, what if I lose Ray before that even 

happens, you know, like those fears. Or we, we started to look for a house, and then Katrina 

happened. And it’s like oh, those fears.  

04.07.29 Like (PAUSE)  So I don't know. I mean, I know it’s normal. I tell myself it’s normal, you 

know, and uh, I got to feel it and just kind of muddle through it and get past it, you know, 

but.  Yeah, I’m afraid of a lot of things, you know?  I’m not afraid of my relationship with 

Ray, which is a good thing, do you know what I mean? Like that doesn’t scare me at all.   

04.08.00 I’m afraid of it being threatened by outside things.  You know, because I, and that’s I guess 

legitimate (?).  It’s a legitimate fear, you know?  I’m afraid of having children that aren’t 

gonna be healthy now, like all of these things, because I’m old (LAUGHS) er. Old-er.  You 

know?  And I know that whatever comes my way, I know it’s part of life and, and that goes 

back to that, that thing of like you want so much control, you know and you want to be able 

to say, all right what are you gonna dish for me?  



Project Rebirth :  Tanya Villanuevo      Tape # TV30       JW, Producer   01.16.06     Page 45 of 62 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 

04.08.37 Let me know, so I’m ready, I can do it, and it’s that, that uncertainty about life, that constant 

uncertainty in having to stay in the moment and not let your crazy mind go to those places. 

That is just, you know, really hard.  And you know.  

04.09.00 Delia, I brought, you know, I, we finished, we finished the discussion basically off where, 

you know, she, she wants me of course to be happy and, and you know, and I told her by that 

point uh, had Marisol met?  I can’t even.  No, I think Marisol and Steven met, met Ray after 

the fact, after mine and Delia’s conversation. 'Cos they both went to Florida at different, the 

same week for different reasons. And uh (~I~)  

 

 JW :  What’s the fear of eloping? 

 

04.09.45 TANYA :  What’s the fear of eloping? Oh, that’s a good question. The fear of eloping is. I 

really don't have too much fear of eloping, I’ll be honest with you, you know?  

04.10.01 But then it’s like you know, I want my family to be there. I want, you know, I want my 

friends to be there.  And then will I regret them not being there?  And I had bought all of 

these bridal magazines at one point and then I started kind of looking at them like Ok, we’re 

gonna have a beach wedding, we’re gonna have this, we’re gonna have that.  

04.10.28 And, and then I was realizing, you know, I don't want it to be this formal thing, you know?  

And then I was like, and then I, I kind of rather put the money for a big wedding into having 

a nice house, and then maybe we get a greater house, and then we can have you know, a 

really cool party at the house and then, and then Katrina happens.  

04.10.58 Uh, I, so I’m just kind of like all locked up about it right now. So I guess eloping would 

probably be the (LAUGHS) best thing.  And then it’s also about merging you know, having, 

I already ok, let me, let me.  Steven and Marisol met Ray in Florida, you know, so already 

that merge has started to happen. So that’s good.  

04.11.26 You know, and it, it went off Ok. I mean, it actually went off great. Marisol was so 

welcoming to Ray. And uh, and Steven also, you know, they met him, Steven gave him a 

hug, and it was like really nice, and, and actually also I want to say that Ray, knowing how 

difficult it was for me to get to the point where I could tell Delia, 'cos he’s known like this 

whole time that this was one of my issues. You know, he left me a message knowing that 
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when I was at lunch, and he thanked me. For, for, for doing that for him, and that he realized 

now how much I love him.   

04.12.05 And I was like, I love this man. Like he’s thankful, do you know what I mean? Like, he’s so 

good. He’s so good. He thanked me, you know? I mean, he’s a gift. I think, and Sergio sent, 

sent him to me, he’s a gift on a motorcycle with a firefighter angel on it, you know?   

04.12.28 So.  Steven and (?) Marisol met Ray first, and I was all twisted about it, you know, of course, 

'cos I’m like uh, what’s she gonna think about him, and you know, he’s so different from 

Sergio and, and it works out that he’s different from Sergio. I think (LAUGHS) you know? 

'Cos then it’s like Sergio has, Sergio was Sergio, and this is Ray, and Ray’s great for Ray, 

you know, you don't have to compare him to Sergio. Do you know what I mean? In my, I 

think it was me constantly comparing him to Sergio, and it’s like (?) what are you doing?  

04.12.59 You don't need to, you know what I mean? Here’s one great guy and you’re lucky enough to 

get another great guy, you know? So uh, yeah, she (?) said he was very nice and then uh, 

Steven met him. And we had our friend, Jason at the table. So Jason was able to kind of cut 

through that tension a little bit, and Steven was there with his girlfriend. And so you know, 

we got through dinner and everything, and it was just, I was all knotted up about it, you 

know.  

04.13.28 I was just like I, this was hard, you know, I know it was kind of awkward. It was kind of 

weird. It was just kind of weird and awkward, you know?  And I called Steven the next day 

to see if he was Ok, and he said that, you know, he had gone home with uh, Noel, and 

basically cried.  And I said, well, if it helps you any, I cried, too. I said, this is, you know, it’s 

these are the steps that we’re gonna have to take, you know, and I know they’re hard and 

they’re difficult, you know, 'cos for him to see me with another guy, you know, for me to be 

with another person in front of him, too, is hard for me, because it just feels awkward.  

04.14.08 It feels like I’m you know, I don't want him to think that I’m betraying his brother, you 

know? And so. But I think, you know, that’s uh, we, you know, I said what, what I needed to 

say and he, you know, he did, too. And I think we both came to the same conclusion. It is 

awkward, it is what it is, but you know what? We love each other, we’re still here, we’re not 

going anywhere, we’re not turning our backs on each other. 

04.14.32 Ray’s a nice guy, he said, you know? So.  And then I was like you know what, it’s time to 

bring Ray home. I mean, I kind of like wanted to, 'cos like you know, it’s almost (?) two 
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years, it’ll be two years in November that Ray and I are dating. He’s never even seen this 

whole life I have up, up North. And now I haven’t even cleaned my house, you know, I 

mean, I still have pictures of Sergio by the bed. You know, and I kind of left it like that, I 

just, 'cos I come home, I breeze in, and breeze out.  

04.15.03 I’ve just got a massive amounts of papers and boxes and even though I cleaned out the 

closets last year, I still have the bins there, waiting for his friends to go through stuff before I 

can donate it to Salvation Army. And, and but I was like you, do you want to go to New 

York? And he’s like yeah.  I’m like I’m kind of preparing him. I’m like well, this is what it’s 

gonna be like. You know, I have basically everything is out and he’s like it’s Ok.  

04.15.30 You know?  I was like all right, so we planned it for the weekend, and I told Marisol I was 

gonna bring him home, and I told Steven I was gonna bring him home. And, and I said I have 

to tell your mom.  To, to Marisol, and she’s like good luck. And uh, I called Delia and I just 

basically my, I said I have to tell you something. It’s (?) like dum-da-dum-dum.  

04.16.02 I have to tell you something. And she’s like what?  And I said I’m gonna bring Ray home.  

And she was so upset, you know?  And I knew she was gonna be, and we both cried on the 

phone, and I said I know, and I know this is upsetting, and you know, and, and I want to 

make this as gentle as I can for you.   

04.16.29 You know?  Uh, and she understand my position of like, but here I have this person who’s 

gonna, I’m gonna spend the rest of my life with, and I need to bring him into this other life I 

have, you know?  And for her, it’s like well, that’s my son’s house.  I’m you know, and she 

goes, and I know it’s your house, too. And I said, and I know, and if you want, I mean, I 

could stay in a hotel you know? (LAUGHS)  

04.16.57 I, I just don't know how to do this, you know, and do I tell you these things?  This (?) is, you 

know, I was just being honest, I said, I don't know how to navigate this, I don’t know how to 

(?) is my not telling you gonna be easier than my telling you? Like how do we do this, you 

know? Because it’s gonna happen no matter what. And I would hate for you to find out from 

other people that I brought Ray home. You know, I mean, is it better for me to tell you, do I 

keep it secret?  You let me know what’s easiest for you.  

04.17.28 And she said, no, I want you to tell me these things. I love that you’re honest with me, you 

know? And she goes, and I know I have to, I have to work through it, you know?  And, you 

know, she, she uh, I (?) I’m giving (?) she needs, can take all the time in the world, and I 
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know, and I just wish I tell her, I tell her every time, you know, that we, we get into these 

conversations, I wish more than anything that I could take that pain away from her, I wish.   

04.18.04 'Cos I know how hard it is for her, you know, I just. I know it. I see it in her, I see it.  You 

know?  And uh, you know, as, as I can have somebody fill the role of what Sergio filled for 

me in my life, you know, I can have another partner. She can never have another son.  You 

know? So it’s like, I wanted.  

04.18.33 I want to protect her from that, and I can’t, you know? I want to, I want to make it easy for 

her, and I can’t. And that’s, that’s just a, that’s the hardest part uh, the whole thing. You 

know?  But. She called me the next day and she said, you know, I’m sorry I reacted that way. 

She goes, you do what you have to do, you know?  

04.18.58 And I said I understand why you reacted that way. I expected it, you know? It’s not, for her 

to say that’s her son’s house, it is your son’s house. Of course you don’t want to see anybody 

going into your son’s house, you know? I, I probably would be the same way. But how do we 

do this now?  I, I don’t want to sell the apartment.  You know, I don’t want to let go of 

Sergio. Sergio’s there too, you know what I mean? And I don't want (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  What’s the gift? 

 

04.20.00 TANYA :  Uh, would be uh, one of the wishes would be to have the gift of being able to see 

someone’s history unfold.  Like right before your eyes. So like if you’re, you know, in a 

restaurant and the waitress comes over and she’s just being really nasty, and you could see 

what her back story is, to make her, to see what brought her to that point, you know? 'Cos 

everybody has a story, right?  

04.20.28 You know, we present ourselves, you know, and you only get to see glimpse of a person, 

really, right? Unless you get to sit and talk and really delve. But when you’re (?) passing 

people in the street, I mean, that would be such a gift, because so many people have so many 

different stories.  So. That’s what I was gonna say and that would be one wish (LAUGHS). 
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 JW :  What you’re doing is giving a gift. Sometimes you need to do something else, such as 

surrender, or accept. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.22.56 TANYA :  Which is life, which is totally life. And sometimes you do these quarter turns that 

are going like this, but then you go back (LAUGHS) the other way, right? 

 

 JW :  Even the corner turns can be scary?  You’re pushing through your fears? 

 

04.23.59 TANYA :  Yes, and it seems that some depending on what else is going on at that time, 

sometimes you’ll have the strength to attack them, sometimes you have, you don't, you just, 

you’ll back, you go back a little bit, you know, so. So I always, whenever I set a goal for 

myself, or whatever, you know, I guess that’s the, 'cos you do. (?) set goals for ourselves, 

right?  

04.24.28 So if my goal here and now is to have a wedding (LAUGHS) right, the fears come up. I 

know that ultimately the destination’s gonna be, I’m gonna get married, goddam it, right?  

But uh, I have a fear right now, so I’m just gonna step back a little bit. I trust, is the next 

thing. You have to just trust that that’s the process. And trusting that, all right, right now you 

need to step back, you need to step back. You need to just kind of be, you need to 

acknowledge these fears and everything.  

04.24.58 And uh, and trust that you’re gonna get through them at some point. It may not be today, it 

may not be tomorrow. There’ll come a point. And I think it is the point where you’re too 

uncomfortable in the place of your fear. Do you know what I mean?  It’s like a, there’s a 

great quote and I, I hope I’m doing. It’s, doing it right. But it was (?) and then the day came, 

when uh, I’m gonna say this all jacked up.  

04.25.27 And then the time came when the fear, where the pain of staying close inside the bud became 

more, greater than the pain of opening up into a flower. The pain of staying tight  was, it was 

greater than opening up. So I think that’s what you have the, those are your turning points. 

Those are the breakthrough points, you know?   
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04.26.00 And for the first three years, I could say you know, I had to be in the pain of the grief of 

losing Sergio. I had to go through every hill and valley and you know, and the muck, and the 

you know, I had to go through it. and now as I kind of feel like I’m getting to the point where 

I’m you know, I’m at a, I’m at a good place, right? I can kind of look down and say oh, you 

know, things are Ok, you know?  

04.26.30 I still have a little bit ways to go (LAUGHS) on certain things, but I’m Ok. I made this (?) 

part of the trek. This is when I can also say give me something, I need something, Daddy, 

give me anything, give me a sign, give me a signal that what I’m doing is the right thing, you 

know? And then lo and behold, a bunny, a thought, something, you know?  So and that’s 

been, fortunately for me I’m able to recognize those uh, little gifts along the way to (?) of 

reassurance, you know?  

04.27.04 And I can look now, I look at my life, and to this day, and I know I said in other interviews, 

up until this point, even in my fears and even in my struggles and in my things. If I die today, 

I have no regret. You know, I have no regret. 'Cos I’m, I honor this life that I’ve had. I honor 

the way I’ve lived through everything.  

04.27.29 The times when I you know, I might have said stupid things or hurt somebody’s feelings, but 

I know that I always manage to say all right, I’m sorry, I’m sorry about that, you know? It’s 

just.  Try to live as, I, I think I accept my (?) that’s a good word. I’ve accepted my, in fact, I 

accept my life, you know, as it is, and (?) the struggles.  

04.27.59 And, and you know. And I know that there’s great, great moments in life, you know? I know 

that 'cos I’ve experienced them, you know? I know that there’s painful, painful moments of 

life.  And I know that when, when you’re in those great moments, you’ve just got to 

appreciate it, you know? And then I know when I’m in those dark moments that it’s gonna 

pass. It just keeps moving, thank god for change, thank god for that in life.  You know?   

04.28.33 And trusting in change always is what keeps me going. You know?  'Cos nothing really ever 

uh, nothing ever stays the same. You may be in a rut for however long, but there’s always a 

change.  You know?  You change, outer circumstances change.  

04.29.00 So, so far my journey since September 11th , you know, I look, I look back and I look back 

on that first year, and we were talking about it the other day, and some of it is so far away 

from me, you know, like these crazy moments and like I almost forgot, like I got into (?) two 

bar brawls, you know, like (?) crazy. Like how I, I expressed anger at that point, because I 
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didn't think, you know, I thought well, no I really wasn’t angry, I was just hurt, you know, I 

was hurt. 

04.29.37 But no, I told the guy I was gonna kick his fucking ass (LAUGHS) in a bar one night you 

know what I mean? It was like oh, I guess I was a little angry there, you know like?  When I 

was in it, you know, I (?) you also interpret things so differently. You need time to kind of 

like look back at things, you know, so I’d be (?) very curious to see what all of these 

interviews look like down the pike, you know?   

04.30.02 Because I know I’ve changed so much (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 TANYA :  (MID-STATEMENT) But yes, surrendering, acceptance, it’s life, and you have 

to.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW :  You were talking about bringing Ray home? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.30.57 TANYA :  (MID-STATEMENT) I brought him last month. And one of the places he said he 

wanted to go was Ground Zero. So I was just, and I was compelled to show him now, like 

you know what?  Now I want you to see.  'Cos I, I talked about it, but I want you to see what 

life has been like for me these past couple of years. So I kind of took him through it. I like 

we’d go into my building, I open the mail box. I count like ten, twelve articles of mail related 

to September 11th.   

04.31.33 It also happened to be the weekend that they released the voice recordings of the fire 

department. And uh, he’s so good, Ray, oh, god, he’s so good. I show him that. I mean, of (?) 

course he saw the house, and like the house right now is completely upside down because 

I’ve been coming home for just to do, do my work, see my family and get out.  
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04.32.00 You know? So.  You just see, everything is scattered. I have mail, I have boxes. When I 

renovated the store, I brought some boxes home. So it’s just like this real kind of chaos in my 

house. I can’t even say it’s organized chaos. It’s just chaos.  Uh, I showed him all of my 

books from September 11th.  You know? Show him the archives.  

04.32.28 We go to Ground Zero, and now I haven’t been to Ground Zero since last year. And we went 

that night that we arrived. And I was struck by the fact that there is growth.  I don't know if 

you’ve seen it, but there’s green there, just kind of like springing up here and there.   

04.32.59 Little bushes, little weeds, little like coming out of the construction site.  You know, it’s kind 

of like, wow. That’s profound. You know?  And uh, he just kind of looked at it, and he 

looked at it, it was nighttime, so he couldn’t really get a great view of it.  But you see that it’s 

still just a massive thing, but I, I still.   

04.33.34 There are moments (?) of such disconnection for me there you know what I mean? I mean, 

I’ll look at Sergio’s name there? And like well, yeah, this is the place that it all went down. 

But it’s just so big, like I still can’t wrap my head around it, you know? And then Ray is, I 

guess Ray’s a builder, right?  Which I also, I commented the other day I was like, you know, 

that’s pretty symbolic that he’s a builder, you know? And so he’s looking at it and (~I~)  

 

 JW :  What do you mean? 

 

04.34.08 TANYA :  It’s symbolic that he’s, that Ray’s a builder in the way that here I came with this 

life that had been basically destroyed, and I’m the process of rebuilding my life. And he’s a 

builder.  You know? And he’s part of the rebuilding.   

04.34.32 You know? It just was like that’s a little, that’s symbolic.  You know?  So.  But yeah, just 

Ground Zero’s just kind of like uh, I don't know. It’s just (?) I’ll always go down there. And 

uh, that was another thing I wanted (~I~)   

 

 JW :  What about the green? 

 

04.35.03 TANYA :  Like I don't think people went in there and planted. 

 

 JW :  You noticed it, though? 
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.35.29 TANYA : (MID-STATEMENT) I just said to him, I just kind of commented, I said that’s (?) 

I did say that’s really kind of profound that there’s green there now, you know? And I think I 

mean, it, it just.  I don't know if I could say three years ago, I know I couldn’t say this three 

years ago, to imagine that there would be green there, like that there would be life springing 

up there. You know what I mean?  Like there’s life there again.  

04.35.58 And it’s coinciding with a lot of us having a new life now. Most, most of us are having a new 

life now, you know?  Which is just kind of, it’s life, right? You know?  That you, you come 

to a place of just death, and uh, I mean, this was a place of (?) I mean, major death, right, and 

destruction. I mean, complete destruction.  

04.36.30 Fires, smoke. And now you see green?  And it’s like wow.  It’s just deep.  And it’s not green 

that somebody planted. It’s just that that’s, so in my mind I kind of envisioned, you know, 

the spirits, you know, kind of dropping their little seeds, saying it’s time for it to, you know, 

to (?) have life again.  

04.36.58 And I think that, and it coincides with for me, it’s time for me to have life again. You know?  

And I (?) know that I’ve been different every year, you know, I mean, it’s been such a, and I, 

I’m just trying to think of what my, you know, my common thing has been. It’s always been 

I know it’s always been the hope, that hope is always like been in me, you know?   

04.37.35 Like that I, I knew and I trusted there was another side.  Do you know what I mean? And 

now I feel like I’m coming to that other side.  And uh, like wow, I did it, I did it, you know?  

I did it.  And then I can get also get, you know, totally like thrown back a little bit and just 

like (?).   

04.38.01 But you got to keep on going. Get thrown back. By you know, turning on the TV at 3:30 in 

the morning to watch the documentary, you know?  Like that.  To bring you back to it’s fresh 

again, you know? But I think that, yes, that the levels of anxiety are definitely higher than, 

you know, normal at this particular time for me.  

04.38.36 But I know that this year, it wasn’t as much as last year, and it wasn’t as much as the year 

before, which wasn’t as much as, you know? So I know that it’s kind of diminishing in a 
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way.  Which is a good thing.  So time does its thing, you know?  Time definitely does its 

thing.  

04.38.57 And I still go back and forth and I always, I always think about that uh, woman’s comment, 

the one that I met at Canyon Ranch. She was the hike guide. And she, when I told her that I 

had lost my fiancé on September 11th, and she said that she lost hers 30 years prior, whatever, 

and she hadn’t thought about him.  And I, that when I get into that thought uh, I’m like that 

can’t happen, that can’t happen, that can’t happen.  You know?   

04.39.37 So coming back for the anniversary’s like that’s very important to me. You know?  And also 

I, you know, I do it to honor Sergio and I do it to honor his mom.  You know? And this year 

uh, I’m so glad that uh, Steven and Marisol are gonna read for the siblings.   

04.40.03 'Cos they’ve never come for the anniversaries, and one of the things that Marisol said was, 

you know, she wasn’t capable of it because she was pregnant for the (?) she was pregnant for 

two of the anniversaries and then one she had uh, Gabrielle in between, but you know, she 

told her mom, she said look it, Tanya did a lot for Sergio to make sure that he’s not forgotten, 

you know? And I think she’s just (?) it’s reassuring her mom and all of them that I never 

betrayed him.   

04.40.38 You know what I mean?  And now she says it’s time for them to start to do it, too? You 

know.  And uh, that, that felt good for me, that you know, that they feel like they’re ready to 

do it now, you know? And I’m gonna be there on Sunday to support them, too, reading the 

names.  

04.40.59 And I’m, I just thought it was also very (synchronistic?) that the first year that Marisol’s 

capable of actually attending is the year that siblings are reading the names.  You know, and 

it just all kind of the connectedness of everything. 'Cos I feel like I have to pass the torch on a 

little bit, 'cos I can’t, I can’t go at the pace I’ve been going those first three years, because I 

have to leave room to start a new life, you know?   

04.41.30 So to kind of spread it out now, I feel like that’s also a little off of my shoulders, you know?  

Not that it was ever a burden, I don't want to make it sound like it was a burden, 'cos it 

wasn’t. But you know, that was one of my concerns, also, about starting a new life, is who is 

going to continue, you know, to make sure that Sergio is out, that he’s not forgotten, you 

know?  So.  
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04.42.01 Everything is just kind of falling into place. I just want, I just want it for Delia. You know?  I 

really do.  And then I had, I’m gonna change the subject now a little bit just 'cos it’s, just 'cos 

I feel like I need to bring these, these things up about the bumps in the road along the, the 

year, during the year that, that take you back into that mode.  

04.42.41 And uh, it was one was a call about the flashlight.  You know? And it’s like you start, you, 

like you kind of have a life, right?  And then you get a call, they found the flashlight, and that 

just kind of like (?).   

04.43.02 Puts it all, it’s almost like you, you’re not, there’s no way I could forget anyway 'cos there’s 

always (LAUGHS) gonna be a phone call or a letter or something, so. You know, which was 

I’m trying to figure out if that’s a good thing or a bad thing, you know?  'Cos it’s so.  Again. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.43.33 END OF TAPE #  TV 33 

 

TAPE # TV 34 
Tanya Villanueva 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
05.01.01 PICTURE UP 

 
 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

05.01.27 TANYA :  Well, what I wanted to say is one of the things, too, that is (?) like, I don't ever 

want to get to a point where I was that oblivious to the rest of the world.  Like I was before 

September 11th.  Meaning, you know, I, I’ve talked about it before where you (?) see events 

unfold on TV of a tragedy, you know, uh, Bosnia or the (?) famine in Somalia if I can recall 

that, you know. 

05.02.05 And they just kind of like these blips in your life that you know, wow, that, that’s really 

sucks, it’s horrible, you know, but you just can’t, you don't connect. So you just kind of it’s 
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forgotten, you know?  And when September 11th happened, and I realized, wow, this is really 

what, this is what the pain is and people encounter this pain everywhere, right?   

05.02.37 And so I don't want to reach a point, now I understand that pain, so that if an event is 

happening, like I don't want to kind of get oblivious about it, do you know what I mean?  

And not to say that I'm in the paper every day.  But I want to be able to connect, send my 

prayers out, you know, do whatever I can to, in my mind to know that I’m connected to that, 

to know that I’m you know, (?) it’s a kind of a, 'cos (?) that person, that oblivious person is 

just like somebody I don't want to be anymore, because I, I would hate for people to be 

oblivious about 9/11.  

05.03.15 Do you know what I mean? So now I just, so I, I was like you know, we’ve got a war going 

on, and there’s casualties, right ? And you know, without getting into the politics of it all, 

you know, there’s human life being lost, and there are families who are going through the 

pain of that loss, and I don't want to forget that, you know?  

05.03.44 And like now, you don't even really hear much news about Iraq, right?  So I was like you 

know, out of curiosity, I wonder, I would like to wear a soldier’s bracelet, you know, to 

remind myself that there’s, there’s a war going on and there’s loss of life there, too.   

05.04.00 So let me see if there’s a Villanueva. So I went on the list of the uh, casualties, and I found 

Sgt. First Class (Joselito O. Villanueva?). And he was killed in (Bahlad?), Iraq, on  

 September 27th, last year, from a sniper attack, thirty-six years old. So he would, was my age. 

He would have been Sergio’s age, he was Sergio’s age, right?   

05.04.35 Villanueva, obviously Sergio Villanueva, but he was a Filipino.  And he died on my dad’s 

birthday.  So it was like, my dad also doesn’t want me to forget, do you know what I mean? 

Like there’s stuff going on in the world that we need to still stay conscious of, and even if life 

is getting good, you know, you can’t pretend like stuff isn’t happening.  

05.05.07 And you have to you know?  So that’s why I think also I just want to make, you know, I just 

want to make a point to, in some way, whether, you know, if I can volunteer or I don't want 

to ever lose that compassion that I got as a result of my going through what I went through 

by losing Sergio, for other people.   

05.05.34 So that’s one of the, I think the big lessons, so if you want to call it that, the, that this whole 

process has been for me.  Isn’t that something, though?  Life is very mysterious.  (STOPS)  
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 JW :  What if you were that woman in Canyon Ranch? 

 

 TANYA :  What if I was that woman at Canyon Ranch? 

 

 JW :  What are the fears associated with in your current place? 

 

05.06.33 TANYA :  I think it goes back to that place (?) and I’m not to, not to say that that uh, I don't 

know (~I~)  

 

 JW :  In 30 years? 

 

05.06.48 TANYA :  I would be so curious to know what would go on in my life that I could forget 

such an event.  And that I could forget Sergio, do you know what I mean?   

05.07.01 Like I don't think I could even imagine that. Like what, what disruptions of life, you know, 

what distractions in life can get you to a point so much that you forget a person that you 

loved with your whole heart, you know, who was killed? Tragically, you know in front of the 

world. Like what possible things could crop up that I would forget that?   

05.07.34 I mean, would it be something more dramatic, or would it be something subtle, I don't know. 

But I can’t.  Do you know what I mean?  Like, already I still feel like you know, I did my 

posters for the year and I was gonna do a, wear a tee shirt.  I’m debating on whether or not 

I’m gonna do it, but I was like let me make this iron on and I’m like what am I gonna put on 

the iron-on? 'Cos I know I want to wear Sergio’s picture during the ceremonies.  

05.08.05 And you know, before it was like forever in our hearts, you know?  And the one thing that 

just was like, no, I have to put never forget.  Never forget. Because I think whether it’s on my 

own part, there’s that sense of the event is becoming so far away from me, you know, that 

I’m forgetting the pain of that day, almost.   

05.08.30 And I, and I can’t.  And I don't want other people to. Because that pain is associated with the 

pain of Katrina. It’s associated with the pain of, you know Afghanistan, the, the families 

there that, you know, of Iraq, of you can’t.  So that’s uh, you know.  I think it’s very easy for 

people to reach a point of uh, I can’t think of the word right now.  (STOPS)  
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05.09.14 Reach a point of uh, you know, when everything is Ok, you’re just (STUMBLE) indifference 

almost, you know?  Is it indifference?  And that, that’s the worst thing that could happen.  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

05.09.50 TANYA :  (MID-STATEMENT) Perfect example, too, people are still having remains 

identified. You know? I just found out yesterday, because of having, they had a funeral this 

week for Gerard (Bautiste?), and then I found out from Gina they identified some remains of 

one of the guys that was found with uh, Jimmy, her, her uh, finance was lost.  So like you 

know. 

 

 JW :  They found his remains? 

 

05.10.21 TANYA :  They found uh, remains earlier on. (~I~) but I don't know, there’s a possibility 

they could find more remains, more remains could be ID’d. Like, like that was the horror do 

you know what I mean? And as more time goes by, you know, I don't, people will forget that.  

And for us, the ones who were most closely affected by it, we’re reminded of it, you know, 

with a letter from the medical examiner, that they were closing down the, the uh, the 

identification process until new technology is found.  

05.11.01 So who’s to say that you know, for us, we, we made the choice to not be notified if any 

remains are identified about Sergio, 'cos I don't want to go back there. But then there’s that 

fear that one of the guys from 132. I mean, I’m sure there’s other families that do want those 

remains identified.  That they’ll be identified later on down the pike, you know, where will I 

be in my life?  Then to be sucked back into, and I, I hate to use that word, that expression 

sucked back in, but it’s like that, that, that horror of, you know, it happened this year when I 

got the phone call about the flashlight, and then you’re just thinking, well, where was the 

flashlight found?   

05.11.39 Well, you know, what was going on and where were they, uh, you know?  But that’s what the 

reality is.  You know?  There’s so many unanswered questions and, you know, it could be a 

lifetime of still looking for those answers, you know?  
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05.11.28 And you know, we resigned ourselves to the fact that we’ll have his service, we don't need 

the remains, you know, we know that he wasn’t attached to that place. We know he’s here, 

you know? But you still get pulled back into it, because there was so much horror around it, 

you know?  

05.12.18 So I don't know. It’s just uh, weird place to be, to think about, you know?   

 

 JW :  What about the flashlight? 

 

05.12.32 TANYA :  Well, uh, John Gratziano called, who was the captain of 132. He was a lieutenant 

at the time, he actually transferred out to Staten Island, but he called and he said that uh, they 

recovered a flashlight and it had the etchings of Ladder 132 on it. And that it had been in the 

property clerk’s office since I think the, I think since that December or September, I (?) it 

was since the first couple of months.   

05.13.07 And they, they didn't, it just had a tag on it. but it didn't say where it was found or anything 

like that.  So getting that news was like, you know, they said they, they were gonna have a 

ceremony to (?) bring the flashlight to the firehouse, and they were gonna put it with all the 

other uh, stuff that they have in the memorial there.   

05.13.28 So hearing that news was just.  When they had the flashlight, you know, where did they find 

the flashlight, where were they? And then it came back, you know, that same, those same 

questions come when you get the, the release of the voice transmission tapes, right? So 

there’s that, that you, I still have the curiosity. I still have the need to know (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

05.14.01 TANYA :  I still have the curiosity about trying to piece things together.  You know?  But 

then I also on the other hand, would rather not know. But if there’s information there, then I 

want to know it.  It’s just a very, it’s again it’s that. So the voice transmissions came out the 

weekend that Ray was here.  

05.14.25 And you know, you could access them (?) at the New York Times. They had sent me the 

discs, but I hadn’t been home when they arrived, so I had to go pick them up later. But they 

were accessible through the New York times website. So I was like, I want to hear them, you 
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know? And uh, I clicked on it. And was listening through all the early transmissions from 

Brooklyn, and I heard uh, I’m assuming it was Captain Haskell checking in on the Brooklyn 

side.  

05.14.57 You know, just saying Ladder 132, you know, that they were there. And then at 9:21, that 

they arrived into Manhattan, any special instructions?  And that’s it. Nobody responded to 

them. So we don't know, you know, I’m (?) assuming they went to the command post where 

the Brooklyn fire trucks were going, and I can’t imagine them going anywhere else. But uh, 

to hear the voice now, you know, and you almost want to grab, you want to you know, (?) 

you know?  

05.15.36 Is Sergio sitting next to you? You know, it’s kind of like I want to kind of be in that picture. I 

want to see where he is. I want to see what you know, is he scared, is he, uh, you know?  But 

then, so easy to go down that road, and then just kind of like (?) but you have to (?) find the 

ways to take myself out of it, you know?   

05.16.04 And Ray was there. And he just, he’s so good.  He really is, he’s so awesome.  Just very 

supportive. So. And we had a, we wound up having a really nice weekend.  You know?  He, 

and we went to my brother’s house.  To Roy’s house and my family was there, everybody 

except my mom.  

05.16.28 And then Marisol came with her husband and the babies.  And Ray’s playing with the babies. 

You know, and I’m sitting in the, my brother’s back yard and I’m like whoa (LAUGHS). Just 

kind of go whoa. This is Ok.  This is ok, this is a good day, you know?  Yeah.   

05.16.57 And I guess with more time, you know, Steven will be in that picture, and Delia will be in 

that picture, and then, you know, if it’s in our cards and maybe mine and Ray’s kids will be 

in that picture, you know?  So.  And it’s not a bad picture, you know?  Life is deep, life is 

mysterious.  

05.17.30 That’s all I have to say.  That’s it. Nothing else? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

05.18.52 TANYA :  For me I look at it like this is my therapy (LAUGHS) for the year.  I do, because I 

get to recount everything, and then I, and then I see wow.  You know?  
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05.19.03 I do. I, when I, this is a time when I talk most about, I think. When I really like look at each 

significant experience during the year, related to it, and I talk about it. And especially now 

because therapy is gone.  You know, as, as it crops up in uh, during the course of the year, 

I’m in it.   

05.19.31 So I don't have the distance of some of the things, you know? So this is my time to sit and 

kind of reflect back on it.  And then say ok, (?) whoa, you got through that. So it is good for 

me, too. And that’s why I’m like, I’m so curious. Like, you know how you want everything 

to unfold right now, do you know what I mean?  Like I want it to all unfold. I want to see 

what it’s like what’s my interview gonna be like on the tenth year?  

05.20.00 You know, like what’s that gonna be like?  Where am I gonna be, you know? So it’s, it is 

good. I think, I can’t imagine it being bad for anyone, you know?  It’s good that you’re doing 

it. Are you gonna do one for Katrina? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS RE: KATRINA)  

 

05.23.49 TANYA :  (MID-STATEMENT) I think it’s part of human nature to just kind of like 

(LAUGHS) you know? But, but you can’t, you, you have to really remember like those 

things. You have to. Uh, 'cos yeah.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

05.25.59 TANYA :  (MID-STATEMENT) For me, it’s like to talk about it, that’s just, it’s just uh, it’s 

just something that, I’m a talker. But it’s you know, I just want to. From the beginning I’ve 

always wanted to present the truth of things. You know?  And I hope that I can articulate it. 

It’s just sometimes I feel like I don't find the words, do you know what I mean?  But uh, 

because I want it, for me, this whole experience for me is knowing that down the line, years 

from now, this is, this is gonna be a you know, history, it’s history.  

05.26.44 It’s history. So it has to, people have to really understand what went on.  You know?  And 

the only thing that I can do is talk about my experience, or it’s I’m, I’m obligated for me to 

my own self to tell the truth of it, so that way, you know, as best as I can that you can get it.  
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05.27.12 You can see how you know, it wasn’t something that just happened you know, and they 

weren’t just names and, so.  I’m glad that, I'm glad to be a part of it, I really am. You know?   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

05.28.02 B ROLL – CUT AWAYS 

05.36.31 END OF TAPE #  TV 34 
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