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01.00.35 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   What have you been doing this year? 

 

01.04.51 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Oh, a little bit of this, a little bit of that (LAUGHS).  I had this 

little bundle of joy this year. This is Emilia Grace. She was 3 months old on Saturday the 8th. 

And she’s just yummy, as you could see.  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS re: Baby song)  

 

01.05.47 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   So this is it. Life turns, thank god, you know, and she’s been (?) 

just a joy.  Right?  She’s just so yummy like look at these things.  

01.06.02 Yummy, just yummy. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   I can’t believe it? 

 

01.06.09 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   I know, me either, right?  I, sometimes I look at her and I’m like 

oh, my god. You’re my daughter. I’m your mother. It’s a whole new world. It’s a whole new 

world, right Emilia? A whole new world. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS RE: Baby)   
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01.06.38 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Yeah.  Yes, and then what happened, what else happened?  And 

they said what, what did they say? Nothing. Ok. 

 

 JW:   How’s it been? 

 

01.06.54 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   It’s been, you know what? She’s an easy baby, thank god. She’s 

already sleeping through the night since 8 weeks. She goes down at like anywhere  

 between 7:30 and 9 o’clock and then she’ll sleep for 8 hours, 7 to 8 hours. So, sometimes 

even 10 hours. She’ll give me like, she gets up like 4, 4 to 5 AM for a feeding and then she 

goes right back down. She doesn’t cry. She’s so good. And then during the day she has her 

fussy times, when she’s ready for her nap. Usually like 2, 2 o’clock, and then 6:30 to 8 is like 

her witching hour, like she, got to bathe her, put her in her zone.  

01.07.32 And then she sleeps through the night. So she’s, she’s doing good. 

 

 JW:   That’s usually the time? 

 

01.07.40 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Five to six thirty. Yeah, it’s, it’s like clockwork, you know? And 

(~JW~)     

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.08.04 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   (MID-STATEMENT) and then in the morning, she’s just yum, 

because you know, you, she wakes up and I’ll just say good morning. And it’s just the bright 

smile, right? I say good morning. Good morning, Emilia, and she goes (?). (LAUGHS) Yes, 

you do. (LAUGHS) Yes. (LAUGHS) Yes, you do.  

01.08.33 Yes. (LAUGHS) She’s just yum. She’s yum. And she’s just, she’s been, I mean, healthy and, 

you know, she was 8 pounds, 13 ounces when she was born. And now she’s 13 pounds-6 

ounces as of last Thursday. She’s 25 inches long. She’s in 95 percentile for her height. And 

her weight in the 75 percentile.  

01.09.01 So she’s doing good. She’s getting longer and leaner. She was like off the charts when she 

was born. And now she’s long and getting leaner. So she’s doing good, thank god, you 
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know? I really feel for the, for the moms that have to deal with the colic, because (?) that 

witching hour can be stressful sometimes as you know. And I can’t (~JW~)   I mean, I can’t 

imagine like all night, like crying and you know.  

01.09.28 At least I get sleep and yeah. Yes.  

 

 JW:   It’s hard, the witching hour at first? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 01.09.45 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   (MID-STATEMENT) and I hope knock on wood when we’re 

ready for the next one, which we’ll (?) be ready December-January. That she’s, that the next 

one he or she will be as easy as Emilia’s been. That’d be a real blessing, you know? So yeah. 

That’s, that’s my girl. That’s my girl.  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   Any particular highlights? 

 

01.10.09 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Highlights? (~JW~)  You know, the smile of course, the first 

smile when you know that it’s like not gas (LAUGHS).  You know, that it’s a real smile. Just 

when she started cooing, you know? Yeah, it’s, it’s all good. It’s all good.  

01.10.31 Now, even like I was so concerned about having to deal with the doo-doo diapers and all of 

that stuff, and the big turn around on that’s you know, now she sometimes she doesn’t go for 

four days and so, so if she does it I’m like whoo, I’m celebrating. It’s like come on, 

(LAUGHS) we got to get you. So like that whole thing has changed, like I was dreading 

having to deal with that, and now I can, I’m celebrating, like when she moves her bowels 

regularly. You know? So that’s a big, big difference. But yeah, the highlights are, it’s every 

day that’s something new, you know?  

01.11.03 Like when she’s discovering her hands now. And then the, she sucks on her bottom lip 

sometimes. Which is just so cute. And she’s just yummy. And now (?) she started holding 

her head up. Yeah, probably around 8 weeks a little bit, and now it’s getting stronger, and  
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 then 10 weeks, she’s just, it was like ten weeks, I read it in (?) the book. It was like now 

they’re interested in books. And it was just like clockwork.  

01.11.30 I open a book and now she starts focusing in and she sees the colors and the pages. And she 

responds. So. Yeah, I’m looking forward to it all, it all. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.11.50 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   And these cheeks, look at these cheeks. And this chin. 

(LAUGHS) She’s too much. You’re too much. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   It’s amazing for me just to sit here with you like this? 

 

01.12.08 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Yeah, yeah. I mean, and it’s, it literally was from the, the 

anniversary to now. Well, I mean, yeah, from last anniversary to now. 'Cos that’s when the 

official start date of my pregnancy was, was September 11th. And.  

01.12.29 On the 5th year anniversary. Isn’t that crazy? That’s crazy, right? And then, and then she was 

born (?).  She was born the day after the five, the five year anniversary of Sergio’s memorial 

service. So there was like that nine months. Like how, or ten months.  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   What about the ten months? 

 

01.13.48 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Is it nine months or ten months? September to June, that’s nine, 

right? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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01.13.57 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   It’s nine full months. (~JW~) Yeah. So I was like of course, you 

know, when I thought about that, 'cos we had her, a scheduled C-section, and I was thinking 

about how profound that timeline was for me. You know. That five years, well, now it’s six 

years ago, but five years ago to the day, you know, is, and then that nine-month period was 

(?) was just pure grief. And now, this year, it was just joy and anticipation of a whole new 

life, you know?  

01.14.36 And how that can make such a difference, you know? It’s just nine-month period how 

different, polar opposite, you know? And even like I was thinking about how I used to email 

that first, the first year, for the first two years, I would email weekly, you know, updates 

about the recovery, about you know, you know, everything, how I was feeling, the journey 

through the grief and all of that.  

01.15.01 And then this year I started doing the email updates again, but it was a whole new 

perspective. It was about my pregnancy and, you know, and now it, it continues - her weekly, 

weekly, bi-weekly, you know, how she’s doing, and just kind of interesting that, you know,  

two different extremes of emotion that that’s the time where I’m most wanting to express, 

you know, how things are going.  

01.15.30 In my writing. So.  What a gift.   

 

 JW:   When was she conceived? 

 

01.15.46 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Well, they, they, they measure it by the first day of your last 

menstrual cycle. And on the five year anniversary, I, I took a pregnancy test that morning 

before I went to go read the names, 'cos I read the names last year, read Sergio’s name.  

01.16.01 And it came back negative. And I was bummed. And of course, then later that day I got my, 

my period. So I was like oh.  And then October 6th was when I took the pregnancy test, and I 

had been trying every two weeks just to see, you know, was I, 'cos we had been trying since 

we got married. And I saw that plus sign. And that also was a very interesting date,  

 October 6th.   

01.16.32 For me. It’s always been an interesting date. 'Cos that was the first time that I had told Sergio 

I loved him in Germany. And it was the first time I found out about my mother’s suicide. It 
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was just a very profound date for me. So October 6th was the day that I, I took my home 

pregnancy test. It was positive.  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.17.09 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   I showed Ray and he’s like what does that mean? I said, well, I 

think it means that, you know, we’re pregnant. But he wanted to err on the side of caution. 

He wanted to go to the doctor, and I went and I had gotten tested that day, but I didn't the 

doctor’s results 'til the following week. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.18.39 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Like if she’s, you know, if she sits too long, she starts to get 

fussy (~JW~) she starts stretching. She needs to do. We’re in the car, we’re going, soon as 

we stop at a light, she starts (?). She’s like keep going. You know, in the stroller (?) if I stop 

(LAUGHS). That’s why I’m constantly like (LAUGHS). You know?  

01.19.00 So you know, so I going back to the October 6, the day that I found out I was, I was pregnant 

with the home pregnancy test, with, that morning we had planned, we had plans to go to 

Disney for the weekend to EPCOT. It was the food and wine fest. And I took the test, and I 

showed Ray, and he’s like so what does this mean? I said, well, I think it means that we’re 

pregnant. And he goes, well, I said I have to go to the doctor to make sure, and he was like 

ok, well, we’re not gonna tell anybody until you go to the doctor.  

01.19.29 So now I’m dying, I want to tell my mom, I want to tell everybody, 'cos I saw the plus sign, 

and you know. And we went to Disney as planned with his partner, JP, partner and friend, 

and JP’s girlfriend, Ashley. And you know, it’s the food and wine fest. So I had to pretend. 

So I’m drinking like a little sip and then I’m just passing it off to, to Ray the whole time. And 

I’m dying 'cos I want to tell everybody, 'cos I’m so excited, you know?  

01.20.01 And that night, we went out to dinner, and we were staying in a hotel, and you know, in 

EPCOT the hotels are kind of close to, to each other, and then there’s different areas like 

where the restaurants were, and we’re walking back to the hotel. We’re passing by one hotel, 

and there was a, there was some rustling going on in the bushes, so Ray went to go and 
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investigate. And he said, babe, come here. And so I go. And I kid you not, a momma bunny 

and her two baby bunnies.  

01.20.34 And that was like oh. Ok, we’re pregnant (LAUGHS). We’re definitely pregnant. 

(LAUGHS). I had taken my test at the doctor’s that morning, but they weren’t, they didn't 

give me the results 'til the following Tuesday, so I had to hold it in that whole time. But the 

bunny sign was just very, you know, that was deep for me. That was like that was it. I mean, 

I never saw baby bunnies before.  Ever. You know, through all of my bunny signs.  

01.20.59 I never saw baby bunnies. And it was like on that day. So it was pretty cool, very cool. 

 

 JW:   You’d never seen baby ones? 

 

01.21.06 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Not baby bunnies, no. And it was just (?) mommy bunny and two 

babies. I had, I took pictures of it. It was just, it was, and me and Ray just looked at each 

other like (LAUGHS) whoo, you know?  So yeah, it was, it was great. So then the whole 

pregnancy was, you know, it was pretty, pretty, pretty smooth, thank god. I didn't get sick. 

You know?  

01.21.29 I thought we were having twins, because I was huge. I started showing right away. 

Everybody, everybody thought we were having twins. I remember there, there was a 

homeless couple on the street, god bless the twins. (LAUGHS) I was like thanks. Or you’re 

ready to drop any day now. I’m like no, I still have 3 months to go. (LAUGHS). You know, 

and I was huge. But luckily I, I really I didn't have any issues. And we went with a scheduled 

C-section 'cos my doctor who’s fabulous. She gave me the option. She said over 35, you 

know, there’s a higher risk of emergency C-sections and difficult labors, and that was always 

my fear.  

01.22.07 You know, to wind up, you know, with an emergency C-section after laboring for you know, 

24 hours and stuff. So (~ovlp~)  

 

 JW:   Why was that a fear? 

 

01.22.17 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Just, just 'cos (~JW~)   you know, I just didn't want to go through 

all of that drama, you know, it’s just kind of I guess that’s when I went like you know, oh, I 



Project Rebirth:  Tanya Villanueva Tepper    Tape # TV121     JW, Producer       Page 8 of 41 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT REBIRTH   163 William Street, 4th Floor  New York, NY  10038   212-346-1482 
 

could actually have a say in this? Like I could you know, we could have a scheduled C-

section?  

01.22.33 Wow, I said that might work. You know, 'cos I was, I was afraid, I was afraid of labor, but I 

was afraid of an emergency C-section for the baby, for the, for, for I was just, there was a lot 

of fear in that whole, plus I was watching A Baby Story religiously. You know, on from the 

Learning Channel? And like every other episode, these women are like screaming in agony, 

you know?  

01.22.59 And they wind up with the emergency C-section, and it’s, she’s like over 35, if you want to, 

I’ll support you on that. I’m like, really? Oh.  So. Scheduled c-section, and I tell you, I swear 

by it. It was the best experience. You know? I walked in. They gave me my little IV hookup 

with the fluids. They hooked me up to the machine, and they were actually I was having 

contractions, which I thought were just the Braxton-Hicks, you know, on the, and the nurse is 

like no, you’re having some really strong contractions.  

01.23.31 So I guess it was the right time anyway. And then, it was 12 o’clock on June 8th. They’re like 

ok, we’ll go into the operating room. Go in and sit, lean forward, spinal tap. 

Anesthesiologist’s nice, everybody nice. Laid down, surgical team comes in. Boom, she’s 

out. It was great. You know? It was really great. I, I, I was so anxious to see her, because you 

know, after 9 months I was talking to her every day.  

01.24.01 I had my little, you know, like fetal microphone and speakers, and Emilia. Once we found 

out it was a girl, you know, that was when it all kind of became really real, you know?  Well, 

I guess the, the first sonogram when you hear the heartbeat for the first time, but then, but 

then when you find out the sex, which I’m glad I did, too. It was just kind of, it was such a, 

you know, special moment, because then it’s like wow, there’s really a person in there, and, 

and we had already chose the name.  

01.24.33 You know, if it was a girl, it was gonna be Emilia after my dad, Emilio, Emilia Grace. And 

then for a boy, it was gonna be Sam. So for the first three months, I was calling it Sam-elia, a 

combination of the two. And then when we found out it was a girl. It was like ok, it’s Emilia, 

Emilia Grace. So I talked to her every day, I played music for her and, and it was just, it was 

such a nice time, you know?  

01.24.59 I mean, it’s still continues to be a nice time. And it’s weird, because it seems like it’s a long 

time ago. 'Cos even to talk about my pregnancy now just seems like a long time ago, 'cos the 
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time is just (?). Zipping by. So. In all of my imaginings during the pregnancy, too, I always 

imagine what she was gonna look like. And I guess I pictured her to look like how she is 

now. So when she was newborn, you know, and they’re all kind of scrunched up and 

everything, I was just so curious to see her and she didn’t look like what I imagined, and I 

was kind of like oh. (LAUGHS)  

01.25.31 She was cute. And I was like oh (LAUGHS). She was, she’s kind of funny-looking, you 

know, but (LAUGHS). My baby. But she was so healthy and chunky and just yummy. And I 

was very lucky with the nursing, you know, she latched on right away. And so that wasn’t an 

issue. The only issue was that she was jaundiced. She was very badly jaundiced for, not even 

badly jaundiced. Enough that I had to bring her to the hospital like three times, to get tested.  

01.26.04 And they, and my doctor made me take, take her off the breast for like five days. Which was 

kind of a nightmare when I think about it. But you know, she (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   It was hard? 

 

01.26.14 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Yeah, it was because you know, you, here you are you have the, 

you’ve started to establish your milk and production and everything and it’s great. And it was 

like a week after we went home she was doing really well and then she was gaining a lot of 

weight. She was you know, and then the doctor said that, that her jaundice wasn’t going 

down.  

01.26.31 And, and that breast milk sometimes slows down the processing of the (beliruben?) so that I 

had to take her off of the breast. And then with that, then you had formula and then had to 

pump. So that way you could keep the milk supply going so that was kind of a, that was 

probably my most stressful time. Was when I had her off of the breast. Because I started to 

lose my milk supply, 'cos I couldn’t pump all the time, because she was fussy because of the 

formula. So you know, but I mean, all in all, I think about, I really had an easy time with her.  

01.27.02 I really have, you know? She’s, she’s great. You know? And motherhood, it, it kind of, I still, 

I do I have those moments where I’m going oh, my god, I’m a mom, now. A mom, you 

know? Like the first time, you know, I have every parenting magazine, and I’m on every 

parenting website and all of that stuff.  So one of the questions in the magazine was when is 

the first time you like realized that you were a mom?  
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01.27.29 And it was when, you know, when you call the pediatrician, hi. This is Tanya Villanueva 

Tepper, Emilia Grace’s mom. It's like oh (?) I’m somebody’s mom (LAUGHS).  You know? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   It’s crazy to think of the moment when you become a parent? 

 

01.29.18 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Isn’t it crazy? 'Cos it becomes that fast, from that moment. And 

then all of a sudden, it’s just a whole new world. It’s just a whole new world.  

01.29.29 And it’s like this human being, you know, this (?) and now you’re responsible for this human 

being. It’s like a whole human being. But what a miracle, too. It’s just a miracle. You know, 

and also I think now in this day and age, where we have so much information available to us 

and you can really track the growth of the baby and you could see what it’s starting out as, 

and then what it becomes, and now with the 4-D sonograms and which I was all on top of, 

forget it, you know? I had, I had her sonograms done at, what (?) 28 weeks, no, wait, 21 

weeks and then 28 weeks.  

01.30.05 And she does look like that 4-D sonogram, you know? She’s, she was, it’s amazing. So you 

can really like connect with this, this, this baby. Prior to it all happening, but then really it all 

happens when you, when they come into the world. It’s just crazy. It’s just crazy. It’s a 

whole. 

 

 JW:   Is it what you expected? 

 

01.30.29 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Yes, I think so. It is what (?) I expected. I think, I think maybe 

the moment when, you know, the moment that you give birth, but I read about this. Like you 

know, some people say that like, I thought I would be more overwhelmed with tears and all 

of that stuff. But for me, it was more like oh, I just want to see her. It was, I felt more calm. 

Do you know what I mean? I didn't feel like this, it took, it was more of a delay for me to 

have that emotional reaction.  

01.30.57 You know? And it was pretty much like when we got home. When I was like, when I was 

really looking and I was real, finally taking it all in. Because you know, we had, we had 
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people at the hospital and just trying to get the nursing. So you know, my mind was all on 

that, and then finally when I had her home. And I had her by myself, and I was just, then I 

realized, oh, my god. This is, look at this. Look at this little. Wow. Just wow, and then the 

tears coming. You really, it’s just such a (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   Did that happen to you? 

 

01.31.27 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Yes. It did. I thought, I thought that it would happen at the 

hospital. I thought it would happen when she was born. But it didn't happen until later. I 

think I was just distracted by everything else, and the, the knowing exactly when she was 

coming and all of that. I, I guess. Yeah, it just, that was what was different from my 

expectations. Was just that, that emotional, you know, surge, I guess. I expected it at the (?), I 

expected it when I saw her for the first time. But it didn't come until, until later. Because it 

was more like a curiosity.  

01.32.03 When, when they took her out, and then, and then Ray went over to the, to the table to see 

her, and then they brought her around to me. So I just wanted to see her face. I just wanted to 

make sure she was intact. And I had like I said, I had this vision of her, even with the 

sonograms. And she looked like the sonograms. It’s weird. I guess it’s just, you, I think you 

just bug out. You’re like holy shit. (LAUGHS) You’re my child. You know? It's crazy.  

01.32.30 It was crazy. It’s all good, though. It’s all good. Yeah it’s all good. 

 

 JW:   Any challenges?   

 

01.32.48 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   (MID-STATEMENT) well, really that week. Because also, you 

know, when you, when you first start the, the nursing and everything and you’re getting up 

every 3 hours and the sleep depravation, it really does kick your ass. It does. But luckily, I 

mean, Ray, what a great dad, you know, and he totally stepped up and he would you know, 

take the baby, and I would (?) you know, get my naps like 8 o’clock at night is usually like 

when I at my, I was done.  

01.33.10 You know? 'Cos (?) up every 3 hours was just rough during the night, and then you know, I 

guess finding that grove. And then how stressful it was just to give a bath, because like I was, 
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you know, you, you know, you’re kind of I was just nervous about giving her a bath. You 

know, the sponge bath was Ok, but then getting her in the bath, you know and into actual 

water and that whole thing, and then how do you do that?  

01.33.34 Like the logistics of it. It was just you know. But then once you do it, I think it, most, most of 

it was like the anticipation of all of these things. Like I could get myself totally worked up, 

and then I’d do it, and it’s fine. Like and a perfect example was bringing her to New York for 

the first time. Ray, Ray went to Sturgis for, for the big motorcycle rally, which he had been 

dreaming of, you know, forever.  

01.33.58 And he wanted to, to go this year because all of his friends is probably gonna be one of the 

last years they go altogether. 'Cos live is changing for everybody. And while she was still 

you know, young enough that he could kind of steal away, and I was like ok, well, I’ll go to 

New York because I have to do the gift show. But I was like nervous about, shit, I got to fly 

by myself with the baby, and, you know, she was 8 weeks old. And how am I, how’m I 

gonna get through security? You know, 'cos I got to break the stroller down. I mean, I totally 

worked myself. Insomnia like for days.  

01.34.31 Like just imagining getting through security, you have to hold the baby and you have to hold 

put the stroller in the X ray machine. I’m just like completely losing my mind over this whole 

thing? And (LAUGHS) then. I, it’s perfect, too. I get an affirmation in my email box, and it’s 

just about ask for help when you need it, and I was. Sometimes you put so much stress when 

all you have to do is ask. I was like ask. (LAUGHS) That’s it. That’s it. And I get to the 

airport.  

01.34.58 And the guy says, you got to pick up the baby and put the stroller on the X-ray and I’m like, 

well, I’m by myself, can you help me? Sure. That simple. It’s like. Give myself that stress for 

nothing. So I think (LAUGHS) that was probably you know, those, those are like the little 

anxieties and challenges as, as a new parent. You know, the bath, how am I gonna give her a 

bath? 'Cos (?) we have like our little routine. You know, Ray and I would do it together. 

We’d put the music on and you know, I, I put the soap on her and hold her up, and then he 

takes her and dunks her in the sink, to rinse her off.  

01.35.33 And then puts her in, he, he carries her and then I get the towel ready. And it’s like well, if 

he’s not there, how am I gonna put her in the damn towel? You know, like all of this crazy 

logistics, you know? 
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 JW:   How’d you figure it out? 

 

01.35.49 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   No. I talked to Maris, and Marisol, I’m telling you, what a 

godsend she is, because you know, having three kids, so I talk to her all the time. She said 

just have the towel handy and everything, and then one day I was just like I’m gonna do this 

by myself.  

01.36.01 I’m gonna do it. You know, and Ray was, Ray was, I think he was working late or 

something. And all I did was I just put the towel on my shoulder, wait no. I picked, I put the 

baby on my shoulder, she was wet. Big deal, I grabbed the towel, put it on her and that was 

it. But (LAUGHS) you know, I was just like, what if she slips and do I have to put gloves on 

and you know, that kind of silliness, you know? And I think a lot of parents go through that, 

I, I don't think I’m the only one. But. 

 

 JW:   You’re not at all. 

 

01.36.30 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   And then once you do it and you realize how easy it was, it’s just 

like oh. It’s cake. And now I crack up because I have another friend who just gave birth on 

Friday. Well, I met her just this year. Her husband is a maitre’d at the restaurant we go to. 

And here I am telling her like all of these things of what to do, what, what you should have at 

the hospital. Like now I feel like I’m a pro. But I’m not a pro. But I’m like I make her a list 

of like these are the things that I had or I wish I had that really helped, you know?  

01.37.03 And, and like I was able to come up with a list of things that (would?) have made things easy 

for me, you know, or things that I wish I had that made things easy, you know? So it just, it 

cracks me up. It cracks me up because (?) you just, you make adjustments, I guess, as you go 

along.  

 

 JW:   What about the car seat? 

 

01.37.31 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   The car seat, right. I was so damned stressed about the car seat. 

Like Ray, because I had seen on the Baby Story that that’s the thing. If you don't have the car 
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seat installed properly, they’re not gonna let you leave the hospital with the baby. And all of 

these guys, you know, they couldn’t get the car seat in right. But Ray, he does it in two 

seconds. Of course, he’s completely mechanically inclined, and it’s two seconds, it’s done. 

But I was giving him such stress about the car seat, you know? (LAUGHS) It’s so stupid.  

01.38.02 I’m so silly. 

 

 JW:   It was very funny.  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.38.19 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   It’s that easy and you see all of this stress. So we, I think, you 

know, the, I work myself up. I could totally work myself up, and the thing is, I know I’m 

capable. I’m a completely capable person, you know? But I could still work myself up. It’s 

crazy.  

01.38.37 But now I think, well, no, I still have my one last thing, I think, that I can’t, the bridge to 

cross. My one last fear is cutting her nails. And she’s 3 months old, so I file, I’ll file, 'cos I’m 

afraid to cut her. You know? So if I’m filing her toenails, (LAUGHS) filing her toenails. It’s 

like just get the damn clipper out already. But I’m afraid, you know?  

 

 JW:   I wonder how does Chris do that? 

 

01.39.11 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   And I’m sure once I do it, it’ll be (~JW~)   fine (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   She figured it out and you can too? 

 

01.39.21 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   You know why, though? 'Cos Marisol accidentally cut Gabriel 

the first, the, the first time she cut his fingernails. (~JW~)  So that’s my fear. I’m gonna cut 

Emilia. That’s so, it’s just crazy. You got a, you got to bite the bullet at some point. I just, 

I’m, last night I had Ray file her nails, I’m like freak out filing nails (LAUGHS).   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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01.39.53 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   But it’s, it is, it’s. It's a good time in life, you know? The, the 

mornings. I just, she’s just so yummy. I just love to wake up and see that smile. You know? 

And, and even though they said like on Baby Einstein, there’s was like this news that broke 

out recently about Baby Einstein videos, that they apparently make babies dumber. They did 

it, they did a study that said that babies who watch Baby Einstein videos speak 9 less words 

than babies who didn't, you know? Whatever. So now (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   Seriously? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.40.48 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   (MID-STATEMENT) now I, I put in the Baby Einstein video for 

Emilia (~JW~) and when I tell you she loves it. Like she has responses to like different, you 

know, fits, whether it’s the, the spinning bubbles or whatever, like she’s kicking and she’s 

just enjoying it so much.  

01.41.05 I’m like oh, screw it. I’m (?) watch (LAUGHS) the Baby Einstein videos, you know what I 

mean? And plus, it gives me like a break if I need to like take a shower or answer an email or 

something. 'Cos, 'cos that’s nothing, you know? To give constant attention to somebody for 

you know, ‘round, every waking hour. That’s hard to do. So you need your little diversions. 

Thank god for Baby Einstein and Sesame Street, you know?  

01.41.30 So those things, I guess, you know, when you become a parent, you just have to pick and 

choose, you know? Can’t trust everything that you read, too. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   After the second child, everything falls apart? 

 

01.42.03 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Yeah, and I’m expecting that. And see, that was the thing 

(~JW~)    
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 JW:   Not the whole world (~ovlp~)  

 

01.42.09 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Right, the rules, everything just goes out the window anyway. 

Yeah. Now, that’s what, and I think that’s why I might have been a little more relaxed, too, 

because I had so many (?) you know, moms around me. And they would tell me, you know, 

whatever little things, bits of advice or whatever.  

01.42.30 So I, I felt like, like for example, the breast feeding thing, right? You know. Knowing that it 

was gonna be hard, like knowing that it was gonna be hard, I prepared myself. That this 

could be hard, but you can, you know there’s another side to it. I took a breastfeeding class 

and all of that. That helped me, and I, I mean, I was very lucky. She latched on right away, I 

didn't have any issues. But I, I’d like, I like knowing, I like being prepared.  

01.42.59 If, as prepared as I could be. You know what I mean? Like knowing. No surprises, like even 

though you still get surprised, but. I try to eliminate as many as possible. But that’s just how I 

am now, I guess (LAUGHS). I’ve had enough surprises in life, let me. Let me get, you know, 

internet whatever, search, whatever, you know, how many times should she be pooping when 

I’m breastfeeding? (LAUGHS) you know, like stupid shit like that (LAUGHS). 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.43.34 END OF TAPE #  TV121 

 

TAPE # TV 122 
Tanya Villanueva Tepper 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
02.00.00 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   How’s Ray doing? 



Project Rebirth:  Tanya Villanueva Tepper    Tape # TV121     JW, Producer       Page 17 of 41 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT REBIRTH   163 William Street, 4th Floor  New York, NY  10038   212-346-1482 
 

 

02.04.36 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Let me tell you, I love Ray. He’s so good. He, he totally moved 

me this morning. That I had to get, I got a little weepy at, at breakfast, but he’s so good, I tell 

you. Well, first of all, this has been such a year. The last real I don't want to say, call it an 

obstacle, the last bridge, it think that I needed to cross was introducing Ray to Delia.  

02.05.09 'Cos you know, we had gotten married and she still hadn’t been ready to meet him. And once 

we got pregnant, you know, then she, she said I think I’m ready to meet Ray. You know?  So 

I, you know, I was like oh, you are? I said, you know, 'cos whenever you’re ready I don't 

want you to feel, she goes no, 'cos I, I want to be a part of the baby’s life and I think it’s time, 

and I’m ready to meet him.  

02.05.37 So that was in November, you know, we got married in May. So then there was that anxiety 

of oh, my god, Ray’s (?) Ray’s gonna meet Delia, and you know, I worked myself up about 

how is that gonna go over, and you know? And what, also when she told me, we both broke 

down crying because we knew that that was kind of like that’s a big deal, that’s a huge deal. 

Like to Sergio’s mother to meet my husband, it was just a big deal.  

02.06.04 You know? And (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   The last obstacle? 

 

02.06.09 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  The last obstacle, the last, you know, the last thing that I had to 

close in order to, to, to continue moving forward with, with my life. To bring the two lives 

together, is probably the best way to describe it, right? And so she came to Miami. And you 

know, there’s, that whole working myself up and I’m sure for her, too, it’s just kind of you 

know, a big deal.  

02.06.40 Ray was like totally relaxed about it, you know? He’s so, he’s so chill. And we, we all met at 

the restaurant near my mom’s house. And the first words out of Ray’s mouth when he meets 

Delia, was hi, Mom.  And it was just like oh, you know? He’s so good.  

02.07.00 And then she was so easy. It was like oh, hi. It was just like. And (?) was just wonderful. It 

was just, they, they had conversation came easily. It was just, you know. And I mean, there 

were times during that dinner I, I could look over, I looked over at Delia and I could tell that, 



Project Rebirth:  Tanya Villanueva Tepper    Tape # TV121     JW, Producer       Page 18 of 41 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT REBIRTH   163 William Street, 4th Floor  New York, NY  10038   212-346-1482 
 

that I mean, I know it was hard, you know? But. They got through it, and then she goes, Ok, 

that’s it. (?) we met. Now.  

02.07.30 Make sure you have a room for me. You know, when I come to visit. It was. It was that 

simple. You know? And I guess (?) it was just a matter of being, it was a matter of her being 

ready for all of us to, you know. Ray said he’d always been ready.  You know? So he’s, he’s, 

he’s amazing. And then (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   He’s born ready? 

 

02.07.56 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  He is born ready. And then, whenever I, you know, when Delia 

comes to Miami, she, she comes like every month or two. We always get together with her, 

and, and, and you know, she had on Sergio’s bracelet. She had the, you know, the stainless 

steel one. And I was looking at it, and I, you know, I’m thinking oh, you know, it’d be nice if 

we got her the white gold one, the white gold version. And I didn't voice it, you know. And 

then Ray says to me later on. He’s like you know, I think we need to get Delia the, the same 

bracelet I got you.  

02.08.33 And I was like oh. I just love you (LAUGHS). You know, he’s so, he’s so thoughtful and so. 

He’s just so in touch with you know, like the whole thing. He’s just. So for her birthday we 

gave it to her, and of course she cried, and I cried, and you know, and.  

02.08.58 And you know, and she and I’ve had conversations and, you know, she said that he’s really, 

he’s such a nice man. And, and that she feels like he, he’s also looking out for her, you know, 

which gives her a lot of comfort. And I’m like oh, absolutely. He asks about her all the time, 

and. And. And actually now, she last month, she went in for her yearly mammogram. And 

she had some abnormal results.  

02.09.30 And she had to wait for like a month before she, she went and got a biopsy, and they just 

gave her her results on Friday? Thursday or Friday, that there’s some precancerous cells 

there.  That they’re gonna need to look at. They’re gonna have to take out and also check the 

surrounding tissue. And so that’s been like a big concern for us. And, you know, and she’s so 

upset about it, of course.  

02.10.00 And I’m upset about it, and you know, Marisol’s upset. And, and Ray, his mom, you know, 

survived breast cancer. His ex-wife, his ex-girlfriend, they were, you know, so he’s like very 
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knowledgeable and he’s always asking about it and he’s you know, comforting her and you 

know, he’s just really, he’s really, he’s just great. And this morning, we went to the store 'cos 

you know, I was deciding do I want to come back for the anniversary, you know, 'cos 

traveling (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   What about the decision to come back? 

 

02.10.34 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Yeah, (?) traveling with Emilia was you know, I was able to do it 

by myself. But I was like, you know, I don't know if I want to do it again by myself. Do I do 

the, you know, the anniversary, do I go to New York? I mean, we were just here for the gift 

show. And then I asked Ray, I said, you know, do you want to come with me for the 

anniversary, which was also a big deal because, you know, he’s never been here for the 

anniversary. I’ve always been on my own.  

02.10.58 And he’s like without a, blinking an eye, yeah, sure. And so like now it’s, you know, for me 

making the decision was like ok, if Ray’s gonna come with me now, that's, that's gonna take 

a load off my mind about taking care of Emilia and everything. But still, you know, a little 

bit, I still have a little bit of anxiety about oh, about the anniversary, like. But I’m ready to 

have him  be with me on the day. You know? And then I have a lot of running around to do, 

'cos part of it was, if I don't come, who’s gonna put up Sergio’s posters, you know?  

02.11.35 And then it’s like just kind of felt, you know, I made this commitment in my mind that I 

wanted to be there for every anniversary to put his poster up, and now I have a baby. And am 

I reneging on the commitment, and well, I don't really have to renege on the commitment, I 

could still go up and put the, that’s what was kind of my mind.  

 

 JW:   (COACHES RESPONSE)    

 

02.12.00 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  I can still put up, I can still go up and put the posters up and, and, 

and I could have the baby with me and Ray with me. And that’s still a (?) I could still do it. 

So then, you know, it was like oh, ok. I could do that. Which was kind of like, I think. You 

know, and there’s, there’s always been this like either-or. Either you do it or you don't do it. 
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Like I didn't know that the, I discovered that there’s always a happy medium, basically 

(LAUGHS). You know?  

02.12.30 It’s like you could do both. It was just like last year when we talked about, you know, getting 

married and like, you know, how do I, if I get married, am I saying goodbye to my life with 

Sergio. And it’s like no. I’m adding to my life, with Ray. So it’s like a, you know, I don't 

have this either-or thing. I, but even though my mind automatically goes to either-or, but then 

I just have to kind of bring it back to, you know, you could find the medium in between.  

02.13.04 There’s no, but it’s not, it doesn’t have to always be black and white. So.  

 

 JW:   Finding the medium is like finding a connection? 

 

02.13.26 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Right (?) I see, right. Yes. No it’s not compromise, it’s bringing it 

altogether. It’s bringing it all (?) but that I call a medium, no? 

 

 JW:   It's (~ovlp~)     

 

02.13.43 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  It’s weaving it, it, it’s weaving them together, as. You have these 

two parallel lives, two different lives that could run parallel but instead I’m knitting them 

together. Bringing them together, which is interesting, 'cos I, you know, for, for such a long 

time I didn't think that that was a possibility. Like it was always it’s one or the other. And 

that was my big fear of like oh, my god, I got to let go of Sergio in order for me to, to start 

this new life. And start a new life, but it’s like no, my life is continuing, you know, and 

you’re bringing, bringing everything forward with you.  

02.14.20 Oh, ok, so I’m bringing it all with me. I, I kind of feel like I’m talking gibberish, but. 

 

 JW:   I get it.  We were talking last year about separation and merging, and especially getting 

married by yourself? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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02.15.03 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  (MID-STATEMENT) and that was the right decision. That was 

the, totally the right decision. And even this weekend, you know, well, also last year, after (?) 

he met Delia, we came for the holidays. Right (?) we came for the holidays. And I brought 

him to like a, a Christmas party like with all of mine and Sergio’s friends.  

02.15.31 You know, so this is the first time that a lot of them met him. Some had met him during the 

course of the years, you know, the last two years. If they had gone to Miami. But I hadn’t 

really brought him into, to the group. You know? And so that was simple, again, you know, 

like (LAUGHS) it was just, for me it was just like. Oh, my god, you know, like what’s 

everyone gonna think, you know?  

02.16.00 It’s just, ‘cos I’m always so aware of everybody else, like is this gonna be, (?) it’s awkward 

for me, is it gonna be awkward for them? Is it gonna be awkward for him? And everybody’s 

drinking and having a good time. And there’s music playing and everybody’s getting to 

know each other, and it’s no big deal. You know? And it's just (LAUGHS) So this weekend, 

you know, we went for my girlfriend Tanya, the other Tanya, it was her surprise 40th birthday 

party. And you know, we showed up late because we had gone to my nephew Christopher’s 

birthday party during the day.  

02.16.31 And we go out to the Island and everybody’s there. And how crazy was it, that here I am, that 

everybody’s dancing, music’s blaring, and it’s in the backyard of this beautiful house and 

here I come, strolling into the middle of the circle with Emilia in her stroller. And Ray’s right 

behind me, and it’s a whole different, different life. But it’s the same because it’s still my 

friends. It’s kind of, it’s just crazy. You know? And then Ray’s like Ray’s fine, he’s hanging 

out with the guys.  

02.17.03 You know? They’re drinking shots. I’m with the girls, you know? It’s, it’s (?) just interesting 

how, how everything has been able to intertwine. And so you know, now with this (?) for the 

anniversary, it’s weird. Because I guess during the course of the year, you know, I’m in 

Miami now, and now I have Emilia and I have Ray.  

02.17.34 And you know I don't have the constant bombardment of September 11th reminders, it’s 6 

years later. You know, and even, even in my inbox, even though I still get my family updates 

from the different family groups. You know? The emails. Like I don’t look at every one of 

them. You know, there’s a lot of unread, and I’m. And I don't you know, of course, I still 

think about Sergio.  
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02.17.59 You know? But I don't confront it, do you know what I mean? Like I don't confront the loss 

of him or anything. But now the anniversary’s here, and it’s like shit, I got to, I got to do the 

posters, I’ve got, we, we’re going to the firehouse this time. 'Cos to go to Ground Zero or to 

the ceremony at the park near Ground Zero, is it gonna be too much for Emilia? And, you 

know, it’s like a whole different mind process now. A whole different thing, things to think 

about.  

02.18.30 But (?) then it’s like ok, now the posters and so we, this morning we went to, to get the 

posters 'cos I had had them FedEx’ed from Miami. So we went to the store to pick them up, 

and Ray punched the holes in the corners of the posters while I was taking care of the baby. 

And I was like this is just, you know, it’s kind of a little crazy (LAUGHS). It’s a little crazy, 

but it was just kind of normal but crazy? At the same time. You know?  

02.19.00 It’s just (LAUGHS). And then I thought about it when we were walking. And, and you know, 

and I’m sitting with him having breakfast, and I just looked at him and I’m like I love, you 

babe. And that moment of him punching the holes, which happened like an hour prior, just 

totally choked me up, of like he punched holes in Sergio’s poster. You know? And he was 

willing to hang it up on the tree. You know? But we didn't have the time, to, Blane’s gonna 

do it. But you know, like that, his willingness to do these things, you know, in Sergio’s 

memory for me, for Sergio.  

02.19.34 For, for you know, for Sergio, for his family, for his friends. It’s just, he’s such, he’s so 

wonderful. You know? And I, I couldn’t ask for a better partner. I really couldn’t. He’s so 

good. You know, I’m like we have to go to Flushing, we got to tie the poster on the (?) you 

know like he’s, he’s like ok, whatever. Whatever I’m with you, you know?  And (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   Do you ever think it’s hard for him, do you ask him about it? 

 

02.20.05 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Yeah, I ask him if he’s Ok, and he’s always like yeah, I’m fine. I, 

I did have a moment this morning where I kind of like, you know, 'cos my apartment is still, 

as much as I’ve cleaned out a lot of stuff, you know, on the one desk in the dining area, I 

have the pictures of me and Sergio. And the last time I was home, I made sure that I put 

pictures of me and Ray up.  
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02.20.30 I don't know if it’s the last time or a couple of times. One of my times this year. Made sure I 

put some pictures of Ray and I up. But I was looking at the, the desk in the corner, in the 

dining room, and there’s pictures of Sergio and I, you know, we’re kissing. There are two 

pictures of us kissing. There’s our engagement portrait. And there’s another picture of us, his 

arms, Sergio’s arms around me, and then in our bed, in our bedroom there’s another picture 

of Sergio and I.  

02.20.58 And then in the sunroom, there’s a picture of Sergio and I in a frame that says Honey bunny, 

you know? And you know, Ray, Ray never says anything about it. Ever. You know, he’s just 

totally (LAUGHS) you know, and I (?) just said, it’s time for me. I said it’s time for me. I 

have to take these down now. I have to, these. Not to take all of Sergio’s pictures down. But 

the ones of me and him. Being that intimate with each other, I felt I needed to kind of put 

away.  

02.21.29 So while Ray was with the baby, I, I put them in one of my drawers that has Sergio’s things 

in. And that was kind of weird ,you know, it’s very weird, like to put that away.   

 

 JW:   Hard weird? 

 

02.21.45 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Kind of I think, once I did it, well, I mean, it wasn’t that hard to 

do. I mean, I just kind of took them to the thing and I looked at them, and I just put them in 

the drawer, and I. And I (?) maybe that was the moment, too, when, when I was in the dining 

room with Ray.  

02.22.07 'Cos I kind of did it, and the fact that I didn't kind of have like the emotional reaction to it, 

you know, it’s just kind of done, and, and then I guess (?) it might have hit me at that 

moment, too, with the ,the holes in the poster and (LAUGHS).  It’s just strange that, you 

know.   

02.22.30 Yeah. It’s, life moves forward, you know?  And then even like thinking about Emilia and, 

and like how, how do I explain. Like I also have to be mindful of Emilia, like she comes to 

her New York home, there’s pictures of mommy kissing some other guy. That’s gonna be 

awkward for her, you know, it’s like how do you explain that? How do I explain Sergio to 

her? So you know, I was thinking, I was talking to my mom about it last week.  
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02.23.01 And I was saying, you know, how do, how do I address that, you know, I, I wait 'til she’s a 

teenager and everything, or you know, what, how do you. For now she’s just you know, she 

was mommy’s friend. And then it was like, no, you could say that he was my love. He was a 

love before Daddy, just like Daddy’s my love, Sergio was a love of mine, and he was you 

know, a firefighter who, who oh, I was about to say. It’s so weird, I still have this like thing.  

02.23.31 You know, a firefighter who was killed on September 11th at the World Trade Center. To say 

killed. You know?  I like to say he gave his life, but he was killed. I mean, he was killed. You 

know? So to tell her that truth, like I was just saying. I’m trying to what would be the best 

thing to do for her? You know? Without confusing her too much.   

02.23.58 But I think the truth, you explain it that way, and my mom was very good in telling like 

laying it out like that. It was like oh, it’s yeah. Why, I don't have to complicate it. I don't have 

to, you know, I don't have to give her, you know, the details of you know, but just to say that 

that’s what happened. And now he’s, you know, Mommy’s angel and her guardian angel, and 

Daddy’s guardian angel, you know?  'Cos you know, I was also thinking about when we 

move into the house, do you, you know, I have the table in the corner of the condo that has 

Sergio’s books and his picture and.  

02.24.34 You know, and in New York in the sunroom, I have the table that has Sergio’s picture and 

books, his tribute books. And you know, and then of, obviously, you know, every 

anniversary I’m gonna be doing something. You know, whether it’s here or there. So. But the 

truth. Just strange, though, it’s just like I don't know. Just.  

 

 JW:   It has always been so separate for you, like the New York house was the Sergio house? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.25.49 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Right. And that’s how (?) I also envisioned it, too. That’s how I 

had envisioned it. It’s like you know, like well, no, that’s mine and Sergio’s home. You 

know, but.  

02.26.00 You know, as life has obviously moved, you know, forward, right? And I along with it. I 

have new members, I have a family now that (LAUGHS) you know I can’t, I have to bring 
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them in. It has to be their space, too. So that’s, that’s, I, I don't think I ever thought that I 

would get to this point.  

02.26.30 You know, in those first few years of, after I lost Sergio, like that. I didn't, I didn't think that I 

would ever get to the point where I would merge it to this degree. You know what I mean? 

Like that, I always thought that it would be two separate things. But I’m so content and so 

glad and I’m so proud that I have been able to bring, bring it altogether. You know?  

02.27.00 Even though I struggled a lot (?) along the way. You know, and emotionally, internally and 

you know, anxiety-ridden and all the craziness of, of it all. But I am glad that it all worked 

out. Like I, I’m so glad that Ray and Delia and, so glad that you know, we’re gonna, we’re 

gonna all be together tomorrow. You know?  It’s. 

 

 JW:   The story about the pictures was amazing? 

 

02.27.43 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  I know, and it’s a big deal, right? It is, it’s a big deal. But that. It’s 

a big deal, but it, that it wasn’t like I guess, I don't know, I, I guess I anticipated like these 

moments of just heavy-duty breaking down when those, you know?  

02.28.05 And I’ve had those breakdowns along the way during, you know, like when I had to clean 

out the closet, and do it, because there’s such major stuff. And when I have to just take 

Sergio’s screen saver off from, you know.  But to, I guess, I don't know, it was very different 

this morning with the putting the pictures of us. Is that fucked up? Like I have to (LAUGHS) 

ask myself, is that fucked up?  

02.28.30 You know?  Because then it’s so, it's just craziness, it’s just crazy. And I know it’s not of 

course, it’s not fucked up at all. It’s not fucked up. It’s what, you know, I’m. it’s being 

conscious of, of, of Ray and Emilia now, you know?   

02.28.57 You know, and I have to let myself off the hook. It’s not that I’m you know, shutting Sergio 

out by doing that. But I, I guess there’s still, there’s always gonna be that little part that feels 

like I am. (PAUSE)  I got, I have to let myself off the hook, 'cos I’m not. (PAUSE)   

02.29.37 It's crazy.  And going back to Ray, he’s so cute, because even like he came back from, from 

Sturgis, you know, and he has two tee shirts, Firehouse Choppers. And he bought me a knife, 

you know, 'cos he’s such a guy’s guy (LAUGHS).   



Project Rebirth:  Tanya Villanueva Tepper    Tape # TV121     JW, Producer       Page 26 of 41 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT REBIRTH   163 William Street, 4th Floor  New York, NY  10038   212-346-1482 
 

02.30.01 And it’s a FDNY knife. You know, like he thinks of these things. He’s like I got you a knife, 

you know (LAUGHS) Like he’s. he’s so good, you know? Like he’s, he’s ok, you know what 

I mean? Like he is Ok. And like he never, he never would ask me to do any of that, you 

know? He’s like (?) so good. He’s so good.  

02.30.28 And then another thing I had to (?) I try and think of like all my difficulties in the year of 

trying to, trying to, you know, merge, I guess. But one of the decisions that I made was I, I 

think to (?) is to sell the store. But that was rough. Like to come to that point where I have to 

sell the store. And even though I made the decision to do it, I haven’t like put it out there. 

02.31.00 'Cos I think I’m just blocked (LAUGHS). 'Cos I don't want to deal with selling the store, you 

know? And I was having a, I had like an emotional. It was a big breakdown. Was I was 

pregnant, when was that, it was like February when I was coming on my 8 year anniversary 

of the store and I was like I got to get rid of the store before the baby comes, and you know, I 

made myself completely crazy for two weeks, that I have to sell the store, I have to sell the 

store. And I went o my landlord, and I got to get  lease in place so that when I sell the store, 

there’s a new lease.  

02.31.35 And went to a lawyer, did all this. These things, you know? Figured out what price I’m 

gonna give the store and. Blaine was very helpful in, in you know, talking me through it. 'Cos 

he was like what’s, what’s holding you back from, from doing it?  

02.31.59 And my big thing was like if I sell the store, then that means Sergio disappears from the 

block. He disappears from, you know, if I, if I didn't sell the store as, as Inner Peace. If I just 

let it go and closed it down, Inner Peace left. Like I would want to sell the store as a whole. 

As the whole business, Inner Peace, to keep it going.  

02.32.28 But then the fear of like well, if somebody takes over Inner Peace, and then they run it down, 

run it to the ground, and that's the work that we did, and then Sergio disappears, like all of 

these. There was like a really hard decision to make. And even though I finally made the 

decision, I still haven’t done it. Can’t do it. Crazy. You know, and it’s not like, it’s giving me 

a little bit of income, you know, it’s not, but it’s, it’s not.  

02.33.00 And I just don't want to deal.  

 

 JW:   You’re ready to sell it, though, by getting ready to sell it? 
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02.33.12 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Yeah, except actually put it on the market. You know? I resign 

myself to the fact that that would be, Delia actually said to not just close it down, 'cos I was 

like Ok, I could, I could also just let it run the length of the lease, and then close it down. 

And you know what? Sergio won’t disappear from the block. If I close it down.  

02.33.30 He’s got his plaque there. In front of the store, you know, and people will remember. And 

every, you know, we could still put the poster on the tree at the anniversary, but you know, 

he’s there. But Delia said it would be, you know, it would be kind of, that I should try and get 

something for all of the, the years that we put into it, to try and sell it, and not to just let it 

close down.  

02.33.58 But then like the truth is, when I’m in Florida, when I have the baby,  I don't even think about 

it. And now months are passing and it’s, and then that’s fucked up. 

 

 JW:   Why? 

 

02.34.15 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Because it’s still my business. I should be (LAUGHS) thinking 

about it, you know what I mean? Still my business. I mean, I think about it enough to get the 

bills paid. And to go to the gift show and to, you know, make sure that, that it’s stocked. I 

mean, but really, Blaine runs the show, and thank god for Blaine. You know? But.  

02.34.37 I do have to, I do have to get rid of it. Like but I just don't, I don't, I don’t, I don't know. I just 

don't want to go through the whole. It’s almost like a pain in the ass. Do you know what I 

mean? It’s like the thought of having to sit down with lawyers and contracts and you know, 

switching the, the accounts over and all of that. It’s just like oh.  

02.35.00 I don't want to deal with this shit. I just want to play with Emilia. I just want to, my life to 

continue, you know, with, with my, my new family (LAUGHS). You know, it’s crazy.  So.  

 

 JW:   Is that an excuse? 

 

02.35.16 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Yeah, it’s probably an excuse. It is an excuse. I don't want to 

deal. And then I wonder, well, is that because you really haven’t accepted, that you haven’t 

really made peace with the fact that Sergio’s not gonna disappear from the block?  



Project Rebirth:  Tanya Villanueva Tepper    Tape # TV121     JW, Producer       Page 28 of 41 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT REBIRTH   163 William Street, 4th Floor  New York, NY  10038   212-346-1482 
 

02.35.33 If you close it down or sell it, you know? Then if somebody came to me and said I’ll give 

you this for (~ovlp~)  

 

 JW:   What if he did disappear? 

 

02.35.41 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  What if he disappears from the block?  

 

 JW:   I have this weird thing about imaging a room into the future and wondering about what 

it would be like? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.37.06 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  It’s reality. (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   It’s relativity, too, being in a moment and it feels like it’s so much? 

 

02.37.21 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Yes. I totally know what you mean. I guess, you know what it is? 

It’s also when, 'cos, obviously when I, when we approach this date, and I know I’m gonna be 

sitting down with you, I think about what, what I want, what I want to talk about. What my 

journey’s been like for the year between last and now. How far I’ve come from the very first 

interview, but that’s also how, just how my life has changed from that point. And I can just 

think of those times when, in the beginning where it’s just like how I fight, I would fight like 

the idea of, you know, September 11th becoming like a distant memory.  

02.38.09 Like I, I don't want that to happen (~JW~)  

 

 JW:   You were fighting that last year? 

 

02.38.14 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Yeah. And I still, you know, but I think it’s changing a little bit, 

and I think I’m a little fucked up about it, you know what I mean? Like. I am fucked up about 

it.  
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02.38.30 One of the (?) emails that I got was that ABC News is not gonna cover the reading of the 

names this year. Right? And my initial reaction was, well.  That’s almost understandable, you 

know? And then also I think because I’ve  read so many like, you know, like letters to the 

editor or whatever it is of people who are saying, you know, the 9-11 families need to you 

know, get over it.  

02.39.17 Or, or, you know, there are other people, soldiers are being lost and you know, all of these 

things that are happening and nobody’s demanding this much attention. And all of that, you 

know what I mean? Like I (?) I don't know if that, that, that’s gotten into my psyche about 

you know, like I don't know.  

02.39.43 I. I’ve all fucked up about it for me thinking, for me not saying I got (?) I have to boycott 

ABC. Because they’re not gonna broadcast the reading of the names. Like I’m feeling a little 

guilty about that.  

02.39.57 Because (?) there, there are family members who are saying look at how easily they’re 

forgetting, right? And I’m not one of those family members any more. And that’s fucking me 

up, because five years ago, six years ago, wasn’t even a question, do you know what I'm 

saying? Like, so have I let my life you know, and the new distractions in my life get me to 

the place now where 9-11, the event, you know, has, is going into the background of my life 

now?  

02.40.45 That’s fucking me up. And I think that’s gonna fuck me up every anniversary, because life is 

continuing to move forward.  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

02.40.59 END OF TAPE #  TV 122 

 

TAPE # TV 123 
Tanya Villanueva Tepper 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
03.00.00 PICTURE UP  
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 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:   Is that part of the healing process? 

 

03.00.19 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Well, I guess it is. You know, I mean, I think, I think about, 'cos I 

know that there are other family members that to this day are not moving forward.  

03.00.34 I’ll never use moving on, I hate moving on, but moving forward. That they are locked in that 

moment of, you know, complete despair. And nothing is gonna take that cloud away from 

them. You know? And I, my, my heart goes out to them, it really does. Because what a, what 

a horrible, horrible way to feel.  

03.01.01 You know, it’s like horrible to feel such despair for such a long time. Like it’s just. You 

know? I, I just. Like that you can’t, that, that, there’s just, that there is never, ever gonna be 

any joy for them ever again, ever. And the thought of that, I mean, that, that would be, that’s 

the opposite, right?  

03.01.30 I don't, definitely don't want to be there. I definitely don’t want to be there, you know, and I 

love my life, I do. I love my life. I love, I love that I journeyed through such a hard time and 

that I’ve come to a place where I can, I’m lighter, you know, I have a baby, and, you know. I, 

I love that. I do. But then. Again, it was such a major event, it was such a major, major event.  

03.02.01 I mean, 3,000 you know, three thousand people were killed like that. You know, with 

everybody watching. And then, on the other hand, you know, how many thousands of 

soldiers have died in Iraq? How many thousands of people died in Katrina, how many 

thousands and thousands of people died during the tsunami, right? And they didn't get the 

coverage that 9-11 got.  

03.02.30 You know, so it’s kind of like, I don't know. I’m just fucked up about it. I was thinking about 

it last night. I’m fucked up about like. I feel, I feel guilty, which I know I shouldn’t and that’s 

always been my, my emotion. I got to let it go. I got to let it (LAUGHS) go. I’m just being 

stupid. But like the point of you know, I think it has to be an all, all, all or nothing kind of 

deal, you know?  

03.03.05 Which is also so stupid, I don't know I’m being. All or nothing in, in coverage. You know? 

Like if you’re gonna cover 9-11 every year, you know, then you do it. You know? See, here I 
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go again with those damn extremes, where ,you know, it doesn’t have to be extreme. I’m 

crazy. But they don't do like the same thing with the tsunami.  

03.03.30 They don't do it with the Katrina, and then, you know, and they don't do it with the, even the, 

the war. Or maybe this is what’s fucking me up. They are doing it, but I’m not paying 

attention. Because now my attention is elsewhere. And then, so now I’m that person that I 

was bitching about 6 years ago, five years ago, of the people who have forgot that it 

happened. You know what I mean? Like.  

03.04.00 But then how do you. I mean, you have to continue moving through life. It’s (?) these are the 

things that fuck with me. I think. How do you continue moving through life, 'cos if I were to 

put on the news all the time, and then listen to, you know, another soldier dying or, you 

know, and you want to give them that respect, right? 'Cos I want that respect for Sergio. But 

then I’m not giving them that respect. So how hypocritical am I? Hypocrisy.  So I’m just 

fucked up about that.  

 

 JW:   You also spoke about extremes.  You chose to put the photos away? 

 

03.05.04 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Right, right. And it’s ABC’s prerogative, do you know what I 

mean, to, to make the decision. You know what? Maybe not everybody wants to hear 3,000 

names read this year. And we’ll give them the option. You know? But then it’s like but wait a 

second, Sergio’s name is one of those 3,000 names. What are you, you know, I’m like. 

03.05.29  So I, I’m just a little fucked up about that.  

 

 JW:   In terms of the grieving and healing processes, what are the conclusions, how much 

memory can we withstand, where do we let go and move forwrd? 

 

03.06.36 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  And then that’s, that’s it too, 'cos then I’ll say well, you know 

what? You had your share already. You had your share. You know, and if you’re, you’re 

entitled to this joy now. And if that means, you know, turning off the bad news, then turn off 

the bad news, you know what I mean? 'Cos it’s very easy to get sucked back in.  
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03.07.01 So. But then, does that make me less compassionate, you know? Because I’m not connecting 

to the, to the pain that’s continuing to go on in the world, you know? So that, that, that’s 

(~JW~)    

 

 JW:   Is it necessary to do that? 

 

03.07.25 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Right, is it a necessary thing to. That’s just part of life, you 

know? So.  And all I can think of, too, is, is there’s a lullaby that Minnie Driver sings. Ruby, 

Ruby Adeline. And one of the (?), one of the lines in, in the song is, you know, it’s about 

wishing the child, I wish you love, I wish you joy, you know, I wish you.  

03.08.02 I can wish you lots of things. A clever heart and diamond rings. The knowledge that you’re 

always free. Compassion for all that you see. And there’s one line that says a little darkness, 

let it come, so that you will always know the sun. And so that like, I have such joy in my life 

now because I’ve also had such darkness, you know?  

03.08.35 So I had to have that darkness in order to really see the light of the joy. And I (?) I don't wish 

Emilia to have any darkness. But at the same time, the relativity, she would need it in order 

to see the light. So it’s just one of those, you know.  

03.09.00 Existential, philosophical you know, perplexing things. That like I guess we all have to go 

through at some point. Or, or now, I guess, you know? You could choose. Like if you do 

have darkness come, you can also choose to stay in that darkness, right? So I don't know.  

03.09.31 Still makes you think. I’ll always be thinking about this shit, but.  

 

 JW:   I think it might be even harder for parents? 

 

 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Absolutely. 

 

 JW:   There isn’t a term for that. 

 

03.09.52 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Absolutely. And I, and, and I know that now as a parent, you 

know? Like, and I don't even have Emilia that long. You know? But and, and I actually have 

thought about wow, what would my life be like now without Emilia? You know like what if I 
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lost Emilia today? How would I be, you know? And then I say, have I had her long enough 

to, it’s just (?) you know, like I ask myself, have I had her long enough to carry that darkness 

(?) for the rest of my life, that hole in the heart for the rest of my life?  

03.10.35 You know? I mean, I, I don't ever want to answer that question. But I, but I also, I also 

envision like and, and I guess it’s just, I don't know if every parent does it, but no, I’ve talked 

to a few parents, and they do it. You know, like I’m always envisioning like the accidents 

that could possibly happen to her, you know, so I could protect her.  

03.11.06 You know? And is that just a normal, parental instinct, or is that because I’m, because I’ve 

already been touched by such you know, my, my way of controlling things now, so it doesn’t 

happen, something, nothing bad happens. You know, to protect.  

03.11.30 To do what I can to make sure, you know, I don't know. 

 

 JW:   Are you in more control? 

 

03.11.39 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  In some, in some ways, yeah, I think so. God, I don't want any, 

like I was saying before, I don't want any surprises anymore. Well, of course, I like surprises, 

I like good surprise. I don't want any bad surprises anymore. So I’ll probably you know, if 

there’s any way I can manipulate things and (LAUGHS) to prevent, then.  

03.12.02 I think that’s definitely one of the reasons why I chose to have the scheduled C-section. You 

know? For me, it was just a less risk. But I, I. I don't know. I, I’m feeling kind of weird, too, 

like sitting here and not, not being all weepy.  Isn’t that weird?  It’s weird.  

03.12.37 I was like oh, we’re gonna need tissues and all this, and I’d be like I, I don't really need that 

many tissues right now. I’m (LAUGHS) good. I only had one tissue. That’s weird. You 

know? What time is it?  I’m thinking I got to, is it, how, do w have, have we been here two 

hours, yet. (?)  

03.12.57 I got to feed the baby, like those things.  

 

 JW:   What do you think it means? 

 

03.13.06 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  I, I guess it just means that no, there’s definitely been a big 

healing this year. You know, and I felt it last year, too. I, I think the five year anniversary 
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was definitely a milestone, because I felt like, you know, I learned to live, live without Sergio 

for five years. And I created you know, a, a good life for myself in spite of losing him, you 

know? (PAUSE)   

03.13.39 That’s weird. Like I would have never thought that. I guess I did think that. I mean, I, I guess 

I did know in my heart of hearts that I would be, yeah, that I’d be OK when all was said and 

done, you know, 'cos I always wanted to get to this point where I would meet someone and 

fall in love and have a baby. And have a family.  

03.14.00 And, and I’ve done it. I don't think, if I didn't believe that, then I wouldn’t be here right now, 

you know? Or I might be here, just weeping. For the whole interview. But I, no, I always had 

that hope, and I, yeah, and now it’s come, it all came, it all came to fruition. Ain’t that some 

crazy shit? (LAUGHS) It is.  

 

 JW:   How is Delia?  

 

 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Well, now (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   Speaking of a parent? 

 

03.14.37 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Delia, when she first met Emilia, she of course, she, you know, 

she cried. But she is just love. And, and this is aside from the news that we just got with the, 

the cells, the, the in the cancer, the pre-cancerous cells. 'Cos that’s been stressful. For the past 

couple of weeks. But.  

03.15.03 As far as her, you know, kind of moving forward with me, staying in my life and, and all of 

that, she’s been,  she’s been good. We talk still like every other day. You know? Very 

frequently. She’s such a force in my life. You know? And she loves the baby.  

03.15.28 The baby is gonna call her (?). She’s (?). She’s like how’s my granddaughter, you know? 

And. Of course, I mean, now, these, this, this time is, is particularly crunchy for her, you 

know, with the, the anniversary. And she’s stressed because, because of the, the possibility 

that she might have cancer is giving her a lot of stress.  

03.15.59 And she says that, you know, she’s been through so much already, the last thing she wants of 

course is to be sick. Now. You know? This is her time to enjoy her grandchildren and not 
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have to, you know, 'cos she’s moved forward enough, you know? But she still can’t, no she, 

she’s able to be with all of us and Sergio’s friends and everything. There’s some times where 

she can’t.  

03.16.31 This year, they did a, the soccer team had a, their 30th anniversary and they did this big 

benefit dinner. And they had a huge tournament with you know, fire department teams from, 

you know, Europe and, and they did this big benefit. And, for Sergio’s scholarship fund. And 

I wasn’t able to make that because I, it was in May, it happened in May, so I was already in 

my last month of pregnancy, which I felt bad about (?).  

03.17.03 And she said that they honored Sergio so much, like she felt such pride. Like they gave her a 

standing ovation and so I think she got to the point where, where she’s obviously accepted 

Sergio isn’t here. You know? And now she can see Sergio for the hero that he was.  

03.17.29 And that she’s very proud of him. In that respect. I think, though, that his birthday, all of 

these dates are always gonna be a very tender time for her.  

 

 JW:   The baby shower was hard for her? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.17.56 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Because I know, I know how conflicted she was. 'Cos I know she 

was happy for me. But I know also that it meant you know, that it wasn’t Sergio’s baby I was 

having. You know, it was just an, an extra, another reminder that he’s not here. And the fact 

that she was there for that, in spite of that pain, I mean, that meant everything to me, you 

know? And that’s what a remarkable woman she is. Like she is selfless enough, you know, to 

still be present for me, and wish me well, you know, even when she met Emilia for the first 

time.  

03.18.43 You know, and she cried and she (?) you know, I’m so happy for you. And through tears, and 

I said I know you are. I know. But I also know the pain of you know, and also because you 

know, when Sergio and I had talked about having babies, like you know, everyone knew that 

he always wanted to have a little girl first.  
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03.19.02 So it’s. that was a little. That was a little (?). You know? But she’s, she’s, I love her. And I 

love that, you know, I love that she (?) you know, so present in my life and that she hangs out 

with my mom in Florida, you know? She’s just.  

03.19.30 She’s, she’s amazing. Marisol, too, you know, and Steven. The next thing, Steven got 

engaged recently to a really beautiful girl. Noel. And they decided that they wanted to do a 

really intimate wedding in Italy, just family. And the fact that they are including me, Ray and 

Emilia, that really like.  

03.20.02 That really touched me. And part of me was like, you know, I, I wanted to tell Steven, you 

know, if that’s awkward, if, if it’s at all gonna be awkward for him, you know? That he 

doesn’t have to feel obligated to follow through on that, you know? And I talked to Marisol 

about it and she’s like he doesn’t feel awkward.  

03.20.29 He wouldn’t have invited you. (LAUGHS) if he did. And I was like you’re right. (LAUGHS) 

Like I always still think about that, that, I guess, I, I will always be conscientious, I (?) or I’ll 

always see that little side of it. I’ll wonder, you know? If, if it’s weird, 'cos it’s still, I guess 

it’s weird to me. Even though at some points it feels completely natural and normal, but it’s, 

there’s still a weirdness about everything, about how everything was able to come together.  

03.21.06 You know?  

 

 JW:   Will that ever become just natural? 

 

03.21.10 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  I don't know. I don't know. And I guess it’s you know, it is what 

it is. I just got to keep, you know, I talk (?) I have, just talk myself through a lot of things, 

you know, 'cos like whenever I get those little bites of, of anxiety about you know, this is 

weird.  

03.21.38 You know? It’s, yeah, it is kind of weird, but it’s also not. (LAUGHS) You know?  So.  

Crazy. (LAUGHS)  

 

 JW:   Anything else? 
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03.21.58 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  I guess the reading with Elaine was pretty interesting. Which you 

have to call her, she told me you need to call her 'cos she got another something. Anyway. 

Reading with Elaine (~JW~)    

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.22.51 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  (MID-STATEMENT) Yeah, that. I went to a reading with Elaine 

the day before I was gonna give birth, and it was on the anniversary of Sergio’s memorial 

service. And yeah, I still needed to do a little check-in. I need to, you know, make sure that 

Sergio’s around, Big Daddy’s around, because this is, you know, a big deal. Giving birth to a 

whole new person. And the fact that he came through, what was most profound to me in the 

reading wasn’t that, you know, he was talking about Emilia.  

03.23.29 It was that he said he had Ray’s back. You know? Like to think that he’s like watching over 

Ray, so that Ray can, you know, Ray as a new dad, like that he has somebody who’s got his 

back. Somebody like Sergio. That just. That seems to again so selfless, you know?  

03.24.04 'Cos I don’t know. For me if I were on the other side, if it was me, if I would (LAUGHS) be 

able to be that you know, supportive. Like of course I would, I’m sure I would. You know, 

but that, that moved me. That he’s still, like he wants Ray to, you know, like that Ray’s there 

to, to, he’s protecting Ray, knowing that Ray’s protecting me.  

03.24.35 You know? That’s nice. I (?) probably would love to do another reading, too, now that I think 

about it. But I’ll wait 'til my birthday next year, 'cos I want to see if he still hangs around now 

that you know, I’m sure he does.  

03.25.01 Make sure he’s still hanging tough. Actually you know, I did have a moment when I was 

with Emilia. It was one of her late night feedings, early on. And I was, and I was you know, 

just looking at her, and she’s looking like at me. She’s really looking at me. And I’m, you 

know talking to her and I’m promising her that I was gonna do, be the, do the best I can to 

make sure she has a good life and, and all of this things.  

03.25.30 And I really had felt like Sergio’s presence there, you know? I just, I just felt like he was 

there, also. Like that he was watching over. And that made me cry and probably Emilia’s like 

what are you crying for, Mom (LAUGHS). You know, like that, that yeah. I’ll always, I’ll 

always, I’ll always wonder.  
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 JW:   It feels like she’s kind of a bond or glue? Especially with Delia? 

 

03.26.26 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Yeah, and I think about (~JW~)    

 

 JW:   (?) like she’s a part of this moving forward process? 

 

03.26.46 TANYA VILLANUEVA:   Huge part of it. 'Cos she’s a new life. It’s a new, she’s a, she’s a, 

she’s a new life, literally, you know? And then for me, she represents, you know, a new part 

of my life.  

03.27.04 That, and. You know, I just, I can only hope you know, that I’m the best, best I can be for 

her. You know?  That I could teach her to be the best that she can be. You know? And I think 

she’s pretty lucky (LAUGHS).   

03.27.35 She was born in the year of the Golden Pig. You know? That comes around like once  

 every 600,000 years or something. And she’s got how many grandmothers? You know, 

between mine and Ray’s moms, and Delia, and how many aunts and uncles, and Elaine is 

also one of her grandmas, Nona.  

03.28.02 She’s her Italian grandmother. You know, she’s, she’s pretty lucky kid. So. And she’s just, 

she’s just sunshine, she really is, you know? And it’s amazing how. She’s (?) motherhood is 

amazing, I think.  

03.28.32 Like you know, when you, you see that you created a whole other person, you know? 

Parenthood, I should say. But motherhood in particular, because obviously I can only talk 

from my, but the fact that like I, right now, give her everything that she needs, you know, 

with, with nursing her and all of that, like that the body like what a miracle.  

03.29.06 You know?  I, I’m (?) amazed by that, and then, and then of course, I think about Delia. And 

what it must have been like for her, 'cos I, I mean, when she talks about Sergio, a lot of the 

time she talks about Sergio as a baby, you know? Like that he was the most beautiful baby, 

that he was an angel.  

03.29.29 That you know, that, and I remember I think about that with, with how I feel about Emilia. 

And then going back to that question of like what would it be like if I lost Emilia, oh, my 

god, I can’t even think that shit, that’s crazy. You know?   
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03.29.58 But she’s, she’s sunshine. She’s, I’m looking forward to just watching her grow and I love 

like her little firsts, and, and I love her smile and, and I love that like you know, (?) her 4:35 

AM feeding, I’m trying not to look her in the eyes, 'cos I don't want her to wake up, wake up. 

So she can go back to sleep. But if I accidentally lock eyes with her, she smiles, (LAUGHS) 

you know? Even though it’s like really dim and I could see that she just cracks me up. You 

know, I just, I just love that.  

03.30.33 Like that, that feeling in the morning where you, and you see her smiling and she’s smiling 

because she sees you. And that makes me smile because I see you smiling, because oh, 

there’s nothing that compares to that. It’s like pure joy. Like she’s happy. It’s a whole new 

day, and you’re here, Mom. And I’m happy 'cos you’re here, Emilia, you know?  

03.30.57 Then of course, Ray, and to see, you know, waking up and I have Ray and it’s, to see Ray 

and her together, and, and it’s really. I, I say sublime. It’s sublime. Just sublime time. And I 

just hope she’s as easy a teenager as she is a baby. And I’m like checking my karma, you 

know, like shit. I was kind of crazy when I was a teenager.  

03.31.28 I hope, I hope she doesn’t do some of the shit that I did (LAUGHS). You know? Like all 

those things, I guess you start, you think about.  

 

 JW:   Thank you. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.32.01 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  (MID-STATEMENT) Tomorrow’s gonna be a little weird, I have 

to say, because I also like you know (~ovlp~)  

 

 JW:   Where are you going tomorrow? 

 

03.32.10 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Tomorrow we’re going to the firehouse. We’re going to 132.  

And so I’m gonna bring Ray. I mean, Ray’s met all of our friends and family. But now to 

bring Ray into the firehouse. That’s a little weird. You know? I, I’m wondering how that’s, 

the guys from the firehouse are fantastic.  
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03.32.34 You know? They’re, they’re great. They, they you know, I regularly in touch, you know? But 

I still feel like it might be weird, because they know me because of Sergio, you know, and 

now here I am with another husband and a baby. And how that’s gonna be for them 

tomorrow, and all, and the other families too, even though the families when I saw them at 

the anniversary last year, so the parents.  

03.33.07 They were all so happy for me, you know? It’s still weird, it’s weird. Because we were bound 

and we were united in, in grief. You know? And now here’s like I don't know. We’re bound 

by grief and now there’s not that much grief.  

03.33.33 And I, but I know there’s like grief for them. It’s weird. It’s weird. (~JW~)   I don’t know, I 

don't know if I would (?) I don't know how (?) I mean, I’m sure it’s all gonna be fine 

tomorrow. I’m getting myself crazy anxiety about it. But you know, tomorrow’s gonna be a 

heavy day for the parents, right?  

03.33.56 And here, here I am with a new baby. And my husband. And I don't know if that’s gonna be 

like an added salt. I don't know, salt to the wound. 

 

 JW:   Maybe it will be the opposite?  

 

03.34.16 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Maybe it’ll be the opposite. Maybe it’ll be the opposite. Yeah. It 

may very well be the opposite. I know, I’m, I’m crazy. I think I’m always thinking the worst 

there. Mechanism.  

03.34.36 Ok, but yeah, no, we’ll do, we’ll go, we’ll, we’ll be with the guys. 

 

 JW:   When will you go to the firehouse? 

 

03.34.41 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  We’re going probably by around 10 AM. Then tomorrow night 

all of our friends we’re gonna get together at the Argentinean restaurant. Like we do every 

year.  Have a. some sangria, toast to Big Daddy. Ray’s so good. I’m thinking about him 

punching the holes in the poster.  

03.30.05 He’s so good. And that’s it.  

 

 JW:   Thank you. 
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03.35.14 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  Thank you. My baby needs some food. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.35.34 TANYA VILLANUEVA:  No, I used two tissues, my bad. Look at that, you see? Isn’t that 

crazy? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.36.18 END OF TAPE #  TV123 
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