
Transcription by G. Tamblyn      (661) 947-0555 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 

TAPE # TB37, 2006 
Tim Brown 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
02.00.12 PICTURE UP - B ROLL, MEDALS ON TIM'S CHEST 
 
 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
 

 JW:   Do you think they would have understood the journey? 

 

02.00.35 TIM BROWN:  I think so, yeah uh,. All I uh, no, they understand, I mean, they’re inside me, 

they understand my uh, my emotions and (?) you know, what I’ve been through and (?) it’s 

things that I needed to, to go through and it’s, it’s uh, know it hasn’t been (?) necessarily 

happy time personally, uh,. 

 

 JW:  Why? 

 

02.01.02 TIM BROWN:  Just lost you know and (?) not, not continuing uh, the journey in (?) the way 

that I felt I was capable of and that I wanted to continue. Uh, I (?) feel like some events got in 

the way of that and (?) of being able to uh, be effective and make a difference and to uh, fix 

things.  

02.01.37 I, I think they understand but I feel now like uh, we (LAUGHS) are starting to get into a 

position were we will be able to make a difference and, and I have not been in that position 

uh, in a few years. You know, I tried to do it in Rhode Island, didn’t work.  

02.02.00 Uh, I tried to do it in Washington, uh, wasn’t as effective as I thought we could be. Uh, and 

(?) I tried to do it in New York and got the door shut so. Uh, I’m excited again. I think that 

we might be able to be uh, effective and uh, and I’m looking forward to it. 

 

  JW:    Going down into the site, it gave me a distant spiritual feeling that there were souls 

moving around there. 

  

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS) 
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02.02.51 TIM BROWN: Funny you should ask.  I (?) don’t know if I told you this story before. Uh,  I 

think I have but I don’t remember. Uh, the Friday before September 11th , so it was 4 or 5 

days before.  It was a Friday evening after work and I left work uh, 7 World Trade Center, 

and it was a particularly uh, difficult time personally for me because of uh, a relationship.  

02.03.24 And I was feeling very lonely and uh, I went over to the outdoor patio behind the financial 

center that overlooks the Hudson River, and sat by myself and had a beer. And while I was 

sitting there this feeling of, of uh, doom came over me. And I was profoundly scared out of 

my mind, just sitting there by myself.   

02.04.02 There was something else going on around me, and I uh, actually showed physical signs of it 

because I was cold. It was a nice night out and I shivering cold and I was sweating. I, I sweat 

so much actually that uh, my suit was soaked, my shirt was soaked from it. And, and I didn’t 

know what it was it lasted I think 15 minutes, it probably wasn’t that long but.  

02.04.29 Uh, just a really, really scary feeling. And, and it went away and I, I didn’t know what it was. 

And uh, and I kind of put it in, put it behind me and then a few days later September 11th 

happened. And uh, and I, because of the events and the funerals and all that I never really 

thought about that Friday night again for a long, long time.  

02.05.01 And then one day I was down in the area, and that night, that Friday night, just popped back 

into my head, and I said to me holy shit, now I understand. I understand what it was, and I 

knew it was the souls of all my friends, and maybe more people than that, but it was there 

was, there was, there was doom down there before September 11th .  

02.05.30 Uh, and for what ever reason in my heart and in my head I was shown that. Uh. 

 

 JW:  Souls are your friends prior to that day? 

 

02.05.41 TIM BROWN:  The, well it was, well, maybe not the souls of my friends, but uh, death itself 

was there. And you know it might have been the soul of others who had departed uh, who 

were there.  

02.06.00 But, but that, that physical area in (?) our life on this Earth uh, was being swarmed upon. I 

don’t know if I’m making sense. Uh. I had the feeling of death there, death and doom. And it, 

it visited me that, that night it visited me that, that night. It visited me Friday night.   
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02.06.33 Uh, I didn’t associate that with September 11th at the time.  A few years later when, I think I 

was rollerblading down in the area, I remembered the Friday night, and as soon as I 

remembered it, I put the whole thing together and, and I began to understand a little bit more, 

that there was something otherworldly that happened to me that Friday night, that show me a 

glimpse of, of the horrible tragedy that was going to occur.  

02.07.03 Uh. Fast forward now to working with Jet Blue, on one of the West Coast trips. Uh, I had a 

little down time in the, in the back galley of the plane, and one of the uh, pilots uh, who was 

just riding the plane back out to the West Coast came and sat with me. And we, we just 

started talking, I didn’t know who he was, he didn’t know who I was, he didn’t know my 

history.  

02.07.34 And uh, we started talking about spiritual things. Uh, and (?) the conversation led to story 

that I just related to you. And you could see a little smile come on his face, and, and I 

explained to him that I didn’t understand what happened to me, I didn’t understand the whole 

thing, that it was something that I was a little bit in search of,  

02.07.59 Uh, something that would put that uh, into meaningful context for me.  And uh, when I 

stopped telling him he explained to me exactly what happened to me and I didn't. He was put 

there to explain it to me, and it turns out that he uh, is a uh, a student of the Bible. And he’s 

not a, he’s not a real religious (?) person, but he is a student of Bible and the lessons in the 

Bible and the teachings.   

02.08.32 And uh, he explained to me that it was uh, uh, something called spiritual discernment that is, 

is talked about in the Bible. And that it does occur to people. Uh, not a lot, but periodically. 

Uh, and that for whatever reason in a place and time, our souls, my soul was able to discern 

the spirits that were around me.  

02.09.05 Uh, at that moment in time, the spirits around me were, were death. And uh, and he quoted 

the Bible in a couple of places were it talks about spiritual discernment, and he shared with 

me uh, an event that he had in his life, uh, were he experienced it.  

02.09.28 Which had prompted him to, to try to find it in the Bible and to understand it. And uh, so 

Rich was a, was a gift to me uh, on a plane thousands of feet in the air. And uh, and he just 

came back and sat with me and talked with me. And he had, just happened to have his Bible 

with him and he wasn’t, he wasn’t a crazy Bible guy, he was a regular guy. And, and he was 

uh, (?) he taught me, he.  
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02.10.00 So I, I, (~JW~)  

 

JW:    What was his story? 

 

02.10.09 TIM BROWN:  Yeah, his story was with (?) a friend of his who uh, died and how he had 

seen it before, before it happened and, and didn’t understand it at the time. 

 

 JW:  The Jesuits use that word? 

 

 TIM BROWN:  Spiritual Discernment? 

 

  JW:  Jesuits believe in a constant of discernment if you listen to what the world tells you.  I 

could be going through a discernment process, and the fact you’ve brought it up here is 

interesting for me personally.  What moved you down there? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS) 

 

0214.06 TIM BROWN:   Well yeah, well I was uh, you know, my anticipation of going down there 

was uh, one of confrontation, in which I didn’t want because my emotions are very high.  I’m 

on edge right now.  Uh, and I know that, I recognize it. And that didn’t happen.  

02.14.31 I’m grateful for that.  What did happen was the moment on the ramp when we were walking 

up from the reflecting pools back up to uh, the higher level. And we had the moment of 

silence. And it was silent, and the wind picked up and the flags were blowing over our head, 

and I could see my friends in the wind.   

02.15.07 I could see them there with us, and I felt like I was a part of them and they were a part of me.  

And it wasn’t scary, it wasn’t uh, particularly uh, uh, sad. It was, to me, it was an 

acknowledgement that they were there, and they acknowledged that I was there.   

02.15.32 And when the trumpets started playing almost a uh, happy New Orleans tune, uh, at first I 

thought it was out of place, but then I understood it. That it, as much sadness that is there, it’s 

(?) we need to celebrate, too.   
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02.16.04 We need to celebrate the lives of our friends.  We, we need to make them proud. Uh, it was a 

magical moment for me. You know Chris, Chris uh, cried quite a bit at the time, and I didn’t 

feel that emotion in me, and you know, I held him this time.  

02.16.31 You know, it’s always been the other way around for five years, and uh, I felt like I was 

holding him this time. Uh, but it didn’t make me sad. It made me determined, it made me 

proud to be there. Proud to know that I was uh, with my friends you know?  

02.17.00 That, that I knew them, and honored to know that they were proud of me. Uh, I’m not sure 

that I’ve really felt that way before, that they were proud of me.  Uh, and maybe that’s 

because I haven’t been that proud of myself. Uh, but I, I feel like we’re on the same side 

now, we’re on the same wavelength.   

02.17.32 You know, (?) everyone on this Earth that’s on my team, and every body that not on this 

Earth that’s on my team, I feel like we’ve all kind of come into alignment now.  Uh, we are 

one. Uh, for the first time, and I haven’t felt that. It’s been desperate, and I haven’t been 

where uh, where I’ve felt comfortable. I’m not in my stride. I haven’t been in my stride.  

02.18.07 I found it, finally.  Uh, and it’s the very beginning, the very, very beginning, of it and there 

are going to be stumbles, but uh, I’m, I, I’ve found my stride I’ve taken the first step or two. 

And uh, I’m excited about it. I’m motivated. And uh, I’m (?) so grateful to be there.  

02.18.32 It’s been very difficult up to this point. Uh (?) and, and you know I’ve questioned my 

retirement for the first time in the last, you know, in the last year or so, I’ve questioned 

whether I should have retired or not.  I’ve questioned whether I should have, whether I 

should have left OEM uh, uh, because what made me leave OEM was my pride  

02.19.01 And, and, and uh,  I left a job that I loved to do and that I thought was very important uh, 

because of my pride. So. I’ve wondered, you know, was that suppose to be my path and I 

screwed it up? And uh, I feel now like uh, although pride is rarely a (?) an emotion to act up 

uh, I feel it was the right decision.  

02.19.42 And uh, I’m starting to get my pride back. It took a little while. My confidence. Uh, but it, 

you know it’s back. Not all the way, but it’s a lot better than it was.   

02.20.02 My, my confidence, Tim’s confidence in Tim. I (LAUGHS) you know?  I could be full of 

shit, too. Jim, right? (LAUGHS) 

 

 JW:    Do you think you are? 
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02.20.23 TIM BROWN:   I don’t think so. I don’t think so, I’m trying to get better at discerning 

(LAUGH) Uh. I’m trying to be a wiser person. Uh. I need, I need to be a wiser person. I uh. I 

cherish learning about this.  I cherish learning about Tim.  

02.21.02 Uh.  This, there is stuff that’s so much bigger than us or, you know, our (?) time on Earth, 

there’s something much bigger out there, and to be able to be in touch with that and to 

understand it uh, and (?) and to be wise. That’s magical. 

 

 JW:    How do you think you get that? 

 

02.21.36 TIM BROWN:   You made a lot of mistakes, man. You (?) well you know, as you were 

saying before, you listen and you watch, and (?)you try and think. And I admire people that 

can do that. I admire people that can think Uh.  

02.21.58 And most just react all the time, but think, think about it. Learn from it. Uh, continue to make 

better decisions Uh. With always, always, always, with love in your heart. Uh, and try not to 

hurt other people, try to help other people.  Unless other people need to be hurt, you know? 

Uh, bad people need to be hurt.  

02.22.33 Uh, but we (?) need to have an environment here where (?) good children can grow and learn 

and be smart people. Uh. This whole exercise in my life is, is so much bigger than me. Uh, 

and you know, I always believed that, but I believe it so much more now than, than maybe 

ten years ago.  You know what (?) what had. (~JW~)  

02.23.03 Well, you know, because of what I’ve been through. Uh. You know, I’m (?) alive and 

healthy for a reason.  I’m, I’m blessed, I mean, I, I’m one of very few people that was, was 

able to, to walk away from that, from the collapse and the attack. And uh, and to walk away 

healthy. Uh,  a lot of my friends uh,  have been sick.  

02.23.30 You know,  I just (?) I just today found out about Lee (Iaupia?) I didn’t even know.  Uh, but 

I’m and (?) you know, I need to be out, out there leading the charge and helping to lead the 

charge, and saying what the right thing is and uh, and supporting those people that are (?) 

doing good work.   

 

 JW:  What scares you? 
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02.24.03 TIM BROWN:   What scares me the most is that I’ll screw it up.  That’s what scares me the 

most. Uh. But I think and I hope that as long as I. 

 

 JW:  Is that failure?  

 

 TIM BROWN:   If I screwed up. 

 

 JW:   (?)  

 

02.24.28 TIM BROWN:   That’s just being a dope (LAUGHS). Yeah, sure that's failure, I mean that’s 

yeah. That’s uh, I mean, (?)  what’s the point? What, what’s the point of my life (?) if I can’t 

lead and be effective and (?) teach from my experience?  I mean something has (?) there have 

to be lessons out of this you know?  Big lessons. Big, big lessons.   

02.24.57 We, we have to uh, we have to correct things. I mean, you know Pearl Harbor, I’m sure that 

there were uh, military folks who uh, and other folks, political folks that, that said holy shit, 

what did we do wrong, you know?  How did this happen? How did this happen? What’s 

happened to us, that, that we were not able to see this coming, you know?  We need to be 

able to see this coming.  We  (?) uh,  you know, we made some uh,  terrible mistakes over the 

years.   

02.25.33 We, we didn’t listen. We (?) didn’t stay with the times, we didn’t uh.  We listened to the 

wrong voices, we listened to the wrong leaders, we made bad decisions.  We, we’re making 

bad decisions now. I mean we’re sending money to, to places for Homeland security that (?) 

it’s ridiculous.  And uh. I mean, we’re doing, we’re doing so much better, but there’s just so 

far to go.  

02.26.04 Uh. And (?) all that I can do is get in the game and (?) try and be a voice that’s heard and 

respected and uh, make, maybe make some effective policy change.  Uh. I (?) know what the 

fire service needs.  I know what the emergency management needs.   

02.26.31 I know some of what home land security needs, uh,  although I’m not a law (?) enforcement 

person. I, I know a lot of the problems that are going on there Uh. I know we’re not talking.  

I know the fire, local fire chiefs aren’t getting the uh, information they need to be getting. 
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You know?  Local law enforcement is getting some, but you know, they need to get a lot 

more.  You know, New York State just recently began uh, you know, from what I understand 

is some pretty effective information sharing from the Federal level all the way to the local 

level.   

02.27.05 Where, where the local cop on the beat actually knows what’s going on in this town. Imagine 

that. Or the information that he has goes back up the chain.  You know, we uh, we’ve got to 

break through that stuff, we have to talk.  I mean that’s why uh, the Police Commissioner has 

uh, New York City Police Detectives uh, (?) in ten different countries.  

02.27.29 ‘Cos this system is broken. You know? The CIA and the FBI, the federal guys are suppose to 

tell the state guys, the state guys are suppose to talk to the local guys; it’s not happening. It’s 

not happening. Forget about the fire service, they’re you know, the fire service is way out of 

the loop, you know?  We (?) need to, you know, and you know it’s not just that. It’s, you 

know the hospitals need to know what the hospitals need to know. The, the uh, (?) EMS and 

the Health Department, they need to know.   

02.28.00 I mean, we did that in New York, we did a great job of communicating among each other 

under, (?) under Mayor Giuliani’s Office of Emergency Management.  It was a wonderful 

model, and uh, if we can bring that on a national level and really talk to each other, and put 

everybody on a (?) on a level playing field, uh, and use the experts in the health department 

to teach us about chemical and biological uh, uh, effects on human beings.   

02.28.30 Imagine that (LAUGHS) you know? Get our DOT, the federal DOT to work with, within the 

Emergency Management framework. We need them; they have tremendous resources. They 

should have been certainly involved heavily in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.  They have 

tremendous resources. Didn’t use them effectively, because of the silos. We need to knock 

those silos down. Uh.   

02.29.04 I know what needs to be done. I had some great teachers. Uh. We’ll see. Gonna try. Yeah,  if 

this doesn’t work out I’ll go weave baskets somewhere or something. You know, here I go 

again thinking I know uh, thinking I know what my path is.  

02.29.31 You know,  I might be wrong. 

 

 JW:    Would you be willing to accept that? 
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02.29.37 TIM BROWN:   Don’t have a choice, right?  Don’t have a choice. I have to.  I didn’t want to 

accept the things uh, you know, the events of the past five years.  I won’t accept that Terry 

never knew his daughter, you know?  I don't want to accept the fact that we had to bring 

Jerry (Deuane’s?)body back to his family.   

02.30.04 How messed up is that? Messed up. Uh. I don’t want to accept the fact that my friends are 

sick. Every time they go back to Slone Kettering, they cut out another piece of their lung, you 

know? Uh.   

02.30.36 This is what we’re dealt.  Uh. (LAUGHS) You get lemons, you make lemonade, you know? 

But shit, let’s make some good lemonade, right? Uh.  

02.30.59 But let’s, let’s do good things. This is a great country. Uh. A (?) lot of people died to uh, to 

give us this freedom that we have. Over (?) you know, over time and (?) I’m not gonna 

dishonor them.  I’m not gonna dishonor my friends.  Uh.  

02.31.33 You know, they just released uh, some more tapes of the uh, uh, firemen calling the fire 

department dispatcher. Patty Brown was one of them. And uh, you know, his last recorded 

words were I’m going up.  

02.32.00 After he was told to go down. No. I’m going up.  Simple, powerful, brave words.  He knew 

he was climbing the stairs to heaven, he wasn’t climbing the stairs to the 82nd floor. He knew 

where he was going to.  He wasn’t gonna let Terry die up there alone.   

02.32.32 Or anyone else.  Those were some brave men.  And you know, those are just two of the guys 

I knew. Uh, you know, there’s a lot of other guys up there that I didn't know.  This I mean, 

this stuff is uh, this is wow.   

02.33.04 It’s uh, it boggles your mind to think of the bravery of these people. 

 

 JW:  Do you wish you’d gone up?  

 

02.33.17 TIM BROWN: Well, I’ll tell you, you know, you think about that. Uh. (~JW~) Sure, yeah, I 

think about it a lot. I think the only reason I didn't, I did not go up, well, certainly my job was 

in the lobby, and I take that very seriously.  

02.33.35 Was important for the mission for me to carry out my job. 

 

 JW:  Which was? 
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02.33.42 TIM BROWN: Which was to stay in the lobby and coordinate the command post. Uh, you 

know, first, first in Tower One and then after Tower One got hit, to do it in Tower Two. 

Which I did. And, and I worked with the chiefs there uh, and got them some of the resources 

that they needed very badly.  

02.34.00 Uh.  I had three portable radios with me. I had the uh, fire department radio in my, this 

pocket, in the back left pocket. I had the police radio in my back right pocket. And I had the 

OEM radio, which was my job, in my hand. So there was so much going on there that the 

radio I was listening to, or paying attention to was the OEM radio. And uh, my thought is 

that uh, if, if I had understood what, better the situation we were in, and the gravity of the 

situation we were in, or if (~JW~)  

 

 JW:  What did you understand the situation to be? 

 

02.34.45 TIM BROWN: Well, that (?) our mission was to uh, I mean, I was very focused on the 

mission and the mission was to save civilians. Uh. And to get as many civilians out alive as, 

as we could.  

02.35.00 Uh, my job in that was to support the command post. Uh. If I, I guess if I had had it in my 

mind, if I had understood it as well as Terry Hatton, I, I probably wouldn’t have let him go 

up those stairs, if I could have anything to do with it.   

02.35.32 Or I would have been listening more carefully on the fire department radio. Now, if I had 

listened to the fire department radio, and if I had heard Patty or Terry or anyone in trouble, I 

would have been up those stairs as fast as I could go.   

02.35.58 Sometimes I’m angry and disappointed at myself for not paying more attention to the fire 

department radio.  Uh. Which certainly would have resulted in me going up the stairs.  If, if I 

was in Patrick’s position, hearing Terry call for help, uh, I, I would have been at his side.  

02.36.39 The radio I did hear, you know, after the collapse of Tower Two was uh, my boss calling for 

help. And, and that’s where I went. That was my behavior. Uh.  So I have no doubt that, that 

I would have been heading upstairs.   

02.37.02 Had, had I heard Terry or Patrick, or anyone else, you know, calling for help. But it wasn’t 

meant for me to hear, I guess. I mean, I’m only finding out now, almost five years later, of, 
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of Patty’s phone call. Uh. And also within the last year of, of uh, an ear witness who heard 

Terry calling maydays for help, up on the 82nd floor; I didn't know that until just, you know, a 

few months ago. 

 

 JW:  What happened? 

 

02.37.34 TIM BROWN: Oh. I mean, a lot of emotions. First that uh, how, how proud I am of him. Uh, 

that they were, that they made it up there, and they were doing their, their job.  

02.38.05 And Terry was leading his company. Uh. And how much it hurts to know that they were in 

trouble up there, early on. Uh.  

02.38.35 Shit, man, he was professional right up to the last minute. Uh.  Saving lives and protecting 

the other men. And that’s why I’m so proud to wear this badge.  Uh.  

02.39.08 You know, Terry’s not the only one, there’s a lot of guys. And there’s a lot of guys uh, for a 

long history of the New York City Fire Department that behaved like that, and gave their 

lives uh, for their (?) fellow human being, for people they don't know.   

02.39.44 Shit man, that makes me proud. Yeah. They make me proud. (PAUSE)   

 

 JW:  They were professional up to the end; do you doubt that you were, too? 

 

02.40.24 TIM BROWN:  That I wasn’t professional? Good question. (PAUSE)  Uh. (?) No, I, I think, 

I know I was professional right up to uh, being uh, trapped in the collapse.   

02.41.07 At that point, I needed to survive. When (?) the building was collapsing on me, I (?) was 

100% sure I was a dead man.  Uh, and I was just waiting to be crushed, and to see what it 

was like on the other side.  

02.41.36 When I realized I was still alive, the fright-flight kicked in and I, I just wanted to get out 

alive, and I wanted to lead the people I was with around me out. 

 

 JW:  That instinct haunt you? 
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02.41.58 TIM BROWN: Uh.  I, I don't know, I don't know that it haunts me. I, I think uh, 

intellectually, I think that the only way I can help people is to be alive to do it.  So I don't 

think it’s a bad thing. Uh. 

 

 JW:  It’s not a judgment. It’s like there's a layer underneath the emotion. 

 

02.42.45 TIM BROWN: Yeah, I mean, the, the guilt of (?) (LAUGHS).  You know, the, the first thing 

Beth said to me when I saw her was, what are you doing here? Go get him. Why are you 

here?   

02.43.01 Terry’s down there, go get him. You know, I, I feel, I, I can’t. I can’t go get him.  We (?) 

haven’t figured out how to go to the other side and bring people back. I, I can’t go get him.  I 

wish I knew, I wish I knew before. I didn't know.  I wish we all knew.  

02.43.35 I mean, I guess, you know, when we put our hands up and say I, I swear to be a New York 

City fireman, you’re taking that risk. (?) whether you die in a, in a basement in the South 

Bronx uh, or, of you die on the 82nd floor of, of the worst terrorist attack ever hit this country.  

02.43.59 You’re saying I, I’m willing to do that. Uh. Tim Brown was, and still is willing to do that. To 

make this place uh, a better place to live for all of us.  Uh, I mean, it didn't happen to me. 

I’m, I’m so sad that it happened to my friends.  

02.44.36 Uh. If, if I was in Rescue 3 still or Rescue 1 or the First (?) engine or 132 Truck in Brooklyn, 

you know, I would have been up those stairs. In (?)  

 

 JW:  Terry had a different job from you? 

 

02.44.57 TIM BROWN: He absolutely had a different job. 

 

 JW:  That was his job, to go upstairs? 

 

02.45.01 TIM BROWN: And he knew it and I knew it, and (?) Patrick and all those guys. I mean, that 

was their job, to do that. Not, not my job to do it. Uh, you know, but then you get beyond that 

and you say screw the job, your friend was up there, you know? Take your mayor’s office 

jacket off and go get your friend. But that’s, no, that’s not how we work.  
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02.45.29 We, we’re uh, we’re a semi-military organization, you know? The fire department, the police 

department, you, you do your job. Every, and (?) if you don't do your own job, then you let 

other people down. And, and uh, you know, (?) you’re like uh, my job was to help the chiefs 

that were helping the firemen upstairs. That were helping the people.  

02.45.56 I mean, that’s how we work. There’s, there’s an order to our chaos. Now, if I had heard 

Terry’s voice, or Patty’s voice, you know, what would I have thrown down my jacket and 

gone upstairs? Of course. Of course, I would. 

 

 JW:  Is there a version where you could be derelict of duty? 

 

 TIM BROWN: Oh, yeah, sure. 

 

 JW:  Would you have been called on the carpet if you had gone up to get him? 

 

02.46.34 TIM BROWN: Sure, sure. I mean, in, in the first uh, World Trade Center attack, I was off 

duty, but I was down there within about you know, 20 minutes or 30 minutes of it happening. 

And, and I did go up. I, I went 110 stories uh, searching the stairwells, searching the floors. 

And I was one of the guys, better guys in the fire department that were in shape.  

02.46.58 And (?) in rescue company and (?) you know, trusted by the chiefs. And, and so myself and 4 

or 5 other guys went all the way up the stairs in search for people, to make sure. Uh, so in ’93 

I did it, you know, it, that was, that was my position; in (?) 2001 that was not my position.  

Uh. And by doing my job with OEM uh, you know, hopefully we were able to uh, to help.  

02.47.32 Uh, (?) a good example of that is uh, you know, the people that were trapped in the elevator 

uh, car. And, and uh, it wasn’t my job to help those people. At the time (LAUGHS) I was the 

only person that could help them. Uh, or had some sense of what needed to be done until the 

firemen showed up, until Mike and the guys from 4 Truck showed up.  

02.47.56 Uh, I, I need to move on from that particular rescue, because there are so many other things 

going on that I need to be uh, helpful with uh, in a managerial uh, kind of way. My job, 

support the command posts. Support the chief. The chief has other chiefs, and then those 

chiefs have captains and lieutenants, and those captains and lieutenants have firefighters. And 
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that, those are the guys that are doing the real work. But I needed to be you know, here, 

supporting them and getting them the resources they need.  

02.48.30 You know, people in the lobby of Tower 2 uh, needed help. You know, the lobby was 

crammed with people that were hurt. And those, you know, that was backing up the 

stairwells. And, and so we needed to get EMS in to get those people out, that’s what I did. 

Uh. That’s what I was doing when the, Tower Two came down. Unfortunately we didn't have 

the time to, to get, get it done.  

02.49.00 I mean, I (?) was five seconds away from being inside the lobby of that tower. You know? 

From here to there, those guys died. I lived. A few feet difference. Uh. I (?) wish I could have 

done more to help Terry and Patrick.  

02.49.28 And (?) all the other guys. I wish I could have. Just like every, every firefighter that was 

there, from the probie to the chief that’s still alive today, everybody wishes they could have 

done more.  Not our call. You know? God took who he wanted.  

02.50.04 Just got to figure out why I didn't go. You know, why did I stay and they went? And (?) 

what’s Tim gonna do about that?  You know? When you’re laying on your death bed or 

(LAUGHS) you’re standing at the gates, and someone said uh, what’d you do with your life? 

Well, I don't know.  What did you do with your life?   

02.50.47 Did you leave it better than you came into it? Did you help people, did you love?  Did you 

set a good example. Terry Hatton can say yes to all of those.  

02.51.07 Patty Brown can say yes to all those. I want to make sure that Tim Brown can say yes to all 

those questions. And this is a list of accomplishments. This is how we improved things, this 

is how we loved.  And laughed, and set a good example.  What’s more important than that?   

02.51.36 Nothing, I don't think. You know, I’m gonna love Beth and Tanya and Terry as much as I 

can. 

 

02.51.59 END OF TAPE #  TB37 

 
TAPE # TB38, 2006 
Tim Brown 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
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03.00.07 PICTURE UP  

 

03.00.12 TIM BROWN:  You know, what, what’s important (LAUGHS). You know, uh, I need to do 

important things. I need to do uh, things that mean something.  

03.00.31 To me, and to those around me.  There’s something bigger going on here and uh, you know, 

we, we talked about discernment before, I’m trying to listen to it.  My brother sees it, I see it.  

We’re in uh, a period in this country that’s uh, going to be difficult.  

03.01.04 Uh. And we are at its, we are in a position uh, to participate in that.  To prevent some things 

from happening, hopefully. And if we’re unable to prevent them, to uh, minimize the impact 

as much as we can.  Uh. I stand ready to take that on now.  

 

 JW:  Do you believe what you’re saying? 

 

03.01.48 TIM BROWN: I don't know, I’m trying to, I’m trying.  It’s challenging.  Uh. Payback the 

tape, no (LAUGHS). (?) I don't, you know, I (?) don't know.  

03.02.15 I uh, I, I need to be (?) confident with it. I need to uh, who’s gonna do it?   

03.02.30 Who, who’s gonna do it better than we are?  I look (?) at the people on my new team and, 

and the experience that they have and the things they’ve been through and uh, it, if, if we 

can’t get in there and, at least if we don't know the answers personally, or know the direction 

personally, we certainly know the people that do.  

03.03.00 There’s nobody more experienced in this country at emergency management, or rescue than, 

than our, our family.  There’s nobody better than that. There (?) are people uh, you know if I 

don't know the answer, there are people that I can reach out to. That, that will know the 

answer and that have been there.  Who better than us to do tat, you know?  

03.03.31 There was some, there was some good people uh, fighting the good fight in our federal 

government. Uh. That, that weren’t listened to. Some good Americans that saw this 

happening. And uh, because of turf wars, personalities, and egos, nobody listened to them.   

03.04.04 We need people in power that have ears. And it’s, we need people in government who it’s 

not their, about their own personal agenda, you know?  People that are humble.  I don't know. 

03.04.32 Sometimes I’m full of shit. Right? 
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 JW:  Huge expectations and goals? 

 

 TIM BROWN: But they’re not real. (LAUGHS) Or they’re not realistic. 

 

 JW:  (?)  

 

03.05.02 TIM BROWN: I don't know, either, I don't know either. 

 

 JW:  Do you ever think you’re dreaming?  

 

03.05.40 TIM BROWN: This whole thing’s a dream. 

 

 JW:  But it’s not saying that it’s wrong. 

 

03.05.54 TIM BROWN: I mean, this whole thing is a dream. It’s like life is a dream, you know, it’s, 

it’s uh.  Nine-eleven was a dream, it was a horrible dream.  Uh. Sometimes, you know, I (?) 

look at (LAUGHS)  

03.06.29 I look at some of the people that make decisions for us and I just scratch my head. And, and 

then, and then I look at the people that, that I’ve known and that I’ve been surrounded with, 

and people I know uh, now, and, and these people are so much more competent.  So much 

smarter, so much more experienced than the people that are, that have been our leaders in, in 

my lifetime. 

 

 JW:  Are you worried that Giuliani will disappoint you?  

 

03.07.10 TIM BROWN: Yeah, but he’s human about it. Sure. He’s gonna disappoint me, he’s gonna 

disappoint me. I mean, he, he has already, he’s disappointed me in, in uh, in (?) you know, a 

few things. And he (?) but he’s the first guy that’ll tell you, you know, uh, maybe I made a 

mistake there or you know, we made a mistake. Uh.  
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03.07.36 He’s not full of shit. He’s real. And (?) I think he genuinely is trying to make the best 

decision.  We all make mistakes, we all disappoint. And (?) you know, I think that idealism 

has been uh, you know, when you’re younger, you were sort of more ideal, and I’m not 

certainly not as ideal as I once was.   

03.08.07 But if we can move the ball forward in the right direction, uh, I think we have a great 

opportunity to do it. I think I can be a part of that. Uh.  

03.08.28 I think uh, I think there are some great people. I think he is picking a great team and uh, I 

want to be a part of it. And uh, hope that I can contribute to it. Maybe I’ll just wind up on a 

beach somewhere for the next 30 or 40 years. I don't know. Uh.  

03.08.57 But I’m gonna go out of it saying I tried.  Tried to do the right thing. (LAUGHS) It comes 

right back to it, FDNY motto: Do the right thing. It’s just that simple. Yeah. 

 

 JW:  What’s the biggest realization you’ve had in the last five years? 

 

03.09.33 TIM BROWN: That I have a lot to learn. 

 

 JW:  About?  

 

03.09.44 TIM BROWN: About myself.  About my life. And about the world.  Uh. I have a lot to learn 

from people, from other people.   

03.10.10 And I’m trying to keep my ears open, you know?  That I also have to uh, stand up, and it’s 

something that my closest confidants probably think is one of my greatest faults is that I, I 

don’t give myself enough credit for the things I’ve been through.  

03.10.43 For the experience that I have, and, and, and that I need to see myself in a better (?).  

03.10.59 I have to put myself in a better context than I have, because my humility uh, cheats me.  And 

that I have a lot to give.  I have a lot of experience to share and that my experience would 

leave to better decision making if given the opportunity, in general, in the government.   

03.11.37 Uh.  It’s (?) it’s kind of with reluctance that some people, including me, are put in this 

position.  

03.11.57 Uh, such as what I spoke about Joey Downey before.  He’s a good (~JW~)  example 
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 JW:  Have you done everything that you wanted, though it’s happening quickly? 

 

03.12.09 TIM BROWN:  Yeah, sure (?) sure, sure it’s (~JW~) it is exciting and (?) and it’s something 

that I uh, want to do, yeah, sure. I mean to be in a position in a (?) in a high-level decision 

making position, especially a position that will uh, have impact on peoples lives.  

03.12.36 Yeah that’s what I’m good at. Uh, I think.  I think I need to learn a little bit more about 

leadership, you know.  When (?) when, you’re forced into leadership even with a lot of 

experience you make mistakes when you’re forced into it, too early.   

03.13.01 Uh, but we need to accept that role and do the very best we can.  Uh, we’re going to make 

mistakes and hope they aren’t too uh, impact-ful on others.  Uh, but we need to be excepting 

of, (?) that Uh, challenge.   

03.13.33 It, (?) it would be nice to, just to make small steps and to learn at each level. Uh, but I not 

sure that we have that, uh, option now. We need, we need good people in decision making 

positions policy making decisions, and we need to be able to talk with uh, people that make 

laws.  

03.14.03 We need to be able to talk with the (?) judicial side, we need to be able to, you know reason 

with the executive branch we, (?) we you know intelligently. I mean the (?) who, who, who 

are people gonna to, they’re gonna listen to, they’re gonna listen to someone who’s been 

through it, I hope.  Uh, all, (?) all I can do is speak honestly and,  and uh, and give my 

opinion and, and listen.   

03.14.39 Listen to people that have been there, you know, people that have something really valuable 

to say. People that we don’t listen to.  Why don’t we listen to them, these people have been 

there, we need to listen.   

03.15.00 Did I answer?  I don’t know. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

 JW:  What about when you came here from Rhode Island, which is in part due to what 

happened there in your apartment. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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03.15.36 TIM BROWN:  Uh, that was just the excuse (LAUGHS) yeah true, but I (?) I mean it was 

just a moment in time, another low point you know.  Uh,. 

 

 JW:  What was the other reason? 

 

03.15.47 TIM BROWN:   Well, (?) there were a few actually, uh, things (?) things were not going well 

in the Governors Office for me. Uh. I (?) had accomplished the mission or the task that the 

Governor had given me and (?) evaluating the emergency management of Homeland Security 

in that state.   

03.16.06 Uh, we produced two independent reports, uh, uh, both from uh, both contractors of the 

Federal Government, experts in the field.  Uh, and I thought the products they came back 

with were thorough and uh, accurate.   

03.16.27 Uh, and uh, a decision was made at a very high level that uh, that wasn’t a challenge, the (?) 

changes that the report recommended were not a challenge (?) that we wanted to, to take on.  

Which was a huge disappointment to me.  Uh, it was a political decision. Uh, that went 

against what I believe in, because I believe that Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management in a state have impact on peoples’ lives directly and uh, to have,  and to decide 

not to do anything about it because it’s politically uh, untenable. I don’t accept that.   

03.17.20 Uh, it was a big challenge that, you know,  a big obstacle and, and I felt the wrong decision 

was made. Uh, I felt that we didn’t take on the problem, and it was very frustrating uh, for 

me to sit in my office, knowing nothing is being done and we’re just going to wait and see 

what happens. It’s not my style. Uh. So yeah, it was very frustrating to me personally and (?)  

you know, for me to sit there after what I’ve been through and get hammered by people I 

have no respect for.   

03.18.05 Uh, because of the lack of action, gave them bravado to do it, uh, you know, it was uh, time 

for me to uh, fold up my tent and go.  And uh, so I just waited until I had my uh, twenty 

years in the Fire Department, and then I was able to retire and then that’s what I did.  So, uh, 

you know, just left quietly.  

03.18.32 And uh. Went to live in Newport, beautiful town which I, I really, really enjoyed living in.  

Uh, it was near my brother, was happy about that.  Uh, but the money got tighter and tighter. 
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Uh, living on a pension and uh, keeping, you know, continuing to trying to get The Bravest 

up to our level where it, it would support us. Uh, you know it just didn’t happen, so uh.  

03.19.06 When, when the apartment got flooded and I lost a lot of my uh, possessions, (?) it was a 

kind of a forced decision.  I mean the, the decision was coming at some point anyhow, it was 

just forced at that time by the flood.  And it (?) was time for me to uh, just come back to New 

York and uh, and uh, regroup.   

03.19.34 And uh, (?) and uh, stop spending money and uh, try and work a little bit more on the website 

and see if we can make it more profitable. So, that’s uh, that was the decision, that’s what I 

did and uh, a little bit of a defeat, personally, uh, lost again.   

03.20.02 Good in some ways, closer to uh, to Beth and Terry, so I was pretty happy about that. But, 

you know, when I got back here I, (?) didn’t have uh, my support network that I use to have, 

you know.  I couldn’t have soup with Terry and talk about things. I couldn’t go up to Central 

Park with Patrick.  I didn’t (?)  have all that uh, and it’s something that uh, has been still 

pretty hard for me to accept. 

03.20.38 That I don’t have that, it makes me angry.  Uh, 

 

 JW:   Angry about what?   

 

03.20.46 TIM BROWN:  Yeah, just angry that my (?) that I don’t have my friends here.  I mean, on 

my counselors, the guys I leaned on, the guys I laughed with. Uh, they were murdered by 

terrorists. 

 

 JW:   So who are you angry at? 

 

03.20.59 TIM BROWN:  With the terrorists.  Yeah, sure. Yeah, they’re murders, you know the guy’s 

still on the loose out there.  We got, (?) some of them but, you know, it took my friends from 

me, my friend didn’t do anything, what’d they do?  They’re good humans, good men, good 

Americans, honest, strong, trustworthy, smart.  

03.21.34 They didn’t do anything to anyone else.  All they did was help people. You know? They (?) 

didn’t (LAUGHS), bring that on, they were victims.  I mean, they were, (?) everybody there, 
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shit.  It’s not just my friends. But, me, personally, you know, I still live every day here 

without them.   

03.22.00 Everyday that I would have wanted to be with them, or I needed to lean on them or, you 

know, let them lean on me.  They’re not there.  So I walk around by myself and think, try and 

figure out in my head.  Pick up the phone, call my brothers, you know?  My friends that 

aren’t here, but I don’t have them here.  I don’t have my male friends here.  I only have 

Michael, George or Dennis or Chris or any of those guys here. So, you know it was hard 

there for a while and uh, and you know without the money coming in it made it more 

difficult.  

03.22.42 And more challenging and more uh, depressing for me.  And uh, and that, (?) I had to do 

something about it.  I had to do something.  I needed income, and (?) and the website just 

wasn’t doing it, it’s still not doing it.   

03.23.02 It’s getting better but it’s, you know, it’s going to take awhile to do, so. Uh, and that’s why I 

took the job as a flight attendant.  I thought it would be fun.  I thought I would meet people, 

uh, make a little money.  Fly around, very out of my character, other than it’s a dealing with 

people job, which I (?) and I actually enjoyed that part of it.  

03.23.25 Uh, but it’s just, it’s not uh, meaningful job to me.  And (?) and because the money was so 

little, it wasn’t worth it to me.  A lot of demand on your time and very little money.  Uh, 

 

JW:  That’s a hard job to do, what was the schedule like? 

 

03.23.48 TIM BROWN:  Yeah, horrendous, fly and sleep that was it.  And you get to eat once in 

awhile.  But you know, uh, the, (?) the moment that I realized that it was not for me and that I 

was going to quit was when uh, Beth and Terry went down to uh, New Jersey to the shore.  

Uh, and I had gone with them last year and got to spent some great time with Terry, running 

around on the board walk, riding on the cars, doing miniature golf. And this year Beth called 

me and I couldn’t go, and it was devastating to me that I couldn’t rearrange my schedule.   

03.24.36 And there’s (LAUGHS) nothing more important to me in my life than being there for Terry 

and, and uh, watching her grow. And being able to do that, you know.  

03.24.57 And I was unable to do it. And you know, it’s (?) just to me, to me, (?) to have that in my life 

is unacceptable.  Uh, and I promised Beth that it won’t happen again.  And that we will go 
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away together and uh, I will spend time with Terry and watch her grow.  And be her uncle 

and love her, and teach her and you know, tell her about her dad.   

03.25.36 Uh, I feel that I am, now I’m with people that understand me better.  'Cos they went through 

it.  And they understand how important Beth and Terry are to me.  Uh. Yeah, it’s been a hard 

year, hard year.   

03.26.01 I uh, in a (?) in a bright side of things, I met uh,  some people uh, that have become my very 

good friends.  That have become my uh, New York family. And, uh, wonderful, warm, 

caring people who uh, who love me, and uh, I haven’t had that (?) here in Manhattan since 

Terry and Patrick and Michael and Dennis all them went away.  

03.26.40 And uh, I am so grateful that I found that, and that they’re in my life. And uh, it’s, (?) a part 

of my life that’s been missing.  

03.27.00 Uh, and it means so much to me to have them, 

 

 JW:   Who are you referring to? 

 

03.27.11 TIM BROWN:  They’re uh, it’s a group of people it’s uh, Debra and (Loranna?) and Laura 

and Matt and uh. I guess uh, that’s the core group, but they have they’re a group of uh, 

Brazilian friends who uh, who I met at a (?) I met Debra in a restaurant uh, where she 

worked, and uh, just you know, got to know her through the restaurant and then they uh, 

reached out to me a little bit and started inviting me to things that they did.   

03.27.49 Uh, to you know, they get together and uh, go over, usually over Loranna and Matt’s house.  

And uh, they started inviting me when they get together like that and they just became my 

friends. You know they don’t know a lot, they know a little bit about my past, you know, uh, 

but they uh, they always think of me.   

03.28.13 They you know, they call Loranna and Debra call or email every, almost every day.  And uh, 

Mathew’s a wonderful guy, uh, who has become my friend.  And uh, I’ve been missing that 

in my life.   

03.28.31 So, uh, there’s (?) you know, I’m. I’ve been yearning for this for awhile.  Uh, to have some 

family here and uh, I feel that I do.  And it’s new, you know, but uh, it’s (?) it’s really, really 

important to me to have them. Uh.  
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03.29.03 Loranna has a, uh, two-year-old boy, Liam, and I’ve become good friends with him you 

know.  And uh. So I have my family here now, that love me and that I love being around, so. 

Things, I mean things are uh, things are better now then they have been in a little while and, 

and it’s gonna, it’s all new, so it’s going to take a little while to sink in and, and to get in my 

stride with all of it. 

03.29.37 But I, (?) I see it, I see it coming together.  And uh, it’s not all there yet, but, you know, the 

career things appear, the career thing appears to be coming together and uh, and I have some 

new friends here and uh. Uh. So it’s been a little bit of a struggle to get to this point, or to 

wait for it, I guess, you know?   

03.30.10 Uh, The Bravest, and you know it continues to evolve it, (?) it. Uh, what we’re learning a lot, 

what we’re financially struggling with the company, but there are a lot of positive signs with 

it.  We needed to a retool uh, what we sell uh, we don’t (LAUGHS).  

03.30.33 Chris and I are firemen, we’re not business men, we never went to school for business. Uh, I 

think we’re smart guys but, you know uh, we (?) it takes us a little (LAUGHS) longer to 

figure things out than, you know, maybe some other people would. Uh, but uh, you know it’s 

still fun I guess, you know, we’re learning.   

03.30.59 We enjoy the challenge we enjoy the competition. Uh, we believe in it deeply. (STOPS)  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

03.31.56 END OF TAPE #  TB38 

 
TAPE # TB39, 2006 
Tim Brown 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
 
04.00.09 PICTURE UP  

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  
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 JW:  It sounds like you been lost and lonely, for the last six months? The word running 

comes to mind? 

 

04.01.42 TIM BROWN:  Yeah sure I feel like that. I don’t want to run.  I’m tired of running.  And (?) 

and I, and I think yeah, I mean I definitely feel like I have been running and uh, and I’m not 

sure if I’m being chased or if I’m running.  

04.01.59 Yeah I guess I feel like I’m being chased a little bit.  Uh,. 

  

 JW:  From what? 

 

04.02.10 TIM BROWN:  Yeah, and I (?) and I know and I don’t know what that is. I don’t know.  I 

mean if, if I had to describe, it would be like a big bear, but I don’t know what that is or what 

that means Uh. You know? Maybe, maybe that day when I ran out of the hotel, that maybe I 

never stopped running really, you know.   

04.02.35 Maybe I’m running away from the hurt. The pain. Uh, the, (?) the personal loss. The fear.  

04.03.02 Yeah, I guess it’s the pain and the fear. 

 

 JW:   Are you looking for the word guilt? 

 

04.03.17 TIM BROWN:  Yeah, uh, that was just in my head and I’m trying. Yeah, the guilt but, I 

don’t, I don’t, I think.   

04.03.33 If, if those are the three that the bear is, then I think the biggest part of that is pain. Uh. I 

think most of it is pain, personal pain. Uh, it makes me feel very old sometimes. I can feel it 

in my face.  

04.04.05 I can feel it in my wrinkles.  Uh, uh.  It makes me tired, tired every day. But I need to pick 

myself up from that and live life, because otherwise, I’ll just lay in bed all day, you know?  

04.04.40 And uh. You know, I’m (?) inspired by other people, that I know have pain similar to mine, 

and maybe worse than mine.  

04.05.00 And to see what they’ve been through and what they’ve lost and uh, and how lucky I am in 

many ways, (?) in many aspects of my life. That I am healthy and that I am able to get up 

every morning, and be of sound mind and body to be productive. And uh, I think that’s one 
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of the reasons that I am so deeply grateful to have new friends to love, and new friends that 

love me.  

04.05.43 Uh. I’m lucky to be able to have that and to be able to experience it. Uh, my, my friends who 

died don’t have that luck, or that ability, at least not here.  And, uh,  you know, I know 

families, uh, I know moms who will never be able to love again, or be loved. It’s just too 

much to bear for them.   

04.06.20 So, I’m (?) lucky to have found these folks. It’s uh, (?) a big relief for me to know that I can 

have this in my life, uh, again.  Uh, and so I (~JW~)  

 

 JW:   Has it happened at all any of the other years? 

 

 TIM BROWN:  No. No 

 

 JW:  You have a core group of friends, they disappear and you say I’m not going to go back 

to that place of trust. 

 

(OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.07.23 TIM BROWN:  I don’t know maybe, but I’m (?) thinking that, that the opportunity and the 

time haven’t been there to, to find people like that. People that I, I  feel that I can be that 

comfortable with people my age, people uh, that, (?) that are understanding and warm and, 

(?) they, you know, take Tim in, warts and all.  

04.07.55 And uh, (?) and.  You know it’s, it’s these, these people are very special to me. Uh, just like 

Terry and Patrick and Father Mike and uh, everyone else were very special to me, and people 

I could,  people I could lean on, personally.  Uh, the, the professional thing is going to be a 

little bit harder to get back, I think, but you know, I had, I had both those things in Terry and 

Patrick.   

04.08.36 I, uh, I could share anything with them personally. Uh, and I had tremendous respect for 

them professionally. I could learn from them and uh, so they were really special, but I feel 

like at least now I’ve got some of the personal uh, friendships back that, that, I had lost.  
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04.09.01 Uh, in very different, very different people, they have nothing to do with my life other than 

we met and, and they’re wonderful people.  Uh, I think that is going to help me stop running, 

at least in that part of my life.  Uh, I’ll have a little more of a base where I can relax, stop 

running, have trust and love.  

04.09.31 Uh, and, and know that if, if I wind up in the hospital this afternoon, that they’re going to 

come see me. You know?  And they’re going to look out for me.  It’s, it’s lonely when you 

don’t have that, you know?  Uh (?) I don’t know about the pain, I mean, the pain is always 

going to be there.  (?)  

04.10.08 The pain is something that I’ll just have to uh, live with and live through, and try to use the 

motivation of pain to uh, do good things.  

04.10.30 Uh, and to be determined in my difficult journey ahead. And it’s not going to be easy to do 

the things I want to do. Uh. But pain is a great motivator.  

04.10.57 Pain of the loss of those you were so close with.  Uh. 

 

 JW:   Does it ever occur to you that the pain will never go away? 

 

04.11.18 TIM BROWN:   That’s (LAUGHS) how a lot of us live our life, right?  Uh. Yeah, I mean the 

pain is uh, the pain’s less frequent, I guess.   

04.11.40 I mean, uh, this (?) year has been difficult. Uh, I mean now uh, around the fifth anniversary.  

But I feel that it impacts me less because, or maybe I run less because I uh, know that I have 

my friends and I know that uh, professionally things are more positive than they were.  

04.12.11 Uh. So it tempers the pain?  I mean today, just being down there for the first time in five 

years uh, I,  I wasn’t the one that got really emotional about it, you know.   

04.12.33 I was ok with it.  Hard stuff, but ok. You know? I did the, the things that I wanted to do, I 

wanted to go to the bedrock, I wanted to see the reflecting pools, I wanted to walk amongst 

my friends’ souls. I wanted to feel the wind and see the blue sky from there.  

04.13.02 Uh, I wanted to hear Tanya say the names of those we lost.  I wanted to hear her talk about 

Sergio.  It’s, it was uh, quite a victory personally for me today. Uh.  

04.13.27 Just to be there and, you know, just for me to be there with my brother. So, so the pain uh, 

you know, I don’t know, I’m always going to cry over the loss of my friends.  I’m never 
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going to forget them.  It’s always going to hurt really, really bad.  It’s always going to make 

me cry. Uh.  

04.14.01 But, you know,  I’m not (?) crying all day long, I’m crying when I talk about it, when I think 

about it.  But there are other things that are positive for me, and uh, and I’m (?) grateful for 

those things.  Uh.  

04.14.29 So I think pain is the big one, as fear and guilt. Guilt over living, you know?  But not too 

much, I don’t think. You know? It might be in there deeper than I realize, too, I don’t know.   

04.14.58 But the running has made me tired, and uh, I want to slow it down to a jog, I hope 

(LAUGHS) you know?  I think I’m getting there. Through something I believe in.  

 

 JW:   Is there fear? 

 

04.15.33 TIM BROWN:  Yeah.  I, (?) I, you know, I, I guess the fear I have is having my friends taken 

from me again.  Certainly starting with my family, you know, my brother is in a (?) 

dangerous job.  

04.16.03 Uh, I fear losing him. You know? And, and you know, maybe, maybe it good for me, it’s (?) 

been very hard for me to uh,  in, in the last two weeks to lose another guy in the fire 

department that I, that I know.   

04.16.27 That’s uh, that’s hard for me to, to stomach.  So from that aspect, I think, being out, outside 

of the fire department and having it less be, be, having it be a little less personal for me is, is 

helpful. Uh. I have some fear of getting sick, because so many other guys have, guys who 

were in the same position as me down there.  

04.17.06 Uh. I’m doing everything I can. I’m, you know, going to the doctor and uh, you know, 

especially having the lungs looked at frequently.  Uh, and so far I’m healthy.  There’s 

nothing wrong uh, with me that they are concerned about. Uh.  

04.17.32 I, I think that something that, that uh, I, I believed that I talked about before when my brother 

grabbed me and took me to the uh, medical tent and had me looked at back probably, I don’t 

know, a few weeks after 9-11 uh, when I was getting very sick then. You know, I don’t know 

what that (LAUGHS) nice young military medic did for me, but I do think that uh, the 

medications he gave me uh, possibly prevented me from getting sick now.  
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04.18.13 Uh. And I grateful to him for the rest of my life for what he did for me.  And, and I’m  

healthy now and I suspect that he uh, had a hand in that.   

04.18.34 Uh. But this remains to be seen, it’s only five years.  Uh, these things take longer than five 

years to show themselves a lot of the time, so. Uh, you know, all I can do is, uh, be 

monitored through the fire department. They’re doing that. Uh.  

04.19.00 Be aware and cognizant of my own body and make sure that uh, if, if (?) something doesn’t 

feel right that I get checked.  Uh. I, I have a lot to do here and I don’t want to get sick and 

leave, just yet.  I believe there are uh, bigger things out there for me, and uh, and I want to 

see those things through, and I want to see Terry grow up. 

 

 JW:  What do you think you’ll be doing in a couple of years? 

 

04.19.32 TIM BROWN:  Well. I guess we’ll have a better idea of uh, of the White House.  I’m not 

sure how things will go, because these things are fickle, but I, I would like to be on the 

winning team and uh, be involved uh, at a high level in decision-making for uh, for my field 

of expertise. So.  

04.20.11 Emergency management uh, fire service, Homeland security. Uh. If things go well, if I do a 

good job, I hope to be in a position that would uh, be helpful to the President and the 

Congress in decision-making. 

04.20.34 And creating, forming laws and policies that help this country uh, work more effectively and 

more efficiency uh, similar to what we did here in New York under uh, Mayor Giuliani. I 

mean, if we can do (LAUGHS) if we can be as effective with the federal government as we 

were with uh, the city government, it’ll revolutionize the way government works, in 

especially in my field.  

04.21.14 Uh, what he was able to do here was no, nothing less than incredible. For the efficiency of, of 

mitigating emergencies and disasters. Uh, and getting agencies to work together.  

04.21.31 Uh, he, he had a tremendous vision. Uh, uh, you know, well, he listened to smart people, he 

listened to Chief Downey, you know, and uh, and in some great folks in, in the police 

department and, and in sanitation and the health department. And uh, you know he 

understood that we needed to do a better job of, of working together, because we don't work 

for ourselves.  
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04.21.59 We work for the people of the city of the New York, or the people of the state of New York, 

or the people of America. You know, if he becomes president uh, he understands that his job 

is to serve Americans. And that they are the ones that put him there. And uh, and, and I’m an 

extension of that, and you know, to, to screw up a disaster is unacceptable.   

04.22.33 To screw up a disaster so bad that it cost people their lives is worse than unacceptable.  We 

(?) did a great job of it here in the city, I think we could do it for the country. I would love to 

be a part of that.  Love to be a part of it.  

04.23.59 Uh.  So we’ll see, do my best to get there. 

 

 JW:  In five years? 

 

04.23.08 TIM BROWN:  Yeah, five years from now. That’s a long time off, but you know, if, if we’re 

uh, if we’re in Washington, I’ll be doing the same thing, you know, 'cos there’s stuff you 

can’t do in two years. You can’t really uh, hardly do it in 8 years. So if I can go there and, 

and uh, be helpful I would love to do that. And (?) if not, then I’ll have no idea what I’ll be 

doing there, and uh, that’s, that’s where I’m focused, and that's what I believe in. Uh. And I 

could be wrong. I’ve been wrong before.  

04.24.45 Uh, and if I’m wrong, I’m probably gonna have to be on the beach somewhere 'cos you 

know, I won’t want to participate much if I’m not doing a good thing.  Uh. For, for the 

country, or at least for New York, for people, you know? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.25.00 TIM BROWN:  What’s happened with the political decision-making, or better yet, what 

hasn’t happened, is a perfect example of how screwed up our government is, and how 

screwed up our leadership is that we can’t get this done. I mean, it’s, it is just, it is just 

beyond belief. That I was watching on TV this morning them talking about oh, yeah, we just 

uh, they’re just starting with the memorial.  

04.25.36 Five years.  And they were saying what a great thing that we’re starting the memorial. Are 

you kidding me?  You’ve got to be kidding me. I, I am just, it just makes me shake my head. 

You know?   
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04.26.00 Uh. And that's probably part of the reason I haven’t been back there, too, is, is that it’s just 

disgusting, the whole thing. You know, I, I was uh, happily surprised to know that the tribute 

center opened a few days ago. Very proud of my friend, Lee (Ayope?) uh, even with his own 

personal struggles uh, that he was able to uh, navigate the bullshit and, and get this thing 

done.   

04.26.42 And uh, I’m, I’m so proud of him and, and the group that he worked with uh, the families 

that they were able to actually show something. You know?  Uh. You know, one day I want 

to be able to go back when it’s all finished, and uh, tell Terry stories.  

04.27.09 You know? And walk around and hold her hand and put her on my shoulders, and well, I 

guess by then she’ll be too big for that. But uh, you know, to sit down with her as a, as a girl 

or a young lady and talk about her dad.  Uh.  Or to Michael Inch’s kids and you know, walk 

around with them and tell them what a hero their dad was that day.  And not to listen to or 

read other stories that are made up.  Uh.   

04.27.47 You know, uh, you know, I kind of like the end designs, or maybe this is what we needed to 

do to get to something reasonable. I mean, from the little I’ve seen of it. I didn't really 

participate in any of it. But we, from what I’ve read uh, it looks pretty nice. Uh. You know, I 

just want to be able to sit down there on a bench with my thoughts, with the families.  

04.28.13 Uh. Have the wind blow. You know, in the fall. I mean, this is the time, (?) I want to be there 

every, every year if I can.  I (?) want to feel like they’re wrapping their arms around me. 

That’s how I felt today. I felt like they wrapped their arms around me, the wind. And uh, the 

warmth.   

04.28.44 You know, but not hot, you know, the same temperature, just makes me feel that I’m there 

with them, you know? Uh.  I, I was uh, pleasantly surprised today that I got to do as much as 

I got to do, and I got to spend some time there, and see the reflecting pools and see some 

people I know and uh, participate.  

04.29.20 It’s something I haven’t done, you know I haven’t participated. And it, it felt good to be back 

there, and to be a little bit a part of it. And uh. Yeah, so. You know, I (?) the, the whole 

rebuilding process just cracks me up. And it’s taking way too long, and uh, you know, I don't 

anticipate the process (LAUGHS) getting any better or any easier.  

04.29.54 You know, maybe it will with the new governor, but I don't know. Uh. It doesn’t seem to be 

anyone’s priority. People can talk a good game but uh, you know? I, I think if my friend were 
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still mayor it might have been a little different.  But you know, it, it’s gonna get built and it’s 

gonna be when it’s gonna be in. I don't have a voice in it. And uh, you know, uh.  

04.30.29 It’s not gonna make a difference to me. I’m still gonna go there and sit and remember (?) my 

friends. Uh, and teach their children, and share stories with their children. So you know, in 

the end, whatever it is, it is. Uh, and, and uh, that’s what I want to be able to do. I just want to 

go back there and sit and tell stories and, and reflect within myself. Uh, yeah, I think that’s it. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.33.30 TIM BROWN:  (MID-STATEMENT) you know, those are the guys. The guys that have 

been through it. He, he’s been through the deaths of 9-11 and his own morality, so those 

people are smart people, man, you know? People of uh, experience and substance, and you 

know, it (?) changes you. When, when you have that (LAUGHS) (?) your survival light is 

blinking red really fast, and you live.  

04.34.00 Those people have something to offer, I think. Yeah. 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

04.35.09 END OF TAPE #  TB 39 

 
 
TAPE # TB40 
Tim Brown 
JIM WHITAKER, Producer/director  
PROJECT REBIRTH 
 
 
 

01.01.03 PICTURE UP 

 
 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS) 

 

 JW:    What has been going on? 



Project Rebirth :  Tim Brown    Tape # TB37       JW, Producer     Page 32 of 44 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 

 

01.04.15 TIM BROWN:  Roller coaster. It’s uh, I haven’t known what’s been up or down for a little 

while now, maybe for 5 years, I don't know. It’s uh.  

01.04.30 I haven’t felt settled and I haven’t felt in control. I mean, like sporadically in control but not, 

not uh, very often. And uh, I'm thinking, I’m hoping, that I'm maybe starting to get some of 

that control over my life. And uh, doing things that are really, really important to me. 

01.05.00 And, and things that I have wanted to do since September 12, 2001.  Uh, and I’m getting 

some glimpses that that might be happening, and it’s very uh, exciting? I don't think that’s 

the word. It’s very uh, encouraging to me.   

01.05.30 That I might be able to one day do the things that, that need to be done. Uh, for me, 

personally, and especially for the friends of mine that I’ve lost and, and their  families. And, 

and for the country. And to try and help protect the country and ensure that this never 

happens again. You know, this is the group, I think the group of people that were so directly 

affected by this, at least in New York, are coming into their own.  

01.06.08 Starting to have a much bigger voice in, in the uh, politics of the country. And, and these 

people have uh, very personal experience with what happened to us. And I think that’s 

healthy for us to have that kind of leadership.  I am (~JW~)  

 

 JW:   How does that look to you? 

 

 TIM BROWN:  If you know, if I’ve uh, like a vision of it? 

 

 JW:   What’s it mean to you? 

 

01.06.49 TIM BROWN:  The, I think they understand the gravity of, of the decisions that are made. 

The policy decision, decisions that are made. Uh, I mean, (?) when you get down to it, it's 

where does the money go? You know, uh, we, you know, we have this Homeland Security 

system of distributing money that’s political.  

01.07.11 That we’re building bridges in Alaska with, or uh, uh, putting a fence up I don't know, a 

baseball field uh, because there’s a senator or a representative or a politician who needs (?) 

has a pet project. And, and it, it’s a big of a mockery.  
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01.07.33 And uh, I know that it, it infuriates me to hear that the places that are vulnerable and that are 

in the crosshairs of, of the enemy aren’t getting funded properly. Uh, I think that I, hell, I 

know that I have an excellent perspective of that, because I have such a personal investment 

in it.  

01.08.00 And I will fight to make that right, 'til the day I die. And that is so deeply ingrained in my 

soul that I will fight for that.  And I don't uh, I, I think that the group that I’m with and the 

people that I respect have that same depth in their soul.  

01.08.34 Uh, about these things. Uh, as I do, and, and they’re good people, and they’re smart people. 

And uh, and I’m excited to maybe be able to go do something about it. And I’m gonna  work 

very hard now for the next two years and, and uh, dedicate my life to it.  Uh. It’s an exciting 

time in my life.  

01.09.04 I think. Uh, I mean, we all have little bumps in the road. I had a little bump in the road with 

the last uh, endeavor but (LAUGHS) we, we’re past that now. And it’s incredible how little it 

meant to me now that I look back on it, so. 

 

 JW:   What’s the next two years? 

 

01.09.27 TIM BROWN:  Uh, well, just this last week, it’s been in a little, in the negotiations a little bit 

uh, but just in the last week uh, I was able to make uh, a deal with Solutions America, which 

is the political action committee for uh, Rudy Giuliani uh, and I’m going to be running uh, a 

program of first responders uh, for Rudy. Uh, which could possibly be the precursor to a 

presidential campaign. Uh, he has not announced that as of yet.  

01.10.00 But he’s uh, interested in doing it. There’s a lot of encouragement all over the country for 

him to do it. Uh, and uh, they’ve brought me on board to uh, kind of manage the side of, of 

uh, Solutions that will enable him to travel around the country and say thank you to the first 

responders that came to help New York City in their time of need.  

01.10.28 Uh, so my first project here is gonna be uh, next week up in Michigan. We’re gonna go up 

and uh, I’m gonna go up early and seek out some uh, some of the first responders that came 

and helped us in, in that region. And uh, see if we can get them out there to uh, to help the 

uh, get (?) them out so that when he goes up there, he can say thank you to them personally. 
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And it’s such a deep thank you from us uh, to them uh, they are all over the country. The 

whole country came and helped.  

01.11.06 And we haven’t uh, (?) we haven’t said thank you enough. And uh, we want to do that. He, 

he wants to do it. I want to do it, and I think uh, you know, we want to get back some of that 

uh, some of that brotherhood and some of that family that this country felt after 9-11.  

01.11.36 Uh, and, and say thanks a lot to everybody. Uh. So (?) for now I’ll be doing that. We’ll be uh, 

getting people together the urban search and rescue teams and uh, and some of the other state 

teams that, that uh, went on their own. And uh, and helped us in our greatest time of need. 

We never could have done it without them.  

01.12.00 And uh, they boosted us, they helped, the helped the greatest fire department in the world to 

get through it. Because we couldn’t do it on our own. And uh, it’s, it’s a, it’s a great thing for 

us to be able to do and (?) especially America’s Mayor to be able to go out and say thank 

you. So I’m honored to be a part of it. And I’m, I’m honored that he asked me to be a part of 

it.  

 

 JW:   What does that mean to you? 

 

01.12.32 TIM BROWN:   Yeah, personally it’s uh. You know (LAUGHS) it, it’s very, it’s (?) very 

deep and very emotional for me to, to be a part of this. To uh, to be able to go out through, 

throughout the country and, and uh, meet these people and hear their stories about how they 

came to help us. And to be able to share my stories with them, and how much uh, how very 

personal it is for me what they did.  

01.13.03 Uh, I don't know uh, I know some of these people but I certainly don't know all of them. And 

to be able to shake their hands and, and say thank you and, and have a beer with them uh, I 

think embodies the word brotherhood, which is what the fire service is. Uh, I can go 

anywhere in this country and (LAUGHS) go knocking on the door of a firehouse and say 

hey, my name is Tim, I’m from New York and uh, let’s uh, let’s meet and have a beer.  

01.13.36 You know, I, all of a sudden I’ll have 20 or 30 new friends. And it doesn’t matter if it’s in 

Middle America or the West or the South, or back up here in the Northeast. It’s gonna be the 

same warm welcome that I will get from them. Uh. And to, uh, to kind of tell my story, too, 

about you know, how this wasn’t just something that happened somewhere else.  
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01.14.07 This was something that happened here in our country. It happened to us. And uh, our people 

were murdered. I mean, it, it’s a serious subject. Sometimes, I think people just, they don't 

uh, understand the gravity of what’s happening here.  

01.14.30 Uh, I, I think that, that some of our leadership understands it. I’m sure, I know they do. But I, 

I think we get caught up in uh, politics and personal bashing and stuff. This is, this is about 

our beliefs, this is about how we grew up. This is about our country, this is about freedom. 

And I, I think that sometimes people don't get that.  

01.14.58 And I think that if we can talk about that, let’s have a dialog about it, and, and in my field in 

the fire service, I’m, I’m a person that can have that dialog with people all over the country. 

Uh. And explain it from my perspective, and try to have, try to help people understand what 

happened to this country that day. And. 

 

 JW:   You don't think they understand?  

 

01.15.29 TIM BROWN:  I don't uh, no, I don't know. I think we get lost, I think we get lost. And, and 

you know, I could be wrong. I (?) don't know. I went down there today and there were people 

walking around with uh, shirts, black shirts on that said investigate 9-11, like it was some big 

conspiracy by our government. And you know. It’s so important that we have people in 

Washington that understand the gravity of this.  

01.16.06 And that there are a lot of bad people out there that want to tear down what we’ve built in 

this country over the last 200 years. And it’s a little scary for me. It’s a little scary, that’s 

scary for me, and (LAUGHS) the, the other side of it is that I know we’ve made some great 

strides, but there is a lot that we need to do within our own government that, to fix things.  

01.16.37 Uh, we’re not where we need to be. We need radical overhaul of, of some of these agencies. 

We need to stop the turf wars. We need people to work together, to share information. For, 

for our own good, for the good of our families and our country. And, and we’re not there yet.  

01.16.57 I mean, we, we need, we need to blow up some of this bureaucracy that we’ve created, and, 

and create uh, a more effective government. Uh. And (?) I think if you have, if you have 

people in government that have more of a personal stake in it, and more conviction, you can 

get through some of the BS.   



Project Rebirth :  Tim Brown    Tape # TB37       JW, Producer     Page 36 of 44 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 

01.17.30 Uh. Better. I think. And that’s why I believe so passionately in, in what I’m doing, my 

endeavors over the next two years, and, and hope for uh, good results. And, and then if that 

does happen to be a part of it, you know, to, to uh, be in a good position, to be able to blow 

some of this bureaucracy up and, and get things done. 

 

 JW:   What’s at the very core, what does this opportunity mean to you? 

 

01.18.17 TIM BROWN:  I, I guess uh. I guess I would want Terry and Patrick to be proud of me.   

01.18.30 We lost so much in losing them and, and Chief Downey and some smart, smart people with a 

lot of experience that understood uh, that what we’re dealing in here is life and death. And 

they were able to articulate it, and uh, be effective at correcting some of the uh, decisions that 

had been made over the years.  

01.19.03 I, I see uh, if we break it down, in New York City, one of the problems uh, before 9-11 uh, 

with the city’s emergency services was that it was not well-coordinated, but over many 

agencies. Uh, Mayor Giuliani uh, saw that and, and listened to smart people like Ray 

Downey and Terry Hatton, and created the Office of Emergency Management to uh, under 

him, under the Mayor, to start leveling the playing field.  

01.19.38 And getting agencies to work with each other uh, for the purpose of serving the people of 

New York. Uh, in the best possible way.  I uh, very successful. Uh, very effective. And 

personally, I would like to be able to bring that to Washington, bring that knowledge uh.  

01.20.02 And coordinate the way this country responds to something like Katrina or other major (?) 

disasters, maybe a terrorist attack. And to have a lean, mean uh, emergency response agency 

that had the authority of the president and was able to get things done.  

01.20.28 Uh, I think, well, I know we were on the right track with New York City’s Office of 

Emergency Management uh, up until you know, uh, the terrorist attacks. And I, I think that 

uh, we kind of lost some of that, we lost a lot of our leadership uh, in the fire department. 

And I think we, we since slid back a little bit.   

01.20.59 My, my friends were carrying that torch and they’re gone now, and uh, and I think that I need 

to carry the torch a bit. And uh, and (?) I humbly accept that challenge and will do my best to 

carry that torch, in, in their honor, in their family’s honor, but I think mostly for, to protect 

people here.  
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01.21.29 And to do uh, a better job of protecting this country. This threat is not going away in our 

lifetime. And we need to be very good at what we do. And uh, I’m, I’m gonna do my best to, 

to do that. Uh. I (?) believe very deeply in it, and I’m good at it, and I’m experienced at it, 

and uh, and I want to be able to impart that and, and teach new people and uh.   

01.22.09 So I, I guess it (?) for me it’s a, it’s a mission. It’s a mission I’ve had in my heart. It’s a 

mission I’ve, over the last five years I’ve doubted I would be able to carry out. Uh, just 

because of, of timing and the situation.  

01.22.32 Uh, but I’m hoping now uh, that I will have the opportunity to do it. And I’m, I’m beginning 

that process now. There’s a little glimmer of hope. I see a light at the end of the tunnel again, 

a little bit, which was pretty dark there for a couple of years. And uh. 

 

 JW:   Was it dark because you were focused on this mission? 

 

01.23.02 TIM BROWN:  It's been dark because of timing. Uh. I (?) couldn’t see the path before. Uh. I 

couldn’t see the end of the tunnel, I couldn’t uh, I didn't see it happening. And now I (?)  

01.23.30 I’m gratified that it’s there because (?) I didn't think it was gonna be there. And you know, I 

could be wrong about this, but I’ve, I’ve felt in my heart somewhere that this was going to 

work out.  And uh, I (?) don't know why I survived the collapse. Uh, and, and most of my 

friends did not.  

01.23.58 I now feel that I’m starting to get a, a little uh, glimpse of my path and why I survived, and, 

and a glimpse of God’s plan for me because I know that my plan (LAUGHS) I mean, this 

isn’t my plan, the way things have worked out. And I think that uh, (~JW~) well, you know, 

certainly it wasn’t my plan to lose all my friends.  

01.24.3.0 It wasn’t my plan to, you know, uh, I, I guess I’m trying to picture it in my mind.  

 Before 9-11 I was standing in a group of people that were very good at what they did, very 

experienced people I respected and admired and loved. But I was just in that group and I was 

a person in a group, and I wasn’t in the front and I wasn’t in the back of the group. But I was 

in that group. And there were certainly other people that were out in front of that group.  

01.25.02 And I feel now, and I’ve felt for a few years now that suddenly I was standing there by 

myself. And confused. And maybe not ready for that challenge. But I need, I need to take 
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that challenge on, I need to be the person that uh, carries the torch (?) to do the right thing. 

Uh.  

01.25.33 And to do things that we were gonna do together. But suddenly I’m the guy out front. I (?) 

think  a lot of firefighters in New York feel the same way because all of a sudden, our 

leadership was gone, and, and they, they became the leaders, and it was before our time. Uh, 

it’s uh, (?) not, not in God’s plan it wasn’t. But in our plan it was (?) we you know, we were 

supposed to learn from these guys and come with them and then eventually become the new 

leaders.  

01.26.03 Uh, but that happened much younger. Uh, I, I think of uh, Ray Downey’s son, Joe Downey, 

and, and I saw him riding up uh, 3rd Avenue in the Special Operations Command Battalion 

chief’s car and he is, has become his father, in a very short amount of time. he’s become the 

chief of special operations. He’s, he’s the man. He is in charge. And, and Joey’s uh, a little 

bit younger than me.. 

01.26.31 And, and uh, you know, about the same time in the fire department. And you know, suddenly 

he’s been you know, he’s the same thing. Uh, we, we were following his dad and Terry and 

those guys. And all of a sudden, Joey’s like me, all of a sudden he felt like he was standing 

there by himself. And I think maybe it’s taken a couple of years for us to accept that position 

and accept that challenge.  

01.26.59 And I’m a little bit reluctant, I guess a lot reluctantly uh, accepting it. Uh, it’s not a challenge 

I wanted, so soon, you know.  But it, it’s here and, and we have to stand up and be men and 

take it on. And, and do the very best we can with it. Uh. 

 

 JW:   Why are you reluctant?  

 

01.27.27 TIM BROWN:  Well, (?) I think. The, these things are something you grow into gradually.  

And you know, Chief Downey uh, had, I don't know, somewhere around 40-something years 

in the fire department, and had tremendous experience. And uh, you know, Terry was his 

heir-apparent, with uh, you know, a little more time than me, but a lot of experience.  

01.27.58 And uh, and, and rank. And these were the people who we’re  following. So you know, all, 

all of that, you know there’s (?) a progression of leadership and we lost the first three or four 

levels of, of that. And, and suddenly we became the leadership. Uh. The guys with my age, 



Project Rebirth :  Tim Brown    Tape # TB37       JW, Producer     Page 39 of 44 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 

my amount of time and, and uh, you know, Terry was still supposed to be here. Uh, to, to be 

my leader, and Patrick.  

01.28.29 And I still have more to learn from them. Uh. But we need to have uh, the confidence, we 

need to have the uh, fortitude to, to be those guys now. It, it's time, we, we need to do it. And 

in some of these, you know, like Joey and uh, some other folks have, have uh, been forced 

into it much sooner than I, I uh, have.  

01.29.00 Uh. But you know, I think uh, I, I feel like they were a lot more forced into it than I am uh, 

but it’s (?) a challenge that I accept and uh, and I understand now that we, we need to take 

this torch, and uh, and carry it. And then I hope one day that uh, that I can pass that torch on 

normally to someone else.  

01.29.30 Uh, and that uh, impart what I know on them and uh, and hope that they can continue 

carrying it. It’s, it’s the way that the fire department has always been - uh, the senior guy 

always teaches the, the new guy. And uh, we saw that evidence in the fire two weeks ago 

where the senior fire lieutenant who had uh, 20 years in the fire department and a lot of 

experience died right next to the brand new kid, probie.  

01.30.01 And that’s exactly how we are in, in the, in the shit of it all it’s uh, it’s the senior man with 

the new kid. And you don't move more than one or two inches away. Uh, that’s how we 

learn, that’s how we teach. And uh, and I, I felt we, you know, we, we were kind of robbed 

of that on September 11th, 2001. We were robbed of those senior men.  

01.30.30 My, my senior men. Uh.  So, so I hope that I can uh, lead. Uh. I’m, I’m willing to do it. I’m 

willing to try. And I’m willing to do my best and then to uh, to teach. Leave, leave this place 

a better place. And, and with some really good people I hope coming up under me. Uh.  

 

 JW:   What did you do on Sunday? 

 

01.31.09 TIM BROWN:  Yeah, Sunday morning was uh, it, it's been (?) hard this year. I think uh, my, 

my anticipation of the 5th anniversary uh, has been (?) challenging.  

01.31.29 I uh, I’ve been a little scared of it. I’ve been a little lost with it. Uh. 

 

 JW:   What does that mean when you say lost? 
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 TIM BROWN:  I’ve been lost uh, you know, I’ve been lost in my place in life.  

 

 JW:   Recently?  

 

01.31.52 TIM BROWN:  Yeah, you know, over the, recently over the past six months. I mean, I, I 

have been for awhile, I think. But uh, you know, I needed to, I think I hit bottom a little bit in 

the last six months. Uh. Financially. Uh, which always gets your attention. Uh, the pension 

wasn’t cutting it. The uh, the business is doing well, but it’s not paying the bills that I need to 

pay. And so I, I’ve, I was kind of forced into a career that I thought might be fun.  

01.32.30 Uh, but it really you know, it was disappointing. So then in (?) the last few weeks, as this uh, 

this negotiation with uh, with Solutions America has been uh, succeeding uh, I started to get 

excited that I might get out of this uh, slump.  

01.32.57 That I would make a little bit of money, and do something that I’m very passionate about. 

Uh, and, and do the job that I’ve, I’ve thought about in my head for uh, for years now. Uh. So 

I, I think prior to knowing the answer to the, the (?) professional question, it was very hard. 

When I started to see that things were gonna work out with Solutions America uh, for me 

personally, things got a little more positive for me.   

01.33.35 This past week uh, we lost, or two weeks ago, we lost two firemen in the Bronx, one that I 

uh, was personal friends with. Uh. That’s always difficult for me to hear. It’s more difficult 

when you know the person. And it’s even more difficult when it’s a week or two before 

September 11th.   

01.34.04 So I think the anticipation of the 5th anniversary, along with the funerals uh, and all the media 

coverage of, of the tragedy uh, a couple weeks ago has really brought, had really brought me 

into the dumps. And so I think for the last couple of weeks, it’s been uh, I’ve had a difficult 

time. Uh.  

01.34.32 And what’s interesting is the anticipation of the 5th anniversary has been worse than the 

actual anniversary. Uh, which I think is true about life in a lot of (?) ways. We build things 

up uh, that (?) we’re not looking forward to. Uh, we build problems up, things like that, 

bigger than they actually are. Uh, (?) including me.  

01.34.56 And so the build-up to this weekend was, was uh, a little overwhelming. Yesterday was uh, 

certainly a difficult day. Uh. We had three major events to attend, Chris and I. Uh. And uh, 
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and we did it. I mean, we (?) we’re so tired. But yesterday you know, was a long day. We, we 

did things that we wanted to do that were important to us.  

01.35.30 And uh, uh, we got through it, you know? So. Happy we did it, we can sleep tomorrow or the 

next day. Uh. 

 

 JW:   What specifically did you do, or triggers that you experienced? 

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.36.22 TIM BROWN:  Yeah I, I uh. I, I guess my, my life hasn’t been stable in, in any aspect in, in 

a (?) well, with my family it’s always stable. Aside from that, I (?) didn't have a professional 

place in life. I didn't have uh,  my personal uh, relationship or relationships with women you 

know, I’m not with someone that, that uh, that I can be very intimate with uh, emotionally.  

01.37.01 Uh.  My career wasn’t there. I haven’t had a career in awhile. The money isn’t there. Uh. So 

you know, you just feel a little, a little bit lost. Uh. One of the most, one of the difficult 

things for me to overcome the anticipation of was actually going down into the pit uh, this 

weekend.  

01.37.29 And I knew that Tanya was gonna speak, and, and I wanted to be there to, to hear her, you 

know? But the anticipation of going down there uh, for the first time in five years, the 

anticipation was daunting for me uh, for (?) now in hindsight for no reason. Uh, I was afraid 

of going down there in my uniform and being told by uh, by a cop that I couldn’t go in 'cos I 

didn't have the right pass or you know.  

01.38.08 Uh, and, and I, I didn't know at all how the whole thing worked. Uh, and (?) I’m not, I’m not 

invited, I’m a little left out of the loop because I’m not a family member. Uh, I (?) I’m retired 

from the fire department, so I don't get communication from them. Uh. And so I don't know 

what the procedure is. I don't know what, you know, where (?) I’m supposed to go, because 

well, you’re a retired fireman, they were just your friends, you know?   

01.38.35 I’m not family, so you, you kind of get left out of it a little bit. And uh, and, and so (?) I was 

afraid of my emotions if anybody got in my way down there. Uh, and (?) in the end, it turned 

out uh, to be just fine, and I went down in my uniform and, and Chris and I walked wherever 



Project Rebirth :  Tim Brown    Tape # TB37       JW, Producer     Page 42 of 44 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Rebirth    163 William St.   New York, NY  10038     212.346.1482 

we wanted to walk and, and people were uh, kind and respectful and (?) everything they 

should have been.  

01.39.04 And uh, so that, that was one of my biggest fears that was unfounded, and, and I shouldn’t 

have had that uh, uh, I shouldn’t have had that fear and that anticipation. It (?) made my life 

difficult over the last few weeks, to, to worry about that. And uh, and it was unfounded, so. 

Uh, I got today to do the things I wanted to do.  

01.39.31 I got to go to both uh, reflecting pools. Uh, I got to see Tanya, I got to listen to the people 

read names. Uh, got to see other folks I knew. I got to walk around uh, sacred ground. 

 

 JW:   What was that like after five years? 

 

01.39.53 TIM BROWN:  It was uh, you know, it's funny (?) it’s not funny, it, it’s uh, ironic, I guess, 

that uh, you know, I noticed when we were walking around down there, that my shoes uh, 

have dust on them from the site. And, and it reminded, it was a vivid reminder of, of that day 

for me. Uh, and, and the dust that we were covered in. Uh, the dust that was all over 

everything  and in everything for years. Uh.  

01.40.29 And, and my radios and things like that, you know, that are just all the little cracks and 

crevasses all have the World Trade Center dust. And so, to me, that uh, represents uh, ash to 

ash and dust to dust, and that’s my friends. The dust from down there. Uh. So it (?) was just 

something that I know (?) poignant, I guess it was very poignant to me.  

01.40.55 Uh, and I actually, I thought about, geeze, I don’t know if I’ll ever dust these shoes or shine 

them again, you know? Uh.  

 

 JW:   You really feel like it’s them? 

 

01.41.09 TIM BROWN:  Yeah, yeah, it is them in my heart. You know, and, and I know they’re with 

me all the time, and that’s I, I’m a little different than a lot of people that uh, you know, need 

(?) a headstone in a cemetery or uh, I (?) don't generally do that because my (?) I don't 

generally believe in that, because (?) they are here and here with me. And they’re all, my 

friends are always with me.  
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01.41.33 They’re always guiding me and helping me and loving me. Uh. But for, for some reason this 

dust, to me, is uh, is uh, a reminder of them. Uh. I was proud to walk around down there, I 

was proud to walk around in my uniform, with my brother.   

01.41.58 I was proud to stand on the ramp uh, during a moment of silence, with the wind blowing and 

the same weather and the beautiful, beautiful sky and beautiful September morning. Uh. And 

uh, and to hear Winton Marsalis play uh, beautiful music on his trumpet and to feel the 

presence of my friends and the souls that left us there.   

01.42.38 And to have a, a wonderful memory of, of my life with them. Uh. I look forward to the 

memorial down there. I look forward to walking around there when it's finished and it’s 

beautiful and, and uh, on another September morning in a few years and the wind is blowing 

and, and the sky is blue.  

01.43.08 And to have the memories of them, and to be able to go back there and know that they would 

be proud of me. Uh. You know, I (?) don't think they wanted to leave me, either. I mean, 

they, they loved me as much as I love them, and, and uh, and they miss being there for me, I 

think.   

01.43.40 I know I miss them. I, you know, I can hear Terry’s voice and Patty’s voice. And uh, I think 

uh, I think now they’re proud of me.  I’m not sure I felt that over the last couple of years.  

Uh.   

 

 JW:   How wouldn’t they have been proud of you?   

 

01.44.10 TIM BROWN:  No, I, I just, you know, 'cos I wasn’t uh, you know, I wasn’t you know, why, 

Jim? Because I think I haven’t been proud of myself.  

01.44.28 I, I haven’t stood up the way that I need to stand up. I haven’t stood up tall and straight and 

uh, and opened my mouth, and I haven’t been the man that I, I should be and can be. Uh. I, I 

think it’s been very difficult for me to go through the emotions.   

01.45.01 But now it's time to uh, to stand up, to live the life that I want to live, that, that I would have 

lived with them. Uh. And to always take them with me, but I, I need to be, you know, I need 

to be uh, the, the person now. I need to stand up and, and say what’s right.  

01.45.30 And, and open my mouth and uh, make decisions. And uh, you know, I haven’t, you know, I 

haven’t done it, I haven’t had the opportunity, maybe. You know, the timing has been bad 
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and things like that. But uh, the, my politics have been bad. I’m not happy about having left 

uh, government. Uh, I felt that I uh, haven’t been treated very well by some people.  

01.46.02 And, and some of it’s my own fault, some of it’s my own uh, stubbornness, and my own 

anger. Uh. But I’ve learned a lot. You know, I needed some, I needed to do some growing, 

too. So uh, you know, I, I think I’ve done that. I, I think uh, it’s, it’s, it’s time. Now is my 

time. And I’m, I’m on a team that I uh, admire and respect, which I have to have. I have to, I 

have to work with people that I respect. Uh. And to, you know, to become the leader that uh, 

that we need.  

01.46.46 And that I need to be. Uh. I’m uh, I’m excited about it, I accept the challenge, and I, I’ll do 

my best, you know? That’s, that’s what I can do.  

01.47.01 And, and I want them to be proud of this work. Uh. You know?  My, my good friends are 

doing Ok. Beth and Terry and uh, and Tanya. You know, so it’s, it’s time for me to do OK.  

Uh.   

 

 (OFF CAMERA REMARKS)  

 

01.47.35 END OF TAPE #  TB40   
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