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"enrge ffl. iKnher, 11. m., menu nf "enrgetnwu 
11luiuer.atty ~,l}nnl nf 1lllehitittt 

FRANCIS A. ToNDORF, S.J., 

II ead of the Department of Physiology, Georgetown Medical School. 

S MUCH knowledge does not constitute wisdom nor a facile 
memory a philosopher, so mastery of the medical science 
does not of itself make a great physician. If he be without 
a heart, the sufferings and countless ills that human fl esh is 
heir to become, to the practitioner so many modes or acci
dents of being, clinical phenomena, to be tabulated, observed, 

treated and cured, it may be, but there his philosophy of utility exhausts 
itself. 

\Vhen, on the other hand, to skill and learning is joined the sweet and 
generous temper of the friend and comforter who knows the precious art of 
penetrating beneath the sore to the seared soul, then has medicine achieved 
the pattern set by the first Great Physician of Humanity. 

It was not by chance that the Anglo-Saxons called the Saviour of the world 
"Haelend," the healer. The true dignity of knowledge lies in its cledica
;.ion to the common good. To indicate that the seventy years of the life 
0f Dean Kober measure up faithfully to this standard has made the task of 
itemizing the following facts one of sincerest love. 

Dr. George Martin Kober was bo rn to Jacob and Dorothea (Behr) 
Kober at Alsfeld, Hessen-Darmstaclt, Germany, on :.larch 28, 1850. He 
received his earlier education at the public and grand-ducal "Realschulc" 
of his native town. His father, a revolutionist, had vo,ved that none of his 
sons should serve under a German king, prince, or potentate. Accordingly 
he ea rly prevailed upon George to emigrate to the Cnited States, which he 
did in Apri l, 1867. upon his arrival, he found that hi s brother Charles, 
"ho had preceded him to the States, had secured for him an assignment 
to the hospital corps at the Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania. Under the 
tutelage of Surgeon Joseph J. B. \Vright, U. S. , \ .. Kober began here what 
might be fittingly styled his pre-medical course. His application in January, 
1870, for an appointment as hospital steward was acted favorably on and 
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accordingly we find him reporting for duty on January IO, at the Frankford 
Arsenal, near Philadelphia. Here he read medicine prh·ately under Dr. 
Robert Bruce Burns, a graduate of the C niversity of Edinburgh. Ordered 
to \Vashington, to the office of the Surgeon-General. in September, 1871, he 
found it possible to formally enter upon h is medical studies in the 1Iedical 
School of Georgetown University. \\'ith the schedule calling for no exer
cises before 5 P. M., Kober was able to attend all the classes and, not satis
fied with this, he tutored privately under Drs. Johnson Eliot and Robert 
Reyburn. After two winter and summer courses he was graduated in 1Iarch, 
1873. The following winter he figured as the first graduate of a post-grad
uate course, inaugurated by Drs. Thompson. Busey, Ashford, and others, 
at the Columbia Hospital, \\"ashington, D. C. During the period of his 
medical studies, Kober considered himself fortunate in being assigned the 
duty of indexing all the official communications on file in the Surgeon
General's office from 1812 to the date of his departure in 1874. In these 
dusty records he found many items of extreme scientific, historical, and 
epidemiological interest: so the reports of Surgeon William Beaumont, sta
tioned at Fort Mackinac, l\Iichigan, on his "Obser\'ations and Experiments 
in 1825 in the case of Alexis St. 11artin," who had been treated for a gun
shot wound of the abdomen resulting in a gastric fistula: so too the report 
of a perforating gun-shot wound of the chest with recoYery in the case of 
Gen. James Shields, of :\Iexican \\'ar fame. Of ec1ual interest were the 
reports on yellow fever during the Seminole Indian and l\.Iexican \Vars, as 
also subsequent reports on yellow fever and cholera up to the year 1874. 
Kober learned here to respect the old Army doctors, for when referring to 
them afterwards, in his lectures, he e\'er insisted that "they knew how to 
use the English language better than men of modern times." Whilst engaged 
in this indexing, Kober had gained the confidence and good will of Surgeon
General Barnes and Assistant Surgeon-General Crane, of Drs. Joseph J. 
Woodward and George A. Otis, editors of the Medical and Surgical History 
of the Civil War, and Dr. John S. Billings, in charge of the library, and 
who, with the assistance of but one hospital steward, was laying the founda
tion of the Index Catalogue. Billings found Kober of service in supplying 
correct titles for the articles published in the German medical periodicals. 
His fellow clerks fittingly christened him "Index" because of his unselfish 
devotion to this trying work, and lest the harvester, Time, should rob him 
of this new birth-right, his close friend, George Dowe, on the occasion of 
Kober's twenty-fourth birthday, did this title into the following verse: 

250 



K O B E R A i\ N I V E R S A R Y N C" ~l B E l{ . 

J11dex you are rightly named, 
Let thy fut1tre 11ame be famed. 
I do not co/Ile i11 grim scholastic I/load 
To f11lmi11ate so111c dreary platitude. 
But 011ly wish, 111y loved a11d ho11ored fric11d, 
That hope and peace be 310111's till life shall e11d. 
Hope, the sheet a11chor of the )1011thful soul, 
And peace zvhe11 a11yry waz•es of trouble roll. 
And, while you practice well the healing art, 
Let strength be giz•cn to act the 111011/y part; 
Good co1111110n sense to know the good fro111 ill, 
A11d test the powers of plasters, dra1tght or pill. 
And if. 11po11 so/Ile distant ho1wrcd day. 
The men a11d wo111en you ha7.'e c1tred for pay 
Shall add their record to your fair rc110tv1t, 
By writing some good testimo11ial down, 
Be this the message 011c a11d all shall sc11d: 
That e·uery patie11t zt>as your ferue11t frie11d. 
Search careful/3• true wisdom's bounteous stores, 
That all her it•aiti11g treasure may be yours. 
J\lay she attend. n•he11 years n111 trembling do7.l'II, 
~Vith honors ·wreath your white11i11g hairs to crowll. 

Appointed acting assistant surgeon. C. S .. \ .. he became post surgeon in 
July, 1874, at Alcatraz Island, California, which position he filled till Xo,·em
ber of the same year. at whi,h time he " ·as ordered to Fort :.IcDermit, 
~eYada, in the same capacity. In the fall of 1875 he served with the First 
U. S. Cavalry in the southeastern XeYada expedition against hostile Indians 
and in 1877 took active part in the ~ ez-Perces war. From July to October 
of this year the field hospital at Kamiah. on the Clearwater, Idaho, was u11cler 
his charge. 

In ~o,·ember, 1877, he met for the first time Dr. George :.I. Sternberg, 
then post surgeon at \Valla \Valla, and thi s acquaintance ripened into a 
life-long friendship. Dr. Kober never tired of acknowledging his indebted
ness to the General for the many inspirations he hacl recei\'ed from him. 
Having served as post surgeon successively at a camp near Spokane, \\ '. T.; 
at Fort Coeur d'Alene, Idaho: Fort Klamath, Oregon: anc Fort Bidwell, Cal
ifornia, he was relieved from this sen·ice on the reception of the following 
orders, highly commendatory of his efficiency: 
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Post Orders) 
No. 104 ) 

Fort Bidwell, California. 
Nov. 11th, 1886. 

* * * In recognition of the long and faithful professional services rendered to 
the government during the pas~ twelve years in the field, in pursuit of hostile Indians, 
and at various posts, the commanding officer cannot part with him without some 
expression of his feelings of regret, as part of this service was rendered under his 
immediate command. 

His devotion to his professional duties has been warmly' recognized not only by his 
commanding officer, but by others, and has stamped him as one of the most skilful 
surgeons in the U. S. Army. 

A steadfast friend, a faithful officer, with the many acts of kindness to all, pro
fessional and otherwise, he has endeared himself not only' to the officers and enlisted 
men of the garrison, but to the community at large, which he has helped to build up. 
* * * He carries with him our best wishes for his future welfare and happiness. 

By order of Major Gordon. 
(Signed). L. M. Brett, 2nd Lieut., 2nd Cavalry. 

Post Adjutant. 

After severing his connections with the army, Kober remained at this sta
tion caring for his many civilian patients until June, 1887, at which time he 
traveled extensively in America and Europe. He returned to Fort Bidwell 
the following year. In the fall of 188g, we find him in Washington devoting 
his time to college, hospital, and literary work. Besides acting as professor 
of Hygiene and State Medicine in the Georgetown :.1edical School, he assisted 
his friend and former classmate, Dr. Carrol E. ~!organ, in his specialties, dis
eases of the throat, chest, etc. In the winter of 1889-90, he directed the 
attention of the District authorities to the sewage pollution of the Potomac 
water, indicating this as an important factor in the alam1ing preYalence of 
typhoid fever in \\'ashington. In August, 1890, he went to Berlin as a 
member of the Tenth International :-.Jedical Congress and there read a paper 
entitled: "Etiology of typhoid feyer with special reference to water-borne 
epidemics." His California investments necessitated his return to Fort Bid
well in December, 1890. He resumed his medical practice there and for a 
year or more was again attending surgeon of the post. 

His alma mater welcomed him back to the lecture room in the fall of 1893-
From this date on, health problems of the District, its social and industrial 
betterment were his one concern. .\t the request of the Health Officer, in 
1895, he inYestigated the possible causes of typhoid fe,er in the city and in 
his report suggested the agency of flies as a transmitter of the disease. His 
public addresses on yarious occasions and researches into the relatiYe merits 
of the various processes of waler filtration. \'ery materially influenced Con
gress towards appropriating the necessary funds for the installation of the 
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model filtration plant at Brookland, District of Columbia. During the years 
1895-96, Kober was a Yolunteer worker in the Hygienic Laboratory of the 
Public Health Sen·ice of the United States. As a member of the board 
of directors of the Associated Charities the housing problem for the least 
resourceful people in the national capital appealed to him with special emphasis 
;ind accordingly he is recognized as one of the principal promoters of the 
Washington Sanitary Housing Company, organized in 1897 and 1904. 
Through these agencies sanitary houses, at reasonable rentals, have been 
provided for over eight hundred wage-earners and their dependents. The 
success of this earlier enterprise has lent encouragement to a system on a 
wider basis not only in the national capital but other larger cities of the 
States and merited for Kober a gold medal of award at the Paris International 
Exposition of 1900. Acting as secretary of two housing companies from the 
<lay of their organization until November, 1915, upon the death of General 
George M. Sternberg, he succeeded to the office of president. In 1897, he 
was elected an honorary member of the Association of Military Surgeons 
of the United States, undoubtedly in recognition of his services as civilian 
physician in the United States Army as likewise because of his able com
munication "The Place of :Military Medicine and Surgery in the Medical 
College Curriculum." \Vhen reviewed in the light of the recent \Vorld \Var 
this paper and a kindred one entitled: "Higher Medical Education and a 
Plea for Better Training of the Volunteer Medical Officer," published in 
1898, have special significance. As a medical educator, Dr. Kober strenu
ously espoused every method of scientific research. Thoroughly convinced 
that animal experimentation must yield most mar velous results, we find him, 
as chairman of the Committee of Public Health of the Civic Center on Feb
ruary I 5, 1900, filing a most vigorous protest against the enactment of Sen
ate Bill, No. 34, \\'hose purport was to restrict the use of animals for experi
mental purposes in medkine. The brief he submitted on this occasion 
embodies facts and arguments which convinced even the sponsor of the bill, 
Senator J. H. Gallinger, that the proposed legislation was superfluous. It 
may be pertinent to mention here that Kober \'ery effectually recalled this inci
dent before the Judiciary Committee Hearing in November, 1919, when a 
simila r bill by the anti-viYisectionists was under discussion. In 19or. Kober 
was selected to deliYer before the • \merican ::\Ieclical .\ ssociation, at St. 
Paul, ~1innesota, the "Oration on State :.Ieclicine." His theme was: "The 
Progress and Tendency of Hygiene ancl Sanitary Science in the Nineteenth 
Century." This same year he was in vested as dean of the medical school of 
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his alma, mater. His plans for a curriculum calculated to insure for medical 
aspirants a more complete and harmonious education was set forth in his 
''Plea for a Standard Medical Curriculum," read before the . \ssociation of 
American l\Iedical Colleges, in 1904. At this meeting he was appointed 
chairman of a "Committee on National Uniformity of Curriculum." The 
report submitted by the committee was approved and it is a pleasing reflec
tion to recall that Dr. William J. :.\leans, in his presidential address, March 
•l, 1919, referred to it in most appreciative terms. June 14, 1906, Kober 
was the recipient of the honorary degree of Doctor of Law from his alma 
mater. The citation follows: 

"It is fitting that universities should show their appreciation of their sons 
who ha\'e done distinguished service in the cause of science and humanity. 
There a re none more worthy than they who lessen human misery and by 
their genius and devotion ward off disease and suffering amongst men. 
They are the true philanthropists, inspired with genuine unselfish love for 
their fellows. Such is the man whom this university gladly and gratefully 
honors today; a man who besides his duties to the public, acknowledged and 
rewarded already by distant nations, has labored in season and out of season 
for the welfare of the medical school of this university and of each individual 
student until his work has been recognized by the official medical body of the 
United States in electing him President of the Association of American 
Schools of Medicine, and in its public declaration that the course of study 
introduced by him into Georgetown Medical School should be the standard 
of all medical schools." 

President Theodore Roosevelt in 1906, designated Kober as a member of 
the Board of Charities and in May of the following year as a member of 
the President IIomes Commission. As chairman of the Committee on Social 
Betterment he drew up monographs on "Industrial Hygiene'' and "Social 
Betterment," which were published as Senate document No. 644 in 1908. At 
the meeting of the first Conference on the Conservation of National Resources, 
which convened at the White House May 13, 1908, on invitation of the Presi· 
dent of the United States, he addressed that body on "The Conservation of 
Life and Health by Improved Water Supply." Dr. Kober has been a member 
of the National Tuberculosis Association since its organization in 1905. He 
is also a member of the local Society for the Study and Prevention of Tuber· 
culosis. His plans were adopted in the construction of the Tuberculosis 
Hospital in Washington, formally opened to patients June 28, 1908, and 
were awarded a medal at the exposition connected with the International Con· 
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gress on Tuberculosis held in Washington in the fall of 1908. He may be 
very fittingly designated a pioneer worker in the crusade against tuberculosis, 
having read as early as I 889 a paper entitled: "Etiology and Prevention of 
Tuberculosis in the Light of :.\fodern Research,., before the ~Iedical Society 
of the District of Columbia. This lecture was puhlished by the State Board 
of Health of California as a special pamphlet in 1890 and was followed by 
a second in 1893, "A Plea for the Pre\'ention of Tuberculosis," which had 
been previously read before the State Sanitary Convention of California. 

Dr. Kober is a Fellow of the American Medical Association, of the Amer
ican Association for the Advancement of Science, likewise a member of the 
Advisory Council of that same body. I\Iember of the Cosmos Club. Mem
ber of the Association of American Physicians ( Secretary from 1909 to 
T916. at which time he retired and was elected honorary member). Member 
of the American Public Health Association( Vice-President, 1916). Asso
ciation of American Medical Colleges (President in 1906). The National 
Association for the Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis ( President in 
1915). National H ousing Association. Medical and Surgical Society 
District of Columbia (President 1889, 1917-19). The ~Iedical Association 
of the District of Columbia ( President 1898). ~Iedical Society District of 
Columbia (President 1903). The Washington Anthropological Society 
(President 1907, 1918-1919). The Social Hygiene Society of the District 
uf Columbia (President 1918-1919). Chairman of the Committee on Lec
tures. Sixth International Congress on Tuberculosis, \Vashington, D. C., Sep
tember 28th to October 5th, 1908. Honorary Member of the ~Iedical and 
Surgical Society of Washington, D. C., 1910. President of Section IV, 
Industrial and Occupational Hygiene of the 15th International Congress on 
Hygiene and Demography in Washington, September 23-28, 191 2. Chair
man of Sub-Section C, Sociological Medicine of the Pan-American Scientific 
Congress, held in Washington. D. C., December 27, 1915 to J anuary 8, 1916. 
Member of the Washington Academy of Sciences (Vice-President 1919-
1920 ). 

In 1912, Dr. Kober was appointed by the President of the American Medi
cal Association, Chairman of a Committee on Red Cross Medical \Vork. 
This Committee was created so as to provide a body of representative 
physicians of approved qualification to direct o r participate in medical work, 
carried on by the Red Cross in different localities in times of war o r emer
gencies and to advise with representatives of that society in handling medical 
and sanitary problems incident to such an occurrence. The Committee up to 
May, 1916. organized committees in 588 county medical societies located in 
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47 states. During the recent world war he was a member of the committee 
on ''Conservation and \Velfare of \Yorkers" and chairman of the Committee 
of Rural \Vorkmen's Areas with Special Reference to Housing; :r-ilember of 
the Council of Defense, District of Columbia; Chairman of the Committee 
on housing. 

Dr. Kober is the author of 110 monographs, chapters in text books, journal 
articles and reviews on medical, surgical, sanitary and sociological subjects, 
and over 120 published discussions. His first medical essay was on "Infantile 
Paralysis" published in the Pacific Medical J oumal in November, 1874, in 
which he presented all the available evidence that the disease was due to some 
organic lesion of the medulla spinalis. In the same year he published his 
Urinology and its practical application. In 1875, he published notes in the 
American Weekly, Vol. III, p. 241-243, on chronic dysentery treated with 
injections of a solution of chlorate of potash, and adenitis (tubercular) 
treated with injections of carbolic acid and glycerine. In October, 1876, he 
reported in the American Journal Medical Sciences, a case of gun-shot wound 
of the knee joint, in which he used probably for the first time an injection of 
tincture of iodine and carbolic acid. Dr. Edmond Souchon, of New Orleans, 
in his monograph on "Original Contributions of America to Medical 
Sciences" credits Dr. Kober as having been the first to publish notes on the 
three subjects referred to. He also credits him with having been the first to 
point out that insects, especially flies are doubtless frequently the cause of 
spreading typhoid fever. Dr. Kober's tabulation of 330 milk-borne epidemics 
and hi s monograph on "Milk in Relation to Public Health" and his first book 
on ''Industrial Hygiene," published as Senate documents, and his chapter 
dealing with the effects of diminished atmosphere upon the health of aviators 
published in 1916, are regarded as pioneer contributions to Ainerican medi
cal literature. 

Such is the story of a lifetime of sound scholarship and scientific achieve
ments which have made him an ornament to the medical profession and a 
consolation to his alma mater. No form of human misery has been so low 
as not to be the object of his solicitude, no need of the_ University has been 
so insignificant as not to command complete response. He has done good 
in the open, he has done good by stealth, but, withal, as one devoid of the 
spoiling taint of vanity or self-seeking. Of a personal integrity unimpeached 
and unimpeachable, of unswerving fidelity in adherence to high ideals of 
medical education, his is the singular privilege to note his name chiseled high 
on the pillar of the temple of fame. 
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ICnbrr as lrau 
"WILFRED M. BARTON, M.D., '92. 

Professor of Therapeutics, Georgetown Medical School. 

June 13th, 1901, was an important day in the history of the Georgetown 
Medical School for on that date George Martin Kober was elected Dean. 
~early twenty years have since elapsed and preparations are complete for a 
great testimonial in honor of his 70th birthday and of the high esteem in 
which he is universally held. 

The election of Dr. Kober to the Deanship was made at a regular meeting 
of the Medical Faculty on motion of Prof. S. S. Adams; and Prof. Joseph 
Tabor Johnson, Vice-President, was requested to cast the unanimous ballot 
of the faculty for him as Dean. Dr. Kober is the seventh Dean which our 
seventy year old medical school has had. His predecessors were Howard, 
Eliot, Reyburn, Ashford, Lovejoy and Magruder. In point of years of 
service only one has equalled him, namely, Eliot who served continuously in 
the same office from 1856 to 1876. At the time of Dr. Kober's election as 
Dean in 1901, Rev. Father John D. Whitney was Rector of the University, 
soon to be followed by Rev. Father Jerome Dougherty. These two distin
guished Jesuit Fathers have intertwined their names into the very tapestry 
of Georgetown history and it was under their authority that Dr. Kober began 
that work for the Medical School which has moulded its form and nurtured 
its development and progress for a fifth of a century. 

The acclamation of his colleagues on his election had scarce died away 
on that night of June 13th when Dr. Kober was called upon to present his 
report to the Faculty of the meeting of the Association of American Medical 
Colleges which he had attended at St. Paul on the 3rd of June. We men
tion this report specifically because it gives a key to the character and an 
example of the sturdy service of the man. He had gone to the meeting at 
St. Paul as a delegate from Georgetown Medical School, in whose faculty 
he was professor of hygiene. It was his duty to attend the meetings of the 
association, to listen to the papers, to partake in the discussions and to report 
to his colleagues what had been done by those who were interested in 
medical education. This he did, and on that night after his election he gave 
a succinct but comprehensiYe report of what he had seen and heard at the 
meeting in St. Paul. He told them that the tendency of medical education 
seemed to be along the lines of emphasizing practical rather than didactic 
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teaching in the medical schools. Always on the lookout to have Georgetown 
in the advance guard of progressive schools and advocating every true refonn 
in medical teaching, Dr. Kober urged upon his colleagues the necessity of 
8triving for the highest ideals to be maintained by the medical school. On 
many subsequent occasions Dr. Kober pleaded for his high ideals, not always 
without opposition from those of a conservative group who believed rather 
in following closely than in leading. It is needless to say that this char
acteristic of Dr. Kober to stake everyth ing on the altar of his ideals has 
been a chief factor in enlarging the reputation and prestige of Georgetown 
:'.\Iedical among the elite colleges of the country. Unendowed and conse
quently handicapped for funds the lVIeclical School has had a somewhat 
difficult struggle, and a man of less grit than he might well have been 
excused for adopting an ultra-conservative policy in the face of the many 
demands being made for higher ideals in medical education. But such a 
thing neYer occui-red to him to do. If the proposition was to lengthen the 
hours of work, to increase the burden of endeavor in any direction, if it 
meant progress for the school, he favored and adopted it. His untiring 
deYotion and support, his disposition to shift no responsibility or labor and, 
finally, his unfailing optimism have always been factors in O\'ercoming what 
appeared at first sight to be almost insurmountable obstacles and difficulties. 

In October, 1902, Dr. Kober brought before the faculty the schedule of 
minimum requirements for medical schools adopted by one of the Western 
States, and because of its progressive character earnestly advocated and 
secured its adoption. The development of a standard curriculum for all 
medical schools soon took possession of his mind, and to the perfection of 
thi s scheme Dr. Kober for seYera l years devoted a great deal of energy. In 
1904 he secured the appointment of a committee by -the Association of :Med

ical Colleges to investigate this question, and in 1905 the report . of this 
committee, of which he was chairman, was adopted. In 1906, Dr. Kober 
was elected president of the association. It seems incredible that a single 
mind could develop such po\\'er of concentration upon a sing le topic and yet 
find energy and opportunity for the pursuit of a great variety of scientific and 
civic activities; activities which varied from studies of the epidemiology of 
typhoid feyer to sanitary house construction; from scientific work in many 
fields of public health and hygiene to civic labors of multitudinous variety. 
N' evertheless this was the case, for during the early years of his deanship, 

when a thousand details of college and hospital administration and con
struction continually harassed him, he found time to keep up his association 
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with scientific bodies of many sorts and with civic and social duties which 
would have overwhelmed the average man. 

Dr. Kober has always been a great detai~ist without being small or petty, 
a particularist without being narrow or prejudiced. Much of his writing, 
both scientific and secular, he has often done with his own pen, at what 
must have been prodigious labor, so careful has he always been that any 
piece of literary, scientific or even clerical work to which his signature was 
to be affixed should be absolutely accurate and exact. 

The history of our University Hospital is all bound up with the name 
of Kober. At the time of his election to the office of Dean in 190 c all there 
was of Georgetown Hospital was a small central wing located on a plot of 
ground next to the corner of 35th and N streets, £our stories and a base
ment high, accommodating twenty-nine beds, which had been built in 1898 
at a cost of about thirty thousand dollars in money and an amount of human 
energy and ast)iration too great for adequate description. For, this institu
tion small in size at that time, now grown to large proportions, represented 
the realization of a dream which all loyal medical sons of Georgetown had 
had for many years to build a clinical hospital in connection with the medical 
school. Dr. Kober had been a leading spirit in this mov~ment long before 
he became Dean. He had preached the necessity of a hospital to be attached 
to the medical school, he had aroused enthusiasm in his colleagues and the 
public, he had begged funds and given money from his prirnte resources; 
in short, he had worked with untiring enthusiasm for the realization of his 
ideal. It is not to be wondered at, therefore. that when he became Dean, 
Dr. Kober's chief ambition, it may be truly said, was to develop the hospital 
idea in e\'ery possible direction. Anyone who will stand today at 35th and 
'\: streets and contemplate the extensi,·c hospital buildings occupying half a 
city block will feel to what a wonderful extent his dreams have come true 
and how completely his aspirations have been realized. It will be appre
ciated also with equal force what energy, what indomitable will, what capacity 
for mental and physical work, what hope and trust under trying circum
stances, were displayed by the man- Our Dean-upon whom all these re
sponsibilties were piled. 

Dr. Kober's almost herculean labors in behalf of the Uni\'ersity Hospital 
may perhaps be best appreciated by giving a brief account of the develop
ments which have taken place in its growth since he became Dean of the 
~fe<lical School, in each one of which he took a prominent part both in its 
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0ng111 and in its progress. The original small hospital building was 
completed in August, 1898. In 1903 the first addition was completed. This 
was a wing on the east side, four stories and basement high, which increased 
the capacity of the hospital to one hundred beds. In 1904 Dr. Kober per
sonally completed and equipped a new operating amphitheatre in memory 
of his parents. In 1907 the new nurses' home was built. In 1908 the Lisner 
Memorial addition to the hospital was erected, which increased the capacity 
to 155 beds, and other additions and improvements were made. In 1910, 
Mr. E. Francis Riggs was interested by Dr. Kober in the subject of erecting 
a maternity building, but the untimely death of Mr. Riggs in that year pre· 
vented him from carrying out this worthy charity. His widow, however, 
in 1911 generously created the Francis Riggs building fund for the erection 
of a building in commemoration of her husband. The Riggs maternity was 
built in 1911. In 1912 Dr. Kober personally authorized the erection of a 
building four stories high, which was completed in the same year, and has 
since been known as the Kober Building. In 1914 Dr. Kober installed in 
:his addition a modern x-Ray department. In 1917 an addition was made 
to the outdoor department, which provided a much greater space and en
larged its facilities. In 1919 two wards were completed, with a capacity of 
thirty beds, making the total capacity for the hospital three hundred beds. 
The number of patients treated in the hospital has increased from 273 house 
cases and 633 dispensary cases in 1908 to 4,329 house patients and 15,325 
outdoor patients in 1919. 

This short resume of the development of the University Hospital during 
Dr. Kober's service as Dean will give a slight idea of the enormous labor 
and responsibility involved in their realization. Dr. Kober will always be 
remembered as the directo1· and part creator of this great work, which in 
itself would be a sufficient life labor for any man. To feel that he is the 
recipient of well-merited praise and admiration from his colleagues and 
friends and all those who are interested in Georgetown University Hospital 
must always be a source of gratification to him. 

In considering the subject of Kober as Dean many interesting facts worth 
recording leap into memory. Unfortunately, limitations of space forbid us 
mentioning them. There is one circumstance, however, which should not 
lie forgotten. Dr. Kober, in 1893, re-introduced into the medical cur
riculum a course on military surgery and hygiene, for it was at Georgetown 
in 1864, during the Civil \Var, that the first course of lectures ever given in 
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an American medical school upon this subject was delivered by Dr. Thomas 
Antisell of the U nited States Army. 

The office of dean in the modern medical school has lost much if not all 
of its original ecclesiastic significance, but Dr. Kober in his unselfish and 
untiring devotion to Georgetown has managed to reflect upon his work some 
of the spirituality of the ancient Decani. It wi ll remain for the future his
torian of our Alma Mater-some future Easby-Smith renowned in classical 
scholarship and love for Georgetown-to write the complete history of the 
ueanship of George Martin Kober. In the meanwhile it is the wish of all 
that he may be spared for many years to contemplate the fruition of hi s long 
labors and see them grow into eYen greater things. 

l(nbrr as t~r &tubruf .a Jrruub 
JOH N A. FOOTE, M.D., '06. 

Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine, Georgetown Medical School. 

I do not think that any phase of Dr. Kober's career is better known than 
that of his paternal attitude toward the student in the medical school. There 
may have been some students who passed through the modest building on H 
Street with little or no personal contact with the Dean except in the lecture 
room, but there are not many such. Few men can live four years in the 
modern medical school without some sort of worry-scholastic, financial
or what not. To the students in trouble Dr. Kober is best known, not as the 
exemplar of retributive justice, but rather as "one who was born for the 
world rather than for himself." 

The delinquent student may have worried about his class standing more than 
the Dean- but he did not grieve as much as Dr. Kober. The Dean has a 
so-ft spot in his heart for those boys whom he has often referred to as "wea~ 
vessels." Indeed, he has frequently stood in a painful position- his affection 
for the student balanced against his desire to uphold the high standing of the 
g raduates from the institution which he loves so well. 

Poor indeed in discernment is the man who does not see the friendly interest 
and feel the kindly urge of Dr. Kober's friendship at all such times, and many 
a heedless or many a loitering candidate for a degree has been spurred to 
hopeful action by the knowledge that he has a real friend in the Dean's office, 
who believes in him and counsels him as a father might counsel a son. 
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I don't think anyone will really know how many students have gone to him 
with their financial problems. It is safe to say that no individual willing to 
work has ever applied in vain to him for aid in eking out tuition at the 
medical school. 

Dr. Kober believes that "faith without good works is dead." He is him
self an untiring worker and he has always expected his students to work. 
lt was Dr. John Brown, who said: "I don't expect my students to know every
thing, but I expect everyone of them to be able to do something." Dr. Kober 
is tolerant of the man who is not unusually intelligent, provided he atones 
for it by being consistently industrious. Laziness and wastefulness, especially 
of time, he always has and always will abhor. 

I can remember very distinctly how in my student days the Dean invited 
me to his home to attend a meeting of a local medical society, how on another 
occasion he talked with me on thet necessity of the younger man doing origi
nal work and showed me a splendid brochure on urinalysis which he had 
written when both himself and this branch of clinical medicine were com, 
paratively young. This was only one of his methods of education employed 
with the hope of making the student think for himself and have confidence in 
his own judgments and potentialities. 

Some day Dr. _Kober may be induced to publish a book of letters from 
fathers taken from the large collection of these epistles which he has received. 
Very soon the father of the student discovers the paternal strain in Dr. 
Kober, and that is why the latter's correspondence is so voluminous. From 
counseling wayward sons to disbursing monthly stipends-all sorts of offices 
have been intrusted to him by confiding old gentlemen, and many of these 
the Dean has gravely performed, possibly because of the innate courtesy which 
so characterizes him, but more probably because he secretly likes these offices 
of vicarious fatherhood to be thrust upon him. 

As a teacher in the lecture room it was always observed that the lectures 
on hygiene were well attended and that excellent notes were taken by the 
students. Dr. Kober's lectures in hygiene were carefully written and delivered 
slowly and with a vocal distinctness that was eminently satisfying. The 
largest annual attendance-recruits coming often from both upper and lower 
classes-was always noted at about the time when commercial beverages 
were being considered, because it was at one time the custom to have the 
classes inspect, not only wholesale bottling establishments and dairies, but 
also a brewery located near the Museum of Hygiene. Needless to say the 
maximum attendance came and the most diligent attention was observed at the 
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lectures on fermented beverages. The enthusiasm of the young men in testing 
on themselves the physiological action of the malt beverages-these experi
ments being made possible by the too generous hospitality of the brewers on 
visits of inspection, obliged the cessation of one very popular feature of the 
course in hygiene and dietetics. 

To the thoughtful student, Dr. Kober has always seemed more than a. 
friend, a counselor, or a teacher. The lesson of unselfish devotion to the 
cause of medical education which he instilled by his long hours spent at the 
school each day, his efforts to know and properly value the work of each 
student, his personal gifts to the University Hospital, and his scrupulous 
attendance at all University functions, have long made him more an institu
tion than a mere individual-one whom we did not judge by the ordinary 
values with which we measure men, but rather as one concerning whom we 
might quote the lines from Othello: 

"He hath a daily beauty in. hi-s life 
Which makes me 1,gly." 

<itnrgt jl(arftu ICnbtr 
An Apprcciatio11. 

LLEWELLYN ELIOT, l\I.D., '74. 

Seventy years today; seventy years of service! 
me to realize that for forty-nine of these George 
my fast friend and my guide. 

It seems impossible for 
Martin Kober has been 

Our acquaintance was formed during September, 1871, when he became 
a student of medicine in my father's office, and as the years rolled by this 
acquaintance was cemented by a strong bond of friendship. Looking to 
those years it has been amazing that we should have been friends, since 
George Kober was my very antithesis in point of disposition and habits. 
He was studious, moderate, modest and retiring, while I, on the other hand, 
did not cultivate these qualities so faithfully. As a pupil hisi intelligence and 
understanding, his industry and perseverance made him a graduate of whom 
any instructor could well be proud. \Vhile he was a student we were serving 
as hospital stewards in the army; and after his graduation Dr. Kober became 
one of the first matriculants in Dr. J. Harry Thompson's School of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, where he passed his examinations without an error, but 
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Dr. Thompson was forbidden by the Secretary of War to award diplomas, 
inasmuch as his school had been establi shed without official authority. 

We next find Dr. Kober as a contract surgeon in the army at Alcatraz 
Island, California, serving with that faithfulness to duty characteristic of 
the man, and it was here that he added the study of hygiene to his other 
accomplishments. 

His model reports to the State Board of Health of California were widely 
.:irculated, but the first paper published by Dr. Kober himself was a study 
of Infantile Paralysis, in the early se\'enties. Then came a Manual on 
Urinary Analysis, and soon a treatise on "A Case of Gun-shot Wound of the 
Knee Joint." In this Dr. Kober described the use of tincture of iodine as an 
antiseptic, and I believe this to be the first published report of such a use 
for iodine. No attention was then pa id to this treatment, but Dr. Kober 
today sees the general adoption of his idea by the profession, although due 
lo his modesty it is only recently that his claim to priority has been mentioned. 

Since those early days his publications, each one marked by a master's 
hand. have become legion, and these, with his splendid work at Georgetown 
University Hospital, have brought him honors and official positions at home 
and abroad. 

To write more of Dr. Kober would encroach upon the fields of others of 
his friends who will wish to pay him tribute, but none would begrudge the 
space in which I tender my congratulati ons and my wishes for continued 
yea rs of health and happiness to a true friend, a genial companion, an earnest 
student, a diligent worker in the cause of humanity, a charitable and godly 
man. \ Vhat else may one say? 

Wrihute nf t4e iteu. 31. ]liuueus lir4urhs. &. J. 
President of Georgetown University, 1888-1898. 

I am rej oiced to learn that our dear clean and devoted friend, Dr. Kober, 

1s about to celebra te his seventi eth birthday and to be myself privileged to 

add my congratulations to those of his many intimate friends. To grow 
old is not always a pleasant thing and a cause of rejoicing, in spite of the 
advantages set forth so attractively by Cicero in the treatise De Senectute 
that is read with such t rustfulness by your youthful students. But to grow 
old and yet remain young-that is an achievement worthy of admiration and 

joy I And this is truly Dr. Kober's privilege. 
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My first acquaintance with the doctor was at the centennial celebration 
of the College in February, 1889. H e was then in the middle years and had 
not yet begun those extensive and careful researches in hygienic science or 
other departments that have since rendered him so well known and distin
guished in his profession. Anyone who may be curious can find his portrait 
in the centennial group photograph, in the first line of the alumni present, and 
will be struck by the fact that it differs scarcely a particle from his appear
ance today. 

Some time afterwards I received a note from him, dated from somewhere 
in the wilds and mounta in fastnesses of Idaho, respectfully drawing my atten
tion to the fact that an omission had occurred in the awarding of honorary 
degrees at the academic session of the celebration. He considered that Dr. 
Ethelbert Carroll Morgan, then professor of laryngology in our Medical 
School, but a hopeless invalid, was eminently worthy of an honorary degree. 
He set forth strongly the distinguished position held by Dr. ::\Iorgan in his 
specialty and his international reputation, evidenced by his incumbency as 
president of the American Association of Laryngologists. He added that 
besides his eminent worthiness, the shadow of his approaching end would 
make the conferring of the honor a graceful and consoling tribute. Being 
then quite fresh in office and not having had the privilege of birth or residence 
in Maryland, I was not acquainted with the historic family of Morgan, so 
intimately connected from the earliest times with the Jesuit Fathers, save 
that I had taught Dr. Carroll's younger brother, J . Dudley Morgan ( who 
later became a distinguished figure in medical circles in Washington) in the 
class of physics in his graduating year. But inquiry among those who knew 
confirmed Dr. Kober's estimate of this professor. Th~ degree was awarded 
at the next commencement in June, 1889. 

That incident was characteristic of George M. Kober. He never thinks 
of himself, but is keenly alive to the interests and happiness of his friends 
and the furtherance of every good and noble cause. 

When Dr. Kober returned from the ·wild \Vest, in 1893, and became per
manently associated with our faculty as professor of hygiene, my acquaintance 
with him became more intimate and ripened into warm friendship. I do not 
think it possible for anyone to really know Dr. Kober and not love him. 

It was in the foundation of the Georgetown University Hospital, toward 
the end of my term as president, that I was most closely associated with Dr. 
Kober. He was not the very first to work for the hospital, but he was by 
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far the most devoted and efficient factor in its inception, as he has been in 
its growth and expansion. If the history of the hospital is ever written in 
detail, as it no doubt will be, the name of Kober will shine therein with a 
lustre beyond all others. 

At that time the faculty and directors of the College had in view and in 
desire three great objectives-a gymnasium, a preparatory department sepa
rate in locality from the College itself and a school of physical science and 
engineering. In remote preparation for the accomplishment of the last of 
these projects, Dr. Edgar Kidwell, now head of the Kidwell Boiler and 
Engineering Company of Milwaukee, had made a tour of inspection of the 
leading engineering schools of the East and had handed in estimates of the 
faculty and equipment needed for a start and of the probable expense. But 
when Dr. George L. Magruder, then the energetic and devoted dean of the 
medical department, reported that the professors had reached the conclusion 
that a hospital of our own was an absolute and pressing necessity, all other 
ambitions were laid aside for the time being and all energies were devoted 
to this object. Dr. Magruder and I called one Sunday morning on Martin 
F. Mon-is, the venerable clean emeritus of the law faculty and the chief ad
viser of the College, and, in company with :Y.Ir. l\forris, went to see Mr. 
Elisha Francis Riggs, who had shortly before fitted up the Riggs Library 
of the College. \Ve were most cordially received, and to encourage the 
movement Mr. Riggs subscribed immediately one thousand dollars. A com
mittee was promptly organized to raise the necessary funds, of which body 
Dr. Kober was made secretary and treasurer, and soon proved to be the very 
soul. As the presirlent of the University is ex-officio the beggar-in-chief, I 
was brought into constant contact with Dr. Kober in our efforts to stimulate 
the generosity of our friends and the general public. At that time the sys
tematic drives of the present clay were unknown. Our methods were com
paratively crude and ineffective. We had secured the cordial approbation of 
His Eminence, Cardinal Gibbons, who consented gladly to our inviting the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Glenriddle, Pa., to this portion of his archdiocese. 
We had the no less hearty co-operation of His Grace, Archbishop Ryan of 
Philadelphia, whose consent was necessary to the coming of the Sisters. We 
had the enthusiastic welcome of the people of Georgetown to the plan. But we 
had no money; and the task of getting it proved anything but easy and 
agreeable. \Ve received much sympathy but little cash. I can never forget 
the self-devotion and constancy with which Dr. Kober pursued the quest. 
It was due to his initiative that the first room was founded by Mr. Lisner, 
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whose interest, once awakened, continued until it resulted in after years m 
the erection of a separate wing of the hospital. Finally Dr. Kober and I 
made a personal canvass of a number of the business houses of Washington. 
\Ve were always respectfully, frequently cordially, received. But rebuffs 
were not wanting and the sums subscribed were in general pitifully small. 
I doubt whether I would have had the courage to persevere had it not been 
for the example of my companion's constancy and self-abnegation in the 
work. His imperturbable good humor and optimism in the face of difficul
ties were a perpetual inspiration. 

When the first tiny building was finished, with a capacity, if I remember 
rightly, of only twenty-seven beds, and the Sisters had arrived and taken 
charge, Dr. Kober's sympathy and assistance were unfailing. The equip
ment of the operating room was his gift, the forerunner of his larger bene
factions in the same line when the greater buildings were added. He recog
nized in the good Sisters kindred spirits to his own. Their lives of heroic 
self devotion without hope of earthly reward mirrored his ideal. Their 
Superior. Sister Pauline, to whom the Hospital owes much of its success 
and present prosperity, always found in him a faithful friend, a wise adviser 
and a most devoted helper. 

I leave to others to speak of Dean Kober's eminence in his profession and 
his chosen specialty, of his researches in the statistics of the drug habit and 
other fields of Preventive Medicine, of his activity and influence in various 
scientific societies and particularly as President of the Association of American 
::\1edical Colleges, of his precision and unalterable patience as a professor, of his 
wide interest in civic and philanthropic enterprises and most important of all, 
his wise and tactful administration as Dean of the ::\Iedical Faculty of George
town University. In my humble judgment, in the whole record of the activi-' 
ties of his seventy years no item will stand out more prominently than his 
creative and sustaining work for the Georgetown University Hospital. 

But greater than all that Dr. Kober has done is what he is! A soul of 
crystalline sincerity, a modesty and self-effacement betokening true humility, 
yet a courage that faints at no obstacles, a heart overflowing with kindliness 
and love toward every human being-all these united to a mind of clear 
scientific vision and habits of patient and persistent labor-that according to 
my analysis is the constituent formula of Dr. Kober·s character- and a rare 
and precious combination it is! I may even go a step further, and without, 
I hope, trespassing upon precincts that ought to be sacred, may say that his 
profoundly religious spirit is a worthy example to men of Natural Science 
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and a proof that the most exalted knowledge of natural phenomena and prin
ciples may and ought to dwell with the simplest and most intense faith. His 
soul is too wide to harbor any narrow bigotry. Sturdy Lutheran as he is 
in profession, his heart is so truly Catholic that he might easily be mistaken 
for a Jesuit in disguise! 

This celebration is in no sense a farewell! I do not indeed expect to be 
present at the exercises on Dr. Kober's ninetieth birthday, but only because 
long before that happy event, I shall ha\'e passed to a better world, where 
doctors are unnecessary and death shall be no more! But I do confidently 
expect that God will grant me the privilege of seeing from the eternal hills 
my old friend still hale and hearty and radiating light, goodness and happi
ness as he has done in the first seventy years of his existence! 

mn mr. l(nber 

( On the celebration of his seventieth anniversary.) 

To ·minister, to ease the restless pain; 
To bring to fevered spirit courage new; 

To keep a co11urade' s silent vigil through 

The aging hours, as life slips back again 
Into Eternity; to head the tra1·n 

Of ne-w-born' s heralds in the morning dew 
Of life's first rosy infant dawn; to view 

With charity man's boasted strength so vain; 

All this, and threescore honored years and ten 

Are yours, eachi graven with the artist's cMe, 

In finest lines of kindness toward men 
To leave on ev'ry heart an impress rare. 

A greeting? Aye! Let salutations pay 

All 111.ankind's debt on this, the Doctor's Day! 

EDWARD F. MACK, A.B., '20. 
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Addresses delivered at the dinner given by the Medical Society of the Dis
trict of Columbia and Allied S~ientific Societies and Civic Organizations in 
celebration of George M. Kober's seventieth bitihday, March 27, 1920. 

Ir. llilliam Qt. llnnhwarh 

Health Com,missioner of Bosto1i1 Mass. 

Represwling the Medical Society, District of Columbia. 

,11r. President, Our Honored Gitest, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
My introduction by our genial toastmaster has been most embarrassing 

to me, but it has relieved me of a large part of the sense of responsibility 
that previously I had felt. The rules of the evening provide, the toastmaster 
tells us, that for any failure in the program of the e\'ening, he, and he alone, 
is resposible. For my shortcomings, therefore, you will please blame the 
toastmaster. In so far as shortcomings may be absent, I must beg of you to 
attribute that fact to the inspiration that must come to even the dullest head 
and the coldest heart, if human at all, on an occasion such as this. 

Sitting here among my many friends and associates, I can hardly realize 
why I should have been introduced as a gentleman from Boston. It is so 
natural and homelike to be here with you. But then it comes over me that I 
am no longer physically and bodily one of you, however much I may still 
be so in spirit, and I feel more deeply indebted even than before for the honor 
you of the Medical Society of the District of Columbia conferred upon me 
when you asked me to be your spokesman on this occasion. I am sure the 
honor comes through no merit of my own, unless it be a merit to esteem and 
love the society with which I have been so long identified, and to esteem an<l 
love our guest, Dr. Kober. . 

Dr. George Martin Kober was born at Alsfeld, Germany, in 1850, on March 
28. In 1867, soon after the close of our Civil War and when he was a mere 
lad of seventeen, Kober came to the United States, and shortly thereafter 
entered the army and was assigned to the hospital corps. It was thus that 
he was put into the way of achieving a boyhood ambition to become a doctor 
of medicine. His first post of duty was at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, 
and there he kept the records of the hospital, acted as pharmacist, assisted in 
minor dressings, and discharged many of the duties of a clinical clerk. His 
youth and then slight stature, Dr. Kober says, exempted him from most of the 
usual duties of an orderly, but I surmise that his mental and moral strength, 
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rather than any physical weakness, procured for him the superior opportunities 
that came with the duties assigned to him, to advance his knowledge of 
medicine. At any rate, the unusual qualities of the quiet, sincere, studious 
German lad attracted the attention of the medical officer at the post, Dr. J. J. B. 
Wright, and of Mrs. Wright, who thereafter lost no opportunity to help him 
toward his goal. 

Kober remained at Carlisle Barracks until January 10th, 1870, when he 
received the appointment of Hospital Steward and was then sent to Frankford 
Arsenal. Either a knowledge of the esteem in which the lad was held at 
Carlisle Barracks had preceded him to Frankford Arsenal, or else the medical 
officer at the Arsenal, Dr. Robert Bruce Burns, was as discerning as Dr. 
Wright, at Carlisle Barracks, had been; for every facility was extended to 
Kober here as at his former station to enlarge hi s knowledge of medicine. 
Frankford Arsenal was near enough Philadelphia to enable him to attend some 
of the lectures at the medical school of the University of Pennsylvania, then 
as now one of the leading medical schools in the U nited States, and by copying 
the notes taken by a student at the Arsenal who was able to attend regularly, 
a son of Dr. Burns, Kober was enabled to make substantial progress. Dr. 
Kober today, with modesty that is quite characteristic, is profuse in his acknowl
edgment of his obligation to Dr. and Mrs. V.lright, and to Dr. Burns, and 
refers to his good fortune in coming under their guidance, but it is hardly 
likely that the good fortune came undeserved. It seldom does. 

The next step in Kober's advancement toward a medical career, came as an 
assignment to duty in the Surgeon General's office in Washington, in 1871. 
So far as the record shows this transfer was merely one of the ordinary changes 
of post that any man in the army must expect to befall him from time to 
time. Beneath the surface, however, we must recognize the hand of Providence 
through the discernment, wisdom, and great-heartedness of Dr. Wright, Dr. 
Burns, and the other friends in the army who had by that time taken a fancy 
to the very likable and friendly young Kober, now at the threshold of man
hood, and somewhat matured by four years of army life. The medical schools 
of Washington at that time gave their instruction in the evenmg, so that an 
ambitious young man might work during the daylight hours in a government 
department or elsewhere to earn his livelihood, and devote his evening hours, 
his holidays, and possibly his Sundays, to study and to clinical instruction. 
It was hard work, as those of us who have been through it can testify; but 

, Kober was not afraid of hard work, and so he promptly matriculated at the 
medical school of Georgetown U niversity, where he came under the preceptor-
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ship of Dr. Johnson Eliot, one of the most distinguished physicians and sur
geons in ·washington at that time. He was graduated as a doctor of medicine 
in the spring of 1873. Time will not permit any extended account of Kober's 
career in the medical school. One event of outstanding importance must be 
mentioned, however, for it marked an epoch in Kober's career, and has much 
to do with our present relations with him. For it was while Kober was 
still an undergraduate that his preceptor, Dr. Eliot, invited him to attend a 
meeting of the Medical Society. Kober gladly accepted the invitation, and 
from that time until he left Washington in July, 1874, he was present at every 
meeting. Promptly after graduation, Kober sought membership in the Medi
cal Society, but before his application was acted upon he had been appointed 
an acting assistant surgeon in the United States Army and had reported for 
duty as post surgeon at Alcatraz Island, California. The fact that he was 
twenty-five hundred miles away for an indefinite period did not lessen his 
interest, however, and upon election, October 6, 1874, he accepted member
ship, and that membership he maintained continuously during his army life 
in the far \Vest, upwards of twenty years, and has maintained ever since. 

Dr. Kober returned to \Vashington in 1889. The esteem in which he was 
then held by the medical profession, notwithstanding his prolonged absence, 
was well shown by his election in the very year of his return, as president of 
the l\Iedical and Surgical Society of the District of Columbia. In 1898, he 
was elected president of the Medical Association of the District of Columbia. 
In 1903, he was elected president of the Medical Society of the District of 
Columbia, the highest honor within the gift of the local medical profession. 
In 1915 he was president of the National Association for the Study and Pre
vention of Tuberculosis, now the National Tuberculosis Association. He has 
been dean of the Medical Department of Georgetown University since 1901. 

I might go on for the entire evening telling you of Dr. Kober's work, but to 
most of you his life of service is already an open book, and all of you, I 
know, are eager to hear the speakers who are to follow. And so with these 
remarks, a few words in appreciation of Dr. Kober's services, and a few 
words of congratulation to him on the attainment of this his seventieth birth· 
clay, I might complete the very pleasant duty with which I have been honored 
by the Medical Society- if Dr. Kober were just an average man. 

For the life and work of most of us, of the average man, can well be 
summed up in such a fashion as that which I have thus far followed. A few 
dates, a few incidents of little or no lasting importance in the life of our 
profession or of the community, a few square feet of earth, a mass of granite-
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and the life story of the average man has been told. But were I to attempt 
so to recount the work of Dr. Kober, in order that we might do honor to 

. his life of service, I should certainly fall far short of my obligation as the 
message-bearer of the Society on this occasion. Dr. Kober is not an average 
man, or else we would not be here this evening; for to his chosen profession, 
to the Medical Society, and the community he so diligently serves Dr. Kober 
has come to be something more than a mere flesh and blood man, something 
more than a mere series of dates and incidents. He must be studied and 
appraised rather as an influence---a moral or spiritual influence, if you will
tending constantly toward the enlarging and uplifting of the lives of those 
with whom he comes into contact: an influence that will continue to stimulate 
and direct the activities of the Medical Society long after Dr. Kober has 
been called from the field of his earthly labors-which, pray God, may be an 
event long delayed. 

If you were to ask me to name the secret of Dr. Kober's influence, I would 
answer first, loyalty, loyalty to an ideal. To the Medical Society-and it is 
for the Medical Society that I speak-he has been loyal first, loyal last, loyal 
at all times and above all things. Picture, if you please, the young Kober, 
just turned twenty-one years, with all the temptations to idleness and pleasure 
incident to that age, with the burden of daily toil for his livelihood and evening 
and nightly toil for an education, and yet after his first introduction into the 
Medical Society, as a guest, never missing a meeting so long as he remained in 
Washington. Follow him through nearly twenty years of absence, maintain
ing membership in the Society, without any incentive whatsoever beyond his 
bare loyalty to it. Then recall him, returning, his place in the medical pro
fession assured and with no intention of practicing medicine, and yet imme
diately resuming his position in the councils of the Society. How many of us 
would have done likewise? None, I venture to assert, and not more than a 
sorry few, I am sure. The record is, I believe, unique in the history of the 
Society. And after his return, trace his course through the years that fol
lowed-always in his place in the deliberations of the Society, and excelled 
by no one in interest and zeal in its scientific program and professional and 
public activities, even right up to the present moment as he rounds out his 
seventieth year. Do you wonder at the esteem and affection of the Medical 
Society for Dr. Kober? 

But loyalty is not a thing that springs up without cause, when and where 
it will, and it may be well to inquire into the cause for Dr. Kober's loyalty 
to the Medical Society. We have already seen that his devotion could not 
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have been due to any personal benefit that he might hope to derive, and we 
may well ask ourselves whether it may not have been due to some distinguish
ing merit in the Society itself or to the attributes of its members. Although 
our pride may suffer by the admission, we must admit, it seems to me, that 
such was not the case; it was Kober, not the Medical Society and not ourselves 
personally, that developed that spirit of loyalty that has marked his career. 
If you doubt it, search the long list of physicans admitted to membership 
since Kober became a member. How many of them have been bound to the 
Society or to ourseh-es by any such ties of c\eyotion as has Kober, and yet 
all have had at least an equal opportunity, and many have had better. Merit 
there is in the Society and in- its members, unmistakable merit, merit of a high 
order; else the Society would have long since perished. But it takes the 
exceptional man to find that merit, to analyze and appraise it, to aYail of it, 
and build it up and strengthen it so that others may share in it the better; 
and Kober was one of those exceptional men. Early in life he came under 
the influence of an ideal-duty, duty, duty-and he has lived steadfastly up 
to it; duty to his patients, duty to his fellow physicians, duty to the organized 
medical profession; duty to his fellow man. The 11edical Society was an 
agency that would fit him to discharge that duty, and it became, therefore. 
from his student days onward, an object of untiring devotion. He owed it 
to his profession and to his fellow man, he thought, to keep himself abreast 
of the advances in the science and art of medicine, and the i\Iedical Society 
was to him a post-graduate school that enabled him to discharge that 
obligation. 

But the purely scientific and professional advantages to be gained by attend
ance on the meetings of the Medical Society and by participation in its activ
ities would hardly have bound Kober to the organization as he was bound. 
There was a human element in the atmosphere of the Society, however, that 
attracted him, for Kober has always been pre-eminently a lover of his fellow 
man. ·whether that man was the Indian on the plains or in the mountains 
of the West, a dark-skinned brother in the alleys of Washington, a medical 
student struggling against odds like those that Kober had met and overcome, 
or a struggling member of the medical profession, it mattered not. Kober 
was his friend and brother. The Medical Society afforded a meeting place 
where he could come into contact with his fellow physicians, take part in their 
discussions, share in their joys and successes, sympathize with them in their 
griefs and fai lures, and promote the welfare of his chosen profession in the 
Capital City; and so he threw himself whole-heartedly into its work, admin-
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istrative, professional, and public. His investigation of typhoid fever in the 
District in 1889 and again in 1895; his intense and prolonged labor in bringing 
about the proper filtration of the water supply of Washington; his activity for 
the improvement of the milk supply; his energy and effort that led ultimately to 
the establishment of the tuberculosis hospital; his early recognition of gonorrhea 
and syphilis as presenting grave social problems; his fight in company with Gen
eral Sternberg, for the improvement of housing conditions; his untiring, self
sacrificing labors as dean of the Medical School of Georgetown University in 
the interest of medical education in the District of Columbia and throughout 
the country; his labors in the interest of industrial medicine and sanitation; 
these mark some of the high points in Kobe1-'s professional career. And 
these, and his indefatigable energy in recording the results of his studies and 
observations so that others might reap the benefit of them, serve as a measure 
of a life that has brought honor and distinction on Kober as a physician, 
a sanitarian, and a philanthropist, and that has added to the credit of the 
Medical Society, the scene of so much of his labors. 

But it is to the human side that we must always recur if we would see the 
true Kober-always simple, straightforward, honest, friendly, self-forgetting. 
One of his associates said to me only this afternoon: "I always liked Dr. 
Kober; he always tells the truth." It is a sad commentary on our present 
moral standards that a man should be chosen for a friend because he always 
tells the truth, yet how many of us do. But the observation concerning Dr. 
Kober was true; he always tells the truth. Who here has ever even so much 
as suspected him of prevaricating for the sake of policy or expediency, or 
even of evading or beating about the bush when truth was called for. As 
must already have become apparent from the picture I have drawn, Dr. Kober 
is withal a man of profound religious convictions-not in the sense of one 
who adheres to form or creed but as one in whom the spirit of religion in its 
very essence lives and breathes and directs and controls his daily life; a man 
with no religion to talk of and wear on his coat sleeve, but with a religion to 
live by. In one of our more intimate moments, Dr. Kober told me of a 
conversation he once had with one of the venerable elders of one of the Indian 
tribes with whom he came into contact during his life in the Great \Vest
a conversation about the Great Father and his divine control over the affairs 
of this life, and about the life to come-and often since then I have had pass 
before me as I thought of Kober, the young army surgeon and the venerable 
old Indian, before the camp fire, out under the canopy of the heavens, dis
cussing the eternal truths as we poor mortals, white man and Indian alike, 
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reach out to grasp them. lt has been, I believe, his recognition and acknowl
edgment in his daily life of all mankind as brothers, and of a Divine Provi
dence in the affairs of men, that have made Kober what he is to us today. 

Truly, the Medical Society of the District of Columbia has occasion to be 
proud of George Martin Kober. Truly, it is indebted to him for the work 
he has done and the influence he has exerted over it. Throughout his pro
fessional career he has stood for the best there is in medicine; with Busey, 
Eliot, and Johnston, with Ford Thompson, and Morgan, and Toner, and a 
host of others too numerous to mention, in \Vashington and elsewhere, whose 
lives have been devoted to the alleYiation of the sufferings of mankind and the 
uplift of the human race. Truly, the "Medical Society is but doing itself an 
honor in acknowledging as it does this evening its indebtedness to Dr. Kober 
and its esteem and affection for him. Dr. Kober, I pray· that you accept from 
me, therefore, on behalf of the l\Iedical Society, its congratulations on the 
attainment of this your seventieth birthday. I have been instructed by the 
Society to acknowledge its indebtedness to you for the work you have done 
and the influence you have exerted over it. The Society is proud to number 
you among the very foremost of its members who have brought honor and 
distinction to it, at home and throughout the land. And it is the prayer of 
the Society that you may long be spared in your life of service to your fellow 
men to enjoy the fruits of your labors and to live in the understanding and 
appreciation of the great esteem and love that we of the Medical Society bear 
toward you. 

Jrnf.essnr 1Dilltam I;. JJlnlws. 
Head Curator Department of Anthropolog·y, U. S. National Museum. 

Repres,mti11g the Aiithropological Society. 

I am greatly honored and greatly pleased to be accorded the privilege of 
saying a word on the occasion of the seventieth anniversary of the appearance 
of Dr. George M. Kober upon the world stage and to be asked to represent 
the Anthropological Society of \Vashington in doing homage to its president 
on the thirty-third anniversary of its organization. 

Dr. Kober's career has been a long, an arduous and a most honorable one, 
and at 70 he is still in the foremost rank of the advancing columns of science, 
education and humanization; while about him are a multitude of the younger 
generation who have grown up under his influence and who are, in turn, press
ing forward into new fields, profiting always by his experience and inspired 
by his example. 
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There are those present who have a much more intimate knowledge of the 
Doctor's professional career than I claim and they will doubtless be heard 
from, and I am thus tempted, at the risk of introducing myself unduly into the 
story, to recall certain coincidental linkings of his career and mine during the 
nearly half century of our association with the national service. 

In 1871, two young fellows reached Washington and began their life 
work; the one from the valley of the Rhine, the other from the American 
Rhine-the Ohio. Both at once found employment; the one in Georgetown 
University and the other in the Smithsonian Institute. Five years later, 
while the one was acting as surgeon with the military expedition against 
hostile Indians in southeastern Nevada, the other, in charge of the San Juan 
division of Survey of the Territories, was just across the border in Arizona 
having serious trouble with the treacherous Piutes. Whilst the one, during 
his service in Nevada, turned his attention toward the physical characteristics 
of the tribes and to the study and collection of their skeletal remains, the 
other, as a result of his work among the cliff dwellings of the Mesa Verde 
country, turned his attention from the field of geology to that of archeology 
and finally to that of anthropology. 

It happened further that the great collection of skeletal remains of the Indian 
tribes, to which the one contributed while on duty as surgeon in the field, 
which later was assembled in the Army Medical Museum, was, through the 
agency of the other, transferred to the United States National Museum, 
leading thus to the establishment of the Division of Physical Anthropology 
and to the selection of Dr. Ales Hrdlicka as Curator. This was in due course 
followed by the founding of the Journal of Physical Anthropology of which 
Dr. Kober is an associate editor; and the two lives have thus come again in 
touch, for while the one as President of the Anthropological Society of 
\Vashington is here on his seventieth anniversary to receive the commendation 
of a multitude of friends, the other is here to hand him as a token of their 
esteem a special copy of the Journal which both, under the_ direct instru
mentality of Dr. Hrdlicka, were instrumental in founding. 

To you, sir, on behalf of the Anthropological Society of Washington-a 
society to which you have belonged for many years and which you have hon
ored by becoming its president, I have to say that we are especially gratified 
to have this opportunity of further manifesting our appreciation of your 
services to the society, to the country, and to the nation, and especially of 
expressing our admiration for the qualities of mind and heart which have so 
l!ndeared you to all. 
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Jinn. l\ltury 1it!Jt ... tll!hufarluub 

Formerly President of the Board of Co111missioners of the District of Columbia 

Represe11tiiig tire Civic Orga11i:Jatio11s, District of Columbia. 

Aristotle said that a city was a place where men work together for noble 
ends. T hat would be an ideal city. But in every city there are men who 
are working together for noble ends, men who are willing to make sacrifices 
that they may give service. \Vashington is rich in such men and equally 
rich in women of the same spirit and devotion. No other city surpasses 
it in this respect. The charge so frequently made that there is lack of 
public spirit here and therefore lack of self-sacrificing service of the public 
is absolutely false. One value of such an occasion as this is that it enables 
us to give the lie to such a charge. So we are honoring our city by honor
ing our guest, for he is typical of the civic patriots who make the most of 
opportunity in the service of the national capital. They have the satisfaction 
of knowing, as in this case, that what they do here is seen all over the 
country by those who are looking for examples of ci,·ic service and that they 
benefit not only Washington, but the United States. Sometimes this is 
said to be a thankless task. It is often so. But we ought to give thanks not 
only as reward. but as encouragement. "Our praises are our wages" and 
men are working for them as for no other wages. Therefore tonight we 
heartily thank Dr. Kober for his service to our community and to our country 
through its capital. 

For thirty years, Dr. Kober has been identified with practically every 
movement for social welfare of the national capital. He has been an exam
ple to those who, retired from active life, come here to live. He recognized 
at once his obligation to the community. With his sense of duty, he could 
not be a parasite. Ever since he came to \Vashi ngton , he has been active 
in public service. 

He became a member of the Board of 1Ianagers of the Associated Charities 
in 1895, one of his first public efforts here and has been ever since faithful 
to the duties of that office as a member of the Executive and other standing 
committees and in the line of all his efforts to promote thrift particularly 
active through the agency of the Committee on ProYident Plans. 

In 1906, he was appointed by President Roosevelt a member of the Board 
of Charities. He has served continuously as a member of the Committee on 
Medical Charities. He designed the Tuberculosis Hospital which was opened 
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in 1908 on the Georgia Avenue tract which the Commissioners had acquired 
for a municipal hospital. The Sixth International Congress on Tuberculosis 
held in Washington in 1908 awarded him a medal for the design of this hos
pital. He was a pioneer in the campaign against tuberculosis, one of the 
founders and always a leader in the local Association for the Prevention of 
Tuberculosis and a leader also in the National Association of which he was 
president in 1915. 

President Roosevelt in 1907, appointed him a member of the Presidents' 
Homes Commission. He was chairn1an of the Committee on Social Better
ment and as such prepared monographs on Industrial Hygiene and Social 
Betterment, published in 1908 as Senate Document No. 644. One of the 
founders of the Washington Sanitary Improvement Company, organized in 
1897, and also of the Washington Sanitary Housing Company, organized 
in 1904, he served for years as secretary and latterly for a number of years 
as president of both companies. 

He has been a member and active worker in the Monday E\·ening Club, 
the Civic Center, Social Hygiene Association and Playground Association. 
He has endowed scholarships for excellence in Domestic Economy in the 
Public Schools. 

But then I fail to enumerate all about this model citizen of the ational 
Capital; and after all it is the spirit in which these services have been rendered, 
rather than the quality and quantity of the service that was given, of which 
we think first and most tonight. There are men in \Vashington who get 
discouraged because they have no political opportunity in the District of 
Columbia.. They say we are not citizens of the District of Columbia, we 
have none of the political duties of the District of Columbia; why should we 
care? Why should we take any interest in the affairs of our city? 

The time will come, I believe, when we shall have national representation 
in the Senate, the House, and Electoral College, and we shall have full scope 
for our political talent and activity when it will be no longer possible for our 
friend from Britain to smile as a reminder that we fought the Revolutionary 
\Var for the principle that "Taxation without Representation is Tyranny." 

But until that time comes, and it may be distant, we shall have constantly 
before us the common task of the common citizen of any community. And 
if we have the spirit of Doctor Kober we shall do that task with the zest, the 
enthusiasm, the thoroughness, and therefore with the success, which has 
brought us all here tonight in affection and admiration. 
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Ir. lnbtrt &. Bnnhtuarh 
Preside11t of the Carnegie fo stit11 tio11 of Washi11gto11. 

Rcprcse11ti11g the lflaslii11gto11 Acadcm:i• of Sciences. 

It is a rare and a happy pri\'ilege accorded us tonight to celebrate the 
attainment to the ranks of the septuagenarians of our friend and colleague and 
coadjutor in all good works, Dr. Kober. It is a special personal privilege, since, 
having preceded him by many months. nearly a whole year, indeed, in arriv
ing at the proverbial three-score-and-ten epoch, I am thereby pem1ittecl to 
patronize him a little and to tell you in his pre ence of the high esteem in 
which we all hold him. lt is a special source of relief also at this time to 
turn from the turmoil of the affairs of a sadly shattered, if not wrecked, 
world to a consideration of the altruistic labors and achievements of our 
versatile, unpretentious, indefatigable and always effectiYe associate, Dr. Kober. 

The value of a man to society is measured by the work he accomplishes. 
This may be either of immediate or of future benefit to our race. The work 
of Dr. Kober is conspicuous in both these respects; he has not only sought 
to remedy existing ills but to pre,·ent their recurrence and to forestall the 
development of new ills. His ,·ision comprehends at once the past. the present, 
:rnd the future. He has proved himself to possess both the insight and the 
foresight of a prophet in the best sense of the word. His acti\'ities in the 
promotion of sound sanitation. from its foundation up. and his preaching 
and practice in right li,·ing make him one of the leaders of progressive 
pathology. 

But I presume the best service he has ginn to society is that rendered as 
Dean of the Medical Faculty of Georgetown Cniversity. Having had some 
experience in the business of a deanship and allied occupations, I am disposed 
to bow in admiration to any man who can serve a faculty for twenty years 
in such a capacity. A dean has a difficult and often thankless task. It is 
his duty to stand between the conservative body of trustees, or governors. 
on the one hand . and the commonly impetuous members of the faculty on the 
other hand. It is his duty to recognize facts and to secure the working 
relations of reciprocity between these two groups. His capacity and reputa
tion are always under strain and often in peril. Only men with sound diges
tion and a lively sense of humor and proportion can survive. 

In Dr. Kober's case, however, the indispensable relation of reciprocity just 
referred to have been furnished in high degree I mistake not, by the university 
and by the faculty he sen·es. I am an outsider, as you are well aware, and 
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may not pretend to know much about Georgetown University. Nevertheless, 
I began making observations on this academic establishment more than thirty 
years ago, when I had the good fortune to become acquainted with Father 
Hagen, then in charge of the University Observatory and now (and for 
years past) in charge of the Vatican Observatory in Rome. It was plain 
,hat a fine, high spirit and practice prevailed at the University then and it 
has become plainer and more impressive as the years have passed. 

Naturally, in recent years I have heard more of the medical college and of 
the Georgetown Hospital than of other branches of the University. As a 
man grows older and more and more in need of repairs, precaution requires 
him to contemplate the beneficent provision now made in our leading hospitals 
for bodily derangements. It has been my privilege also to know intimately 
of the skillful and the merciful treatment accorded at the Hospital to a 
number of close friends, friends ranging through all walks of life. 

We have not met on this occasion to moralize. It is an occasion rather 
for felicitation and for good fellowship. I may be pardoned, however, for 
recalling your attention to the principles for which colleges, universities and 
other altruistic establishments stand. They are the principles which have 
survived throughout the ages. They have flourished even amid the ruins of 
empires. They are espoused, upheld and effectively applied by only a rela
tively small number of representatives of our race. There is much evidence 
in contemporary events to indicate that such representatives are now needed as 
never before. All hail, therefore, to Dr. Kober and men of his kind! Let us 
welcome him as a sage of seventy but indulge the hope that he will long 
remain young. 

Director of Bwreau of Foods, Sanitation and Health. 

Rep'resenting the Cosmos Club. 

Mr. SymposiMch: 
In your letter which I received in regard to this celebration, I was told 

that I was to represent the Cosmos Club. Now, fortunately, the day has 
passed when I can represent the Cosmos Club and I doubt if there ts any 
living person who could represent that remarkable aggregation of intelligence, 
learning, philosophy, pathology and patriotism. I shall not attempt to speak 
for the club, but what I s,1.y shall be from my own heart. 
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I have known Dr. Kober for nearly a third of a century. I am inclined 
to bestow upon him the appellation "right man." I have had some oppor
tunity to ascertain Dr. Kober's attitude on many great problems affecting 
human welfare and I have never known him to be on the wrong side. You 
may be interested in knowing how I reached this decision. It is a perfectly 
simple method which any of you can adopt. In every one of these questions 
to which I refer Dr. Kober has been on my side. I have not sounded him 
yet on Albert Einstein's theory respecting the mental delinquency of Isaac 
Newton, but I have no doubt when he, does make up his mind on that point he 
will be right, much as Mr. Newton might protest. I am free to confess 
also that I do not know his attitude on the League of Nations, but I have 
great faith in my belief that when he does chance to express himself you will 
find him again occupying the same old position. I will urge him, however, 
if he desires to be recorded in the matter before the funeral takes place, tha, 
he might do well to tell his patient just where he stands now. Almost every
body feels like saying a good word for a corpse. 

What I recall with most delight and pleasure in my association with the 
guest of the evening is the great fight that we put up for the Pure Food and 
Drug Law. Dr. Kober was always to be had on demand. In the 25 years 
in which this legislation was considered before the Committees of Congress, 
Dr. Kober was always an interested and helpful attendant. No kind of 
sophistry on the part of those members of the Committee who wanted to be 
"shown," ever in the least disturbed his self-poise, his suavity, or his ability 
to answer the puzzling questions. When he was urged to consider the fact 
that the measures which he espoused would "ruin business," he did not 
respond as he might well have done, "business be damned," but he proceeded 
to impress upon the Committee that the welfare of humanity, the health of 
the people and their proper nourishment were a great deal more important 
problems than the accumulation of wealth by a few trading in adulterated 
and misbranded products. So calm was he in his consideration of the sub
ject, so forceful in his attitude and so truthful in his replies that he always 
came off victor in these encounters with the Committee. 

I have had the honor and pleasure of being associated with Dr. Kober in 
his Ii fetime devotion to the conquering of tuberculosis. I do not recall ever 
having been present at a meeting of the Directors of the Anti-Tuberculosis 
Society in the District of Columbia at which he was not present. I regret 
that owing to many circumstances over which I had no control, he has had 
many opportunities to note my own absence from these meetings. 
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Dr. Kober early perceived that prophylactic medicine was a greater factor 
in human welfare than therapeutic medicine. He has, therefore, given all 
his time, his ability and his means largely in this direction. His monumental 
work on "Occupational Diseases and Their Control" is an evidence of his 
zeal, his mastery of the theme, and his helpful instructive work. Those who 
are able to drive a motor car have often noticed that in one make, quite com
mon, there seems to be an innate faculty of self reparation. For instance, if 
in driving a Ford one of the cylinders misses fire, you need not get out with 
a monkey wrench and a screw driver and repair the trouble. All you have 
to do is to keep on going and presently all will go well. This is a practice 
which leads one to follow that school of medicine which very properly regards 
the human body as a Ford motor car, capable of restoring of itself any dis
located parts. All you have to do is just to let "natur caper," and one great 
function of preventive medicine is to see that nature has a chance to "caper" 
properly. \Ve have long since learned that drugs do not cure. They may 
sometimes aid nature, but they neYer can function when nature gives up the 
job. He has realized throughout his later life at least, that sanitation, diet, 
exercise, sleep, play and favorable environment, condition the true vis medi
catrix naturae. In doing this Dr. Kober has not become an osteopath to 
crack jokes on spinal columns and thus relieve human ills. He has main
tained his view of a true physiologist who sees in the human body the most 
wonderful complex yet discovered, but nevertheless governed by an unalter
able law. He would not send his ailing watch to a blacksmith for repairs, 
nor his ailing body to an osteopath. 

Dr. Kober has fortunately been so situated as to give the greater part of 
his time to help humanity. If everyone were animated by the same spirit 
which he has always shown, then the greatest blessing that could come to a 
man would be to be born with an income so that he might give all his work to 
philanthropy. In that case, however, Hamlet would soon be minus a job 
as there would be no one needing help. The man who closes his eyes to the 
"will o' the wisp" of fortune-making, and sees only the work he can do for 
human betterment deserves all the praise. We have come to look upon the 
acquisition of wealth as the only measure of success. \Ve ha\·e also seen 
some illustrations of the men who acquire wealth who have given most gen
erously to human improvement. In the last few years we have seen legisla
tive efforts which tend to relieve the wealthy of a large part of their means, 
in some instances up to 65% of their total income. How much better it 
would be if we had in this country the same public spirit which ruled Athens 
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in the glorious days of Greek civilization. Although there was no law to 
that effect, yet public opinion was so strong in that center of culture as to 
prevent a man from accumulating wealth for his own use. He gave his 
wealth freely to the state and lived himself in a humble home such as the 
ordinary citizen of Athens inhabited. Dr. Kober has always been actuated 
by the noble spirit of the civic life of Athens. 

Usually when one reaches the dignity of septuagenarian it is expected that 
the younger members of the community shall do him honor. I feel, there
fore, that I am particularly favored in having been selected as one of those 
who came to do him honor and still look upon him as a boy. I love to 
encourage youth. I remember Gladstone's great work entitled "J uvei:itus 
Muncli," written when he had reached his eightieth year and as Gladstone 
looked down on that sea of youth to which he ascribed the hope and salvation 
of the world, so do I look down on this youth whom we honor here tonight 
and trust that now at the threshold of his great career he may keep that 
strength and courage, that hope and ambition which he has manifested in his 
boyish days and that now as he steps into the full light and activity of 
adolescent maturity he may keep his gaze, as he has already done, on the 
high mark which he has set, that he may fail not in his aspirations for the 
Letterment of the community, and when, as an octogenarian, he looks back on 
the most fruitful decennial period of his life, he may feel that he has hitched 
his chariot to a star and the hitching strap has never been broken. 

Former President of the American Association of Laryngologists. 

Presentation of Loving Cup. 

Dr. George Martin Kober-This day, the anniversary of your seventieth 
birthday, the Medical Society of the District of Columbia and allied scientific 
and civic organizations honor themselves in bearing tribute to you. 

We are proud of the fact that each of the contributing organizations here 
assembled claim you as their own; but we of the medical profession are prouder 
of the fact that we have had you in our fellowship longer. This is manifest fur
ther from the evidences you bear of our training, for without this training and 
the broad humanitarian principles developed in you out of your medical experi
ence, it is possible, but not probable that your mind would have been directed 
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along the various social, civic and philanthropic efforts, to which you have 
directed your attention during the latter days of your eventful caree . 

You are a living demonstration of what a man of vision, capacity, scientific 
tiaining, with indomitable courage and persistence may accomplish within 
three score and ten years. 

You, sir, epitomize the honor of labor. In whatever field of labor you 
entered, you gave to it your uttermost efforts. \Vhat an example you offer 
to the youth of the present age! 

Distinguished in medicine, hygiene, anthropology, general science, soci
ology, philanthropy, you stand today in your seventieth year as one whom this 
assemblage and the community at large take pride in honoring. 

And as a special mark of affectionate esteem for you the pleasant task has 
been accorded me of placing in your hands this emblem of our pride, confidence 
and admiration. \i\fhen this evening with its addresses and delightful sur
roundings is all but a memory you may turn to this emblem as the material 
evidences of the well wishes of your friends for the remaining happy years 
that are to come to you. 

"Your health tonight 
Take from this board of friendly hearts 
The memory of a, proud delight." 

Dean of the Georgetown Medical School. 

Response. 

}'vlr. President, Frie11ds and Colleagues: 
I thank you from the depths of my heart for this evidence of good will 

and esteem. Your kindness and the beautiful words spoken are overwhelming 
and I find it difficult to give adequate expression of my gratitude. 

\Vhen 53 years ago I landed in New York Harbor, I was indeed a youth 
without a country. My father, a German revolutionist of 1848, had vowed 
that none of his sons should serve under a German prince, king or potentate, 
and upon arriving at military age one after the other renounced allegiance to 
the Grand Duke of Hesse, and sought refuge in this hospitable country, the 
home of the free and the brave. If, in the course of years, I have become 
a useful citizen of my adopted country, I owe it not only to the inspiration of 
my dear father, who shared the ideals of men like Carl Schurz, but also in 
large part to my good American friends who always acted upon the Golden 
Rule. 
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After four years service in the Army I met Senator Schurz in Washington, 
in 1871, and became a ready convert to his doctrines on the Americanization 
of the German element in this country. There were at that time between 
five and six thousand Gem1an born citizens in this city-all engaged in useful 
occupations and many of their descendants occupy prominent positions in 
business and the skilled trades today. It is true they had a German news
paper founded in 1854 by a former townsman of mine-they also had their 
singing societies, sporting, athletic and dramatic clubs and churches in which 
the services were conducted in German, because they were in the transition 
stage and had to acquire a new language. But at heart they were all true 
Americans, and during the Civil \Var, the editor of the German Journal 
organized a battalion of Germans, left his printing office and fought for the 
preservation of the Union. His son, Edward Koch, has been connected with 
the United States Census Bureau for many years and is Chief of the Division 
of Population of the present census. 

These German gatherings were not infrequently graced by the presence of 
members of the Cabinet and other men prominent in public life. Senator 
Schurz and our fellow citizen, the Honorable Simon \Volf, never lost an 
opportunity on such occasions to impress upon the Germans the importance 
of speedy Americanization. My own contribution to the movement con
sisted in my opposition, in 1874, to the organization of a Gennan Dispensary, 
but I did aid in the reorganization of the Central Dispensary and the appoint
ment of a few German speaking physicians on the dispensary staff. In this 
J was ably supported by my friend, the publisher of the German Journal. I 
could accomplish my aim all the more readily, as my prospective appointment 
in the army and removal to the Pacific Coast precluded all suspicion of sel
fish motives. 

I look upon my early life in Washington, from September, 1871, to July, 
1874, as arduous but extremely profitable. In addition to my duties in the 
Surgeon-General's Office I attended the evening courses at Georgetown Med
ical College, and have sincerely grateful recollections of my professors and 
my earnest fellow students. As pointed out by Dr. William C. Woodward, 
I enjoyed the privilege of attending the meetings of the Medical Society of the 
District of Columbia as a Senior medical student, but had little suspicion then 
that I would at some future time be tendered a complimentary dinner by the 
members thereof and recei\'e enconium for my activities in this Society. I 
fear my former chief has deviated from his usual judicious temper and, like 
many others befitting an occasion of this kind, has become an over-indulgent 
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cntlc. He has failed to tell you that I have only partially discharged my 
obligations to the Society and this community and that without your co-oper
ation my feeble efforts would have been in vain. I must own here that 
whatever success I may have attained in my professional career is largely due 
to the teachings and example of men of the type of Busey, Eliot, Johnston
Mackall, Ashford, Morgan, Ford Thompson and a host of others who espe
cially impressed me by their steadfast purpose to keep abreast with the pro
gress of medical science. I sincerely hope that every physician, young and 
old alike, will enroll in the ranks of builders of our Medical Temple, where 
study, honesty and truth serve as watchwords. I still am convinced that a 
medical society is a graduate school in which the members teach each other. 
This form of education cannot fail to prove of value not only to the members, 
but also to the public at large. Indeed the progress of sanitation of the 
National capital is intimately connected with the history of our old and 
honorable institution. 

I extend my heartfelt thanks to President Hagner and to two of my oldest 
yet young friends, Richardson and Woodward, for the kind words spoken. 
To the members of the Society I owe special thanks for the many honors 
conferred upon me during the last 46 years, and which have culminated 
tonight in this splendid testimonial of your good will. It is my fondest hope 
that the Medical Society of the District of Columbia may continue to grow 
in usefulness and influence commensurate with the physical and intellectual 
development of the capital of a great nation. 

I also wish to thank the poet of the occasion, my old and true friend, Dr. 
S. Adolphus Knopf of New York, for his presence and the beautiful senti
ments expressed by a man whose fame as a successful crusader against tuber
culosis is world-wide. 

Time will not permit me to speak of my military career as a "Soldier and 
Country Doctor" from 1874 to 1889. It was a life full of impressive events, 
and I have learned many lessons in humanity and the brotherhood of man 
from my soldier and cowboy patients, the sturdy pioneers and the devoted 
Jesuit Missionary Fathers of the Far West. I desire, however, to express 
my deep obligations to the Medical Corps of the United States Army, and 
especially to Surgeons Wright, Burns, Barnes, Crane, Billings, Woodward, 
Otis and last but not least Sternberg, who did much to promote my youthful 
hopes and aspirations. All of these men have gone to their long home but 
their descendant representatives here, I am sure, will gladly accept my thanks. 
The medical officers have achieved great success in preventive medicine, the 
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results of which are of incalculable value to the human race, and it is hoped 
that a grateful Congress may so regulate the salaries as to attract good men 
into the public services and keep them there so that the warfare against pre
ventable diseases may go on to a final victory. 

I greatly appreciate the presence of representatives of the \Vashington 
Academy of Sciences and Allied Societies and the kind and friendly words 
spoken by Dr. Woodward of the Carnegie Institution. I can only say that 
in all my connections with scientific bodies I have received more knowledge 
than was possible for me to impart. To me these affiliations have been a 
great source of education-they have given me the power to think, a broader 
vision of life, taught me the value of pure science, revealed to me the beauties 
of creation and the marvelous achie\'ements in the different departments of 
science for the benefit of mankind. I regard science as the conservator of 
truth and its light is light from Heaven. 

To my friends of the Anthropological Society of Washington I owe 
special thanks for their partiality in choosing me as their presiding officer for 
three different terms. They were also instrumental in the organization of a 
>Jational Committee, which made the presentation of the Anniversary volume 
of the Journal of Physical Anthropology possible, and have thus conferred a 
singular honor which no man, however modest, can fail to be proud of. I 
appreciate the words spoken by Professor Holmes very deeply. May the life 
of the Nestor of American Anthropology be spared for many years to come, 
so that his bright, fertile and discerning mind, always urging, encouraging 
and inspiring, may continue to exert a still greater influence on American 
Anthropology which, thanks to his leadership, already occupies a most envi
able position among the nations of the earth. My association with men of 
science in their regular meeting places and in the hospitable home of Dr. 
Alexander Graham Bell have been so profitable that I cannot refrain from 
urging my medical friends to seek similar contact. 

My sincere thanks are due Professor 'Wiley for his appreciative remarks. 
He was the author of the Pure Food and Drug Bill and deserves all the credit. 
I was only a convert to the cause which he represented and followed his 
leadership. By his successful campaign against adulterated foods and drugs 
which vitally affect not only the pocket-book but also the health of the con
sumer, he is entitled to the gratitude of the nation. Moreover, the enforce
ment of the law has made far better citizenship. It was arduous work, car
ried to a finish without fear, favor or affection, and I can only express the 
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hope that he may enjoy many years of usefulness in the cause of humanity, 
good government and good citizenship. 

After hearing Mr. Macfarland's citation from Aristotle, I realize quite 
fully that both of us, as also Professor Wiley, owe our ideals of civic duties 
to this great philosopher, who also was a great physician, and showed his 
sanitary acumen when he wrote in his Politia : "The greatest influence on 
health is exerted by those things which we most freely and frequently require 
for our existence, and this is especially true of water and air. " If he had 
lived in these modern times of food and drug sophistication he would doubt
less have emphasized the importance of pure food and drugs. It is a fact 
however that no two factors have contributed more to the health of the 
national capital than the improvement of the air we breathe and the water we 
drink, and in this Mr. Macfarland, as a private citizen and later as President 
of the Board of Commissioners, has taken a very important part. Indeed in 
most of the activities mentioned by him, Mr. Macfarland was one of the lead
ing spirits and so was Mr Charles Moore, Secretary of the Senate Committee 
on the District of Colwnbia, and now chairman of the Fine Arts Commission 
and a host of others who are present tonight. 

In reference to my humanitarian activities in the city of Washington, which 
have been so appreciatively dwelt upon by Professor Wiley and Mr. Mac
farland, I cannot help but feel that I would not have been a worthy citizen 
had I failed to do otherwise. 

I owe all I possess to my adopted country. I began and I completed my 
medical education while in the Army of the United States, and began the prac
tice of medicine in the army, and within 15 years by a simple life and rigid 
economy accumulated a modest competency, the income of which I deemed 
quite sufficient for a man of my frugal habits, and I concluded therefore 
that I must quit making money and devote my entire time to teaching and 
work connected with public health and social and industrial betterment. If 
in the meantime my investments have yielded greater returns and enabled 
me to enlarge the scope of my usefulness, I owe it to the good management 
of a former grateful cowboy patient, and see in him and in my numerous 
friends both in and out of the profession, the rewards of an overruling 
Providence. 

If I have been able to accomplish something for the welfare of my fellow 
man it is due to the hearty co-operation of my co-workers, many of whom 
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arc present tonight, while others have gone to their long home. You have 
indeed brightened the evening of my life by the numerous evidences of good 
will and esteem. For the kind thoughts of those who organized this cele
bration and for the kind words spoken and for the presence of all my good 
friends I feel truly grateful. Of all honors which have come to me, none 
are more appreciated than the approval of my conduct by my friends and 
co-workers. 

!\bhrt1UJ lltfnrt t~t "tnrgttouttt C!!littittd &nrittg 

JAMES A. GANNON, M.D., 'o6. 

Associate Clinical Professor of Surger)', GeorgetOW1' Medical School. 

Ct is particularly fitting that the Georgetown Clinical Society, which is 
composed of his former students, should meet on this occasion to remind Dr. 
Kober of the love and esteem we have for him. He will receive many honors 
this month at the hands of his other scientific and civil associates but he will 
hear no words of congratulation which are more sincere, more heartfelt 
than those we extend to him tonight. 

We meet to celebrate his seventieth birthday; to show him how glad we 
are that the completion of three score and ten years of useful life finds 
him in the prime of mental and physical vigor; to remark how lightly the 
hand of time rests on his shoulders. 

We sometimes speak of one who has passed seventy years as old, but Dr. 
Kober is not old. If ripe judgment born of much experience is a sign of 
age, if vast knowledge caused by much study and industry is another sign; 
if high esteem and great reputation among his fellow men, the result of 
devotion to duty and contributions to scientific literature, constitute another 
sign-then indeed Dr. Kober is not se,·enty but one hundred and fifty years old. 

I met Dr. Kober eighteen years ago when I enrolled as a student at the 
:Medical School. When I reached my third year I took his course in Hygiene. 
At the close of this year we had our first misunderstanding. This is how it 
came about. I figured that by paying close attention and taking careful notes, 
it would not be necessary for me to purchase a text book on Hygiene and I 
did not purchase one. ~Iy omission somehow came to Dr. Kober's notice 
and I was unable to explain that it was clue to the clarity of his lectures and to 
the economic principles with which he sometimes punctuated his remarks. 
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During my more or less stormy career as an interne at Georgetown Hospital, 
I had occasion more than once to be guided by his good advice thereby pre
venting, I am sure, the world having another proof that youth and wisdom 
are seldom companions. l\Iany times, since I ha,·e been in practice I have 
sought his good advice which has always been sound and worth following. 

His scientific attainments are many, but as I see Dr. Kober, he would be 
great without even these, for he possesses a Yirtue which is too rarely found 
in this world-charity. Most of the Ten Commandments are written around 
this virtue and he who possesses it to the extent Dr. Kober has shown, is 
great if he has no other attainments to his credit. His whole life has been 
one of sacrifice and devotion to his fellow man. Since his retirement from 
the army, his activities have been toward making the world a better place in 
which to live. His Medical School and Hospital affiliations, his membership 
on the Board of Charities and on various commissions for the betterment of 
morality and living conditions of less fortunate men, his numerous contribu
tions to scientific literature and his legacy to posterity in the form of a volume 
on Industrial Diseases-have all brought work and worry and responsibility 
and practically no financial reward. It has been a matter of enthusiastic com
ment, especially among his former students, that, although Dr. Kober has been 
out of active practice for many years, he has kept up with present day med
ical accomplishment. At medical meetings we have all heard him bring out 
some point in the discussion which was unknown to the essayist who had 
given much time and thought to the preparation of his paper. Often when 
his day's work is done and he would be doing more justice to himself by 
resting at home, he can be found attending smokers and meetings where 
medical students congregate, instructing them, advising them, inspiring them. 
He takes great pride in those he calls his boys and I doubt if there is a grad
uate of the Medical School since Dr. Kober has been Dean whose record is 
not known to him. There are few members of the faculty who cannot recall 
the interest he has had in each member of the graduating class. When final 
examinations were being held, who cannot remember the moisture in his 
eye and the emotion in his voice when he discovered the failure of some stu
dent to attain sufficient credits to allow him to receive his diploma? 

Dr. Kober, we have all been of those medical students to whom you haYe 
devoted your life; and as children appreciate their parents more after child
hood is past, so with the passing years we have learned to appreciate you 
more. We feel that we are better doctors and better citizens because of 
your influence. 
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In closing I desire to read a short verse by Leigh Hunt, which is familiar 
to most of you, and which could be written with truth about Dr. Kober. 

Abo,i Ben Adltem (may his tribe increase!) 

A·woke one night from a deep dream. of peace, 

And saw within the moonlight in Iris room, 

Making it rich, and like a lily in bloom., 

An angel writing in a book of gold:

Exceeding peace had made Ben Adhem bold, 

And to the Prese11ce in the room he said, 

"What writest tlwu?"-The vision raised its head, 

And, u-ith a look made of all sweet accord, 

Answered, "The names of those who love the Lord." 

"A nd is mine one?" said Abou. "Nay, tiot so," 

R eplied the a11gcl. Abou spoke more low, 

But cheerily still; and saw, " I p,ray thee, then, 

~Vrite me as 011e who lo·ves his fellow men." 

The Angel wrote and ·vanished. The 11ext nigltt 

It came again with a. great wakening light, 

And slunvcd the 11.ames w hom love of God /rad blessed, 

And lo! Ben Adhem's name led all the rest . 
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EDITORIAL 

To few men is it given to live their allotted span of three score and ten 
years in devotion to duty and in service to humanity, and finally to find 
themselves at the end of those years with their sacrifices appreciated and their 
services recognized. History is replete with the li ves of men whose praises 
were not chanted until many years after they had been laid to rest in the 
unbreakable silence of the tomb; where, we may believe, the sound of chant
ing voices is not heard. But of the men who win acknowledgments of their 
good works before they pass on, one hears but seldom. It is the way of 
fame, to place a wreath of laurel on a piece of dull, cold marble; leaving the 
living brow uncrowned. 

So that a man who receives a generous meed of earthly glory from his 
contemporaries, and that, too, without any of his own seeking, must of 
necessity have that about him which stamps him as worthy. I do not know 
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George Martin Kober in person; I feel that I do not have to. I know his 
works and I know his friends, and I feel that by knowing them I have known 
him as well. They both declare that if ever living man was well worthy 
to wear the mantle of highest honors, he is that man. \Vith their testimony 
I am gladly content; since his works and his friends are equally insistent 
in compelling admiration for the man whose seventy years have been spent 
in generous service to mankind. 

Seventy years! Years crowded with episode, wam1ed with altruism, 
lighted with courage; gliding years, moving now slowly, now swiftly, as their 
burdens were light or heavy, but gliding always onward to the fulfillment of 
their glorious promise. And now, to the eyes of youth, it seems that at 
last he, George Martin Kober, must surely have attained the completest ful
fillment. Loved, honored, respected, and secure in the consciousness of work 
well done, can he ask more of life than life has already given? To be sure, 
he must have met with withering disenchantments, undergone a vast amount 
of mental drubbing during the eventful years. The vigorous man is destined 
to a multitude of disappointments while he lives. But from the pleasant 
security of seventy years must not these appear trivial, must not the whole 
voyage of his life seem to have been taken under rose-colored skies? In 
retrospect, life must appear a most joyful thing indeed. Surely Emerson must 
have erred greatly to suppose that "Life only avails, not the having lived." 
Much more pleasing is the philosophy of Stevenson on the same matter. He 
says: "To lead an adventurous and honorable youth, and to settle when the 
time arrives, into a green and smiling age, is to be a good artist in life, and 
to deserve well of yourself and your neighbor." 

This, to me, must always be the goal of human endeavor. How George 
Martin Kober views it, one cannot say. He has given much to the world in 
seventy years; more, indeed, than the world can or is likely to repay in seven 
times seventy years. He has lived in a way that can bring him few regrets, 
and has well earned repose in this life and in the next. 

"In the downhill of life, when I find I'm decli11i11g, 
May my fate 110 less fort1111ate be!" 
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Ql~rnutrle 
MERRICK DEBATE 

On Sunday, February 15th, 19201 at 8.15 P. M., the annual debate 
College for the Merrick Medal, the highest honor for debating in the 

award of the college, was keenly contested for in Gaston Hall. The question 
for the debate this year was: "Resolved, That the Amendment to the Immi
gration Bill Proposed by Senator Phelan for the Exclusion of the Japanese 
should be adopted." 

The affirmative of the question was upheld by Messrs. Robert J. Riley, '20, 

of West Virginia, and James C. l\IcCann, '20, of Maine. The negative side 
was defended by Thomas A. Dean, '20, of Illinois, and Paul De \V. Page, Jr., 
'21, of Texas. 

The decision of the judges, Daniel W. O'Donoghue, '97, Hugh J. Fegan, 
'01, and John J . Hamilton, '91, went to the affirmative side. Robert J. Riley, 
'20, was awarded the medal, the first from ~ ' est Virginia to capture the prize, 
though the Merrick Debate has been held annually since the year 1875. 
"Bob" undoubtedly had the best blending of polished speaking and convincing 
argument, while James McCann showed himself a forceful speaker in securing 
second honors. Paul Page gave a well rendered speech, though not quite 
as strong in his arguments as his colleague, Thomas Dean. Great interest 
was displayed in the debate, as was shown by the large attendance. 

ALU.UNI SODALITY 

The officers of the Alumni Sodality for the year 1919-1920 have been 
elected as follows: Spiritual Director, Rev. 'vV. Coleman Nevils, S.J.; Presi
dent, T. Brian Huyck, '92; First Assistant, Henry R. Gower, '98; Second 
Assistant, James A. Toomey, '96; Secretary-Treasurer, George E. Hamilton, 
'I 7; Sacristan, Charles E. Roach, '95. 

There will be eight meetings of the Sodality during the college year, four 
general communion meetings and four other meetings. 

• Dr. Ladd, Instructor in Neurology and Pharmacology, lectured 
~ dical before the District Medical Society on February 18th. His topic 

otes was "Injuries to Peripheral Nerves." 
Dean Kober recently attended the convention on Medical Education which 

was held at Chicago on March I st, 2nd and 3rd. Delegates representing 
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the Association of American Medical Colleges, the Federation of State Board 
Examiners and the Council of the American Medical Association on Medical 
Education were present. During the course of the convention much praise 
was bestowed on Rev. Francis A. Tondorf, Professor of Physiology, for his 
activities against the anti-vivisection bill and also for his admirable rebuttal 
of Mr. Russell's charge that all medical men were materialists. This charge 
was made by Mr. Russell and in turn refuted by Father Tondorf at a public 
meeting of the Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals at the Shore
ham Hotel during the past month. 

Dr. Frank Deuhring lectured at the University Club on February 17th, 
before the Georgetown Clinical Society on "Acidosis in Children." 

Dr. Lester Neuman, Associate Professor of Pathology, welcomed the arrival 
of a new member to his family on February 28th. It was a boy. Congratu
lations! 

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to Dr. Leon Martel, on the death of his 
mother and brother recently. · 

Our sympathy is also extended to Earle Medes, '22, whose sister died 
early in the month. 

Colonel Arthur, who was in charge of the Army Medical School during the 
war, has been appointed Medical Director at the Georgetown University 
Hospital. 

Dr. John F. Moran read a paper on February 28th before the Phi Chi Fra
ternity on "Eclampsia, Its Treatment Then and Now." 

The feature event during the past month at the Law School was 
Law the Third Prize Debate held on March 5th. The question was: 
Notes " Resolved, That the Philippines be Retained." The Senior 

Debating Society had the affirmative side of the question and was represented 
by Charles E. Pendleton of Iowa, and T. Austin Gavin of Oklahoma, with 
Thomas Francis Cullen of Pennsylvania as alternate. The Junior debating 
team consisted of Warren P. J. Hunnicutt of Georgia, Samuel L. Miller of 
New York and George Renehan as alternate. The board of judges was 
composed of Hon. Edward R. Campbell, Chief Justice Court of Claims; Hon. 
R. C. Leffingwell, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury; Hon. Martin A. Mor
rison, President United States Civil Service Commission; Hon. Daniel J. 
Donovan, Auditor of the District of Columbia, and Albert E. Berry, Esq., 
President of the Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company. The debate 
was well attended and proved very interesting. It was won by the affirmative 
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side but individual honors were given to \\'arren P. Hunnicutt of the nega
tive. In the interim of the main speeches and the rebuttals selections were 
rendered by the Senior Quartet and recitations were given by Ray \V. Per
kins, '21, and Edward J. Dailey, '21. 

The Annual Faculty Prizes have been announced. A cash prize of forty 
dollars will be given for the best essay written by a Senior on the "Doctrine 
of l:ntra Vires." A like prize will be given for the best essay written by a 
Post Graduate on the ''Treaty :Making Power of the United States." 

The Second issue of the Law J 011n1al made its appearance at the Law School 
about the first part of the month. It was received with great satisfaction and 
!=pecial comment is deserved on the leading articles by Professors Smyth, 
Fegan and Harvey. 

Georgetown Dental School, like all the larger schools of the conn
Dental try, has voted to make its course five years instead of four as it 
Notes is at present. The extra year shall be spent upon the "Hill" in 

what shall be known as the Pre-dental Course. 
The Dental Department is to be represented in the year book, "Ye Domes

day Booke" for the first time since 1915. The committee in charge consists 
of \V. R. Conran, '20, Editor, Paul Brown, '20, and J. A. Phillips, '20. The 
presidents of the under classes shall also assist. J. J. Ross, '21, J. A. Golden, 
'22. J R. Haggerty, '23, and William F. Ostergren, '23, shall act as agents 
for their respective classes. 

Dr. F. L. Finley. Class of '17, of Hartford, formerly a member of the First 
Division :Medical Corps, has been selected by Surgeon-General Rupert Blue, 
of the Federal Public Health Sen·ice, Washington, as examining dentist for 
Hartford county in connection with the work of the Bureau of War Risk 
Insurance compensation claims. 

Dr. \\'illiam Henry Powell, '19, who recently passed the Delaware Board is 
planning to open his office in \ \ ' ilmington, Delaware. 

Psi Omega Fraternity held an infom1al dance at the Washington Club, 
February 12th, and all present voted it a wonderful success. Dr. D. J. 
O'Donnell was chairman of the arrangement committee. 

Delta Sigma Delta gave a formal dance at the Lafayette Hotel, February 
r6th. John J. Dumphy acted as chairman. 

Dr. l\IcCleary was a visitor at the school during the month. He has just 
returned from France and is stationed at Paris Island, S. C. 

Dr. Vickery, '18, has received an appointment in the Federal Health Service. 
He has been detailed to New Haven, Conn. 
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Captain Ellis is conducting a special course in Operati,·e Dentistry for the 
Senior, Junior and Sophomore Classes every Saturday from five to six o'clock. 

Dr. Bain is giYing a special clinic on the House Method for making plates 
Saturday afternoons from one to two. 

Dr. John E. Black,' 18, was elected Treasurer and Dr. C. \V. Camalier, '16, 
Corresponding Secretary of the National Capital Dental Society. 

Foreign 
Service 
School 

E L ECTI ONS 

Transcending several other important but lesser events of the 
past month was the election of officers, February 20th. The elec
tion clearly demonstrated the spirit that exists within the class: 
fire, fight, determination, but above all, clean sportsmanship. The 
plurality in the important offices was such as to dispel any question 

as to the manifest wishes of the class. Those elected were: John J. Jacobs, 
President; T . P. O'Connell, Vice-President; Alexander Anderson, Treasurer; 
George E. McKenna, Sergeant-at-Arms; H. Bentley McKenzie, Historian. 

FRATERNITIES 

Among the unmistakable signs which give evidence of the character of the 
Foreign Service Class are the new fraternities. They are springing up from 
many sections and, though misunderstandings may occur at the beginning, it 
is certain that there will survive organizations which will be a great factor 
in cementing together the class, promoting social and educational activity, and 
in extending the name of Georgetown throughout the university world. 

SCHOLARSHI PS 

Post graduate courses in Constantinople, London, Venice, Shanghai, 
Buenos Aires, Copenhagen, Vladivostock, or even more fascinating centers, 
covering one year with all expenses paid are the latest attractions offered to 
students of Foreign Service. The Regent has announced the first of these 
and it is known on highest authority that others are assured. They are to 
be awarded on a basis of scholarship to the leading men of each graduation 
class. The only condition attached is that the student submit a report cover
ing his observations at the encl of the course and keep the school informed of 
his whereabouts from time to time. \Vhile on the tour he will receive two 
payments of five hundred dollars each from the scholarship fund. 
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J\lumtti N ntts 

The Hotel Bellevue, Boston, 1Iass., was the scene of the annual meeting 
and banquet of the Georgetown Club of New England. Many alumni were 
present. The Rev. John B. Creeden, S.J., President of Georgetown was the 
guest of honor. 

Father Creeden spoke of the present unrest between capital and labor and 
pointed out the college man's duty to take an interest in the settlement of this 
question. He also spoke on the growth and progress of the School of For
eign Service. The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
I. X. Cuttle, President, Cornelius T. McGrath, James P. Brennan, Clarence E. 
Fitzpatrick, J. Joseph McManus, Dr. Michael J. Sweeney and Robert \V. 
King, Vice-Presidents; Henry C. McKenna, Secretary; John F. Myron, 
Treasurer; Charles C. McCarthy, Joseph Grimes and Henry Lawler, Execu
tive Committee. 

' 67• Joseph Nelson Clark, 80 years old, one of the oldest graduates of 
Georgetown died on February 5, 1920, in Harrisburg, Pa. The death of 
Mr. Clark, who was a Civil War veteran, was caused by bronchial-pneumonia. 

•so. Conde B. Pallen was one of the visitors to the College last month. 

' 91· Colonel James Easby-Smith recently received the Distinguished 
Service Medal from Secretary of War Baker for "exceptional meritorious 
and distinguished service for the Government in connection with the admin
istration of the selective service law during the war." 

•9 1. A recently appointed member on the District of Columbia Board of 
Education is Dr. Charles Patrick Neill. Dr. Neill succeeds John B. Lamar 
and was appointed by Chief Justice McCoy. 

'98• "For distinguished and conspicuous service," read the citation accom
panying the decoration of Maj. Wallace Streator by General Pershing. 
Major Streator was one of the oldest Georgetown graduates to volunteer in 
the world war. 

'99• The following is an extract from the Boston Pilot of February 7, 1920. 

"Charles J. Martell of 85 Orchard Street, Jamaica P lain, 45 years of age, 
an attorney, one of the board of governors of the City Club, a few years ago 
candidate for Secretary of State on the Democratic ticket, died at his home 
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Tuesday night. He was born in Boston, April 23, 1875, is a graduate of 
Boston College and Georgetown University. \Vhile at Boston College he 
was editor of the Stylus and when at Georgetown was secretary to two presi
dents, Very Rev. J. Havens Richards, S.J., and Very Re,·. John D. Whitney, 
S.J. He was admi.tted to the Massachusetts Bar in 1901. He is a descendant 
of a well-known French-Canadian family. He leaves a wife, who was Miss 
Helen Coute of \Vashington, two sons and three daughters. His mother, 
two brothers and three sisters also survive him. The funeral was held on 
Friday, February 6, with a Requiem High Mass in Saint Thomas' Church. 
The interment was in St. Francis Xavier Cemetery, \Veymouth." 

Ex-'02 , Charlie O'Brien, S.J., who recently completed his novitiate at Yon
kers is at present teaching at Brooklyn College. 

· '04. Richard Keady died recently at his home in Hagerstown, Md., as a 
result of the "Flu," contracted at Camp Zachary Taylor, Ky. 

'05. John G. Price, the ~ttorney-General of Ohio, was in Washington 

recently to argue a case before the United States Supreme Court. 

Ex-'10. Gregory Ignatius Zsatkovick, who attended the Georgetown Law 
School in '08, has been elected the first President of Rusinia, one of the states 
of Czecho-Slovakia. 

'11. ·William Fitzgerald, who was A ll Southern guard in football for three 

years, has just obtained his release from the navy and it is rumored that he 
will attend the Law School. 

' 12• Vin Dailey, of athletic fame, has fully recovered from a very serious 

attack of pneumonia. 

' 12· After having served in the army for two years, Harold DeCourcy has 
entered the Foreign Service School to study foreign trade. 

Ex-'18· Peter J. Mallon announces that he and his partner, James H. 

Gilvarry, have opened an office for the general practice of law in conjunction 
with their real estate and insurance business at 164 Seventh Avenue, Brook
lyn, N. Y. 

•13 . Lieut. Carl Bueche, U . S. N., has been assigned as an instructor at 
the Naval Medical School. 
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' 14· Henry John Tate, who graduated from the Georgetown l\ledical 
School in 1914, died on February 11, 1920, at the House of Mercy Hospital, 
Pittsfield, Mass. He was a first lieutenant in the Medical Corps and saw 
service abroad. His death was the result of an attack of pneumonia. 

'15· THE JOURNAL has received announcement of the wedding of Dr. 
George Ignatius Connolly and Miss Leonora Gertrude Crotty on February 
I I, 1920, in Fitchburg, Mass. Congratulations! 

'15 · THE JOURNAL has the privilege of announcing the engagement of 
Dr. William P. Herbst, '15, to Miss Catherine Arnold, of Chicago. Miss 
Arnold graduated from the University School, Chicago, and later attended 
the Georgetown Visitation Convent. Dr. Herbst served as a Senior Grade 
Lieutenant in the Navy overseas for two years and is now at the Mayo Clinic, 
at Rochester, Minnesota. 

'16· Another important public position has gone to a Georgetown man and 

this time to Wayne Johnson, who has been appointed Solicitor of Internal 

Revenue by President Wilson. 

'17• Billy Bache has been appointed cashier of the National City Bank 

in Nicaragua. THE JOURNAL certainly wishes Billy great success. 

'18· Frank Harrington visited the college last month on his way home 
from Panama where he has been working for the United Fruit Company. 

' 19· "Tubby" :t\IcMahon \\'as one of the spectators at the Yale-Georgetown 
basketball game. 

' 19· Louis Langie, who is studying law at Columbia, paid the college a 

visit during a recent business trip to Washington. 

Ex-•19. Cliff McCormick, who has an important position with the Mercantile 

Bank of the Americas, spent a few days at the college during February. 

Ex-'19· A recent Yisitor to the college was Andy Dempsey, who is connected 

with a large shipping concern in New York. 

Ex-•20 . Johnnie Gilroy, one of Georgetown's greatest halfbacks, spent a 

short time in \Vashington recently. He has been acting as a super-cargo in 
the Merchant Marine and has visited many seaports in Europe and South 
America. 
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Jnurual innk &lftlf 

SOCIALISM AND AMERICAN IDEALS. By W1'lliam Starr M ':>1ers, Ph.D. Prince
ton University Press; Princeton, N. J. Price $r.oo net. 

It is always a pleasure to welcome a book that seeks to place the evils of 
Socialism in a clear light before the American public. Of the need of such 
a procedure, recent events have given us many warnings. Hence it is with 
real interest that every thoughtful citizen will read such chapters as " \Vhy 
Socialism Appeals to Foreign-Born Population," "The Conflict of Socialism 
With Basic Principles of Democracy and Religion." It s a mystery to many 
people why Socialism should be so attractive to toilers of the world, but we 
must remember that the majority of these have neither the disposition nor the 
intelligence to thoroughly examine the subject, the false principles which form 
th bases of all socialistic movements. As a consequence, they are influenced 
by the glamor of the millenium so confidently promised them by their pro
phets. vVe are grateful to Doctor Myers for his able solution of these prob
lems, as well as for his splendid presentation of the reason why Socialism is 
opposed to the principles of democracy and religion. Our regret is. that the 
author does not enter still deeper into the Rubject. He also seems unaware of 
the profound works of Catholic philosophers upon this engrossing topic from 
·Nhose writings he might ha,·e gained many a cogent reason and many a clinch
ing argument, and he would also ha,·e omitted phrases about the gains for 
intellectual freedom contributed to society by Luther. The author's remedy 
is co-operative effort and he makes many practical suggestions along this line. 
-vVhile we cannot agree with all the writer's remarks, we are in perfect accord 
with his general views, that Socialism is fundamentally unsound and directly 
opposed to religion, to democracy and to patriotism. 

EMINENT VICTORIANS. By Yytton Strache31• G. P. Putnam's Sons. Price 
$3.50 net. 

We have here one of the best written bits of biography that has come to 
our attention for some time past. It is in a most agreeable style and a most 
intimate manner that Mr. Strachey exposes for us phases of the Victorian 
age as exemplified in the lives of an ecclesiastic-Cardinal Manning, an edu
cator-Dr. Arnold, a woman of action-Florence Nightingale, and a man of 
adventure-General Gordon. His reading is wide rather than deep; he is 
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a master of smart sayings, and his reflections are flippant rather than pro
found. He has a tendency to repeat gossip on an equal basis with documentary 
evidence, and even though his gossip is interesting its presence is unpardon
a ble. At times he wanders across the compass from the paths of truth. 

The sketches of Dr. Arnold and General Gordon are generally orthodox, 
and his estimate of Florence Nightingale is concise and fair sa\'e that when 
he tirades against the morals and knowledge of the nursing profession in her 
day he applies to the world a condition which existed almost wholly in England, 
ignoring the magnificent hospitals conducted by nuns in France, Spain and 
Germany, from which Miss Iightingale herself admits that she drew her 
inspirations. And as regards her work at Scutari he is characteristically 
,,arrow in his ignorance of preterition of the high praises which Miss Nightin
gale showered upon the nuns who labored there, and the fact that hundreds of 
Irish nuns worked in the Crimea while Miss Nightingale lived in safety and 
even in comparative comfort at Constantinople. 

But it is in his essay on Cardinal Manning that Mr. Strachey is particularly 
led by proverbial British blindness to all save what he wants to see, as well 
as by indifference if not hostility to truth in general and revealed religion 
in particular. Our author's sympathies are altogether with Cardinal New
man in his many difficulties, and he ascribes to jealousy and downright cussed
ness the hearty dislike which it is supposed was accorded him by Cardinal 
Manning. But even though the figure of the Oratorian is more appealing, 
we should not forget that the passion of Cardinal Manning's life ( which Mr. 
Strachey fails to understand) was ubi sit Petrus, ibi ecclesia. In his treat
ment of the Vatican Counci l Mr. Stracl1ey is especially ludicrous. He trans
plants to the dignified court of Rome what one might have found in the days 
of Imperial Paris, and any schoolboy would laugh at the ideas of questions 
of dogma being settled at a princess' e1:e11ing party, with the gay world chat
tering about." His references to the unsanitary conditions of Papal Rome 

seem strange from the pen of a native of that country whose slums have been 
::i parable in the mouth of the world even to our day. A little real scholarship 
and less flippancy might have served him well when he ascribed to personal 
prestige Cardinal Manning's precedence "in public documents over the names 
of peers and bishops"; whereas as a matter of fact this phenomenon arises 
merely from the meticulous observance which the house of Guelph d'Este 
has always accorded the articles of the Congress of Vienna which assure to 
a Cardinal of the Roman Church the rank of a Prince of royal blood. His 
reference to the bulls of John XXII and N icholas III on the doctrine of the 
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poverty of Christ, probably borrowed from some fanatical tract, shows an 
amazing lack of knowledge, for he considers as diametrically opposed two 
!mils condemning two extremes, both of them quoting and asserting the happy 
medium. And ~Ir. Strachey hasn't the cogency to realize the damning con
sequences if what he writes were true. Many other instances of carelessness, 
prejudice and falsehood abound. On a whole our author failed miserably 
if he ever intended to follow his preface--"Je n'impose rien; je tie propose 
rien; j' expose." 
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BASKETBALL 

JOHNS HOPKINS 

On Friday evening, February 6, Georgetown defeated the Johns Hopkins' 
4uint in Ryan Gym by a 36 to 32 count. Since the Yisiting team was com
posed of former Princeton and Yale players and had on a previous occasion 
routed Dartmouth, the result of this game was of special interest to the G. U. 
followers. The outcome was dubious until the second half when three field 
goals and nine free throws by Fees pulled the game out of the fire. 

NORTH C.\ROLIN A 

:Monday, February 9, the Blue and Gray Yanquished the reputed North Car
olina five in a very fast game by a 36 to 27 score. The score at the end of 
the first half was 16 to 14 in fa\'or of the Yisitors. However, the lightning 
passwork and accurate shooting of the Hilltoppers in the second half proved 
too much for the Carolinians. Both teams scored twelve times from the floor, 
but the visitors were frequently penalized for illegally advancing the ball. 

D .\ VIS & ELKINS 

The Davis and Elkins College team was the next to bow to the 'Varsity 
in a one-sided contest. The final score was 38-20. The Hilltoppers so 
entirely outclassed their opponents in the early stages of the game that Coach 
O'Reilly rushed in the Reser\'es at the beginning of the second half. Fees 
played his usual stellar game, scoring 20 points. 

ST. JOHN'S OF BROOKLYN 

The Hilltoppers won their tenth consecutive Yictory and terminated their 
home season when the St. John's College quint of Brooklyn, unable to cope 
with the fast Aoonvork of the Blue and Gray, lost 4r-23. Fees, O'Connell 
and Dudack were the stars of the game, caging the ball from all angles of 
the court. 
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NE"W YORK AGGIES 

Georgetown initiated its northern trip with a victory over New York Aggies 
of Farmingdale, L. E., 31-18. The game was loosely and roughly played. 
O 'Connell and Zazzali played well for the \Vashingtonians, scoring more than 
half their team's points. 

YALE 

On Tuesday evening, February 24, the Varsity lost its first game of the 
season. It was the poorest game played by the Blue and Gray this year. 
The entire Hilltop team took an unexpected slump and was overwhelmed. 
The score was 46--17. 

ST. JOHN'S OF BROOKLYN 

Stung by the set-back at New Haven, the quint won its thirteenth victory, 
routing St. John's College in Brooklyn. The game, it was said, was the 
best played on the Brooklyn court this season, and at the end of the scoring 
the Blue and Gray was on the longer end of a 50 to 23 count. 

FORDHAiU 

An easy victory over its ancient rival, Fordham, 46--31, ended a most suc
cessful season for the Hilltoppers. Zazzali was a potent factor in the Gotham 
lads' defeat, scoring eighteen of his team's points. 

TRACK 

BOSTON lUEET 

Jimmy Connolly, considered a star collegiate miler, ran a good race when, 
at the Boston Athletic games, he won third place, beating such veterans as 
Nightingale and Cuthill. At the crack of the gun Jimmy leaped into the lead, 
holding it until the fourth lap, when Joie Ray, champion miler of the country, 
and Mike Devaney of the New York Athletic Club, spurted by him, the fonner 
beating Devaney by a few feet. 

Johnny Feeney, the Blue and Gray's high jumper, earned third place in 
the high jump with a jump of 6 feet 2¼ inches. His handicap was 2,½ 
inches. 

BUFFALO iUEET 

Feeney brought new honors to Georgetown by winning the Junior National 
A. A. U. title in the high jump at Buffalo. He cleared the bar at a height of 
5 feet, r r inches, defeating Earl \Vind hovel, of the Meadowbrook A. C. by 
one inch. 
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Be A Regular Fellow 
and let us supply your wearables. 

THE RITE KLOfflES AT THE RITE PRICE 

Ev~1,ything in Men's W ear , Clothing, 
Furnzsh£ngs, Hats, S hou 

Sol Herzog & Co., Inc. 
Corner Ninth and F Streets 

Washington, D . C. 

Exclusive Agents 

Style Plus Clothes and Campus Togs. 

' Speaking of dropping a hint, there's a hint in 
every drop! 

*"Scotch Mists!" 
Fine, rain or shine. 
The handsomest sort of fair-weather overcoats, 

rainproofed. Exclusive with us. 
The best of everything college men wear. 
* Registered Trademark. 

Special "Shopping Service'' for orders by mall. 

ROGERS PEET COMPANY 
B,oadway Broadway 
'8t 13th St. "Four at 34th St. 

Convenient 
Broadway Corners" Fifth Ave. 
nt Warren nt 41st St. 

NEW YORK CITY. 

Put It Right Here! 
GOOD FELLOWS WITH CHEER 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR GENEROUS CO-OPERATION AND 
PATRONAGE BY DEALING AT TIIE 

Georgetown College Store 
YOU HA VE HELPED TIIE TEAMS TO VICTO}3.Y 

Please Patronize Advertisers and Mention THE JOURNAL. 



Nationally Known 
in Know Time 
Bevo has become the best 
friend of food and fellow
ship. 

Drink it for its purity 
and deliciously appetizing 
flavor. 

At the soda fountain or 
with your meals. 

Bevo must be served cold. 

ANHEUSER-BUSCH, ST. LOUIS 

~Q._alf.:!loar-round soft drini 

Serve if cold 
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BOSTON NEWPORT 
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FRANKLIN SIMON MEN'S SHOPS 2 to 8 WEST 38th STREET 

OUTFITTING AUTHORITIES 
FOR COLLEGE MEN 

Embracing Hand - Tailored Clothes, London-made Aquascutum Topcoats. 
Furnishings, Hats and Shoes 

SPECIALIZING 

In the Staples and Novelties of Men's Attire and deriving its intelligence and its 
merchandise from exclusive and authoritative sources in London, Paris and New York. 

Our representative will show in the Senior Class Room on May 11th 

FIFTH A VENUE, NEW YORK 
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