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In late July 1817, Charles and George Dinnies became the
first two students to receive bachelor of arts degrees from George-
town College, and stepped into history as the institution’s first official
graduates. Based on our familiarity with DC’s summer temperatures,
it's probably safe to guess that the weather was both oppressively hot
and unbearably humid, conditions that could not have thrilled guests
at the 4-hour midday ceremony. Drawing from our own commence-

ment experiences, it's probably also safe to say that family members
who made the trip down from New York were unbelievably proud of
the brothers, as were the numerous community members and distin-
guished guests in attendance. The backdrop for such a celebration
190 years ago would not have been Healy Hall or its accompany-
ing circle, but rather an assembly room inside O1d North, one of the
campus’s few initial buildings. After receiving their diplomas, the
Dinnies brothers would not have headed off for a family dinner at
1789, a pint at the Tombs, or a leap into Dahlgren Fountain, for the
simple reason that none of these places existed yet. As for the sea of
blue and gray decorations present at our graduation exercises, such
colors were not adopted by the university until the end of the Civil
War, and would have held little significance for the graduates of 1817,

In tracing the evolution of Georgetown University from its
founding in 1789 and that first commencement ceremony in 1817,
one of the most surprising observations is how much our school has
changed during our own time on the Hilltop. Arriving on campus in
August 2003, our freshman class became the first to move heavy suit-
cases into Southwest Quad dorm rooms and munch on chicken fingers
in Leo’s dining hall. We explored our new home alongside Jack the
Bulldog, who had himself moved onto campus as a puppy only a few
weeks before we joined him as freshmen. As we walked- and sometimes
ran- to lectures in 5t. Mary’s and ICC, we marked the progress of the
Davis Performing Arts Centerand the new football field, and witnessed
the beginnings of the new MSB building. Somewhere along the way,
we bid farewell to lunches in Darnall, guitar sing-alongs with Father
Pat, and the legendary atmosphere of “Dirty South,” but welcomed the
newly-renovated Hoya Court and the Movie Madness DVD delivery
service. Season basketball tickets firmly in hand, we marveled as the
seats at the MCI Center graduaﬂy began to fill up around us, stormed
the court in January 2006 after the Hoyas upset Duke, and took to the
streets when the men's team reached the Final Four. From our vantage
points in the newly-renamed Verizon Center, the Gonda Theater, or
the big green chair on Reservoir Road, we can track these and other
changes that have profoundly affected the ways we, as well as future
graduates, experience the Hilltop and relate to the school community.

Justas these walls and commemorative banners have been raised
around us, so have we continued to evolve as not only Hoyas, but also
as individuals. Within the safety of Healy Gates, we have switched
majors or schools, studied new languages, changed political parties or
religions, championed previously-unfamiliar causes, and shared the
accompanying mixed emotions with an ever-expanding assortment of
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