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This month’s Listserv includes the Montford Point Marines, TBI, Vietnam War Stereotypes, 
perceptions and of veterans. 
 
Montford Point Marines 
The obituary of one the last surviving Montford Point Marines, Allen Newton Frazier, tells about 
that famous group through the life of one person who  had a long military career. The all-black 
Montford Point Marines were named after their place of training  adjacent to Camp Lejeune in 
North Carolina and existed from 1942 to 1949, decommissioned after President Truman’s 
Executive Order integrating the armed forces on July 26, 1948. More than 20,000 African 
American Marines trained there of whom 13,000 served overseas and are particularly 
remembered for their role in the battle of Saipan.  Their number included former NYC mayor 
David Dinkins and civil rights leader Cecil B. Moore. The marines received a Congressional Gold 
Metal in 2012. More information is on the National Montfort Point Marine Association website. 
 
TBI 
Traumatic Brain Injury is a major consequence of the post-9/11 wars and probably also past 
wars - we are only beginning to learn more about its occurrence after Vietnam. It is said that 
that there are 32,907 cases of TBI from resulting from the post 9/11 Operations as of 2011. 
Here  is a story of a soldier-scientist’s  hunt for answers about how battlefield explosions cause 
TBI (Part 1). His odyssey ranged from the battlefield, through military hospitals, to Harvard 
Medical School researchers to a band of soldiers and scientists searching for answers, Admiral 
Mike Mullen’s Gray Team. Part 2 tells of the work of the Gray Team. 
 
Vietnam War Stereotypes 
Stereotyping veterans is common.  In particular, negative stereotypes and poor treatment of 
veterans burgeoned after the Vietnam War reinforced by certain movies and public media. A 
New York Times article addressing this this issue is here.  One story within that article is about a 
Vietnam veteran who lost an arm and was told that he deserved it. A colleague of mine in VA, 
who also lost an arm and later became the VA Director of Prosthetics, heard this type of 
comment from the moment he stepped off the plane in San Francisco, his homecoming 
welcome. However, these attitudes have changed in large part because of the work of many 
outstanding individuals who are veterans of that war.  
 
Perceptions 
Along the same lines is an article from USA Today about veterans  battling PTSD stigma even if 
they don’t have it and, how this may interfere with employment among other things.  Even 
though public perceptions of veterans have greatly improved, there is still work to be done.  
 
 
Joel Kupersmith, M.D. 
Director, Georgetown University Veterans Initiatives 
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Professor of Medicine 
 
If you have any items you think would be of interest, please forward them to the email address 
vetstudies@georgetown.edu. 
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How Much the VA Spends and On What  
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Percent of Veterans Among Full-Time Permanent New Hires in the Federal Executive Branch  

(Top 10 agencies, FY2014) 
 

 

https://www.va.gov/vetdata/docs/Quickfacts/Homepage_slideshow_06_04_16.pdf

