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Veterans Studies Interest Group Listserv 
issue	#14	November	7,	2017  
 
Listserv #14 includes quotes for Veterans Day, a survey performed by the Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America on post-9/11 veterans, a New York Times article about a decorated Marine 
with PTSD and the Invictus Games. 
 
Veterans Day 
Veterans Day is upon us and his origins were reviewed in Listserv  #3 (attached). I add three 
quotes relevant to veterans: 
  
“We often take for granted the very things that most deserve our gratitude” Cynthia Ozick 
 
 “As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter 
words, but to live by them” John F. Kennedy 
 
 “Never was so much owed by so many to so few” of course, Winston Churchill. 
 
Other Veterans Day quotes can be seen here and here. Veterans Day events in DC are listed here. 
 
 
IAVA Survey of Its Members 2017 
The Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America have just released a survey of their membership 
of post-9/11 veterans and it contains a number of interesting observations.  
 
Post 9/11 GI Bill 
The Post-9/11 GI Bill is very widely used by these respondents – of 92% who are eligible for its 
use, 55% used it for themselves while 11% transferred it to dependents and 24% intend to use it.  
Satisfaction was high and an overwhelming majority considered the Act important for 
recruitment, reintegration and retention in the military. And, 50% had no student loan debt. (page 
20) 
 
          Top 5 Reasons to Choose a School 

 
 
Transitions Out of the Military 
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Ninety percent of veterans had challenges on transitioning into civilian life, of which the top 3 
were health concerns, finding/keeping employment (25% did not have a job for over a year) and 
loss of identity/purpose. Managing finances and finding a home were other challenges. (page 29) 
 
Perceptions of Veterans 
Seventy percent of respondents agreed that the American public supports veterans, but only 16% 
agreed that Americans understand their sacrifices and 39% that employers see value in hiring 
them (page 15) 
 
Health Concerns 
Health concerns of various kinds were major issues for post-9/11 veterans (pages 26-29) 
    
Mental health issues were prominent. Fifty-seven percent of respondents felt that they had a 
service-connected mental health injury and 73% of them were seeking care for it. For 53%, 
someone close to them recommended that they seek care of this nature and 80% of those 
veterans sought help as a result.  Six percent used a service animal. 
 
            Health Perceptions Before Joining the Military and Now 

 
 
This is striking – a sharp decline in perception of one’s health after military service, much of it 
presumably related to mental health. It is similar to earlier findings. Antidepressant, opioid, 
sleeping pill and anti-anxiety medication use was common (taken by 20-23% each). 
 
 
Suicide among veterans is a major issue and reflected in the survey. 
 
                                    Respondents who have Considered Suicide 
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  Acquaintances Who Have Attempted or Died by Suicide  

 
 
As seen, both of these numbers were higher this year. 
 
VA Experience 
A full 82% of respondents are enrolled in VA healthcare care and 90% of those veterans have 
sought VA care in the last year, perhaps surprising figures since this generation has been 
thought, inaccurately, to reject VA. Twenty-eight percent of veterans surveyed overall have used 
VA exclusively while 38% combined it with other healthcare. 
 
                                                        Review of VA Experience  

 
 
So, the VA is important to these veterans though there are variable reviews and the veterans tend 
to shop their healthcare (page 25). 
 
 
Political Engagement 
Political engagement among veterans was high compared to other individuals. Ninety-six percent 
of the respondents were registered to vote, 88% voted in the 2016 presidential election and 41% 
have considered running for public office. The top 5 issues they considered important for 
political candidates were veterans issues, the economy, healthcare, homeland security and 
military/defense issues (page 11). 



 4 

 
Employment 
 
Employment status for veterans has improved over the past 4 years as other national statistics 
have shown. 
                                                           Employment of Respondents 

 
 
Government was the most common employer (32%), 65% were satisfied with their current job 
and 24% were interested in starting their own business (page 22). 
 
Satisfaction with Benefits Other than Healthcare 
                        
                                         Satisfaction with Various Benefits 

 
Note especially, satisfaction with the GI Bill/education benefits (page 25). 
 
 
Survey Methodology 
Survey was of the IAVA membership only and was completed by 4,345 participants. 
While veterans surveyed are in a younger age group, 16 years have passed since 9/11 and 49% of 
these veterans are over age 40 as seen here. 
 
                                                   Ages of Respondents  
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Other aspects of survey methodology are on page 30. 
 
Conclusions 
Many interesting items appear in this survey of IAVA membership. These post-9/11 veterans are 
generally doing well in employment, often want to start their own businesses, make use of their 
benefits (in particular the G.I. Bill which is most important to this generation of veterans), are 
politically engaged and have mental health issues and prominent self-perceptions of poor health. 
In general, the survey is in line with the IAVA survey last year and with other surveys of 
veterans.  
 
NY Times Article on Marine with PTSD 
On October 18, the New York Times featured an article about a decorated Marine with PTSD 
who was charged with a hate crime in an incident he does not remember. 
 
Invictus Games 
The Invictus Games, an international adaptive sporting event for injured active-duty and veteran 
service members, were held this year in Toronto, Canada on September 23-30. They are similar 
to the U.S. Warrior Games and were launched in 2014 by Prince Harry, who himself had served 
in the Army in Afghanistan, and attended by many international notables. Games of this nature 
do much to raise the spirit of injured veterans. 
 
 
Joel Kupersmith, M.D. 
Director, Georgetown University Veterans Initiatives 
Professor of Medicine 
 
Stats Section 
 

Korean War Casualty Summary 
(as of April 24, 2017) 
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From the Congressional Research Service 
 

 
 
 
 


