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The month’s listserv includes myths about student veterans, a recounting of the beginnings of 
the veterans’ health care system, recovery of wreckage of the the USS Indianapolis which was 
torpedoed in World War II, reticence of many veterans to talk about their experiences and the 
story of a Congressional Medal of Honor winner. 
  
Myths About Student Veterans 
Myths about veterans abound. Here, Jared Lyon, Pres. and CEO of the Student Veterans of 
America, takes on 4 myths about student veterans.  Perhaps the most widely held is that 
student veterans do not perform well in school. Incorrect!  Student veterans have a GPA of 3.35 
versus 2.94 for others, based on a National Veteran Education Success Tracker, a research 
partnership between the Student Veterans of America, the VA and the National Student 
Clearinghouse. Myth #2 that student veterans are t traumatized or have family issues that mar 
their performance. In fact over half are married and 47% have children. Myth #3, that student 
veterans won't follow through to complete their degrees, also a distortion. Over 6 years, a full 
53.6% of veterans complete degrees versus 39.2% of others, perhaps attributable to veterans’ 
higher likelihood of completing missions. Myth #4, very pernicious, is that student veterans are 
not college material. Certainly, not true as anyone who has interacted with our student 
veterans on the Georgetown campus surely knows. "There are 1.1 million veterans in higher 
education right now." I think it is very important to correct not only these myths about student 
veterans but stereotypic misconceptions and myths about veterans in general. 
  
Beginnings of Healthcare System for Veterans 
World War I Capt. Robert Marx was a driving force in the forming a system for health care for 
veterans. He also helped found the Disabled American Veterans shortly after World War I which 
along with the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the also newly formed American Legion worked to 
change care for veterans from a haphazard to a systematic approach. There had been networks 
of state and federally funded soldiers’ homes, which offered some medical care but generally 
veterans received care wherever they could even if they had serious war wounds. The advent of 
modern medicine in that era, exemplified by the x-ray machine, stimulated the movement 
toward modern hospitals. The government formed the Veterans’ Bureau which took over 
military and Public Health Service facilities and a nationwide network of veterans’ hospitals was 
born. By 1932 the Veterans Bureau had grown into the Veterans Administration and they were 
caring for 44,000 patients in about 70 hospitals. Now the number of veterans enrolled in VA is 9 
million and many new ideas about veterans’ care are emerging. 
  
Sinking of the USS Indianapolis 
Last summer, Microsoft cofounder Paul G Allen discovered the wreckage of the USS Indianapolis 
almost 3½ miles below the surface of the Philippine Sea. It has been 72 years since Japanese 
torpedoes sunk the ship. The harrowing tale of the sinking is told by  93-year-old former Marine 
Cpl. Edgar Harrell here. The cruiser was returning from a mission that delivered “Little Boy”, the 
atom bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima, and was on its way to join the USS Idaho to prepare 
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for the invasion of Japan.  Unbeknownst to his crew, the ship was being tracked by Japanese 
submarine I-58 and on July 30, 1945 the submarine fired 6 torpedoes, 2 of which sunk the ship in 
15 minutes. About 800 of its nearly 1200 crewmembers successfully exited the ship and for 4 
days floated “aimlessly and hopelessly in shark infested waters” with life jackets that did not have 
enough buoyancy to keep the men afloat without continuous swimming. Many died of 
dehydration, starvation and shark attacks and only 317 had survived when they were rescued 4 
days later. The Indianapolis’ Capt., Charles Butler McVeigh III was court-martialed and convicted 
for failing to steer the ship to avoid the torpedoes. Later his sentence was commuted but in 1968, 
he committed suicide several years before evidence of his innocence became public.  
  
Father in Vietnam 
I think many of us have had the experience described in this article that a family member of the 
previous generation who fought in World War II or Vietnam never speaks about it.   Many 
veterans never talk about their experiences, my own family members included. For Vietnam 
veterans, the reception they received on their return may also foster silence. Perhaps a number 
of us feel the same way as this article’s author who wished that he had asked. 
  
Medal of Honor Winner 
The events that led to a Medal of Honor for Army Capt. Flo Groberg are recounted here. As 
described in a book on the subject’ entitled “8 Seconds of Courage”, Captain Groberg interfered 
with a suicide bomber, saving a number of lives while sustaining significant injuries to himself. 
He is thankful to his significant other for listening “patiently to his traumatic war stories, and 
kindness that allowed him to get a full night’s sleep without pills or alcohol”. He is also thankful 
to the many who cared for him. 
The number of Medal of Honor winners is listed as 3,517, nearly half of them awarded to Civil 
War heroes.  Secretary of War Edwin Stanton bestowed the first Medal to Private Jacob Parrott 
on March 25, 1863 for his participation in a daring hijack of a Confederate train at Big Shanty, 
Georgia (a description of the event is here).  A few weeks later, 5 of his comrades on the raid 
received the same honor. On April 4, 1863, Stanton awarded the first Navy Medals of Honor to 
41 sailors for various actions. 
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From the Department of Veterans Affairs’ Characteristics of Rural Veterans Report, July 2012 
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Definitions of rural areas are here. 
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