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This month’s Listserv includes the 50th anniversary of both the Battle of Hue and Pueblo 
incident, a lawsuit related to other-than-honorable discharges and the virtual eradication of 
Hepatitis C in the VA. 
 
Fiftieth Anniversaries 
January 23 marked the 50th anniversary of the capture of the USS Pueblo by North Korean 
forces and 8 days later, January 31, the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Hue in the Vietnam 
War. Both were events of lasting significance for the military, veterans and the country. 
 
USS Pueblo  
In a major Cold War event with continuing implications, on January 23, 50 years ago the USS 
Pueblo, a World War II vintage cargo hauler that had been converted into an environmental 
research vessel, was attacked and captured by North Korean forces in what is known as the 
“Pueblo incident”.  Slow and poorly armed, the ship was badly overmatched when it came up 
against attacking North Korean forces and soon surrendered with 82 crew members captured 
and one killed. The incident was followed by 335 days of captivity marked by psychological 
abuse and torture of the crew, especially the ship’s captain, Commander Lloyd Bucher. The 
crew was released into the demilitarized zone on December 23, 1968 via an agreement, later 
withdrawn, in which the United States signed an apology statement and admitted that it 
“illegally intruded into territorial waters of North Korea”.  
 
The USS Pueblo now sits moored on the Potong River as part of the Pyongyang Fatherland 
Victorious War Museum.  North Korea marked the 50th anniversary with a video shown on 
television in which  a  museum guide displays the ship including  bullet holes, shrapnel marks, a 
crumpled American flag in a glass case and written confessions by the Pueblo’s captain and 
crew. There were also photographs of the Capt. Bucher signing a confession and crew members 
walking across the Demilitarized Zone after their release.  
 
Commander Lloyd Bucher returned to a recommendation that he face a court martial, but this 
was nixed by the Secretary of the Navy. In 1989 the crew was granted Prisoner of War status 
and they all received the Prisoner of War Medal in a ceremony at San Diego on May 5, 1990. In 
addition, the  Navy Cross was awarded to Robert Hammond, the Silver Star to Frederic Carl 
Schumacher and Duane Hodges and there were 10 Purple Hearts.  Former Pueblo 
crewmembers sued North Korea in U.S. court which awarded them $65 million in October 2008 
with various attempts since to collect the money. 
 
Battle of Hue 
As has been said in many ways, the battle of Hue was a decisive victory that lost the war. The 
old imperial city of Hue was strategically located along Highway 1, an important supply line for 
the South Vietnamese Army, and astride the Perfume River, a base for U.S. Navy supply boats.  

https://thediplomat.com/2018/01/lessons-learned-50-years-after-uss-pueblos-capture-by-north-korea/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/23/opinion/pueblo-ship-vietnam-war.html
https://thediplomat.com/2018/01/lessons-learned-50-years-after-uss-pueblos-capture-by-north-korea/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/uss-pueblo-displayed-as-north-korean-propaganda-prize/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxQCT49GAAI
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/uss-pueblo-displayed-as-north-korean-propaganda-prize/
http://www.usspueblo.org/Aftermath/Citations.html
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Hue was South Vietnam’s third-largest city and a traditional cultural and intellectual center that 
had been almost treated as an open city by the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese. 
 
The start of a coordinated attack on Hue by both the North Vietnamese Army and the Vietcong 
(the combined force was called the People’s Army of Vietnam or PAVN) was January 31, 1968 
and it lasted to March 2, 1968. The battle  was part of the Tet Offensive in which an estimated 
80,000 North Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops simultaneously attacked and  totally surprised 
three quarters of South Vietnam’s provincial capitals and most of its major cities. The center of 
the fighting at Hue was the Citadel, an Imperial fortress built in 1805. 
 
The Americans and South Vietnamese won the battle driving off the PAVN but the impact on 
American public opinion was enormous. A report about it by preeminent CBS anchor Walter 
Cronkite prompted Pres. Lyndon Johnson’s famous quote “if I’ve lost Cronkite, I’ve lost  middle 
America” (the quote has been questioned but certainly applied to the situation).  
 
Casualties and destruction were high including thousands of civilians. The North Vietnamese 
had left mass graves and were said to carry out preplanned purges of certain individuals. A full 
80% of the city was destroyed with 116,000 out of a population of 140,000 left homeless. A 
detailed description of the battle and the plan surrounding it is here and pictures here and 
here. 
 
The aftermath of this battle has been an important part of the overall legacy of the Vietnam 
War. Among the events to mark the 50th anniversary is a photographic display at the Newseum 
with the work of  Stars and Stripes photographer John Olson whose iconic Life magazine  
photograph  of a wounded 18-year-old Marine  also had a major influence. The exhibit is called 
“The Marines and Tet”  
 

  

http://www.historynet.com/tet-what-really-happened-at-hue.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/17/opinion/sunday/the-battle-for-hue-1968.html
http://www.nytimes.com/books/97/01/26/reviews/970126.26wickert.html
https://archive.org/stream/USMarinesInVietnamTheDefiningYear1968#page/n0/mode/2up
http://www.historynet.com/tet-what-really-happened-at-hue.htm
https://archive.org/stream/USMarinesInVietnamTheDefiningYear1968#page/n0/mode/2up
https://www.mca-marines.org/gazette/hue-city-1968-winning-battle-while-losing-war
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/17/opinion/sunday/the-battle-for-hue-1968.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/in-sight/wp/2018/02/23/the-tet-offensive-50-years-later-photographs-and-memories-still-haunt-vietnam-war-photographer-don-mccullin/?utm_term=.a635efc32385
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2018/01/28/a-vietnam-war-photographer-captured-the-bloody-tet-offensive-fifty-years-later-he-bears-witness-again/?utm_term=.079362a6c8fe
http://www.newseum.org/2018/01/26/newseum-opens-the-marines-and-tet-exhibit/
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Battle of Hue, Life Magazine by John Olson, considered an iconic photo. The wounded man is 
18-year-old Marine Cpl. A.B Grantham who had a chest wound which made it difficult to 
breathe. (he and the others in the photograph were not identified at the time). Cpl. Grantham  
is now 68 years old and has been in therapy for PTSD for 29 of the past 50 years much aided by 
his service dog Bo whom he never leaves behind. A news program with an interview with 
Grantham is here 
 

 
Marines returning to Hue. 
 
Stories of and by Marines visiting the site 50 years later are here. The Battle is memorialized in 
the number of novels, the movie Full Metal Jacket and even video games. 
 
Lawsuit Related to Other-Than-Honorable-Discharges  
Other-Than-Honorable-Discharges (OTH) have been a subject of criticism for a number of years. 
Started in the Vietnam era they are much different from “dishonorable discharges” but still 
deny benefits to affected veterans. Often OTH has been applied to misconduct due to PTSD 
resulting from battle and it is estimated that tens of thousands of service members have this 
“bad paper”.  In 2014, a DoD policy called for “liberal consideration” of the approach to 
upgrading OTH for veterans with mental health conditions. However, while an Army board 
denied 45% of the requests for upgrades related to PTSD and the Air Force 37%, the Naval 
Discharge Review Board’s rejection rate is 85%  Former Marine  Cpl. Tyson Manker is an Iraqi 
veteran who  suffers from PTSD and received an OTH discharge for smoking marijuana. He is 
the plaintiff in a federal class-action lawsuit to reverse the Navy’s policy which was considered 
discriminatory. Cpl Manker himself had many difficulties though he was ultimately successful in 
transitioning to civilian life. 
 
Hepatitis C 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2018/01/28/a-vietnam-war-photographer-captured-the-bloody-tet-offensive-fifty-years-later-he-bears-witness-again/?utm_term=.dbf560c32293
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/remembering-1968-the-tet-offensive-photographer-john-olson/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YuLuTKNGdjo
https://www.stripes.com/news/special-reports/1968-stories/returning-to-vietnam-day-8-wounded-to-welcomed-marine-s-return-nothing-like-bad-day-1.513337
https://www.stripes.com/news/special-reports/1968-stories/returning-to-vietnam-day-8-wounded-to-welcomed-marine-s-return-nothing-like-bad-day-1.513337
https://s3.amazonaws.com/sitesusa/wp-content/uploads/sites/912/2016/07/Commission-on-Care_Final-Report_063016_FOR-WEB.pdf
https://www.stripes.com/news/veterans-with-ptsd-sue-navy-over-claims-of-biased-discharges-1.514751
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/02/us/navy-ptsd-lawsuit.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FVeterans&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=3&pgtype=collection
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/02/us/navy-ptsd-lawsuit.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FVeterans&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=1&pgtype=collection
https://www.stripes.com/news/veterans-with-ptsd-sue-navy-over-claims-of-biased-discharges-1.514751
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4392766-Manker-v-Spencer-Complaint.html
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In spite of the expense of treatments, the VA is on track to eliminate Hepatitis C in the next 12 
months for those who are willing and able to be treated via the effective drugs, Sovaldi and 
Olysio.  In October 2014, the VA had over 146,000 veterans with hepatitis C and by next 
October the number will be 18,000 according to VA Sec. David Shulkin.  Helpful to the VA was a 
law that allowed it to negotiate reductions in the cost of the drugs. Hepatitis C is a condition 
with severe long-term consequences often leading to cirrhosis of the liver. 
 
Joel Kupersmith, M.D. 
Director, Georgetown University Veterans Initiatives 
Professor of Medicine 
 

Stats Section 
Public Perception of and Support for Veterans Benefits Then and Now 

 
 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/johnlamattina/2018/03/01/the-va-will-eliminate-hepatitis-c-in-veterans-by-year-end/#19c09cc87d12
https://www.forbes.com/sites/johnlamattina/2018/03/01/the-va-will-eliminate-hepatitis-c-in-veterans-by-year-end/#667c20327d12
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Gallup Poll in 1947; Mission Continues, Robor/Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research Public 
Opinion Strategies, 2013 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/paul-herrnson/a-heros-welcome-the-ameri_b_6121898.html

