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Veterans Studies Interest Group Listserv 

issue #20 May 2018  
 
This month’s listserv includes a new congressional Bill about the Veterans Choice program; an 
article about the VA’s current status; the Red Baron; medical Marijuana study in the VA; 
discovery of the body of a Tuskegee Airmen; military challenge coins; and, the blue water navy 
exposure to Agent Orange. 
 
Listserv Archives 
The Listserv is now available as an archive on the Georgetown University Library website under 
the title “Veterans Interest Newsletters”. You can click on to any issue, starting with #1. Many 
thanks to Ann Galloway of the Library for making this available 
 
VA – Status and a New Veterans Choice Bill  
In 2014, a major and widely publicized VA scandal erupted in which veterans experienced 
protracted delays in scheduling appointments. The bipartisan congressional response 
established the Veterans Choice Program in which veterans could obtain care outside the VA 
based on excessive time to an appointment or excessive distance from a VA facility. The 
program was reauthorized last year after a cliffhanger. It is now scheduled to run out of money 
at the end of September but a new Congressional Bill (HR5674) is coming along to save it. The 
VA MISSION Act provides extended funding, streamlines the program and makes it more 
efficient. The Bill also has other important features. It expands the family caregiver program. 
About 29% of post 9/11 veterans receive home caregiving, a form of care that is hard to match. 
The Bill also enables the VA to jettison structures that are not used efficiently, in a process that 
is similar to the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process of the Department of Defense 
and involves input from Veterans Service Organizations. The analogous Senate Bills to HR5674 
are a bit different and one includes a more expansive Veterans Choice Program.  
 
At the same time, an article about some of the difficulties at the VA is here. 
 
The Red Baron 
April 21 marked the hundredth anniversary that Manfred Albrecht Freiherr Von Richthofen, 
the Red Baron, was shot down in France and passed into legend. The 25-year-old German Ace, 
who was called the Red Baron because his Fokkker triplane was painted red in the last 8 
months of his life, had downed 80 aircraft, far above everyone else.  American Ace Eddie 
Rickenbaker had 24 to his credit.  The Baron’s end came when he flew too low into the range of 
an Australian gunner. Previously, the distinction for downing the Baron had been given to 
Canadian Air Force Capt. T.A. Roy Brown with whom he was in a gunfight. The British buried 
von Richtofen with full military honors. One more fact about the Red Baron – he was not really 
a Baron, though he had noble blood.  
 

https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handle/10822/1050313
v
https://veterans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/va_mission_act_summary.pdf
https://www.acq.osd.mil/brac/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/who-wants-to-work-there-now-trumps-ronny-jackson-fiasco-may-be-the-least-of-vas-worries/2018/05/02/e1c64af0-44cf-11e8-8569-26fda6b404c7_story.html?utm_term=.d8dc8b817d06
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/red-baron-killed-in-action
http://www.historynet.com/captain-eddie-rickenbacker-americas-world-war-i-ace-of-aces.htm
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Marijuana in VA 
Listserv #15 here explained the problems of testing and prescribing medical marijuana in the 
VA. Now, the bipartisan VA Medicinal Cannabis Research Act of 2018 has been introduced. It 
will authorize VA to undertake marijuana research in a five-year study to examine its safety and 
efficacy. The study will provide valuable information of use beyond VA about the medical 
dispensing of this drug. 
 
Body of a Tuskegee Airmen Was Found 
After 73 years, a body presumed to be Lawrence E. Dickson, a 24-year-old pilot who was one of 
the storied Tuskegee airmen, was found. He was on his 68th mission in a P-51 Mustang which 
apparently had crashed in Austria. Tests to prove that it was him are not yet complete. Twenty-
seven Tuskegee Airmen were missing in World War II and Captain Dickson is the first to be 
found. The Tuskegee Airman were the first black aviators of the US Army Air Corps (now the Air 
Force). They flew over 150,000 individual sorties during World War II in Europe and north Africa 
and won more than 150 Distinguished Flying Crosses. 
 
Military Challenge Coins 
Interesting article on the tradition of military coins. Military commanders give small medallions, 
called challenge coins, to service members as marks of camaraderie. Coins are uniquely marked 
depending on unit and other factors. The tradition has spread to other government agencies 
and Presidents also hand them out. The prevailing narrative on their history (and there are 
many) is that a wealthy American lieutenant in World War I distributed bronze coins to his unit 
members before they were deployed. When an American fighter pilot was captured by 
Germans, he presented the coin that was around his neck and it apparently saved his life as 
well as earning him a bottle of French wine as reparation. Other narratives are less interesting.  

 

https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/1050328/Listserv%2015%2012-8-17.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/we-should-see-if-it-works-lawmakers-want-veteran-affairs-to-study-whether-pot-is-safer-than-painkillers/2018/04/18/6183ade2-4321-11e8-bba2-0976a82b05a2_story.html?utm_term=.9e5142c25102
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2018/04/08/after-73-years-the-remains-of-a-tuskegee-airman-lost-over-europe-may-have-been-found/?utm_term=.29383c9b2d7d
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Remains-of-a-Tuskegee-Airman-Found-73-Years-After-His-Crash-479215863.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/11/us/politics/challenge-coins.html?action=click&contentCollection=us&module=NextInCollection&region=Footer&pgtype=article&version=newsevent&rref=collection%2Fnews-event%2Fdonald-trump-white-house
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/11/us/politics/challenge-coins.html?action=click&contentCollection=us&module=NextInCollection&region=Footer&pgtype=article&version=newsevent&rref=collection%2Fnews-event%2Fdonald-trump-white-house
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Clockwise from bottom, the challenge coins of President Trump, Vice President Mike Pence, 
Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. and President Barack Obama 
 
Blue Water Navy and Agent Orange 
The 90,000 so-called “blue water veterans” are likely to become eligible for VA benefits for 
Agent Orange exposure without having to prove they were exposed (so-called “presumptive” 
status). These Navy veterans served on ships off the coast of Vietnam and the exposure would 
be very difficult to prove after so many years. Military personnel who served on the ground or 
patrolled inland waters in Vietnam already have presumptive status for Agent Orange, an 
herbicide with many toxic effects. The Bill would fund the benefit via a fee added on to VA 
home loans. It will be introduced this week and is thought likely to pass. 
 
Joel Kupersmith, M.D. 
Director, Georgetown University Veterans Initiatives 
Professor of Medicine 

 
Stats Section 

 
 

Projections of Total Veteran Numbers 2017-2037 

 
Expected decline in total veteran population from 2017 (20.0 million) to 2037 (13.6 million) with 
annual percent change of -2.3% for men and +0.7 percent for women. Note: these projections do 
not include other possible wars. From VA. 

 
 

Projected Numbers of Veterans from Each Era 2017-2037 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/11/us/politics/challenge-coins.html?action=click&contentCollection=us&module=NextInCollection&region=Footer&pgtype=article&version=newsevent&rref=collection%2Fnews-event%2Fdonald-trump-white-house
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2018/05/04/new-blue-water-veterans-deal-could-mean-benefits-for-90000-vietnam-war-troops/
https://www.va.gov/vetdata/docs/Demographics/New_Vetpop_Model/Vetpop_Infographic_Final31.pdf
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Projected numbers of veterans from each era, 2017 to 2037. In 2016, veterans from the era of 
the Gulf Wars became the largest cohort. Also from VA. 
 
 
 

 Numbers of Veterans 2017 

Gulf Wars 7,271,000 

Vietnam Era 6,651,000 

Korean Conflict 1,475,000 
World War II 624,000 

 

https://www.va.gov/vetdata/docs/Demographics/New_Vetpop_Model/Vetpop_Infographic_Final31.pdf
https://www.va.gov/vetdata/docs/Demographics/New_Vetpop_Model/Vetpop_Infographic_Final31.pdf

