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Veterans Studies Interest Group Listserv 

issue #21 June 2018  

  

Listserv Archives 
The Listserv is available as an archive on the Georgetown University Library website under the 
title “Veterans Interest Newsletters”. You can click on to any issue, starting with #1. Many 
thanks again to Ann Galloway of the Library for making this available 
  
Veterans Creed 
Over the past few months, former Army Chief of Staff Gen. George Casey and I have been 
working with 11 sponsoring veterans Service Organizations to develop a Veteran’s Creed. The 
effort began with discussions I had with ethicists here at Georgetown. The Creed, which is a set 
of principles for veterans to encourage pride in being a veteran, continued service, leadership 
and honor. It is as follows: 
  
. The Veteran’s Creed 

1.     I am an American Veteran 
2.     I proudly served my country 
3.     I live the values I learned in the military 
4.     I continue to serve my community, my country and my fellow veterans 
5.     I maintain my physical and mental discipline 
6.     I continue to lead and improve 
7.     I make a difference 
8.     I honor and remember my fallen comrades 

  
Among its benefits, the Veteran’s Creed increases public awareness of the many continuing 
contributions of veterans throughout life.  It reminds veterans of what they miss in their 
service. shedding light on another set of reasons to honor them. It establishes the status 
of veteran as an entity in its own right. The Creed can also be a launching point to the next 
steps in life after military service and help veterans think of themselves and what they do. 
  
The rollout for the Veteran’s Creed will be held on Flag Day, June 14 at 1 PM at the Reserve 
Officers Association building, 1 Constitution Ave. NE, Washington, DC.  The leadership of the 
sponsoring VSOs will be speaking at this event. All are invited. 
  
Sponsoring VSOs: AmVets, DAV (Disabled American Veterans), HillVets, Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America, Military Order of the Purple Heart, Paralyzed Veterans of America, ROA 
(Reserve Officers Association),Student Veterans of America, Team Rubicon Global, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and Wounded Warrior Project. 
  
  
Battle of Belleau Wood  

https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handle/10822/1050313
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June 6-26 marks the hundredth anniversary of the Battle of BelleauWood, the major encounter 
of the Marines in World War I and the battle that proved the value of this great and then 
untested force. Belleau Wood is in northern France near the Marne River and the U.S. 2nd and 
3rd Marine divisions fought the battle along with French and British forces. The Americans had 
arrived in Europe the previous year and the battle was in response to the spring offensive of the 
German Army which had moved forces West after the withdrawal of Russia from World War I. 
  
The battle began with a German thrust through the French lines and the outnumbered 
American Marines holding their ground despite entreaties to withdraw. Out of this came the 
famous quotes “Retreat? Hell, we just got here” as the Marines first arrived  (Capt. 
Lloyd Williams) and First Sergeant Dan Daly’s “Come on you sons of bitches. Do you want to live 
forever?” The Marines fought back fiercely, often charging German machine gun nests with 
bayonets (and facing poison gas). The forest exchanged hands 6 times. Finally, by June 26, the 
Marines had completely cleared the German army from the forest. 
  
A chronology and first-hand account of the battle is here. Over 1000 Marines died on the first 
day of battle, more than the Corps had lost in its previous 143 year history. In total there were 
1,811 deaths among 9,777 casualties. 
  
With this battle, the legend of the Marines was born, and World War I ended 5 months later. 
The Belleau Wood was renamed Bois de la Brigade de Marine and the 5th and 6th Marine 
Regiments received the Croix de Guerrre. 
  
Medal of Honor to a Navy Seal and a Complicated Set of Events 
On May 24, Pres. Donald Trump awarded the Medal of Honor, the nation’s highest military 
award, to Master Chief Petty Ofc. (and Navy Seal) Britt K. Slabinski for his actions on 
Afghanistan’s Takur Ghar Mt. in 2002. Under fire from Taliban and Al Qaeda fighters Sablinski 
led his team to search for missing Petty Officer first class Neil C. Roberts. Subsequently named 
the Battle of Roberts Ridge, the action is the basis for books and video games and studied in 
U.S. warfare schools. The Medal of Honor was also uniquely awarded on the basis of drone 
video footage rather than eyewitness reports as had been the case for previous winners. 
  
There was also one complication. One of Sabiliski’s deceased teammates Air Force Tech Sgt. 
John a Chapman, was left for dead. He was still alive and subsequently forced to fight to the 
death alone, killing two Al Queda fighters after Sablinski’s team evacuated. This part of the 
story was corroborated by another drone video that had been previously unseen leading the Air 
Force Secretary to advocate that Chapman also receive a Medal of Honor. 
  
The mission was criticized later for its flawed planning and communication at more senior levels 
of Seal Team 6, the unit that was involved in the later mission that killed Osama bin Laden. 
Some witnesses to the events did not sign off on their sworn statements offered earlier. On the 
other hand, according to Maj. Gen Gary Harrell, a retired Delta Force commander who was 
involved in the broader operation, “it’s easy to say - we'll never leave someone behind [a key 
part of the military ethos]. it’s a lot harder” when you’re in the midst of it. He also said “if 

http://www.worldwar1.com/dbc/ct_bw.htm
https://www.mca-marines.org/leatherneck/2017/09/marines-world-war-i-tide-turns-belleau-wood
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/battle-of-belleau-wood-begins
http://www.worldwar1.com/dbc/ct_bw.htm
https://marineparents.com/marinecorps/belleauwood.asp
https://history.army.mil/books/AMH-V2/AMH%20V2/chapter1.htm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2018/05/23/as-a-navy-seal-receives-the-medal-of-honor-frustrations-remain-about-another-related-case/?utm_term=.383fe76c0258
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trump-awards-medal-of-honor-to-navy-seal-in-afghan-assault/2018/05/24/67c5ccb4-5f85-11e8-b656-236c6214ef01_story.html?utm_term=.91f56f5f5c74
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/28/world/asia/seal-team-6-afghanistan-man-left-for-dead.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/28/world/asia/seal-team-6-afghanistan-man-left-for-dead.html
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anybody thought Chapman was alive, we would’ve been trying to move heaven and earth to 
get them out of there”. A description of the action and controversy is here. 
  
Memorial Day 2018 
We have just passed Memorial Day. Its history was previously described in the May 
2017 listserv and the annual Rolling Thunder event in June 2017. Here are a few remembrances 
of events this year. Scenes  from this year’s Rolling Thunder events are here and the 2018 
Memorial Day Concert, a Washington tradition, is here. A Memorial Day message about the 
military reserves, their service and importance by Jeffrey Phillips, Executive Director of the 
Reserve Officers Association is here. And for next year, Memorial Day stories for children. 
  
Veterans Injured in Training 
Veterans who are injured in battle or who otherwise have service-connected disabilities are 
eligible to receive compensation benefits. “Presumptive” disability benefit means that certain 
specific disabilities are “presumed” to be caused by military service. Therefore, the veteran is 
automatically entitled to benefits. An example would be exposure to Agent Orange by airplane 
pilots who spread the toxin. Veterans who have disabilities during training may not have such 
status. For example, troops shooting shoulder-fired antitank rockets in training may have blast 
injuries, but they need a doctor’s note for this training injury to be covered. The defense think 
tank, Center for American Security has gathered data and records to help sway the military and 
VA to make these injuries presumptive. Congress is considering new laws to address blast 
injuries during training specifically. 

  
Joel Kupersmith, M.D. 
Director, Georgetown University Veterans Initiatives 
Professor of Medicine 

  

Stats Section 

  
Employment Rates in Veterans 
  
The 2017 employment situation of veterans was released by Department of Labor in March. 
Here are some highlights: 
  
Unemployment for male veterans was 3.6% and declined over the year while the rate for 
female veterans was 4.1% and changed little. The difference between these numbers is not 
statistically significant. 
  
Among unemployed veterans in 2017, 59% where ages 25-54 years, 37% were ages 55 and over 
and 4% ages 18-24 
  
Veterans with service-connected disability had an unemployment rate of 4.3% in August 2017 
which was little different from veterans with no disability at 4.5% 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/28/world/asia/seal-team-6-afghanistan-man-left-for-dead.html
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/1050322/Listserv%209%205-7-17.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/1050322/Listserv%209%205-7-17.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/1050323/Listserv%2010%206-7-17.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wtop.com/memorial-day/2018/05/rolling-thunder-ride-bikers-from-across-nation-arrive-in-dc-to-honor-memorial-day/slide/1/
http://www.pbs.org/national-memorial-day-concert/watch-2018-show/
http://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/389377-those-who-serve-deserve-our-best-but-never-have-so-many-depended-on
http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/memorial-day/short-stories/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/no-record-no-treatment-vets-injured-in-training-often-struggle-for-va-coverage-1527759001
https://www.wsj.com/articles/no-record-no-treatment-vets-injured-in-training-often-struggle-for-va-coverage-1527759001
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About 1 in 3 employed veterans with a service-connected disability worked in the public sector 
in August 2017 as against 1 in 5 veterans without disability. 
  
From the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Department of Labor, March 22, 2018 
 

 

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/vet.pdf

