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Veterans Studies Interest Group Listserv 

Issue #22 July/August 2018  

 
This month’s Listserv Includes a follow-up on the Veterans Creed; Flag Day and the Birthday of 
the Army; the nominated Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs; Korean War 
remains; and former Sen. Bob Dole’s visits to the National World War II Memorial. 
 
Veteran’s Creed 
The rollout of the Veteran’s Creed on Flag Day was highly successful.  Leadership of 10 major 
Veteran Service Organizations, Congressmen Brian Mast (R-FL). Connor Lamb (D-PA) and Dan 
Bacon (R-NE) (all veterans) Gen. George Casey and I spoke. A video of the event is here.  The 
VSO have extensively distributed the Creed in social media and many VSO Posts around the 
country and others are also adopting and reciting it, including at sporting events.  
 
The Veteran’s Creed 

1.     I am an American Veteran 
2.     I proudly served my country 
3.     I live the values I learned in the military 
4.     I continue to serve my community, my country and my fellow veterans 
5.     I maintain my physical and mental discipline 
6.     I continue to lead and improve 
7.     I make a difference 
8.     I honor and remember my fallen comrades 

 
Birthday of the Army/Flag Day 
June 14 was not only Flag Day, but it was also the also the 243th birthday of the U.S. Army. On 
June 14, 1775, the Continental Congress authorized enlistment of expert rifleman to serve the 
“United Colonies” for one year. That was the birth of our Army. Very quickly afterward, the 
Congress authorized the other Army components - the Adjutant General’s Corps, the Corp of 
Engineers and the Quartermaster Corps on June 16 and the Air Defense Artillery and Field 
Artillery later that year.  The Army Medical Department was authorized on July 27, 1775, 
Chaplains on July 29 and Judge Advocate Generals Corp on the same day. The latest Branch to 
be authorized was Cyber on September 1, 2014.  The history of the various components of the 
Army is here. 
 
 As for Flag Day, Betsy Ross is credited in legend with designing the U.S. flag, but that honor 
appears to go to Francis Hopkinson, a Congressman from New Jersey. Two years after the birth 
of the Army, on June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress passed the first Flag Act making the 
flag with the ringed 13 stars, official. On June 14, 1889, a kindergarten teacher in New York City 
named George Balch hatched the idea of a Flag Day ceremony for his school children and later 
the State Board of Education of New York adopted it. On June 14, 1891, the Betsy Ross House in 
Philadelphia held its first Flag Day celebration.  After this date was celebrated in many other 

https://www.wearethemighty.com/us-veterans-creed-continued-service
https://www.vfw.org/media-and-events/latest-releases/archives/2018/6/veterans-organizations-establish-veterans-creed
https://history.army.mil/html/faq/branches.html
https://history.army.mil/html/faq/branches.html
https://history.army.mil/html/faq/branches.html
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quarters, Pres. Harry Truman, signed an Act of Congress designating June 14 of each year as 
National Flag Day.       
 
Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
On July 11, the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee cleared Presidents Trump’s nominee, Robert 
Wilkie, to be the 8th Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs. Wilkie, is currently the 
Undersecretary of Defense for Personnel and Management.  The Committee vote was almost 
unanimous - only Sen. Bernie Sanders dissented out of concern about VA privatization. The 
Senate had previously confirmed Wilkie for two Department of Defense positions and it is 
considered very likely that he will be confirmed as Secretary by the full Senate.  
Wilke is an experienced Washington person who has held other positions in the Department of 
Defense. Among his accomplishments, he played an important role in modernizing the military 
health system. He comes from a family with a long history of military service, is a Colonel in the 
Air Force reserve and served as an intelligence officer in the Navy. He was the acting Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs but had to step down because of an obscure legal provision mandating that 
persons in an intern position cannot be appointed permanent Secretary. Most observers feel 
that he has his work cut out for him. 
 
Korean War Remains  
A major issue in the current U.S. negotiations with North Korea is the return of the over 5300 
remains of U.S. military personnel from the Korean War. Many of these military personnel were 
lost in the battles of the Chosin Reservoir (“frozen Chosin”) and Unson, sites not far from the 
Yalu River between North Korea with China where Chinese troops poured over the border and 
almost trapped the American army. It is said that about 200-250 sets of remains are ready for 
transfer. The body of one POW, Louisianan John Hall, who died Jan. 26, 1951, is back.  
Remains usually go to a Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency laboratory in Hawaii where DNA 
testing will be done to identify the bodies and, also, believe it or not, to distinguish whether 
there are mingled animal bones as has occurred in the past. Some remains may be of British 
troops who were issued U.S. equipment and record-keeping in prisoner of war camps. The last 
previous remains to be recovered were in 2007 when Gov. Bill Richardson came back from 
North Korea with six U.S. service members. Many other attempts to recover these remains 
have been made over the years and there have been scams by unscrupulous individuals.  
Families have been waiting for almost 70 years to know what happened to their loved ones and 
many are frustrated and angry.  
 
Bob Dole at the World War II Memorial 
 

http://www.usflag.org/history/flagday.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/senate-panel-endorses-robert-wilkie-for-veterans-affairs-secretary/2018/07/10/3a5c9940-8395-11e8-9e80-403a221946a7_story.html?utm_term=.84ff5911a97b
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2018/05/30/we-call-him-forrest-gump-what-robert-wilkie-would-bring-va.html
https://www.npr.org/2018/06/27/623773828/what-to-know-about-trumps-va-secretary-nominee-robert-wilkie
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/robert-wilkie-trumps-pick-for-va-secretary-to-face-tough-questions-on-his-past/2018/06/27/106863f6-798d-11e8-80be-6d32e182a3bc_story.html?utm_term=.96aa6ea33659
https://www.amazon.com/Frozen-Chosen-Division-Reservoir-Military/dp/1472814363
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/23/world/asia/soldiers-remains-north-korea.html
http://abc13.com/politics/remains-of-soldier-killed-during-korean-war-return-home/3700027/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/07/04/british-veterans-welcome-north-korean-return-remains-korean/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/for-the-us-a-frustrating-history-of-recovering-human-remains-in-north-korea/2018/07/04/b5ddb5f8-795a-11e8-aeee-4d04c8ac6158_story.html?utm_term=.9b5f83e3ae9b
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Bob Dole greeting Air Force veteran James Howerton and Navy veteran Leon Brooks with son Jerry at 
the National World War II Memorial. From the Washington Post. 

 
Nice story about former Senator and injured World War II Veteran Bob Dole making his regular 
trip to the National World War II Memorial to greet other veterans. Now 94 years old, with 
variable health and needing a wheelchair to move around, Sen. Dole calls it his “final mission.” 
He spends 3 to 6 hours on Saturdays in these visits greeting and talking to former comrades in 
arms who are brought to Washington at no cost by the Honor Flight Network. Usually, his wife, 
former Senator Elizabeth Dole, accompanies him and the vets give both of them a strong 
welcome. 
 
The Listserv is available as an archive on the Georgetown University Library website under the 
title “Veterans Interest Newsletters”. 
 
There will be no separate August issue of the Listserv.  Monthly schedule will resume in 
September. 
 
Joel Kupersmith, M.D. 
Director, Georgetown University Veterans Initiatives 
Professor of Medicine 

 
Stats Section 
Multiple Deployments in Each Branch of Service (as of 2010) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/bob-doles-final-mission/2018/06/18/93962908-6fff-11e8-afd5-778aca903bbe_story.html?utm_term=.f71b7269416a
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/bob-doles-final-mission/2018/06/18/93962908-6fff-11e8-afd5-778aca903bbe_story.html?utm_term=.57a148c2f675
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/bob-doles-final-mission/2018/06/18/93962908-6fff-11e8-afd5-778aca903bbe_story.html?utm_term=.57a148c2f675
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handle/10822/1050313
https://www.nap.edu/download/13499
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Total Numbers in Each Branch of Service 

 
Service members deployed (23 had unknown Component).  
Note: Navy and Marine Corps do not have National Guard Components.  

 
Numbers and Percent of Deployed Service Personnel Who Were Deployed Multiple Times 

 
N refers to the number of servicemen deployed multiple times 
%s are the percent of deployed service personnel who are deployed multiple times based on 
denominators are in the above table 

 
 
Mean Number of Deployments 

 
 
 
 
 
 


