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Dear Friends of the Mortara Center:

It is my pleasure to present the third annual report of the
Mortara Center for International Studies. The Center has

enjoyed its most active year yet with a long list of public
presentations, luncheon seminars, book presentations, panels
and conferences organized or co-sponsored, the highlights of
which are described in this report. The Center has also under-
taken a number of new initiatives, including the naming of
four visiting research fellows and has partnered with outside
organizations, including World Learning and the Aspen
Institute, Vital Voices Global Partnership, the Center for
Global Development, Development Alternatives, Inc., and
USAID to bring interesting events to the Georgetown campus.

We look forward to another busy year in 2008–9. And we shall
continue to seek ways to realize the full vision of the Mortara
Center, which includes bringing scholars to campus to work
on major international issues and the space in which to
locate them.

Carol Lancaster
Director

From the Director

Carol Lancaster

Portrait of
Michael P. Mortara
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The academic year 2007–8 was the
busiest year thus far and the

most diverse in the types of activities
sponsored by the Mortara Center. It
was a year in which several new
themes emerged from Mortara’s
activities including corporate social
responsibility, China, and citizen
diplomacy. It was a year of new part-
nerships with outside organizations
and new collaborations within the
University. Thus, the academic year
2007–8 was a time of innovation and
evolution for the Mortara Center.

Looking Back on 2007–2008

The Mortara Center
website can be found at:

mortara.georgetown.edu

The website for the Initiative
on International Development

can be found at:
mortara.georgetown.edu/development

The Mortara Building is home to the Mortara
Center for International Studies, the Center for
Peace and Security Studies, and Women in
International Security. The building features
office facilities and three conference rooms with
highly advanced audio-visual technology.



New partnerships

The year began with a presentation
by Rajan Kamalanathan, Vice
President for Ethical Standards, Wal-
Mart Stores, Inc. on what Wal-Mart
has done in the area of environmental
standards and quality assurance in
the production and marketing of its
merchandise and in the handling of
waste products from its sales. This
presentation was co-sponsored
by the Society for International
Development, Development
Alternatives, Inc. and the US Agency
for International Development. An
interesting presentation, it was made
even more lively by a student protest
against Wal-Mart outside Copley
Lounge — the first such protest in
Mortara’s history (but not the last).

There were several other events
involving corporate social responsi-
bility and international development,
including one by Michael Rawding,
Vice President of Microsoft Corporation
who talked about what his company
is doing to close the digital divide with
new and innovative products to reach
out to the approximately 5 billion
people who do not yet benefit from
information technology; and Sue
Mecklenburg, Vice President of
Starbucks Corporation who explained
how they support the social welfare
of their employees and help rural
coffee producers while ensuring sus-
tained chains of supply for their
operations. A further co-sponsored
event in this series brought Adele

Simmons (former president of the
MacArthur Foundation and currently
president of the Global Philanthropy
Partnership) to campus to ask: “Can
We Make Poverty History? The Role
of Philanthropy”. She spoke about
the importance of civil society and
social entrepreneurs who are well
suited to make an impact on poverty
reduction. A final event in this series
was with Tom Ehr, from MTV Europe
Foundation and with Simon Goff,
Director of the MTV EXIT campaign.
The discussion focused on human
trafficking especially how it affects
young people all around the world.

Another two new partners for the
Mortara Center—World Learning and
The Aspen Institute— co-sponsored
two important events on campus: an
address by former president of Ireland,
Mary Robinson on “Citizen Diplomacy
in a Fast-Moving World” (with Carol
Bellamy, President of World Learning
and Carol Lancaster presiding); and a
later event on “What is the Promise
of Citizen Diplomacy?” with Reps.
Mac Thornberry and Earl Pomeroy.
The former symposiums focused on
human rights issues and interna-
tional migration, while the latter
examined the contribution of citizen
diplomacy to shaping the role of the
United States in the world.

The Mortara Center has begun to co-
host activities with yet another new
partner, the Alumni and Friends of
the London School of Economics.
These events are open to Georgetown
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Major Activities — Highlights
Niall Ferguson from
Harvard University

Adele Simmons (former
president of the
MacArthur Foundation
and currently
president of the
Global Philanthropy
Partnership) discusses
the Role of Philanthropy.



students and faculty. This year they
included presentations by Joel
Brenner of the Office of the National
Counterintelligence Executive,
Ambassador Marc Grossman and
Secretary of Homeland Security
Michael Chertoff.

Togetherwith theCenterforContemporary
Arab Studies and with Vital Voices
Global Partnership, the Mortara Center
hosted Sheika Lubna bint Khaled Al
Qasimi, Minister of Foreign Trade
from the United Arab Emirates, the
recipient of the Vital Voices Global
Partnership 2008 Global Trailblazer Award
for a discussion on “Women and
Leadership in the Middle East.”

The Initiative on
International Development

As part of the Center’s ongoing focus
on International Development, the
Center sponsored a series of lunchtime
“Development Practitioners’ Fora”
for students and faculty interested
in this field. Among the prominent
speakers were senior officials from
USAID, McKinsey and Company, The
World Bank, and a variety of non-
governmental organizations.

The Center also hosted Globalization’s
Impact, an initiative organized by
Vital Voices Global Partnership to
welcome Fortune 500 Emerging
Women Entrepreneurs from all around
the world for a mentorship program
in the US. Profs. Pietra Rivoli and
Carol Lancaster discussed the effects

of globalization, environmental, and
climate change on the global economy.

China Forum

Another innovation was the creation
of the China Forum involving faculty
from all elements of the Georgetown
University community with an inter-
est in China. The Forum met several
times and included a presentation by
Georgetown University President,
John J. DeGioia, on the initiatives of
the University involving China. The
creation of this Forum reflected the
evolving role of the Mortara Center
in University-wide activities and
providing a venue for university
authorities to engage with faculty in
areas of common endeavor. The Center
looks forward to creating an India
Forum in the coming academic year.

In relation to China, the Center co-
sponsored several events. Dennis
Wilder, Special Assistant to the
President and Senior Director for
Asian Affairs from the White House,
National Security Council, gave an
update on US-China Relations. This
event was co-sponsored with the
Asian Studies Program and the
Institute for the Study of Diplomacy;
Dr. Diane Zhang, a Visiting Mortara
Associate, presented her unique
perspective on the Long March; the
Center, together with the National
Committee on US-China Relations
hosted a student discussion on
US-China Relations, and a seminar
for the US-China Student Leaders
Exchange program.
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Above: Mary Robinson,
former president of
Ireland;
above left: Senator
Mac Thornberry

Mort Rosenblum
discusses his book,
Escaping Plato’s Cave

Paul Collier shares some
conclusions on global
poverty as presented in
his latest book, The
Bottom Billion
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Annual Speeches

The Center continued its traditional
activities. Professor Niall Ferguson
from Harvard University gave the
annual Distinguished Lecture on
Modern International History. His
topic was “The Problem of Conjecture:
American Strategy after the Bush
Doctrine” during which he explored

the four underlying deficits of U.S.
politics since 2002, suggesting that
these deficits are structural, not
merely the results of mistakes by a
misguided administration. Professor
of Philosophy, Thomas Pogge, deliv-
ered a lecture on “World Poverty and
Human Rights”, co-sponsored with
the Office of the President.

Book Discussions

There were a number of lectures by
authors of recent or forthcoming
books, including Paul Collier (The
Bottom Billion), Mort Rosenblum
(Escaping Plato’s Cave), Madeleine

Albright (Memo to the President Elect),
Victor Cha (Beyond the Final Score:
The Politics of Sport), David Edelstein
(Occupational Hazards: Success and Failure
in Military Occupation), Erez Manela
(The Wilsonian Moment) and Douglas
Feith (War and Decision). The latter event
was also graced with a lively student
demonstration outside the Center.

The Mortara Center and the Center
for Global Development collaborated
to launch a new and important two
volume publication on Africa — The
Political Economy of African Development
(Cambridge University Press) that
included two central bank governors
from Africa, Professor Robert Bates
from Harvard and Professor Callisto
Madavo from Georgetown. Two hun-
dred people attended this event.

Illuminati Dinners and
Faculty Working Groups

There were several dinner events for
masters’ degree students including
one with former Polish President
Alexander Kwasniewski, with James
Kennedy (an expert on emergency
relief) and a presentation by the
Center Director, Carol Lancaster, on
Chinese Aid and Investment. The
Center hosted periodic seminars
with PhD students in international
relations. There were welcome and
welcome back lunches for Victor Cha,
recently returning from two years
on the National Security Council
and for Barak Hoffmann, the new
director of the Center for Democracy
and Civil Society.

Above: Victor Cha
discusses his book,
Beyond the Final Score:
The Politics of Sport;
above right: Douglas
Feith responds to
a question while
presenting his latest
work, War and Decision.

Former President
of Poland Alexander
Kwasniewski
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The Center sponsored three working
groups during the year: the Faculty
Group on Trade (which has continued
its luncheon discussions into the sum-
mer — a feat of unparalleled enthusi-
asm), a Culture and Politics Faculty
Working Group, and a South Asian
Working Group, co-sponsored by the
South Asian Student Association.

Conferences

The academic year wound up with a
bang — indeed, several bangs in the
form of major conferences. First was
a conference, co-sponsored by the
Institute for the Study of Diplomacy,
the Center for Democracy and Civil
Society and the Security Studies
Program on State Fragility: Causes,
Consequences, Responses. In addition to
Georgetown’s experts on various
aspects of this issue, also participat-
ing was James Dobbins of the Rand
Corporation, Jack Goldstone of
George Mason University, Stewart
Patrick of the Council on Foreign
Relations, Carlos Pascual from the
Brookings Institution and Rick
Barton from the Center for Strategic
and International Studies. The con-
ference analyzed the causes, conse-
quences and U.S. policy experiences
and options in addressing the chal-
lenge of state fragility.

A second major conference was on
Realism and the Next US President:
National Interests, Grand Strategy and the
Use of Force. This conference, co-
sponsored by the School of Foreign
Service Dean’s Office and by the

BMW Center for German and
European Studies, and organized by
Professor Celeste Wallander, brought
to campus Robert Art (whom it was
honoring), Robert Keohane, Robert
Jervis, Kenneth Waltz, Robert Ross,
Stephen Van Evera, Stephen Walt,
Shai Feldman, Barry Posen, Louise
Richardson, Steven Burg and Risa
Brooks for an all day discussion
of international relations theory
and practice.

A third conference focused on
malaria — its impact, the medical
research in controlling and eliminat-
ing it and the policy and interna-
tional legal implications of malaria
interventions. This conference, on
the occasion of the first World
Malaria Day (April 25), engaged the
Center for Infectious Disease of

Above: Madeleine Albright
and Carol Lancaster:
above left: Dean Robert
Gallucci, Robert Art and
Robert Jervis.

Robert Art speaks at a
conference on Realism and
the Next US President.

Dr. Daniel Lucey, co -director of the Master
of Science Program in Biohazardous Threat
Agents and Infectious Diseases at Georgetown
University’s Medical Center, Visiting Mortara
Associate, co-organizer of the World Malaria
Today conference



Georgetown’s Medical School,
experts from the main campus
and from the O’Neill Institute for
National and Global Health Law
from the Georgetown Law Center. It
brought experts on malaria from all
over the US to present their work.
Students from the Main Campus and
the Medical School as well as staff
from the UN Foundation assisted in
the organization of this event.

Lepgold Book Prize

This year’s Lepgold Book Prize was
awarded to Robert Kagan for his

book entitled
“Dangerous Nation:
America’s Foreign
Policy from its Earliest
Days to the Dawn of
the Twentieth Century”.
Mr. Kagan, a
senior associate

at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, transatlantic
fellow at the German Marshall Fund,
and a columnist for theWashington
Post, argues that Americans have
been increasing their power and
influence globally for the past four
centuries and that America has been
“an engine of commercial and terri-
torial expansion that drove Native
Americans, as well as French,
Spanish, Russian, and ultimately
even British power, from the North
American continent.” At the core of
his argument lies the idea that
American nationalism has always
been internationalist at its core,
which is why U.S. foreign policy has
been viewed as “ambitious and, at
times, dangerous” worldwide.
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Jack Goldstone
from George Mason
University at the
Fragile States
Conference.



During the past year, the Mortara
Center established a visiting

associate program. This is a program
of non-resident fellows who wish to
have a relationship with the Center
and who have agreed to do at least
one presentation during the period
of their associateship. The Visting
Mortara Associate status was offered
to four distinguished scholars this
past year.

Dr. Zhang Xiaoai, who is currently
the General Secretary at the Institute
of Human Ecology in Beijing China,
has worked in the area of ecology
and history. Dr. Zhang, whose father
was part of the Long March in China
and later Minister of Defense gave a
presentation with slides on the his-
tory and contemporary geography of
the Long March.

Dr. Leslie Vinjamuri is currently an
Assistant Professor in the Department
of Politics and International Studies
at the School of Oriental and African
Studies, at the University of London.
She is completing a book manuscript,
“Justice, Accountability, and War
Since 1945” and holds a grant from
the Smith Richardson Foundation to
study U.S. foreign policy on the role
of justice and accountability in coer-
cive diplomacy, ongoing conflict, and
postwar reconstruction.

Dr. Daniel Lucey is an adjunct pro-
fessor at the Department of
Microbiology and Immunology and
Co-Director of the Master of Science
Program in Biohazardous Threat
Agents and Emerging Infectious
Diseases at Georgetown University’s
Medical Center. Dr. Lucey co-organized
the “World Malaria Today” conference.

Dr. Richard Bissell is the Executive
Director of Policy and Global Affairs
Division at the National Academy of
Sciences in Washington, D.C. He is
interested in political economy in
developing countries and interna-
tional institutional and policy change.

The Mortara Center looks forward to
another active year in 2008–9. It
also continues to face the challenge
of space. Until space for visiting
researchers is freed up, it will not be
able to fully realize its mission of
becoming a focal point for research
as well as discussion of international
studies in the School of Foreign
Service of Georgetown University.
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Innovations and Challenges
for the Future



The Mortara Center enjoyed anoth-
er strong year in 2007–2008. It

continues to be a focal point on cam-
pus for debate and discussion of cur-
rent ideas and issues in international
affairs and its activities.

It has expanded its partnerships and
collaboration of elements within the
University, including academic pro-
grams, faculty groups, graduate and
undergraduate student organizations;
and within the broader Washington
community. It has become an initiator
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Summing Up

As Robert Gallucci, Dean of the School of Foreign Service, remarked:

“The mission of the Mortara Center is to provide a venue

for, and to promote, scholarly discourse on a broad range

of policy and intellectual issues in the area of interna-

tional studies. As a relatively new center in a newly reno-

vated building, it has already established a reputation for

doing just that through an extraordinary program of

events, symposiums, conferences, and speeches involving

senior policy makers and cutting-edge academics from

within the Georgetown community, the Washington area,

and the world at large. The Mortara Center has enriched

the intellectual life for students and faculty on campus, as

well as for the broader community outside the university

through its outreach activities. Over time, we can expect

the center to become an important source of ideas and

critical analysis on such issues as international security,

international development, globalization, the role of reli-

gion in society, the impact of democratization on regional

development and security, matters of governance in the

international community, and the importance of trends.”

It is towards these goals that the Mortara Center will continue its work.

and convener on campus while not
replicating the many types of activities
organized by existing Georgetown
organizations.

Finally, it has taken the first step
towards realizing its mission —
bringing scholars to Georgetown to
work on international issues. It
still lacks the space to fully realize
that dream but looks forward to a
future when the Center can fulfill
its mission.



MADELEINE ALBRIGHT,
Mortara Distinguished
Professor in the Practice
of Diplomacy

CAROL LANCASTER,
Director

ALIZ AGOSTON,
Program Coordinator

ADAM OLSZOWKA,
Program Assistant
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Advisory Committee
Madeleine Albright
Jeffrey Anderson
Anthony Arend
Thomas Banchoff
Andrew Bennett
Marc Busch
Daniel Byman
Victor Cha
Robert Cumby
Carl Dahlman
David Edelstein
Robert Gallucci
Barak Hoffman
Charles King

John Kline
Charles Kupchan
Anthony Lake
Carol Lancaster
John Langan
Robert Lieber
Susan Martin
Kathleen McNamara
John McNeill
Theodore Moran
Daniel Nexon
George Shambaugh
Katrin Sieg
Casimir Yost
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