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Dear Friends of the Mortara Center:

It is my pleasure to present the fourth annual report of the
Mortara Center for International Studies. The Center has

enjoyed yet another active year, with panel discussions, book
presentations, public lectures, luncheon seminars, faculty
discussions organized or co-sponsored, the highlights of
which are described in this report. The Center has undertaken
new initiatives and expanded its already thriving faculty
working groups, which now include the Georgetown University
International Theory and Research Seminar Series, the
Comparative Government Field Seminar Series and the
International Development Seminar Series along with the
long running Political Economy Seminar Series. In addition
to the China Forum, the Center launched the South Asia
Forum and the Khayaal Book Club.

The Center expanded its partnerships both inside and outside
the gates of the University, and continued its cooperation with
USAID, Development Alternatives, Inc., Society for International
Development and Vital Voices Global Partnership.

We look forward to another busy year, and a year of transition
in 2009–10 as the directorship of the Center changed. We
shall continue to work towards realizing the full vision
of the Mortara Center, which includes bringing scholars to
campus to work on major international issues.

Carol Lancaster
Director

From the Director

Carol Lancaster

Portrait of
Michael P. Mortara
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This past academic year has been
a very active one for the Mortara

Center and also one of consolidation.
The Center sponsored or co-sponsored
approximately 90 events and saw the
creation of five new faculty working
groups. It was the year of the finan-
cial crisis and of the political elections,
both of which were highlighted dur-
ing many of the Center’s lectures and
discussions. As part of the Initiative
on International Development, the
Center co-sponsored the Development (+)
Seminar Series and organized panel
discussions on biotechnology, clean
technology, and information and
communication technology to dis-
cuss the effects these industries have
on international development. Thus,
the academic year 2008–2009 was a
time of continuing expansion and
evolution for the Mortara Center.

Looking Back on 2008–2009

The Mortara Center redesigned its
website this past year. Please visit us at:

mortara.georgetown.edu.
Follow us on Twitter at:

http://twitter.com/MortaraCenter
and join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com
(Mortara Center for International Studies)
Please sign up to our mailing list to receive

email invitations to our events at:
http://sfs.georgetown.edu/mail/

The Mortara Building is home to the Mortara
Center for International Studies, the Center for
Peace and Security Studies, and Women in
International Security. The building features
office facilities and three conference rooms with
highly advanced audio-visual technology.
http://mortara.georgetown.edu



Partnerships

The Development (+) Seminar Series,
co-sponsored with USAID, Development
Alternatives, Inc. and the Society for
International Development hosted
three well attended meetings, one
each on “Biotechnology and Development”;
“Beyond the Last Mile: How Information
and Communication Technology is
Transforming the World” and “Going
Green in the Developing World”. These
three events looked at how these
industries are working to change the
developing world with their products,
research, innovations and investments.
Labeeb Abboud from the International
AIDS Vaccine Initiative, Melinda
Richter from the San Jose BioCenter,
Professor Helen Lee from Cambridge
University and David Stanton from
the Office of HIV/AIDS at USAID
came to talk about innovations in
biotechnology and what the future
of vaccine development holds for
people living in developing countries.

Wayan Vota (Inveneo), Matthew
Taylor (IntelCorp), Kevin Braithwaite
(Aptivate and Rootspace) and
Catherine Stewart (Cisco Systems)
led a lively discussion about how
information and communication
technology is evolving and providing
better access to information for
developing countries.

Andrew Aulisi from the World
Resources Institute, Robert Freling
from the Solar Energy Light Fund,
Christopher Flavin from World

Watch Institute, Sam Shiroff from
Bosch Siemens and Griffin Thompson
from the US State Department
addressed an audience of over 200
to discuss the issues of clean tech-
nology, climate change and sustain-
able development. Based on what
their companies are doing, they pre-
dicted that the developing world
might be able to leapfrog developed
countries in the area of green energy
and technology in the future.

The Mortara Center partnered with
various departments and student
organizations to bring speakers to the
Georgetown community. In the heat
of the political elections, together
with Georgetown’s International
Relations Club the Center organized a
panel discussion about the “Future of
US Foreign Policy” featuring Dr. Kori
Schake, Senior Policy Advisor to the
McCain Campaign, and Gayle Smith,
Foreign Policy Advisor to the Obama
Campaign who answered questions
from an enthusiastic and politically
charged audience in an over packed
Copley Hall.

As the financial crisis was unfolding
the Center joined forces with the
McDonough School of Business’ (MSB)
Capital Market Research Center and
invited Steven Kamin and Dale
Henderson from the Federal Reserve
Board. Together with MSB Professor
Reena Aggarwal, they explained the
reasons behind the crisis and what
they saw as possible consequences
and pathways to a recovery.
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Major Activities — Highlights

MSB Professor Reena
Aggarwal talking about
the financial crisis.

Wayan Vota, Senior
Director of Partnerships
at Inveneo talking
about how information
and communication
technology is trans-
forming the world.



Two of the 2009 Vital Voices Global
Leadership Award Honorees attended
a discussion at the Center.
Chouchou Namegabe Nabintu from
The Democratic Republic of Congo
spoke about her role in changing
the lives of women in that war torn
country through her radio broad-
cast programs, and Somaly Mam
from Cambodia explained how she
is saving young women from sex
slavery, having escaped from such
slavery herself.

As Georgetown hosted the Doha
Debates on “Middle East Peace – The
Road Ahead”, the Center, together
with SFS-Qatar, and the Center for
Peace and Security Studies (CPASS)
organized a luncheon debate
between Tim Sebastian from the
BBC and Professor Daniel Byman
director of CPASS, as a brief pre-
view of the issues touched upon
during the televised debate later
the same night.

The Mortara Center continued to co-
host activities with the Alumni and
Friends of the London School of
Economics. These events are open to
Georgetown students and faculty.
This year they included presenta-
tions by Jeremy Haft who spoke
about the “Myth of the China Century,”
Dr. Stanley Kober and Dr. Richard
Weitz, discussing the future for
NATO after the Russo-Georgian con-
flict, and Robert D. Vickers, who
elaborated on US policy towards
Latin America.

Faculty Working Groups

The Center expanded its activities
significantly in this area during the
past year. The working group on
Political Economy, led by Professor
Marc Busch, continued to meet
throughout the year. Co-sponsored by
the Department of Government, the
Georgetown University International
Theory and Research Seminar Series
(GUITARS), led by Professor Kathleen
McNamara, and the Comparative
Government Field Seminar Series,
organized by Professor Harley Balzer,
held seminars for faculty and stu-
dents on many interesting and timely
issues. Some of the highlights from
the GUITARS Series included a dis-
cussion by Erica Chenoweth from
Wesleyan University (“Why Civil
Resistance Works”); Colin Kahl from
Georgetown University (“A Theory of
Victory, Norms, the US Military and
the Evolution of Counterinsurgency
in Iraq”); Daniel Deudney from Johns
Hopkins University (“Bounding
Power”); Abraham Newman from
Georgetown University (“Preaching
and Teaching: Transgovernmental
Networks and the Global Quest Against
Insider Trading”); and Allen Stam
from the University of Michigan
(“Understanding the 1994 Rwanda
Genocide”). The Comparative
Government Series featured Chappell
Lawson fromMIT (“Image, Institutions,
and Electability: Finding from Studies
of Candidate Appearance in Brazil
and Mexico”); Andrew Nathan from
Columbia University (“The New
Chinese Authoritarianism in
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Somaly Mam, 2009
Vital Voices Global
Leadership Award
Recipient.

During the meeting of
the Political Economy
Faculty Group. Professor
Matthew Kroenig from
the Department of
Government.

Discussion with Allen Stam during
our GUITARS Seminar Series.
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Comparative Perspective”); Julia Lynch
from the University of Pennsylvania
(“The Politics of Geographic Health
Inequalities in Europe”); and Beth
Simmons from Harvard University
(“Mobilizing for Rights: International
Law in Domestic Politics”). In part-
nership with the Georgetown Public
Policy Institute the Center launched
the International Development
Series under the leadership of
Professors Jennifer Tobin and James
Habyarimana, who invited Professor
Ana de la O, from Yale University, to
discuss her research on how poverty
relief funds affect electoral behavior.

Regional Forums

The South Asia Forum joined the
existing China Forum this year
gathering faculty and students from
across the Georgetown University
community, including the School of
Foreign Service, the College of Arts
and Sciences, the McDonough School
of Business, the Medical School, and
the Law Center to share research on
South Asia. The Forum, led by
Professors Shareen Joshi and Aparna
Vaidik, met several times and included
presentations by Rajeev Bhargava
(What the World Can Learn from India’s
Traditions), and a panel discussion on
“Making Sense of the Mumbai Attacks”
after the tragic terrorist events, fea-
turing Georgetown Professors Bruce
Hoffman, Shareen Joshi and Tristan
Mabry, who analized from the per-
spective of economics and politics
the possible explanations and under-
lying conditions that led to the

attacks. Professor Asoka Bandarage
spoke about the “Separatist Conflict
in Sri Lanka”; and Professor P. R.
Kumaraswamy discussed the com-
plexities of India’s relationship with
Iran and Israel. This Forum also
launched the Khayaal Book Club and
hosted lively and well-attended dis-
cussions on contemporary literary
works of art from the region, includ-
ing White Tiger by Aravind Adiga,
Unaccustomed Earth by Jhumpa Lahiri
and Mohsin Hamid’s The Reluctant
Fundamentalist. The creation of this
Forum reflected the evolving role of
the Mortara Center as a focal point for
university-wide activities of common
interest to students and faculty.

In relation to China, the Center
co-sponsored several events. Orville
Shell and Joanna Lewis came to cam-
pus for a conversation about climate
change and the future of US-China
Relations. Paul Cohen, from Wellesley
College, gave a lecture on “Speaking
to History: A lecture on China” and
Ambassador Sung Kim came to talk
about the “Six Party Talks”. These
events were co-sponsored with the
Asian Studies Program. The Center
hosted two visiting associates, Lu
Jianhua, a professor from the
Institute for International Strategic
Studies at the Central Committee
Party School in Beijing, China, and
Chen Qiqing, an associate professor
in the Department of Economics
at the Central Party School. Lu
Jianhua’s research interests include
the world economy, theories and

Several regional
forums were presented
to the public.

Panel discussion on
“Making Sense of the
Mumbai Attacks”.
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practice of corporations and sustain-
able development. Chen Qiqing’s
research interests focus on the
financial reform of China, interna-
tional regulatory cooperation and
security markets. The Mortara
Center also hosted a delegation from
Fudan University.

Annual Speeches

The Center continued its traditional
activities. The annual Goldman
Sachs lecture was given by Senator
Russell Feingold of Wisconsin on
“Promoting Democracy, Development and
Diplomacy – US Interests and Values.”
Senator Feingold spoke about the
importance of the rule of law in
diplomacy, development assistance
and the need to strengthen proce-
dures and institutions that underpin
fairness, human dignity and eco-
nomic opportunity. Senator Feingold
said “what I do wish to put forward
today is a specific challenge to those
who will take charge of our diplo-
matic and development assistance
programs in a new administration.
That challenge is: to produce and
implement, as a cornerstone and
priority of our diplomacy and foreign
assistance — and as a reflection of
our most fundamental national
values — a more meaningful and
robust strategy to support others to
achieve real self governance
anchored by the rule of law.”

This year’s Distinguished Lecture in
Modern International History saw a
welcome return to campus by

Professor Paul Kennedy of Yale
University who spoke on his work in
progress — History from the Middle:
How the Second World War Was Won.

A number of Georgetown’s own faculty
gave a variety of timely presentations
this past year, including Victor Cha
on “What’s Up with Kim Jong Il”, Robert
Lieber on “Why the Declinists are Wrong
Again”, Anthony Lake on “Global Hard
Times and Domestic Politics”, Charles
Kupchan on “The Autonomy Principle”,
and Andrew Natsios on “US Policy on
Sudan: The Current Debate”.

Book Discussions

The Mortara Center hosted ten book
launches that included Georgetown
faculty authors and several authors
from outside the University. Mortara
Distinguished professor and former

Professor Paul Kennedy
from Yale University pre-
sented the Distinguished
Annual Lecture in
International History.

Andrew Natsios gave
a presentation on
“US Policy on Sudan:
The Current Debate”.

The annual Goldman Sachs lecture was given
by Senator Russell Feingold.

Anthony Lake gave a
presentation on
“Global Hard Times and
Domestic Politics”.



Secretary of State Madeleine Albright
presented her book, Memo to the
President just in time for the election
in 2008 to a lively audience in
Gaston Hall. Georgetown Provost
James O’Donnell described his book,
The Ruin of the Roman Empire to a
luncheon seminar, noting that there
are some lessons in his work for the
world of today. Andrew Bacevich
spoke about his book, The End of
American Exceptionalism at a seminar
co-hosted by the Tocqueville Forum,
and Jacqueline Novogratz, the CEO of
the Acumen Fund, described her
book, The Blue Sweater (about develop-
ment in poor countries and the role
of the private sector and private
entrepreneurs) at a lively afternoon
discussion, co-sponsored by
ShoreBank (a micro-enterprise lend-
ing bank headquartered in Chicago).

Georgetown students, faculty and
staff also had a chance to learn
about The World Bank and the New US
Administration by Professor Katherine
Marshall, about Negotiation and the
Global Information Economy by Professor
JP Singh, and about New Industries
from New Places: The Emergence of
Hardware and Software Industries in
China and India by Professor Stanley
Nollen and Neil Gregory.

Illuminati Dinners and
Faculty Lunches

There were two dinner events for
masters’ degree students including
one with former President of Poland,
Alexander Kwasniewski, and another

one with former Prime Minister of
Spain, Jose Maria Aznar. The Center
organized a welcome lunch for
(former) Senator Chuck Hagel, on
the occasion of his joining the
School of Foreign Service faculty.

Conferences

The Mortara Center co-sponsored a
conference on Non-Governmental
Diplomacy with InterAction,
Coordination Sud and the Embassy
of France for faculty and students
of Georgetown and the Washington
development community. Henri
Rouille d’Orfeuil, the author of an
important work on NGO diplomacy,
The Role of NGOs in the Public Debate
and International Relations, was a
major speaker.

Lepgold Book Prize

This year’s Lepgold Book
Prize was awarded to
Professor Nina
Tannenwald for her book
entitled The Nuclear Taboo:
The United States and the
Non-Use of Nuclear Weapons
Since 1945. Professor
Tannenwald, Associate Professor of
International Relations at Brown
University, challenged conventional
conceptions of deterrence and
offered a compelling argument on
the moral bases of nuclear restraint
as well as an important insight into
how nuclear war can be avoided in
the future.
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Madeleine Albright
presented her book,
Memo to the President.

Illuminati Dinner with
former President of
Poland, Alexander

Kwasniewski.

Professor JP Singh
discusses Negotiation
and the Global
Information Economy.



The coming year will be one of
transitions for the Mortara

Center. Professor Carol Lancaster, the
Director for the past four years has
moved on to become Interim Dean
of the School of Foreign Service.
Professor Kathleen McNamara
(Department of Government and
SFS) will become the Director of the
Center in January 2010. Meanwhile,
Professor John McNeill (Department
of History and SFS) will be interim
Director from July to December 2009.

The Center is now well established at
the University and beyond as a place
of intellectual exchange on a wide
range of topics related to interna-
tional studies and a focal point for

bringing prominent experts of interest
to the entire University community to
campus for events. With its capable
staff, Aliz Agoston and Adam Olszowka,
it is set to have a dynamic future and
continue to make a major contribu-
tion to the faculty, staff and students
of the University and the intellectual
community beyond its gates.

Looking Towards the Future

8



9

Summing Up

As Robert Gallucci, former Dean of the
School of Foreign Service, remarked:

“The mission of the Mortara Center is

to provide a venue for, and to pro-

mote, scholarly discourse on a broad

range of policy and intellectual issues

in the area of international studies.

As a relatively new center in a newly

renovated building, it has already

established a reputation for doing

just that through an extraordinary

program of events, symposiums,

conferences, and speeches involving

senior policy makers and cutting-edge

academics from within the Georgetown community, the Washington

area, and the world at large. The Mortara Center has enriched the intel-

lectual life for students and faculty on campus, as well as for the broader

community outside the university through its outreach activities. Over

time, we can expect the center to become an important source of ideas

and critical analysis on such issues as international security, international

development, globalization, the role of religion in society, the impact of

democratization on regional development and security, matters of gover-

nance in the international community, and the importance of trends.”

It is towards these goals that the Mortara Center will continue its work.



MADELEINE ALBRIGHT,
Mortara Distinguished
Professor in the Practice
of Diplomacy

CAROL LANCASTER,
Director

ALIZ AGOSTON,
Assistant Director

ADAM OLSZOWKA,
Program Assistant
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Advisory Committee
Madeleine Albright
Jeffrey Anderson
Anthony Arend
Thomas Banchoff
Andrew Bennett
Marc Busch
Daniel Byman
Victor Cha
Robert Cumby
Carl Dahlman
David Edelstein
Robert Gallucci
Barak Hoffman
Charles King

John Kline
Charles Kupchan
Anthony Lake
Carol Lancaster
John Langan
Robert Lieber
Susan Martin
Kathleen McNamara
John McNeill
Theodore Moran
Paula Newberg
Daniel Nexon
George Shambaugh
Katrin Sieg
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