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From the Director
Dear Friends of the Mortara Center,

T

Kathleen McNamara
Director, Mortara Center,
Associate Professor, Government and International
Affairs

his past year has been an exciting one at Mortara. We brought
students, staff and faculty across Georgetown’s hilltop together
with scholars, policymakers and experts from all over the world to
explore emerging issues of the 21st century. Lively sessions with
artists who are shaping political change made our Culture and Politics
series shine. Public talks with leading scholars in our Global India
program focused the spotlight on this important world actor. A new
series on Global Governance allowed us to learn about the different
approaches being taken on issues from international health initiatives
to the challenge of failing states.
We are helping to cement the intellectual infrastructure for the firstclass research university Georgetown has become. Aside from our
large public lectures, I am happy to say that our small, informal faculty
and graduate research seminars have become an integral part of life
for many in the School of Foreign Service. Communities of students
and faculty meet weekly over lunch, to discuss cutting edge research
in progress.
Our newest initiative is our Mortara Undergraduate Research Fellows
(MURFs) program. Through a partnership with the Dean’s office,
freshmen in SFS have the chance to compete for multi-year research
fellow positions, working closely with SFS faculty on topics of mutual
interest. We will continue to engage our undergraduates and enrich
their intellectual experience.
In all, 2011-12 was a successful year, built on the hard of work of
Mortara staff and the talents and passions of Georgetown faculty and
students. It is an honor to be part of it all.
Best wishes,
Kathleen R. McNamara
Director, Mortara Center for International Studies
Associate Professor, Government and International Affairs
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About the Mortara Center
Officially opened in January 2003, the Mortara Center for International Studies was founded through the generosity of the late
Mr. Michael P. Mortara and his wife, Mrs. Virginia Mortara. At
the time of his death in November 2000, Michael Mortara was
president and chief executive officer of Goldman Sachs Ventures
and a dedicated volunteer leader at Georgetown.

Mission: The Mortara Center
for International Studies seeks
to advance scholarship and
inform policy by combining
the expertise of scholars and
the experience of international
affairs practitioners to illuminate
the fundamental forces —
political, economic, and cultural
— that shape international
relations. To realize this
mission, the Center organizes
and
co-sponsors
lectures,
workshops, and conferences;
provides support for research
and publications; and generates
communities
of
research.

Michael P. Mortara

The Mortara Building is home to the Mortara
Center for International Studies, as well as the
Center for Security Studies. The building features office facilities, meeting space, and a spacious conference room.
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DistinguishedLectures
Lectures
Distinguished
In 2011-2012, the Mortara Center sponsored and cosponsored
over 100 academic events. The
Center continued its tradition
of offering annual speeches by
distinguished scholars, authors,
dignitaries, and practitioners in
the field of international studies.

Secretary Albright spoke with
students about the transition
that occured in countries as a
result of the Arab Spring.

Senator Chuck Hagel dined
with students as part of the
Illuminati Dinner Series.

3

SECRETARY ALBRIGHT:
UNDERSTANDING THE
ARAB SPRING
On March 12th 2012, the Mortara
Center for International Studies,
the Office of the Dean of the School
of Foreign Service, and Georgetown Women in International Affairs (GWIA) convened a panel
discussion “Understanding the
Arab Spring” in Georgetown’s historic Riggs Library. Kathleen McNamara, Director of the Mortara
Center for International Studies,
Madeleine Albright, Mortara Distinguished Professor in the Practice
of Diplomacy, Jennifer L. Windsor, Associate Dean of Programs at
the School of Foreign Service, and
Rebecca Farmer (G’13) discussed
the impact of the Arab Spring
Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright told the audience of
students and faculty that countries
undergoing transition as part of
the Arab Spring are not necessarily looking at the United States as
a model for governance. Albright
pointed to a fundamental difference in the ultimate goal of Arab

Spring protestors compared to
that of Central and Eastern European dissidents in the 1980s
and 1990s. The latter protesters identified themselves with
the West and the U.S., she noted.

ILLUMINATI
DINNER SERIES
The Illuminati Dinner Series is a formal dinner series
that provides an opportunity
for students to spend an intimate evening conversing with
Georgetown’s distinguished visiting scholars and faculty practitioners at the Mortara Center.
On February 23rd, 2012, Mortara
Director Kathleen McNamara
hosted Senator Chuck Hagel for
a dinner with both graduate and
undergraduate students from the
School of Foreign Service. Senator Hagel, Distinguished Professor of National Governance,
spoke on some of the most pressing foreign policy dilemmas facing the United States in the years
ahead. Utilizing his perspective
as a former senator and his present involvement in various governmental advisory capacities,
Senator Hagel discussed the relative geopolitical power of the US
and the implications of the Arab
Spring for U.S. foreign policy.

DISTINGUISHED
INTERNATIONAL
HISTORY LECTURE
On April 12th, 2012, the Mortara Center for International
Studies and the Georgetown
University Institute for Global
History welcomed James Belich,
Beit Professor of Commonwealth and Imperial History at
Oxford University, England. Dr.
John McNeill, Professor of History at Georgetown University,
delivered introductory remarks
for the lecture, which was titled,
“Settler Races? Comparing European Migrations, 1500-1800.”

LEPGOLD BOOK PRIZE
The 2010 Lepgold Prize was
awarded to John Owen of
the University of Virginia for
his book, The Clash of Ideas
in World Politics (Princeton University Press, 2010).
In The Clash of Ideas Owen examines forcible regime promotion
over the past five centuries, offering the first systematic study of
this common state practice. Owen
traces how conflicts arise and ultimately fade as one ideology wins
favor with more elites in more
countries. He demonstrates how
the struggle between secularism
and Islamism in Muslim countries today reflects broader transnational trends in world history.

The Lepgold Prize Committee
also awarded an Honorable Mention to Vincent Pouliot of McGill
University for his book, Interna-

tional Security in Practice: The
Politics of NATO-Russia Diplomacy (Cambridge University

Press, 2010). This excellent book
explains how once bitter enemies
move beyond entrenched rivalry
at the diplomatic level, and builds
on Pierre Bourdieu’s sociology to
devise a theory of practice of security communities that illuminates
post-Cold War security relations
between NATO and Russia.

John Owen received the 2010
Lepgold Book Prize for his
book The Clash of Ideas in
World Politics.

The Georgetown University Lepgold Book Prize honors Joseph S.
Lepgold, a Georgetown University
Government and School of Foreign Service professor who died
in Paris in December 2001. The
prize honors exceptional contributions to the study of international
relations, with particular emphasis
on the resolution of critical policy
challenges,
published
each calendar year. Past
winners of the prize
include: Patrick McDonald (The Invisible

Hand of Peace: Capitalism, The War Machine, and International
Relations
Theory),

Alexander B. Downes
(Targeting Civilians in
War), and Nina Tannenwald (The Nuclear Taboo).
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Emerging Issues of the
21st Century Series
In the 2011-2012 academic year,
the Mortara Center hosted four
year-long thematic lecture series.

GLOBAL GOVERNANCE
Cosponsored by the Master of
Science in Foreign Service Program, the Global Governance
Speaker Series addressed crossnational issues that challenge
governments and multilateral institutions. In November, GWU
professor, Michael Barnett spoke
on international paternalism and
in March, Jeffrey Dunoff from
Temple spoke on the fragmentation of international law. Both
Erez Manela of Harvard and
Thomas Pogge from Yale looked
at issues in the health sector with
“Smallpox Eradication and the
Rise of Global Governance” and
“Getting Real: Piloting and Financing the Health Impact Fund.”

GLOBAL INDIA
The Office of the Dean of the
School of Foreign Service, the
Georgetown Asian Studies Program, and the Mortara Center
invited scholars of India to explore political, social, historical
and economic dynamics at play
in India. The series consisted
of ten events through the year.
It began with Nita Rudra from
the University of Pittsburgh addressing FDI in developing
countries.” Other speakers included Alyssa Ayres from the
State Department on the diplomatic relationship between India
and the U.S., Cecilia Van Hollen
from Syracuse discussed HIV/
AIDS in India, and Assema
Sinha from Claremont-McKenna looked at how global markets
are shaping India’s rise to power.

As part of the Global Governance Series, Professor Thomas Pogge talked about the challenges of piloting and financing the Health
Impact Fund on March 29, 2012.
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Professor Victor Cha introduced Dr. Nita
Rudra for the first presentation of the Global
India series. Her presenation examined the
impacts of foreign direct investment (FDI) on
access to potable water.

Comedian Dean Obeidallah
opened the 2011-2012 Culture
and Politics series at an event
moderated by Ambassador
Cynthia Schneider. The discussion centered on the power of
stand up comedy to dismantle the
pervasive Arab stereotypes that
exist ten years after 9/11.

CULTURE AND POLTICS
This series focused on ways culture reflects and shapes political life. One of the center’s most
well attended sessions opened
with a discussion led by comedian Dean Obeidallah on “How
Comedy took on Islamophobia.” Other events included film
screenings of “Qarantina” with
Oday Rasheed and “Wham!
Bam! Islam!” with Dr. Naif AlMutawa, which looked at the
trials of “The 99” and its impact
globally. Other topics included the revolution in Egypt and
film, and author and artist Daisy
Rockwell discussing her paintings in The Little Book of Terror.

IN THE NEWS
This series highlighted current
events and issues in international
affairs. It began with a panel on

the War on Terrorism over the
next ten years with the Center for
Security Studies. With the Center for Latin American Studies,
Mortara held a panel discussion
in Spanish, “Realidad Argentina
2012,” which featured public officials and representatives from
public companies discussing the
recent elections in Argentina.
With the Asian Studies Program
and the Center for Peace and Security Studies, Mortara hosted a
roundtable on North Korea with
professors Victor Cha, Mike
Green, Ji-Young Lee and Paul
Pillar. This event was our most
highly attended of the year. The
series ended with a debate between professors Matthew Kroenig and Colin Kahl on whether
the United States should engage
in an armed strike against Iran,
voicing opinions they made in
recent issues of Foreign Affairs.

To conclude the
Mortara Culture
and Politics
Series, Dr.
Naif Al-Mutawa spoke at a
screening of the
film “Wham!
Bam! Isalm!”
which looked
at the Muslim
comic book,
“The 99,” and
its influence in
Islamic society.

Professors David Edelstein and Kathleen McNamara were amnog the expert panelists who
discussed the next ten years in the War on
Terrorism during a day-long panel discussion
that kicked off the In the News Sereies.

6

Research Seminars

Vincent Pouillot, McGill University, discussed “The Sense
of One’s Place in International
Relations: Toward a Practice
Theory of International Order” at GUITARS on Monday,
September 26, 2011.

Georgetown University faculty
member Daniel Brumberg
discussed the “Transitions in
the Arab World: Theorizing
the Arab Spring” at CRITICS
on April 23, 2012.
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The Mortara Center supported the activities of six research
seminars in the field of International Studies. Directly addressing the Center’s core mission, these working groups
fostered intellectual exchange
and scholarly research in some
of the key academic disciplines
of the School of Foreign Service.
The research seminars unite faculty and students in ongoing and
sustained dialogue on cuttingedge research in the fields of
international relations theory,
international political economy, international development
studies, comparative government, and international history.
This year, the Mortara Center continued to expand the activities of
the research seminars in partnership with the Departments of History, Government and the Georgetown Public Policy Institute.

GUITARS
The Georgetown University International Theory and Research
Seminar series (GUITARS)
gathered biweekly to discuss
the research and working papers of Georgetown faculty and
visiting scholars that focus on
critical theoretical issues in IR.
James Vreeland, Associate Professor of International Relations
and Government, chaired the
series. During the 2011-2012
academic year, thirteen sessions
were held, with presentations including: “Who Fudges International Legal Commitments and
How? Reassessing ICC NonSurrender Agreements with the
United States,” by Tonya Putnam from Columbia University,
“Atomic Aversion: Experimental
Evidence on Taboos, Traditions,
and the Non-Use of Nuclear
Weapons,” by Benjamin Valentino of Dartmouth, and “Can
There Be a Political
Science of the Holocaust?” by Georgetown
professor Charles King,
which was cosponsored with CRITICS.

Pedro Gete, a Georgetown
University faculty member, discussed “Lax Lending Standards and Capital
Requirements” at an International Political Economy
meeting in April 2012.

CRITICS
The Current Research on Issues and Topics In Comparative
Scholarship series (CRITICS),
cosponsored by the Department
of Government, was chaired by
Desha Girod, Assistant Professor of Government. Participants
gathered for ten sessions to discuss
working papers on various topics of comparative government.
Highlights of the series included
“Incomplete Assimilation Among
Muslims in France,” by Stanford
Professor David Laitlin, “Transitions in the Arab World: Theorizing
the Arab Spring,” by Georgetown
professor Daniel Brumberg, and
“Economic Shocks and Conflict:
The (Absence of?) Evidence from
Commodity Prices,” by Christopher Blattman from Yale University.

INTERNATIONAL
POLITICAL ECONOMY
The International Political Economy Workshop, led by Professor
Marc Busch, continued to meet
regularly during the 2011-2012
academic year. The workshop
brings together Georgetown faculty from across various disciplines to discuss political economy
research in an informal setting.

The series had twelve sessions
and included presentations by
Raj Desai and Shareen Joshi
from Georgetown, “Can the Poor
Be Organized? Evidence From
Self-Help Groups in Rural India” and “States Held Hostage:
Political Hold-Up Problems in
International Politics,” by Allison
Sovey, a PhD candidate at Yale.

INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
RESEARCH SERIES
As part of an ongoing focus on
International Development, the
Center continued to sponsor the
International Development Research Series with the Georgetown
Public Policy Institute (GPPI).
Chaired by Professors Jennifer
Tobin and James Habyarimana,
the series consisted of nine presentations by Georgetown faculty
and development practitioners.
Highlights of the series included
“The Need for Enemies” by James
Robinson, Harvard University and
“Take the Money and Run: Determinants of Compliance with Aid
Agreements,” by Professor Tobin.

Jim Robinson, Harvard
University, discussed a recent
paper he co-authored on “The
Need for Enemies” at the
International Development
Research Series meeting on
October 18, 2011.
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Ines Prodoehl, of the German
Historical Institute, spoke on
Soybeans in a Global Perspective, 1900 to 1950, at an
International History Seminar
meeting on March 15, 2012.

INTERNATIONAL
HISTORY SEMINAR
SERIES

INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS THEORY
BOOK GROUP

The International History Seminar Series, cosponsored by the
Georgetown University Institute for Global History, brought
scholars from across the country to present working papers
on the subject of global history
and discuss their research with
Georgetown faculty and students.

The International Relations
Theory Book Group gathered
for a second year, fostering an exchange of ideas on contemporary
international relations scholarship among faculty and students.
Led by Professor Daniel Nexon,
the book group meets regularly
to read and discuss important
new academic books, creating
a sense of community and engagement outside the classroom.

Convened by Professors Aviel
Roshwald and John McNeill, the
series featured six presentations,
including, “The Past in the Present: The Local History Movement and Urban Branding in Interwar Japan,” by Louise Young
from the University of Wisconsin
and “US-Arab Relations and the
Politics of Modernization During
the Cold War,” by Nathan Citino of Colorado State University.

A selection of books from the Mortara
Center’s collection.
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The Book Group discussed four
books in the 2011-2012 academic
year. Titles included Worse Than
a Monolith by Thomas J. Christenson, The Evolution of Modern
States by Sven Steinmo, Exorbitant
Privilege by Barry Eichengreen,
and Run of the Red Queen by Dan
Breznitz and Michael Murphee.

Research
The Mortara Center’s programming supports the entire research
life cycle, from preliminary brainstorming, through the presentaion
of rough drafts in workshops, to
the unveiling of published books.
These activities contribute to development of “thought communities” between faculty and students
on campus and promote interaction with scholars, practitioners
and experts outside of Georgetown.

MORTARA UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH
FELLOWS
In 2011-2012, the Mortara Center and SFS introduced a new
research initiative, the Mortara
Undergraduate Research Fellows
Program (MURFs). As part of the
University’s strong commitment
to undergraduate research, a select
group of the finest students in the
School of Foreign Service have
the opportunity to partner with
professors as research-assistants
and potential co-authors on complex research projects throughout their undergraduate career.
By empowering students as
generators, not just consumers, of knowledge, we hope that
MURFs emerge from the program with the in-depth skills
and training to tackle a range
of issues in foreign affairs.

MORTARA RESEARCH
WORKSHOP SERIES

2011-2012 MURFS: Soumyajit Mazumder, Elaine
Colligan, and Asjed Hussain

The Mortara Research Workshop Series offers members of the
Georgetown community the opportunity to enhance and further
their research through engagement
with outside scholars and practitioners from around the world.
In March 2012, The Mortara
Center co-sponsored an author’s
workshop with professors Andrew
Bennett and Jeff Checkel to work
on a book project titled “Process
Tracing in the Social Sciences:
From Metaphor to Analytic Tool.”
Over the course of three days eleven professors convened to work
through the draft of chapers by
Professors Bennett and Checkel,
discuss issues, and further develop
the structure and clarity of the book.

THE MORTARA
WORKING PAPER SERIES
Since Spring 2011, the Mortara
Working Paper has provided a
mechanism for the distribution
and dissemination of faculty research. The Series serves as a repository to showcase research at
the forefront of the field of international affairs. Articles in the series
advance scholarship on the fundamental forces - political, economic, and cultural - that shape international relations. The Working
Papers are now available on the
Georgetown Digital Library.

The Mortara Working Paper
Series, launched in Spring
2011, showcases research at
the forefront of international
affairs.
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A large number of students,
faculty and staff turned out
to listen to former Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright
talk about “Understanding the
Arab Spring” in Georgetown’s
historic Riggs Library.

FACULTY BOOK
LAUNCHES

ate international relations research
conference. Focusing on the three
broad themes of international institutions, international politics
and security, and area studies, the
Walsh Exchange provides an opportunity for the top students in
the field of IR the chance to gain
greater exposure for their research
and the experience of presenting
in a formal conference setting.

The year included presentations
by Georgetown faculty: Charles
Kupchan’s No One’s World, and
Robert Lieber’s Power
and Willpower in the
American Future. Presentations by other
noted authors included Patrick Thaddeus
Jackson,
American
Univeristy, Imagining
International
Relations as a Pluralistic
Social Science, Joshua
Goldstein’s Winning the War on
War: The Decline of Armed Conflict
Worldwide, and Peter Trubowitz’s Politics and Strategy: Partisan
Ambition and American Statecraft.

The Center once again cosponsored the Eleventh Annual Carroll Round Conference. The
conference on international economics fosters the exchange of
ideas among participants and
prominent members of the academic and policy-making communities through presentations,
discussions, and lectures. Undergraduate students present journal
length articles, based on original
research, in panels moderated by
economics professors and practitioners, which are then followed by engaging discussion.

The Mortara Center seeks to recognize the finest work at the end of
the research cycle by hosting lectures that allow scholars to present
recent publications. The Mortara
Center sponsored six book launch
events in the 2011-2012 academic year featuring discussions
of recent or forthcoming works.

On April 12, 2012 James
Belich, Professor of Commonwealth and Imperial History
at Oxford University, delivered
the Distinguished Lecture in
Modern International History.
He was introduced by Georgetown Professor of History Dr.
John McNeill.
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UNDERGRADUATE
OUTREACH AND
DEVELOPMENT

During the last year, the Mortara
Center continued to expand its
efforts to develop programming
for Georgetown undergraduates.
The Center cosponsored the first
Walsh Exchange, an undergradu-

The Center also cosponsored a
brunch discussion with OECD
Nuclear
Energy
Agency’s
(NEA) Head of External Relations and Public Affairs, Serge
Gas. Mr. Gas delivered a lecture entitled, ”Nuclear Energy
after Fukushima: The OECD
NEA Perspective.” Doug Proctor, OECD Student Ambassador at Georgetown University,
delivered introductory remarks.

MORTARA DISTINGUISHED
PROFESSOR
MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT
In 2011-2012, Mortara Distinguished
Professor and former Secretary of State,
Madeleine K. Albright again taught
America’s National Security Toolbox to graduate students in the fall semester and then to undergraduates in
the spring semester. Students in both
classes participated in dynamic roleplay exercises that culminated in day
long simulations at the Mortara Center.

Students participated in the
day long role play exercise
led by Secretary Albright.

CONNECT WITH THE
MORTARA CENTER ONLINE:

Visit us at:
mortara.georgetown.edu
Follow us on Twitter:
@MortaraCenter
Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/MortaraCenterforInternationalStudies
Please sign up for our mailing list to receive email invitations
to our events:
http://sfs.georgetown.edu/mail/
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Summing Up

T

he Mortara Center enjoyed another strong year in 2011-2012.
Moving from an emphasis on one-time
events, the Center now offers sustained,
regular seminar series around a particular
theme, or in a particular scholarly area.
We look for ways to disseminate the
knowledge that we are helping to build,
through public outreach, placement of
pieces in mass publications, and an increased web and social media presence.
The Mortara Center has sought to expand its partnerships and collaboration
of elements within the University, including academic programs, faculty groups,
graduate and undergraduate student
organizations; and within the broader
Washington community. The Center continues to be an initiator and
convener of academic events on campus, creating the conditions for
sustained intellectual engagement across the School of Foreign Service, the University, and the intellectual community beyond its gates.
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STAFF AND FACULTY
KATHLEEN R. MCNAMARA

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2011-2012
MADELEINE ALBRIGHT

CHARLES KUPCHAN

JEFFREY ANDERSON

CAROL LANCASTER

MOIRA TODD

ANTHONY AREND

JOHN LANGAN

Assistant Director

THOMAS BANCHOFF

ROBERT LIEBER

EVA ZAMARRIPA

ANDREW BENNETT

SUSAN MARTIN

Program Coordinator

MARC BUSCH

KATHLEEN R. MCNAMARA

DANIEL BYMAN

JOHN MCNEILL

VICTOR CHA

THEODORE MORAN

ROBERT CUMBY

PAULA NEWBERG

CARL DAHLMAN

ABRAHAM NEWMAN

DAVID EDELSTEIN

DANIEL NEXON

BRUCE HOFFMAN

GEORGE SHAMBAUGH

CHARLES KING

KATRIN SIEG

JOHN KLINE

JAMES R. VREELAND

Director

JAMES R. VREELAND

Associate Professor of International Relations
MADELEINE ALBRIGHT

Mortara Distinguished
Professor in the Practice of
Diplomacy
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