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The Veteran’s Creed 
1. I am an American Veteran  
2. I proudly served my country 
3. I live the values I learned in the military 
4. I continue to serve my community, my country and my fellow veterans 
5. I maintain my physical and mental discipline 
6. I continue to lead and improve 
7. I make a difference 
8. I honor and remember my fallen comrades 

 
This month’s Listserv includes Army recruiting difficulties; Amazon’s plans to hire veterans in 

its new headquarters in Arlington VA; the death of the oldest U.S. veteran; a posthumous medal 

for the sailor who rescued the last 6 survivors of the USS Arizona in Pearl Harbor; the 

controversial case of a Green Beret charged with murder; and, a photo of three Congressmen 

who sustained battle injuries.   

 

Army Recruiting Difficulties 

The Army has a new strategy for recruiting. It wants to expand its recruiting base from the 

South, which has been its best region, to 22 “left-leaning cities” like Chicago, San Francisco and 

Seattle where relatively few recruits have been signing up. This is coupled with a big push on 

social media and the live streaming platform Twitch. 

In part, this change is due to the Army’s failure to reach even modified targets for FY18. The 

Army recruiting goal for last year was 80,000, later 76,500 and they finally recruited 70,000 

individuals. The Army’s active component held at 483,500  with a strength target of 487,500. 

Among the factors leading to more difficult military recruiting is the favorable economy and low 

unemployment rate 

Recruiters feel that there are many youths who might join but don’t know much about what the 

military is about, especially in the cities. According to General Frank Muth, head of the Army 

Recruiting Command, the Army wants to frame enlistment as a patriotic detour for motivated 

young adults who might otherwise be headed for a corporate cubicle – a detour that promises a 

chance for public service, travel and adventure. Instead of drag racing, teams of [soldiers] 

compete in mix martial arts, CrossFit and competitive video gaming or E-sports. The blue city 

strategy may be difficult in some places where there are so-called “counter recruiting action 

teams” that call attention to such things as civilian deaths in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars and 

where there are antiwar protests.  But, hopefully, one collateral benefit of this new strategy will 

be to resist the increasing isolation of the military and veterans. 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/02/us/army-recruiting-tech-industry-seattle.html?action=click&module=News&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.armytimes.com/news/your-army/2018/12/31/new-in-2019-the-armys-got-a-big-end-strength-gap-to-fill-this-year/
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Top 100 counties for Army recruiting. NY Times 

 

Amazon is Coming to Town and Hiring Vets  

Amazon’s planned regional headquarters in Arlington VA, the heart of the U.S. military 

establishment, is creating a “new potential battleground for veterans” and the fight is for them.    

Amazon’ culture of action, consumer obsession and technical expertise is a good fit for veterans. 

Security clearances will be a particularly valuable job asset as Amazon is also pursuing more 

government contracts.  

Amazon already employs more than 18,000 veterans and their spouses, about 3% of its global 

workforce, and hopes to jump to 25,000 over the next three years. Last year it partnered with the 

Labor Department to train 1000 veterans in cloud computing. 

Other companies are also in the game (see below). Leidos, which is revamping the Pentagon’s 

health system, draw more than a third of their staff from veterans. About 250,000 individuals 

leave active duty military service each year and the DC area has about 210,000 employment age 

veterans, the largest concentration anywhere. 

 

 
Veterans as a percent of employees in  

defense industries. From the Wall Street Journal 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/02/us/army-recruiting-tech-industry-seattle.html?action=click&module=News&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.wsj.com/articles/amazons-d-c-area-hq2-a-new-beachhead-in-battle-for-tech-savvy-vets-11546344001
https://www.wsj.com/articles/amazons-d-c-area-hq2-a-new-beachhead-in-battle-for-tech-savvy-vets-11546344001
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Sailor Who Saved the Last 6 to Get Off the USS Arizona Gets Posthumous Medal 

Former Naval Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class Joe George, finally received a much-deserved medal 

posthumously for rescuing the last 6 survivors of the USS Arizona at Pearl Harbor. George, who 

died in 1996, was at the time serving on the Vestal, a maintenance ship adjacent to the Arizona. 

When the Arizona was burning and about to sink, George was ordered to cast off. But he spotted 

six man trapped on the burning battleship, threw a lifeline and dragged them across to the Vestal.  

Fellow sailors not only felt he deserved the medal but also noted that few men would have the 

strength to do what George, an amateur heavyweight boxer and lounge brawler, did. In fact, he 

was confined to the Vestal that Sunday morning because the MPs had brought him back from a 

bar fight. His account of the event is part of an oral history project and a documentary.  

The medal was delayed for decades because of various complications including especially the 

fact that George had disobeyed orders to save the men. Two of the rescued men, one their sons 

and George’s daughter took up his cause as did Senators David Cotton (R, AK) and Jeff Flake 

(R, AZ). They pointed out that nothing actually showed that George disobeyed orders. George 

finally won a posthumous Bronze Star in a ceremony at the USS Arizona Memorial, a first for 

that site. Amazingly, of five USS Arizona survivors still alive, two of them are men whom 

George saved. 

 
Joe George, as a sailor 

 

Oldest Veteran Dies 

Richard Overton, whom we noted in December 2016, was the oldest living veteran, died of 

pneumonia on December 28 at age 112 years (video here). Overton enlisted in the Army in 1940 

and served in the 187th Aviation Engineer Battalion, a segregated black unit. He was at Pearl 

Harbor, Okinawa and Iwo Jima.  “It was difficult”, he had said, “I’ve never done that before. 

Uncle Sam called me, and I went there, and I had to do it.”. In the war “some lost their body. 

Some lost their soul.” After the war Overton lived in a house he built in Austin Texas. With Pres. 

Obama at the Memorial Amphitheater at Arlington national Cemetery on Veterans Day in 2013, 

he received a standing ovation. Obama said, “he was there at Pearl Harbor when the battleships 

were still smoldering.” He faced difficulties after he came home because of racism. On his 111th 

birthday, the city named street on which he lived after him and he has been honored by Texas 

Gov. Greg Allen and many others. Overton attributed his long life to aspirin, stress free living, 

yardwork and a will to keep moving. He also was known to eat ice cream, drink whiskey and 

smoke cigars. Many fellow Austinites mourned his passing. 

 

 

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-best-reads/2017/12/07/pearl-harbor-uss-arizona-unknown-sailor-joe-george-bronze-star/926756001/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-best-reads/2017/12/07/pearl-harbor-uss-arizona-unknown-sailor-joe-george-bronze-star/926756001/
http://fortune.com/2017/12/07/joe-george-pearl-harbor/
https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc306745/m1/3/
https://visitpearlharbor.org/another-honor-for-pearl-harbor-hero-joe-george/
http://fortune.com/2017/12/07/joe-george-pearl-harbor/
https://visitpearlharbor.org/another-honor-for-pearl-harbor-hero-joe-george/
https://www.npr.org/2018/12/28/680643715/oldest-american-world-war-ii-veteran-dies-at-112
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/1050317/Listserv%204%2012-7-16.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pD5V_qx7kI
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Richard Overton who died on December 28. From NPR 

 

Green Beret Matthew Goldsteyn Charged with Murder 

After 8 years and 2 investigations, the Army has charged Maj. David Goldsteyn with murder for 

the death of an Afghan man in 2010. The controversial charge carries a possible death penalty. 

Goldsteyn, then a Captain, was deployed to Afghanistan in the 3rd Special Forces Group. He 

fought in the Battle of Marja during which explosives planted on a booby-trapped door killed 2 

Marines and wounded 3 others. For his actions in tracking down a sniper, assisting a wounded 

Afghan soldier and coordinating multiple airstrikes, he won a Silver Star, later approved for 

upgrade to the Distinguished Service Cross. However, after an investigation that closed in 2014 

without charges, he lost his Silver Star and valued Special Forces tab though he was not charged 

with violating the rules of engagement.  

During a CIA job interview, Goldsteyn said that after the Marines were killed, his unit found 

bomb making materials nearby, detained the suspected bomb maker and brought him back to the 

base. A tribal leader identified the man as a known Taliban bomb maker and Goldsteyn and 

another soldier took the him off-base, shot him and at first buried his remains. Later, he and two 

other soldiers dug up the body and burned it in a trash bin. The suspect was not on a list of 

targets that U.S. forces were cleared to kill and under the rules of engagement Goldsteyn was 

ordered to release him. In November, 2016, Major Goldsteyn admitted that he killed a suspected 

bomb maker in a Fox news interview. After a second investigation by the Army, begun in 2016, 

he was charged with murder. 

A controversy has erupted over these charges and many high officials have expressed their views 

on both sides of the question – the rule of law in battle, on one hand, and rules of engagement 

that many have considered flawed on the other. 

 

Three Veterans Who Sustained Battle Injuries and Went to Congress  

https://www.npr.org/2018/12/28/680643715/oldest-american-world-war-ii-veteran-dies-at-112
https://www.armytimes.com/news/your-army/2018/12/13/former-green-beret-major-faces-murder-charge-for-2010-afghanistan-incident/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/16/us/politics/major-matt-golsteyn-trump.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.foxnews.com/us/former-decorated-green-beret-after-years-of-investigations-charged-in-2010-killing-of-suspect-taliban-bomb-maker
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/16/us/politics/major-matt-golsteyn-trump.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.armytimes.com/news/your-army/2018/12/13/former-green-beret-major-faces-murder-charge-for-2010-afghanistan-incident/
https://www.foxnews.com/us/former-decorated-green-beret-after-years-of-investigations-charged-in-2010-killing-of-suspect-taliban-bomb-maker
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/16/us/politics/major-matt-golsteyn-trump.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
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Reps. Jim Baird (R IN), Dan Crenshaw (R TX) and Brian Mast (R, FL)  

who as the picture’s caption said have “5 eyes,  arms, 4 legs. All American.”  

From WAFF.  

 

The Listserv is available as an archive on the Georgetown University Library website under the 
title “Veterans Interest Newsletters”. 
 

Joel Kupersmith, M.D. 

Director, Georgetown University Veterans Initiatives 

Professor of Medicine 

 

Stats Section 
Working Poor 

 
Poverty status of working aged veterans and non-veterans in the  

labor force 2009-2015. From the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

http://www.waff.com/2019/01/04/combat-veteran-lawmaker-tweets-inspiring-photo-house-floor/
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handle/10822/1050313
https://www.va.gov/vetdata/docs/SpecialReports/The_Veteran_Working_Poor.pdf

