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Global events of the past year confirmed the continued 
relevance of the Berkley Center’s work at the intersection 
of religion and world affairs.
 
During the 2017-2018 academic year, the number of displaced persons continued to rise, coloring national 
and local politics in host countries and straining already fraught international alliances. The threat posed 
by climate change continued to loom over the international community, as well as a growing nuclear threat 
fueled by escalating tensions between the United States and North Korea.

At home, the year began with shocking scenes in Charlottesville, Viriginia, where far-right protesters 
violently clashed with counterdemonstrators. Neo-Nazis marched with torches chanting “Jews will not 
replace us” on the University of Virginia campus, while clergy and other religious figures bravely faced off 
with armed members of the alt-right the next day in downtown Charlottesville.

This past year, our research, teaching, and outreach at the center explored the religious dimension of these 
and other international developments.

Highlights include two panels on race and religion—one focused on the events in Charlottesville and 
the other more broadly on the role of religion in the Black Lives Matter movement—and several events 
focused on the five-hundredth anniversary of the Protestant Reformation and the continuing influence it 
has on society today. The Berkley Center also forged an exciting new partnership with the Pulitzer Center 
on Crisis Reporting, which brought award-winning journalists to campus to discuss their reporting on the 
global refugee crisis. The Berkley-Pulitzer partnership also supports one student annually to conduct an 
international reporting project.

Center faculty authored numerous books and articles during the academic year, furthering research on 
pedogogy, political Islam, Vatican diplomacy, religion and development, Catholicism and globalization, 
and religious freedom. They also gave lectures around the globe and organized events on campus, such 
as a conversation with Karenna Gore of the Center for Earth Ethics; a conference on the Good Friday 
Agreement, which featured two former congressmen; and discussions with authors Tracy K. Smith, 
Lawrence Joseph, and Jonathan Franzen.

In this report you will learn more about these milestones and other highlights from the past year, including 
the continued success of the Doyle Engaging Difference Program, which brings together faculty and 
students from across the curriculum to address issues that cut across religious, cultural, and other divides. 

We thank you for your continued support and engagement, and we look forward to the center’s continued 
growth and expansion in the coming years.

 Shaun Casey     Michael Kessler 
 Director      Managing Director
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New Partnership Brings International 
Reporting to Georgetown 
In fall 2017, the Berkley Center became a member of 
the Pulitzer Center’s Campus Consortium, marking the 
beginning of a two-year partnership between the two 
centers. As part of this arrangement, the centers jointly 
host events that feature Pulitzer Center journalists and 
sponsor one Georgetown student each summer as a 
Pulitzer Center International Reporting Fellow.

The first joint event took place on October 18 and 
featured Pulitzer Center grantees Ben Taub, Robin 
Shulman, and Alice Su, whose work on refugees and 
migrants has been published by media outlets from 
around the world.

Freelance journalist Shulman’s reporting led her to 
Toronto, Canada, where she observed Canada’s refugee 
resettlement program that allows private citizens to 
sponsor Syrian refugees. 

The involvement of private citizens in refugee 
resettlement humanized the migration crisis, Shulman 
said. As communities got in touch with the newly 
arrived refugees, it led to a snowball effect in which large 
numbers of Canadians became invested in the well-being 
of the sponsored families. The involvement of Canadians 
in refugee resettlement also had an emotional impact on 
the Syrians. “It restored my belief in humanity,” stated 
one of the Syrians Shulman profiled. 

Su traveled to Europe for her reporting, where she explored 
the relationship between immigrants and refugees and 
their host communities in Germany. She found that at 
the core, religion is a powerful force that aids and hinders 
acclimation of refugees, especially when host communities’ 
mistrust of refugees’ religion leads to alienation. 

“I think that’s something we forget a lot when we talk 
about Muslims or ‘scary people’ coming and trying to 
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LEFT
Director Shaun Casey and journalists Robin 
Shulman, Alice Su, and Ben Taub in Riggs Library 
during the event “From the Front Lines: The Global 
Refugee Crisis.”

ABOVE
Before the event, Ben Taub speaks with Georgetown 
students about his reporting experiences.

MEET THE 2018 PULITZER 
INTERNATIONAL REPORTING 

FELLOW

Julia Friedmann is an 
undergraduate student in 
the Walsh School of Foreign 
Service, class of 2019, majoring 
in regional and comparative 
studies with a focus on Latin 
America and the Middle East. 

She is also minoring in Spanish and studying to 
receive a certificate in Jewish civilization. Julia is the 
2018 Berkley Center-Pulitzer Center international 
reporting fellow and spent summer 2018 researching 
the role of the Catholic Church in the Colombia 
Peace Accords. Julia also works at the center as a 
student research assistant for Dr. Shaun Casey, 
conducting research about the role of religion in 
international politics.

This summer, I went to Colombia to write about the 
aftermath of five decades of war. As Georgetown’s 

2018 Pulitzer Fellow, I focused my project on 
the unexplored angle of the influence of religious 

actors on Colombia’s peace process with the FARC 
guerrilla group. I got the chance to interview rebel 
leaders, priests, and internally displaced people. I 
travelled to places that outsiders rarely get to see, 
such as former FARC territory and major drug 
trafficking routes. I met priests and nuns who 
have repeatedly risked their lives to shield their 

communities from violence and displacement. I will 
treasure the memories and the skills I learned from 

this experience, which has truly changed my life and 
has focused my career path on telling untold stories.

- Julia Friedmann (SFS’19)

Read Friedmann’s article “In Colombia, the 
Avivamiento megachurch hopes former FARC rebels 

will get religion” in Religion News Service.

‘change’ our societies, is that people don’t have a choice,” 
Su said. “People don’t choose to become refugees. 
Nobody wants to become stateless.” 

New Yorker staff writer Taub spoke about his interactions 
with human smugglers in Africa that complicate the 
narratives of the refugee crisis. For many communities in 
Niger, Taub found that the local economy depends on 
smuggling migrants across the country to Libya. Many 
smugglers must choose whether to smuggle, join an 
extremist terrorist movement, or starve. 

Prior to the public event, the three journalists met with a 
group of Georgetown students to discuss the paths that 
led them to journalism. The reporters also shared how 
they reported and pitched their stories to media outlets. 

In addition to exposing students to journalists like 
Shulman, Su, and Taub, the Berkley-Pulitzer partnership 
provides for an international journalism travel grant 
available to one Georgetown student in each year of the 
agreement. Learn about last year’s fellow, Julia Friedmann 
(SFS’19), and her project in the sidebar on this page.

“
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ABOVE
Terrence Johnson offers his 
perspective on the events in 
Charlottesville.

In the wake of the tragic events in Charlottesville on August 11 and 12, 2017, the country has been confronted 
with difficult questions about how and why racial and religious divides have so publicly resurfaced, and how 
we move toward progress. Activists, students, professors, and religious leaders are trying to make sense of the 
current state of affairs and to find ways to combat the prejudices the world saw on display in Virginia. Religious 
communities, in particular, played a significant role in the Civil Rights Movement and many other social justice 
movements in American history. These communities are now reassessing their role as moral leaders and bridge 
builders in responding to racial and religious discrimination—reckoning with the historical roots of white 
supremacy that persist in society to this day.

Race and Religion Today
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The Berkley Center hosted several events throughout 
the academic year that grappled with the tragedy 
of Charlottesville. Panelists explored the question 
of how religion intersected with the protests and 
counterprotests in Charlottesville, as well as broader 
ongoing racial justice movements.  

The first event, “Charlottesville and Beyond: 
Bending Toward Justice,” was held in Gaston Hall on 
September 19 and brought together faculty from across 
Georgetown to reassess the role religious communities 
may play in the wake of the violence that erupted in 
Charlottesville.

“We’ve been left questioning 
how we as a community address 
this reality that has shown 
itself so, so strifefully in our 
own time,” said Rev. Matthew 
Carnes, S.J., who moderated 
the panel. Carnes said that since 
the August incident, America 
has been confronted with “so 
many very difficult questions, 
especially about how and why 
these racial and religious divides 
have surfaced the way they 
have.”

Berkley Center Director Shaun Casey said he was 
concerned that some neo-Nazis and white supremacists 
may have misconstrued religious sermons to justify their 
actions in Charlottesville.

“Indeed there are some progressive white evangelicals 
and even center-right evangelicals who have spoken 
out quite eloquently and vociferously criticizing the 
ideology of white supremacy,” Casey said, “but on the 
whole, they are a minority voice today.”

Marcia Chatelain, professor of history and African 
American studies, was also critical, saying that whites 
in America profit from racisim, and that true resistance 
on the part of faith communities could only come with 
deep self-reflection and realignment. 

“When I think about the current state of our country, 
I realize that for most if not all white Americans they 
have been shown that white supremacy will give them 
all of the promises.... The false idol of supremacy has 

actually shown itself to be very fruitful. Being racist 
doesn’t harm you in the culture that we live in.”
Chatelain continued, “This is the heart of the spiritual 
crisis of faith communities resisting racism; they have 
very little evidence that resisting racism actually makes 
your life better.... I think within faith communities we 
have many faith leaders who can do the Jesus thing 
and who can do the God thing but they can’t do the 
accountability thing because in their own life they’ve 
also made that bargain with the devil.”

Center Faculty Fellow Terrence Johnson observed that 
African-American churches, particularly large ones, have 
yet to make necessary connections to effectively support 

the Black Lives Matter (BLM) 
movement. Smaller African-
American churches, on the other 
hand, have shown developments 
in identifying the links between 
their communities and broader 
systemic issues in our country.

“I think what we’re seeing now 
is an interesting reflection of 
brokenness,” Johnson said, “and 
a number of African-American 
churches are trying to figure out, 

‘How do I make sense of the brokenness we see in our 
community?’ and how to link that to institutional work 
that must be done at the federal and state level.” 

Rabbi Rachel Gartner pointed to the positive lessons 
that can be learned from the Jewish experience, 
especially in regard to resilience. She explained that 
resistance to the racist and anti-Semitic rhetoric of white 
supremacists involves looking at events in perspective 
and gaining strength and wisdom from the past.

“Judaism takes a very long view,” she said, “Our history 
goes way, way back, like a stream back in time. And 
we sit in that stream of our traditions. We get strength 
because it reflects the cumulative wisdom of so many 
generations of life experience, experience of sorrow and 
joy, of vulnerability and strength and coping with really 
hard times.”

The Berkley Center continuted the conversation in the 
spring with an event on April 10 on “Race, Religion, 
and Black Lives Matter.” Continued on next page.

“This is the heart of the spiritual 
crisis of faith communities resisting 

racism; they have very little evidence 
that resisting racism actually makes 

your life better.”

– Marcia Chatelain at 
“Charlottesville and Beyond: 

Bending Toward Justice”
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Johnson moderated the event, which featured 
speakers Rev. Yolanda Pierce, activist and professor 
Jalane Schmidt, and Rev. Jim Wallis.

Pierce, who serves as dean of the Howard 
University School of Divinity, described how much 
tension exists between black churches and BLM, 
though she observed that there were exceptions to 
this pattern, such as in the protests that occurred 
after civil unrest in Ferguson, Missouri, in August 
2014. 

“It was actually churches that opened up their 
doors and allowed busloads of people to come and 
sleep as they were protesting,” Pierce said. 

In noting that the primary actors in the BLM were 
not religious leaders, Pierce raised the question of 
whether religious leaders were still necessary for the 
movement.

“I think the larger conversation has to do with 
whether or not we need religious bodies to be 
leaders and whether or not we’re still stuck on a 
model of religious leadership in which we expect 
a singular figure, like a pastor, to be on the front 
line,” Pierce said. 

BLM activist Schmidt concurred with Pierce that 
the nature of leadership structure in the movement 
presents a contrast that can be uncomfortable for 
advocates of the clergy-led Civil Rights Movement 
of the mid-twentieth century. 

Schmidt noted, “Black Lives Matter was founded 
by three queer black women. It’s explicitly rejecting 
this hetero-patriarchal model of black male 
preachers leading the charge and everyone filing in 
behind them.”

She also asserted that the tensions between the 
black church and a younger, less religious activist 
movement were partly generational.

The panel explored the motivations of this 
generation of activists, who, as Rev. Wallis of 
Sojourners observed, are much less likely to be 
religiously affiliated. Still, that does not necessarily 
mean they are irreligious. Pierce agreed that 
religious and moral principles still influence 
modern-day protest movements, even as society 
shifts away from religious institutions. 

“I’m encountering people—it’s not that they don’t 
believe in God—but they simply reject some of the 

hypocrisy that so many churches have embodied, and 
they’re trying to find a different way,” Pierce said.

Wallis reflected on the ways white Christian 
congregations fail to acknowledge the effects of 
racism. He noted that racism is rarely spoken of as a 
sin, despite its infringement upon human dignity. 

“We believe each human being is made in God’s 
image and likeness. Racial bigotry is a brutal denial 
of the image of God,” Wallis said. 

He commented that the discussion about race, 
religion, and racism needs to address systemic 
issues within religious organizations and society at 
large: 

“Until we see this as really something that has 
the soul of our nation and the integrity of our 
faith, we’re just having academic and political 
conversations.”

LEFT
Jalane Schmidt at 

“Race, Religion, 
and Black Lives 

Matter.”

RIGHT
Rabbi Rachel 

Gartner speaking 
at “Charlottesville 

and Beyond.”
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Yes, the past can shape the present. But we must never ignore how the present 
shapes the past. I’ve had more than a few conversations with Charlottesville 
residents where someone will object to removing the Lee statues because ‘you 
can’t change history.’  To remove the statues would be an erasure of history. 
They don’t see history as the negotiation in the present of a series of events that 
happened in the past, but as something simple, pure, unchanging.... There are 
good and bad ways of reconstructing the past. But no picture is ever complete; no 
one can ever tell the whole story. Even when we carefully interpret the sources, 
we have to choose what to include and what to exclude from our narrative; 
what to highlight and what to skim over.

Those of us in the activist community know that August 12 is just the most 
visible manifestation of white supremacy. The true struggle, the true war, 
is the ongoing white supremacy of every day: the 80 percent stop-and-frisk 
rate of African-Americans, even though we constitute only 19 percent of 
the population. Or the excess force that’s been used against black folks. Or 
gentrification that’s increasingly pushing black people outside town.... We need 
to organize against everyday white supremacy, which, to white folks, is not as 
apparent or obvious as a bunch of Klan members or Nazis gathering in our 
spaces. It’s the ongoing supremacy that needs confrontation with just as much 
vigor and vehemence as we met the Nazis within our park.

The context of the living gospel is a movement of liberation, liberation being, 
as Paulo Freire puts it, the process of becoming more fully human. A path of 
Christian discipleship, then, is coming to recognize and act out of our own 
humanity. A deepening spirituality is evidenced by learning to recognize and 
act out of our shared humanity and our radical interconnectedness with all 
people and creation. White supremacy is the opposite. It depends on us becoming 
less human and dehumanizing others, separating ourselves from others and 
reverting to tribalism. As the cornerstone of colonialism, white supremacy 
shapes our current globalized reality and its false spirituality of neoliberal 
capitalism. We understand our connections to one another not through 
humanity, but only through commerce, which spans the globe.

BERKLEY FORUM EXCERPTS:
FIRSTHAND REFLECTIONS ON CHARLOTTESVILLE

Karl Shuve

Jalane Schmidt

Tracy Howe 
Wispelwey



10     |    Berkley Center for Religion, Peace & World Affairs at Georgetown University

Reformation: 
Marking the 500-
Year Anniversary 
To mark the the 500-year anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation, the Berkley Center hosted and co-
sponsored a series of events. In cooperation with the 
Office of the President, the center welcomed Lutheran 
and Catholic scholars from around the world to a 
two-day conference at Georgetown in September 2017. 
Paricipants explored the Reformation’s lasting and global 
impact on history, theology, philosophy, and culture.

The schism from the Roman Catholic Church, initiated 
in sixteenth-century Europe by Martin Luther and 
his publication of the Ninety-Five Theses, was a major 

historic event, the consequences of which are still relevant 
in inter-Christian relations 500 years later, according to 
participating panelists.

Bishop Denis Madden from the Archdiocese of Baltimore 
opened the conference with a message of unity and 
healing.

“What unites us is far greater than what divides us,” he 
said, referring to the common faith in Christ and the 
gospels that overshadows lingering doctrinal differences 
between Catholics and Lutherans.

Despite the progress that has been made in ecumenical 
dialogue, participants said there are still persistent differences 
and misunderstandings between Catholics and Lutherans.

“Too often are we engaged in oppositional ecclesiologies,” 
said Susan K. Wood, professor of systematic theology 
at Marquette University. “Ecumenical unity is not 
uniformity. We keep our history and our differences, but 
we should be able to transcend them.”

10     |    Berkley Center for Religion, Peace & World Affairs at Georgetown University

Georgetown President John J. DeGioia 
welcomes guests and participants to 
“Lutherans and Catholics, Then and 
Now” in Dahlgren Chapel.
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ABOVE
Matthew Franck speaks at “Here I Stand: Conscience, 
Reformation, and Religious Freedom Across the Centuries” as 
Melissa Rogers and Robert Wilken listen on.

Presenters also highlighted the malleability of Luther’s image 
in historical discourse; he was viewed in different time 
periods as a champion of reason, modernity, autonomy, 
cultural unity, and even Marxism.

“People who make history have posthumous biographies,” 
Peter Neuner of the University of Munich said. “This fact 
is especially true of Luther. The images of Luther that 
were designed in the past 500 years show more about the 
philosophical and religious trends of the given time than 
about the reformer of Wittenberg.”

Through its Religious Freedom Research Project, the Berkley 
Center also hosted the daylong conference “Here I Stand: 
Conscience, Reformation, and Religious Freedom Across the 
Centuries.” At this symposium, scholars explored how the 
Reformation unleashed an intensified focus on freedom of 
conscience, fostering new notions of religious liberty as well as 
new frameworks for civic life.

In the spring, Professor William Schweiker of the University of 
Chicago gave the annual Berkley Lecture, which focused on how, if at 
all, the future might be better forged by drawing on resources of the 
divergent and conflicting sixteenth-century reformations.

Schweiker discussed the potential for a more viable and expansive 
religious future by exploring how the resources of the Protestant 
Reformation might continue to contribute to global flourishing. 

“Christian faith...is an affirmation of our humanity,” Schweiker 
added. “The synthesis of humanism and theocentrism has been 
found at various points in Christian history, but it is now under 
attack. And it is, I believe, what we can and must seek to reclaim in 
order to fashion a viable human future.”

Through the recovery of this understanding of Protestantism, he 
suggested that a more inclusive and just world may be formed.

“A future that can sustain human rights, freedom of religion, and 
democratic policy might be forged by drawing on the resources of 
the magisterial reformation,” he said.

William Schweiker discusses “The Future 
of Reformations Past” at the 2018 Berkley 
Lecture.

2018 ANNUAL BERKLEY LECTURE
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During the 2017-2018 academic year, Poet Laureate 
Tracy K. Smith, acclaimed poet Lawrence Joseph, 
and best-selling novelist Jonathan Franzen came to 
Georgetown to discuss their work with Elie.

Smith shared the ways in which poetry can teach 
Americans empathy and encourage deeper civic dialogue.

“What’s really interesting for me is to think about how 
those strong convictions that have to do with principle 
and feeling can live in a conversation about language, 
which is what I’ve been asked to foster,” Smith said.

Poetry is a perfect vehicle for promoting national 
conversations, she said, because it “tells us you have to 
talk but you also have to stop and listen and struggle 
with what you hear. And honesty, rather than elaborate 
obfuscation, is the currency of a poem.”

Joseph, who visited campus in February, discussed with 
Elie how his Catholic upbringing informs much of his 
imaginative work.

“If your imagination has a fundamental foundation 
in Catholicism, your sense of the world is very much 
affected by that,” explained Joseph, author of So Where 
Are We?, a collection of poems. “It’s a faith of language. 
It’s the Word made flesh.”

Franzen, who spoke with Elie in March, opened up about 
his complex relationship with religion.

“I had this singular experience of being in a Christian 
youth group for almost six years that I was intensely 
involved with, but I left it all behind when I came to 
literature,” recalled Franzen.

Later in life, especially in times of distress, Franzen 
found himself coming back to his faith.

“The worst year of my life was spent in Philadelphia, the 
city of brotherly love,” the author explained. “I started 
feeling hunger for religion in a way I hadn’t since my 
teenage years. I was really miserable and needed to find 
faith. I had to try to believe in something.”

Faith and Culture Lectures
In conjunction with the Office of the President, the Berkley Center supports this series, 
which invites contemporary writers into conversation with Senior Fellow Paul Elie to 
reflect on their work in the context of the engagement of faith with culture.  



ABOVE
Tracy K. Smith and Paul Elie discuss Smith’s work and 
role as poet laureate in Riggs Library (top); Lawrence 
Joseph discusses the role of his Catholic upbringing in 
his work (center); Jonathan Franzen signs books after 
his Faith and Culture conversation (bottom).

People who have the fundamental elements of life to 
be happy still somehow aren’t, and that’s what I’m 
trying to get at in my novels. If everyone is happy, 

there is no story.

There’s a paradox in autobiography within your 
novels, because once you get to the really personal, 

hot core, it’s similar to representations of God. 
It cannot be approached directly. So you end up 

pouring all of that emotional heat into images and 
symbols through different characters in your novel.

- Jonathan Franzen

What poems require you to do is slow down and 
look closely at something small, even if the poem is 
something huge, it’s looking at these small details 

and it felt like magic the way that these things could 
be transformed into other things. And I wanted to 
find ways of making the world that I knew, but was 

still sort of mystified by, better and clearer.

- Tracy K. Smith

“

“
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TOP LEFT
Kristina Stoeckl and José 
Casanova discuss the role of the 
Russian Orthodox Church in the 
globalization of the culture wars at 
the event “A Moralist International?” 

TOP RIGHT
Former U.S. senator George Mitchell 
speaks at “A Generation of Peace: 
Northern Ireland, Then and Now.”

BOTTOM LEFT
Karenna Gore discusses religion, 
climate change, and the work of the 
Union Theological Seminary’s Center 
for Earth Ethics.

C E N T E R  E V E N T S
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TOP LEFT
At a private lunch, Chaldean 

Catholic Archbishop Bashar Warda 
addresses the daunting challenges 

faced by Christians, Yazidis, Kakai, 
and Muslims in Iraq.

CENTER LEFT
Rev. Bill Lowrey and Joyce Dubensky 

respond to questions from the 
audience at “Peacemakers in Action: 

Why Partnerships with Religious 
Actors Are of Critical Importance.”

BELOW
David Hollenbach, S.J., introduces a 
panel of scholars and religious leaders 

at the “Share The Journey with 
Refugees and Migrants” event. 
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R E S E A R C H

Berkley Center Managing Director Michael Kessler and Berkley 
Center Research Fellow Amelia Uelmen have co-taught several 
courses that explore the major theories of the relationship 
between law and morality (including religious morality) and 
the way this relationship manifests in contemporary legal 
and political conflicts. By their very nature, these courses 
addressed deeply divisive political and moral issues and made 
students grapple with their own views and the often opposing 
views of their classmates. From the lessons they learned in the 
classroom, Kessler and Uelmen co-authored the book 5 Steps 
to Healing Polarization in the Classroom, which they sat down 
to discuss in more detail with center staff.

Healing 
Polarization in 
the Classroom

ABOVE
Georgetown University’s 

White-Gravenor Hall
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Healing 
Polarization in 
the Classroom

What prompted you to write this book? What were the 
realities you were facing in the classroom that made 
you think this was necessary?
The class we team teach engages students in reflecting about 
the complex and often intractable issues at the intersection of 
the law and the moral life. The issues inherently give rise to 
disagreement over fundamental principles and worldviews. 
When they are merged with contentious policy debates in a 
politically divisive atmosphere, we needed better pedagogical 
methods for letting students explore in good faith the moral 
and religious dimensions at root of the disagreements while 
not dismissing others at the start or coming to blows over 
the points of disagreement.

Without giving too much of the book away, what would 
you say is the key to fostering a productive environment 
for open discussion in the classroom?
The most important key is to help the students reflect 
before they speak. We ask them to write four-page essays or 
short reflections 24 hours prior to class, which help them 
to collect their thoughts without being overly concerned 
about how others will react. Second, we believe that when 
they walk into the conversation primed to appreciate 
potential conversational connections with their colleauges, 
they are more likely to step into even difficult areas of 
dialogue. For this reason, we draw out from their papers an 
agenda that highlights shared themes and questions, which 
we circulate prior to the discussion. We also limit the goal 
of the discussion. We are aiming to illuminate the sources 
of the disagreement and the logic inherent in different 
viewpoints around an issue. We are not trying to achieve 
(or force) consensus.

Do you have any hard and fast rules for what kinds of 
viewpoints or arguments are (not) acceptable within 
the confines of the classroom? 
Our aim is to create an enviorment where students can 
open out in a thoughtful way their reasons for their 
perspectives on law and policy. We suggest a comparative 
method through which we appreciate that arguments 
may also rest on vastly different worldviews that may not 
be easily reconciled. We have generally been fortunate 
that our students have not advocated positions hostile 
to other students’ safety and well-being. We realize that 
situations might arise when a speaker advocates for 
certain kinds of violence or for excluding certain persons 
from social discourse on the basis of their gender, race, 

creed, or ethnicity, among other factors. For example, 
we would allow reasonable disagreement and open 
conversation about conscientious accommodations in 
the realm of same-sex marriage, but would intervene 
to disallow statements that degrade or dehumanize 
homosexual persons.    

How have students in your courses responded to these 
methods?
Many students have shared with us that they are frustrated 
and easily bored when an “echo chamber” atmosphere 
suffocates classroom conversations that venture into areas 
of disagreement and strong difference. For this reason, they 
have expressed appreciation for an environment in which 
there is an opportunity for a deeper exchange. Some have 
developed lasting friendships with people they never would 
have encountered in their usual circle of friends because 
of their different viewpoints. For us, the clearest sign that 
we achieved deep engagement was that class discussions 
often continued among groups of students over lunch. 
Some students have also shared how the communication 
techniques we modeled in the classroom have improved 
their personal relationships, and even given them tools 
for reaching out across the differences that they have 
encountered at the Thanksgivng dinner table.

Do you think lessons from your small-scale classroom 
experiences are translatable to broader university 
contexts, especially when thinking about questions of 
free speech and open dialogue on campus?
We believe that the exercises and habits that the book 
aims to cultivate could inform conversations in a variety of 
settings. For example, in many settings it would be helpful 
to turn to the person next to you to ask, “What is at stake 
for you in this conversation?” Asking this question with an 
open heart and mind can do much to humanize those with 
opposing viewpoints in an otherwise tense conversation or 
situation, and could go a long way in improving conditions 
for thoughtful and respectful exchange. We are not 
advocating for an “anything goes” model where everything 
is unimpeachable and beyond critique. Students have to 
recognize that they are surrounded by others with different 
ideas, beliefs, and ways of hanging everything together 
coherently. Teachers should, we believe, not be making 
disciples and stifling dissent through ostracization; rather 
careful, patient engagement and dialogue is what we take 
to be the heart of the academic enterprise. That attitude 
and goal is scalable anywhere.
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Political Islam is defined and understood in a diverse 
variety of ways in the scholarly world. There is one thread 
of scholarship on Islamic political parties: How they 
emerge, how they negotiate during elections, what the 
role of Islamic clothing in their platform is, what kind 
of tolerance they have vis-à-vis election results if they 
don’t win. The other thread is more recent and has to do 
with radical or political violence at the international level 
through groups like Al-Qaeda or ISIS. This strand of 
thought looks at everything from Erdogan in Turkey to 
the Muslim Brothers in Jordan to Baghdadi in Syria and 
asks: Is this really Islam, or is it only politics? 

Scholars of Islam tend to take the first question seriously, 
but they look at the Islamic tradition as a sort of 

continuity, from medieval times until now, to explain 
how much or how little of ISIS is actually Islamic. 
Political scientists tend to dismiss the question altogether, 
saying that there is nothing Islamic about ISIS because 
it is all about political power and control of populations. 
That is the kind of diversity on this topic that at some 
point becomes a cacophony, until we do not know 
anymore what we are talking about.

My book looks at the historical evolution of political 
Islam. The main point is that we have to consider the 
creation of the nation-state in Muslim countries as the 
starting point of a discussion about being a member of 
a political community in relation to being a member of 
the Islamic tradition. Before the nation-state, Muslims 

What Is Political Islam?
In early 2018, Senior Fellow Jocelyne Cesari published her latest book, What Is Political 
Islam?, with Lynne Rienner Publishers. Here she offers a glimpse into the existing 
debate around the titular question and explains her approach to this issue.
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were living in empires called caliphates, and these empires 
were multireligious, multilinguistic, and multiethnic. The 
ummah today is defined as a community of all Muslim 
believers, while in history until the end of the Ottoman 
Empire, it referred to the totality of territories under 
the control of the caliph. Those local communities were 
diverse and included Jews, Christians, and Baha’is. 

This kind of plurality was challenged by the concept 
of nation. That is what you see emerging at the end of 
the nineteenth century, at the time of the decline of the 
Ottoman Empire. A whole new set of questions arose: 
What is it to be Muslim? What is it to be Ottoman? Can 
I be both Christian and Ottoman? 

I think this is something that has been lost in any 
discussion we are having on political Islam because 
we assume that the national unit is natural. It was not 
natural. Once the elite of the Ottoman Empire, for 
example, got in contact with European political powers, 
they started discussing the legitimacy of nations. This is 
where you see a connection emerging that did not exist 
before between being a member of a nation and being a 
member of the Islamic tradition. 

As a case in point, Kemal Ataturk, with the agreement 
of the international community, defined a space that he 
called Turkey with Turkish as the language and Islam as 
the religion. The legal and political legitimacy of diverse 
actors there just disappeared. If I was an Alevi in Turkey, 
I no longer existed religiously. If I was a Kurd, same 
thing. This is what the nation does. The nation was a 
homogenization process that was used by the secular elite 
to create a monist form of Islam that did not exist before. 
This phenomenon is what I explore in my book, and it is 
ultimately what I define as political Islam. 

SELECT BERKLEY CENTER 
SCHOLAR PUBLICATIONS

Islam, Gender, and Democracy 
in Comparative Perspective

Jocelyne Cesari and José Casanova, 
with a chapter by Katherine Marshall

Oxford University Press, 2017

God’s Creativity and Human Action: Christian 
and Muslim Perspectives

Linda Mosher and David Marshall
Georgetown University Press, 2017

Hope in the Ecumenical Future
Chapter: “Pope Francis and Hope in the 

Ecumenical Future: A Papacy of Encounter” 
Gerard Mannion

Palgrave Macmillan, 2017

Homo Religiosus? Exploring the Roots of Religion 
and Religious Freedom in Human Experience

Timothy Shah and Jack Friedman
Cambridge University Press, 2018

Faith-Based Organizations and Social Welfare: 
Associational Life and Religion in Contemporary 

Western Europe
Paul Manuel

Palgrave Macmillan, 2018

Under Caesar’s Sword: How Christians Respond 
to Persecution

Daniel Philpott and Timothy Shah
Cambridge University Press, 2018

Monotheism and Its Complexities: Christian and 
Muslim Perspectives

Lucinda Mosher and David Marshall
Georgetown University Press, 2018
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Nigeria’s complex religious landscape is intricately 
involved in wide-ranging issues for development and 
peace, yet views on how and why are sharply polarized. 
With a population roughly equally divided between 
Muslims and Christians, religious engagement in 
development has consciously focused on interfaith 
approaches and strategies to address underlying tensions. 

In May, the Berkley Center and the World Faiths 
Development Dialogue (WFDD) issued the report 
“Faith and Development in Focus: Nigeria” to capture 

the extensive research and fieldwork of Marshall and her 
team. The key development issues that emerged for which 
religious matters and actors have special importance 
included poverty, health, women’s rights, corruption, 
education, and peacebuilding. 

The research and exploration of faith engagement in 
development issues found that a deep understanding of 
religious dimensions as they affect policies and programs 
should be a key analytical element for both Nigerian 
development actors and their partners. 

Faith and Development 
in Focus: Nigeria
Senior Fellow Katherine Marshall, who has been mapping the activities of faith-
inspired development organizations across countries for nearly a decade, has most 
recently conducted mapping efforts in Nigeria.

I would be less than candid if I did not report a degree of consternation among those serious about their Catholic 
faith that they have not yet received clearer guidance on how to address their civic and professional obligations with 
respect to nuclear weapons in light of the Church’s current teaching condemning “the possession and threat to use 
nuclear weapons.” 

For their part, at this point, when many bishops hesitate to give a blanket answer to that question, they are 
prudently exercising their pastoral office until they have greater clarity about the issues involved.... To offer clearer 
moral advice, the pastors of the Church need to build consensus in the Church, wait for it to gather into a settled 
judgment on the part of moral theologians and bishops, and into a firm conviction in faith among the people of 
God…. [N]ot just ephemeral public opinion but the more mature public judgment can move in the direction of 
Church teaching where there is wide and full engagement on the part of the faithful.

“The Church Says ‘No’ to Nuclear Weapons: Pastoral and Moral Implications”
Drew Christiansen, S.J. - La Civiltà Cattolica | May 14, 2018
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GERARD MANNION
Senior Research Fel low

Together with colleagues across the university, Gerard 
Mannion has helped organize a series of events and 
gatherings focused on global Irish studies. Notably, on 
April 18, 2018, he helped convene the conference “A 
Generation of Peace: Northern Ireland, Then and Now.” 
Participants, including former members of Congress, 
recounted the events that led to the Good Friday Agreement 
and discussed the prospects and challenges for the future 
of Ireland. Mannion also published a chapter on “Pope 
Francis and Hope in the Ecumenical Future: A Papacy of 
Encounter” in Hope in the Ecumenical Future (2017).

JOSÉ CASANOVA 
Senior Fel low 

In addition to offering several keynote addresses, including 
the 2018 Cadbury Lectures, Casanova authored a chapter in 
the collection David Martin’s Sociology of Religion, offering 
a critique of Martin’s sociology of religion as it pertains 
to religious demographic changes in Latin America. 
Contrary to Martin’s approach, in the chapter Casanova 
highlights the importance of parallel and mutually 
reinforcing Catholic and Pentecostal reformations in 
Latin America. Casanova is currently working on a larger 
project on Catholicism and Globalization that looks at 
major developments in Catholicism in Latin America, as 
well as in Africa and the Asia-Pacific region.

DAVID HOLLENBACH, S.J.
Senior Fel low

David Hollenbach, S.J., continued his decades-long 
work on ethics and human rights through public lectures, 
publications, and teaching. He taught the Religion, 
Ethics, and World Affairs capstone course, which focused 
on religious and political actors in the refugee crisis and 
other humanitarian issues. Hollenbach also published 
an article in La Civiltà Cattolica titled “Dialogue 
and Proclamation in Catholic Universities,” which 
discussed how the role of dialogue in promoting greater 
appreciation of the Christian faith has implications for 
the curricula, research, and other programs of Catholic 
universities today.
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Over the past decade the Berkley Center has hosted 
a postdoctoral fellowship that brings talented young 
scholars of religion in China to Georgetown for 
extended stays. The fellows have spent a semester or 
more at the center conducting research, interacting 
with Georgetown students and faculty, and developing 
bilingual resources on religion and China. The nine 
fellows who have participated in the program, experts in 
the fields of theology, religious studies, history, sociology, 
anthropology, and international affairs, have continued 
their careers across a range of Chinese academic 
institutions.

The last in this series of postdoctoral fellows, Dr. Ma 
Huijuan, spent the 2017-2018 academic year at the 
Berkley Center. Dr. Ma, who received her Ph.D. from 

the Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2017, studies 
the modern development of Chinese popular religion. 
Her anthropological research has focused on Mazu beliefs 
in the context of globalization, the cultural identity of 
Chinese indigenous societies, and rural communities and 
ritual transformation. 

In May 2018, Dr. Ma presented the research she 
conducted for a forthcoming Berkley Center sourcebook 
on the multilayered religious landscape in China. Ma 
provided an introduction to religion in China and then 
described her anthropological research on the Temple 
Islands as a specific illustration of this complex religious 
landscape.

Advancing Religious Studies 
in China
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ABOVE
Ma Huijuan fields questions at her research talk, “The 
Temple Islands: A Window Into China’s Religious 
Landscape.”

Since 2015, the Berkley Center’s Religious Freedom Research 
Project has awarded four to six stipends each summer to 
students pursuing dissertation research on the sources, 
development, and impact of religious freedom in history and 
the present day. The 2018 cohort comprised the following 
students:

• Margot Dazey, University of Cambridge 
• Lulie El-Ashry, Harvard University
• Erik Nordbye, Harvard University
• Alyssa Penick, University of Michigan 
• Aditi Rajeev Shirodkar, University of Chicago
• Mark Storslee, University of Virginia

Topics included First Amendment freedoms of speech, 
association, and religion; Islam’s historical and contemporary 
presence in the West through the lens of Sufism in Europe; 
the relationship between church and state and the meaning of 
religious freedom during the era of the American founding; 
and the politics of conversion.
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LEADERSHIP

Shaun Casey, Director
Michael Kessler, Managing Director

SENIOR FELLOWS

Thomas Banchoff
José Casanova 
Jocelyne Cesari

Paul Elie
Thomas Farr

David Hollenbach
Katherine Marshall 

SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOWS

Drew Christiansen 
E.J. Dionne, Jr.
Peter Mandaville
Gerard Mannion
David Marshall 
Timothy Shah

DISTINGUISHED FELLOW

Jane McAuliffe

FACULTY FELLOWS

Marjorie Mandelstam Balzer 
Erin Cline 

Terrence L. Johnson 
John Langan 

Fathali Moghaddam 
Lise Morje Howard 

Jonathan Ray

BERKLEY CENTER 
FACULTY & AFFILIATES

RESEARCH FELLOWS

 Jerome Copulsky | Julio Giulietti | David Little 
Paul Manuel | Irina Papkova | Eric Patterson 

Margaret Paxson | Raza Rumi | Angela Senander 
Asma Uddin | Amelia Uelmen | Jim Wallis

Doctoral Fellows 
Program
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U N D E R G R A D U AT E  P R O G R A M S

Each year, the Doyle Engaging Difference Program supports Doyle Seminars, 
Doyle Undergraduate Fellows, and the annual Doyle Symposium, all of which aim 
to strengthen Georgetown’s core commitment to tolerance and diversity and to 
enhance global awareness of the challenges and opportunities of an era of increasing 
interconnectedness.

During the 2017-2018 academic year, the Berkley 
Center supported a total of eight Doyle Seminars, 
which are upper-level classes that foster deepened 
student learning about diversity and difference through 
research and dialogue. Course topics included gender 
and law, artistic depictions of race, free speech in the 
United States, and race and politics.

Doyle Seminar student Maya Silardi (C‘21), who was 
enrolled in Race and Politics with Dr. Corey D. Fields, 
enjoyed the nonconventional approach of the course. 
“The seminar structure of the class was incredibly 
engaging. Delving into topics meant moving beyond 
simple lecture and rather opening up a dialogue between 
students and the professor. The material was stimulating, 
challenging, and offered a nontraditional approach to 
a topic—race and politics—that can feel exhausted at a 
primarily social science-oriented university. This Doyle 
Seminar actively made me reconstruct my notions of 
the world and, most importantly, catered to the love for 
learning I believe can get lost with high-stress tests and 
busy work,” she said.

Doyle Engaging Difference 
Program 

The Berkley Center also sponsored nine students 
as Doyle undergraduate fellows. Through research, 
outreach, and regular group discussion, students 
explored the significance of interreligious dialogue in 
justice and peacemaking. The fellows wrote in-depth 
blogs and interviewed social justice activists to explore 
how interreligious dialogue methods and strategies 
can build relationships, strengthen communities, and 
impact public policy.

On March 16, 2018, the center, together with its Doyle 
Engaging Difference Program partner, the Center for 
New Designs in Learning and Scholarship, hosted the 
2018 Doyle Symposium, “Teaching and Learning for 
Reconciliation.” Participants addressed the university’s 
reconciliation efforts related to its history with slavery 
and discussed various approaches to confronting 
ongoing forms of racism, xenophobia, sexism, and other 
forms of gender discrimination that persist around the 
globe. Speakers included Georgetown’s Deirdre Jonese 
Austin (SFS’19), Rev. Ludovic Lado, S.J., and Andrew 
Walker (SFS’16), as well as Dr. Cheryl Suzack of the 
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University of Toronto. Berkley Center Faculty 
Fellow Majorie Mandelstam Balzer moderated 
the conversation.

The process of reconciliation was described in 
various ways, from “recreating relationships 
between God and oneself, and then within 
oneself ” by Austin to “repairing and restoring 
broken human relationships” by Rev. Lado. All 
panelists praised Georgetown’s reconciliation 
efforts across issues like gender equality and its 
history with slavery, but agreed that there was 
still much more to be done to advance forms of 
justice across campus. 

JUNIOR YEAR ABROAD 
NETWORK (JYAN)

Through JYAN, the Berkley Center encourages 
students to reflect on religion, culture, politics, 
and society in their host countries during their 
time abroad. In 2017-2018, students blogged 
from a variety of countries, including Jordan, 
Israel, Costa Rica, Japan, Rwanda, and Ireland. 
They witnessed protests and political elections 
and reflected on issues of identity, secularism, 
nationalism, spirituality, and religious expression. 
In total 26 students participanted in the program 
this year. Since JYAN’s inception, 580 students 
have participated, writing from 55 countries 
across six continents.

EDUCATION AND SOCIAL 
JUSTICE PROJECT (ESJ)

ESJ, which is sponsored jointly by the Berkley 
Center and the Center for Social Justice Research, 

Teaching and Service, builds knowledge about the 
connections between global challenges of poverty 
and education. Each summer, selected students 
travel abroad to conduct in-depth examinations of 
innovative educational initiatives, with a focus on 
the work of Jesuit secondary and postsecondary 
institutions. 

During summer 2017, ESJ sponsored four 
students to conduct research. Anastasia Sendoun 
(C’18) spent three weeks conducting research at 
Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU) in Lviv, 
Ukraine. Sendoun’s research examined gaps in 
Ukraine’s higher education system and sought to 

identify the specific strategies used by UCU to 
address those gaps. 

Mary Breen (SFS’19) conducted research in 
the northern border area between Haiti and 
the Dominican Republic, primarily in the 
Dominican city of Dajabón. Breen learned about 
the complex border dynamic and observed how 
the comprehensive and interconnected nature 
of Jesuit education effectively fits the needs and 
circumstances of border populations.

Nicholas Na (SFS’18) researched the challenges 
and opportunities First Nations students face 
in elite institutions in Australia and how one 
institution—St. Ignatius’ College, Riverview—
is addressing this issue. Harshita Nadimpalli 
(SFS’18) spent three weeks in Mozambique at St. 
Ignatius Loyola Secondary School to understand 
how the institution addresses the lingering 
challenges caused by years of protracted conflict in 
the region.

LEFT
Deirdre Jonese 
Austin (SFS’19) 
offers insights 
from a student 
perspective at 
the 2018 Doyle 
Symposium.

RIGHT
JYAN blogger 
Brittany Fried 
(SFS’19) learns 
from the women of 
Nyamata Weaving 
Cooperation in 
Rwanda.



26     |    Berkley Center for Religion, Peace & World Affairs at Georgetown University

The Religion, Ethics, and World Affairs 
Program 
The Religion, Ethics, and World Affairs (REWA) 
program, which is administered through the Berkley 
Center, offers a certificate for Georgetown undergraduate 
students in the Walsh School of Foreign Service and a 
minor for undergraduate students in the College. The 
certificate offers students the opportunity to reflect on 
faith and values across three thematic areas, including 
international affairs, politics, history, and culture. 
Students take five electives and a capstone seminar to 
foster engagement on salient issues at the intersection of 
religion, ethics, and world affairs.

This year the REWA capstone had two sections. The 
first section, taught by Rev. Drew Christiansen, S.J., 

engaged the ethical dimensions of war and peace and 
the impact of globalization on international politics. The 
second section, taught by Rev. David Hollenbach, S.J., 
focused on religious and political actors in the refugee 
and humanitarian crisis. Students explored the political, 
ethical, and religious frameworks that inform democracy, 
peace, economic justice, and stability. Course readings 
encouraged students to reflect critically on religion and 
peacebuilding, refugee and immigration policies, and 
the global dimensions of religion and ethics. At the end 
of the year, graduating seniors shared their research at a 
poster session.
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ABOVE
Harshita Nadimpalli’s (SFS’18) explains her REWA 
capstone project, “Understanding Dynamics of Islam 
and Religious Freedom in West Africa: Senegal,” to 
Rev. David Hollenbach, S.J.

LEFT
Nick Zeffiro (SFS’18) explains his REWA project to 
Berkley Center Director of Events Carly Henry.

BERKLEY CENTER STUDENT 
WORKERS

Deirdre Austin (SFS’19)
Sarah Baron (SFS’20)
Baasit Bhutta (C’18)
Luke Brown (G’18)

Husanjot Chahal (G’19)
Shalina Chatlani (G’18)
Madelyn Coles (C’19)
Michele Dale (SFS’19)

Theodore Dedon (G’20)
Francesca Drumm (SFS’21)

Hunter Estes (SFS’19)
Tamara Evdokimova (SFS’19)

Xinyu Fan (G’18)
Alexander Feltes (C’18)

Julia Friedmann (SFS’19)
Kathleen Guan (SFS’18)
Casey Hammond (C’20)

Margaret Hodson (SFS’20)
Amanda Hu (SFS’20)
Eliane Lakam (C’18)
Erica Lizza (SFS’19)

Vera Mastrorilli (C’19)
Micah Musser (C’19)
Clark Orr (SFS’18)
Shilpa Rao (SFS’20)

Madhavi Reddi (G’18)
Sarah Sampei (SFS’18)

Nicholas Scrimenti (C’18)
Brody Sloan (SFS’19)

May Teng (C’20)
Erin Torbett (G’19)
Olivia Vita (C’19)

Andrew Wallender (C’18)
Xuebei Zhao (G’18)
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“The REWA program allowed me to 
expand upon my business major beyond 
just practicalities and into the realm of 
religion, ethics, and the hand they play 
in global economies. My senior capstone 
project on faith-based responses to the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic has inspired me 
to volunteer my free-time to the AIDS 
Project Los Angeles (APLA) next year. I 
was consistently surprised and encouraged 
to learn about how religions are driving 
positive impact on many global issues, 
whether that is climate change, economic 
injustice, or disease prevention.”

– Nick Zeffiro (SFS’18)
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TOP LEFT
Eihei-Ji, a Japanese monastery and 
one of the two head temples of the 
Soto Sect of Zen Buddhism. Photo by 
JYAN blogger Benjamin Liu (C’19).

TOP RIGHT
JYAN blogger Hannan Ahmed 
(SFS’19) visits a greenhouse during 
her time studying abroad in Jordan.

BOTTOM LEFT
In Saint Petersburg, Russia, locals 
marvel at a giant female straw figure, 
symbolic of the traditional Slavic 
Maslenitsa celebration. Photo by 
JYAN blogger Natalia Bertuol (C’19).
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TOP LEFT
Graffiti in Lviv honoring the first 100 

protesters killed in the Euromaidan 
protests, who are known as the 

“Heavenly Hundred.” Photo by ESJ 
participant Anastasia Sendoun (C’18).

CENTER LEFT
Students look through Berkley Center 
materials at the center’s annual open 

house and information session.

BELOW
The binational market between the

Dominican Republic and Haiti when 
the border patrol opens the gate to 
thousands of Haitian vendors and 

customers. Photo by ESJ participant 
Mary Breen (SFS’19).   
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O N L I N E  O U T R E A C H

In addition to updated visuals, the new website organizes 
content according to key topic areas and geographical 
regions, as well as by audience.

“We wanted to design a site with users in mind,” said 
Communications Manager Claudia Winkler. “If you 
work in development, you should be one click away from 
all of our materials on development. If you work on the 
MENA region, same thing,” she continued.

The site also features advanced search functionality, 
allowing users to drill down within topics to subtopics 
and to search by keyword, person, country, and so forth. 

“The ultimate goal is for people to come to our website 
and immediately find what they are looking for, with our 
most current and relevant materials front and center,” 
said Winkler. “We think our new design brings us much 
closer to that goal than we’ve ever been before.”

Berkley Center Launches 
New Website
In summer 2018 after a full year of planning, development, and implementation, the 
center launched its new website. The site is designed to give users easier access to 
center content.

Forged out of the crucible of its own formative experience with religious persecution, the United States developed a 
powerful constitutional and cultural tradition of generously protecting religious exercise…. That heritage is fraying…. 
From the secular left we see religious conscience rights treated as trivial or a cover for odious discrimination…. 
From the right we see an even more alarming trend–the rise of a “blood and soil” ethno-tribalism that challenges 
the proposition that American citizenship, equally by birth or adoption, is open to all on the basis of a shared creed 
embodied in the Declaration of Independence and the First Amendment…. Similarly, President Donald Trump’s 
grim, zero-sum view of the world and his “America first” isolationism represent an abandonment of the idea of 
enlightened national leadership upholding universal salvific norms. 
                                                                                        . . .
Happily, the potential for enduring leadership on religious freedom does not rest on a particular leader or policy, but 
on the legacy of the American religious heritage. Perhaps the best thing we can do to ensure this leadership in the 
future is to revive and strengthen legal and cultural norms at home that will nurture vibrant religious civil society, the 
fertile soil from which future enlightened leaders will arise.

“American Leadership on Global Religious Freedom: Taking the Long View”
Allen Hertzke | October 27, 2017 | Berkley Forum
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On the Forum
The Berkley Forum offers an online space for rigorous 
debate on critical issues of the day at the intersection 
of religion, law, ethics, and world affairs. Topics and 
responses from 2017 and 2018 include:

PERSPECTIVES ON HEALTHCARE AND THE PRO-
LIFE MOVEMENT
July 2017

FRANCIS IN COLOMBIA: RECONCILIATION BEYOND 
THE PEACE AGREEMENT
September 2017

RELIGION AND THE PERSECUTION OF ROHINGYA 
MUSLIMS
October 2017

CONSCIENCE, REFORMATION, AND RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM ACROSS THE CENTURIES
October 2017

UNDERSTANDING MASTERPIECE CAKESHOP, LTD. V. 
COLORADO CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION
December 2017

REFORM IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
December 2017

JERUSALEM AS ISRAEL’S CAPITAL: SMART POLITICS 
OR PROVOCATION?
December 2017

ROE V. WADE, RELIGION, AND ELECTORAL POLITICS
January 2018

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM FOR HEALTHCARE 
PRACTITIONERS
March 2018

THE FUTURE OF THE GOOD FRIDAY AGREEMENT
April 2018

TRUMP V. HAWAII: CONSTITUTIONAL, MORAL, AND 
ETHICAL DIMENSIONS
May 2018

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR 
PROGRAMS

Melody Fox Ahmed

PROJECT ASSOCIATE

Nicholas Fedyk

DIRECTOR OF EVENTS 

Carly Henry

PROGRAM ASSOCIATE

Nicholas Impson 

SENIOR BUSINESS OFFICER

J. Randolph Pelzer

SOFTWARE DEVELOPER

William Portillo

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW

Sara Singha

MULTIMEDIA PRODUCTION 
SPECIALIST

Shimeng Tong

SENIOR WEB EDITOR AND 
DATABASE MANAGER

Amy Vander Vliet

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

Claudia Winkler

BERKLEY CENTER 
STAFF
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