
ORDINANCES

OF THE

CORPORATION OF GEORGETOWN,

WITH A

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

PRINTED BY ORDER OF THE CORPORATION.

GEORGETOWN :
PRINTED BY JOHN T. CROW &. CO-

1842.





ORDINANCES, &.C.,

OF THE

CORPORATION OF GEORGETOWN.

AN ORDINANCE for diminishing the expenses of the 
Night Watch.

Approved 1st of August, 1840.

Be it Ordained by the Board of Aidermen and Board of 
Common Council of Georgetown, That the sum hereafter 

applicable to the payment of the Night Watch shall not 
exceed the rate of five hundred dollars a year, and that the 
Mayor graduate the number and compensation of the Watch 
in conformity herewith.

AN ORDINANCE for disposing of the Farmers and Me
chanics’ Bank Stock to aid in erecting the Little Falla 
Bridge.

Approved 1st of August, 1840;

Be it Ordained by the Board of Aldermen and Board 
of Common Council of Georgetown, That the Stock held 
by this Corpoiation in the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank 
be sold, and the money arising therefrom applied exclu
sively to the erection of the said Bridge—that the Clerk of 
the Corporation, as soon as conveniently may be, offer 
the said Stock for sale, and report to the Corporation 
’he terms on which he may be able to effect a sale thereof.
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A RESOLUTION making an Appropriation for Repairing 
the Free Turnpike Road.

Approved 1st of August, 1840.

Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, or as much thereof as 
may be necessary, be, and the same is hereby appropriated, 
to be expended under the direction of the Mayor, in repair
ing the damages done to the Free Turnpike Road by the late 
rains.

AN ORDINANCE for the repair of the Road near the Little 
Falls.

Approved 22d of August, 1840.

Be it Ordained by the Board of Aidermen and Board of 
Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That 
the Mayor be, and he is hereby authorized to cause the 
Road on the west side of the river, near the Little Falls, to be 
repaired, and that a sum not exceeding twenty dollars be paid 
to his order for that purpose, out of any money in the trea
sury not otherwise appropriated.

A RESOLUTION authorizing the Trustees of the Poor to 
purchase Fuel for the Poor House establishment.

Approved 22d of August, 1840.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
Trustees of the Poor be, and they are hereby authorized to 
purchase a sufficient quantity of fuel for the Poor House for 
the ensuing winter—and that the sum of two hundred and 
twenty-five dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, 
to be paid by the Clerk to the order of the Trustees of the
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Poor out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap
propriated.

A RESOLUTION in favor of Mathias Duffey.

Approved 22d August, 1840.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That for 
compensating Matthias Duffey for superintending the building 
of the Little Falls Bridge, the Clerk of the Corporation be, 
and he is hereby directed, to pay to the order of Matthias 
Duffey, at the rate of four dollars for every day he shall be so 
employed as aforesaid, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, the time to be ascertained by his 
affidavit.

A RESOLUTION granting certain permission to Major L. 
Whiting.

Approved 22d of August. 1840.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board, of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That per
mission be and is hereby given to Major L. Whiting, of the 
United States Army, to make such discharges of “ Colt’s fire 
arms” as may be necessary to their trial, within the vacant 
premises between Dean’s Rope Walk and the African meeting 
house, any law forbidding the dischaige of fire-arms within 
the limits of the Corporation to the contrary notwithstand
ing—this permission being granted upon condition that all 
such trials shall be made under the immediate control and 
presence of Major Whiting, and in a way that shall not en
danger the public safety.
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A RESOLUTION instructing the Clerk in iegard to th« 
payment of interest and other demands against the Corpo
ration.

Approved 29th of August, 1840.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com-' 
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That theClerk 
of this Corporation be and he is hereby directed to retain in 
his hands a sufficient amount of money, so as at all times to 
be prepared to pay punctually the interest on the public debt, 
in preference to any other claims whatsoever—and that for 
all other demands upon the Corporation he be authorized to 
accept orders payable with interest upon him for the same, in 
sums at the pleasure of the party entitled to such demands— 
which orders shall at all times be receivable in payment of the 
public dues.

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the borrowing of money to 
complete the erection of the Little Falls Bridge.

Approved 12th of September, 1840.

Be it Ordained by the Board of Aidermen and Board oj 
Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That to 
defray the expense of erecting the Little Falls Bridge the 
Clerk be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to issue 
Scrip Certificates of Stock of the Corporation in the usual 
form, to an amount not exceeding seven thousand three hun
dred dollars, in addition to the sum authorized by the Ordi
nance of the 18th July last, in suras not less than one hun
dred dollars for each certificate, bearing interest at the rate of 
six per cent, per annum, payable quarterly, and redeemable at 
the pleasure of the Corporation, and to sell the same as want
ed, on the most advantageous terms, at a rate not less than 
ninety-five per cent., and the proceeds to pay out from time to 
time pursuant to the contract for erecting said bridge.
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A RESOLUTION making an appropriation to pay for tha 
publication of the Proceedings and Laws of the Corpora
tion.

Approved 12th of September, 1840.

Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of GeorgetownfThrt for pub
lishing in the Georgetown Advocate for one year, the proceed
ings, laws, advertisements, and such documents as from time 
to time may be ordered by the Corporation to be published, 
as also the usual notices of elections, advertisements, notices, 
&e. by the Mayor, the sum of three hundred and twenty-five 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, and the Clerk 
is hereby directed to pay the same to the editor or proprietor 
of the said Georgetown Advocate in quarterly payments, com
mencing from the 1st day of July, 1840.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation for the support 
of the Poors House Establishment for the second quarter 
of 1840.

Approved 12th September, 1840.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
sum of four hundred and thirty-one dollars and seventy-three 
cents be, and the same is hereby appropiiated to meet the 
expenses of the Poors House Establishment for the quartet 
ending the 30th June, 1840, and that the Clerk of the Corpo
ration pay the same to the order of a majority of the Trustees 
of the Poor.

AN ORDINANCE Licensing and Regulating Billiard Tables, 
Nine and Ten Pin Alleys and thuffle Boards, within the 
limits of this Corporation.

Approved 3d of October, 1810.

Be it ordained, by the Board of Aidermen and Board of 
Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, J hat 
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from and after the passage of this Ordinance it shall not be 
lawful for any person or persons to set up, keep, maintain, 
hire, or use for public amusement, within the limits of this 
Corporation, any billiard table, or any nine or ten pin alley, 
or device or structure, in or upon which one or more pins 
are set up, for the purpose of casting, throwing, pushing, or 
rolling, against such pin or pins, one or more balls or other 
missilies, unless he, she or they, shall obtain annually from 
the Clerk of the Corporation a license for such billiard table, 
alley, device or structure, in the manner and upon the terms 
hereinafter prescribed.

Sec. 2. That there shall be annually paid for each license 
for each and every such billiard table, alley, device or struc
ture, which is or may be set up, kept, maintained, hired, or 
used for public amusement, within the limits of this Corpora
tion, the sum of two hundred dollars.

Sec. 3. That if any proprietor or proprietors of any such 
alley, device, or structure shall suffer or allow any person or 
persons to play after six o’clock at night, he, she, or they, as 
the case may be, shall forfeit and pay ten dollars, for each and 
every such offence.

Sec. 4. That if any person or persons shall set up, keep, 
maintain, hire, or use for public amusement, within the limits 
of this Corporation, any billiard table or any nine or ten pin 
alley, or any device or structure, in or upon which one or 
more pins are set up, for the purpose of casting, throwing, 
pushing or rolling against such pin or pins, one or more balls 
or other missiles, without having obtained a license therefor, 
in the manner prescribed by this ordinance, such person or 
persons shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty dollars, for 
each and every day such person or persons may so offend.

Sec. 5. That it shall not be lawful for any person or per
sons to keep a shuffle board or boards, within the limits of 
this Corporation, unless he, she, or they shall first obtain from 
the Clerk a license therefor ; and for every such license there 
shall be paid the sum of one hundred dollars ; and that if any 
person or persons shall keep a shuffle board or boards, jo 
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violation of this ordinance, such person or persons shall for
feit and pay the sum of twenty dollars for each and every
day so offending.

A RESOLUTION making a further appropriation for certain 
purposes.

Approved 6ib October, IS 10.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common. 
Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That in addition 
to the sums heretofore appropriated, there be, and is hereby 
appropriated, the further sum of one hundred and fifty dollars 
for purchasing fuel, lights, and stationery for the use o( the 
Corporation, and of other articles required by either board— 
to be expended by the Clerk of the Corporation, and paid out 
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation to pay for the 
Printing of an Index of certain Laws.

Approved 6th October, 1840.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
Clerk be, and he is hereby, authorized to have one hundred 
copies of the Index of the Laws of the Corpoiation printed, 
and that he pay for the same, provided the expense will not 
exceed ten dollars, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated.

A RESOLUTION for the sale of the Bank stock held by 
this Corporation.

Ap[ roved October 6th, 1840.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, I hat the Clerk 
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be, and he is hereby, authorized to make sale of ten thousand 
dollais par value of the stock of the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ 
Bank of Georgetown, held by this Corporation, in lots to suit 
purchasers, at a rate not less than seventy-five per cent, of the 
par thereof, and that the proceeds be held exclusively subject 
to the order of the Commissioners for rebuilding the bridge 
across the Potomac at the Little Falls, on account of said work.

AN ORDINANCE for diminishing the expenses of the Poor’s 
House.

Approved 10th of October, 1840.

Be it Ordained by the Board of Aldermen and Board of 
Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That 
so much of the act for regulating the Poor’s House as has 
been construed to authorize the admission therein of disor
derly persons, be, and the same is hereby, repealed, and that 
henceforth no such persons be sent to that establishment.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation to meet the ex
penses of the Poor's House Establishment for the 3d quar
ter of 1840.

Approved 10th of October. 1840.

Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Com- 
m'n Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
sum of three hundred and seventy-eight dollars and eighty- 
five cents be,and the same is hereby appropriated, to meet the 
expenses of the Poor’s House Establishment for the quarter 
ending the 30th of September, 1S40, and that the same be 
paid to the order of a minority of the Board of Trustees of 
the Poor.
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AN ORDINANCE for compensating the assessors for their 
services.

Approved 24th of October, 1840.

Be it ordained, by the Board of Aldermen and Board of 
Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That 
the assessors recently appointed to make a new assessment of 
all the real and personal properly within the limits of this 
Corporation for the year 1840, be allowed for their joint ser
vices in making said assessment and the return thereof, the 
sum of three hundred dollars: to be paid by the Clerk of the 
Corporation out of any unappropriated money in the treasury.

AN ORDINANCE respecting fines, penalties, and forfeitures.

Approved 24th October, 1840.

Be it ordained, by the Board of Aidermen and Board of 
Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That 
all fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which are now made re
coverable before the Mayor, bv any of the Bye-Laws of this 
Corporation, be henceforth recoverable before any Justice of 
the Peace of the county of Washington, not being a member 
of either of the Boards of this Corporation, and the Justice 
who shall issue any warrant for the recovery of any such fine, 
penalty, or forfeiture, shall make the same returnable before 
himself, and try the offence, therein charged to have been 
committed.

Sec. 2. Jlndbe it further ordained, that the Police officers 
shall, in all cases, before proceeding to recover any fines, foi- 
feitures, or penalties, report the case to the Mayor, and ob
tain his order for the prosecution of the same.

Sec. 3. Jlnd be it further ordained, That it be the duty 
of the Police officers, monthly to report to the Mayor, the 
judgment and all the proceedings thereon, which any Justice 
may render, and the name of such Justice, and that the Mayor 
keep a docket of orders, that he may give and note thereon 
the returns of the Police officers made from time to time in 
retation to the same-
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A RESOLUTION making provision for rebuilding the Bridge 
across the Canal leading to the bridge over the Potomac 
river at or near the Lillie Falls of said river, and for other 
purposes,

Approved 7di November, 1840.

Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Common 
Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the sum of 
eight hundred dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, 
be, and the same is hef-eby, appropriated to be expended under 
the direction of Matthias Dufley, in placing a new bridge across 
the Canal leading to the bridge across the Potomac river at 
or near the Little Falls of said river, upon the plan suggested 
in his communication of the 2d November, 1840, to the Boards 
of Aidermen and Common Council, or upon any other plan 
that he may be of opinion will he more permanent: provided 
the whole cost of such bridge shall not exceed the sum here
in appropriated.

Resolved further, That said Mathias Dufley be, and he 
is hereby authorized, to have the other improvements suggest
ed in his communication of the 2d November done, and 
the cleik of the Corporation be, and he is hereby directed to 
pay for said improvements upon accounts, that shall be ap
proved by said Dufley, anti the Clerk is also hereby directed to 
pay the above mentioned appropriation of eight hundred dol
lars to such persons as said Duffey may certify have fur
nished the maleiials and done the work on said bridge.

And be. it. further resolved, that Mr. Dufley be, and he 
is hereby further authorized to rebuild or make such repairs 
upon the small bridge, near the stone house, as he may deem 
proper.

And be it resolved, That the Recorder be, and he is here
by instructed to present to the Board of President and 
Directors of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, a de
mand for the reimbursement of all sums heretofore expended, 
or to be expended under this resolution, on account of the 
above bridge, across the canal, and if the same shall not be 
acceded to, to report to the Corporation the measures that, ir 
his judgment, it will be proper to take. And be it resolved 
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that the Clerk be, and he is heteby required, until such de
mand shall be ac.ceeded to, to withold whatever interest may 
be due to said Company on account of any Slock of this Cor
poration that has been owned by the Company.

A RESOLUTION to repeal an Ordinance approved 10th of 
October, 1840.

Approved IGth of January, 1841.
Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Com

mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That th: 
Ordinance approved 10th of October, 1840, for diminishing 
the expenses of the Poors House, be, and the same is herein 
repealed.

A RESOLUTION on the subject of Retrocession.

Approved 23d of January, 1841.

Resolved, by the Board- of Aldermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That Wil
liam Laird be, and he is hereby appointed, in the place o 
Thomas Turner, who has removed from town, a member oi 
the Committee heretofore appointed by this Corporation oi 
the subject of Retrocession, by resolution of March 26, 1S38 
—and that said Committee be and they are hereby revived am 
clothed with the same powers, with reference to the present o 
any future Congress of the United States, or Legislature of Ma 
ryland, which were conferei! to them by said original reso 
lution with reference to the Congress or Legislature then ir 
existence.

AN ORDINANCE making an appropriation for the repai 
of the new road.

Approved 6th of February, 1811.

Be it Ordained by the Board of Aidermen and Board o 
Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That th 
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sum of one hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appro
priated, to be spent under the direction of the Mayor in the 
repair of the new roads leading to the Little Falls Bridge.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation for the Poors’ 
House Establishment for the quarter ending 31st Decem
ber, 1840.

Approved Gib February, 1811.
Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Com

mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
sum of six hundred and eighty-six dollars and forty cents 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated to pay the ex
penses of the Poors’ House Establishment for the quarter 
ending the 31st December, 1840, and that the same be paid by 
the Clerk of the Corporation to the order of a majority of the 
Trustees of the Poor.

A RESOLUTION appointing Judges of Election for the 
year 1841.

Approved 20:h of February, 1811.
Resolved by the Board of Aldern c i and Board of Com

mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That John I. 
Stull, Charles E. Eckell, John Myers, Lewis Carbery, and 
Judson Mitchell, or a majority of them, be, and they are here
by appointed Judges of the next general election, and of all 
elections which may be necessary to be held until the fourth 
Monday of February, 1842.

A RESOLUTION granting the use of one of the vacant 
rooms in the town house as a place of deposit for the arms 
and accoutrements of the Potomac Dragoons.

Approved 20lh of February, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the use 



of such vacant room in the town-house as may be designated 
by the Mayor, is hereby granted to the company of Potomac 
Dragoons, as a place of deposit for the aims and accoutrements 
used by said company of Dragoons.

RESOLUTION respecting the support of the Paupers of 
the town, and the keep of vagrants and disorderly persons.

Approved 20lh of February, 1841.

Resolved, by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common 
Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the Trustees 
of the Poor be, and they are hereby instructed, to ascertain and 
report to the Corporation as speedily as may be, the most 
advantageous plan for farming out the support of the paupers 
of the town, and the keep of such vagrants and disorderly 
persons as it shall be necessary to confine, and the terms on 
which the same can be effected, to go into operation from the 
31st of March next.

AN ORDINANCE levying a direct tax for the year 1841, 
and providing for the collection thereof.

Approved 20th February, 1841.

Be it Ordained by the Board of Aldermen and Board 
of Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That 
there shall be and hereby is levied a direct tax of sixty cents 
on each and every hundred dollars value of real and personal 
propertv within the limits of this Corporation, as the same 
stands valued and assessed on the present book of assess
ment, and also on such as shall be assessed on or before the 
first day of April next, in pursuance of the Ordinance ap
proved 4th January, 1840, providing for annual additional as
sessment.

Sect. 2. And be it ordained, that the tax hereby imposed 
and levied, shall be collected by the collector to be appointed 
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by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Common Council in 
joint meeting—and the said collector shall, within thirty days 
after he shall have received the tax list from the Clerk, make 
out an account for the amount of the tax chargeable to all real 
and personal property under this ordinance, and remaining 
unpaid, and shall, within the period aforesaid, deliver the same 
respectively to the proprietor of said property, if he or she be 
a resident within the limits of the town, and demand payment 
thereof—and when the proprietor shall be a non-resident the 
collector shall deliver the said accounts respectively, in the 
case of real property, to the tenant or occupant of the lot or 
lots on which the same may be chargeable, if such property 
be let or occupied—and in the case of personal property to 
the person or persons in whose use or possession the same 
may be, and demand payment of the same from such tenant, 
occupant, oi possessor, in the same manner, and within the 
same period.

Sec. 3. Jlnd be it ordained, That in every instance in which 
any tax chargeable under this ordinance shall be unpaid by the 
15th day of May next, the said collector is hereby authorized 
and required to proceed to enforce the payment of said tax, by 
distress and sale of any personal property belonging to the 
person properly chargeable with said tax, wherever found with
in said town—and if no such personal property can be found, 
then by distress and sale of such personal property as may be 
found on the premises chargeable with said tax, except such 
property as the act of Congress extending the jurisdiction 
of justices of the peace for the District of Columbia exempts 
—in which distress and sale shall also be included and recov
ered. the sum of- one dollar, for the cost and trouble of the 
collector in making such distress and sale—and it shall be the 
duty of the collector, before he sells any personal property so 
distressed, to give twenty days public notice as follows : by 
putting up a notice at the Mayor’s office and market-house, 
and also serving one on the party whose goods are distrained, 
of the time and place of sale, and the amount of tax due for 
which such distress is made.

Sec. 4. Jlnd be it ordained, That when there is no personal 
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property liable, as aforesaid, for the payment of any tax char
geable on any lot or lots, or parts of lots, whether the same be 
the property of a resident or non-resident proprietor, and if 
the said tax shall be unpaid cn the day before mentioned, it 
shall be the duty of the collector, and he is hereby requir
ed to enforce the payment of such tax by the sale of such lot 
or lots, or parts of lots, or so many thereof as may be neces
sary, and the course of his proceedings shall be as follows : 
he shall advertise the property when owned by persons resi
ding in the District of Columbia for public sale in some news
paper published in Georgetown, and when the property is 
owned by persons not residing in the District of Columbia, 
also in the National Intelligencer, and in an Alexandria news
paper, once a week for twelve successive weeks previous to 
the day of sale, in which advertisement shall be stated the time 
and place of sale—the number of the lot or lots or parts of 
lots of ground intended to be sold, the value thereof, and the 
amount of taxes due and owing thereon—also the names of 
the persons to whom assessed—and if before the day of sale 
advertised as aforesaid, the owner, his agent or attorney, shall 
not pay the amount of taxes, with all costs thereon assessed, 
the said collector shall sell the said lot or lots, or parts there
of, or as many as may be sufficient to discharge said taxes, for 
cash and to the highest bidder paying therefor—and a certifi
cate shall be issued by the collector, setting forth that such 
person is the purchaser, and the amount paid by him—and if 
at the expiration of twelve months from the day of sale the 
owner shall not appear and pay to the collector, the mayor? 
or the purchaser, the amount of the taxes and costs, and taxes 
accruing subsequent to the sale and ten per cent, interest per 
annum on the purchase money, it shall and may be lawful for 
the Mayor, and he is hereby required at the expiration of said 
time to convey the title in fee simple of said property to the 
purchaser by deed under his hand and the seal of the Corpo
poration.

Sec. 5. Jlni le it ordained, that it shall be the duty of the 
collector regularly to pay over to the Clerk of the Corpo



ration the monies by him from time to time collected, by vir
tue of this ordinance in the manner prescribed in the ordi
nance regulating the collectors bond and for other purposes, 
approved June 6th, 1829—and on every such payment to fur
nish said Clerk with a list of the several persons from whom 
such collections are made, with the amount collected from 
each—and it shall be the duty of the clerk to record the said 
list in a book to be kept by him for that purpose—and the 
collector shall settle a final account of his collections by 
virtue of this ordinance with the said Clerk by the first day 
of October next. In default whereof, the collector shall be 
sued forthwith for any deficiency not paid over—and be char
geable with inierest on the same from the said first day of 
October next—in which account shall be allowed a commis
sion for his services at the rate of four per cent, on the monies 
by him collected and paid over to the Corporation.

Sec. 6. And be it ordained, That when taxes are due from 
the same person on more than one lot or parts of lots—and 
the said lots or parts of lots shall be offered for sale as afore
said, it shall be the duty of the collector to advertise and sell 
for the taxes due on the whole number of lots and parts of 
lots at the same time—and to sell no more lots or parts of 
lots than may be sufficient to raise the whole amount of taxes 
and expenses—and lor the collection thereof he shall be al
lowed but one execution fee, and that the execution fee in each 
case shall be one dollar, which fee, with all the other expenses 
of distress, advertisement and sale shall be raised and paid out 
of the property sold, in the same manner and at the same 
time that the taxes are raised and paid.

A RESOLUTION appointing Delegates to represent the 
Stock held by this Corporation in the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Company.

Approved 2d March, 1841.

Resolved by th« Board, of Jlldermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the
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Mayor, Clement Cox, and Samuel McKenney be, and they 
are hereby appointed delegates, with authority to them, or 
any one or more of them, to vote and represent the stock of 
this Corporation in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company 

, at all meetings of the Stockholders of said company to be held 
during the present year.

JResoZved farther, That the citizens of the town being 
stockholders in said Canal Company be earnestly recommend
ed to attend or be represented by proxy at all future general 
meetings of Stockholders of said company.

A RESOLUTION authorizing the Mayor to cause repairs to 
be made on the road by the Canal, and on Market Street 
above the twenty buildings.

Approved 27th of March, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common 
Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the Mayor 
be, and he is hereby authorized and requested to have the ne
cessary repairs made on the road by the canal, and on Market 
street above the twenty buildings, as communicated to this 
Board in his letter of 19th instant, and that the sum of one 
hundred and fifty dollars for the road, and fifty dollars for the 
street, or so much thereof respectively as may be requisite, 
are hereby appropriated for the purpose—to be paid by the 
clerk to the order of the Mayor, out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated—and that the Mayor be 
requested to have the repairs of the road executed under the 
superintendence of Benjamin F. Mackall.

A RESOLUTION authorizing the Superintendant of the Fish 
wharf to employ an assistant.

Approved 27th of March, 1811.

Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Com
mon. Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the
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Superintendant of the fish-wharf be, and he is hereby author
ized to employ an assistant on the fish-wharf, when and at 
such times as, in his opinion, the interest of this Corporation 
requires it, at an expense not exceeding one dollar and fifty 
cents per day.

AN ORDINANCE making provision for the prompt repair 
of the streets, roads, and bridges of the town.

Approved 8th April, 1841.

Be it Ordained by the Board of\Jlldermen and Board of 
Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That there 
shall be appointed annually, on the first Monday of January, 
some fit and proper person, who shall be denominated Super
visor of the Public Streets, alleys, roads, bridges, and side
walks, whose duty it shall be to examine, from time to time, 
all the streets, alleys, roads, and bridges, and side-walks, in 
which this Corporation is interested, and report to the Mayor 
any repairs which may in his opinion be necessary, and re
ceive the Mayor’s directions in relation thereto.

Jlnd be it further ordained, that said supervisor shall be 
allowed and paid quarter yearly at the rate of one hundred 
dollars per annum for his services. Jlnd be it further ordain
ed, that for the present year George Mahorney be and he is 
hereby appointed Supervisor.

RESOLUTIONS of respect for the late President of the
United States.

Approved 7th of April, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Jlldermcn and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That this 
Corporation participates in the affliction of the Nation at the 
general calamity that has befallen in the demise of the late 
President of the United Slates, William Henry Harrison, and 
fpels its own peculiar cause for’ grief for one whose clear in
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tellect and honest heart, no less than his inaugural pledge had 
given the assurance that under his administration the rights 
of the District of Columbia were properly appreciated, and 
would be faithfully guarded.

Resolved, that the Officers of this Corporation in a body 
will attend the funeral of the late President this day, and will, 
in respect for his memory wear the usual badges of mourning 
for one month.

Resolved^ that the Mayor be requested to communicate a 
copy of the aforegoing resolutions to the family of the de
ceased, with the expression of the heartfelt sympathy of the 
officers and citizens of this Corporation in their affliction.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation for the support 
of the Poor.

Approved 20th of April, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and [Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
sum of five hundred and eighteen dollars and sixtv-five 
cents be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to meet the ex
penditures of the Poor’s House Establishment for the quarter 
ending the 31st day of March, 1841, and which sum the Clerk 
of the Corporation is hereby required to pay to the order of 
a majority of the Trustees of the Poor out of any money in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation to pay for the 
annual printing expenses of the Corporation.

Approved 1st May, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Alder men and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That there 
be, and is hereby, appropriated the sum of three hundred and 
twenty-five dollars to pay for publishing in the Georgetown 
Advocate for one year, the proceedings, laws, advertisements, 
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and such documents from time to time, as may be ordered by 
the Corporation to be published, as also the usual notices of 
elections: and that the Clerk of the Corporation is hereby 
directed to pay the same to John T. Crow & Co. in quarterly 
payments, commencing the 1st of May, 1841.

RESOLUTION for defending certain warrants sued out by 
the Corporation of the city of Washington against citizens 
of this town.

Approved 1st May, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the Re
corder be, and he is hereby, instructed, in behalf of this Cor
poration, to defend certain warrants sued out by the corporate 
authorities of the city of Washington against Samuel S. Fearson 
and Jabez Travers, citizens of this town, founded on an as
serted jurisdiction, on the part of said city, over that part of 
the Rock creek mole which lies west of the lock, and that he 
take such measures in the premises as in his judgment shall 
be proper for defending the jurisdiction of this Corporation 
over said portion of the mole.

AN ORDINANCE fixing the salaiies of the officers of the 
Corporation for the year 1841.

Approved 1st May,’1841.

Be it Ordained by the Board of Aidermen and Board 
of Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, Tha1 
the following salaries for the year 1841, be, and they are 
hereby, established, viz:

To the Mayor, - $500
To the clerk of the Corporation, including his ser

vices as Secretary to the Board of Aidermen, 1,000
To the clerk of the Market, including the expense

of sweeping the Market House, - - 250
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To each of the Police Officers, - - 150
To the captain of the Watchmen, - - 200
To the clerk of the Board of Common Council, 150
To the Messenger of the two Boards, - 150
To the Scavenger for superintending the cleaning

of the Streets, - - - - 100
To the Superintendant of fire engines, - 30

A RESOLUTION reducing the License of Auctioneers.

Approved 22d May, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That here
after the license for the business of auctioneers be at the rate 
of one hundred dollars a year.

RESOLUTION for defraying the expenses of the inquisition 
of forcible detainer lately taken at the toll house attached to 
the Little Falls bridge.

Approved 26th of June, 1841:

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the Clerk 
be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to pay out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the 
parties entitled, the fees and expenses of the above inquisition, 
so far as properly chargeable against this Corporation, on their 
bills for the same, authenticated .by the certificate of the Re
corder.

A RESOLUTION for the relief of Samuel S. Fearson.

Approved 26lh of June, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That for 
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the purpose of indemnifying Samuel S. Fearson for damages 
done the cellar in his house on Water street, by improving and 
repaiving the street, the sum of eighty dollars be, and the same 
is hereby appropriated, to be paid by the Clerk to the order of 
Samuel S. Fearson, provided he accept of the above appropria
tion as full compensation for said damages done to his pro
perty, and that the Corporation shall be released from all fu
ture demands against the Corporation for said damages—and 
provided further that said Fearson shall sign a release, in full 
for said damages before any money is paid under this resolu
tion.

RESOLUTION in regard to the renting of the end of Fayette 
Street.

Approved 26th of June, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common 
Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the May or 
be, and he is hereby directed, to make no further renting of 
the end of Fayette Street, south of the Canal, and adjoining 
Thomas J. Davis’s flour mill, after the expiration of the pres
ent term of rent.

AN ORDINANCE to regulate the measurement of tan bark.

Approved 26th June, 1841.

Be it ordained, by the Board of Aidermen and Board of 
Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That 
all tan bark brought to the town by water for sale, shall con
tain one hundred and twenty-eight feet to the cord, well 
packed and stowed, and shall be corded under the direction of 
the corders of fire-wood, and be measured by them, and who 
shall receive for their services eight cents for every cord so 
measured, to be paid by the seller.

Jlnd be it further ordained, that the provisions and penal
ties of the ordinance in relation to the measurement of fire 
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wood, appioved 10th July, 1821, be and the same are hereby 
made applicable to this ordinance.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation to pay the contrac
tors for extra work done on the Little Falls Bridge.

Approved 3d July, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
sum of one thousand four hundred and seventy-one dollars and 
sixty-two cents be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to 
be paid by the Clerk to said bridge contractors, in full pay
ment for extra work done to said bridge—and that the sum of 
three dollars and fifty-seven cents be appropriated to pay a 
balance due on the Canal bridge out of any money in the trea
sury not otherwise appropriated.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation for the support 
of the Poor for the quarter ending 30th June, 1841.

Approved 25th of September. 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
sum of three hundred and ninety-eighty dollars and twenty
eight cents be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to meet 
the expenditures of the Poor House Establishment for the 
quarter ending the 30th June, 1341, and that the Clerk pay 
the same to the order of the Trustees of the Poor out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation to purchase wood 
for the Poor’s House establishment.

Approved 25lh September, 1841.
Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common 

Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That to enable the
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Trustees of the Poor to provide wood for the use of the Poor 
House for the ensuing winter the sum of two hundred dollars 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid by the 
Clerk to the order of the Trustees of the Poor out of any 
money not otherwise appropriated.

A RESOLUTION in regard to paving the footways and alter
ing the graduation of Green street.

Approved 25th of September, 1841.
Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com

mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
Commissioners for paving the footways on Green street be, 
and they are hereby authorized and directed to have the same 
done according to the plan of an altered graduation, submit
ted herewith, as made by the surveyor of the town, and ap
proved by the commissioners of graduations—provided, that 
before they act hereunder the written assent of the owners of 
all improved property fronting on that part of the street af
fected bv the altered graduation be obtained and filed with the 
Clerk of the Corporation.

A RESOLUTION in favor of Lewis Carbery for services as 
engineer and superintendant of the new road.

Approved 9th October, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
Clerk of the Corporation be, and he is hereby authorized and 
directed to pay Lewis Carbery the sum of one hundred’and 
three dollars and seventy-five cents, being the balance due him 
for services as engineer, and for superintending the construc
tion of the free road, and that the same be paid out of the 
Congress fund.
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RESOLUTION making certain nominations to the President 
of the United States.

Approved 9th October, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That Thos. 
Holtzman, William Plater, and Conrad Hogmire, citizens of 
Georgetown, be, and they are hereby i ecommended to the 
President of the United States for the appointment of Justices 
of the Peace for the Connty of Washington.

AN ORDINANCE concerning the graduation of Green 
Street.

Approved 9th of October, 1841.

Be it Ordained by the Board of Aidermen and Board oj 
Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
provision contained in a resolution in regard to the footways 
and altering the graduation of Green street, approved 25th 
September, 1841, be, and the same is hereby so far modified as 
to allow the commissioners to go on with the woik and to 
collect the written assent of the owners of property on said 
street to the altered graduation as early as convenient.

A RESOLUTION in favor of Lewis Payne. 

Approved Sth of October, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
sum of thirty-five dollars be, and the same is hereby, appro
priated in full compensation to Lewis Payne for damages sus
tained by his property in altering the graduation of Green 
street, to be paid by the Clerk out of any money in the Trea
sury not otherwise appropriated.
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A SUPPLEMENT to the resolution entitled “ A Resolution 
in favor of the Falls Bridge Turnpike Company,” approved 
September 13, 1839.

Approved 9th October, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
Corporation will loan to said Turnpike Company the addi
tional sum of two thousand dollars in its scrip certificates in 
the like form, and on the like terms as provided by the reso
lution to which this is a supplement, and to be applied in like 
manner: Provided, that said Turnpike Company shall, before 
receiving the same, execute a like assignment and pledge for 
said present loan as is provided for the former loan in and by 
said original resolution; and on said assignment and pledge 
being executed, the Clerk is authorized to issue the certificates 
in such sums as shall be required by said company.

RESOLUTION respecting the debt of Samuel Chew to the
Corporation.

Approved 9ih October, 1841.
Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Com

mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the Re
corder be, and he is hereby, instructed to institute in behalf of 
this Coiporation the proper proceedings to require Joseph A. 
S. Lawrence, trustee of Samuel Chew under a deed of trust for 
the benefit of certain creditors, including this Corporation, to 
give adequate security for the due execution of said trust, and 
in default thereof, to have him removed and another trustee 
substituted in his stead—and to have said trust closed without 
farther unavoidable delay.

A RESOLUTION providing for a memorial to Congress to 
sanction the issue by this Corporation of small notes.

Approved 23d October, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Com
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mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
Mayor, in conjunction with such committee as may be here
after appointed to represent this Corporation before Congress, 
be, and they are hereby, instructed to memorialize that body 
at its earliest session, to repeal the acts now in force, which 
prohibit the issue and circulation by the Corporation of notes 
of a less denomination than five dollars.

A RESOLUTION authorizing certain alterations to the track 
over the bridge at the Little Falls.

Approved 23d October, 1841.
Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Com

mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That Joseph 
Libby, Robert White, and Richard Jones be a committee who 
are hereby authorized to alter the track in the east side of the 
Bridge so as to place it in the centre.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation to repair the abut
ment of the Little Falls Bridge, and for other purposes.

Approved 23d October, 1841.

Resolved l>y the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
sum of one hundred and thirty dollars be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated, to repair the abutment of the Little Falls 
Bridge; that the repairs be done under the direction of the 
Mayor, and that the Clerk be directed to pay the same, or so 
much as may be necessary, to the order of the Mayor, and 
charge the same to the Congress fund.

A RESOLUTION to aid the funds of the Georgetown Female 
Benevolent Society.

Approved 13th November, 1841,

Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Common
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Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the Clerk 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay to the 
order of the Georgetown Female Benevolent Society, one 
hundred dollars, to be used by them in aid of their benevolent 
efforts to relieve the wants of suffering and destitute families.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation for repairing the 
hooks and ladders of the Fire-companies.

Approved 13th November, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common 
Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That a sum not 
exceeding one hundred and seventy-five dollars be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated for the purpose of repairing the 
hooks and ladders and buying a new carriage for the use of 
the different fire companies, and the said expenditure be made 
under the direction of George Shoemaker, Richard Jones, and 
Henry King—and the Clerk is hereby requested to pay the 
same to the order of a majority of them.

RESOLUTION for the settlement of the claim of Messrs. 
Elias and Philip T. Ellicott, against this Corporation.

Approved 27th November, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common 
Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the Mayor 
be, and he is hereby authorized and instructed to issue to 
Messrs Elias and Philip T. Ellicott the scrip certificates of this 
Corporation, in the usual form, to the amount of four thous
and dollars, in such sums as they shall require, not less than 
one hundred dollars for each certificate, bearing interest at the 
rate of six per centum per annum, payable half yearly, and 
redeemable at any time after five years—provided that the 
same shall be received by said Messrs. Ellicott in full of their 
claim against the Corporation, under the contracts entered in
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to by the Commissioners of the Corporation with them for 
dredging the channel of the river Potomac below the town; 
and that they execute a full acquittance and discharge of the 
Corpoiation from said claim in such form as shall be approved 
by the Recorder.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation to meet the ex
penditures of the Poor House Establishment.

Approved 27th November, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common 
Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the sum of 
three hundred and ninety-seven dollars and twenty-nine cents 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to meet the expendi
tures of the Poor House Establishment for the quarter ending 
the 30th day of September, 1841, and that the clerk pay the 
same to the order of the trustees of the poor out of any mo
ney in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation to meet the legal 
claims of the Levy Court against the Corporation.

Approved 27th November, 1841.
Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common 

Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the sum of 
one hundred and twenty-five dollars be, and the same is here
by, appropriated to meet the legal claims which the Levy 
Court of Washington county in the District of Columbia, may 
have against this Corporation for the years 1841 and 1842; 
and that the said sum, or so much thereof as may be necessary 
to meet such legal claims, shall be paid by the clerk of the 
Corporation to the order of said Levy Court.

A RESOLUTION in relation to the road by the canal. 
Approved 27ih November, 1841.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common



32

Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That in addition 
to the unexpended balance of $55 76 of an appropriation for 
repairing the road by the canal, as made by resolution of the 
two Boards, the further sum of seventy-five dollars be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated for further repairing the afore
said road, to be paid by the clerk to the order of the Mayor, 
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated ; 
and resolved that said further repairs be executed by the su
pervisor appointed by the ordinance making provision for the 
prompt repair of the streets, roads, and bridges of the town, 
approved Sth April last: and that he be required to have the 
work done with all possible despatch, and to account for his 
outlay to the clerk of the Corporation.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation to pay for alter
ing the track over the Little Falls Bridge.

Approved 7th December, 1841.
Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common 

Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the sum of 
thirty-seven dollars and nineteen cents, is hereby appropriated 
to pay for altering the track over the Little Falls Bridge, of 
which sum twenty-nine dollars and forty-two cents be paid to 
the order of Meem &. Marden, and seven dollars and seventy
seven cents be paid to the order of E. M. Linthicum : which 
the clerk is directed to pay out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated.

A RESOLUTION appointing a committee to attend to the 
interests of the town before the Congress of the United 
States.

Approved 4th January, 1S42.
Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common 

Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the Recorder, 
Samuel McKenney, William Laird, and William D. C Mur
dock be, and they arc hereby appointed a committee to attend
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to the interests of this Corporation before the Congress oi the 
United States.

A RESOLUTION for the relief of Messrs. Bowers & Vaughan.

Approved 4th January, IS42.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of C ommon 
Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the clerk be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to close the claim as adjusted, of 
Messrs. Bowers & Vaughan against this Corporation, for ereci- 
ing the bridge across the Potomac at the Little Falls, by pass
ing to them at their option, either the promissory note of the 
Corporation at six months, bearing legal interest, or the usual 
stock certificate of the Corporation, bearing like interest, pay
able half yearly, and redeemable at five years, so far as it may 
not be convenient to pay said claim in money at this time.

A RESOLUTION in favor of Messis. Bowers &. Vaughan.

Approved 4th January, i342.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board oj Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That this 
Corporation are entirely satisfied with the manner in which 
Messrs. Bowers &. Vaughan have executed their contract for 
erecting the bridge across the river Potomac at the Little Falls, 
and cheerfully afford them this testimony of approval.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation for the Clerk’s 
contingent fund.

Approved 4ih January, IS42.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common 
Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the sum of 
one hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, 
to be placed to the credit of the clerk to enable him to pur



34

chase fuel, candles, stationary, and other incidental expenses 
of the Corporation for the ensuing year, including fuel for the 
Mayor’s office.*

A RESOLUTION in favor of the Independent Greys and 
Morgan Riflemen.

Approved 5th of February, 1842.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common 
Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the west 
tobacco warehouse be, and is hereby, granted to the Indepen
dent Greys and Morgan Riflemen for the purpose of drilling 
their companies, and as a depository for their arms : provided 
they effect insurance upon it for $2,500, and enter into a 
stipulation to the Mayor to"surrender it whenever thereto re
quired by this Corporation.

AN ORDINANCE supplementary to an ordinance regulating 
the Inspection of Flour, approved Jan. 29, 1812.

Approved 5th of February, 1842.

Be if Ordained by the Board of Aidermen and Board oj 
Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That it 
shall be the duty of the Inspector of Flour to brand all flour 
by him inspected in a plain and legible manner.

AN ORDINANCE supplementary to an Ordinance respecting 
the Inspection of Salted Provisions, approved 3d July, 1805.

Approved 5th February, 1842.

Be it Ordained by the Board of Aidermen and Board of 
Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That it 
shall be, and is hereby, made the duty of the Inspector of 
Salted Provisions to brand in a plain and legible manner on 
fhe head of each and every barrel of herring or shad by him 
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inspected, the words “ Georgetown Herrings or Shad,” as the 
case may be—to brand the No. o the fish, whether 1 or 2, 
and also the year in which they are inspected ; and he shall 
also designate whether the fish are nett or gross by the letters 
N or G.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation to meet the ex
penditures of the Poor House Establishment for the quartet 
ending on the 31st December, 1841.

Approved 5th February, 1842.

Resolved, by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com- 
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
sum of five hundred and eighty dollars and 44 cents be, and 
the same is hereby appropriated to meet the expenditures of 
the Poor House establishment for the quarter ending on the 
31st day of December, 1841, to be paid by the clerk to the 
order of a majority of the Trustees of the Poor, out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

RESOLUTION for the relief of Benjamin Fowler.

Approved 5th February, 1842,

Be it resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the sum 
of twenty dollais be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to 
be paid by the Clerk out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to Benjamin Fowler, for the purpose 
of constructing a culvert under the road by the canal, and op
posite to his property: provided however, that he grant to the 
Corporation a full release from all further claim for damages 
to his property on account of the graduation of said road.



36

AN ORDINANCE fixing the salaiies of the officers of th« 
Corporation for the year 1842

Approved 19th February, 1842.

Be it ordained by the Board of Aidermen and. Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
salaries of the officers of the Corporation, for their respective 
services, commencing with the 1st of January last, and ending 
31st December next, be, and they are hereby established, as
follows :

To the Mayor, - $500
To the clerk of the Corporation, including his ser

vices as Secretary to the Board of Aidermen, 1,000 
To the clerk of the Market, including the sweeping

of the Market House, - - - 250
To each of the Police Officers, - - 150
To the captain of the Night Watch, - - 200
To the clerk of the Board of Common Council, 150
To the Messenger of the two Boards, - 150
To the Scavenger, - - - - 100
Supervisor of Streets, &c., - - - 100
To the Superintendant of fire engines, &c. - 30
All of which to be paid quarter yearly by the clerk of the 

corporation out of any money not otherwise appropriated, 
except the captain of the night watch, who shall be paid 
n < ii'.hly.

A RESOLUTION appointing Judges of Elections.

Approved 19th February, 1842.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Common 
Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That Charles E. 
Eckel, Judson Mitchell, John Myers, John I. Stull, and Lewis 
Carbery, or any three of them, in conjunction with the Mayor, 
he and they are heieby appointed judges of, and authorized to 
hold all elections for members of the corporation, until the 
4th Monday of Fl biuary. 1843, or until their successors are 
appointed.
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RESOLUTION regulating the'transportation of gunpowder 
through the town.

Approved 19th February, 1842.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That it 
shall not be lawful for any person or persons to transport 
gunpowder through any street of the town in larger quantities 
than two kegs, without having the wagon, cart, or such vehi
cles as the same may be conveyed in, sufficiently covered and 
protected against the d¿lnger of sparks or fire from any quarter 
falling or being thrown into said vehicle.

2. Resolved, that any person violating this resolution shall 
forfeit and pay twenty dollars, to be recovered in like manner 
with other fines incurred to this Corporation.

A RESOLUTION clothing the Superintendant of the Fish 
Wharf with police authority.

Approved 19th March, 1842.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
Superintendant of the Fish wharf, for the time being, be and 
he is hereby clothed with all the powers and privileges of a 
police officer during each fishing season.

A RESOLUTION in favor of the Vigilant and Western Star 
Fire Companies, for ladders and ladder carriages.

Approved 26th March, 1812.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
further sum of one hundred and three dollars be, and the same 
is hereby appropriated, (for ladder and ladder carriages,) to be 
paid by the clerk to the joint order of the Presidents of tl e 
Vigilant and Western Star fire companies.
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A RESOLUTION authorizing the Mayor to remove the Fish 
Market to the south end of the Market House.

Approved 26th March, 1842.

Resolved by the Board of Jlldermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
Mayor be directed to cause the Market-master to have the Fish 
stands removed from their present location to the south end 
of the Market House, and he will offer for rent the same, as 
published on Monday next.

AN ORDINANCE levying a direct tax for the year 1842, 
and providing for the collection thereof.

Approved 5lh April, 1S42.

Be it ordained by the Board of Aidermen and Board of 
Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That 
there shall be, and is hereby levied a direct tax of seventy-five 
cents on each and every hundred dollars value of real and per
sonal property within the limits of this corporation, as the 
6ame stands valued and assessed ou the book of assessment? 
and on file in the office of the clerk of the corporation, except 
the amount reduced by the board of appeal, if any.

Sec. 2. be it ordained, That the tax hereby imposed 
and levied shall be collected by the collector appointed by the 
Board of Aidermen and Board of Common Council, in joint 
meeting, on the first Monday in January last; provided he 
give bond and security within twenty days from the passage 
of this ordinance, in conformity with an ordinance entitled 
“An ordinance regulating the collector’s bond, and for other 
purposes,” approved 6th June, 1829, if he the said collector 
has not yet given bond as the said ordinance directs : and the 
said collector shall, within thirty days after he shall have re
ceived the tax list from the said clerk, make out an account 
for the amount of the tax, chargeable to all real and personal 
property under this ordinance, and remaining unpaid, and 
shall, within the period aforesaid, deliver the same respectively 
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to the proprietor of said property, if he or she be a resident 
within the limits of the town, and demand payment thereof; 
and when the proprietor shall be a non-resident the collector 
shall deliver the said accounts respectively, in the case of real 
property, to the tenant or occupant of the lot or lots on which 
the same may be chargeable, if such property be let or occu
pied ; and in the case of personal property, to the person or 
persons in whose use or possession the same may be, and 
demand payment of the same from such tenant, occupant, or 
possessor in the same manner and within the same period.

Sec. 3. And be it Ordained, That in every instance in 
which any tax chargeable under this ordinance shall be unpaid 
by the 15th day of June next, the said Collector is hereby 
authorized, and required to proceed to enforce the payment 
of said tax by distress and sale of any personal property be
longing to the person properly chargeable with said tax, wher
ever found within said town ; and if no such personal pro
perty can be found, then by distress and sale of such personal 
property as may be found on the premises chargeable with 
said tax, except such property as the act of Congress extend
ing the jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace for the District of 
Columbia exempts : in which distress and sale shall also be 
included and recovered the sum of one dollar for the costand 
trouble of the Collector in making such distress and sale; and 
it shall be the duty of the Collector, before he sells any per
sonal property so distressed, to give twenty days public notice 
as follows: By putting up a notice at the Mayor’s office and 
and Market Mouse, and also serving one on the party whose 
goods are distrained, of the time and place of sale, and the 
amount of tax due for which such distress is made.

Sec. 4. Jlnd be it Ordained, That when there is no per
sonal property liable as aforesaid for the payment of any tax 
chargeable on any lot or lots, or parts of lots, whether the 
same be the property of a resident or non-resident proprietor; 
and if the said tax shall be unpaid on the day before mentioned, 
it shall be the duty of the Collector, and he is hereby required, 
to enforce the payment of such tax by the sale ol such lot. 
pr lots, or parts of lots, or so many thereof as may be neces
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sary, and the course of his proceedings shall be as follows: 
He shall advertise the property when owned by persons re
siding in the District of Columbia, for public sale in some 
newspaper published in Georgetown; or if there be none so 
published, then in a Washington paper; and when the pro
perty is owned by persons not residing in the District of Co
lumbia, also in the National Intelligencer, and in an Alexandria 
newspaper, once a week for twelve successive weeks previous 
to the day of sale, in which advertisement shall be stated the 
time and place of sale, the number of the lot or lots, or parts 
of lots of ground intended to be sold, the value thereof, and 
the amount of taxes due, and owing thereon : also the names 
of the persons to whom assessed ; and if, before the day of 
sale advertised as aforesaid, the owner, his agent, or attorney 
shall not pay the amount of taxes, with all costs thereon as
sessed, the said collector shall sell the said lot or lots, or parts 
thereof, or as many as may be sufficient to discharge said 
taxes,for cash, and to the highest bidder paying therefor; and 
a certificate shall be issued by the Collector, setting forth that 
such person is the purchaser, and the amount paid by him; 
and if al the expiration of twelve months from the day of sale, 
the owner shall not appear and pay to the collector, the May
or, or the purchaser, the amount of the taxes and costs, and 
taxes accruing subsequent to the sale, and ten per cent, interest 
per annum on the purchase money, it shall and may be lawful 
for the Mayor, and he is hereby required, at the expiration of 
said time, to convey the title in fee simple of said property to 
the purchaser, by deed, under his hand and the seal of the 
Corporation.

Sec. 5. Jlnd be it Ordained., That it shall be the duty of 
the collector regularly to pay over to the clerk the monies by 
him from time to lime collected, by virtue of this ordinance, 
in the manner prescribed in the before recited ordinance, ap
proved June 6th, 1829, and in every such payment to furnish 
said clerk with a list of the several persons from whom such 
collections are made, with the amount collected from each; 
and it shall be the duty of the Clerk to record the said list in a 
book to be kept by him for that purpose; and the collector 
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shall settle a final account of his collections by virtue of this 
ordinance with the said Clerk by the first day of November 
next, in default whereof the Collector shall be sued forthwith 
for any deficiency not paid over, and be chargeable with inter
est on the same from the said first day of November next, in 
which account shall be allowed a commission for his services 
at the rate of three and a half per cent, on the monies by him 
collected and paid over to the Corporation.

Sec. 6. And be it ordained, that where taxes are due from 
the same person on more than one lot or parts of lots, and the 
said lots or parts of lots shall be offered for sale as aforesaid, 
it shall be the duty of the collector to advertise and sell for 
the taxes due on the whole number of lots and parts of lots at 
the same time, and to sell no more lots or parts of lots than 
may be sufficient to raise the whole amount of taxes and ex
penses ; and for the collection thereof he shall be allowed 
but one execution fee, and that the execution fee in each case 
shall be one dollar, which fee, with all the other expenses of 
distress, advertisement and sale, shall be raised and paid out 
of the property sold, in the same manner, and at the same 
time, that the taxes arc raised and paid.

Sec. 7. And be it ordained, that the collector be, and he is 
hereby authorized and directed to allow a discount of ten per 
cent, on all general taxes paid to him on or before the first day 
of May next, and that he be and is also hereby authorized and 
directed to allow a discount of six per cent, on all general 
taxes paid to him after the 1st of May, and before the 15th day 
of June next.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation for repairing the 
free Turnpike Road, leading to the Little Fall’s Bridge.

Approved 16th of April, 1842.

Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
sum of one hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appro
priated out of the Congress fund for repairing the lower route 
of the Free Turnpike road leading to the Little Falls Bridge, 
to be expended under the direction of the Supervisor of Streets, 
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who shall file an account with proper vouchers, for his .expen
ditures, with the Clerk of the Corporation—and for his ser
vices as superintendant he shall be allowed the sum of two 
dollars a day for each day he may be so employed.

A RESOLUTION in favor of Hicks & Newton.
Approved 23J April, 1842.

Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
Corporation assent to any arrangement which may be entered 
into between Messrs. Hicks & Newton and their creditors 
generally—Provided, that this agreement shall not affect the 
responsibility of the principal for whom said Hicks Sc New
ton are security.

A RESOLUTION in relation to breaches in the Canal wall 
above the town.

Approved 28th April, 1842.

Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Com
mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
Mayor be, and he is hereby requested to call on the Agent of 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, and insist on the 
immediate repair of the breaches in the wall of the Canal near 
the Foundry, and if not repaired in ten days the Mayor is au
thorized Io have the said breaches protected by post and rail 
fences,and charge the same to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
Company.

A RESOLUTION making an appropriation to meet the ex
penditures of the Poor House Establishment for the quarter 
ending on the 31st March, 1812.

Approved 7 th May, 1842.
Resolved by the Board of Aidermen and Board of Com

mon Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the 
sum of five hundred and fifty-seven dollars and 31 cents be, and 
tire same is hereby appropriated to meet the expenditures of 
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the Poor House establishment for the quarter ending on the 
31st day of March, 1842, which sum the Clerk is hereby re
quired to pay to the order of a majority of the Trustees of 
the Poor, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap
propriated.

AN ORDINANCE providing for the erection of a Bridge 
across Rock Creek, at the eastern termination of Bridge 
Street.

Approved 14th May, 1S42.
Be it Ordained by the Board of Adcrmen and Board of 

Common Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That for 
the purpose of erecting a Bridge across Rock Creek at the east
ern termination of Bridge Street, there be, and is hereby ap
propriated, the sum of five thousand dollars.

And be it further ordained, That John Kurtz, Richard 
Jones, and John II. King, in conjunction with the Mayor, be, 
and they arc hereby authorized to cause to be erected a wood
en pile Bridge, on the plan of the present Bridge, as soon as 
practicable, and that the said Commissioners be authorized to 
employ a superintendant of said work, who may be paid a 
per diem allowance for such superintendance, of three dollars.

And be it further ordained, That the Clerk pay to the or
der of a majority of the Commissioners the sum hereby ap
propriated, or as much thereof as may be found necessary to 
effect the object, and that the account of the disbursements be 
made out and filed with the Clerk within two months after the 
work is completed.

And be it further ordained, That to obtain the funds neces
sary, the Mayor and Clerk be, and they are hereby authorized 
to borrow, on the faith of the Corporation, the said sum of 
five thousand dollars, at not less than ninety-live per cent, on 
the issue of stock certificates, paying an interest of six per 
cent, per annum, quarterly, and redeemable at any time after 
tiie year 1843, to such person or persons as may loan the 
same or any part thereof, to the amount so loaned by them 
respectively.



TABLE OF CONTENTS.

ca

PAGE. 
All Ordinance for diminishing the expenses of the Night

Watch. 3
An Ordinance for disposing of the Farmers and Mechan

ics’ Bank Stock to aid in erecting the Little Falls
Bridge. 3

A Resolution making an appropriation for repairing the
Free Turnpike Road. 4

An Ordinance for the repair of the road near the Little
Falls. 4

A Resolution authorizing the Trustees of the Poor to pur
chase Fuel for the Poor House establishment.

A Resolution in favor of Mathias Duffey.
A Resolution granting certain permission to Major L.

Whiting. 5
A Resolution instructing the Clerk in regard to the pay

ment of interest and other demands against the Cor
poration. 6

An Ordinance authorizing the borrowing of money to
complete the erection of the Little Falls bridge. 6

A Resolution making an appropriation to pay for the pub
lication of the Proceedings and Laws of the Corpo
ration. 7

A Resolution making an appropriation for the support of 
the Poors’ House Establishment for the second quax- 
ter of 1840. 7

An Ordinance licensing and regulating Billiard Tables, 
‘ Nine and Ten Pin Alleys and Shuffle Boards, within 

the limits of this Corporation. 7
A Resolution making a further appropriation for certain 

purposes. 9
A Resolution making an appropriation to pay for the

Printing of an Index to certain Laws. 9



45

A Resolution for the sale of the Bank Stock held by this 
Corporation. 9

An Ordinance for diminishing the expenses of the Poors’ 
House. 10

A Resolution making an appropriation to meet the ex
penses of the Poors’ House Establishment for the 3d 
quarter of 1840. 10

An Ordinance for compensating the Assessors for their 
services. 11

An Ordinance respecting fines, penalties, and forfeitures. 11
A Resolution making provision for rebuilding the Bridge 

across the Canal leading to the bridge over the Poto
mac river at or near the Little Falls of said river, and 
for other purposes. 12

A Resolution to repeal an Ordinance approved 10th of 
October, 1840. 13

A Resolution on the subject of Retrocession. 13
An Ordinance making an appropriation for the repair of 

the new road. 13
A Resolution making an appropriation for the Poors’ 

House establishment for the quarter ending 31st De
cember, 1840. 14

A Resolution appointing Judges of Election for the year 
1841. 14

A Resolution granting the use of one of the vacant rooms 
in the town house as a place of deposit for the arms 
and accoutrements of the Potomac Dragoons. 14

Resolution respecting the support of the Paupers of the 
town, and the keep of vagrants and disorderly per
sons. 15

An Ordinance levying a direct tax for the year 1841, 
and providing for the collection thereof. 15

A Resolution appointing Delegates to represent the Stock 
held by this Corporation in the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Company. 18

A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to cause repairs to 
be made on the road by the Canal, and on Market 
Street above the twenty buildings. 19

A Resolution authorizing the Superintendant of the Fish 
wharf to employ an assistant. 19

An Ordinance making provision for the prompt repair of 
the streets, roads, and bridges of the town. 20



46

Resolutions of respect for the late President of the United
States. 2(1

A Resolution making an appropriation for the support of
the Poor. 21

A Resolution making an appropriation to pay for the an
nual Printing Expenses of the Corporation. 21

Resolution for defending certain warrants sued out by the
corporation of the city of Washington against citi
zens of this town. 22

An Ordinance fixing the salaries of the officers of the
Corporation for the year 1841. 22

A Resolution reducing the License of Auctioneers. 23
Resolution for defraying the expenses of the inquisition 

of forcible detainer, lately taken at the toll house at
tached to the Little Falls bridge. 23

A Resolution for the relief of Samuel S. Fearson. 23
Resolution in regard to the renting of the end of Fayette

street. ' 24
An Ordinance to regulate the measurement of tan bark. 24 
A Resolution making an appropriation to pay the contrac

tors for extra work done on the Little Falls Bridge. 25 
A Resolution making an appropriation for the support of

the Poor for the quarter ending 30th June, 1841. 25
A Resolution making an appropriation to purchase wood

for the Poors’ House establishment. 25
A Resolution in regard to paving the footways and alter

ing the graduation of Green street. 26
A Resolution in favor of Lewis Carbery for services as

engineer and Superintendant of the New Road. 26 
Resolution making certain nominations to the President

of the United States. 27
An Ordinance concerning the graduation of Green street, 27 
A Resolution in favor of Lewis Payne. 27
A Supplement to the resolution entitled “ A Resolution in 

favor ol the Falls Bridge Turnpike Company,” ap
proved Sept. 13,1839. 28

Resolution respecting the debt of Samuel Chew to the
corporation. 28

A Resolution providing for a memorial to Congress to
sanction the issue by this corporation of small notes. 28 

A Resolution authorizing certain alterations to the track
over the bridge at the Little Falls. 29



•17

A Resolution making an appropriation to repair the abut
ment of the Little Falls bridge, and lor other purposes.

A Resolution to aid the funds of the Georgetown Female 
Benevolent Society.

A Resolution making an appropriation for repairing the 
hooks and ladders of the fire companies.

Resolution for the settlement of the claim of Messrs. 
Elias and Philip T. Ellicott against this corporation.

A Resolution making an appropriation to meet the expen
ditures of the Poor House establishment.

A Resolution making an appropriation to meet the legal 
claims of the Levy Court against the corporation.

A Resolution in relation to the road by the canal.
A Resolution making an appropriation to pay for altering 

the track over the Little Fall’s Bridge.
A Resolution appointing a committee to attend to the in

terests of the town before the Congress of the United 
States.

A Resolution for the relief of Messrs. Bowers &, Vaughan. 
A Resolution in favor of Messrs. Bowers Sc Vaughan.
A Resolution making an appropriation for the Clerk’s con

tingent fund.
A Resolution in favor of the Independent Grays and 

Morgan Riflemen.
An Ordinance suplementary to an ordinance regulating 

the Inspection of Flour, approved January 29,1812.
An Ordinance supplementary to an Ordinance respecting 

the Inspection of Salted Provisions, approved 3d 
July, 1805.

A Resolution making an appropriation to meet the expen
ditures of the Poor House establishment for the 
quarter ending the 31st December, 1841.

Resolution for the relief of Benjamin Fowler.
An Ordinance fixing the salaries of the officers of the 

Corporation for the year 1842.
A Resolution appointing Judges of Elections.
Resolution regulating the transportation of gunpowder 

through the town.
A Resolution clothing the Supcrintcndant of the Fish 

wharf with police authority.
A Resolution in favor of the Vigilant and Western Star 

Fire Companies, for ladders and ladder carriages.

29

29

30

30

31

31
31

32

32
33
33

33

34

34

34

,35
35

36
36

37

37

37



48

A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to remove the Fish
Market to the south end of the market house. 3S

An Ordinance levying a direct tax for the year 1842, and
providing for the collection thereof 38

A Resolution making an appropriation for repairing the
free Turnpike Road leading to the Little Falls bridge. 41 

A Resolution in favor of Hicks & Newton. 42
A Resolution in relation to breaches in the Canal wall

above the town. 42
A Resolution making an appropriation to meet the expen

ditures of the Poor House establishment for the 
quarter ending the 31st March, 1842. 42

An Ordinance providing for the erection of a bridge across
Rock Creek, at the eastern termination of Bridge 
street. 43


	gtwn_ord_1842_001
	gtwn_ord_1842_002
	gtwn_ord_1842_003
	gtwn_ord_1842_004
	gtwn_ord_1842_005
	gtwn_ord_1842_006
	gtwn_ord_1842_007
	gtwn_ord_1842_008
	gtwn_ord_1842_009
	gtwn_ord_1842_010
	gtwn_ord_1842_011
	gtwn_ord_1842_012
	gtwn_ord_1842_013
	gtwn_ord_1842_014
	gtwn_ord_1842_015
	gtwn_ord_1842_016
	gtwn_ord_1842_017
	gtwn_ord_1842_018
	gtwn_ord_1842_019
	gtwn_ord_1842_020
	gtwn_ord_1842_021
	gtwn_ord_1842_022
	gtwn_ord_1842_023
	gtwn_ord_1842_024
	gtwn_ord_1842_025
	gtwn_ord_1842_026
	gtwn_ord_1842_027
	gtwn_ord_1842_028
	gtwn_ord_1842_029
	gtwn_ord_1842_030
	gtwn_ord_1842_031
	gtwn_ord_1842_032
	gtwn_ord_1842_033
	gtwn_ord_1842_034
	gtwn_ord_1842_035
	gtwn_ord_1842_036
	gtwn_ord_1842_037
	gtwn_ord_1842_038
	gtwn_ord_1842_039
	gtwn_ord_1842_040
	gtwn_ord_1842_041
	gtwn_ord_1842_042
	gtwn_ord_1842_043
	gtwn_ord_1842_044
	gtwn_ord_1842_045
	gtwn_ord_1842_046
	gtwn_ord_1842_047
	gtwn_ord_1842_048

