
Foreword 
It is rare indeed that a Pastoral Letter written 

to a particular diocese should become a document 
of international interest to the whole Catholic 
world. But this has happened in the case of the 
Pastoral which His Eminence, the Cardinal Arch
bishop of Paris, addressed to his archdiocese last 
February. 

The reason is illuminating. It is a commonplace 
that the world today is in a state of crisis - a crisis 
that effects not only the temporal destinies of human 
society but also the destiny of the Church herself. 
It is equally a commonplace that the crisis is world 
wide. But what is less commonly insisted on is the 
fact that the crisis is fundamentally the same the 
world over. This is a unique historical fact. It is 
a testimony to the new oneness of the world. It is 
also a challenge to the Church to assert in a new 
way her own unity and catholicity, in grappling with 
the issues presented to her in substantially the same 
form, under all accidental differences, in every na
tion of the earth. 

Given this premise, Cardinal Suhard's Pastoral 
Letter could not fail to be of international interest. 
For it is a singularly powerful analysis of the deep
est meaning of today's crisis, a singularly profound 
statement of the Church's contemporary mission, 
and a singularly practical summation of the concrete 
directions and forms that today's apostolate must 
take. 
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We cannot assume that today's crisis is a convul
sion preluding the end of the world, or even the end 
of the Church's influence in the world. Rather, it 
is a crisis of growth, a turning-point in humanity's 
long search for its own unity. And, if strongly met 
with all the natural and supernatural resources of 
the men of the Church, it will herald the dawn of a 
newly human and newly Christian day, wherein the 
fresh vigor of the Church's eternal youth will impart 
even to the earthly City of Man a new order, unity, 
life, and freedom. This is the essential message of 
the Pastoral. 

It is, of course, vigorously denied by many that 
the Church can be the soul of the new unity, the 
common civilization, the new humanism that is 
being built on the ruins of a past age. She is being 
represented, now as in the days of Tacitus, as the 
enemy of man as man, hostile to his freedom, not a 
companion and co-worker in the great political 
tasks that command his enthusiasm. What will be 
the reply of the Church to the attempt to build the 
City without her? This is the great decision, the 
crisis of conscience in the Church, occasioned by the 
crisis in the City. The right answer can come only 
from a profound insight into the dual nature of the 
Church, as revealed in dogma and history. 

This Foreword need not anticipate the details of 
the answer, as developed, with great largeness of 
heart and exactness of theological insight, with 
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greatly Christian boldness and prudence, in the Pas
toral. Here I should plead simply for thoughtful 
meditation on the answer, and serious examination of 
conscience on its premises, elements, applications. 
The answer is not French, but Catholic; every part 
of it is valid for the United States; little needs re
statement in order exactly to fit our needs. I should 
plead, too, for action towards "incarnating" the an
swer in the whole complexus of our American re
ligious, civic, and social life. Here in the United 
States, too, "the world needs the Church for its life; 
the Church needs the world for its growth and ful
fillment." And both needs must be met, for a par
ticular reason of high charity. We in America have 
abundantly reaped of the seed of Catholic thought 
and life sown in Europe. Now our hands are freer 
than those of Catholics elsewhere to fling the good 
seed far and wide, into every cranny of our own 
hearts, and into every comer of the social order. It 
is our time for sowing, that others - in Europe and 
all over the world - may reap. 

Woodstock College John Courtney Murray, S. ]. 
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