
FOREWORD 

THE editor of a periodical is inclined to avoid 
visiting the periodical room in libraries. The experience is 
too depressing. Shelf upon shelf of magazines, filled with 
material that was laboriously solicited, edited, proofread, 
published, bound-and buried. The inquiring scholar will 
now and again dig out the articles of higher quality; but 
he must dig. Therefore the editor of the present volume has 
prolonged his usefulness and enhanced the merit of his 
original service by rescuing from possible, and quite unde
served, oblivion the articles here republished. Their authors 
will be gratified. 
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What is more important, a wider public will be as.5isted 
in the fulfillment of a duty that today has become pressing. 
I mean the duty of developing a theological culture in 
America. It is not too much to speak of a duty. It is imposed, 
first of all, from within, in virtue of the possession of the 
Christian faith. The seat of faith is the intelligence of man, 
even though the light of the truth descends, as it were, into 
the intelligence through the will that loves the light and 
purposes to follow whither it leads. The assent of faith 
settles, by firm answer, the final question that all men must 
face, "What, in the end, is the meaning of life and its 
value?" The answer is in the data of revelation, as formu
lated in the dogmas of the Church. These affirmations 
of faith are final, as affirmations; their truth is not subject 
to question by the Christian. Nonetheless, history is wimess 
to the fact that the affirmations of faith, at the same time 
that they settle the issue of truth, also raise a manifold 
issue of understanding. And the Christian who would 
fulfill the exigencies of his own faith must face this issue too. 

The data of revelation, in the Scripture, are scattered; 
the dogmas of the Church, which have been defined within 
historical circumstances of error, are fragments of a larger 
truth. Both the dogma and the revealed data bear upon the 
great enveloping mystery called the order of grace, which 
is the mystery of God and of his redemptive love for us, 
manifested by the Word Incarnate and by the outpouring 
of His Holy Spirit. Faith is the adherence to this mystery. 
But the adherence itself gives rise to the constant duty of 
Christians to penetrate more deeply into the data of revela
tion, to think out in freshly illuminating forms the organic 
unity of the full revelation, in order to arrive at a more 
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profound understanding of the Christian mystery, in itself, 
in its intimate relevance to the whole of human life, and 
in its meaning for all the enterprises in which man is 
engaged in this world. This is what is meant by theology. 
It is a work of reason enlightened by faith, or, more exactly, 
of faith making use of reason to reach an understanding of 
itself. The result is the progressive formation of the true 
Christian mind, in which faith has had its proper flowering 
in a theological culture. Within the Church this culture 
is an indispensable necessity. 

Never more so than today, when the crisis of culture 
in our postmodern age has become acute. A simple faith, 
so called, that is, a faith that has been accepted without 
being assimilated by the mind, is per se sufficient for the 
salvation of one's soul. Whether it is likewise sufficient 
in the circumstances of today may well be questioned. In 
any case, it is not sufficient for the fulfillment of the 
mission of the Church in the temporal order, as this mission 
confronts the Christian community-especially the lay 
Christian community-in this historical moment. The 
earthly vocation of the Church, as a force for human cul
ture and civilization, is indeed secondary and subordinate, 
an overflow of the pursuance of its essential mission, which 
is to establish a kingdom that is not of this world. Nonethe
less, a divine imperative lies behind this earthly vocation. 
A Christianity divorced from the realities of this world, and 
without impact on the course of history, would be untrue 
to itself. "The greatest fault of Christians in the twentieth 
century," said Cardinal Suhard, "would be to leave the 
world to shape itself and to bring itself to unity without 
them." But effective participation in this task of shaping 
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the world, bringing it to unity, fulfilling its aspirations for 
freedom and for greater justice, supposes the possession 
of a theological culrure, wedded to faith, and widespread 
among the people of God. 

The fact should be evident. And it makes evident the 
value of this book. All of its essays have the double merit 
of being theological in the high sense and also pertinent to 
problems of the moment. The thought that they contain, 
and the mode of thinking that they illustrate, will make 
(so one greatly hopes) for the desired development of a 
theological culrure among us. 

John Courtney Murray, S.J. 
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