
 1 

Veterans Studies Interest Group Listserv 

Issue #39 February 2020  
 
The Veteran’s Creed 
1. I am an American Veteran  
2. I proudly served my country 
3. I live the values I learned in the military 
4. I continue to serve my community, my country and my fellow veterans 
5. I maintain my physical and mental discipline 
6. I continue to lead and improve 
7. I make a difference 
8. I honor and remember my fallen comrades 
 
This month’s Listserv includes Kirk Douglas War Movies, Aircraft Carrier Named After 
Sailor; First Hospital in the Country to Go 5G; Thirty-Eight Military Hospitals Stop 
Treating Families and Retirees; One-Hundred-Year-Old Tuskegee Airman Does the 
Superbowl Coin Flip; Veterans and STEM; and, Navajo Code Talker Dies 
 
Kirk Douglas War Movies 
Kirk Douglas, who died last week at the age of 103 years made a number of prominent 
war movies as noted by the Military Times. A veteran himself, Douglas had enlisted in 
the Navy after college in 1939 and became a communications officer in World War II 
serving aboard the anti-submarine chaser PC-1139.  
Perhaps Douglas’ most renowned war film was Spartacus, the saga of a Roman slave 
revolt. It produced the famous line “I am Spartacus” shouted by fellow slaves to show 
their solidarity with the rebellion (and famously quoted in the Kavanagh Senate 
Supreme Court Confirmation Hearings). In Harm’s Way was a Navy saga (or soap 
opera) starring John Wayne and cataloging the love life of the ship’s executive officer 
played by Douglas. Seven Days in May was an engaging thriller about a military coup in 
the United States led by Burt Lancaster’s character Air Force Gen. James Matoon Scott. 
Douglas’ character, Colonel Jiggs Casey, foils the plot and the republic is saved.  Paths of 
Glory is a powerful Stanley Kubrick movie. Douglas plays a French World War I Colonel 
who tries to defend against a corrupt decision by brass to wrongly and immorally 
sentence three of its own enlisted men to death for “cowardice.”  It is based on 
Humphrey Cobb’s 1935 novel, one of the many antiwar works to come out of World War 
I. The Hook is a suspense drama aboard ship during the Korean War and concerns the 
possible execution of an enemy pilot who was shot down. Cast a Giant Shadow tells the 
story of Col. Mickey Marcus who was a World War II veteran of Operation Overlord. He 
goes to fight as the first general of the Israeli Hagenah forces in the war that created the 
nation. After many accomplishments for the fledgling army, he was mistakenly shot and 
killed by a sentry. All the movies are available for rent somewhere and you will find 
them interesting. 
 
Aircraft Carrier Named After Sailor 
Aircraft carriers, “90,000 tons of the policy” as the Navy puts it, are almost all named 
after Presidents.  However, the next aircraft carrier will be named after African-

https://www.military.com/off-duty/2020/02/06/6-great-military-movies-starring-wwii-veteran-kirk-douglas.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/next-u-s-navy-aircraft-carrier-to-be-named-after-african-american-pearl-harbor-hero-doris-miller/?ftag=CNM-00-10aac3a
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American Cook 3rd Class Doris Miller, who displayed exceptional bravery while serving 
in the segregated World War II Navy at Pearl Harbor. Born in Waco Texas, he joined the 
Navy as a messman, then a usual job description for people of color. He served on the 
battleship USS West Virginia which was docked at Pearl Harbor on the morning of 
December 7. As the attack progressed, the ship was hit by Japanese bombs and 
torpedoes and Miller was ordered to the bridge to evacuate the mortally wounded ship’s 
captain. Against the rules, Miller, who had never had gunnery training, took over a 50-
caliber Browning anti-aircraft machine gun and fired on the Japanese airplanes. He also 
helped carry injured sailors to safety. For this he was given a letter of commendation 
and after some controversy President Roosevelt ordered that he be the first African 
American to receive the Navy Cross. He was also awarded the Medal of Honor. And 4 
months after Pearl Harbor, Navy Sec William Franklin Knox announced that black navy 
recruits would be trained in expanded service roles at Great Lakes. Miller became a 
celebrity on speaking tours but in 1943 was killed in action aboard the escort carrier 
Liscome Bay during the Battle of Makin.  HIs statue now stands in his birth-town of 
Waco, Texas. A ceremony in Miller’s honor was held on Martin Luther King Day.  
 
Palo Alto VAMC: First Hospital in the Country to Go 5G 
Over the years VA healthcare has a number of firsts - the first pacemaker, the first liver 
transplant, the first CT scan and the first system-wide Electronic Health Record. Now, 
the Palo Alto VA Medical Center will become the first hospital in the U.S. to make use of 
5G technology. VA Secretary Robert Wilkie announced it at the National Press Club on 
February 6. There has been considerable discussion about how the enhanced capacity 
and speed of 5G ultra-wideband technology will provide more comprehensive electronic 
data and images in every field. In surgery, detailed images of a patient’s anatomy with 
very clear resolution and therefore reliable tele-surgery services will be an important 
advance. During surgery, doctors will be able to consult with expert surgeons anywhere 
in the country.  Both surgeons and consultants will be able to get a look below the skin 
before the first incision is made. Five G’s higher resolution will also help bring medical 
services to rural areas.  VA has been a pioneer in telehealth in any case and last year 
over 900,000 veterans used the services, a 17% increase from the previous year. 
 
Thirty-Eight Military Hospitals Stop Treating Families and Retirees 
The watchword for the military health system is “readiness”, while the VA focuses more 
on long-term and chronic care. However, military healthcare facilities treat retirees and 
families as well as active duty military.  This presents somewhat of a dilemma for health 
care and recently there has been a renewed emphasis on readiness by military 
healthcare.  This month, Lieut. Gen. Ronald Pace, director of the Defense Health 
Agency, sent out a memo that military families and retirees receiving care at 38 military 
hospitals will be forced to go off base using their Tricare insurance. The details of the 
plan’s execution are unclear but it is part of the overall consolidation of military 
healthcare for readiness.  
 
 
One-Hundred-Year-Old Tuskegee Airman Does the Superbowl Coin Flip 
Tuskegee airman Charles McGee flew 36 combat missions in World War II and then 
more as a Colonel flying in Korea and Vietnam. In Listserv #38 (December 2019), we 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/01/19/doris-miller-pearl-harbor/
https://apple.news/AttDwZCYSQuaQwX0RmQjFwA
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/01/19/doris-miller-pearl-harbor/
https://www.navytimes.com/military-honor/salute-veterans/2019/11/01/how-dorie-millers-bravery-helped-fight-bigotry-in-the-navy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/01/19/doris-miller-pearl-harbor/
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/02/06/vas-palo-alto-facility-be-first-hospital-us-maybe-world-go-5g-wilkie.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/02/07/more-3-dozen-military-hospitals-stop-treating-retirees-families-memo-shows.html
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describe how he flew a plane on his hundredth birthday. But, McGee had more to go. At 
the Super Bowl his next duty was to handle the opening coin flip along with a general 
celebration of the military and veterans during this event. McGee joined three other 
centenarian World War II veterans in an emotional tribute. On the following Tuesday, at 
the State of the Union Address, the President officially promoted him to Brigadier 
General with his great-grandson standing beside him. All most well deserved. 
 
Veterans and STEM 
On February 11, President Trump put his signature on a bipartisan Bill to help veterans 
get into careers in “STEM” – science, technology, engineering and mathematics. With 
the strong support of many high-tech industries, the law directs federal agencies, in 
particular the National Science Foundation, to help veterans find jobs using these skills.  
The modern military is a major center of high-tech expertise. According to Sen. Marco 
Rubio, who introduced the Bill, “We have a lot of veterans with pre-existing knowledge 
in these fields, maybe even worked with some of the most complicated machines in the 
world. It seems like a natural fit to push that forward.” For veterans to utilize the skills is 
to their considerable benefit and a return on investment of the training and education 
we give them in the military and via the G.I. Bill. It can considerably enhance the 
country’s high-tech stance. This leveraging of talent makes a lot more sense than some 
of the other educational programs that veterans fall into through the G.I. Bill.  
 
Navajo Code Talker Dies 
One of the last of the Navajo code talkers, medicine man Joe Vandever Sr., died at 96 on 
January 31 in Haystack New Mexico. Tribal leaders called him a “great warrior” and 
“compassionate family man” and asked Navajos to keep his spirit and family in their 
prayers. He was one of several hundred Navajos who enlisted in the Marines in Santa Fe 
in March 1943. They transmitted messages in a code based on the little-known Navajo 
language.  After World War II Vendever worked for an oil company and as a mining 
prospect 
 
The Listserv is available as an archive on the Georgetown University Library website 
under the title “Veterans Interest Newsletters”. 
 
Joel Kupersmith, M.D. 
Director, Georgetown University Veterans Initiatives 
Professor of Medicine 
 

Stats Section 
 

Distribution of Veterans’ Age Over the Years 

%5BMilitary%20Treatment%20Facilities%20(MFTs%20as%20they%20are%20called)
https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-air-force/2020/02/06/at-state-of-the-union-a-generals-star-for-a-tuskegee-airman-and-a-glimpse-at-the-future/?utm_expid=.jFR93cgdTFyMrWXdYEtvgA.1&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F#jwvideo
https://fox40.com/2020/02/11/president-trump-signs-bill-into-law-supporting-veterans-in-stem-careers/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obituaries/navajo-code-talker-dies-at-96-less-than-a-handful-remain/2020/01/31/558c8564-445e-11ea-99c7-1dfd4241a2fe_story.html
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handle/10822/1050313
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Projected age distribution of veterans in 2015, 2025, 2035 and 2045. The prediction is that the total 
veteran population will decline from 20.8 million in 2015 to 12.0 million in 2045 and ages will be more 

evenly distributed. From VA. 
 

VA Expenditures 2018 
VA Expenditures FY2018 ($000s) 

Total Expenditure 180,603,861 
Compensation and Pension 82,776,199 
Medical Care  71,303,325 
Construction 1,177,282 
Educ., Voc. Rehab. & Employment 13,176,384 
Loan Guarantees 1,189,448 
General Operating Expenses 9,512,996 
Insurance and Indemnities  1,466,227 

Veteran and VA Patient Numbers  
Veteran Population 19,506,946 
Unique Patients 6,115,733 

                      From VA 
 

https://www.va.gov/vetdata/docs/Demographics/VetPop_Infographic_2019.pdf
https://www.va.gov/vetdata/Expenditures.asp
https://www.va.gov/vetdata/Expenditures.asp

