
The Mortara Center for International Studies

Annual Report 2018-2019



TABLE OF CONTENTS
Letter from the Director           1
About the Center     2
Mission Statement            3
The Year in Summary    4
Mortara Distinguished Professor  6
Faculty Research Support   8 
Research Seminars    12
Student Research Support   16
Events       18
In the News      20
The Mortara Building    21
Faculty and Staff     22



Letter from the Director

Dear Friends of the Mortara Center,

Over the past year, the Mortara Center has continued to promote and energize faculty 
and student research at the School of Foreign Service. Focusing on pressing global 
problems from climate change to �nancial crisis to mitigating violence in post-con�ict 
states, the Center has hosted hundreds of events, convened working groups, and 
supported deep student mentorship experiences through the Mortara Undergraduate 
Research Fellowship program.

For the 2018-2019 report, let me draw your attention to two 
exceptional programs, which exemplify the extraordinary work happening at Mortara 
and the School. 

�e Center kicked o� a new program on Rebalancing Globalization. Co-directed by 
Professor Kathleen McNamara and myself, this e�ort seeks to rethink our 
understanding of international political economy and the purpose of global market 
integration. �e goal of the program is to prioritize outcomes over process; human 
values and prosperity over market liberalization. To begin this e�ort, the Center held a 
high-level academic conference. Over the next several years the Center will push 
forward this agenda, as it helps to start a national conversation on how best to 
guarantee that globalization delivers for all Americans.

We also continued our work through the Mortara Faculty Fellows. �e program builds 
an interdisciplinary group of nine faculty to conduct research on two clusters: 
globalization and disorder and social strati�cation. �e aim of the program is to 
leverage the immense expertise in the school and catalyze synergies among the faculty. 
�e Center won a Carnegie Foundation Bridging the Gap grant to fully fund the 
program and integrate much needed outreach and training for the fellows. In this 
multiyear e�ort, SFS faculty and students are working daily to help our country and 
the world grapple with these complex problems.

I hope that you will come to the next Mortara event and be inspired by the breadth of 
international studies at Georgetown.

Sincerely,

Abraham Newman
Director, Mortara Center for International Studies
Professor, Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service �e Mortara Center | 1  



ABOUT THE CENTER

Officially opened in January 
2003, the Mortara Center for 
International Studies was 
founded through the 
generosity of the late 
Mr. Michael P. Mortara, his wife, 
Mrs. Virginia Mortara, and 
friends and colleagues.

The Mortara family envisioned 
a center of scholarly inquiry at 
the School of Foreign Service 
that would embody the 
mission of the School and its 
focus on the intersection of 
theory and practice in 
international affairs. 
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MISSION STATEMENT

Officially opened in January 
2003, the Mortara Center for 
International Studies was 
founded through the 
generosity of the late 
Mr. Michael P. Mortara, his wife, 
Mrs. Virginia Mortara, and 
friends and colleagues.

The Mortara family envisioned 
a center of scholarly inquiry at 
the School of Foreign Service 
that would embody the 
mission of the School and its 
focus on the intersection of 
theory and practice in 
international affairs. 

To realize this mission, the Center: 

•  organizes and cosponsors 
 lectures, workshops and 
 conferences 
•  provides support for research   
 and publications 
•  generates communities of 
 research 

The Mortara Center for International 
Studies seeks to advance scholarship 

and inform policy by combining the 
expertise of scholars and experience of 

international affairs practitioners to 
illuminate the fundamental forces - 

political, economic and cultural - that 
shape international relations. 
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THE YEAR IN SUMMARY

RESEARCH LIFE CYCLE

64
Resesarch Seminars

3
Book Launches

1
Faculty Book 

Workshop
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80
Students in INAF 630

61
Guest Speakers

50 + 
Affiliated Faculty

THE YEAR IN SUMMARY

STAKEHOLDERS

1 Visiting Researcher

9 Faculty Fellows

17 Student Research 
Fellows
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MORTARA DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR

MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT

In 2018-2019, 
Mortara Distinguished 
Professor and former  
Secretary  of  State  
Madeleine  K.  Albright 
taught America’s 
National Security 
Toolbox to both 
graduates and 
undergraduates.
 
Students participated 
in  dynamic  role-play  
exercises  that  
culminated  in  day 
long simulations at the 
Mortara Center. 

During  this  annual  tradition,  students  portray  US  
foreign  policy  actors,  representatives  from  
nation-states around the world, and leaders of 
international organizations   and   NGOs   grappling   
with   an  emergent  international  crisis. 
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This  year’s  scenario focused on the India and Paki-
stan conflict, with students responsible for 
constructing regional and international responses to 
manage the situation. With  direct  interaction  with  
Secretary  Albright, students gained an understanding 
of the process of real world decision making, global 
governance, and the “tools” used at the highest levels 
of government.
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FACULTY RESEARCH SUPPORT

The Mortara Center supports the entire research life cycle - from 
preliminary brainstorming, through the presentation of rough 

drafts in workshops, to the unveiling of published books. Such 
activities help to develop “thought communities” between faculty 
and students on campus and promote interaction with scholars, 

practitioners, and experts outside of Georgetown.

MORTARA FACULTY FELLOWS
The Mortara Faculty Fellows focuses on spurring 
research among nine Georgetown faculty, while at the 
same time building the team’s capacity to share that 
work with the broader policy world. This year, the team 
worked on forging connections with each other, finding 
shared research topics, and building collaborative 
research agendas. At the same time, the group engaged 
in a series of skill-building exercises to expand their 
ability to bridge the gap between research and policy.

This year, the Faculty Fellow group met five times for 
workshops under the new  “Bridging the Gap” initiative, 
a series of workshops supported by the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York.

The Mortara Center continued to 
support research by hosting 
workshops to develop faculty 
publication projects. In December 
2018, in sponsorship with Brown 
University’s Watson Center, 
Mortara hosted a manuscript 
workshop for Professor Raj
Veeraraghavan. 
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FACULTY RESEARCH SUPPORT

“Bridging the Gap” Workshops
In AY18-19, the Mortara Faculty Fellows met regularly as a group 
as well as in smaller working sections.The primary initiative of 
these workshops was to train the participants on translating 
research findings into a range of dissemination outlets, such as 
social media posts, policy briefs and editorials, with particular 
emphasis on influencing policy circles. The Mortara Center 
focused skills workshops on three tasks. First, the Mortara Center 
worked with team members to develop and improve individual 
webpages. Second, the Center held a workshop focused on writ-
ing op-eds with presentations by Vanessa Lide from ISD and 
Professor Elizabeth Saunders, a co-editor of the Monkey Cage. 
Third, the Mortara Center held a skills workshop exploring how to 
use social media to promote and share 
academic research. This included presentations by McKenzie 
Stough, Director of Digital Engagement at Georgetown 
University, and Professor Dan Nexon.
A total of eighteen academic 
research products and nine policy 
-relevant pieces were published in 
AY2018-2019 by members of the 
Mortara Faculty Fellows. Research by 
the Interdisciplinary research team 
was picked up by a number of 
high-profile outlets. Work by Abraham 
Newman was featured in The 
Economist and Financial Times. Work 
by Emily Mendenhall was 
featured in The Lancet. Work by 
David Edelstein was featured in The 
Texas National Security Review.
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FACULTY RESEARCH SUPPORT

BOOK LAUNCHES
The Mortara Center sponsored three book launch 
events in the 2018-2019 academic year. By inviting 

authors to discuss their work and methods of 
research, the Mortara Center helps celebrate the 

end of the research cycle, publication, with a 
broader community audience. Book launches 

included:

9/5/2018
Author: Abraham Newman
Title: Voluntary Disruptions: International 
Soft Law, Finance, and Power 
Description: Voluntary Disruptions argues 
that international soft law is deeply 
political, shaping the winners and losers
 of globalization. Rethinking scholarly and 
policy approaches to international soft 
law, this volume answers enduring and 
pressing questions about global finance, 
InternationalRelations, and power.”
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FACULTY RESEARCH SUPPORT

10/12/2018
Author: Victor Cha
Title: The Impossible State: North Korea, 
Past and Future
Description: Dr. Cha's updated edition of 
The Impossible State provides "our best 
look yet at its history and the rise of the Kim 
family dynasty and the obsessive personali-
ty cult that empowers them, illuminates the 
repressive regime’s complex economy and 
culture … and analyzes the regime’s major 
security issues."

1/28/2019 
Author: John Tutino
Title: Mexico City, 1808: Power,
Sovereignty, and Silver in an Age of War 
and Revolution
Description: Mexico City, presents 
Tutino’s vision of the political violence and 
social conflicts that led to the fall of silver 
capitalism and Mexican independence in 
1821.

�e Mortara Center | 11  



RESEARCH SEMINARS

During the 2018-2019 academic year, the Mortara Center 
supported the CRITICS, GUITARS, Energy and Climate Policy, 
International History, and Political Economy research seminars. 
Directly addressing the Center’s core mission, these working 
groups fostered intellectual exchange and scholarly research in 
some of the key academic disciplines of the School of Foreign 
Service. The research seminars unite faculty and students in 
communities of research. The Mortara Center thanks the 
Government Department, History Department, and the McCourt 
School of Public Policy for their partnerships on these seminars.

March 20, 2019. 
Barbara Finamore. 
Presentation: “Will 
China Save the 
Planet?” EPS.

February 4, 2019. Paul 
Musgrave. GUITARS. 
Presentation of paper: 
“Federation of Liberty: 
International 
Society and 
Hierarchy Among the 
United States”
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RESEARCH SEMINARS

CRITICS
The Current Research on Issues and Topics in 

Comparative Scholarship series (CRITICS) met ten 
times throughout the year, under the guidance of 

co-chairs Marko Klasjna and Diana Kim, to discuss  
work-in-progress papers with visiting speakers. 

GUITARS
Chaired by Mortara Center Director, Abraham Newman, 

The Georgetown University International Theory and 
Research Seminar series (GUITARS) gathered 

approximately five times per semester to discuss 
in-progress international politics research of 

Georgetown faculty and visiting scholars. 
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RESEARCH SEMINARS

ENERGY AND CLIMATE POLICY RESEARCH SEMINAR
Cosponsored by the Mortara Center and McCourt School of 
Public Policy, the Energy and Climate Policy Research 
Seminar held eight seminar meetings. This seminar series, 
led collaboratively by SFS Professors Joanna Lewis and 
McCourt Professor Raphael Calel, aims to enhance 
intellectual exchange among faculty and students whose 
research focuses on the international and domestic 
dimensions of energy and climate change policy.

POLITICAL ECONOMY SEMINAR
The Political Economy Seminar brings together Georgetown 
faculty from various disciplines to discuss current-day 
economic and trade issues in informal sessions over lunch. 
Run by professors Ifran Nooruddin and Nita Rudra, the 
faculty working group met fourteen times over the course of 
the academic year to workshop papers in progress.

INTERNATIONAL HISTORY SEMINAR
The International History Seminar, convened by Professors 
Aviel Roshwald, LT Toshihiro, and John McNeill, brought 
scholars from across the country to present working papers 
and discuss research with Georgetown faculty and students 
six times this year. The series is co-sponsored by the 
Georgetown Institute for Global History. 
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RESEARCH SEMINARS

The Visiting Researchers program at Georgetown University 
welcomes scholars seeking to engage with Georgetown faculty and 
use Georgetown University resources for research purposes. The 
University extends its resources on a selective basis in the spirit of 
institutional collegiality to foster the further development of 
knowledge. The Mortara Center for International Studies has hosted 
nearly twenty senior and junior scholars from across the globe over 
the last fifteen years. During the 2018-2019 academic year, Mortara 
Center hosted one visiting researcher from China.

Suixin Fu
Fu Suixin is an assistant research fellow at the China Institute of 
International Studies in Beijing. He received a PhD in American Politics 
from the Graduate School of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and 
also holds a MA in American History and a BS in Computer Science. His 
research focuses on American party 
politics, democracy and social changes. 
He is also interested in China-US 
relations, quantitative research methods 
and machine learning. His project at 
Georgetown was funded by the China 
Scholarship Council as well as the 
National Social Science Fund of China. 

During his time as a visiting researcher 
at Georgetown, he explored topics 
including anti-globalization, populism, 
nationalism and polarization in the 
United States, which make up the main 
content of his expected book.

Post-Doctoral Fellow and Visiting 
Faculty 

�e Mortara Center | 15  



STUDENT RESEARCH SUPPORT

Now in its eighth year, a very select group of 17 students from the 
SFS were chosen to partner with professors as research assis-
tants throughout their undergraduate career. This unique four-year 
research apprenticeship program empowers students as produc-
ers, not just consumers, of knowledge. MURFs emerge from the 
program with the advanced research skills needed for post-gradu-
ate careers in research (academia or private sector); as well as, 
in-depth knowledge in their chosen research area. As part of the
University’s commitment to undergraduate research, this program 
is sponsored by the Mortara Center and the SFS Dean’s Office.

Mortara Undergraudate Research 
Fellows

MURFs Research 
Symposium
On April 9th, 2019, 
the senior and 
sophomore 
Mortara 
Undergraduate 
Research Fellows 
presented their 
research at the 
annual MURF 
Symposium.
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The Visiting Researchers program at Georgetown University 
welcomes scholars seeking to engage with Georgetown faculty and 
use Georgetown University resources for research purposes. The 
University extends its resources on a selective basis in the spirit of 
institutional collegiality to foster the further development of 
knowledge. The Mortara Center for International Studies has hosted 
nearly twenty senior and junior scholars from across the globe over 
the last fifteen years. During the 2018-2019 academic year, Mortara 
Center hosted one visiting researcher from China.

Suixin Fu
Fu Suixin is an assistant research fellow at the China Institute of 
International Studies in Beijing. He received a PhD in American Politics 
from the Graduate School of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and 
also holds a MA in American History and a BS in Computer Science. His 
research focuses on American party 
politics, democracy and social changes. 
He is also interested in China-US 
relations, quantitative research methods 
and machine learning. His project at 
Georgetown was funded by the China 
Scholarship Council as well as the 
National Social Science Fund of China. 

During his time as a visiting researcher 
at Georgetown, he explored topics 
including anti-globalization, populism, 
nationalism and polarization in the 
United States, which make up the main 
content of his expected book.

STUDENT RESEARCH SUPPORT

The Eighth Annual Walsh Exchange was held on April 5th and 6th, 2019. 
The conference brought in nine participants from across North America 
to discuss their original research into critical issues in international 
relations, furthering the Walsh Exchange's mission of promoting under-
graduate involvement in IR research. Presentations discussed topics 
ranging from propaganda about healthcare in Cuba to China's role in the 
Indian Ocean to nuclear weapons and strategy, reflecting the wide 
breadth that makes the Walsh Exchange distinctive. A conference 
highlight included the keynote speech from Ambassador Jeffrey 
DeLaurentis, former chargé d'affaires at the US Embassy in Havana, 
Cuba. Ambassador DeLaurentis's remarks touched on his experience in 
Cuba and showed participants how the research they discussed can 
influence policy. Overall, the conference, attended by 30 students, 
professors, and other members of the Georgetown community, was a 
great success, and we look forward to the 9th Annual Walsh Exchange 
next year.

The Walsh Exchange 
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Ambassador Jeffrey 
DeLaurentis provides keynote 
remarks on his role in 
US-Cuba relations to the 
Walsh Exchange.

The Steering Committee 
celebrates the successful 
conclusion of the 8th Annual 
Walsh Exchange.



EVENTS

In the academic year 2018-2019, the Mortara Center 
continued its tradition of offering talks by distinguished 

scholars, authors, dignitaries, and practitioners in the field of 
international studies.

Remapping IR, cosponsored by the Department of Government, is a series 
highlighting diverse approaches to the study of International Relations. This 
multi-year series of events and programs intends to showcase the diversity 
of cutting-edge approaches that exist to understand global politics. At the 
same time, it intends to broaden the intellectual discussion on who, how and 
what matters in international affairs. On February 8th, 2019,  the Mortara 
Center, in sponsorship with the Roosevelt Institute, held an intimate 
workshop under the banner of Rebalancing Globalization. The workshop is 
the first instalment in a broader effort to rethink the fundamentals of 
international political economy scholarship.

Remapping International Relations
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EVENTS

LEPGOLD BOOK PRIZE
The 2018 Lepgold Book Prize was awarded to Professor Jonathan Ren-
shon (University of Wisconsin-Madison) for his book Fighting for Status: 
Hierarchy and Conflict in World Politics (Princeton University Press, 2017). 
Renshon’s book highlights that status or standing in the international 
system is a critical element in world politics.

The Georgetown University Lepgold Book Prize honors Joseph S. 
Lepgold, a Georgetown University Government and School of Foreign 
Service professor who died in a tragic hotel fire in Paris in December 
2001. The prize honors exceptional contributions to the study of 
international relations, with particular emphasis on the resolution of 
critical policy challenges, published each calendar year.
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IN THE NEWS

The Mortara Center hosted two “In The News: Brexit” events in AY18-19. 
“In the News” sessions focus on bringing world class academics to reflect 
on and make sense of pressing world challenges for the broader George-
town, DC, and policy community. Given world events, the two sessions 
focused on the evolving and complex politics involving Brexit, the political 
turmoil in the United Kingdom, and the obstacles that prevented former 
Prime Minister Theresa May from securing a deal to leave the European 
Union. 

The Mortara Center’s ‘In the News’ series highlights speakers 
from both academia and the policy sector to discuss different 

sides of current world events.
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THE MORTARA BUILDING

Michael P. Mortara 
A 1971 graduate of 
Georgetown’s School of 
Foreign Service, Michael 
Mortara was a dedicated 
volunteer leader, as 
evidenced by his many 
commitments to the 
School’s Board of Visitors, 
the Third Century Cam-
paign Steering Committee, 
and the board of the Wall 
Street Alliance, of which he 
was a founding member. 
Just months before his 
tragic death, Michael Mor-
tara began his service on 
the University’s Board of 
Directors.

Home to the Mortara Center for International Studies, as well 
as the Center for Security Studies, the Mortara Building 
features a beautiful and high tech conference room, small 
group meeting space and faculty and staff offices. It serves 
as one of the main event spaces on campus, hosting over 
300 events each academic year. A highly valuable resource, 
the conference room space in the Mortara Building brings 
the Mortara’s vision to fruition by convening academics and 
policy makers for meetings, interactive workshops, and 
distinguished events from across the University.
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FACULTY AND STAFF

Madeleine K. Albright, Endowed Chair, Michael and Virginia Mortara 
Distinguished Professor in the Practice of Diplomacy 

Abraham Newman, Director of Mortara Center and Professor, School 
of Foreign Service and Department of Government 

Kathleen McNamara, Professor, School of Foreign Service and 
Department of Government

Moira Todd, Assistant Director, 2013-2019 (Spring) 

Dymond Cooper, Interim Staff

Jenna Zabarah, Assistant Director

Alex Phelan, Events and Communications Coordinator 

Mortara Faculty Fellows: Fida Adely, Charlotte Cavaille, Marko 
Klasnja, Emily Mendenhall, Abraham Newman, Lahra Smith, 
Marwa Daoudy, David M. Edelstein, Diana Kim, Yuhki Tajima

Mortara Undergraduate Research Fellows: Meghna Sinha, 
Schuyler Colloredo-Mansfeld, Signe Stroming, Arjun Mehrotra, 
Emma Rhodes, Saisha Mediratta, Adam Potter, Fiona Singer, 
Nicole Ruggiero, Jonathon Marek, Ricardo Flores, Harsh Dubey, 
Paul Castaybert, Khai Nguyen, Noor Takkar, Jack Resnick, 
Sabrina Hernanadez, Ray McCormick, Adam Shaham

Albright Teaching Assistants: Charles Besnard, Katarina O’Regan, 
Alexis Tercero-Chacón

Student Assistants: Delphi Cleaveland, Daniel Shlayen, Kevin 
Pollack, Rebecca Twaalfhoven, Marc Pitrois, Lev Sugarman, Sofia 
Sulikowski, Sophie Jacobson
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Mortara Center for 
International Studies

3600 N Street, NW
Washington, DC 20057
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Mortara Center for 
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