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Veterans Studies Interest Group Listserv 

Issue #42 May 2020  
 
The Veteran’s Creed 
1. I am an American Veteran  
2. I proudly served my country 
3. I live the values I learned in the military 
4. I continue to serve my community, my country and my fellow veterans 
5. I maintain my physical and mental discipline 
6. I continue to lead and improve 
7. I make a difference 
8. I honor and remember my fallen comrades 
 
This month’s Listserv includes COVID-19 at Veterans Homes; VA and the Pandemic; 
Victory-in-Europe Day; Arlington Cemetery Time Capsule; Memorial Day in the Era of 
Coronavirus; and, Legislation for Student Veterans 
 
COVID-19 at Veterans Homes 
“The whole place is sick now” said the spouse of a veteran who died in a New Jersey 
Soldier’s Home 
A most preventable and profound tragedy of the COVID-19 pandemic is the high death 
rate among veterans and others in nursing homes. From the first days of the pandemic 
in the U.S. it has been clear that nursing home residents are at considerably increased 
risk and they comprise over 40% of U.S. coronavirus deaths. In many regions, veterans’ 
homes have been particularly hard hit.  
New Jersey is one of these regions. The New Jersey Veterans Home in Paramus, a 
suburb of New York, had 76 deaths as of May 14th with a total of 191 confirmed  cases 
and 25 pending out of a total of 206 residents..  One in five staff members contracted 
COVID-19 illness and there was one death. As the son of one of the victims, himself an 
army veteran said, “It is like a mass shooting.” Thirty-five miles away, In the Menlo Park 
NJ veterans home,  168 residents contracted coronavirus with 58 dying out of 186 
residents. Again, about one in five employees had confirmed COVID-19. New Jersey's 
Director of the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs Mark Piterski, a retired 
army Brigadier General who oversaw these homes and had intended to run for 
Congress, resigned. He said that he had repeatedly asked for help . 
In Massachusetts, the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke had 70 deaths from coronavirus and 
there were 26 deaths at the Veterans Home in Chelsea as of April 27th.  Employees of 
this home had notified local media about alleged “grim circumstances” in the facility. 
Other states have also had problems in veterans’ homes with reports of high mortality 
and stonewalling in Pennsylvania and Alabama.    
State run veterans nursing homes receive partial funding from the federal and state 
government with oversight at both levels. Both the NJ and MA Attorney Generals have 
started investigations to examine not only what happened just now but also the possible 
shoddy care that might have led up to it. Some homes themselves have begun to take 
measures such as adding staff and protective equipment and Massachusetts Governor 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/10/nyregion/new-jersey-military-veterans-home.html?referringSource=articleShare
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https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/28/us/massachusetts-veterans-home-deaths/index.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/southeastern-veterans-center-coronavirus-chester-county-covid-20200425.html
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/coronavirus-california-nursing-homes/2020/05/15/3ee889f0-8f1f-11ea-8766-be26783ae337_story.html
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Charlie Baker announced $130 million in additional funding for them. It has been a 
defining moment for our elderly, and one hopes it won’t be forgotten. 
And there is a model of what can be done with very elemental measures. In California, 
amidst catastrophic care in civilian nursing homes, there is a shining example for 
veterans.  Up to May 10th, of the 2100 veterans in California veterans’ homes, only 3 
residents contracted coronavirus with 2 deaths - one veteran in his 90s and the other 
and his 80s. According to many observers, these results are due to efforts of Dr. Vito 
Imbasciani, the Secretary of the California Department of Veterans Affairs, who runs the 
facilities and demonstrated what should have been done everywhere. Dr. Imbasciani 
had served in the Army Medical Corps and descends from World War I and World War 
II veterans. He attained the results by sticking to basics: isolation for those infected, 
PPE, and for staffers testing, temperature taking, and sheltering at home with 
symptoms. All staffers wear masks as do the residents when not in their rooms and 
social distancing is required. The staff delivers meals to the residents’ rooms,  reminding 
one veteran of World War II rationing, But it worked. 
 
VA and the Pandemic 
As of May 17th, VA has had 1,934 active cases of COVID-19 disease, 9,101 convalescent 
cases and 1005 deaths out of 143,876 test performed.  New York and New Orleans 
topped the list of case numbers and 17 medical centers recorded at least 100 coronavirus 
cases. VA now has a 3-phase plan to reopen full service at medical centers. Phase 1 
includes face-to-face appointments and elective surgery which is already underway in 
some locations. VA’s procedures for visiting patients at VA hospitals are here. 
There is still discussion about VA employees. At last count, VA reported 1,293 employee 
cases of COVID-19 infection (previously thought to be higher) and there have been 30 
deaths. VA officials also noted that the infection rate among VA employees was less than 
1%, compared to higher levels at other hospitals.  
VA has now acknowledged that it had deficiencies in PPE but there are bright spots. 
Among these is the gesture of goodwill by South Korea's Ministry of Patriots and 
Veterans Affairs who donated 500,000 protective masks to the VA. The gift was linked 
to the “noble sacrifice made 70 years ago by the American veterans of the Korean 
War.” Said Minister Sam-duck Park “These masks symbolize our countries’ 
alliance and the appreciation of the Korean people who have never forgotten the 
American veterans’ service and sacrifice . We are always grateful for them.” 
Sometimes called the “forgotten war”, the Korean engagement was not forgotten over 
there.  
In addition, the governor of New Hampshire provided VA with masks sent from 
Shanghai China. The masks came after a request from VA Sec. Wilkie and the delivery 
was in part mediated by the inventor Dean Kamen who has collaborated with the VA on 
a number of projects. During my time as director of VA research, we studied Kamen’s 
groundbreaking “DEKA” upper arm prosthesis in one of these collaborations. 
 
Victory-in-Europe Day  
We just passed one of the last landmark dates of World War II – the 75th anniversary of 
Victory-in-Europe (VE) Day on May 8th. In the waning days of the war, Adolf Hitler 
committed suicide on April 30, 1945 and on the next day his successor Joseph Goebbels 
and his wife also committed suicide and murdered their family. Karl Donitz, the 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/04/27/nation/coronavirus-boston-massachusetts-april-27/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/coronavirus-california-nursing-homes/2020/05/15/3ee889f0-8f1f-11ea-8766-be26783ae337_story.html
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-05-10/coronavirus-california-veterans-safe-homes
https://www.accesstocare.va.gov/Healthcare/COVID19NationalSummary
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/n-coronavirus/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2020/04/24/veterans-affairs-records-400th-death-from-coronavirus/
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/veterans-affairs/2020/05/va-data-sheds-new-light-on-health-employees-with-coronavirus/
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/72615/vas-recommendations-help-slow-covid-19-virus/
https://thehill.com/policy/defense/494610-va-under-fire-as-coronavirus-infections-among-veterans-staff-surge
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/veterans-affairs/2020/05/va-data-sheds-new-light-on-health-employees-with-coronavirus/
https://thehill.com/policy/defense/494610-va-under-fire-as-coronavirus-infections-among-veterans-staff-surge
https://www.accesstocare.va.gov/pdf/covid19/VA%20Employee%20Deaths.pdf
https://thehill.com/policy/defense/494610-va-under-fire-as-coronavirus-infections-among-veterans-staff-surge
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https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2020/05/12/veterans-affairs-leaders-receive-500000-protective-masks-from-south-korea-to-counter-coronavirus-shortages/
https://www.nbcboston.com/news/coronavirus/another-huge-ppe-shipment-is-being-flown-to-nh-for-hospitals/2116352/
https://www.nbcboston.com/news/coronavirus/another-huge-ppe-shipment-is-being-flown-to-nh-for-hospitals/2116352/
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Supreme Commander of the Navy then became Reichprasident. On May 7, 1945. he 
ordered Gen. Alfred Jodl to surrender unconditionally to the allies at their headquarters 
in Reims France. The Soviet Union called for a 2nd  surrender in Berlin (which they had 
entered) on May 8th and this day was then declared VE-Day. At the time of the 
surrender, German forces still occupied parts of The Netherlands, Denmark, Norway 
and Czechoslovakia and were fighting Russian troops in Eastern Europe. In Asia, the 
Battle of Okinawa was raging.   
Reichspresident Donitz lasted in the position until May 23rd when the Allies dissolved 
the government, Ultimately, he was convicted of war crimes at the Nuremberg trials and 
sentenced to 10 years in prison. General  Jodl was also convicted at Nuremberg but he 
was hanged in 1946. In 1953 a German court pardoned him posthumously, but it was 
quickly overturned. 
After the surrender, celebrations of the VE-Day quickly erupted over the world. As we 
now enviously look through the prism of coronavirus isolation, large crowds amassed in 
Trafalgar Square in London and NY’s Times Square. King George VI, Queen Elizabeth, 
their daughters the future Princess Margaret and Queen Elizabeth and Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill addressed the crowds who sang “For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow”. In 
one of his many famous quotes, Churchill said  “We may allow ourselves a brief period 
of rejoicing but let us not forget for a moment the toil and efforts that lie ahead.” That is 
to finish the war with Japan. 
In the United States the recently inaugurated President Harry S. Truman (coincidentally 
on his 61st birthday) dedicated the victory to Franklin Delano Roosevelt who had died 
on April 12. 
Many countries consider the day an official holiday. This year, of course, celebrations 
were muted. UK residents fell silent at 11:00 o'clock BST in memoriam of those who 
served in World War II and Prime Minister Boris Johnson lit a candle at Westminster 
Abbey. The government encouraged citizens to visit relevant museums online. In the 
U.S, President Trump delivered a message of remembrance for the greatest generation 
and there were scattered recollections. 

Then and Now 

 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-you-need-to-know-about-ve-day
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/05/07/nazi-germany-surrenders-may-7-1945-568948
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/05/07/nazi-germany-surrenders-may-7-1945-568948
https://trialinternational.org/latest-post/karl-doenitz/
https://trialinternational.org/latest-post/alfred-jodl/
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-you-need-to-know-about-ve-day
https://www.aarp.org/politics-society/history/info-2020/ve-day-wwii-europe.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52568143
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/08/europe/ve-day-celebrations-explainer-gbr-scli-intl/index.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/presidential-message-75th-anniversary-victory-europe-day/
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Famous VE-Day photo in Times Square 1945 (above) and Times Square now (below) (NY Times )  

 
Arlington Cemetery Time Capsule 

Led by Conservator Kaitlyn Smith, the staff at Arlington Memorial Hospital excitedly 
opened the time capsule which had been put in place in 1915 and contained a treasure 
trove of information from that era. Among the artifacts discovered was a signed 
photograph of Woodrow Wilson, who had helped lay the original cornerstone in which 
the capsule had been placed, and copies of Washington's 4 newspapers (the Post, Times, 
Star and Herald). Although the U.S. was not yet in World War I, one lead story was the 
bloody Battle of Loos in Europe. Another was a White House party for Wilson’s future 
wife, Edith Bolling Gault. There was a flag with 46 stars, although there had been 48 
states since 1912 (oops).  
Artifacts also included a guide to the 1915 49th “encampment” of thousands of Civil War 
veterans near the U.S. Capitol. The Grand Army of the Republic, a large Veteran Service 
Organization of that era, organized the event which marked the 50th anniversary of the 
end of the Civil War and ran from September 27th to October 2nd. President Wilson 
honored the group but pointedly said nothing about freeing the nation from slavery. In 
the years soon after this time capsule was buried, the U.S. entered World War I and the 
influenza epidemics raged. Plans are afoot for a new time capsule to be opened in 2120.  
 
Memorial Day in the Era of Coronavirus  
The VA has announced that its 142 national cemeteries will be open to the public with 
various coronavirus-related stipulations.  Visitors can place flowers or flags at the 
graveside of loved ones provided that gatherings are modest in size or of close families. 
There will be none of  the usual large-scale commemorative events. The VA has also 
cancelled the tradition of Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts placing small American flags at the 
graves of veterans. Each VA Cemetery will conduct a brief wreath laying ceremony, 
including a moment of silence and the playing of Taps. 
Arlington National Cemetery, which is under Army jurisdiction, remains closed to the 
public although family pass holders may access grave sites but cannot congregate in 

https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-controversy-surrounding-alfred-eisenstaedts-iconic-photo-v-j-day-kiss
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/03/23/world/coronavirus-great-empty.html
https://www.stripes.com/news/us/arlington-cemetery-time-capsule-reveals-1915-newspapers-civil-war-veterans-memorabilia-and-other-lost-treasures-1.629537
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2020/05/13/va-cemeteries-will-open-to-the-public-on-memorial-day-but-wreath-laying-ceremonies-will-be-closed/
https://www.foxnews.com/us/boy-scouts-banned-memorial-day-coronavirus-veterans
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2020/05/13/va-cemeteries-will-open-to-the-public-on-memorial-day-but-wreath-laying-ceremonies-will-be-closed/
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groups of 10 or more and are expected to wear face masks. In past years the President or 
Vice President had led wreath laying ceremonies at Arlington, but the event is another 
forfeiture to coronavirus.  
The Veteran Service Organization, AmVets has organized a motorcycle rally of 22 miles 
in length to commemorate the statistic that 22 veterans die of suicide each day. Another 
motorcycle event that had been scheduled to replace Rolling Thunder was cancelled. 
Over the country, localities and states are discussing celebrations and opening of 
businesses that would like to emerge from their shutters. 
 
Legislation for Student Veterans 
On April 28j, Congress passed and the president signed the Student Veteran 
Coronavirus Response Act (PL 116-140), special legislation to help student veterans 
whose GI Bill  might face the consequences of the pandemic. The students will continue 
to get work-study paychecks, housing and other benefit payments. Their GI bill 
eligibility will not be changed because of classes they could not attend related to the 
epidemic nor will their eligibility clock be affected by  emergency school closures. The 
Act also extends protections to vocational rehabilitation and employment students. It is 
worded so that students are protected during emergencies in general and not just 
COVID-19.  
 
The Listserv is available as an archive on the Georgetown University Library website 
under the title “Veterans Interest Newsletters”. 
 
Joel Kupersmith, M.D. 
Director, Georgetown University Veterans Initiatives 
Professor of Medicine 

 
Stats Section 
 

VA population at or over age 65 years by state in 2019 
 

 
From VA. 
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6322/all-info
https://connectingvets.radio.com/articles/bill-aims-to-protect-student-veterans-during-coronavirus
https://connectingvets.radio.com/articles/bill-aims-to-protect-student-veterans-during-coronavirus
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handle/10822/1050313
https://www.va.gov/vetdata/docs/Maps/VetPop16_Over64_FY19.pdf

