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ABSTRACT 

Corruption and violence have been the main threats for Mexicans during the last decade. Violence 

has many facets: violence against women being one of the most alarming ones. Since 2011, 

homicides with female victims have increased by 30%. The objective of this paper is to analyze 

the possible relationship between violence against women and corruption. Two main channels 

drive the analysis: (1) corruption weakening the institutional framework that creates an 

environment conducive to criminal activities, and (2) impunity and corruption fostering criminal 

activities because they are likely to remain unpunished. The research also acknowledges the 

existence of historical and cultural factors that influence the vulnerability of women. Using state-

level data from 2011-2017 across the 32 states of Mexico, I find that higher levels of corruption 

are associated with higher incidents of violence against women. From a policy perspective, my 

results show that measures aimed at mitigating corruption in the country might produce substantial 

positive second-round effects in reducing violence against women in Mexico.
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Mexicans consider corruption and insecurity to be the main challenges facing the country. 

According to a 2017 National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI) survey, 71.3% of 

Mexicans think insecurity is one of the country’s three main problems, followed by corruption, 

which 58.5% of the individuals surveyed also consider among the top three issues. Similarly, 

46.2% think corruption increased during the last decade, while data show that violence also 

followed an increasing trend (Aguilar, 2019).  

During the last decade, Mexico has witnessed a security crisis. According to the Mortality 

Registers from INEGI, homicides of both men and women have increased by 19% and 30%, 

respectively, during the last ten years (INEGI, 2019). However, violence did not evolve in the 

same way for men and women. There are drastic differences among the 32 states regarding 

frequency and types of violence, which have generated a wave of public discontent and concern 

specifically among the female population. Clear examples include the public demonstrations that 

took place during 2019, specifically on August 17 and November 25 in Mexico City, where 

thousands of women demanded the end of violence and impunity on gender-based violence cases 

in the country. In addition, the protests on March 8, 2020 (International Women’s Day) and a 

national woman strike on the following day marked unprecedented actions of women in the 

country to show their discontent with the current situation.  

The rising violence happens in concurrence with a rule of law crisis. According to data 

from the Impunity Index published by the University of the Americas Puebla, the percentage of 

people in prison due to homicide compared with homicide investigations dropped from 27.5% in 

2016 to 17.09% in 2017 (Le Clerq Ortega et al., 2018). As stated by the authors, such situation 
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can be explained due to an increase in the unrecorded crime rate, lack of infrastructure and capacity 

to process legal proceedings, and flaws in the judiciary system, among other issues.  

According to the Global Impunity Index, which measures impunity across 69 countries, 

Mexico is one of the thirteen countries with a very high impunity rate. The impunity rate refers to 

the “impossibility to measure the capacities and functioning of security, justice, and penitentiary 

systems”. Among countries in the Americas, Mexico has the worst performance in this regard. 

Moreover, the index ranks Mexico among the top four countries with the highest impunity rates 

worldwide (Le Clerq Ortega et al., 2018). 

Impunity and corruption have many negative consequences in different sectors since they 

represent an obstacle for the rule of law, economic development, trust in government and 

institutions, and they also limit the state capacity to deal efficiently with problems that affect 

citizens (Ramírez, 2019). One of those problems is the challenge of violence and insecurity that 

remain a constant in most of the territory.  

Different avenues have been used to understand the possible relationship that might exist 

between corruption and violence against women. First, the concept of sextortion has exemplified 

the vulnerable status women have in a patriarchal society, where gender roles sharpen the threat 

posed by corruption (Novoa, 2012). Studies also show that corruption leads to a weakening of the 

police and justice system, which favors criminals and their activities. This argument states that 

criminals make decisions based on the probability of being punished (Toledo, 2009), where 

impunity plays a central role in the Mexican case. Lastly, there are historical and cultural factors 

that affect Mexican society, in particular. The Campo Algodonero Case portrayed the inequality 

women are subject to, as well as the unwillingness of the State to prosecute cases as it should (De 

Paula, 2014). Likewise, the structural and underlying normalization of violence against women 
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plays a vital role in the continuous violations of women’s rights (De Paula, 2014). All avenues 

coincide in the vulnerability associated with being a woman and the additional challenge this poses 

in a country that lacks a solid rule of law.  

The present research aims to gain a better understanding of the relationship between 

violence against women and weak rule of law by employing a Generalized Method of Moments 

(GMM) estimation model. To do so, I utilize data on homicides found in the Mortality Records 

and information collected through the Quality and Government Impact National Survey, both 

provided by INEGI. By analyzing state-level data of the 32 states during the 2011-2017 period, I 

find a positive relationship between very frequent corruption levels and the number of female 

homicides. A one percent increase in very frequent corruption levels is associated with a 0.3% 

increase in female homicides. When using the measure for “little corruption,” I detect a negative 

relationship among the variables, suggesting that underlying corruption and weak rule of law play 

a role in the rising levels of violence against women in the country.   

This thesis contributes to the existing literature by providing a specific approach to the 

different avenues previously studied by focusing specifically on the perception of corruption 

across the country. Through the discussion of the results, I highlight the importance of improving 

data collection mechanisms on these topics, as well as having government actions that guarantee 

the correct application of the law to succeed in the fight against gender-based violence.  
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LITERATURE REVIEW AND FRAMEWORK 

 
Gender-based violence (GBV) is “violence based on a person’s biological sex, gender 

identity, or perceived adherence to socially defined norms regarding masculinity and femininity” 

(USAID, 2016, 76). Violence identified as GBV might be physical, sexual, psychological or 

actions executed through threats, coercion and/or deprivation (USAID, 2016). Specifically, 

violence against women was defined by the United Nations as “any act of gender-based violence 

that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to 

women” (United Nations, 1993).  

The majority of literature on Mexico focuses on intimate partner-related violence (IPV) 

and leaves out other types of GBV, such as the violence suffered on streets, at work or school, or 

even economic violence (Castro, 2012). According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime, a total of 87,000 women were intentionally killed in the world in 2017, and 58% were 

killed by intimate partners or family members (UNODC, 2019). Although intimate partner-related 

violence accounts for a significant share of violence against women, it does not account for the 

role that a weak institutional framework might play in driving violent behavior.  

Substantial research also addresses other types of GBV, such as symbolic violence in the 

media, sexual harassment and obstetric violence. The different forms of violence are gaining 

recognition among public and civil society (Gherardi, 2016). Even when covered by research, 

public policies that address such issues remain scarce in Mexico. The absence of policies has to 

do with a fundamental problem: the lack of understanding around a standard definition of violence 

against women and its underlying causes (Castro, 2012).  

The other topic analyzed in this thesis is corruption. There are studies on the way corruption 

affects men and women differently. In countries where inequality is high, vulnerable groups are 
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more prone to be victims of corruption. Since societies in Latin America are aware of the power 

asymmetry, the likelihood of affecting women and poor sectors is higher (Novoa, 2012).  

Despite the different approaches and perspectives acknowledged by the literature, almost 

every existing study recognizes a primary challenge: violence against women tends to be 

underreported and that issue, combined with corruption, leads to a scarcity in reliable data (Bott et 

al., 2005). There are various ways in which underreporting and corruption are related, and I explain 

some of them as follows.  

Sextortion 

The most common way to frame the relationship between gender and corruption is 

sextortion. Sextortion refers to “women that are coerced to provide sexual favors in order to receive 

public services, including health care and education” (Pring et al., 2019; 23). Part of the existing 

literature defines sextortion as a double-nature problem, including a sexual (gender-biased) and a 

corruption factor (Solano, 2019). Sextortion is a clear example of women being victims due to 

their vulnerable status in a patriarchal society, where inequality and established gender roles 

sharpen the threat posed by corruption (Novoa, 2012).  

Due to the complexity of both gender-biased and corruption problems, data has proven that 

women are skeptical when it comes to reporting related crimes (Pring et al., 2019). Transparency 

International (2019) acknowledges this challenge, stating that, historically, there has been very 

little data on GBV, mainly due to cultural and legal obstacles that foster misinformation and social 

stigma in a context of weak institutions. Although sextortion is not addressed per se in this thesis, 

it is an important concept to consider because it helps to explain how some forms of corruption 

disproportionately affect women. 

 



 6 

Impunity  

There is also vast literature regarding the importance of rule of law when dealing with 

violence issues. Morrison et al. (2007) explain the importance of increasing access to justice to 

address GBV through the improvement of laws, strengthening of institutions, and implementation 

of treatment programs. In this regard, they highlight the importance of having a robust judicial 

system able to deal with problems such as corruption, lack of transparency, and procedural delays, 

among others. 

 For instance, as of 2018, 93.7% of crimes committed in Mexico were not reported (Le 

Clerq Ortega et al., 2018). The problem increases when considering GBV, which, according to 

USAID (2016), can be attributed to the underreporting of crimes, the inadequate legal framework, 

and the lax implementation of the existing legal framework. Windows for corruption, therefore, 

become an obstacle in dealing with violence because sanctions and impunity for perpetrators pose 

a big challenge to the adequate prosecution of crimes. 

Normalization of violence against women   

Violence against women in Mexico is structural, social, and sometimes even institutional 

and institutionalized (Melgar, 2017). “In patriarchy, society naturalizes the violations against 

women’s bodies and the blame falls on the victim” (De Paula, 2014, 7). In addition, violence 

against women in Mexico is widely understood as a private matter, and therefore, it is expected to 

remain private without interference of outside actors (De Paula, 2014). Violence against women, 

then, is understood in the context of underlying and normalized misogyny (Melgar, 2017). The 

normalization of violence, combined with rampant impunity, creates a favorable scenario for 

continuous violations of women’s rights (De Paula, 2014).  



 7 

The persistence and exacerbation of violence are also explained in the context of the war 

against drugs, which has led to an expansion and normalization of extreme violence in general 

(Melgar, 2017). USAID (2016) revised the factors that appear to trigger and facilitate GBV, which 

include increased use of force and generalized violence and the normalization of impunity. 

Considering the analyzed period for the thesis, it is safe to state that such factors are present in 

Mexico and, thus, to think of analyzing the increasing violence against women in a framework of 

increasing security issues, mainly due to the fight against organized crime.  

As previously explained, different channels show the different relationships that might 

exist between gender-related challenges and a weak rule of law. The revised literature 

acknowledges the heightened risk women in Mexico face. Also, as previously mentioned, the 

underlying corruption and impunity in the country have become increasing threats for all sectors 

of life, including security and human rights.  

Corruption 

Transparency International defines corruption as “the abuse of entrusted power for private 

gain. It can be classified as grand, petty and political, depending on the amounts of money lost and 

the sector where it occurs.” In Mexico, citizens identify corruption as one of their main concerns, 

with 57% of the population considering it to be one of the country’s three main problems (INEGI, 

2019).  

According to an analysis made by the NGO Mexicanos Contra la Corrupción, with 

numbers provided by INEGI and the journal Reforma, only 7% of criminal offenses are reported 

in the country. If we specifically look at corruption during the last year, for every 100 corrupt acts, 

23 are reported, but only one leads to a consequence of any kind. If such data is compared with 
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the figures provided by INEGI, the conclusion is that the unrecorded impunity rate regarding 

corruption is 99%, which means impunity is practically absolute (Aguilar, 2019).  

Violence against women  

The Convention of Belém do Pará defines violence against women as “any act or conduct, 

based on gender, which causes death or physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to 

women, whether in the public or the private sphere” (Organization of American States, 1994). 

Mexico ratified this instrument in 1998, which makes it binding on Mexico and establishes the 

obligation to comply with the provisions to prevent, punish, and eradicate violence against women.   

At the national level, violence against women is defined in the Ley General de Acceso de 

las Mujeres a una Vida Libre de Violencia (LGAMVLV) (General Law Women’s Access to a Life 

Free of Violence). The law defines violence against women as “any action or omission, based on 

their gender, that causes them harm or psychological, physical, patrimonial, economic, sexual or 

death suffering both in the private and public spheres.” It also establishes the definition for 

feminicidal violence, which refers to “the extreme form of gender-based violence against women, 

as a result of the violation of their human rights, in the public and private spheres, formed by the 

set of misogynistic behaviors that can lead to social and state impunity and can culminate in 

homicide and other forms of violent death of women.” 

This thesis aims to provide a different perspective to understanding GBV and corruption 

through the relationship between a lack of repercussions has on an increase violence against 

women. By doing so, the final goal is to provide recommendations that contribute to a deeper 

understanding of the problem and therefore deliver potential preventive and reactive solutions.  

Based on the existing data for the period 2011-2017 and the literature explored above, the 

hypothesis that I aim to test is that higher levels of corruption are associated with increased levels 
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of violence against women. The generalized violence and normalized impunity in Mexico have 

provided an opportunity for violence against women to grow because perpetrators need not fear 

punishments and instead expect rampant impunity. Such impunity is likely to be triggered by a 

weak institutional framework, which, together with a lax judicial system, fosters corruption and a 

lack of transparency in government activities.    
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EMPIRICAL ANALYSIS 

The empirical analysis used to test my hypothesis is divided into two parts. First, I discuss 

a case study that took place in Mexico in 2009, which portrays the relationship between impunity, 

weak institutions and violence against women. The second part is a quantitative analysis, in which 

through a system Generalized Method of Moments (GMM) estimation method, I explore the 

relationship between perceived corruption and female homicides.  
 

Campo Algodonero v. Mexico case 

A case that portrays the critical junctures between violence against women and corruption 

in Mexico is the Campo Algodonero case (2009). The case involves three young women who 

disappeared and whose bodies were found in the cotton fields in Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua. Five 

other women were also discovered in the same field, all with signs of torture and sexual abuse 

(Meegan, 2016). Ciudad Juarez is a zone with plenty of maquiladoras, factories operating in 

precarious conditions that “prefer to hire women because they accept a lower salary than men” 

(De Paula, 2014, 6).  

In addition to investigating the deaths of these three murdered women, the case also 

explored the increase of violence in the area, noting that the State’s reluctance to address the crimes 

may be the most alarming aspect of the situation. The Inter-American Judicial Committee issued 

a sentence on November 16, 2009, against the Mexican State “pointing out, among other things, 

that the State did not fulfill its duty to investigate and to ensure the rights to life, personal integrity 

and personal freedom (…)” (De Paula, 2014, 7), as well as the right to access the justice system 

and rely upon its corresponding protection (OAS, 2009). The weakness of the State and the 

underlying impunity fostered a scenario in which women suffered not only from highly unequal 
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conditions at work but also became more likely to be victims of crimes and human rights violations 

while the perpetrators of those crimes faced limited consequences.  

This case is an exact representation of the problem I aim to study. By considering available 

similar data, my research seeks to verify whether, at any level, the conditions that drove the Campo 

Algodonero Case still exist. Through INEGI data on homicides and perception of corruption, this 

thesis evaluates the possible relationship between levels of corruption in different states and 

violence against women in Mexico. The objective is to analyze how these two variables interact 

across the 32 states in order to identify a potential relationship between them. Through the analysis 

of violence and perception of corruption, the main purpose is to prove that weaknesses in the 

institutional framework, particularly corruption, are associated with increasing levels of violence 

against women. By analyzing the relationship between both variables and controlling for 

characteristics like age, education, and state GDP, the objective is to provide policy 

recommendations that tackle the vicious cycle of violence and impunity in Mexico.  

Quantitative analysis 

For the evaluation of violence in this work, the Mortality Records of INEGI—specifically, 

the homicide numbers since 2011—will be used. The decision to use homicide figures, as opposed 

to a metric specifically focused on GBV, derives from the fact that violence against women tends 

to be underreported. Therefore, INEGI has the most reliable information because figures are based 

on homologated definitions of “homicide” across the country. As a consequence, data from INEGI 

becomes more useful than data of “femicides” reported by the Executive Secretariat of the National 

System of Public Security. Though the Secretariat has more updated numbers, it does not use 

uniform definitions across the 32 states and relies on the information provided by the Public 

Prosecutor’s Office, which, as previously explained, is unreliable.  
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To perform the analysis, I used state-level data which includes 224 observations that 

correspond to the 32 states across the 2011-2017 period. INEGI collected data through two 

separate methods. 

Data for the homicide figures originate from registrations of the Civil Registry and/or 

Public Prosecutor's Office Agencies, which report deaths as part of the vital statistics produced by 

the government. General deaths are reported under “Mortality Statistics” and are classified as 

accidents, homicides, suicides, or non-specified deaths. In this case, I analyze the homicides 

registered during the studied years.  

Regarding corruption data, INEGI collected information through the Quality and 

Government Impact National Survey (ENCIG). ENCIG aims to obtain information on the 

experiences, perceptions, and evaluations of people over the age of 18 about the procedures and 

services provided by different institutions. This data is gathered every two years and measures, 

among other metrics, the overall perception of corruption in the state and the perception of 

corruption within public institutions. This study focuses on Public Prosecutor’s Offices, Police, 

and Public Hospitals. For the analysis, I use an aggregate measure of corruption, which includes 

the overall perception of corruption in each state and perception of corruption within said 

institutions. For the definitions of all variables, see Appendix A.  

Empirical model  

Several characteristics of this study motivate the use of a system GMM estimation method. 

First, violence and corruption are highly persistent over time. A system GMM approach 

complements first-difference instruments by including level equations and thus controls for this 

effect (Blundell et al., 2001). Second, given the structure of my data set—short-time horizon over 

a comparably larger size of units—a GMM model setup is well-equipped to handle general 
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equilibrium dynamics underlying the relationship between corruption and violence against 

women. Finally, this approach helps mitigate concerns about potential reverse causality and 

endogeneity concerning the independent variable: corruption (Roodman, 2009). 

To control for potential persistence effects concerning underlying violence dynamics, I also 

include the lag of the dependent variable. Furthermore, I incorporate time fixed effects, denoted 

as θt, to mitigate concerns that my results are driven by temporal effects, such as the recent surge 

in violence against women. Based on these considerations, my model assumes the following form:  

Vi,t = α + β1Vi,t−1 + β2Corruptioni,t + β3Agei,t + β4Educationi,t + β5StateGDPi,t + µi + θt  

where Vi,t is the violence variable for state i at time t, Vi,t−1 is the first lag of the dependent variable, 

and βi is the coefficient on the independent variables, which are corruption, age, education level, 

and state GDP. The results of these regressions are reported in Table 2.  
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DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS 

Homicides of both women and men in the country reached their highest level in the studied 

period in 2017, with 3,085 homicides with female victims and 27,373 homicides with male 

victims. From 2011 to 2017, homicides with female victims increased by 30%, while homicides 

with male victims increased by almost 19% (INEGI, 2019). In the panel data used, the variables 

are measured within each state over the 2011-2017 period. Even when the ongoing analysis is not 

divided by state or year, the descriptive statistics show that the mean of homicides with female 

victims in the whole country changed from 128.44 in 2011 to 150.06 in 2017. Performing the 

analysis by state also reveals a radical difference between 2011 and 2017 homicide rates. On 

average, Aguascalientes had only 8 homicides annually between 2011 and 2017, while State of 

Mexico had, on average, 384 homicides each year from 2011 to 2017 (INEGI, 2019), which shows 

the significant variation in violence levels across the country.  

Table 1. Descriptive Statistics 

Dependent variable Mean Min Max SD 
Female Homicides 80 4 455 81 
Total Homicides 723 36 4451 717 
Log of Female Homicides 4 2 6 1 
Log of Total Homicides 6 4 8 1 
Independent variable (%)         
Very frequent corruption 39.0 23.2 56.7 6.3 
Frequent corruption 35.1 25.7 46.5 3.7 
Little corruption 17.3 10.8 25.6 3.0 
No corruption  4.2 1.4 10.7 1.4 
Controls          
Age 15-29 283 9 1982 298 
Age 30-49 321 12 2028 320 
State GDP  504,351 86,032 3,046,956 516,298 
None and Basic Education 484 26 2,357 461 
Middle and High Education 157 3 865 163 
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EMPIRICAL RESULTS 

As shown in Table 2, I find a positive relationship between very frequent corruption levels 

and the number of female homicides. Specifically, a one percent increase in perceived very 

frequent corruption levels is associated with a 0.4% increase in female homicides. The relationship 

is significant at the 10% level, which supports my hypothesis that more corruption is associated 

with higher levels of violence against women. In line with this finding, when using my measure 

for ‘little corruption,’ I detect a negative statistically significant relationship between perceived 

corruption and female homicides (see Table 3). The coefficient on the corruption measure is also 

statistically significant at conventional levels, which suggests that corruption is likely to affect the 

levels of violence against women only when it is highly embedded in the society.  

I also find that age, until approximately 49 years old, has a positive relationship with the 

number of female homicides. This finding confirms the expectation of older women (age 30-49) 

being victims of violence more frequently than younger women (age 15-29). The association 

between age and violence is significant at conventional levels.  

When I perform the same analysis for all homicides, considering both male and female 

victims, only part of the relationship holds (see Appendix B, Table B3). Very frequent corruption 

remains positively correlated with the number of homicides. However, when using other 

dimensions of corruption levels (e.g., low corruption level), the coefficients cannot be statistically 

differentiated from zero. Still, in both cases, there is a positive relationship between very frequent 

corruption and the number of homicides, which, as previously mentioned, indicates there is an 

impact of high levels of corruption on violence levels overall.
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Table 2. Baseline Model for Very Frequent (VF) Corruption 

 
 

Robust standard errors in parentheses 
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1 

 
 
 
 
 

VARIABLES (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

      
VF Corruption 0.00352 0.00479* 0.00436* 0.00451* 0.00410* 
 (0.00231) (0.00257) (0.00235) (0.00246) (0.00227) 

 
Age Group 15-29  -0.00163***  -0.00185*** -0.00178*** 
  (0.000432)  (0.000383) (0.000394) 

 
Age Group 30-49  0.00216***  0.00139*** 0.00143*** 
  (0.000392)  (0.000539) (0.000524) 

 
None/Basic Educ.   0.000487** 0.000669** 0.000724** 
   (0.000245) (0.000312) (0.000312) 

 
Middle/High Educ.   1.72e-05 0.000229 -0.000174 
   (0.000327) (0.000459) (0.000537) 

 
State GDP     1.20e-07* 
     (6.60e-08) 

 
Log Female Homicides 0.801*** 0.641*** 0.620*** 0.611*** 0.590*** 
 (0.0540) (0.0995) (0.106) (0.101) (0.110) 

 
Constant 0.704*** 1.070*** 1.136*** 1.168*** 1.209*** 
 (0.200) (0.279) (0.303) (0.282) (0.299) 
      
Observations 192 192 192 192 192 
Groups 32 32 32 32 32 
Instruments 19 21 21 23 24 
Hansen Test 10.18 10.10 10.33 11.36 10.60 
Hansen (p-value) 0.336 0.343 0.324 0.252 0.304 
AR(1) 0.00809 0.00547 0.00594 0.00557 0.00511 
AR(2) 0.316 0.330 0.358 0.359 0.356 
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Table 3. Baseline Model for Little Corruption 

 
 

Robust standard errors in parentheses 
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1 

 
 
 
 
 

 

VARIABLES (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

      
Little Corruption -0.0378** -0.0365** -0.0364** -0.0365** -0.0426*** 
 (0.0162) (0.0164) (0.0167) (0.0155) (0.0160) 
      
Age Group 15-29  -0.00155***  -0.00174*** -0.00162*** 
  (0.000490)  (0.000443) (0.000462) 

 
Age Group 30-49  0.00206***  0.00132** 0.00137** 
  (0.000412)  (0.000576) (0.000561) 

 
None/Basic Educ.    0.000470* 0.000630** 0.000704** 
   (0.000240) (0.000316) (0.000311) 

 
Middle/High Educ.   -1.51e-06 0.000229 -0.000346 
   (0.000367) (0.000482) (0.000554) 

 
State GDP     1.49e-07** 
     (7.25e-08) 

 
Log Female Homicides 0.774*** 0.625*** 0.604*** 0.594*** 0.559*** 
 (0.0579) (0.103) (0.108) (0.101) (0.114) 

 
Constant 1.651*** 2.009*** 2.059*** 2.099*** 2.280*** 
 (0.476) (0.559) (0.566) (0.528) (0.562) 
      
Observations 192 192 192 192 192 
Groups 32 32 32 32 32 
AR(1) 0.00831 0.00578 0.00609 0.00590 0.00547 
Hansen (p-value) 0.194 0.225 0.191 0.195 0.175 
Hansen Test 12.36 11.79 12.42 12.33 12.74 
Instruments 19 21 21 23 24 
AR(2) 0.270 0.278 0.304 0.304 0.293 
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DISCUSSION OF RESULTS 

Policy implications 

The finding that very frequent corruption is related to higher levels of violence against 

women reinforces the importance of rule of law when dealing with violence issues. The positive 

relationship between violence and corruption levels suggests that all government actions need to 

guarantee the correct application of the law in order to succeed in the fight against GBV. As 

explained in this research and as showed by Figure 1, corruption is an underlying problem 

throughout the entire country, which consequently threatens the system as a whole. 

 

Figure 1. Perception of Very Frequent Corruption in Each State  
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Similarly, the finding that violence against women is positively associated with the 

frequency of corruption indicates the importance of implementing differentiated strategies across 

the country. The levels of violence against women pose an urgent situation in all 32 states, and 

unquestionably, all states should make addressing the problem a policy priority. Nevertheless, my 

analysis suggests that a one-size-fits-all solution is not likely to work because challenges regarding 

violence vary so much across states. Thus, specific state- and municipal-level policies are also 

required. 

Institutions created by the Mexican government do not actively address the high levels of 

corruption and impunity in Mexico. Thus, it is unsurprising that policies focused on violence 

against women are scarce and limited. Mexico has taken steps forward in incorporating gender 

issues into its institutional framework. With the creation of institutions such as INMUJERES 

(National Institute for Women), CONAVIM (National Commission to Prevent and Eradicate 

Violence Against Women), and FEVIMTRA (Specialized Unit on Violence Against Women and 

Human Trafficking), different administrations tried to make gender equality a transversal policy 

priority (USAID, 2016). Likewise, through the LGAMVLV, the Gender Alert Mechanism, which 

aims to identify levels of violence against women that prevent the full exercise of their human 

rights in a particular territory, was established. Even with the constant efforts to address the 

problem, challenges persist because of systemic weaknesses and the enormous constraints on 

prosecuting and punishing crimes (Olamendi, 2016).   

Though corruption is a well-acknowledged underlying challenge facing the country, the 

creation of a system to address the problem has yet to be completed. In 2015, after an intense 

mobilization from an anti-corruption movement, Congress approved a series of reforms to create 

the National Anti-Corruption System (SNA). The SNA emerged as a mechanism to coordinate 
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institutions at all levels of government. More than four years after its creation, the SNA is not 

formalized because the appointment of anti-corruption judges is still pending (Hinojosa et al., 

2019). The fact that violence and corruption are the population’s main concerns, together with the 

finding of the positive relationship between both variables, reinforces the importance of 

overcoming political challenges in order to consolidate a system that could help deal with both 

problems.  

Despite the creation of the SNA, the lack of trust in existing institutions remains a big 

challenge. In 2017, more than half of the population over 18 years old reported that some of the 

main institutions engaged in very frequent corrupt behavior: police (61.8%), political parties 

(63.4%), federal government (59.5%), congress (57.1%) and local governments (51.3%) (INEGI, 

2019). The lack of trust and the aforementioned impunity create a vicious cycle that perpetuates 

corruption because neither authorities nor citizens are incentivized to modify their behavior.   

Both existing literature and this research reinforce the importance of having appropriate 

policy frameworks built on sound institutional foundations. As previously explained, the necessary 

institutions exist, but the way they execute their responsibilities causes problems. In that regard, it 

is essential to revise transversal monitoring and evaluation mechanisms that cover the whole 

institutional framework. By having clear and homogenous indicators and performance targets, the 

various institutions could avoid duplicating efforts and deliver better results that can be correctly 

measured and, thus, improved. Such design and evaluation could be strengthened through the 

inclusion of stakeholders, such as NGOs, community members, violence survivors, and activists, 

in order to produce a new design with more thorough perspectives.  

Lastly, both violence against women and corruption are underreported issues. Though 

results show a positive relationship between violence against women and the frequency of 
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corruption, the reliability of these results might be compromised because of the data limitations. 

In that regard, solving the lack of data in Mexico is essential. The lack of information results in 

incomplete variables, such as the “family violence” variable. INEGI measures this variable, which 

seeks to clarify whether homicides are related to family / intimate partner violence. Although the 

approach is highly useful because it would allow researchers to differentiate between intimate 

partner violence and other types, the lack of data renders it irrelevant. In over 90% of the cases, 

the variable is not specified (INEGI, 2019).   

Similarly, the results make evident the need to rethink how we measure violence. In this 

case, the most precise way to carry out the analysis was with the variables capturing overall trends 

in homicides because it is a variable that has continuously been measured by an autonomous 

institution (INEGI). However, violence against women encompasses many more categories for 

which there is no information. For example, if data from the public prosecutor’s offices on 

harassment, domestic violence, or rape were to be used, such information would not only be 

significantly under-reported, but in many cases, it would be untrustworthy because ministries often 

fail to process such complaints (Webber 2020, Venegas 2020).  

The findings and evaluation of the data suggest the importance of accompanying further 

research and policymaking with more qualitative research in order to understand better the 

feelings, values, and perceptions that drive behavior. These results indicate that incomplete data 

impedes a more profound understanding of the problem as a whole and imply the urgency of 

having tools that allow policymakers to execute a better analysis of the current situation. 

Violence against women is about human lives. The urgency of having comprehensive 

policies and sound institutions to deal with the problem is greater than ever, as crimes continue to 
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rise. The current Administration talks about leading the country to a new transformation. Any 

positive transformation would be unthinkable while half of the population feels at risk.   

Conclusion 

Violence against women has gained international attention worldwide. Several protests 

have occurred during the past months, which makes this policy problem an urgent priority for 

governments and civil society. The Mexican government and civil society face a unique 

opportunity to address these problems, as the current administration’s speech focuses on ending 

corruption and therefore improving all of the institutions affected by it. 

Finding a positive relationship between very frequent corruption levels and number of 

female homicides suggests the importance and urgency of tackling structural and institutional 

problems in the country. The fact that the relationship becomes negative when considering reduced 

corruption levels implies that addressing corruption is an essential component of any security-

related strategy.  

There are also several factors to consider when interpreting my results. First, as explained 

throughout the paper, the dependent and independent variables are underreported, so when 

evaluating their relationship, I must assume available data does not fully represent reality. Second, 

the analysis does not account for all the variables that are conceivably related to violence against 

women and corruption. Sociocultural determinants and quality of institutions are probably the most 

relevant omitted variables because they are deeply related to social dynamics that can drive both 

corruption and violence levels. Third, there are multiple variables that could have served as 

controls, but the lack of available data for the studied years limits their inclusion.  

Available information on violence against women is so limited that it presents a real threat 

to both internal and external validity. The most reliable information on violence against women is 
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homicide figures because this information is available on administrative records, such as death 

certificates. Nevertheless, it is important to acknowledge that homicides do not account for all of 

the violence to which women are exposed. Due to the limited data situation, current research on 

these topics should highlight the need for a different method data collection and foster efforts to 

address that gap. I believe the first step is to design a comprehensive tool with a consistent 

definition of violence against women. Development of a comprehensive method and increased 

reliance on qualitative data would allow researchers to overcome some of these data challenges.    

Providing a different perspective, this thesis seeks to reframe the debate around violence 

against women in Mexico. The objective is to raise awareness about the nature of the problem and 

acknowledge that it is not an independent challenge, but it is related to other issues that need to be 

analyzed more deeply in order to identify spillover effects. The existing literature and evidence are 

indispensable tools to the development of a new framework that aims to be more comprehensive 

and effective in dealing with the two main threats identified by citizens, ultimately strengthening 

Mexican society.  
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APPENDIX A: DEFINITIONS 

Table A1. Definitions of Variables  
Variables Definition 

Dependent variable 
 

Homicides 
Indicates the number of homicides and, throughout the analysis 
specifies, whether the variable refers to all homicides (men and 
women) or just women. 

Independent variable 
 

Corruption  

Provides an aggregate measure of corruption, which includes the 
overall perception of corruption in each state and perception of 
corruption within particular institutions: Public Prosecutors Offices, 
Police and Public Hospitals. Variables are measured through a 
survey where people over 18 years old answer if corruption (within 
the state or the particular institution) is very frequent, frequent, little, 
or if there is no perception of corruption at all. The four values are 
added and averaged. 

Control variables 
 

Age 

Measures the age of the victim and is divided in 3 groups:  
- Group 1 is 15-29 years old;  
- Group 2 is 30-49 years old; and  
- Group 3 is 50+ years old. 
  

Education 

The variable measures the education of the victim. Education is 
divided in 2 groups:  
- None and basic, which corresponds to people with none, some, or 
complete preschool, elementary and/or secondary school; and  
- Middle and High, which corresponds to people with some or 
complete high school, technical, undergraduate and/or graduate 
school.  

State GDP  
Shows the GDP of the state in which the homicide was registered.  
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APPENDIX B: REGRESSION RESULTS 

Table B1. Baseline Model for Very Frequent (VF) Corruption, Small Sample Correction 

 

 
Robust standard errors in parentheses 

*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1 
 
 
 
 

VARIABLES (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

      
VF Corruption 0.00352 0.00479* 0.00436* 0.00451* 0.00410* 
 (0.00241) (0.00269) (0.00246) (0.00259) (0.00240) 

 
Age Group 15-29  -0.00163***  -0.00185*** -0.00178*** 
  (0.000452)  (0.000403) (0.000416) 

 
Age Group 30-49  0.00216***  0.00139** 0.00143** 
  (0.000410)  (0.000567) (0.000553) 

 
None/Basic Educ.   0.000487* 0.000669* 0.000724** 
   (0.000257) (0.000329) (0.000329) 

 
Middle/High Educ.   1.72e-05 0.000229 -0.000174 
   (0.000342) (0.000483) (0.000567) 

 
State GDP     1.20e-07* 
     (6.96e-08) 

 
Log Female Homicides 0.801*** 0.641*** 0.620*** 0.611*** 0.590*** 
 (0.0562) (0.104) (0.111) (0.106) (0.116) 

 
Constant 0.704*** 1.070*** 1.136*** 1.168*** 1.209*** 
 (0.208) (0.292) (0.317) (0.297) (0.316) 
      
Observations 192 192 192 192 192 
Groups 32 32 32 32 32 
Instruments 19 21 21 23 24 
Hansen Test 10.18 10.10 10.33 11.36 10.60 
Hansen (p-value) 0.336 0.343 0.324 0.252 0.304 
AR(1) 0.00809 0.00547 0.00594 0.00557 0.00511 
AR(2) 0.316 0.330 0.358 0.359 0.356 
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Table B2. Baseline Model for Little Corruption, Small Sample Correction 

 

 
Robust standard errors in parentheses 

*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1 
 

 

 

 

 

VARIABLES (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

      
Little Corruption -0.0378** -0.0365** -0.0364** -0.0365** -0.0426** 
 (0.0169) (0.0172) (0.0175) (0.0163) (0.0168) 

 
Age Group 15-29  -0.00155***  -0.00174*** -0.00162*** 
  (0.000513)  (0.000466) (0.000488) 

 
Age Group 30-49  0.00206***  0.00132** 0.00137** 
  (0.000431)  (0.000607) (0.000592) 

 
None/Basic Educ.    0.000470* 0.000630* 0.000704** 
   (0.000252) (0.000333) (0.000328) 

 
Middle/High Educ.   -1.51e-06 0.000229 -0.000346 
   (0.000384) (0.000508) (0.000584) 

 
State GDP     1.49e-07* 
     (7.65e-08) 

 
Log Female Homicides 0.774*** 0.625*** 0.604*** 0.594*** 0.559*** 
 (0.0603) (0.108) (0.113) (0.107) (0.120) 

 
Constant 1.651*** 2.009*** 2.059*** 2.099*** 2.280*** 
 (0.496) (0.586) (0.592) (0.555) (0.593) 
      
Observations 192 192 192 192 192 
Groups 32 32 32 32 32 
Instruments 19 21 21 23 24 
Hansen Test 12.36 11.79 12.42 12.33 12.74 
Hansen (p-value) 0.194 0.225 0.191 0.195 0.175 
AR(1) 0.00831 0.00578 0.00609 0.00590 0.00547 
AR(2) 0.270 0.278 0.304 0.304 0.293 
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Table B3. Baseline Model for VF Corruption (ALL – Men and Women) 
 

 
Robust standard errors in parentheses 

*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1 
 
 

 

 

VARIABLES (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

      
VF Corruption 0.00259** 0.00260** 0.00245** 0.00257** 0.00256** 
 (0.00102) (0.00107) (0.00107) (0.00104) (0.00106) 

 
Age Group 15-29  -0.00129***  -0.00134*** -0.00134*** 
  (0.000334)  (0.000333) (0.000333) 

 
Age Group 30-49  0.00116***  0.000989*** 0.000992*** 
  (0.000301)  (0.000356) (0.000351) 

 
None/Basic Educ.   -6.82e-05 8.78e-05 8.85e-05 
   (0.000119) (0.000189) (0.000194) 

 
Middle/High Educ.   6.08e-05 0.000222 0.000195 
   (0.000258) (0.000270) (0.000334) 

 
State GDP     1.03e-08 
     (3.43e-08) 

 
Log All Homicides 0.909*** 0.921*** 0.926*** 0.915*** 0.914*** 
 (0.0252) (0.0379) (0.0435) (0.0391) (0.0401) 

 
Constant 0.448*** 0.404** 0.378* 0.435** 0.439** 
 (0.166) (0.195) (0.227) (0.204) (0.204) 
      
Observations 192 192 192 192 192 
Groups 32 32 32 32 32 
Instruments 19 21 21 23 24 
Hansen Test 14.58 14.64 14.81 14.69 14.58 
Hansen (p-value) 0.103 0.101 0.0963 0.0997 0.103 
AR(1) 0.0340 0.0117 0.0337 0.0116 0.0118 
AR(2) 0.275 0.251 0.273 0.245 0.246 
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Table B4. Baseline Model for VF Corruption (ALL), Small Sample Correction 

 

 
Robust standard errors in parentheses 

*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1  

VARIABLES (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

      
VF Corruption 0.00259** 0.00260** 0.00245** 0.00257** 0.00256** 
 (0.00106) (0.00112) (0.00112) (0.00109) (0.00112) 

 
Age Group 15-29  -0.00129***  -0.00134*** -0.00134*** 
  (0.000349)  (0.000350) (0.000351) 

 
Age Group 30-49  0.00116***  0.000989** 0.000992** 
  (0.000315)  (0.000374) (0.000371) 

 
None/Basic Educ.   -6.82e-05 8.78e-05 8.85e-05 
   (0.000125) (0.000199) (0.000205) 

 
Middle/High Educ.   6.08e-05 0.000222 0.000195 
   (0.000270) (0.000284) (0.000353) 

 
State GDP     1.03e-08 
     (3.62e-08) 

 
Log All Homicides 0.909*** 0.921*** 0.926*** 0.915*** 0.914*** 
 (0.0262) (0.0397) (0.0456) (0.0412) (0.0423) 

 
Constant 0.448** 0.404* 0.378 0.435* 0.439* 
 (0.173) (0.204) (0.237) (0.215) (0.216) 
      
Observations 192 192 192 192 192 
Groups 32 32 32 32 32 
Instruments 19 21 21 23 24 
Hansen Test 14.58 14.64 14.81 14.69 14.58 
Hansen (p-value) 0.103 0.101 0.0963 0.0997 0.103 
AR(1) 0.0340 0.0117 0.0337 0.0116 0.0118 
AR(2) 0.275 0.251 0.273 0.245 0.246 
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