
by Matt Dalton, 1L
Law Weekly

About 100 students filled Room
201 last Thursday to hear Senator
Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) speak, focus-
ing on what he called conservative’s
narrow vision of the Constitution
and his opposition to President
Bush’s nomination of Jeffrey Sutton,
a former law clerk for Justice Scalia
and current partner at Jones, Day,
Reavis and Pogue to the Sixth Circuit
Court of Appeals. The event was
hosted by the American Constitution
Society for Law and Policy.

Harkin said he is worried about
what he perceives to be a shift politi-
cally to the right in the courts in the
last thirty years and argues that the
ideology of the judiciary will have a
substantial effect on the United
States, particularly those in the
minority. He also stressed the impor-
tance of Congress looking at ideolo-
gy in judicial nominees.

“Ideology matters,” Harkin said.
Worried about the political shift,
Harkin continued, “If we appoint
more federal judges who take an
extremely narrow view of the law,
it’s going to have a profound impact
on the ability of those who suffer
discrimination and prejudice and
who are disabled in our society.” 

As an example, Harkin brought
up the current confirmation proceed-
ings of Jeffrey Sutton which began
on Friday.  Congress will vote on
Sutton’s nomination when they
reconvene on Apr. 28 after a two
week break. Although Harkin
believes the “skids are greased” in
the vote and that Sutton will be nom-
inated, he plans to voice his vigorous
opposition during the debate.

Harkin’s opposition to Sutton
stems from his belief that if con-
firmed, Sutton would fit into the cat-
egory of  judges Harkin described as
taking a narrow view of the
Constitution. In particular, Senator
Harkin mentioned Sutton’s  argu-
ment before the Supreme Court in
Garrett v. Alabama.  Sutton argued
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by Chris Kelly, 1L
Guest Writer

The Georgetown Law Softball
Club had another successful showing
at the annual University of Virginia
Softball Tournament that took place
on Mar. 28 - 30. Due to inclement
weather conditions, the tournament
was changed this year from a double
elimination format to a single elimi-
nation format. Despite this change,
the two teams from Georgetown once
again represented half of the final
four teams in the tournament that
draws over 50 law schools from all
over the country.

“In the six years that I have been
involved with the Law Center partic-
ipating in the annual UVA Law
Softball Tournament, I must say that
this was our best showing yet. While

by Elizabeth “Emy” Hancock, 1E
Law Weekly

One annual campus event causes
students nearly as much anxiety as
exams - selecting and signing up for
classes. The Law Weekly recently asked
Scott Foster, Georgetown University
Law Center Registrar, for his advice on
navigating the course registration
process. 

To begin with, Foster prefaced his
guidance with a warning - when select-
ing courses, students should listen to the
Registrar, not the rumor mill. “I have
discovered from talking with students
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Senator Harkin addresses Law Center students about concerns over a right-
leaning federal judiciary last week.

U.S. News
rankings out
- Law Center
remains at 14
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Photo courtesy George Morris, 3L
The Georgetown Grey softball team takes a break at the UVA Law School
Softball Tournament.

by Avedis H. Seferian, 2L
Law Weekly

The U.S. News and World Report
released its rankings of law schools in
the United States last week. The rank-
ings, infamous among law school
applicants, place the Law Center at 14,
the same slot it occupied last year.

U.S. News and World Report is a
news magazine that came into exis-
tence as a result of the merger of two
weeklies started by journalist David
Lawrence. In 1933, Lawrence started a
weekly newspaper called the United
States News, and then six years later he
started a weekly magazine called
World Report. The two merged in 1948
and U.S. News and World Report was
born. The news magazine has been
publishing rankings of American col-
leges and universities since 1983.
These rankings have become very
popular among prospective students
seeking higher education.

“Uninhibited, robust, and wide-open”

Harkin warns of conservative judiciary

See SOFTBALL, page 3
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Phi Delta Phi Meeting
Interested in joining a legal frater-

nity? Phi Delta Phi is an international
legal fraternity founded in 1869 to pro-
mote commitment to the highest stan-
dards of legal ethics. Benefits of mem-
bership include: access to PDP scholar-
ships, networking opportunities with
other members and inn alumni. The
fraternity will be conducting an initia-
tion ceremony on Apr. 16. Please
check your student mailboxes or con-
tact Sterling Darling at spd9@bulldog
for more information and/or RSVP.

      

Clinic Acceptances
A list of students who have been

accepted into a clinic will be posted on
a board in the third floor atrium and at
each clinic at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
Apr. 15, 2003. The list will also be
posted on the clinics' web page
(www.law.georgetown.edu/clinics) on
Apr. 16, 2003. Students must call or
stop by the clinic in which they have
been offered a slot by 5:00 p.m. on
Monday, Apr. 21, 2003 to accept the
offer. 

      

Law Weekly Meeting 
The Law Weekly will hold its final

meeting of the semester on Monday,
Apr. 14 at 5:00 p.m. in room 109. All
students are invited to join the news-
paper staff and no previous experience
is necessary.  Questions? E-mail
laweekly@bulldog.georgetown.edu.

Additionally, you can now find
the Law Weekly on-line! Log on to the
GULC intranet and navigate to the
link at the top of the community
homepage. The address is:
http://data.law.georgetown.edu/lw.pdf.

      

Summer Clinics
Students who are interested in

taking a clinical course during the
Summer 2003 term must submit their
applications to the office of the
Assistant Dean for Clinical Programs,
Room 336, no later than 5:00 p.m. on
Monday, Apr. 21, 2003. Applications
are available in the Registrar's office,
room 336, and on the web at
www.law.georgetown.edu/clinics.

      

Summer Financial Aid
Summer Financial Aid pacets are

available outside the Financial Aid
office. The applications are due on
Tuesday, Apr. 15.

      

Summer 2003 Registration       
The Summer Session begins on

May 23. Early registration begins on
Apr. 7 and will continue through May
23. Students should register ASAP. 

      

Attention GULC 
Class of 2003!!!

You are the guests of honor at the
Welcome to the Alumni Association
Party on Thursday, Apr. 24. Please join
us for free beer, food, wine, soda, fun
and door prizes at Thunder Grill
(inside Union Station) from 6:00 p.m.
until 8:30 p.m. The Alumni
Association wishes to congratulate
you on your accomplishments! We
hope to see you there! If you need
more information, please contact
Megan Wagner in Alumni Affairs at
202-662-9512.

      

Academic Advice Forums
The Dean’s Office is putting on a

series of forums to assist students in
compiling their class schedule for next
year. On Apr. 14 from 8:00 - 9:00 p.m.
there will be a schedule advice session
for upperclass part-time students in
Room 201.

      

Second Annual 
Take The Stairs Month -    
Fitness Center Classes

The Fitness Center has added two
new classes - Ballet on Monday at 7:30
p.m. and Jazz on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
No dancing experience necessary.

April begins our Second Annual
Take The Stairs Month. We are not
asking you to run the bleachers, sim-
ply begin taking the stairs and you
will see how this can strengthen your
muscles and inprove your stamina.
Look for prizes on the stairwells.

      

St. Thomas More Chapel -
Home of New Boston Piano

Campus Ministry is happy to
announce the arrival of a new Boston
Baby Grand Piano. Through the gen-
erosity of GULC alumna, Elizabeth
Heffernan, Esq., the new instrument
provides wonderful accompaniment
to the services celebrated in the chapel.
Though the piano is intended primari-
ly for worship, following a long-stand-
ing tradition, musical groups, students
and staff are welcome to make use of
the instrument. Please treat it with due
respect and continue to refrain from
eating and drinking in the chapel. 

      

Celebrate the Spirit 
of Service Reception

The GULC community is invited
as we celebrate the achievements of
members of our community who self-
lessly do so much for so many through
their good works. Recognition will be
given to students for outstanding pub-
lic service and to those graduating stu-
dents who met their pro bono pledge
hours. The reception will be held on
Monday, Apr. 14 from 5:00-7:00 p.m.
on the 12th floor of Gewirz.
Refreshements will be served!

      

Registration for 2003-2004
Registration for Fall 2003 and

Spring 2004 courses will begin on
Monday, Apr. 7 and continue through
Friday, Apr. 25. All registration infor-
mation and materials will be available
on-line at www.law.georgetown.edu/reg-
istration/prereg and at the Office of the
Registrar throughout the registration
period. Time of distribution of materi-
als to first year students will be
announced.

      

Research Assistants Needed 
The Georgetown Law Journal and

the Georgetown Continuing Legal
Education office currently seek
Research Assistants to assist in the
production of the 33rd edition of the
Annual Review of Criminal Procedure,
also known as the Criminal Procedure
Project. Positions are available for
between 15 and 40 hours per week,
May through August, at $12.60 per
hour. Work-study eligible students are
preferred but everyone is encouraged
to apply. Students do not have to be in
DC over the summer to qualify for this
job. Research Assistants will also
receive contributor attribution in the
May 2004 issue of the CPP, a publica-
tion with a national readership of over
12,000. If interested, please e-mail your
resume and questions to Abigail Cruce
at amc3@law.georgetown.edu or call 202-
662-9897.

      

Sublet Your Apartment Now! 
The Office of Residence Life pro-

vides summer sublet listings for
GULC students. There is no fee for fac-
ulty, staff or students wishing to list
their property for the summer. If you
have an apartment or room that you
wish to sublet for the summer or you
are seeking accommondations for the
summer, check out the Off-campus
Housing web page at www.law.george-
town.edu/reslife/offcampus/listing.html
for information on listing a property
or contact the Office of Residence Life
at 202-662-9290 for a summer sublet
listing application.

      

WTO Moot Court Competition  
On April 14 and 15, 2003, GULC

and the offices of Sidley Austin Brown
& Wood LLP will be hosting the first
Sidley - IIEL WTO Moot Court
Competition. This year's case deals
with the intersection of trade policy
and animal welfare. Issues addressed
are at the heart of the debate on trade
and environment. The panel rounds
will be held here at GULC. Panel
Hearings are open to the public and
will be in the Moot Court Auditorium
of GULC: Monday, Apr. 14 10.00 a.m.
- 12.00, 3.00 p.m.  - 5.00 p.m.; Tuesday,
Apr. 15 9.30 a.m. - 11.30 a.m. The
Championship Round will be on
Tuesday, Apr. 15 2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m. 

Crossword solution on page 4
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The law school rankings, in partic-
ular, are frequently consulted by stu-
dents deciding which law school to
apply to, or which offers to accept.
However, these rankings are sur-
rounded by controversy and many
regard them as imperfect indicators at
best, misleading at worst. The law
school rankings are compiled by
obtaining weighted averages of 12
measures of quality grouped under
four categories: quality assessment
(weighted at 40%); selectivity (weight-
ed at 25%); placement success (weight-
ed at 20%); and faculty resources
(weighted at 15%).

This year’s rankings have seen
some movement in the top 15, but the
top five schools remain the same: Yale,
Stanford, Harvard, Columbia and
New York University. The Law Center
also retained its position from last year
– 14.

A few years ago, the Association
of American Law Schools commis-
sioned a report that was finally pre-
pared on Feb. 18, 1998. Written by Dr.
Stephen P. Klein and Dr. Laura
Hamilton the report, “The validity of
the U.S. News and World Report ranking
of ABA law schools,” concludes,
“There are many serious problems
with the U.S. News system for evaluat-
ing law schools.” The report also finds
that “about 90% of the overall differ-
ences in ranks among schools can be
explained solely by the median LSAT
score of their entering classes and

essentially all of the differences can be
explained by the combination of LSAT
and Academic reputation ratings.
Consequently, all of the other 10 fac-
tors U.S. News measures, such as
placement of graduates, have virtually
no effect on the overall ranks and
because of measurement problems,
what little influence they do have may
lead to reducing rather than increasing
the validity of the results.”

Here at the Law Center, reaction
to the news that the Law Center’s
ranking did not change has been very

much in line with the report’s find-
ings. Nathan Headrick, 2L and
Student Bar Association President,
said, “The rankings in the U.S. News
and World Report are about as useful as
the seedings in the NCAA tourna-
ment. Recognition goes to the tradi-
tional favorites, but in the end we all
know a lower seed has what it takes to
really be a champion.”

Faculty and administrators
echoed the same view. “Ratings like
this are always very subjective and
few people in academia pay them

much mind. If you look at the indi-
vidual category ratings in the overall
ranking, we are often rated higher
than schools above us and for the most
part, tenths of a point separate the var-
ious schools. Thus there are always
twenty schools that can lay claim to
being in the top ten,” commented
Wally Mlyniec, Associate Dean of
Clinic Education and Public Service. 

Certain schools “punch above
their weight,” according to James
Feinerman, Associate Dean of
International and Graduate Programs.

“Some schools are ranked more highly
based on historical impression which
may no longer be true, or have such a
stellar overall ranking that a halo
effect carries over in the break-out
rankings. For example, I believe GULC
should be among the first two schools
in the international break-out catego-
ry. We have more faculty, more course
offerings, more highly developed pro-
grams and opportunities for students
to engage in international legal work
than any other U.S. law school. Our
library collection is unparalleled. But

schools like Harvard, Columbia, etc.,
retain a ranking that is no longer justi-
fied based on their current faculty and
course offerings. Yale Law School, in
particular, has virtually no full-time
faculty left doing international work
and very few course offerings but has
an undeservedly high ranking.”

“We know that the quality of a
Georgetown education compares well
with any law school in America. That
quality is better reflected in the spe-
cialty rankings, where Georgetown is
ranked in the top ten in six of the eight
surveyed,” Mlyniec asserted.

Indeed, the specialty rankings tell
a rather different story. Georgetown
tops the list in Clinical Training, and is
third in Tax Law as well as Trial
Advocacy, while being in the top ten
in three of the remaining five specialty
categories - International Law,
Dispute Resolution, Environmental
Law, Healthcare Law and Intellectual
Property Law.

Feinerman also felt that “evalua-
tors themselves are often graduates of
what have been top-ranked schools for
a long time. They consciously or sub-
consciously reflect their own back-
grounds and biases in the ranking
process, ranking their own school and
the other top-ranking schools of their
own law-school days - often decades
ago - as they were once
rated. Objective changes over time,
particularly significant changes at
schools that were not historically ‘top
ten’ tend to get ignored or underrepre-
sented in this process.”

RANK from page 1

Georgetown Law has always done
well, this year the teams took both
second and third place, with a total of
sixty teams participating. Co-cap-
tains George Morris and Eric Lent
should be commended for their hard
work in getting the teams ready for
this event, and both teams should be
proud of the outcome,” said Karen
Pierce, Fitness Director.

Georgetown Grey, led by co-cap-
tains George Morris, 3L, and Eric
Lent, 3L, took home the second place
trophy. Grey easily defeated two
teams from George Washington
University, one team from San Diego
State, and the UVA Blue team that
took second place last year. It was an
offensive explosion as Grey out-
scored its opponents in the first four
games by a margin of 73-28. The Grey
team collectively had 95 hits. The
highlights included six home runs by
Ehren Halse, 1L, four home runs by
Paul Supple, 3L, two home runs by
Lent, two homeruns by Morris
including a grand slam, and one
grand slam by Jim Pyle, 2L.

Grey played UVA Gold in the
championship game that took place
at 9:30 Saturday night. The game was
called after only four innings due to
inclement weather.

The Georgetown Blue team, led
by co-captains Raam Jani, 2L and
Ginger Faulk also had an excellent
tournament. The team played very
strong defense, had consistent 
pitching, and had enough scrappy,
timely hitting to get to the semi-final
game of the tournament. In the semi-

final round match-up between the
Georgetown Blue Team and the
eventual champion, UVA Gold, Blue
jumped out to an early 9-1 lead
sparked in part by a towering home
run off the bat of Jon Langlois, 2E.
UVA Gold came back and edged the
Blue Team by one run after 10
innings of play. 

Highlights from early in the sin-
gle-elimination tournament included
a 17-1 thumping of one of Catholic
University’s teams; a 5-4 nail-biter
against William & Mary that featured
a clutch two-out, two-run single by
Sarah Arneson, 2L, to go along with
her spectacular defense in the out-
field; and a solid victory over Penn
State. In the game against Catholic
Morris went deep on 2-1 slider send-
ing it over the right field wall and
leaving some of the team’s die-hard
fans in awe. Roommates Jason
Behrens, 1L, and Randall Merkelson,
1L, followed the team to
Charlottesville and braved the soggy
conditions to cheer on both of the
Law Center’s teams. After Morris’
shot Behrens said, “His concentration
and bat speed was a thing of beauty;
it was simply breathtaking.”
Merkelson was quoted saying, “I
have been watching and playing soft-
ball competitively since I was a little
boy, but that is probably the furthest
I have ever seen a Law Center stu-
dent hit a softball.” 

As the old Chicago Cubs saying
goes, “It’s not whether you win or
lose, it’s whether you enjoy playing
the game.” Each year the tournament
has proven to be a great experience
for the participants. 

Softball tournament recap
SOFTBALL from page 1

“The rankings in the U.S. News and World
Report are about as useful as the seedings in
the NCAA tournament. Recognition goes to
the traditional favorites, but in the end we all
know a lower seed has what it takes to really
be a champion,” [said Headrick].
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Law Center students ready to plan for next academic year
NEWSNEWS

that there are several myths/misconcep-
tions [surrounding the registration
process],” said Foster. He went on to dis-
pel the nervous mantra of students who
flood the registration website within sec-
onds of its opening, each season, hoping
that the “early bird” gets special treat-
ment.

“The biggest myth is that students
can gain an advantage by getting their
registration requests in at the beginning
of the registration period,” Foster added.
“That is not the case. Our registration
process is specifically designed not to be
a ‘first come, first served’ system.  All
students who register by Apr. 25 are
treated as having submitted their regis-
tration requests at the same time. The
Law Center has chosen this approach
because we want our students to take
time to explore the vast array of course
offerings and the teaching styles, experi-
ence and reviews of our faculty mem-
bers before planning their coursework
for the upcoming academic year.”

Foster reiterated that thoroughness
and information - not speed - are the real
keys utilized by students who ultimately
get the best schedules for themselves.

“Students who spend time looking
through the various written sources of
information about classes, professors
and prioritizing courses; get insights
from other students; attend a scheduling
advice session; and speak to professors
at the Curriculum Fair are the ones who
are most likely to end up with schedules
that best suit their needs.” Foster said. 

“To get started, there is a piece at the
beginning of the Course Descriptions
booklet entitled ‘Planning Your
Academic Career at Georgetown’ that
sets out general guidelines about select-

ing courses for your upperclass years.
Another usefull source of information—
on the JD Programs webpage—is the
essays written by faculty members about
particular course selections or course
clusters.  The ‘Examples of How Courses
Have Filled in Prior Semesters’ docu-
ment provides essential information for
maximizing your course prioritization.
There are many other resources available
through the Online Curriculum Guide.
The more research students do, the hap-
pier they are with the classes they take
during their upperclass years.”     

But the misconceptions don’t stop
there. Contrary to campus myth, Foster
asserted, attempts to be the earliest bird,
who also consumes the most at one sit-
ting, won’t help students, either.

“Another myth is that students must
take all big 4-credit courses in their sec-
ond year. Some students believe that
most potential summer employers pre-
fer students who take these courses dur-
ing their second year,” Foster warned.
“It can be overwhelming and counter-
productive to take all big courses at the
same time.  Students should vary their
course selections in their upperclass
years and spread out the four-credit
‘basic’ courses.  In doing so, students
should be careful to check which courses
serve as prerequisites for other courses
of interest and take those prerequisite
four-credit classes first.”

Foster added that another pervasive
myth surrounding registration is its
“confusing” nature. He insisted that
many difficulties which prompt students
to pay in-person visits to the Registrar’s
office could be prevented with careful
reading of instructional materials. 

“Before seeking assistance, students
should make sure to read the instruc-
tions at the beginning of the Course

Schedule and Registration Information
booklet,” Foster said. “These instructions
provide details about registering
through Student Access+ and prioritizing
courses. Also, before seeking scheduling
advice, students should make a list of
courses that interest them, look to see
which classes have time conflicts with
each other, and check the course require-
ments - exam, paper, etc. This will help
the counselor to better advise the student
about planning his or her upperclass
coursework.”

Foster added another important
caveat regarding making course selec-
tions on-line - students should not be too
“quick to click.” 

“One aspect of the registration sys-
tem that students sometimes find con-
fusing is the difference in Student Access+
between the ‘Save’ and the ‘Submit’ fea-
tures,” cautioned Foster. “Students can
go into the registration system, pick
classes and keep a record of those selec-
tions to review the next time they get on

Student Access+ by clicking the ‘Save’
button. This does not send the student’s
requests into the registration system as
their final course selections.  The
‘Submit’ function accomplishes that. A
student can go in and repeatedly ‘Save’
their registration requests and not
‘Submit’ them. Students should only
‘Submit’ registration requests once they
have finalized their course requests.”

In closing, Foster said, students
should be aware a student’s printed
schedule is not necessarily the “last
word,” and spots may yet be available in
classes where waitlisted students did not
receive seats. During the first week of
classes, there is a daily lottery run for
seats in classes that have opened up.
Students who follow instructions and
participate in the daily lotteries will max-
imize their chances for getting the class-
es they want. More details about the
add/drop/waitlist process will accom-
pany the June registration results.

REGISTER from page 1

that Congress had no power to
authorize individuals with disabili-
ties to file lawsuits for damages
against states for violating the
Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) because at the time the ADA
was enacted there was insufficient
evidence of state-imposed employ-
ment discrimination against the dis-
abled to justify Congress’ exercise of
its Fourteenth Amendment powers.
This assault on the constitutionality
of the ADA disturbs Harkin, who has
said that authoring and getting the
ADA signed was one of the proudest
moments in his life. In addition, he
had a personal stake in the act from
witnessing first-hand the discrimina-

tion his brother Frank suffered after
losing his hearing at a very young
age.

“I saw how his life was affected
by discrimination against him in
employment so I thought that if I ever
got into the position to do something

about it, I would,” Harkin said.
”Well, I got into that position and I
was privileged to be in the unique
position to work on the Americans
with Disabilities Act.”

Harkin believes that Sutton’s
views on Congressional power are
not what people like Thomas
Jefferson had in mind when they
wrote the Constitution. Instead of the
narrow interpretation Harkin
believes Sutton views the
Constitution with, Harkin says the
Constitution is a living document that
must be adaptable to changing times
and circumstances and that the
Constitution must address the prob-
lem of discrimination. He argues that
Congress was set up to act upon
issues nationally and that is why it
passed the 14th Amendment.

“When there are national prob-
lems causing discrimination to
groups of Americans, we have an
obligation to address it,” Harkin said.
“I think that is what the 14th
Amendment says. It requires equal
protection under the law and that we

shall have the power to enforce
through appropriate legislation the
vision of that argument.”

Harkin says Sutton doesn’t share
this vision of government.
“According to Sutton, Congress does
not have the power to pass the ADA

because of his narrow view of the
Constitution that elevates States
rights over people’s rights,” Harkin
said.

Harkin said that Sutton is
opposed to federal intervention in
other areas such as preventing violent
crimes against women because he
believes that the states respond
appropriately to such issues without
the federal government getting
involved. Harkin argues that in some
situations, like in Garrett, the states
have not acted in response to such
problems and that because of this,
Congress should act nationally. 

“The civil rights of a citizen of the
United States should not depend on
your address,” Harkin stated.

Harkin also took the opportunity
to mention the forums he is hosting in
Iowa for Democratic presidential can-
didates. The series runs through the
summer and will feature question-
and-answer sessions with the 2004

Democratic presidential candidates
and will air on C-SPAN. The next in
the series airs May 17 and features
Vermont Governor Howard Dean. 

Harkin first came to Washington,
D.C. in 1969 to join the staff of Iowa
Congressman Neal Smith. In 1972, he

graduated from Catholic University
of America Law School and moved
back to Iowa to work as an attorney
with the Polk County Legal Aid.  

Harkin served in the House of
Representatives from 1974 until 1984
when he was elected to the Senate.
Harkin currently sits on several com-
mittees including the Small Business
and Entrepreneurship Committee
and the Appropriations Committee.

HARKIN from page 1

Harkin delves into the Americans with Disabilities Act

Photo by Avedis H. Seferian, 2L
Students receive scheduling advice at the curriculum fair last week in anticipa-
tion of registration for next year’s classes.

“Ideology matters,” Harkin said. “If we
appoint more federal judges who take an
extremely narrow view of the law, it’s going
to have a profound impact on the ability of
those who suffer discrimination and preju-
dice and who are disabled in our society.” 

“The civil rights of a citizen of the United
States should not depend on your address,”
Harkin stated.
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What the puck happened to the National Hockey League?
SPORTSSPORTS

by Tye Andersen, 1L
Law Weekly

The NHL playoffs got off to a fantastic start last
week. There were clutch goals, sprawling saves and
monstrous hits. Seven of the eight favorites opened
with losses on their home ice, including the stun-
ning upsets of both top seeds - Dallas and Ottawa.
The Detroit Red Wings, biding to repeat as champs,
dropped a triple overtime thriller! And just a few
blocks from here, the Washington Capitals make
their push for the Stanley Cup. But did you notice?
Or do you even care?

My guess is no. Of the four major sports leagues,
hockey ranks a dead last in terms of popularity.
Speak with the average sports fan about hockey and
you’ll frequently hear: “It’s boring,” or “I don’t
understand the rules,” or “Joel Kwiatko...who’s
that?!?” Whatever their reasons, most NHL excite-
ment passes the average sports fan by. And that’s a
true shame because hockey is a dynamic, passionate
sport. Hockey players are the toughest athletes
around and in an era of greedy, selfish millionaires,
hockey players are team-first guys. 

So why isn’t hockey more popular? Well, there
are a number of reasons. First and foremost, hockey
is not accessible to everyone. Accessibility can be
defined in a variety of ways, but no matter how you
slice it, hockey always comes up short. If we speak
of accessibility in economic terms, hockey is clearly
the most expensive of the four major sports.
Requisite equipment includes expensive skates,
padding and sticks. What’s more, hockey requires
ice, and ice time at the local rink is not cheap — if
there is even a local rink. In contrast, football fields,
baseball diamonds, and basketball courts are every-
where. As a result, the monetary cost of hockey is
simply too high for many youngsters to afford. 

Hockey is also a geographically inaccessible
sport. The sport thrives in cold weather locations
like Canada, Detroit and Minnesota; there are more

rinks in these areas, superior junior leagues and if
it’s cold enough, there’s probably a nearby pond
hockey game. So if you are from one of these places,
chances are you or your friends grew up playing
hockey. But if you’re not, then the likelihood is you
were never really exposed to hockey first hand. This
is important because if you didn’t grow up with
hockey, you probably don’t understand the rules,
which is a common criticism of hockey. In reality,
however, hockey’s rules are much simpler than
baseball’s. If that doesn’t seem right, that’s probably
because you grew up in little league and baseball’s
nuances have since become second nature.

Economic and geographic factors combine to
create yet another barrier to hockey euphoria – a
racial one. Minorities make up the majority of pro
athletes in basketball, football, and baseball, yet
there are only a handful of African-American hock-
ey players and literally no Hispanic and Asian play-
ers. Without role models or rinks around, minority
athletes typically choose not to pursue hockey. The
same goes for the fan base. The contrast in racial
composition is quite apparent if one spends one
night at a Wizards’ game and the next at a Capitals’
game. To their credit, the NHL recognizes this and
has organized a “Hockey is for everyone” campaign.
But until more minorities break in or more rinks are
built, hockey will remain a closely-held sport.

Along related lines is the overabundance of for-
eign players. Foreign players, while tremendously
skilled and talented, simply don’t carry the mass
appeal of American players, at least not here in the
states. A typical NHL team roster will include only
one to three American born players. The vast major-
ity of players come from Canada, Eastern Europe or
Scandinavia. As an example, the St. Louis Blues’
Keith Tkachuk is the leading American goal scorer
in the NHL this season, but he ranks only 23rd
among overall leaders.

Hockey also suffers from a weak college system.
Unlike college basketball and football, college hock-

ey is but a blip on the sports’ radar screen. The
Frozen Four is neat, but that’s one weekend once a
year. Consequently, even American players have
virtually no name recognition prior to NHL. Ever
heard of Rick DiPietro? Probably not, but he’s a 21-
year old phenom out of Boston University and the
first goalie ever chosen number one in the draft.

Accessibility and name recognition aren’t the
only problems either. Hockey by its nature does not
translate well onto television. Of the four major
sports, no sport is as different in person as compared
to watching it on television, as is hockey. The cam-
era angle on television focuses so intensely upon the
puck that lots of action goes unseen. The rhymic
flow and sheer physicality of the game is something
that can only be experienced in person.
Additionally, the NHL has not negotiated a good
television deal. ABC shows a few random games
throughout the season and ESPN tends to push reg-
ular season hockey aside in favor of college basket-
ball. And not every playoff game is televised nation-
ally. Connected with this problem is the NHL’s con-
tinued inability to effectively market its stars.
Hejduk, Naslund, Bertuzzi and Hossa, anyone?
Believe it or not, these are the top four goal scorers
in the NHL. The NHL has material to work with,
there are lots of compelling players, teams and rival-
ries, but until NHL executives market them with the
creativity of a Pete Rozelle or David Stern, hockey
will languish in the popularity rankings.

Finally, many people dislike hockey because it is
low scoring. But close scores create incredible drama
as one bounce of the puck can quickly change a
team’s fortunes. Remember being low scoring never
hurt soccer, which is only the world’s most popular
sport. 

So take a moment as the playoffs heat up and
watch some hockey. The more you know about the
sport, the more you will enjoy it. My prediction is
the Dallas Stars over the New Jersey Devils in 6.



“Better Luck Tomorrow” - Sex, drugs and early admission 
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By Jerry Chen, 3L
Guest Writer

To begin, it’s entertaining, interesting and
engaging - but these aren’t even the best qualities
of the movie. “Better Luck Tomorrow,” a film by
up-and-coming director Justin Lin, is a darkly
comic, naively sinister movie about today’s ado-

lescent youth. Set in subur-
ban Orange County,
California, the movie tracks
four high school overachiev-
ers as they pursue and veer
uncontrollably away from
their one goal in life, to get
into an elite college. While
the subject matter is for

teenage high school students, the movie is chal-
lenging enough to appeal to all audiences.

The movie starts by introducing us to the
four main characters and their dogged pursuit of
an elite college admission. Ben, the main protag-
onist and narrator, is the prototypical good-
natured smart kid who gets straight A’s, volun-
teers prodigiously and is consistently employee
of the month at the fast food joint in the local
food court. Ben’s best friend is the rude, clown-
ish Virgil, who can best be described as an un-
neutered teenage puppy, all enthusiasm and hor-
mones, no inhibitions. Led by the smarmy and
manipulative Daric and the rebel outlaw Han,
they puncture the dreary predictability of their
lives with a suburban mini crime spree. 

Keep in mind that this is a suburban crime
spree, so that the actual danger level is some-
where between mild and zero. Nonetheless, the
thrill factor is still very real for the characters
and they relish in their new found fame as the
high school’s resident “bad boys.” Eventually,
even suburban crime sprees can get a bit nasty
and before anyone realizes, the characters are

sliding down a disturbing chain of events lead-
ing to a disturbingly ugly conclusion.

On some occasions, the dialogue may sound
amateurish bordering on the melodramatic. Then
you realize you are watching high school stu-
dents whose entire existence is confined to a suf-
focating region of suburbia, filled with the mind
opening stimulants of shopping malls, track
housing and mega-giant-superstore-warehouses.
It is no wonder the characters fall back on the
familiar and tired phrases to describe their new

dangerously exciting lives. These are adolescents
playing pretend in pre-fabricated identities who
at once ridicule and immerse themselves in their
chosen roles.

“Better Luck Tomorrow” has all the requisite
elements of a successful teen movie: sex, drugs,
clumsy romance, gun violence and irreverent
humor. The direction is tight and the pace speeds
you through the plot and climax with efficient
familiarity. The movie effectively draws you into
the artificial world of suburban high school stu-
dents that when the proverbial crap hits the fan,
you almost fail to recognize the magnitude of
issue you are being presented with. “Better Luck
Tomorrow” will not steamroll you with big guns,
big chests, fast cars and fast women. There are no
big name actors, unless you count the “MILF”
guy from “American Pie” (look it up, we’re not
explaining it - Ed.), and no dominant personali-
ties. What this film does have plenty of is sincer-
ity and honesty in its portrayal of suburban

teenage life.
At the same time the movie if viscerally

entertaining, it is subtly more than a little cere-
bral. “Better Luck Tomorrow” raises a lot of
issues and plants questions in the mind of the
audience about youth, identity and modern soci-
ety that may not bubble to the surface until the
ending credits have long rolled by. While
Director Justin Lin does not seem to have a sin-
gular dominant message, he has somehow been
able to pull together all these divergent themes
together in an engaging and darkly humorous
way. While the movie makes no overt effort at
providing answers to any of the issues present-
ed, it does present a strangely realistic version of
youth culture without window dressing or judg-
ment. What is most frightening about the por-
trayal is how much you might find yourself iden-
tifying with these characters, even as they clear-
ly make immoral life decisions.

Ultimately, “Better Luck Tomorrow” delivers
more truthful answers about today’s suburban
overachieving teenagers than any movie in
recent memory. Certainly it is leaps and bounds
above what could possibly be expected from
popular media’s typical mind bludgeoning expe-
rience (think dubayoobee). All of this is present-
ed in a well crafted and engaging package makes
this movie truly something you don’t want to
miss.

Better Luck Tomorrow 
000

Full scholarship to dream school 0000

Getting into same school as all your friends 000

Having to work to pay your way through 00

Two choices: pump gas or enlist 0

What this film does have
plenty of is sincerity and
honesty in its portrayal of
suburban teenage life.
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And you tried to tell me that punk rock was dead: 
But I know it’s not, because I saw The Kills and YYY

AAddoopptt  AA  PPeett
TTooddaayy!!

AS
GEWIRZ  
STANDS

by Jackie Cohen, 4L
Inquiring Reporter

Note: As a service to the members of the Law Center community who do not
live in Gewirz, the Law Weekly from time to time provides an update on the rel-
evant goings-on. Some say they aren't true, but how do they know?

Harold and Brian get dirty looks after openly making fun of
peoples’ interest areas at the curriculum fair.  Kate’s instant mes-
saging with her boyfriend during class drives the people sitting
near her to distraction, while Grace draws unwanted attention
after she argues with George on the library steps.  Dale wonders if
his prior arrests for public urination during college will hurt his
chances of gaining admission to the bar.  

Sadie (69 Red) is an 8-year-old spayed
female Terrier mix. She is a medium sized dog
who was abandoned when her family moved.
Sadie is an absolute sweetheart, with big, sad
eyes. She is super-nice and needs some ten-
der loving care! She seems to get along with
other dogs well and likes to be scratched
behind her ears. Please come rescue this
sweet doggie!

This week's Pets of the Week are Charlie and Sadie.
They are at the DC Animal Shelter waiting for a good home.

If you'd like to adopt Charlie, Sadie or any of their furry
friends, you can find them at:

If you'd like to help out animals, but can't adopt a pet at this
time, consider volunteering. Check out the Washington Humane
Society's website, at www.washhumane.org/volunteer.htm, for a
list of volunteer opportunities.

Washington Humane Society
Shelter

7319 Georgia Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20012

12-4 pm, seven days a week
202-723-5730 (24 hours)

DC Animal Shelter
1201 New York Ave., NE
Washington, DC 20002

11-3 pm Saturday and Sunday
12-8 pm Tuesday and Thursday

202-576-6664 (24 hours)

Charlie (A084573) is a 2-year-old
male Domestic Shorthair cat. He was a
stray living underneath a building in the
dirt. This sweet kitty deserves better
than that! Charlie has lovely orange fur
and loves to be held and sit in your lap.
Come meet this great cat!

FEATURESFEATURES

By Jason Bache, 3L
Law Weekly

Sunday night I had the distinct pleasure of
being aurally stimulated by the very raucus (and
rock-us) The Kills. The Kills features the former
lead singer of the seminal Gainesville punk rock
band Discount. Allison trades her name for Vee
Vee, and along with Hotel, The Kills meld into a
sick twisted malaise of distortion, effects and
good old fashioned four on the floor rock. The
Kills are too often compared to Discount, but in
reality they are a completely different band.
Synthesized beats and distorted backing noise are
the bread and butter of The Kills, whereas
Discount was your nice traditional four piece
punk band.

The Kills might call England home, but don’t
listen for any cockney sneer or Manchester mum-
blings. Their song styling is closer to Vee Vee and
Hotel altering between fits of screaming, plead-
ing and singing. The two really feed off each
other’s energy on stage and gestalt ingeniously.
Their stage presence reminds me of Iggy Pop
playing CBGB back in the early 80s. I was four, so
I remember it well. 

The simple appearance of The Kills stands in
shocking contrast to the sounds they drag out of
their guitars and processed backgrounds. The
Kills looks like a Friday night jam session that
went wild. Vee Vee, to be no more punked out
than anyone, was seen smoking two cigarettes at
once. Bottles littered the stage, amps fuzzed out
blues beats and one all grown-up punk rocker
belted out hits. The Kills played to a half full
room of people waiting for the headliner, but
none of that showed in their admirable dedica-
tion to rock.

The Kills might never top the pops or break
the Billboard Top 100, but they don’t care. It is
obvious from watching them play for a half hour
that both Vee Vee and Hotel were born to rock;
and as the saying goes, you can only do what you
know.

The highlight of the set was in the whiskey
soaked working man rock number *uck the peo-
ple. Showing her affinity for English folksters like
Billy Bragg, Vee Vee chants along with Hotel to
craft a song that sounds like it should be played
by rebels storming the Bastille. I was so
impressed with this particular song that the title
now adorns my back. So listen to The Kills and
*uck the people.

After The Kills I was blessed a second time in
a night and had the pleasure of seeing the Yeah
Yeah Yeahs perform. Another stripped down
group, made up of drums, guitar and singer,
minus a very noticeable bass. But again it is
amazing how YYY manage to produce such
unique and novel sounds from their instruments.
Maybe the saying is true: necessity really is the
mother of invention.

Yeah Yeah Yeahs, or YYY as they like to be
called, play punk rock in its truest form. No
pierced noses or tattooed sleeves to be found
between them all. YYY is just three friends that
got together and are living their dream of playing
for the masses. No sound, no image, just rock.
Pure and simple. 

YYY remind me of another instrument light
band, Sleater-Kinney. YYY is a must own for
every indie ultra-hip lesbian reading these
words. Fronted by Karen O, YYY has the quiet
determination and understated power that I
think is secretly lurking in all women. Lucky for
the world, Karen O doesn’t hide her hand clap-

ping, foot stomping and stiff prancing. Watching
her on stage one starts to fell pulled to follow in
some sort of punk rock monster mash, lumbering
about like a mis-wired Bride of Frankenstein.
Add to that plenty of deep throated howls and
old fashioned riot, this girl rocks like few others,
male or female besides.

I went to the show having only heard YYY for
the first time that day. I was there for The Kills.
But I was glad I stuck around for YYY. I will
always have a soft spot for female fronted bands,
especially if they are so indie rock. It is rare that I
am really caught that off guard at a show. The
last band that moved me so was Azure Ray when
they open for Crooked Fingers two years ago at
the Metro Café. And while I have sworn off buy-
ing any new t-shirt at concerts, I was persuaded
to buy a new bracelet. I am now proud to have
YYY adorn my wrist. 

Was the sound great? Yeah Yeah Yeahs. Was
the show super? Yeah Yeah Yeahs. Was the per-
formance powerful? Yeah Yeah Yeahs. Is some-
one sorry they gave up their ticket and did some-
thing else that night? Yeah Yeah Yeahs.

The Kills and YYY are just two of the dozens
of bands that played live shows here in the city
last week . I seriously recommend that in the next
few weeks, you take one night to experiment with
some new live music. If you can’t find a band you
already like, take a chance and see something
new. You will be amazed at how much stress can
be melted away by a good show with good live
music. And the next time either The Kills or YYY
play you should be sure to check them out. Sure
your ears will ring for days, but that is a small
price to pay for quality.
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Person of the Week: Joseph Burr, Law Center driver and
devoted father of four, wants students to eat properly

by Alaina Dartt, 1L
Law Weekly

How long have you worked here?
Eight years.

What do you do?  Do you do just the Union Station
shuttle, or do you do the shopping shuttle?

I do everything.  I'm the chauffeur.  I go on private
trips.  I do everything.  Anything that has to do with
transportation, I do. 

What type of trips?
I've taken people snow skiing, I've gone to Dover,

Delaware to the beach.  I take people up to Potomoc
Hills.

Who do you take?  Different student groups?
Different student groups, yeah.  Or when the shop-

ping shuttle guy isn't here, then I do the shopping shut-
tle.

What is the best part about working at the Law Center?
The people who ride my shuttle bus.  I get enjoy-

ment out of nice, friendly people, seeing what's going
on with them.  Stuff like that.  And I get enjoyment out
of helping the students, too.

Is there anything you would like students to know about
the transportation department and what you can do for stu-
dents?

It wouldn't hurt for it to be advertised a little more.
Sometimes it seems like students don't know the
specifics of the shuttle- where to be picked up, where
they get dropped off.  

Does the shuttle run a set schedule?
We do have a certain schedule to leave from the

main building, but it takes anywhere from 5 to 7 min-
utes to get to Union Station, so you can't really have a
set time.  It depends on the traffic.

That makes sense.  Where are you from originally?
I'm from right here - DC.

You grew up here?
Grew up here.

Were you born here?
Yes, I've been here all my life.  I've not lived any-

where but DC.

What's the best part about living in DC?
Right here.  Northeast.  I grew up over here, on the

other side of Union Station.

Growing up here, did you visit the monuments a lot?
Yes, indeed.  Plenty of times.  I used to run up and

down the Washington Monument steps when they let
you do it.  They won't let you do it anymore.

All the way up?
Yeah, they used to let you take the stairs.  When I

was young we used to run up the steps.  It was fun for
us, because back then Union Station was nothing like it
is now.  Back then the most exciting thing at Union
Station was watching someone get their shoes shined.

What is one thing you think people should make sure
they see while they're in DC?

The Capitol.  Take a tour.  You see paintings and
statutes of all the presidents, and the wives.  If you like
walking you can go down and see the cherry blossoms
by Key Bridge.  You can get a kick out of the tourists,
too, because they do some weird things.  

Do you have any kids?
Yes, I have three girls and one boy.  The three girls

are grown.  They're 32, 30, and 25.  The buy is only
twelve.  He'll be thirteen next month.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
Go fishing.  I go by Key Bridge.  And when I don't

want to travel too far I go right down to Anacostia Park.
But I will not eat the fish.  I throw them back.

What do you do in the winter?
Mostly, in the winter I watch T.V., or I might get

out and play a little basketball until it gets too cold.

Do you have a favorite television show?
All the ones I like are old repeats.  Like Samson and

Son.  Stuff like that.

Like on Nick at Night?
Yeah.

It's nice that it's spring now, and getting warmer.
Oh, yeah.  Mainly, I like to get out with my son.  I

like to spend as much time with him as possible,
because I'm working at night when he's home.  When
I'm home, he's at school.  So on the week-ends I try to
spend as much time with him as I can.

What do you and your son like to do?
He likes the Space Museum.  They have a lot of

things, and they're always changing.  And he loves to
play football and basketball.  We do a lot of visiting kin-
folks.  He likes to play with his cousins.  And we go to
a lot of movies.

Have you seen a good movie lately?
“Bringing Down the House”.

That was good?  I wondered if that would be funny.
That was good.  I heard reviews stating that it was-

n't funny, but I thought it was.  A lot of times you can't
go by the reviews, you have to see it yourself.

What does your son want to be when he grows up?
At one time he wanted to be an astronaut, but that's

changed to a wrestler.  But I'm sure by the time it's all
over its going to change four or five times.  But he does
say he wants to go to college, so I'm going to see that he
makes it to college.  If he goes to college he can do what-
ever he wants to do- I'll be happy.

He's in sixth grade?
Yeah, sixth grade.  I just got him a little weight set.

He's trying to build up his biceps.

That's cute.
He doesn't give me any trouble.  He's a good kid.

Parents need to adjust and change with the time.  If they
don't they're in trouble.  

Does he play football and basketball at school, or for fun?
He just does it for fun.  But next year he can go out

for the basketball team.  I've been working with him.  I
was trying to explain to him, the coach only takes the
good ones.  But I tell him, even if you don't make the
team, that doesn't mean that you're a failure.  You gave
it a try; there'll be another time, another day.  And we
go to wrestling.  The MCI every so often, they have
matches.  And he likes the car shows.  

Do you have a favorite wrestler?
I like Hulk Hogan, myself.  But it's all a show.  It's

like a soap opera.  

What are three things that are always in your refrigera-
tor?

Butter, milk, and jelly.

Do you have a favorite food?
Yeah.  Do you want to know what it is?  You're not

going to laugh?

I don't know.  What is it?
Hot dogs and pork and beans.

Do you have a favorite restaurant in DC?
Not in DC.  Mostly I go to Outback, which is out in

Maryland.

What is your ideal vacation?
Peace and quiet, and to be left alone.

Anywhere?
Anywhere.  

Do you have a favorite movie?
“Gun Fight at the OK Coral”.

Do you have a favorite holiday?
Christmas.  My family always has a family get

together on Christmas.  I have brothers and sisters I
might only see once or twice a year, so it's a chance to
spend more time with them.  

Do you have a favorite time of the year?
I love the fall.  It's not too hot, not too cold, and it's

football season.

Is football your favorite sport?
Yes.

Do you have a favorite team?
Dallas.

Dallas?  Not the Redskins?
No, I never was a Redskins fan.  

Dallas and the Redskins are rivals, right?
They used to be.  But since both of them are bad

now there's no rivalry.

Do you have a favorite animal?
I love dogs, but the area I'm in doesn't allow dogs.

That's too bad.  Dogs should be allowed everywhere.  Do
you like cats, too?

I don't like cats.  They're sly and sneaky.  

No, they're not.  You'd like my cat - she's adorable.  Do
you have a favorite kind of candy?

Snickers Bars.  

Do you have a favorite snack?
Ice cream.  

After being here eight years, do you have any advice for
students?

I've seen students with all different types of study
habits.  You have to find out what's right for you.  There
was this one girl; she studied on the subway train.  

She just got on the subway and studied?
That's what she did.  And at 12:00 I knew that she'd

be at Union Station waiting for me.  And some like
study groups, and some don't like study groups.  So
every student has to find out what's good for them in
order to get it.  

But the best advice for students, I don't care how
much you study, don't forget to eat.  I've seen that hap-
pen so many times.  They study so hard they forget to
eat.

Photo by Alaina Dartt, 1L
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Iraqi Epilogue - seeing the forest for the trees
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On Apr. 9, 2003 an Al-Jazeera
reporter covering the scenes of jubi-
lation in downtown Baghdad stood
perplexed. “It’s puzzling,” he said,
not understanding why euphoric
Iraqis were greeting American sol-
diers with kisses, flowers and
candy. Elsewhere, excuses abound-
ed. “A staged charade”; “the U.S.
media must be distorting the cover-
age”; “they are just happy because
the bombing stopped”; “wait and
see.”

In a stroke of profound irony,
those who for so long had claimed
to speak for voiceless innocent
Iraqis could not comprehend the
Iraqi voice when it was finally
released. Unfiltered through the
propaganda prism for the first time
in almost thirty years, that voice was
jubilant and clear – “We are free.”
As it turned out, for Al-Jazeera and
other groups committed to
denouncing American ambition, the
Iraqi response was off message.

There were good reasons to be
puzzled on Apr. 9. The people of
Iraq did not treat U.S. soldiers as
murderous invaders. The residents
of Baghdad did not think that they
would be better off with weapons
inspections and economic sanctions.
Rather they cried tears of gratitude
for the so-called “unjust war.”
Weren’t they unaware that the

Security Council had not approved
of the coalition’s campaign?
Someone must have forgotten to for-
ward them the memo. 

While the campaign’s detractors
have attempted to degrade the Iraqi
people’s jubilation as some kind of
visceral delusion, they could not be
farther from the truth. In reality,
Iraqi elation may be the one infalli-
ble image of the last six months. For
a single brief moment, a joyous
nation was allowed to open its
heart, breathe the intoxicating air of
liberty, and remind the world of the
universal desire for human freedom.

A joyous Baghdad resident,
Faleh Hassan, said it best: “I want to
feel that I’m a human being, I want
to feel that I’m free and that no one
can take it away. I want to work, so
that my family has enough to live. I
want to live like everyone else in
this world who lives in peace.”
(Washington Post, Apr. 9, 2003).

From Jul. 4, 1776 to Apr. 9, 2003,
the sentiment remains the same: the
spirit of freedom is a first principle
that can be conveyed in every lan-
guage and every culture.

By contrast, the outside world
has been living in a bubble. A bub-
ble where reporters listen attentive-
ly as the Iraqi Information Minister
spews Orwellian nonsense; where
George Bush is the moral equivalent
of Saddam Hussein and; where the
diplomatic solution that has killed
hundreds of thousands of people is,
according to those same diplomats,

preferred to a war that takes the
lives of just over 1,200 innocents.

In our bubble world it is not nec-
essary to draw logical connections
between two thoughts. “I want
Saddam to go” can be followed by “I
don’t believe in war” without rais-
ing an eyebrow. “I worry that inno-
cents will die” can naturally proceed
to “we should just continue with the
diplomatic solution of inspections
and sanctions.” 

In this world, the free world,
Jacques Chirac and Vladimir Putin
are lauded as peace-loving multilat-
eralists while France and Russia vio-
late U.N. sanctions; selling Saddam
night-vision goggles, anti-tank mis-
siles and electronic scramblers. In
this world, Russian and Chinese
credibility is not tarnished by the
draconian repression of Chechnya
and Tibet. 

Only outside of Iraq could peo-
ple cry that the U.N. Security
Council – an organization that did
not take action to stop genocide in
Bosnia, Rwanda or Kosovo – is the
only source of legitimacy for deci-
sive action. 

Once again, an isolated,
oppressed and battered people have
guided the free world back to first
principles. Like the jubilant
Berliners who brought joyous tears
to the world as they tore down the
Iron Curtain’s most infamous wall,
Iraqis emotionally remind us that
the difference between freedom and
bondage is very real. It is no coinci-

dence that the world watched simi-
lar celebrations erupt in Belgrade
and Kabul as those hollow tyrannies
were toppled. Such are the few true
moments of human clarity in our
modern world. 

It is worth remembering that
these moments were produced by
American military might, not U.N.
diplomacy. Bill Clinton bombed
Kosovo and Slobodan Milosevic fell
soon after. George Bush bombed
Afghanistan and the Taliban disap-
peared. Now the most brutal dicta-
torship in the Middle East is forever
gone. As Harry Truman, John F.
Kennedy, and Sen. Henry “Scoop”
Jackson knew so well, the power of
the United States is and can always
be used for great humanitarian
ends. 

The road ahead will, of course,
be difficult. Building a stable
democracy out of a tyrannized peo-
ple is no easy task. Undoubtedly,
there will be much to gripe about.
The Iraqis, as humans are wont to
do, will squabble over petty politics,
religious differences, and Saddam’s
legacy. The international communi-
ty will find reasons to complain and
snicker. For those who already
know what they are looking for,
there will always be plenty of trees
but no forest. 

In the end, however, the Iraqi
people will enjoy a better life; Iraq’s
neighbors will be more secure; and
the great triumph of human free-
dom shall march onward.

Scott P. Lindsay
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Over the course of my three years
at the Law Center, one of the greatest
life lessons I have learned is the
importance of perception. Without the
ability to perceive things correctly, we
risk arguing based on fallacies and are
prone to follow a path of errors. 

A case example of this occurred
late last week when I was talking to
two young women here at the Law
Center. Though their comments were
based in large part on modesty, the
duo criticized the male population
and their inability to commit to a long-
term relationship. Both were worri-
some that their chances of getting
married in the near future were dwin-
dling quickly and that they may be
relegated to a lifetime of being single. 

Little did they know however that
a slight focusing of the lens would
allow them to see that the way they
presented themselves, their beauty,
intelligence and refreshing personali-
ties will soon make two guys some of
the luckiest men on Earth. It was sim-
ply a matter of being patient, possibly
waiting until one of them moves to
New York and the other becomes a lit-
tle less busy with work. By not know-
ing this, they simply increase the self-
fulfilling prophecy of frustration and
the potential of blinding themselves
from the guy of their dreams.

This notion of “focusing the lens”
can be applied not only to the casual
interaction between the sexes, but also
to more complex issues such as our
viewpoints in Iraq. The Law Weekly’s
opinion section has been filled the
past fortnight with commentaries sup-
porting or denouncing our military
policies in Iraq. The Anti War Teach-
In last Monday posed numerous legal
and ethical questions to students
resulting in prisoners’ dilemma like
answers.

Yet, throughout the pages of the
Law Weekly and at all the events dis-
cussing this War, I have heard more
about ratios, numbers, programs and
descriptions of arsenal than I have
about the background of the 107
American servicemen who have sacri-

ficed their lives for this country, the
men and women who are currently
engaged in battles as you read this
commentary, or the journalists who
are trying to inform the American
public of every progress our soldiers
make.

Two of these stories have affected
me personally during the past week.
The first involves Lauren Edwards, a
friend of mine from my undergradu-
ate days who is currently serving in
the Marines. I heard through the
grapevine that Lauren had been sent
to Iraq, but I assumed that she would
never be on the front lines. I e-mailed
Lauren a couple of times since the war
began with no luck and talked to her
close friends who hadn’t heard from
her either. I began to worry about
Lauren and prayed every evening that
her name wouldn’t be mentioned as a
casualty of war during a Pentagon
briefing or a news alert on CNN. 

In the middle of last week, I was
reading an article on the War and saw
the following: “The militia are fighting
pretty good in the town,” Capt.
Lauren Edwards, a Marine involved
in the battle for An-Nasiriyah, told
MSNBC Mar. 28. “It’s a big surprise. I
don’t think we expected so much
resistance. They’re fighting hard and
they’re fighting dirty.” I let out a big
sigh of relief at first, but soon realized
that Lauren was engaged in one of the
fiercest battles in Iraq. Hopefully,
some journalist will find Lauren
sometime soon and update me on her
condition through their article.

The second story is about a jour-
nalist who I admired, learned from,
and emulated over the past three
years, David Bloom. Bloom was the
weekend anchor of NBC’s Today
Show, but was introduced to me
through his coverage of the OJ
Simpson Trial in my hometown and
the Monica Lewinsky saga. Bloom
exquisitely balanced an advanced
intellect on current events with the
curiosity to learn more, an aggressive
reporting style with boyish charm,
and reporting on serious events such
as the Washington Sniper Shooting to
rather elementary segments on the
Today Show such as how to make cot-
ton candy. He exemplified the new-
era journalist and at 39, was well on

his way to a successful career in
national news. 

It was with deep regret on Sunday
morning, while watching the show he
anchored, that I learned that Bloom
died in Iraq due to a pulmonary
embolism. The man who gave us such
original reports on what was dubbed
the “Bloommobile” and far exceeded
the quality of work of any competitor
lost his life while doing the thing he
loved most outside of his wife and
three children. 

The stories of Edwards and Bloom
should remind us that there is more to
this War in Iraq than the scorecard of
casualties, victories and prisoners of
war. Each and every Iraqi and
American currently embroiled in
Operation Iraqi Freedom has a story
behind them and one that is much
more relevant for our debate than any
statistic.

Let us not use the story of PFC
Jessica Lynch as rationale for argu-
ments for or against the war. Instead,
let us use her story to learn more
about her courageous attempt to save
her life, her miraculous recovery by
Special Forces, and the realization that
she entered the military not for college
or financial reasons, but because she
admired her brother who also served
in the military so much.

With less than five weeks to go
until Commencement, graduating stu-
dents are beginning the multitude of
logistical tasks involved in coordinat-
ing family members and escaping hys-
teria during the graduation weekend.
Solidifying hotel reservations, locat-
ing a restaurant to house a large party
on Graduation Night, determining
whether to attend the Gala on
Saturday Night and which one of a
number of parties to attend are on the
minds of many this Easter Week.
Second year students are finalizing
summer plans while first-years are
simply hoping to conclude finals.

No matter what year we are or
where we will be this fall, let us all
focus our lenses just a bit in the final
weeks of the academic year to per-
ceive how special our friendships are,
how privileged we are to come to a
school like this, and how exactly to
put an exclamation point on our time
at the Law Center.
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Focusing the lens on true reality
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Last week forces entered the
heart of Baghdad. Iraqis watched
with jubilation as an American tank
toppled the statue of one-time dicta-
tor Saddam Hussein. As with the
Berlin Wall, we were moved. While
pockets of resistance remain to be
destroyed, the moment conveyed a
sense of finality and triumph.
Indeed, symbolism ran rampant. 

Just moments before its awk-
ward fall, the statue had been draped
with the star-spangled banner. For
many Iraqis, the scepter of U.S.
authority and occupation lays
uneasily upon a weary memory and
a torn identity. A deep-seated Iraqi
mistrust of the western powers is
rooted in historical experience, cul-
tural dissonance, and years of sup-
pressive B’aathist propaganda.
Indeed, much of the Arab world
looks with an incongruous mix of joy
and skepticism at the image of the
white knight in shining desert
fatigues.

Those of us opposed to the war,
find ourselves experiencing a similar
internal conflict. Contrary to wild-
eyed predictions, it appears that the
Bush Administration has accom-
plished precisely what it set out to
do, thus far. The CIA warned of Iraqi
reprisal, if backed into the corner, as
a greater security threat than their
ongoing latent storage of alleged
weapons of mass destruction. Some

United Nations reports foresaw up to
half a million casualties. A Yale econ-
omist expected the United States to
foot a trillion dollar bill. Thankfully,
none of these predictions came to
fruition. Nevertheless, the affect on
potential future terrorism remains to
be seen; the long-term consequences
of employing weapons enriched with
depleted uranium enriched is trou-
bling; the more realistic $200 billion
expenditure is still no trifling
amount; and what the precedent of
preventive strikes will bring is worri-
some. These arguments have been
largely belittled by the powerful effi-
cacy of the war. But let’s not forget
that image is everything.

We emerge from this war,
appearing stronger and yet isolated,
a world power with a hypocritical
appetite for violent justice. The
United States has increased its politi-
cal and economic sway in a crucial
region of the world. It has claimed
full responsibility for reconstruction
and meted out the task to its own
imbedded corporations. Partly
because of this self-aggrandizement,
but also due to a legitimate sense of
marginalization, the international
community is outraged. To many,
there is something conspicuously
absent from the narrative of the
United States as Iraq’s liberator – the
complicity with which members of
this very administration propped up
the despot of terrible of proportion
whose statue, grown tall and
unwieldy, they have finally decided

to tear down.
Add to this the rash adoption of

an unprecedented doctrine of aggres-
sive foreign policy and a public flout-
ing of the U.N. Security Council
authority. How much could it have
cost the administration to continue
inspections, until the international
community validated the compelling
proof of WMDs that the United
States claimed, and came to a greater
consensus? Certainly, U.S. action
could strive to be more consistent
with its rhetoric by committing to
international principles of human
rights and impartially pursuing their
universal application. Instead, the
United States seems to deploy the
language and sign onto the relevant
organs when suited to its interests,
yet discards them out of hand when
not. The end effect is an image of a
monolith treading on the fragile col-
lective trust that was to be the cor-
nerstone of a budding system of
international law and order. And
does the American empire as the sole
purveyor of international peace and
security really serve our interests in
the long run?

The United Nations is a multilat-
eral institution established by the
United States to address the serious
problems of international security
posed by World War II. The United
Nations grew as an idealistic dream
penetrating through dusty layers of
an old and entrenched nation-state
worldview. It resonates with human-
ity’s highest ideals: equality, peace,

and justice. While its economic and
social programs have made undis-
puted contributions to the global
community, its authority and legiti-
macy as a supranational mechanism
for guaranteeing international secu-
rity is feeble. It has often been too
late and too little, or not at all, not
surprising considering the crippling
issues of politics, sovereignty, and
power within its own core member-
ship. However, none of these prob-
lems are inherently inevitable. What
is inherently inevitable is the essen-
tial role of the United Nations in our
ever-globalizing world. We,
Americans, ought to know better
than anyone, that a people will not
live long under the perceived shad-
ow of domination, yet this is the very
penumbra the U.S. is casting upon
the world in political, economic, and
cultural tones.

Last week MSNBC proclaimed
the top three newsmakers of the day,
in reverse order: “The Liberated”
(Iraqi people), “The Planner”
(Tommy Franks), and “The
Visionary” (George W. Bush). But it
would seem to us that the greater
visionaries are those marching for a
community of nations based on
enlightened self-interest, begging the
United States to take the lead in this
direction. As Anne-Marie Slaughter,
Dean of Princeton’s Woodrow
Wilson School of Public and
International Affairs, recently said,
“within every anti-American is a dis-
appointed lover of America.”

To the Editor,

Apr. 9, 2003—Iraqi Liberation
Day. Tuesday, as a French media
service was releasing photographs
of American Marines freeing 150
malnourished Iraqi children, some
as young as eight, whom Saddam
Hussein had jailed and tortured for
their refusal to join the Ba’ath
Party, some no-doubt well inten-
tioned souls convened a “teach-in”
here at GULC to “end the war.” It
would appear that they were just in
time, as Wednesday the news chan-
nels brought us amazing footage of
spontaneous celebrations on the
streets of Baghdad, with joyous
Iraqis toppling statues of the dicta-
tor and planting grateful kisses on
the cheeks of their American libera-
tors. Peace is clearly at hand.

In the past months, I haven’t
been surprised at the elaborate
farce that the Bush administration’s
resolve to rid the world of Saddam
has provoked at the United
Nations—over the years the UN
has hosted countless farces. Nor
did I lift an eyebrow at the hysteria,
some of which was played out in
these very pages, at the imagined
anti-French backlash in response to
France’s obstruction of American
goals - though I did notice a deaf-
ening silence as to the very real
anti-Jewish backlash that Chirac’s
demagoguery has provoked in
France. After all, hysteria is the
hallmark of our protesting class. 

But I shall be very surprised if
today’s events don’t change minds
around the world. At some point,
reality intrudes on even the most
rigid ideologue. Even the comically
strident Ba’athist “information”
minister got the message this morn-
ing and “forgot” to show up for
work. Surely the GULC chapter of
Idiots Against Liberating Iraq
won’t be far behind. The simple
fact is that Iraq has not enjoyed true
peace since the murderous Ba’ath
regime came to power, and will not
know justice until Saddam’s last
vestige is expunged. The real
“peace activists” are the American
and British soldiers who are bring-
ing an end to the Iraqi people’s
nightmare.

-Barry Jacobs, 2L
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The falling statue - the toppling of an empire
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Could my demand for a change
to the academic calendar come at a
worse time? As I wrote last week, the
sky was blue and the clouds were
puffy, but as the campus picked up
the Law Weekly, storms rushed back
in and released a constant drizzle,
effectively cutting springtime tem-
peratures in half. Could the sudden
change in Mother Nature be a hostile
response to my proposal to push
back the academic year? Could my
Editor-in-Chief ego grow any bigger
as I assume that Mother Nature cares
about what I write?

As always, I’ll let you, the read-
er, make that determination. My
opinion? I don’t know, but I get the
feeling that my arrogance will likely
grow before I finish this article. The
weather seriously cuts against my
proposal, to the point of almost ren-
dering it meaningless. But I implore
you, think about the children, think
about what could have been and
what will be. 

Do you need further proof? The
squirreliness of the student body is
at an all time high as we struggle
against the demands of law school
and the desire to step out and be real
students again – something akin to
human nature. I have been asked to
publish student demands for a water
slide into the new pool, a subscrip-
tion to all international versions of
Maxim magazine for the new inter-

national law center and a crane
game machine in the new student
lounge. The crane game prize
(impossible to attain, naturally)
would be tuition scholarships or an
“A” in Civil Procedure without any
studying. Apparently, previous
calls for a crane game went unher-
alded at the SBA. While undoubted-
ly such a game would bump us up
from the Fourteenth spot in the U.S.
News rankings once and for all,
these are like the thoughts crawling
through our heads right now. 

I still dream of sitting by our
new pool during the grand opening
of the student center in mid-April
next year with the sun shining
through the windows, servers tak-
ing piña colada orders, and so on,
with thoughts of outlining far off.
But I slip into early “3L-itis.”
Excuse the pun, but this is no time
to become fair-weather friends –
hop on board with me and stay
there, we really can get this done.

As the thought generally goes,
spring is when a young man’s fancy
turns to the opposite sex. Of course,
as our star cartoonist Mark Arimoto
pointed out last week, the academic
calendar sabotages that natural
process and forces us to think of
finals instead. However, let’s focus
on the more usual order of things –
it’s much more fun talking about
relationships anyway, isn’t it?

I’ve noticed a disturbing trend at
the Law Center. Where in the name
of Natalie Portman are all of the sin-
gle women at this world-class insti-

tution of higher learning? I’ve can
place all Law Center women into
three categories: unavailable and
remarkably dedicated; unattainable
and remarkably bourgeoisie; or,
unapproachable and remarkably too
occupied with law school to notice.
Don’t you love broad generaliza-
tions? 

I conducted an official study of
females at the Law Center that con-
cluded that 92 percent of them are
attached, and very few of their sig-
nificant others ever wander our cam-
pus. After you subtract those women
who won’t date Law Center stu-
dents, those with criminal records
and those addicted to internet porn,
three eligible women are left. Trust
me; none of them are interested in
hanging out with the Editor in Chief
of anything. 

When spring turns a young
man’s thoughts to fancy, the options
at the Law Center are incredibly lim-
ited. Dean Cornblatt may worry
about this broadcast where a poten-
tial male student could read it and
decide to attend elsewhere, but I can
sit on the truth no longer! Law
Center students, after many valiant
attempts, are forced to look else-
where. Maybe this is what the
administration means when they say
that we should take advantage of the
full resources of the main campus.
Shouldn’t GULC students be hook-
ing up at a rate that would make the
undergraduate campus jealous?
Shouldn’t we be creating enough
relationship drama to fill a full sea-
son of The Real World? I am waiting
for an episode of Dawson’s Creek to
break out at any second!

There has to be something devi-
ous at work here, a reason that Law
Center men and women aren’t pair-
ing off and piling onto the ark. There
is the theory that future lawyers
don’t get along well enough to date
within their own kind. This could be
true, but I’m not buying it. However,
due to my incredible powers of
investigative journalism, I once
again found the true reason – long
distance relationships. 

They are the cure and the cause
of a lot of problems, especially for

the law school student. Of all these
attached Law Center women men-
tioned above, most of them go home
with the eager anticipation of the call
from their baby boo. Of course, there
is attraction among Law Center stu-
dents, but the mere mention of
someone else in the wings is enough
to put off even the most ardent pur-
suer. Who has the time and the ener-
gy to put into an attempt to break a
bond when the chances are slim at
best? There is nothing worse than
the punch in the stomach that is
hearing of the existence of a long dis-
tance boyfriend - it ranks right up
there with “let’s just be friends.”

Some say a long distance rela-
tionship makes law school easier.
Starting law school without a sweet-
ie nearby makes it easier to focus on
your studies without worrying
about the needs and wants of your
significant other. I recall the Seinfeld
example: when the possibility of sex
is taken away from George, he
becomes a super-genius! The theory
of the law school long distance rela-
tionship follows a similar process, so
it is hoped. But life is too short to go
three years without the full enjoy-
ment of the gift of feelings we are all
born with!

All long distance relationships
must end! Immediately! Who are
you carrying all that weight around
for anyway? They hold us back
instead of pushing us forward! Do
you really want to make yourself an
emotional shell all year with the
exceptions of intense summer and
holiday breaks? Of course not! Stop
it!

Seriously, I propose a new
admissions requirement – no long
distance relationships at the Law
Center, at least ones that don’t start
here. I suggest that the significant
other must live within 25 miles of
school. Either bring them with you
or end it at the school door – we’ll all
be better off. Can there be any doubt
that these long distance relation-
ships are cramping everyone’s style?
Stop and look around, who knows
what you might be missing over the
three years you are here.
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Mass Appeal
Jon Massimino

Long distance relationships - the bane of existence

Cartoon by Mark Arimoto, 2L


