
by Jeff Corsetti, 1L
Law Weekly

"One of the best law schools in the
country deserves one of the best food
services in the country," proclaims
Mike Watson, general manager of
Café Bon Appetit at GULC. Thanks to
this summer's renovations, communi-
ty reaction indicates that Watson's
goal is approaching reality, and din-
ing at GULC may finally match pace
with the school's prestigious reputa-
tion. 

Students visiting the Café last
week indicated that the redesigned
floor plan shattered their precon-
ceived notions that attendance at law
school carries a sentence of three to
four years of gloomy, institutional
dining.  Openness, bright colors and
comfort characterize the space, which
affronts the uninviting stereotype of
an academic cafeteria. As Ali Young,

2L, gushed, "Shorter lines are all good
but what really excites me is the bar-
style seating and pastoral colors." 

The architects of the Café Bon
Appetit renovation, in conjunction

with members of the faculty, staff, and
student-body, strove to transform the
staid cafeteria into a dynamic and

by Jenny Cieplak, 2L
Law Weekly

The Law Center's new Dean of
Research, Professor Alexander
Aleinikoff, may be familiar to stu-
dents through his writings, which
have been studied in GULC classes,
or through classroom experiences.
Aleinikoff was tapped to be Dean of
Research this summer and began his
tenure on July 1. 

An expert in both constitutional
law and immigration and naturaliza-
tion law, Aleinikoff's career has
included stints as General Counsel of
the Immigration and Naturalization

by Catherine Tenney, 1L
Law Weekly

The American Bar Association
named Georgetown Law Weekly the best
law school newspaper in the country for
2002, marking the second consecutive
win for the paper. The award was
announced at the ABA's annual meeting
this August in San Francisco. The Law
Weekly staff learned they had won the
award from Editor-in-Chief Jonathan
Massimino, 3L. "What pleases me the
most about this victory is how far we
came as a team over the course of the
semester. I think this says a lot about
where we stand among our law school
contemporaries, especially since it is the
second year in a row," commented
Massimino. Managing Editor Mark
Leighton, 3L, said that after surveying
some of the competition he hadn't antici-
pated another win this year. "I admit, I
wasn't expecting it. I thought Harvard
would win - they had a very good web-
site."

by James Veverka, 1L
Law Weekly

The Supreme Court, in a rare spe-
cial session on Monday, will hear the
much anticipated campaign finance
case of McConnell v. Federal Election
Commission. Scheduled for four hours
of arguments - three hours more than
most cases receive - the hearing will
evaluate the constitutionality of various
provisions of the Bipartisan Campaign
Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA), popularly
known as the McCain-Feingold Act.
Last Thursday, media attention focused
on the Supreme Court Institute as it
opened the new year with a panel dis-
cussion on the case before the Court.

Professor Roy Schotland, who
teaches election law, was the first of the
four-member panel to speak. "This is
one hell of an unusual case," he said, as
he listed all the different issues raised
by McConnell. Indulging in a little fore-
casting, he predicted that the Act's
restrictions on "soft money will proba-
bly be sustained." “Soft money” is the
term for donations to campaigns that
are made via the political parties, as
opposed to "hard money" donated
directly to a candidate's campaign.

Ellen Weintraub, current chair of
the Federal Election Commission, the
primary agency charged with enforcing

BCRA, made no predictions.
Lamenting that campaign finance is
something of a "chicken and the egg"
problem, she questioned whether what
BCRA is trying to fix was an issue of
donors seeking to gain influence with
an elected official and or an issue of
elected officials and parties pressuring
the donors to contribute. 

Larry Noble, executive director of
the Center for Responsive Politics, more
bluntly described the issue as "extortion

versus bribery." Like Schotland, Noble
made a few predictions on the case,
expressing a bit more confidence in the
outcome than the other panelists. Noble
commented on the timing of the case,
"Supporters of the law, the defenders of
the case, have a leg up going into this,"
he said, also predicting "a decision
before the first of the year."

Clinton administration Chief of
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Professor Lazarus spoke at the recent meeting of the Supreme Court Institute
concerning the campaign finance cases.  

Law Weekly
repeats as
ABA’s Best
Newspaper

See LAW WEEKLY, page 5
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The newly renovated cafeteria opened to the students the first day of school,
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American Inns of Court 
Join the Federal American Inn of

Court to practice hands-on litigation
skills, raise your sensitivity to profes-
sional and ethical standards and net-
work with our diverse membership of
mentors, including master trial
lawyers, academics and judges.  

Meetings, which include dinner,
generally will be held on the fourth
Thursday of each month through
April, from 5:45 - 8:30 p.m., at the
National Courts Building, 15th & H
Streets, N.W. - 1 block from the
McPherson Square Metro Station. The
first meeting will be held on Thursday,
Sept. 25, 2003.

In addition, 1-2 lunch or after-
work pupilage team meetings, sched-
uled when you are free, will be held
during four of those months.  

Please call Judge Diane G. Sypolt
or Ms. Shirley Scott at 202-219-9655
ASAP for an application or further
information.  

      

GULC Softball Club
Meet New People! Take a Break!

Have Some Fun! Come join the GULC
Softball Club on Saturdays, beginning
Sept. 13, at 10:30 a.m. at the corner of
Constitution Ave. and 23rd St. N.W.
Beginners are welcome. Experienced
players are encouraged. E-mail gulc-
softball@yahoo.com with questions.

      

Club Fair is Coming. . .  
Wednesday, Sept. 10, from 3 p.m.

to 6 p.m. on the quad - meet club mem-
bers and sign up for organizations. 

      

See the Supreme Court  
A limited number of reserved

seats are available for the October
term. Sign up in the office of Student
Affairs, Room 170.  

      

Mass Schedule 
Mass will be celebrated in the

Chapel at 11 a.m. and 8 p.m. Daily
masses will continued to be held daily
at 12:15 p.m. and Mondays and
Wednesdays at 5 p.m. in the Chapel.

      

Student Tickets Available 
at Office of Student Affairs      
Tickets to see the Baltimore

Orioles play the New York Yankees on
Thursday, Sept. 18, at 7:05 p.m.
Discount tickets are $13 each. 

National Symphony Orchestra
tickets are availabel to see Slatkin con-
duct Emmanuel Ax, pianist, in a per-
formance of works by Dvorak, Mozart,
Barber and Resphigi.  Tickets are $24
and available only to GULC students.  

Discount movie tickets for AMC
and Lowes movies.  Tickets are $5.50.  

       

Student-Alumni Golf Outing 
At the prestigious “Tournament

Players Club at Avenel,” in Potomac,
MD, the Student-Alumni Relations
Committee will sponsor a golf outing.
More information is available from
Jim Pyle at jbp9@bulldog.georgetown.edu
or from Brian Guiney at bpg4@bull-
dog.georgetown.edu. 

      

Government Interview  
Program 

A limited number of government
agencies will be on campus to inter-
view 2Ls/3Es for summer positions
and 3Ls/4Es for permanent positions.
Currently 31 agencies are planning to
attend. The deadline to submit bids
and upload resumes onto E-Attorney
is today, Monday, Sept. 8. 

      

University of Arizona
Government Honors Program
Handbook Available Online

The best source for information on
over 60 agencies which federal and
state internships is now available
online. E-mail OPICS at
OPICS@law.georgetown.edu to request a
password to access the site.
Remember to put “University of
Arizona” in the subject line.  

      

OPICS Fellowship Manuals
Available

Interested in learning more about
public interest fellowships?  Manual I
provides descriptions of fellowship
options and tips on selection strategy;
and Manual II includes information on
over 100 different programs for new or
recent graduates.  

      

Catholic Students’ Forum 
Please join the Catholic Forum on

Tuesday, Sept. 16 at 12:10 in room 154
for pizza. The group will be discus-
siong Catholic beliefs and how to
grow on the job as Catholic attorneys.
Activities planned for the semester
include discussions on Catholicism
and adjudication, the moral obliga-
tions of the lawyer and natural law.  

      

Law School Disorientation
If you blieve in civil liberties, que-

tion the socialization of law students
for firm practice and privlege, and
came to law school to gather the tools
to create social justice and radical
change, come to the National Lawyers
Guild’s annual disorientation.  Today
at 5 p.m. on Gewirz’s 12th floor.  

      

Work up a Sweat at the
Fitness Center

Looking for a workout buddy?
Tennis anyone? How about golf? Rock
climbing? Sign up or grab a partner
from our bulletin board located in the
hallway of the Fitness Center.

New to weight training or do you
want to learn how to use our equip-
ment? The Fitness Center offers
weight training classes on a regular
basis. Our next workshop will be
Wed., Sept. 17 at 4 p.m. Sign up in the
Fitness Center.

The Fitness Center has a certified
massage therapist on staff. Christine is
here most weekdays. Massages are $30
for 1/2 hour and $50 for an hour.
Schedule your appointment in the
Fitness Center - or call us at ext. 9294.

      

Wine Tasters Sign-Up
Join the Wine Tasters club at the

Club Fair on Wednesday, Sept. 10.  $50
is the membership fee, payable in cash
or check. The price covers four tastings
of varying wines. All tastings are held
on the 12th floor of Gewirz from 8 - 10
p.m. Questions? E-mail winetast@bull-
dog.georgetown.edu.

      

Georgetown Student Animal
Legal Defense Fund

The kick-off meeting is Thursday,
Sept. 18 from 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. in Room
109. Drinks and snacks will be served.
Think occasionally of the suffering of
which you spare yourself the sight. 

      

The Catholic Forum
The Catholic Forum is a group for

all students interested in Catholicism
to discuss Catholic faith and beliefs
and how to act as a Catholic Lawyer.
Join our e-mail list by writing to
catholicforum@law.georgetown.edu or
visit our table at the Club Fair on Sept.
10. Join us for refreshments at our first
meeting on Sept. 16 at 12:15 p.m. in
Room 154 as we discuss our plans for
the year and consider additional ideas
about what we can offer, including the
focus of our event topics, community
serive and social events.

      

Help the EJF Auction!
The EJF is looking for two stu-

dents to co-chair the auction, and vari-
ous students to join the Auction Board.
To apply or send questions, please
contact EJF@bulldog.georgetown.edu.

Crossword solution on page 5
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Staff John Podesta distinguished himself
from the other panelists as "agnostic" on
the issue of campaign finance. Podesta
highlighted recent campaign donations
to the major parties by FirstEnergy, a

utility company that has garnered
national attention following the recent
blackouts in the Northeast and Midwest.
Expressing concern over the effects of
FirstEnergy's donations, Podesta dis-
cussed effects of BCRA he did not find
altogether positive. "People are not
going to wait…." he said. "[BCRA
already has] had a profound effect on
weakening national parties." He added
that hard money is having "a dramatic
and powerful effect on the Republican
side of the ledger." BCRA, he said, is
"one more step to the destruction of the
public financing of presidential cam-
paigns."

Overall, the tenor of the panel dis-
cussion was amicable. Noble stated that
"the FEC is seen as part of the root of soft
money problems." Weintraub interrupt-
ed, "Don't blame me! I wasn't there," to

the laughter of the audience.
One idea receiving unanimous con-

sent was the assessment that the trial
court had bungled the case. Schotland,
for instance, pointed out that both par-
ties to the suit at the trial level moved for
a finding of fact, but "those three losers

[the trial judges] denied that motion."
Weintraub wasn't much more sympa-
thetic, and stated, "One even detected
minutes of frustration in the Supreme
Court with the [length of time it took for
the trial court decision]." Speaking of the
Supreme Court decision, she said, "I'm
just hoping it comes in at under 1,600
pages." The length of the trial court deci-
sion totaled 1,600 pages.

Much of the dialogue, however, was
highly technical. The discussion
abounded with references to "(c)(4)'s"
and "527s" (types of political organiza-
tions). In the audience, Grant Rabenn,
1L, remarked, "This conference recon-
firmed for me that no lay person can
understand anything about campaign
finance." Chris Cole, 1L, also in the audi-
ence, said, "It doesn't take just a lawyer,
but specialized lawyers, to understand,

and even they don't know for sure."
Podesta, in his comments, seemed

to recognize this, saying, "one needs a
law degree" just to understand cam-
paign finance. He posited that difficulty
as the reason for the tremendous lack of
salience to the issue of campaign finance
reform in polling results.

Overall, the panel seemed to leave
the audience not only a bit bewildered
by the complexity of campaign finance,
but thoroughly excited. "The way they
built it up really makes me want to be
there to witness it," Cole said, speaking
of the hearing for the arguments on
Monday, "It sounds like a shoot-out at
the O.K. corral."

But perhaps the real of impact of
campaign finance reform remains to be
seen. "What they will see is the parties

will be weaker," Schotland said, speak-
ing about the perceptions of the average
voter. Noble commented, "I think a lot of
it depends on the press. [Average voters]
will not see the stories about the presi-
dent on outings with million dollar
donors," so as to connect business scan-
dals like that of Enron with campaign
finance and political issues. On a more
prosaic level, Weintraub said, "They'll be
getting more direct mail."

Weintraub had another comment
that seemed to summarize some of the
impressions of both the panel and the
audience. In talking to a citizen of
Nigeria about their recent attempts to
craft campaign finance legislation, she
consoled him of his difficulties, saying,
"We've been at it for over two hundred
years and still haven't figured it out."

Supreme Court Institute addresses campaign finance

Podesta, in his comments, seemed to recog-
nize this, saying, "one needs a law degree"
just to understand campaign finance. He
posited that difficulty as the reason for the
tremendous lack of salience to the issue of
campaign finance reform in polling results.

Photo by Feras Gadamsi, 1L 
Professor Podesta looks on during the recent meeting of the Supreme Court
Institute to discuss the upcoming term of the Supreme Court.

SCI from page 1



inviting "café." The plasma screen tele-
visions, open floor plan, redesign of
the serving area, and bar-style, laptop-
accessible seating, were implemented
to create a more enjoyable dining expe-
rience. As Debby Morey, director of
business operations, noted, "We want-
ed to create a dining experience that
truly caters to the GULC community
and is responsive to its changing
needs." 

The new seating plan, which offers
something for every student, reflects
the dynamic life of the typical GULC
community member.  Formerly rele-
gated to choosing one of many chairs
at scattered identical tables, a student

may now opt for solo bar seating, com-
plete with space for studying.  Group
seating areas allow for a more social
dining option, and those wishing to
catch the game or the news during a
study break may do so easily on multi-
ple screens.   

Furthermore, redesigned service
areas aim to make the idea of grabbing

a "quick bite," once a task rendered
impossible by the long lines of
between-class rush hours, a realistic
option for a busy community. Morey
explained that the renovation's pri-
mary goal was to eliminate the long
lines of the old cafeteria without giving
up any of the seating for GULC's ever-
expanding community. To accomplish
this, staff implemented a double-sided
salad bar, expanded the kitchen, elimi-
nated a private meeting room, and
reorganized high-traffic food stations
to interfere less with the overall flow of
the serving area. While it will take time
to evaluate the impact of the changes,
all indications suggest that the renova-
tions will lead to a smoother, quicker,
and better overall dining experience.

The menu has been renovated, too.

Watson described improvements to
food quality and variety that the Café
makeover will enable his staff to pro-
vide. A larger kitchen and the hiring of
executive chefs may result in better
food and more variety for all. As a case
in point, Watson explained, last year
the cafeteria offered two soups per
day, and now Café Bon Appetit offers

four. Additionally, new brick ovens
coupled with the use of fresh sauces,
cheeses, and dough, will ensure that
pizza lovers do not go home unsatis-
fied. Vegetarian and vegan options
have expanded in response to student
requests, and health-conscious diners
can now evaluate the dietary ramifica-
tions of what they consume through a
new food labeling program. Watson
notes that the Café's menu will change
daily to reduce "food fatigue," and
encourages students with food sugges-
tions to contact him or a member of his
staff. Café Bon Appetit is not bound to
serve a set menu, he says, and selec-
tions can change with the ebb and flow
of GULC's culinary tastes. 

As for the future, Watson and
Morey continue to develop and imple-

ment dining ideas students may
embrace. For instance, the new café in
the soon-to-be completed Eric E.
Hotung International Law Center
Building will likely serve beer and
wine. The cafe/bar may overlook the
planned pool, and further the planners'
goal of making dining at GULC a more
comfortable, enjoyable experience.  

The Café is open Monday-Thursday,
while classes are in session, from 8 a.m. to
8 p.m. and on Friday from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
In response to student requests, a
coffee/sandwich bar will be open on
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Check the
menu at www.georgetown.edu/foodsvcs
Sorry no debit or credit cards allowed but
Café Bon Appetit will gladly accept cash
and GO Cards. 
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Mmm, mmm, good changes at Cafe Bon Appetit

Watson described improvements to food
quality and variety that the Café makeover
will enable his staff to provide. A larger
kitchen and the hiring of executive chefs
may result in better food and more variety
for all.

CAFETERIA from page 1

Photo courtesy Holly Eaton
This year over 160 first year students along with 13 upper class students and 10
faculty and staff members contributed over 500 hours of community service
on behalf of ten local organizations as a part of orientation week. In the
above photo, various 1Ls finish up the brick work on a local home. 



MONDAY, SEPT. 8 TO FRIDAY, SEPT. 12, 2003 GEORGETOWN LAW WEEKLY     PAGE 5

Service in the Clinton
Administration, as a Professor at the
University of Michigan, and as
General Counsel of the Bureau of
Citizenship and Immigration
Services. He also serves on the
Carnegie Endowment's International
Migration Policy Program, and is
often a featured speaker at confer-
ences and panels on immigration and
refugee law. 

Universally respected by other
professors, Dean Aleinikoff was also

listed in the "Most Cited Law Faculty"
list in a University of Texas survey of
law publications. In addition, he is
often invited to comment in such fora
as The Washington Post and PBS. Said
Georgetown Law Professor Heidi Li
Feldman, "I share an unusual bond
with Dean Aleinikoff. He was a
teacher of mine during my first year
of law school, then a colleague at
Michigan Law School, and now a col-
league here at Georgetown. For thir-
teen years, we have been learning
together. I say together because one
of Dean Aleinikoff's finest qualities is
his willingness to learn collaborative-

ly, a quality I have tried to learn from
him."

The Dean of Research position
covers all aspects of faculty research
and also includes organizing sym-
posia and lecture series. One upcom-
ing event Dean Aleinikoff is particu-
larly excited about is a celebration of
the 50th anniversary of Bolling v.
Sharpe, the companion case to Brown
v. Board of Education, in which the
Supreme Court held that segregation
in District of Columbia public schools
was unconstitutional. This event will
include a panel discussing the legal

issues present in Bolling, as well as a
panel comprised of community mem-
bers involved in the case, including
students at the time of the landmark
decision as well as attorneys who
were involved. 

Dean Aleinikoff calls his first two
months as Dean of Research "a learn-
ing experience," saying he got the
opportunity to "see another side of
the law school, the administrative
side, which is extensive." He added
that most of the work he will be doing
is behind-the-scenes, noting, "If I do
my job well, you don't see it." 

While praising the strong founda-
tion provided by previous Deans of

Research, Dean Aleinikoff plans to
continue strengthening the intellectu-
al community of the law school by
providing "a variety of fora for com-
munity intellectual engagement."
Another aspect of his duties includes
working with new and untenured
faculty to use all the research
resources GULC has to offer. He is
excited about the new International
Law Center, and plans to encourage
cross-border interaction through
partnerships between GULC and for-
eign institutions and international
research and scholarships. 

Students who have taken classes
from Dean Aleinikoff concur in praise
for his personable yet intellectual
teaching technique. "Professor
Aleinikoff is the kind of professor that
makes Georgetown so special. He's
bright, articulate, passionate about
his work, an engaging teacher, and an
inspiring role model. He teaches with
a healthy dose of humor, a curiosity
about what his students have to say
about a topic, and a willingness to cut
to the uncomfortable side of impor-
tant questions about how we define
our country, our citizenry and who
we are," said Melissa Williams, L ‘03.

"He was really friendly, down-to-
earth, and personable, so I didn't
mind when he called on me the first
day of class. Also, his knowledge of
Constitutional law, as evidenced by
his writings, is very impressive. He
brings in the thoughts and ideologies
of various scholars and makes you
see the pros and cons of their posi-
tions," added Melissa Sanchez, 2L.

Kiran Ghia, 3L, agreed, "I took
Professor Aleinikoff's Immigration
course last semester and just as a per-
son and teacher, I really felt he was
one of the most down-to-earth profes-
sors I have had at Georgetown. He
has an ease about him that makes it
very comfortable for students to
approach him." 

Dean Aleinikoff keeps up with
the teaching that has made him such a
well-loved figure at GULC, teaching
an immigration law and citizenship
class this semester. In addition, he is
working on a book on the relationship
between international law and the
United States Constitution and is
updating the fifth editions of his
immigration textbook and constitu-
tional law reader. He continues to
write for publications such as The
American Prospect, where he is a fre-
quent contributor. Says Aleinikoff, "I
like doing policy related work as well
as more theoretical writings." 

Student, faculty praise Aleinikoff as Dean of Research
RESEARCH from page 1

NEWSNEWS

Any law school newspaper may
enter the competition, which judges
entrants on criteria including staffing,
technology used, organization, length
of existence, budget and frequency of
issue. The Jan. 20 and Apr. 7 issues of
the paper were submitted to the ABA
last spring for review. The ABA
Newspaper Competition consists of
five categories: Best Newspaper, Best
Magazine, Best Feature Article, Best
Humorous Article and Best Editorial.

Law Weekly staff writer Amina
Rana, 3L, was awarded the Best Feature
Article award. Her winning piece,
"Over 500 Law Center students sign on
as amici curiae to Grutter brief," cov-
ered the campaign by GULC students
to file an amicus brief in the Michigan
affirmative action case on behalf of
nearly 4,000 law students around the
country. Rana's article covered
Georgetown students' involvement in
writing, circulating and filing the brief. 

"The key was that I wanted to cover
it from both angles, and give an accu-
rate portrayal of the real life events,
because of course, this was a heated
debate with tempers on both sides -
those against affirmative action, and
those for it," Rana said. "I didn't need
much inspiration, as the energy was
electric on campus, especially on
account of guys like David Fauvre and
Brian Greer, who both initiated the brief
drafting. And the dissent was equally
electric.”

With a weekly readership of over
1,500 the Law Weekly aims to keep mem-
bers of the GULC community informed

about campus activities like the affirma-
tive action campaign. Caroline Liset, 2L,
says she reads the paper to keep in
touch with her fellow law students.
"Grad school is so much different from
college. Not living on campus makes it
hard to know what people are talking
about. I think the paper really helps to
bring the community together." 

While the Law Weekly staff is hesi-
tant to tamper with the paper's winning
formula from the past two years, they
are already making plans to improve
the paper in the upcoming months.
"We've certainly found the formula for
success, but we're not satisfied with two
awards in a row. We will seek to
improve upon the last two years and
incorporate innovative new ideas," said
Massimino. Over twenty students
showed up for the paper's first meeting
last week, including many 1Ls with sig-
nificant journalism experience and
enthusiasm for continuing the paper's
winning streak. The excitement from
returning staffers was apparent. "I've
been a part of this paper all the time I've
been at law school and I've enjoyed
every second of it," says Managing
Editor Avedis Seferian, 3L. "The writers
and editors are among the most won-
derful people I know here, and it's great
to work with them, or just hang out
together in the office."

The Georgetown Law Weekly is pub-
lished Mondays during the academic
year. Law Weekly meetings are held
Mondays at 5:00 in Room 109. Those
interested in joining the Law Weekly staff
can attend Law Weekly meetings or con-
tact the Law Weekly office at ext. 9265 or
e-mail laweekly@bulldog.georgetown.edu.

Law Weekly simply the best

Universally respected by other professors,
Dean Aleinikoff was also listed in the "Most
Cited Law Faculty" list in a University of Texas
survey of law publications.

LAW WEEKLY from page 1
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Even hated Redskins have a shot with NFL parity

Annie
Wartanian
“The team from
the city Alaina
would rather visit
wins.”

Jon Massimino
“As opposed to

the rest of the marks
on this newspaper,
I'm out to win this
bad boy.  Bow down
to the reigning
champ.”

Tye Andersen
“Jon, first I'll establish domi-
nation, then I'll send you
those naked pictures of Gary
Busey that you wanted.”

Alania Dartt 
“The team with the

cutest animal mascot
wins.  If neither team has
an animal mascot, the
team with better uni-
forms wins.”

Mark Leighton
“I couldn't care less
about football. I just
like getting my pic-
ture in the paper.”

Welcome to Football Picks 2003! Once again, the Law Weekly
editors have taken it upon themselves to read the stars and dis-

cern the winners and loser of the NFL. Jon is hoping to repeat
as champion, while Tye feels the need to trash talk. 

by Feras Gadamsi, 1L
Law Weekly

OK, so I admit it. I’m from Dallas, and yes, I’m
a Cowboy fan in Washington, D.C. For 23 years, I’ve
spent my life rooting, without inhibition, for the
Cowboys and hating the Washington Redskins. I’ve
been accustomed to free Jack In The Box Cowboy
antenna balls and 60-foot billboards paying homage
to Emmitt Smith. I mean, one of our interstates is
named after the late great Cowboy coach Tom
Landry for God’s sake. Now I enter foreign territo-
ry, where being a Cowboy fan isn’t just wrong, it’s
sin. Everywhere I go the Washington Redskins are
touted throughout the Post and restaurants.
Giveaways revolve around the ‘Skins and promo-
tions tie them in at any chance they get. It’s like
entering a netherworld where white is black and up
is down. Yes, I came to D.C. for law school, but I cer-
tainly didn’t expect to be lambasted with so much
red and gold.

What’s worse is the fact that the Redskins aren’t
even a good team. The New York Jets West sport an
offensive line that couldn’t open a hole for a field
mouse and a defensive line that is as old as it is bad.
The ‘Skins quarterback quandary may be getting a
little clearer with an improved Patrick Ramsay, but
he’s still a year away at least. Yes, they have an
owner as crazy as Jerry Jones in Daniel Snyder, and
they even have a coach that is as demonstrative as
Bill Parcells in Steve Spurrier. And yes, the
Cowboys have stunk even worse than the Redskins
for the last few years.

But that hasn’t stopped the Cowboys from dom-
inating Washington since 1997. Before a meaning-
less win in the 2002’s season finale, Dallas had
defeated the ‘Skins ten consecutive times.

So why is the enthusiasm surrounding this sea-
son’s version of the Redskins so high in this city?
The reason is simple: parity is the name of the game

in the NFL. It’s why Jacksonville fans swear it’s the
Jaguars year and why Arizona fans will take the
lunch bags off their heads to cheer on the
Cardinals…at least for the first few games.

Last year’s pee-on will make the playoffs. The 6-
10 doormat of a year ago will win the Super Bowl.
Even the Cincinnati Bengals have a shot this year
with new coach Marvin Lewis. Everyone should be
enthusiastic about their home team because the NFL
has gotten exactly what it wants for selling out the
dynasties in Dallas, San Francisco, and Pittsburgh
for the parity it now enjoys. In a word, money.

Face it. If your team has a shot, which nearly
everyone does under today’s salary cap constraints,
you’re more likely to watch your team play. The
more likely you are to watch, the more money you
are willing to spend. The more money you
spend…well you get the idea. Today’s NFL may not
be the sentimentalist’s American pastime, but it sure
is average American’s pastime.

Even fans that are disillusioned by the teams
they cheer can’t get away from watching a few min-
utes of Sunday bliss on the tube. But the NFL has
done something even more for itself to separate
itself from the other professional leagues in
America. The NFL has piqued the interest of the
ever-elusive average American. You know him or
her as the person who has a dollar to spend but

won’t do it unless there’s proper reason to do so.
Every sport has it die-hards. The Professional
Bowlers’ of America have roadies. The badminton
enthusiasts have their families. But it is the average
American that drives the engine, and more impor-
tantly fills the coffers, of professional leagues.

By making the playing field level, everyone
believes. And belief can go a long way if it is pack-
aged with four tickets, four hot dogs, four drinks
and sideline cheerleaders for only $150. Even the
sport’s crown jewel, the Super Bowl, is somewhere
between Christmas and Thanksgiving in terms of
national holidays. Whether or not your team is in
the big game, most Americans are inclined to watch
it.

And even if the average Joe or Jane doesn’t care
about the game, they are aware of it. They go to
Super Bowl watching parties around it, and adver-
tisers spend millions of dollars to get a piece of the
action. That in turn drives up the TV contracts and
ratings, and that gives way to more dinero for each
and every team.

The NFL has seen the age of the dynasty give
way to the age of parity in the American subcon-
scious, yet it is the only league of the major four to
address the change. While baseball struggles to
keep small market teams on par with the big boys
and NBA has a battle of haves and have-nots, the
NFL continually gives fans in each city a shot every
season. That, my friends, is all anyone can ask for
from the league. No other professional sport has as
much wide appeal as the NFL, and it is directly due
to the way the league is packaged. That goes back to
parity that doesn’t bode well for dynasties, but
almost guarantees that every fan in every NFL city
thinks the team will go all the way.
It’s why Dallas fans think the ‘Boys have a shot,
even with Quincy Carter at quarterback. And it’s
why, yes, even the dreaded Redskins might actually
make the playoffs.

Face it. If your team has a
shot, which nearly everyone
does under today’s salary
cap constraints, you’re more
likely to watch your team
play. 

Emy
Hancock 
“Cute

nothing.
Football
belongs to the
biggest and
fattest. Team
with most
monstrous
lineman wins.”

Audrey Perry
“My knowledge of foot-
ball is so far superior, I
didn't think it would be
fair to pick teams based
on my expert edge.
Therefore, I've decided
that the winners this week
have the hottest quarter-
backs. “

FOOTBALL
PICKS

NFL WEEK TWO TYE AVEDIS ANNIE AUDREY JON MARK ALAINA EMY
Washington at Atlanta Atlanta Atlanta Atlanta Atlanta Atlanta Atlanta Atlanta Washington
Detroit at Green Bay Green Bay Green Bay Detroit Green Bay Green Bay Green Bay Detroit Green Bay
Tennessee at Indianapolis Indianapolis Indianapolis Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee Indianapolis Indianapolis
Pittsburgh at Kansas City Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Kansas City Kansas City
San Francisco at St. Louis St. Louis San FranciscoSan FranciscoSt. Louis St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis San Francisco
Houston at New Orleans New Orleans Houston New Orleans New Orleans New Orleans New Orleans Houston New Orleans
Miami at NY Jets Miami Miami Miami Miami Miami Miami Miami Miami
Buffalo at Jacksonville Buffalo Jacksonville Jacksonville Jacksonville Buffalo Buffalo Jacksonville Buffalo
Cleveland at Baltimore Cleveland Baltimore Cleveland Baltimore Cleveland Baltimore Cleveland Baltimore
Seattle at Arizona Seattle Arizona Arizona Arizona Seattle Seattle Arizona Arizona
Carolina at Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Carolina Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Carolina Carolina
Denver at San Diego San Diego San Diego San Diego San Diego San Diego Denver Denver San Diego
New England at Philadelphia Philadelphia Philadelphia New England New England Philadelphia New England Philadelphia Philadelphia
Cincinnati at Oakland Oakland Oakland Oakland Oakland Oakland Oakland Cincinnati Oakland
Chicago at Minnesota Minnesota Chicago Chicago Chicago Minnesota Chicago Chicago Chicago
Dallas at NY Giants NY Giants Dallas NY Giants NY Giants NY Giants NY Giants NY Giants NY Giants

Avedis Seferian
“I'm picking up
where I left off from
last year. This week,
I begin with the old
standard: tossing a
coin. Each time,
heads was for the
home team and tails
for away.”

STANDINGS W L PCT. GB
Jon 0 0 .000 -
Alaina 0 0 .000 0
Audrey 0 0 .000 0
Avedis 0 0 .000 0
Annie 0 0 .000 0
Tye 0 0 .000 0
Emy 0 0 .000 0
Mark 0 0 .000 0
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Summer movies widely vary in quality and entertainment

AAddoopptt  AA  PPeett
TTooddaayy!!

Tink is an adorable, 1-year-old,
female mixed breed dog. She weighs
35 pounds.  Her last home cruelly kept
her and 41 other dogs locked up in the
dark, and never let them outside.
Despite this, Tink is gentle and docile
(she has been temperament tested).
She loves children and gets along well
with other animals (including cats).

This week's Pets of the Week are Brooke and Tink.  They
are at the D.C. Animal Shelter waiting for a good home. 

If you'd like to adopt Brooke, Tink, or any of their furry
friends, you can find them at:

If you'd like to help out animals, but can't adopt a pet at this
time, consider volunteering. Check out the Washington Humane
Society's website, at www.washhumane.org/volunteer.htm, for a
list of volunteer opportunities.

Washington Humane Society
Shelter

7319 Georgia Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20012

12-4 pm, seven days a week
202-723-5730 (24 hours)

DC Animal Shelter
1201 New York Ave., NE
Washington, DC 20002

11-3 pm Saturday and Sunday
12-8 pm Tuesday and Thursday

202-576-6664 (24 hours)

Brooke is a 7 year old, female Persian cat.
She has tortoiseshell markings, and is a very
pretty girl. Her last family had her declawed,
so she must go to a home without other cats,
or with cats that do not have their claws.
Brooke would do best in a home without chil-
dren. AS

GEWIRZ
STANDS

by Jackie Cohen, 4L
Inquiring Reporter

Note: As a service to the members of the Law Center community who do not
live in Gewirz, the Law Weekly from time to time provides an update on the rel-
evant goings-on. Some say they aren't true, but how do they know?

Brian claims to be uninterested that the person who sat two
places away from him in Torts has transferred to Yale.  Emily tries
to convince herself during EIW that she really would be happy
working at a big firm.  Harold becomes insufferable after he learns
his summer firm has made him a permanent offer.  Bethany is
depressed when she realizes she has only one more year left and
still hasn’t met good husband material.

FEATURESFEATURES

by Audrey Perry, 2L
Law Weekly

Summer movies belong in a category all to them-
selves. These wannabe blockbusters are highly pro-
moted, highly attended and often highly disappoint-
ing. I couldn’t pass up the opportunity to speak my
mind on this year’s summer finds and flops – so I’ve
concisely reviewed what I consider to be the who’s
who of the 2003 summer movie docket.

The movie scene this summer consisted of gener-
ally disappointing sequels and surprising Disney hits. 

X2 – [0000] Surprisingly, a sequel that was bet-
ter than the original… the popular Marvel Comics tale
boasted great new characters, deeper emotional tones
and superb video game style action that combined to
make a very entrancing film. I’m looking forward to
X3. 

Legally Blonde 2: Red White and Blonde – [1/20]
Talk about disappointing. My role model, Elle Woods,
really let me down. The movie’s horrifically unrealis-
tic portrayal of everything that is Washington D.C.,
Congress and the law disturbed me more than any
horror flick could have. Reese Witherspoon’s usual
charm failed to pull this painfully unfunny script
through. The only redeeming feature of the film was
her entertaining outfits. If you haven’t already seen it,
don’t go. It will only ruin your affection for the previ-
ously upstanding Legally Blonde franchise. 

2 Fast 2 Furious – [000] I really only have one
important thing to say about this movie: Paul Walker
is so freaking HOT! I didn’t really pay that much
attention to the plot or dialogue in this film – between
Paul’s smile and the stellar car racing scenes, my
pounding heart rendered me unable to analyze such
frivolities. I did almost get into several car accidents
driving out of the theater parking lot. Apparently the
movie inspired more people than just me to drive like
a maniac. 

Charlie’s Angels – [?] I never got around to seeing
this movie during the summer. The previews left me

with the impression that it would be just like seeing
the first Charlie’s Angels, but with even more action
and less plot. Since I own the first film, I decided I may
as well save the $8 and just watch the old one on my
VCR. Maybe I missed out. I doubt it. There were sev-
eral other sequels I refused to watch because I didn’t
hear good things about them. This laundry list of
rejected films includes: American Wedding, Bad Boys II,
Matrix Reloaded, Laura Croft Tomb Raider: The Cradle of
Life and Spy Kids 3D. 

Non-sequel action movies were surprising this
summer – that is, they consisted of unknown surprise
hits and highly anticipated yet surprisingly disap-
pointing bombs. 

Pirates of the Caribbean – [0000] This swashbuck-
ling adventure was a wonderful unexpected bonus of
Disney imagination and movie-making skill. It was by
far my favorite movie of the summer. Action packed
and clever, with amazing acting to boot, this film was
an all-around success. Johnny Depp was, as usual,
incredible; Orlando Bloom was adorable; Geoffrey
Rush was deliciously sinister; and unknown Keira
Knightley was quite convincing. The movie was
decidedly fun to watch – most certainly two and a half
hours well spent. 

The Italian Job – [000] Ocean’s Eleven with cool
cars, The Italian Job was another bonus summer hit.
This clever caper film was laced with stupendous
chase scenes and edge-of-your-seat plot twists. 

The Hulk – [0] Are you kidding me? This movie
was terrible. The action scenes were silly, Jennifer
Connelly acted like a lost puppy instead of a lost love,
Eric Bana was aimless instead of conflicted and Nick
Nolte was annoying instead of disturbing. Oh, did I
mention the Hulk wasn’t the Hulk but a slightly big-
ger version of Shrek? I’ll give props to Ang Lee for his
very realistic comic book cinematography. But please,
save such efforts for a movie that deserves them. 

Seabiscuit – [00] This movie thought it was a lot
cooler than it really was. Sure, the horse was great,
and overcame all kinds of trauma, but I still failed to

be inspired. Maybe I’m just not into horse racing. It all
seemed a bit cruel and unnecessary to me. I failed to
be moved by success in a sport that drives jockeys to
bulimia and horses to serious injuries … but maybe
that’s just me. The soundtrack certainly tried hard to
inspire, to the point of ridiculousness, actually. But
that’s what happens when movies take themselves too
seriously.

Kids’ films were the real winners of the summer.
These cute and clever hits entertained more than just
the under 12 crowd. 

Finding Nemo – [?] I didn’t see it; cartoons make
me nervous. But, given the fact it was the highest
grossing film of the summer and my three little sisters
went to it over four times each, I feel I can highly
endorse it to anyone who feels up to the task of brav-
ing a full length animated film. 

Holes – [0001/2] I hate to admit it, but I love the
Disney channel. Their original show “Even Stevens” is
one of my all time favorite programs. So, imagine my
excitement when I realized that the exceptionally
funny star of the show, Shia LaBeouf, was starring in
his very own movie. Holes, based on a popular chil-
dren’s book, was a delight to watch. Probably because
it is based on a novel, the plot of the film was extreme-
ly well thought out. LaBeouf was, as always, charm-
ing; the supporting cast was exceptional as well. Holes
was an all-around good film for movie-goers of all
ages. 

Freaky Friday – [000] Cute, Cute, Cute. This
remake of the 1976 film was a blast to watch. I’ve been
a huge fan of Lindsay Lohan since she starred in the
adorable 1998 remake of Parent Trap. She is definitely
the star of this show. She plays both her teen and adult
personalities so well; you are entirely convinced she
really is a 40-year-old woman trapped in a 15-year-
old’s body. Jamie Lee Curtis has her moments, but her
teenage impersonation can be grating. However, the
quick paced plot and surprisingly original humor
makes for a fun filled and entertaining film. I hope
Lohan appears in another film very, very soon.
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by Alaina Dartt, 2L
Law Weekly

How long have you worked at Georgetown?
I came in after they redid the cafeteria. I was

hired Jul. 25.

So, you just started.
Yeah, I just started.

How do you like it so far?
It's nice. It's really nice. It's a lot different. I've

been in food service for, like, twenty years. I was
working down at the Federal Aviation
Administration, but working with law students is
fun.

Is it exciting now that the students are back?
Yes. The grand opening was Tuesday, and that

evening time went so fast, it was so busy. But it's
nice - the students are coming in here, and seeing
how different it is. It's nice, and it's bright. It makes
you open your eyes when you come in.

What do you like best about working at Georgetown?
Meeting the different people when they come in.

The evening shift's a lot of fun. You have a lot of peo-
ple coming in. You hear quite a few stories.

And seeing the cafeteria get remodeled - I came
here when they were remodeling, so I saw how
small it was, and I saw the changes, the bright colors.

It's so nice in here, now.
It is. It's really nice and colorful.

Yes, and there's a greater of variety here compared to
last year.

Yeah, there's the four soups, there's new
smoothies, the deli, there's cappuccino and hot
chocolate, and varieties of coffee. We have a lot of
different things.

So you've lived in Washington for awhile?
I've been in Washington since I was four years

old. I'm from North Carolina, but I'm a
Washingtonian. I've been here over forty years.

What's your favorite part about living in
Washington?

You get to meet different people - it's like a melt-
ing pot. 

What do you like to do when you're not at work, in
your free time?

When I'm at home I'm on the computer or read-
ing a book. I don't watch T.V. much. I read the paper
on the computer. And I spend time with my chil-
dren. 

How many kids do you have?
I have four. 25, 20, 13, and 11.

That's a big range.
Yeah, they're spread out. My daughter, my 25-

year-old, she works at American Airlines in Dulles
Airport, and my son works for Curtis Chevrolet.

What does your daughter do at American Airlines?
She's a customer service supervisor. She's been a

supervisor for three years.

Does she like it?
She loves it. She gets to do a lot of traveling. I

don't like it too much.

You don't like her traveling?
No, not since Sept. 11.

She gets flight benefits, too, right?
Yeah, and I can fly free, too, but I don't fly. I

drive everywhere I go.

You have to take advantage of that if you can fly for
free!

I know. I can fly free, but I don't. I go up to
Tennessee, eight hour drive. I go to North Carolina,
six hour drive. But I don't fly.

Your daughter has to help you get over that fear. She
should fly you to Hawaii or Paris.

She wanted to take me to Vegas for my birthday,
but we can't drive, so I'm not going.

Can your daughter transfer your flight benefits to her
brother or someone?

He can fly free, too, but he doesn't like flying
either. No one likes flying.

This is sad. All these benefits going to a family that
doesn't use them. 

Right. But my daughter, she flies a lot. But when
she's traveling she has to call me when she gets
there, when she gets ready to leave, and when she
lands. As long as she does that, it's ok.

Do you have any pets?
No, but my mom has a dog named Pal. A lahso

ahpso. That's my baby. If he gets sick, my mom calls
me and I'm over there. Last year he got an ear infec-
tion and he wouldn't let us put the drops in his ears,
so I took him to the hospital twice a day. That's my
baby. He knows it. When I come, he knows my car,
and he'll run over to the door. That's my baby. I go
over there and take him to the beauty parlor to get
groomed. Last weekend he got his hair cut and
shampooed, all that good stuff. And he sits there in
the front seat with me, looking around.. He is as
sweet as he can be. He's gorgeous. 

You said you like to read. What do you like to read? 
I like mysteries. I like all kinds of books, though.

I like going to book fairs, or the Salvation Army.
They have a lot of hardback books people turn in,
and I get those and read them. A lot of times you can
find books there that you can't find in stores, a lot of
old books. And I have my 11 and 13-year-olds read
something everyday, the newspaper or something.
In the summer I have them read a certain number of
books to keep them up with reading. When it
snowed last year, that's when we got to do a lot of
reading, playing games. My daughter was snowed
in, so my girls and I, and my son, we dug her out, so
she came over to my house, and we played a lot of
games, stuff like that. That's a good time for the fam-
ily to get together. And that was a good time for
them to do a lot of reading, too. It expands your
mind- the kids don't realize that until they get older. 

Other than that, during the summers I try to do
educational things with my girls, my 11 and 13-year-
old girls. Take them to museums - even though you
live here in DC, you never go to the museums.
People from out-of-town always go to the museums.
But we do that, and it's fun. You see a lot of different
things, and can learn a lot of things. I've been here
since I was four, but I never went to the museums
when I was growing up. But one Saturday we came
down here and we walked the whole strip and went
to every museum on the Mall, and it was fun. It was
something different. And we've been down to the
new Botanical Gardens, and checked it out. I really
didn't want to go, but it was nice to take my girls. It
was something different. You get to walk through,

see the different flowers. And then they had that
funky flower down there near the Capitol at 2nd and
Independence. The line was around the block.
Everybody was going to see that flower and it was
the worst smelling flower. Oh, it was terrible. But it
was something different. 

What's your favorite Smithsonian museum?
I like the American History museum. You get to

see a lot of things that aren't in the history books. At
least when I was growing up they weren't. A lot of
things that you all are learning were not in the his-
tory books when I was in school. They have the stuff
from the 1960's - when we were growing up we
experienced that, but it wasn't in the books. Now it's
in the books. People need to go to the museums. You
learn a lot, even if you live here, you still need to go.
You'd be surprised what you'll learn.

Where would your ideal vacation be?
Just getting in my car and driving. Going and

stopping in different cities along the East Coast. I'm
not flying anywhere!

What are three things always in your refrigerator?
Water, milk and butter.

What is your favorite color?
Blue. I love blue. I've always loved blue. Blue is

nice - it makes you think about the sky. And I like
metallic blue. I think it's gorgeous. I think I was like
seven-years-old and I saw a hot-rod, and it was
metallic blue and it was gorgeous, and I always said
I was going to get a blue car. But I've never had a
blue car, so I guess I didn't like it that much.

What is your favorite food?
Fish. I don't eat meat. I haven't had meat in five

years. I feel a lot better, healthier. No high blood
pressure or anything like that..

Do you have a favorite movie?
Imitation of Life. That's an old movie, I mean way

back. It's one of those movies that will make you cry.
I can see that over and over again, and I cry every
time I see it.

Thank you very much for taking time to talk to me. It
was very nice to meet you. Welcome to Georgetown!

Thank you.

Person of the Week - Bettie Rhones; new cashier

Photo by Alaina Dartt, 2L
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Carolyn “Ceri” Baich came to
Georgetown University Law Center
in the Fall of 2002 as a Section 7
evening student. Born in Silver
Spring, Maryland, she was a DC
area native. Ceri earned her under-
graduate degree at the University of
Maryland – Baltimore County. Just
prior to starting her legal education,
Ceri married Jeffrey Baich in July of
2002 and in November they moved
into a new home in Falls Church,
Virginia. Ceri, as all who met her
can attest, was a beautiful woman
both inside and out. She was intelli-
gent, full of grace and quite funny –
a genuinely delightful person.

Last February, Ceri was diag-
nosed with stomach cancer. The ill-
ness eventually caused her to with-
draw from spring semester and six
months later Ceri passed away.
Remembrance events honoring
Ceri’s life took place on Wednesday,
Aug. 6, 2003. Family and friends
gave tribute by sharing poetry, dis-
playing photos of life events, and
reminiscing about times with Ceri. 

Ceri will be sadly and deeply
missed by her law school class-
mates; still, we are blessed to have
known her. As lines read at her
memorial service reflect, “I am glad
that I live, that I battle and
strive…For I have in my life that
courage you gave when I once
rubbed shoulders with you.” We can
pay tribute to Ceri by being acutely
aware how precious each day is and
how wonderfully fortunate we are
to get the chance to fulfill our
dream, and Ceri’s dream, of being
Georgetown law graduates.

A special fund designed to assist
other cancer patients and their fami-
lies in dealing with this illness has
been established in Ceri’s name.
Initial funds will be directed to the
purchase of new mattresses for fam-
ily members staying overnight on
the Hematology/Oncology floor of
Georgetown University Hospital.
Tax-deductible donations should be
made payable to Georgetown
University Hospital (Note “Carolyn
Baich Fund” in the check memo field
to ensure that the donation is prop-
erly credited). 

Donations may be sent to:
Ms. Lee Williams
Georgetown University Medical

Center
PO Box 571404
Washington, DC 20057

A memorial service will be held
here at GULC in September. If you
wish to help with the planning,
please contact Dorinda Young, SSJ
in the Campus Ministry office at ext.
9275.

-Rebecca Cady, 2E

The editors and staff of the Law
Weekly would like to extend our
symapthy and support to those affected
by this loss. The memorial to Ceri will
not stop with this issue; we invite any-
one wishing to express their feelings
and memories to submit them for print
in a future issue.

In Memoriam
Carolyn “Ceri” Baich

May 7, 1974 – August 1, 2003

A special fund has been set up
in Ceri's name.  This fund will be
used to assist other cancer patients
and their families in dealing with
this illness.  Initial funds will be
used to purchase new mattresses
for family members staying
overnight on the Hematology-
Oncology floor at Georgetown
University Hospital.

Your donation is tax deductible
and a receipt will be sent to you.

Make check payable to:
Georgetown University Hospital

Write in the Memo field:
Carolyn Baich Fund - Please make
sure you write Carolyn Baich Fund
in the Memo field to have your

donation properly deposited on
behalf of Ceri.

Mail check to:
Ms. Lee Williams
Georgetown University Medical

Center
P.O. Box 571404
Washington, DC 20057

If you have questions about
making your donation, please con-
tact Ms. Williams at: (202) 687-5810. 

In Loving Memory
Carolyn “Ceri” Baich
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As an incoming law student, and a
veteran of more icebreakers than the
Exxon Valdez, I expected that GULC’s
orientation would be comparatively
pleasant. At Brown University, the
Rhody ju-co that I called home during
my undergraduate days, orientation
was long and painful, much like the
scene in Rambo III: First Blood Part II in
which Rambo and his GI buddies are
being electrocuted. We were subjected
to myriad picnics, ice cream socials
and introductions to every facet of the
university for five days. By the end of
orientation, I remember having the
distinct impression that I had just
attended summer camp with a bunch
of rich or pretentious kindergartners.
The most entertaining part of Brown’s
orientation was watching one of my
residential counselors roll a condom
onto a banana and then listening to
my roommate apply this knowledge
to the girl from the next dorm over
while I just sat and pondered my life
up until that point. I expected
Georgetown would be far more
sophisticated. After all, we were all
adults who would not appreciate hav-
ing our time wasted on adolescent
pursuits. In a short period of time, we
would all be advocates, counselors
who would add to the public dis-
course of American society. Instead,
we were merely bored. 

As a result, I have taken it upon
myself to humbly offer several sugges-
tions that I hope Dean Areen and
Dean Bellamy will take into consider-
ation for next year’s orientation. After
all, we do go to school in one of the
most exciting cities in the country, or
so I’m told, and we attend a top-notch
orientation. It’s time that we have an
orientation befitting this reputation.

First of all, envision a pep rally in
the moot court auditorium with a laser
light show, the Georgetown basketball
team cheerleaders, as well as the Hoya
mascot. Then, one by one, our first
year professors would be introduced
over the loudspeaker to roars of
approval from the crowd: “And
NOW! Teaching Constitutional LAW!
MARK! VEEEEEEEEEEE! TUSHHH-
NET!” Some might argue that this
trivializes law school in particular,
and the law in general, but I think it
would be a great way for Georgetown
to capitalize and increase the enthusi-
asm of its incoming class of law stu-
dents. 

There also seemed to be a variety
of events designed to introduce 1Ls to
the city of Washington. For example,
there were a variety number of service
projects designed to give back to the
community and to help us feel better
about being privileged enough to
attend GULC. I think that this is a
commendable idea on the behalf of the
administration, but I think the empha-
sis of the service project should be
changed to a slightly more informa-
tive version. Students would be blind-
folded and taken to various parts of
the district at a very late hour. They
would be given AR-15 assault rifles,
and be told to make their way back to
GULC. Obviously, the theory behind
this service project is that the 1L will
be given the opportunity, if not privi-
lege, of finding out more about the
city in which they will be spending

their next three years, if not longer.
This service project has the intent of
having law students see all that
Washington has to offer at their own
pace, and to really get a feel for what
living in Washington is like. 

Those who are less athletically ori-
ented may find that an alternate serv-
ice project has a strong appeal. I like to
call this service project GULC’s Bathe
the Homeless. Iron basins would be
set up all around the first floor of
McDonough Hall, and students would
have the opportunity to wash the less
fortunate denizens of our nation’s cap-
ital with industrial sized loofahs. This
service project embodies the highest of
GULC’s ideals. We would be provid-
ing a service to our community, all the
while allowing our students to gain a
prospective which they probably did
not have previously. Bathe the
Homeless would also provide a link to
Georgetown’s unique identity as a
Jesuit institution. After all, Jesus
Christ himself was said to have
washed the feet of the poor, and we
would be washing their entire bodies.
Talk about holy!

Last but not least, the choice of
speakers that addressed that Class of
2006 lacked inspiration. I mean, I’m
sure Shirley Ann Higuchi is a big deal
and all, but in a city so loaded with
influence as Washington D.C., I
expected a politician. I would’ve even
accepted an executive staffer. I pro-
pose that we try something radically
different next year. Since most of the
incoming class watches the simulcast
of the address, thereby allowing us to

burp loudly without attracting any
undue attention, why don’t we just
drop the whole live thing and simul-
cast from a different location? This
provision makes it possible for us to
get some of the giants of Washington,
and clearly the reader can see where
I’m going with this. I suggest that we
get Jim Traficant to address the law
school next year. Or at least his
hairheir. Seriously, who knows more
about the law, or violating it, than for-
mer Rep. Traficant? Plus, it would
allow us to possibly solicit some busi-
ness in the future, perhaps 15-20 years. 

Also, the speeches by President
DeGioia and Dean Areen lacked…piz-
zazz, or panache. Whichever sounds
better to you. I am positive that both
these individuals possess considerable
showmanship skills. Therefore, I think
that next year, President DeGioia
should deliver his speech shirtless,
while doing jumping jacks and jug-
gling fire. I don’t think I would’ve
been able to keep my eyes away from
his jiggling. I know that Dean Areen’s
speech would have been more memo-
rable if she had delivered it while
donning a thong bikini and juggling
fire. There are some who suggest that
this is “ridiculous” and that if this
were to occur, the proceedings would
lack a sense of gravitas. But what is
gravitas? When did Georgetown Law
become Harvard Law? Let’s make our
orientation a spectacle befitting our
reputation. I estimate that if these
changes were implemented, applica-
tions would top 100,000 next year. 

Borientation - change GULC’s opening act
Mike Palisano



Once, in my former life, on the first
day of a brand-new college psychology
course, we were given the following
correlation: children whose parents
read to them more did much better in
school. What were we to make of this
information? The obvious answer, of
course, is that reading to one’s children
makes them smarter, or in some fash-
ion causes them to do better in school.
But the obvious answer, causality,
could go the other way. Maybe kids
who tend to do well in school like
being read to at a young age – so they
ask their parents to read to them, they
quiet down, they look like they’re
enjoying it, and so their parents read to
them more. So instead of the act read-
ing to the child causing them do well at
school, the situation is reversed – these
kids cause their parents to read to
them. Either way, the correlation holds.

Of course, maybe neither of these
situations is right. Maybe being read to
and doing well in school are complete-
ly unrelated. Maybe both of these char-
acteristics was simply related to a third
characteristic, and that caused the cor-
relation. So maybe this whole coinci-
dence was caused by some mysterious
agent called biologically-inherited
intelligence. Parents who had it read to
their kids more. Kids who got it from
their parents did well at school.
Perhaps whether or not the parents
actually had time to read to their kids
didn’t make one iota of difference as to

how well those kids did in school – or
visa versa.

The purpose of this classroom
exercise was to teach us to stand back
from the information we get. To try
and view it with a critical eye, to not fill
in the gaps of our knowledge with our
ideology. Did it work? Probably not.
Usually, even in my very-dedicated
psychology class, you could guess
what a person’s answer to that ques-
tion would be merely by knowing their
politics.

And bypassing the logical retort to
that statement, let me get to my point.
A lot of stuff has happened over the
past few months. A lot more stuff will
happen. Especially now, with election-
season beginning to start and Fox
News not yet taken off air, we’re going
to see a lot of probably arbitrarily
drawn and out-of-context correlations
thrown about in debate. In my opinion,
this is propaganda for the unwashed
masses, and perhaps we can keep them
out of our debate.

A few illustrations. During the
entire duration of the war in Iraq, I sat
huddled in a basement under the CNN
building, surrounded by blathering
idiots. Remember the whole “shock-
and-awe” campaign, where we bom-
barded Baghdad with something like
3000 cruise missiles over a day and
half? Apparently, we were trying to get
the Iraqis to surrender without a fight.
Did it work? Well, they still fought, but
not very well. So here’s the verdict:

Blathering idiot #1: “Well, there
goes $6B. George Bush is an idiot, we
just killed thousands of Iraqis for noth-

ing. How many soldiers are going to
die as we try and repair the infrastruc-
ture system we just annihilated?”

Blathering idiot #2: “Absolutely
brilliant, a near-perfect success. Instead
of thousands of Americans and hun-
dreds of thousands of Iraqis dying in
Baghdad, we took the city with virtual-
ly no fighting. Shock-and-Awe showed
the Iraqi military what they were up
against, and at the first sight of
American ground troops, they melted
away, saving countless lives.”

Now, perhaps one of these people
was right. One was probably closer to
accurate than the other, in any regard.
But the point is, neither had any actual
reason to actually infer one or the other
situation. We just can’t know. We can
try to ask ex-soldiers on the ground
what they thought, and I’m sure some-
one is doing that, but they haven’t told
us. When people make statements like
that, we need to think to ourselves –
what could actually demonstrate that
effect?

In the upcoming months, people
like Howard Dean, George Bush, and
Bill O’Reilly are going to start saying a
lot of things. They’re going to talk
about the benefits or calamities result-
ing from this policy and that policy and
who screwed what up. 

People are going to argue whether
certain tax policies have led to a surge
in unemployment recently - against all
economic reason. Other people may
argue whether certain security policies
have been responsible for the relative
safety of the American homeland since
Sept. 11, which is impossible to tell.

We’ve begun to see it already in the
debates among Democratic candidates,
and it’s only a matter of time before
such rhetoric goes bi-partisan. For fans
of the “West Wing,” think back to the
“10-word answer” solution of presi-
dential debates.

We’ll see this all very soon in
California, a state where a general lack
of interest in political affairs tends to
move politics in the direction of simple
arguments and catchy slogans. Where
politicians with failed agendas attack
the character of politicians with no
agendas, and those with no agenda
predict a rosy future based on fortune-
cookie wisdom.

Events wholly out of the control of
the governorship, or passed with bi-
partisan backing, will be debated as
selling points for one candidate or the
other, without regards for any conceiv-
able link between the situation and the
candidate.

I’m not trying to engage in debate.
All I’m saying is that most of what
they’re going to be saying is garbage.
Studies and events pulled out-of-con-
text, causality drawn where none
exists, ideology inserted in the place of
logic, arguments reduced to sound-
bites and visa versa. Most of it, unfor-
tunately, is going to be poor logic, com-
ing from the mouths of people who
probably are very smart. When we
start our own debate, it’s going to be
based largely on what they say. Just try
and remember those smart kids, and
all the ways they’d be able to manipu-
late the same piece of data to fit their
agendas.

During the 2000 election, President
Bush set his foreign policy platform in
stark contrast to the perceived excesses
of Clintonian nation building. The
Economist accurately described Bush’s
policy as “muscular nationalism” –
aimed at vigilantly protecting strategic
interests, without squandering tax dol-
lars and soldiers’ lives on costly peace-
keeping missions. The American mili-
tary would be used for fighting quick
wars with clear objectives. Theoretically
critical of Clinton-style adventures into
Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia, and Kosovo, the
Bush team sought to avoid quagmire.
The platform was widely popular, as
American voters wisely rejected the
Herculean responsibility of policing and
rebuilding the globe. 

However, necessity can do funny
things to rhetoric. Three years and a
Sept. 11 later, the Bush administration
has engaged in the most ambitious
nation building since the presidency of
Harry Truman. Bush’s apparent flip-flop
reflects a dramatic foreign policy reality
– nation building has become a vital
American strategic interest. The current
paradigm demands that the U.S. military
serve two tasks: first, it must fight and
win, and second, it must provide law
and order during the reconstructive
process. The administration’s military
vision of a lean, mean force has proved
exceptional in combat. It has proved less
effective at keeping the peace. 

While both the Afghan and Iraqi
wars were easily won, it is now evident

that the reconstructive efforts will not be.
Because of limited military human
resources, both the morale and effective-
ness of American troops is suffering.
Active service soldiers are serving longer
tours of duty. Reservists are being called
up and deployed for extended periods of
time. Military families are angry. The
message has rung clear, soldiers expect
to fight and go home – neither they nor
their families are prepared for indefinite
foreign deployment. 

There are several solutions to the
current military dilemma. First, the U.S.
could pull out ahead of schedule and let
the Afghans and Iraqis solve their own
problems. This would likely be cata-
strophic. Afghanistan would rapidly
revert to rampant warlordism, and once
again provide an ideal terrorist haven.
Iraq would disintegrate on ethnic and
religious lines, paving the way for ethnic
cleansing and civil war. The net benefit
of U.S. liberation would be non-existent.
U.S. credibility would be destroyed. 

Second, the U.S. could seek greater
U.N. and multilateral assistance. This is
problematic for two reasons – unreliabil-
ity and logistical limitations. The U.N. is
best at smaller low-intensity peace-keep-
ing operations. These typically use a
small number of Western forces in com-
bination with troops from countries such
as India and Pakistan. But, the U.N. is
not capable of contributing the number
of forces necessary to play a major role in
a peacekeeping operation as large as
Iraq. With Great Britain and the United
States already fully committed, the U.N.
could likely raise only several thousand
troops for work on the ground.
Moreover, they would have to build a

new command and cooperation struc-
ture. While the U.S. should welcome any
international contribution, America will
still have to shoulder the bulk of the
reconstructive burden. 

Lastly, the U.S. military can reallo-
cate resources and expand. This is the
most viable option. In terms of realloca-
tion, Secretary Rumsfeld has stressed the
need to turn non-combat soldiers into
“trigger-pullers”, and privatize their
logistical and support roles. Currently in
the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine
Corps, there are 320,000 troops doing
non-combat duty. Rumsfeld recognizes
that it is easier to convert non-combat
troops into combat troops, than to recruit
new soldiers. Even if there are only
20,000 convertible troops, that is still a
high number, indeed a new division.
Greater conversion will take more time.

Yet substantial conversion of non-
combat troops cannot fully alleviate the
need for more troops. Iraq and
Afghanistan are reconstruction projects,
with Iraq being the more costly of the
two. The creation of effective govern-
ments in both Middle Eastern nations is
imperative. The first step towards stabil-
ity is security, and only the U.S. military
can provide that. Accordingly, there
need to be more troops on rotation.
Expansion is inevitable.

In 1968, the year of the Tet Offensive,
the total active United States military
consisted of 3.5 million soldiers. In 2003,
there are 1.4 million active U.S. troops.
The U.S. Army, the military branch
responsible for the lion’s share of peace-
keeping duties, currently fields only
480,000 soldiers on active duty – down
from 1.6 million in 1968. In light of the

massive reconstructive peacekeeping
efforts, the army’s 10 divisions are insuf-
ficient to match US global commitments. 

While Rumsfeld initially opposed
expansion, he has begun to cave to pres-
sure from the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The
current predicament is perhaps best
exemplified by the warning of former
Army Chief of Staff General Eric
Shinseki, who said, “Beware the 12 divi-
sion strategy for the 10 division army.”  

U.S. troop commitments are sub-
stantial and are not going away. There
are currently 140,000 in Iraq; 37,500 in
North Korea; 34,000 in Kuwait; 10,000 in
Afghanistan; and 5,000 in the Balkans –
not to mention the 100,000 troops perma-
nently stationed in Germany and Japan.
Maintaining morale and military effec-
tiveness necessitates rotating troops out
of dangerous areas, where the prospect
of combat lies near. There are simply not
enough soldiers to do so, and military
human resources are wearing thin. 

To meet the personnel challenge,
130,000 Reservists and National
Guardsmen have been called into duty
since Sept. 11. Keeping citizen soldiers in
active duty is unsustainable and unac-
ceptable. However, there is no other
viable option. Withdrawal from Iraq or
Afghanistan is unthinkable. Meaningful
foreign assistance is doubtful. 

Accordingly, the U.S. Armed Forces
must push on. Efficient reallocation of
non-combat troops and a expansion of
the military must begin, for only with
such adaptation will the soldiers’ bur-
dens lessen. We need to bring the troops
home without abdicating strategic com-
mitments. Increasing active military
manpower is the only answer.
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An open season on facts - viewpoints swing the truth
Ari Scott



How can it have come to this?
How can me and all the other bright
eyed and innocent students who
came here two years ago be standing
on the verge of a graduate degree? I
don’t know what it is, but something
just seems facially wrong with that.
We should just be gearing up for the
stretch run of classes and activities
instead of preparing for what is
going to happen to us after we leave
this place. But such is life; such is the
law school process that we have all
been indoctrinated into. I seriously
doubt that we would recognize our-
selves from two years ago, and vice-
versa. 

It is truly way too easy to buy
into the game and get sucked into the
law school culture sometimes. No
event better illustrates this tempta-
tion than law school’s most competi-
tive of pre-season competitions: of
course, the turning point is Early
Interview Week. Once happy 1Ls,
driven by pure academic pursuit and
the love of the life of student, rising
2Ls are transformed into jaded,
manipulative, scheming job hunters
with no regard for friends or social
norms or their own mental health.
From that point on, we are never the
same. Once we catch a glimpse of the
life that awaits us, we have to ask
ourselves if this is really what we
want. EIW is nothing more than the
popular kids clique back at your high
school, or a severe rush week at your
fraternity. All the questions of where
you truly to rank among your class-
mates are answered, and I would be
surprised if anyone isf truly happy
with the results. It all comes down to
a level of acceptance that may or may
not depend on objective academic
standards. It is a game of who knows
who at which firm, who is able to
sound the most intelligent during the
interview, and who is able to engage
the interviewer to such an extent that
the interviewer thinks that yes,
indeed this individual will be a wel-
come addition to the firm. All this for
what, four callbacks? Don’t get me
wrong, I am a diehard advocate of
the use of Machiavellian efforts and
tactics to achieve goals, but at some
point you must recognize the cost of
buying into this game is far too high.  

Some people say don’t hate the
playa, hate the game, and I say to
those of you who have played the
game well and secured your call-
backs from large New York law
firms, congratulations. I’m sure you
have achieved some childhood fanta-
sy of working until midnight on anti-
trust litigation. But ask yourself what
you lost during the process. What did
you pretend to be in order to get that
interview? What ideal did you con-
form to in order to make your inter-
viewer happy? Did you even have
consistent ambitions throughout the
week? Let me be honest, I have done
the same many times in these screen-
ing interviews, but I recognize the
mistake I made and that I sold things
out that should never be sold. As
such, I am begging all of you to
please, stop it now. I’m not saying
don’t go to your callback or stop try-
ing to please your future masters, but
I am telling you to lighten up now

before you lose yourself a la Darth
Vader or something like that. You are
walking dangerously close to the
dark side.

Let it never be said that I demand
change without offering alternatives.
I have already tried to sell this idea in
the Law Weekly office with little suc-
cess, but I may have more luck with a
broader audience. Consider this col-
umn the formal launch point of the
2003-2004 Buy Now Pay Later World
Tour. The plan is this – treat this
year, especially those 3Ls out there,
as a vacation. Of course, we all still
have responsibilities and tasks that
must be performed, but the purpose
of the tour is to mix these duties with
a relaxed and fun-loving attitude.
Have some fun this year! Things will
get done, but hopefully without the
tunnel vision focus and seriousness
of years past. Look to and learn from
the innocence and energy of the 1Ls.
Yes, we are all doing important
things that require attention and
dedication, but honestly, no one is
doing anything that grandiose. Save
your single-mindedness for this sum-
mer and beyond when your taskmas-
ters will require it of you. In the
meantime, come along for the ride
and join the tour. Go out on Fridays,
chill in the sunshine during the after-
noon, and plan trips with your
friends. For the love of god you are a
student, act like it and enjoy it. I
anticipate the argument that there is
too much on the line to take such a
carefree attitude, and maybe you’re
right. But life is too short to be a legal
machine. As a 3L on the brink, I wish
I had embodied this ideal more over
the past two years. In the interest of
full disclosure, I made the decision to
go ahead with this new attitude over
the summer, but I was concerned that
I would be the only one on the tour
bus. Hence, my school-wide plea for
more to join me in my quest to light-
en this place up and, gasp, actually
have fun at law school.

With that said, the time has come
for some shameless self-promotion.
As you may have read or heard by
now, the Law Weekly did indeed
repeat as ABA champs for Best Law
School Newspaper. As the EIC of this
incredible enterprise, I would like to
say that it was my dedicated and
ingenious leadership that guided us
to the top, but there is this whole con-
troversy about honesty in newspa-
pers out there right now, and that is
something that I would rather avoid.
So, credit must be given where credit
is due. Big ups to the Managing
Editors Mark Leighton and Avedis
Seferian, who both caught countless
mistakes made by yours truly and
were strong hands guiding the paper.
Also, a shout out to last year’s
Section Editors – Alaina Dartt, Aaron
Clemens, Audrey Perry, and our
comrade lost to the business school,
Katie Mierau. These people were,
and some still are, responsible for the
feel and tone of their respective sec-
tions each week, and the paper falls
apart without them. With that said, I
have every confidence in this year’s
Editorial Board to not only maintain
our national excellence, but to
improve upon it.

Finally, and everyone should
know by now that I wouldn’t be writ-
ing this if I did not truly feel it, but
big thanks is owed to you,

Georgetown University Law Center,
for everything you gave us last year.
In a perfect world, a newspaper is
nothing more than a reflection of the
community it serves. One of the key
criteria of the ABA award is rele-
vance and importance to law stu-
dents, and we obviously nailed it. As
such, this really is an award for all of
us – we would be nothing without
the stories you give us to write and
the opinions you express within our
pages. It is an honor and a privilege

to continue to be the voice of this
campus, and we will continue to
serve it well in the months to come. I
would like to say that we have
reached critical mass; that there is
nothing else we can do to improve
the paper each week. But, once again
I have to avoid this whole falsehood
thing. So keep your suggestions and
ideas rolling in – our goal is to get
everyone in here at least once this
semester, and with your help we will
easily keep our streak going.
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Mass Appeal
Jon Massimino

It ain’t over - reality checks for ambitious academics

Cartoon by Mark Arimoto, 3L

This cartoon is reprinted in recognition of the two-year anniversary of the Sept.
11 attacks, with deepest sympathies to the familes of the victims.




