
by Kevin Mittler, 1L
Law Weekly

The final round of the William E.
Leahy Moot Court Competition was
held on Tuesday night. In front of a
crowd of fellow classmates, the four
remaining competitors presented
their arguments before Judge
Stephen H. Glickman of the District
of Columbia Court of Appeals and
Judge John M. Facciola of the U.S.
District Court for the District of
Columbia. After hearing arguments,
the judges retired to discuss, and
returned with their decision after sev-
eral minutes. Though all contestants
performed well, Melissa Duffy, 3L,
won and will have her name
inscribed upon a permanent display
outside the Hart Moot Court
Auditorium.

The Leahy Competition begins
with interested students purchasing
the initial packet of cases from the
Barristers’ Council, which runs the
program. The packet contains a set of
fictional cases. This year the central
case, New Columbia v. Crockett, con-
cerned matters involving the First
Amendment, originated in the state
of New Columbia, and reached the
Supreme Court through various
appeals. Though not an actual case, it
was based on a Washington case that

is slated to be heard by the U.S.
Supreme Court by the end of the
year. Other materials in the packet
included several other Supreme
Court decisions on related issues. No
other outside material was allowed in
the arguments.

The case concerned a student’s
challenge to a limitation of a state-
awarded college scholarship which
forbade its use in pursuing theology
degrees. The advocates for the State

of New Columbia argued that the
provision is valid in this case since a
state is not required to fund religious
instruction just because it funds secu-
lar instruction. They also noted that
this denial does not substantially bur-
den the free exercise of religion. In
response, the advocates for the stu-
dent, Jared Crockett, argued that the
restriction is viewpoint-based and

by Jon Massimino, 3L
Law Weekly

Two weeks ago, a team from
Georgetown traveled to the Manfred
Lachs Space Law Moot Court
Competition finals in Bremen, Germany.
This year's final took place on Thursday,
Oct. 2, in the Langericht Bremen, the
German equivalent to the Court of
Appeals. The team, as selected by the
Barristers' Council, consisted of Petra
Vorwig, a 2003 J.D. graduate, and
Amanda Shafer, 3L. Melissa Beiting, 2L,
served as the alternate. Last year's victo-
rious team members, Victoria Williams
and Kelly Gable, volunteered to serve as

by Jessica Mazzaro, 1L
Law Weekly

The Dean's Search Committee, the
primary group determining who will
replace Dean Areen, is narrowing possi-
bilities and forming additional advisory
organizations, as the departure of the
current dean draws near. Due to the
highly confidential nature of the pro-
ceedings, no names of potential candi-
dates have been disclosed.

The committee, formed last spring,
consists of seven faculty members:
Robert Pitofsky, chair, Richard
Diamond, Michael Gottesman, Patricia
King, Richard Lazarus, Wally Mlyniec,
Julie O'Sullivan and Elizabeth Patterson;
and one student, Todd Walter, 3L.
Pitofsky has said the committee has
been very active since the spring in
determining administrative procedures
to facilitate the search and garnering
candidates, both internally and external-
ly. "It has truly been a national search,"
commented Pitofsky. 

From the prospective applicant
pool, the committee has narrowed the

by Feras Gadamsi, 1L
Law Weekly

The Law Center enjoys many luxu-
ries because of its downtown location,
but one disadvantage it suffers from is
its relatively far distance from groceries
and basic shopping essentials.

That is why when the Gewirz
Student Residence Hall opened more
than 10 years ago, campus administra-
tors decided to incorporate a conven-
ient shopping shuttle to address the
concern and attract more residents.

Nowadays, Gewirz has no trouble
filling up and the shopping shuttle has
been a mainstay for students looking to
get anything from groceries to a VCR.
But the apparent convenience of the
shuttle has turned into more of a hassle
for some students.

"It's not reliable," Sarah Leivick, 1L,
said. "I've only taken it twice, and the
second time it was probably half an

hour late. It's a nice convenience to have
but it's a lot bigger hassle than it's
worth."

Leivick's concerns are shared by
other students who feel the shuttle is

habitually late. She added that the con-
venience of the shuttle is sometimes
outweighed by the time commitment it
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ACS Presents Senator Durbin 
The American Constitution

Society is proud to present Senator
Rick Durbin (D-IL) of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, tonight at 6 p.m.
in the moot courtroom. Senator
Durbin will discuss “The Right Wing
Agenda: Can Our Court System
Survive?”

      

DRI Job Fair
DRI, the Voice of the Defense Bar

is conducting a job fair on Saturday,
Oct. 18, at the Hilton Washington &
Towers. Registration for law students
begins at 11 a.m. and the fair will take
place from 1 to 4 p.m. All students can
visit the booths and participate in
interviews at that time. For more infor-
mation on this program and partici-
pating firms, please contact Ami Rop
in OCS.

      

Life as an Israeli Bedouin
JLSA invites you to come hear

Ishmael Khaldi speak about his life as
an Israeli Bedouin on Tuesday, Oct. 14
at 5:45 p.m. in Room 110.
Refreshments will be served.

Mr. Khaldi will share the details of
the unique coalition of the Israeli
Bedouin with the newly formed State
of Israel and the continuing pride the
Israeli Bedouin feel for their country.
His perspective growing up as a shep-
herd and becoming a world traveling
educated man and how he is helping
his people make the transition from a
traditional nomadic society to contem-
porary Israeli society is remarkable.  

This event is co-sponsored by Aish
Hatorah (http://www.aish.com).

      

Mass Schedule 
Sunday Mass will be celebrated in

the Chapel at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. Daily
masses will continued to be held daily
at 12:15 p.m. and Mondays and
Wednesdays at 5 p.m. in the Chapel.

      

Student Tickets Available 
at Office of Student Affairs      
National Symphony Orchestra -

see the NSO perform with Andras
Schiff, pianist on Friday, Oct. 17 at the
Kennedy Center. Student Tickets are
$24 each. 

The Office also sells discount
movie tickets for $5.50 apiece for AMC
Movie Theatres and Lowes Cineplex.  

      

Rehearsal Pianist Needed
The Georgetown Gilbert and

Sullivan Society needs a pianist 3-4
nights per week, starting immediately.
Call 662-9270.

      

World of Choices
Mark your calendars for the

upcoming World of Choices Program,
presented by Career Services, OPICS
and the Office of Alumni Affairs.  It
begins on Saturday, Oct. 25 at 9 a.m. in
the atrium. This is an excellent net-
working opportunity.  RSVP to OCS
to carsvcs1@law.georgetown.edu or call
202-662-9300.  

      

Hoya Lawyer Runners Place
10th at Army Ten-Miler

The Hoya Lawya Runners Club
participated in the Army Ten-Miler on
Sunday, Oct. 6, and placed tenth out of
a field of 34 teams in the corporate
division.  

The running club is gearing up for
its next race: the Veterans Day 10k on
Nov. 9. To sign up to compete as a
member of the Hoya Lawya team, visit
the website at http://www.runwashing-
ton.com/other/veteransday10k.html and
register with the team name Hoya
Lawya Runners and team captain
Heather Kissel.

The running club sponsors week-
day runs of three to five miles, and
longer distance runs on Saturday
mornings. The schedule is posted on
the club's bulletin board in first floor
chapel area of McDonough Hall. All
skill levels and abilities are welcome.
For more information, e-mail runner-
sc@law.georgetown.edu.

      

Washington Area Lawyers
for the Arts 

Join WALA for several CLE events
this month.  CLE events are a great
way to network and learn more about
a field of law. The first event will be on
Oct. 27 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. and will
discuss common legal issues facing
newly minted and young non-profit
organizations. Check out
www.wala.org for more information. 

      

Shabbat at Professor  
Chused’s Home                

JLSA is excited to announce that
Professor Chused has invited students
to his home for Kabbalat Shabbat serv-
ice and Shabbat dinner on Friday, Oct.
24. Don't miss out on this perfect
opportunity to get to know a great
professor, as well as your fellow
Jewish students, and have a fantastic
time!  

Please RSVP to jlsa@bulldog.george-
town.edu by Oct. 17 if you wish to join
us for dinner. You are welcome to
bring one guest, but you must let us
know by Oct. 17. Also, please let us
know whether or not you will be using
the shuttle to get to and from Professor
Chused's house.

       

Summer Study Abroad 
Information Session 

Interested in studying abroad
through the law center or any other
law school? Come to this informal ses-
sion on Wednesday, Oct. 15 from 4:30
to 5:30 p.m in room 437.  

      

Calling All Artists
The Law Annual Fund in the

Office of Development is sponsoring a
T-Shirt Design Competition in con-
junction with this year’s Graduating
Class Gift Program. The winner will
receive a $100 gift certificate and have
their design printed on this year’s
Graduating Class Gift T-Shirts. For
more information or to submit your
design, contact Sara Strother at
ses57@law.georgetown.edu or 202-662-
9869.  

      

GoCard Announces
Partnership with Student

Advantage
Now you have the option of

including all the benefits of the
Student Advantage discount card
right on your GOCard. The Student
advantage card provides students, fac-
ulty, staff and affiliates  with exclusive
discounts up to 50% off at more than
15,000 locations nationally including
hundreds around campus and on-line.
The cost for one year $20; for four
years $50. For more information, visit
http://gocard.georgetown.edu/studentad-
vantage.html.

      

OKTOBERFEST!
On Wednesday, Oct. 15 at 3:30

p.m., enjoy German food, hot cider
and of course German beer on the
Quad. The Bavaria Three will perform
live music.  

      

Public Interest Career Fair
Equal Justice Works will host the

largest annual gathering of public
interest and government employers in
the country on Oct. 23 and 24 at the
Washington Hilton. Come meet with
employers informally and attend
numerous scheduled career panels.
Registration is on-line at www.equaljus-
ticeworks.org and must be completed
by Oct. 17. 

      

Exam Review
Exam review for Fall 2002 and

Spring and Summer 2003 begins
Wednesday, Oct. 1 and runs through
Wednesday Oct. 29 in Room 322.
Please wait until then to make any
new requests to obtain your exams.

      

Take a Walk on the Wild Side
Meet in front of Gewirz on Fridays

at 12:30 p.m. to join the Fitness Center
for a half-hour walk around the city.

Crossword solution on page 4



by Chen Fong Goh, 1L
Law Weekly

She's young, blonde and single. She
does triathlons - running, biking and
swimming - and loves exploring D.C. It's
easy to make her laugh. But don't think
"Legally Blonde." At thirty-four,
Professor Kathryn Zeiler is one of the
youngest Associate Professors of Law
anywhere, and she already has five
degrees - one B.S. from Indiana
University, one M.S. from Golden Gate
University, a J.D. from the University of
Southern California, and an M.S. as well
as a Ph.D. from Cal Tech in Economics. 

Professor Zeiler completed her dis-
sertation, Medical Malpractice and Contract
Disclosure: A Study of the Effects of Legal
Rules on Behavior in Health Care Markets,
in May this year, after which she moved
to D.C. for the summer. She commenced
teaching at the start of the academic year,
with three units on Health Care Law and
Economics. She describes her 23 students
as being extremely engaged and pre-
pared for class.

Mention her work and Prof. Zeiler
leans across her desk with shining eyes.
Her research examines how different
legal rules affect behavior in the market
for health care, drawing on both field
data and laboratory experiments. She
examines medical malpractice insurance
from different states to find how their
different rules affect the premiums, and
also runs some ongoing experiments to
test her theory on the endowment effect. 

Zeiler explains her field to the unini-
tiated, with enthusiasm. The “endow-
ment effect,” she notes, comes from the
school of behavioral economics, which

studies how psychology can contribute
to making models for an understanding
of decision-making. This school posits
that ownership creates behavioral incen-
tives that affect the calculation of dam-
ages for problems like oil spills. For
instance, if respondents were asked in a
survey how much they would pay to
have clean air, they would answer differ-
ently from a survey in which they were
asked how much they were willing to be
paid in order to have clean air taken
from them.

The behavioral economics theory of
law clashes with the established Chicago
school of law and economics, which
assumes a rational, perfectly competitive
market. Chicago economists would say
that ownership would not affect the per-
ception of a good's value. When asked
how she would respond to the intellectu-
al challenge thus posed by the law-and-
econ theorists, Zeiler pointed out that
Chicago's classical theorists have good
theories with clear predictions, but lack
experimental data. She acknowledges
that some Chicago theorists have been
reluctant to enter the field of behavioral
economics because some 'extremists' in
her field have advocated the total dis-
carding of the classical economics theo-
ries. Professor Zeiler prefers a balance
between theory and practice.

Professor Zeiler will be teaching a
seminar on behavioral law next semes-
ter. For the members of the GULC com-
munity who are not her students, she has
every intention of making use of involv-
ing them all the same. She is conducting
ongoing experiments on how people
react to policies depending on whether
they see themselves as buyers or sellers.

For the average impoverished and caf-
feine-addicted law student, she stresses
that participants will be paid, and it is
likely that coffee mugs will also be
involved since these are commonly used
as experimental controls in this field.

Seeing Georgetown as a good public
policy school with strong faculty that she
can work with on issues of health care
and policy, Professor Zeiler sought and
accepted a position here. She mentions
GULC faculty members Larry Gostin,
Gregg Bloche and Mitu Gulati as among
the “best experts” in the areas of her
interest. She also cites the excellent loca-
tion of this school in D.C., among the
think tanks and policymakers for the
nation, as a reason for her desire to work
here.

Professor Zeiler loves GULC,
observing that "it is a very unique com-
munity - much like a family." She was
impressed with the way the Georgetown
community pitched in to deal with per-
sonal tragedies, like the bone marrow
drive for Naomi Mezey's child, and the
deaths of people within the community.

Although she agreed that the GULC
community is less obsessively intellectu-
al than the "capital of nerds" where she
received her PhD, Prof. Zeiler stressed
that the community is more balanced
with its approach to academia. She feels
her colleagues on the faculty are just pas-
sionate about their subjects, taking a less
aggressive stance on their intellectual
convictions than the faculty in other
institutions only because of their strong
“underlying notion of community rather
than competition.”

Coming from California, Professor
Zeiler is slightly concerned that she
won't weather the winter very well, but
otherwise she loves the school and the
city. Since she has a deep love of acade-
mia and loves research and teaching, she
wants a “long life in academia” and
hopes to be able to train future cohorts of
students as policy makers in the field of
heath care. She would like to settle down
after securing tenure here, and is very
keen to add her future children to the
array of cute tots who play outside
Gewirz everyday.

GEORGETOWN LAW WEEKLY     PAGE 3MONDAY, OCT. 13 TO FRIDAY, OCT. 17, 2003 NEWSNEWS
GULC welcomes Zeiler

by Nicholas C. Erickson, 1L
Law Weekly

Famed author and attorney
Scott Turow spoke at a small lunch-
eon, on Friday, Oct. 10, about the
release of his new non-fiction book
Ultimate Punishment: A Lawyer's
Reflection on Dealing with the Death
Penalty. The luncheon was attended
by a cross-section of advocates and
academics united by an interest in
the debate over the death penalty.

While best known for writing
such works as 1L and Presumed
Innocent, Mr. Turow is still a practic-
ing attorney in Illinois. During his
years of advocacy, he has seen and
agreed with both sides of the death
penalty debate. He has worked as a
prosecutor, where he never had to
argue for enforcement of the pun-
ishment, but thought "[he] could do
it." He has also defended two death
row inmates, whom he vigorously
believed did not deserve to be exe-
cuted. Finally, in 2000, he was asked
to be a member of Governor Ryan's
Committee to investigate the death
penalty in Illinois and helped for-
mulate the current moratorium on
the death penalty in that state. "I
don't criticize anyone's opinion on
the death penalty because I have
held them all."

Scott Turow's work with the
Ryan Committee helped formulate
his current view on the issue. He
feels we as society tend to focus on
the heinous criminals, like John
Wayne Gacy and Timothy McVeigh,
and ask ourselves whether their exe-

cution justified the death penalty.
He asserted that this is the wrong
question; we should have been ask-
ing ourselves whether we can
design a foolproof system that will
only apply to these extreme cases
and not just ordinary murderers. 

Arguments given in favor of the
death penalty include 1) cost, 2)
incapacitation of the murderer, and
that 3) the victims deserve retribu-
tion. Mr. Turow finds these argu-
ments to be generally unpersuasive.
The cost of death is higher than life
imprisonment, modern technology
employed at "supermax" prisons
dissuades murderers from ever
killing again, and whether victims
deserve retribution has nothing to
do with the heinous quality of the
capital murder - wouldn't victims of
non-capital murder similarly
deserve it equally as much?

Mr. Turow then used his work
with capital cases to illustrate the
problems within the criminal justice
system and how he feels capital sen-
tences are arbitrarily given. He
worked on the appeal of Alex
Hernandez, who was charged and
convicted of murdering a girl in
Illinois. Shortly after his conviction,
another similar murder occurred in
the same region and a suspect cap-
tured. Ultimately, this suspect
admitted to committing the second
murder, as well as the first murder
for which Hernandez was convict-
ed. The prosecutors then spent the
next decade trying to prove that the
suspect's confession was false and
finally relented when DNA evi-

dence exonerated Mr. Hernandez.
These cases illustrate the argument
that prosecutors are apt to convict
an innocent man, and later refuse to
confront that fact because they do
not want to ask themselves: "How
often has this happened?" However,
Mr. Turow did not want to give the
impression that he thought inno-
cence on death row was pervasive.
"This case was an aberration…I am
not under the illusion that most peo-
ple on death row are innocent." At
the same time, the penalty is arbi-
trarily applied to the poorest,
minority defendants, while affluent
whites are not even considered and
"white lives still seem to be worth
more [than others] in our system."

Mr. Turow concluded that he
would not have a problem with a
death penalty that was justly
applied only to those heinous
crimes that require application of
the "ultimate punishment".
However, too often the person
receiving the sentence committed an
ordinary murder and "just hap-
pened to be poor, be a minority, [or]
have a bad lawyer." He, therefore,
cannot support the current, arbitrar-
ily-applied death penalty.

GULC Professor Susan Low
Bloch attended the speech and
found Mr. Turow's arguments
against application of the death
penalty "very thoughtful, persua-
sive, and articulate." As for her own
views, Professor Bloch states: "I find
it to be a very difficult issue, and I
find his argument to be very persua-
sive." 

Jim Day, 1E, attended the
speech. He was impressed at the
quality of Turow's arguments and
commented that "it is fun to listen to
someone with such depth of knowl-
edge speak on an issue of national
importance." When asked whether
he supports the death penalty, Jim
stated: "As a practical matter of
social policy, I believe that the death
penalty yields few benefits that can-
not make up for the injustice that is
created when one man is sentenced
to death while the other is given life
in prison, each having committed
similar crimes. However, if as a
prosecutor my job ever demanded
that I ask a jury to sentence a man to
death, I believe I could do that so
long as I truly believed that the
defendant's actions were heinous
enough to warrant the ultimate pun-
ishment."

The speech was sponsored by
Sonnenschein, Nath, and Rosenthal
LLP and the Constitution Project.
President and Founder of the
Constitution Project, Virginia E.
Sloan, found the luncheon and pres-
entation to be a "big success" and
wholeheartedly suggests reading
Mr. Turow's new book, "regardless
of how you feel about the death
penalty." She finds it important to
read books like this, where the cen-
tral issue is "not whether the death
penalty is moral, but about the mid-
dle ground and how it actually
works." Even first year students
should read it. "The book is very
provocative and a quick read. I
could not put it down."

Scott Turow speaks on new book - Ultimate Punishment

Photo by Chen Fong Goh, 1L



discriminates against religion.
Involved with the argument was the
denial of First Amendment rights,
including those of free speech and free
exercise. 

In place for 34 years, the Leahy
Moot Court Competition is open to all
upperclass students. Students who
enter have a couple of weeks to write
briefs arguing for an assigned side.
Afterwards, they participate in rounds

of oral arguments where they are ran-
domly assigned to one side or the
other. These rounds are judged by
members of the Barristers’ Council,
and when the elimination rounds
were over this year, four competitors
were left to go on to last week’s final
round.

Kellie Howard, 2L, Brian
Kowalski, 2L, Duffy, and Michael
Heinz, 3L, competed in the finals.
With only twelve minutes to get their
points across, often interrupted and
derailed by the judges’ questions, all
four contestants displayed strength
under pressure. Each expressed points

and deflected the concerns of the court
with apparent skill.

The judges didn’t make it easy.
Often, within two or three sentences of
the students’ prepared statements, the
judges were already interrupting
them with pointed questions about
other cases and aspects of the issue.
Judge Facciola, for instance, was quick
to point out the question of agnostics
taking religious courses—whether this
constitutes an exercise of religious
right, and should be denied. All four
competitors had to deal with his

rapid-fire questions on this unexpect-
ed issue, as it affected the arguments
of both sides. 

In contrast, Judge Glickman posed
his questions slower, but with no less
insight. It was difficult to not be lulled
into agreeing with his statements,
eventually to the detriment of one’s
own case. 

Kellie Howard, representing the
State on the free exercise clause issue,
had to defend against questions of
whether ministry study was being sin-
gled out as compared to the general
study of theology. Her co-counsel
Brian Kowalski found himself having
to differentiate cases the judges noted

that seemed to conflict with his argu-
ment that the state did not breech the
free speech clause. Duffy then began
the case for the respondent, answering
direct questions about how the study
and practice of religion differ and
whether the student had been bur-
dened by the denial of funds.
Rounding out the arguments, Michael
Heinz was pressed on the issues of
whether his position would be equiva-
lent to state endorsement of religion
and whether the state had really
denied free speech. All four used
every last minute of their time, often
being allowed to go a little extra to fin-
ish their final responses.

Following the arguments, the
judges praised all the competitors for
their strength of advocacy, a skill that
Judge Facciola said he feared may be
dying out in modern law practice.
They also commented on the benefits
of conversational argumentation and
the ability to react without having to
use many notes. 

Afterwards, at the reception for all
involved, Glickman noted how impor-
tant it was that the students had been
“able to convey a sense of conviction.
That what [they] argue is right in
accordance with common sense.”  He
also expressed to the competitors the
importance of “thinking through the
consequences of their arguments” in
terms of how it will affect the next case
that will rely on the decision of this
one.

Judge Facciola, a Georgetown
alumnus, also talked with audience
members, including several 1Ls, after

the competition. He was quite pleased
with the event, expressing that it was
“heartening to see such oral advocacy,
a profound Georgetown tradition.”
Relaying stories of his first times in
front of the bench, he talked of the dif-
ficulty of “looking someone in the face
and telling them how I felt.”

Duffy, perhaps as relieved to be
done as pleased to have won,
remarked on the difficulties involved
in competing. “I was extremely famil-
iar with the other side, as I had
immersed myself for the previous two
rounds,” she noted. I was forced to
reteach myself the case from the
Respondent’s side [for the finals].”

Although only one person can win
at the Competition, all the finalists and
some of the stronger participants that
did not make the finals will be invited
to join the Barristers’ Council and par-
ticipate in inter-school competitions
around the country. The Barristers’
Council is made up of students who
have shown skill in moot court, mock
trial, and ADR competitions.
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Student advisory group chosen for dean search
search to twelve people inside and out-
side the community that it plans to
interview, and has already begun the
process. The hope is that this process
will be completed by early to mid-
November, at which point the pool
will be reduced to a more manageable
number of five to seven "semi-final-
ists." This group of candidates will
then meet with separate student, alum-
ni, and administrative committees, and
most probably the entire faculty, while
still proceeding confidentially. It is
unclear how long this process will
take. 

The student committee is currently
being formed. Dean Areen informed
Nathan Headrick, 3L and President of
SBA, which students should comprise
the committee. This body will consist
of the Editor-in-Chief of the main law
journal, the Executive Director of the
Barristers' Council, the President of the
SBA, two persons selected by the
inputs of JLSA, BLSA, APALSA - the
three largest minority student groups
on campus, and the two persons select-
ed as finalists for last year's SBA LCAC
committee for Todd Walter's position.
Most of the people had agreed to par-
ticipate at the time of printing, and
Headrick said there is no reason to
believe anyone would not accept. 

Alumni and senior administrators
will pick from amongst themselves to
determine who will meet with the
semi-finalists. The exact manner of
deciding these groups was not known
at press time.  The faculty will most
probably meet with the semi-finalists

in groups of twenty-five or so. 
Once all interested groups have

met with the semi-finalists, the com-
mittee will speak with each group and
get input and ideas. Using that infor-
mation, they will pick three or four
persons whose names they will submit
to the President of Georgetown
University, Jack DeGioia. In the past,
departing deans have typically stayed
out of the selection process to find their
successors, and Professor Pitofsky
noted that Dean Areen has done so as
well. However, when the final three or
four candidate names are submitted to
the President, Pitofsky will probably
asked Dean Areen her opinions. 

According to Pitofsky, the most
critical attributes the committee is
seeking in the next dean include a
commitment to quality, expressed
managerial skills, and the ability to
represent the school outside of the uni-
versity, especially in fundraising
endeavors. The committee will also
evaluate each candidate's vision for the
future of the law school and views on
affirmative action. Pitofksy also com-
mented that the committee has been a
"very coherent group," with their basic
opinions and goals being relatively of
the same vein. With respect to affirma-
tive action, arguably the most divisive
of issues, the committee seems to
maintain a cohesive idea that some
form of it is necessary.

Regarding vision for the universi-
ty, Pitofsky noted that the committee is
interested in preserving the communi-
ty service and public interest aspects of
the law center that have grown so
much under Dean Areen's tenure. "The
theme here is not to just train lawyers

for the private sector," Pitofsky empha-
sized. "There is a way of practicing law
in the public interest and government
that this school has had an integral role
in."

Todd Walter, the student repre-
sentative of the committee, who was
chosen through an essay and interview
process with SBA and the Dean, said
he is "honored to be working with such
distinguished faculty members and
alumni." He said the thing he learned
most through working on this project
is the machinations of the day to day
operations of the law school, including
financial aspects, how decisions are
made and the place various parties
have in such activities. As a student,
the operational specifics were not
something Walter had been exposed to
before.

Walter also noted that, from a stu-
dent perspective, it is very beneficial to
have more students involved through
the formation of the student advisory
committee. "It will be an excellent
opportunity for those selected, and
there will be equal weight given to the
opinions and feelings of the various
voices heard," Walter said.

The original goal was to have a
definitive announcement regarding
the new dean by the first of the year.
The committee may not make this
deadline, but it hopes to have a deci-
sion early in the year. Dean Areen will
depart July 1, 2004, and ideally the
committee would like to have the
dean-elect around for a few months
before she leaves, in order to facilitate a
smooth transition.

DEAN from page 1

Following the arguments, the judges praised
all the competitors for their strength of advo-
cacy, a skill that Judge Facciola said he
feared may be dying out in modern law
practice. 



coaches. Their team advisor,
Georgetown Adjunct Professor Paul B.
Larsen, accompanied the team. The
Georgetown team was highly successful,
as the team took second place in the face
of heavy international competition, and
Vorwig brought home the title of Best
Advocate and received a special award
for her achievement. The team from
University of Auckland, New Zealand,
won the competition, and the University
of Bremen team took third. Bremen was
eliminated in the semi-finals while
Georgetown went directly to the final
before the World Court judges on the
basis of having written the best briefs.

This year's performance by
Georgetown follows an international
first place victory by another
Georgetown team in 2002. The
Georgetown team also won the North
American competition in 2003 and there-
by won the right to represent North
America in the Bremen finals. In 2003,
the team won Best Brief and Vorwig won
Best Oralist at the regional competition.
They also won last year's international
competition in Houston, Texas, with
Williams earning the prize for Best
Oralist. Shafer described the internation-
al competition. "The competition is held
as part of the annual International
Astronautical Congress, so we were sur-
rounded at all times by thousands of
rocket scientists,” she said. “No, really, I
mean rocket scientists. Talk about intel-
lectual inadequacy."

Professor Larsen praised the team.
"The Georgetown team practiced very
hard for the spring North American
finals and again in September for the
world finals. Their performance con-
tributed to Georgetown's international
and national fame as the best place to
study space law. I hope that the Law
Center will give them their well-
deserved recognition."

Regional competitions are organ-
ized each year in Europe, North America
and in the Asia Pacific area. In North
America, the competition is held in the

spring here at the Law Center with the
sponsorship of the Barristers’ Council.
There was a competition in Europe
involving law schools from all over the
European continent. The University of
Bremen won that contest. The University
of Auckland, New Zealand won the
competition in Australia.  

The winning teams of the three
regional rounds meet in the internation-
al final rounds that are held in conjunc-
tion with the International Institute of
Space Law Annual Colloquium on the
Law of Outer Space. Three members of
the International Court of Justice judge
the final round. This unique feature
makes the Lachs Moot Court one of the
most prestigious moot court competi-
tions in the world.

The facts of the case given to the
teams to moot presented an interesting
challenge. Astermine is a space engineer-
ing company operating in the country of
Ceres. Astermine constructed a space-
craft to do mining operations on an aster-
oid called Boznemcova. The propulsion
system of the spacecraft was a nuclear
engine. Launch of the spacecraft failed
and the crash destroyed many buildings
in the capital of the country of Vesta.
Many people got cancer from the debris
of the nuclear engine.  Vestans retaliated
by attacks on the capital of Ceres. Ceres
destroyed Vesta's communication satel-
lite. Astermine completed its mining
operations on Boznemcova bringing the
asteroid down to Earth but leaving
debris in space. Vesta demanded repara-
tions before the World Court.
Georgetown represented Vesta before
the court.

Larsen felt that the New Zealand
team had the most difficulties, "In my
view New Zealand had the weakest
case. The World Court Judges must have
felt that because New Zealand had the
weakest case, they had the most difficult
task to make convincing arguments."
However, the New Zealand team was
able to overcome their challenges to take
home the top prize. Larsen was especial-
ly congratulatory to Shafer and Vorwig.
"The contestants argued for 45 minutes,”
he explained. “Petra Vorwig was the

lead on the Georgetown team. She also
made the rebuttal.  She argued first and
made strong and convincing arguments.
Amanda Shafer, the second member of
the Georgetown team, also argued bril-
liantly." Shafer was also proud of the
performance. "We gave what both Petra
and I considered to be our best perform-
ance ever, in front of three judges from
the International Court of Justice."

Beiting expanded on the experience
of being on the Space Law team. "I think
that the Space Law competition is a fan-
tastic opportunity to gain exposure to a
branch of international law that not
many students or practitioners have
much experience with. It's also interest-
ing because it requires mastery of so
many different areas of international law
- everything from the lawful use of force
to commercial law to international
human rights. What's more, they've
actually argued in front of sitting justices
at the international level, as well as the
preeminent scholars in Space Law
regional competition. Petra and Amanda
did a superb job preparing for the com-
petition - they've been working on this
problem since last fall and really mas-
tered every aspect of it. They're both
great advocates, as winning Best Brief
and Best Oralist at both levels of the com-
petition this year shows. I've learned a
lot working with them and watching
their arguments - it's been a great experi-
ence for me."

NASA pays the costs of the airfare
and accommodations to the conference
of the winning U.S. team. The team is
highly appreciative of NASA's contribu-
tions, said Shafer. "One of the perks of
the trip included the fact that it was
funded entirely by NASA, which includ-
ed a daily stipend; so many thanks to our
good friends at NASA for this incredible
opportunity, as well as for their help
with preparation for the competition.
The Space Law class actually gets to visit
NASA each year and see what it might
be like to be space lawyers. Of course, it's
highly unlikely that they'll ever send a
lawyer to space, but we can dream."

The team practiced about three
times a week in the spring and began the

work again in late August. In all likeli-
hood, the team will take a break before
reloading with new members and then
tacking the 2004 competition. The Moot
Court problem for 2004 is now available
on the Internet at the following URL:
htpp://www.spacemoot.org. The Barristers'
Council will select the Georgetown team
for next year's competition.

Assistant Dean Everett Bellamy
heaped further praise upon the GULC
Space Law team. "Georgetown's
Manfred Lachs Space Law team should
be commended for an outstanding per-
formance in both the national and inter-
national competition. Georgetown's
team won the North American competi-
tion in the spring and thereby won the
right to represent North America in the
international finals. Last week, the team
won second place in the world finals.
That's outstanding! Moreover, Petra
Vorwig of Georgetown was named Best
Advocate of the competition. This year's
performance by Georgetown follows an
international first place victory by anoth-
er Georgetown team in 2002. In fact, last
year's winning team members volun-
teered to serve as coaches to this year's
team. As in the past, Georgetown was
aided by the wonderful guidance of
Adjunct Professor Paul B. Larsen, who
teaches Space Law."

Georgetown offers a seminar in
space law. GULC has offered the semi-
nar every year for 20 years. The
Georgetown Space Law Group provides
a forum for students interested in space
law. Georgetown has participated in the
international space law competition
since the first international competition.
Georgetown's location in Washington
makes Georgetown a natural center for
space law. No other law school has a
focus on space law equal to
Georgetown's. Shafer was surprised at
the number of lawyers actually practic-
ing in the field. "There are many more
practicing 'space lawyers' out there than
one might expect, who do everything
from working at NASA to advising the
companies that build the rockets and
participating in negotiations between
space-faring nations."
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Law center stars shine at space law competition

takes to get the shopping done. "Peapod
is better because it doesn't take three
hours of my day," Leivick said. "I think
[the shuttle is] useful for people who
don't have class in the afternoons but
that's not the majority."

The Department of Residence Life
and the Department of Public Safety
work together to determine the shuttle's
hours. The departments work closely
together to choose the schedule and
locations the shuttle goes to each year.

"Every year we really look into our
schedule to see if it is accommodating
student needs," Assistant Director of
Residence Life Carol Walsh said. "We're
always willing to listen, but we have to
make sure suggestions are feasible too."

One problem shuttle drivers face -
an unavoidable and unpredictable one -
is the major traffic in and around the
Beltway. The city's location has the con-
sequence that traffic in the tri-state area
can mean big headaches for commuters.

"One of the difficulties we run into
is traffic," Walsh said. "As much as the
driver tries to stay on schedule, you
never know what [Interstate] 395 is

going to be like on any given day."
Other students have also com-

plained that the shuttle should have
more convenient hours or a daily sched-
ule to accommodate student needs.

"It would be extremely convenient
if it ran daily," Tara Hereich, 1L, said.
"But I'm not sure if that would be cost
efficient."

Walsh said that because of student
suggestions the schedule and locations
have been changed in the past. For
instance, Whole Foods Market was
added to the list of locations as a result
of student advocacy.

"Every year we really look into our
schedule to see if it is accommodating
student needs," Walsh said. "We used to
run three times a week [last year]; we
have increased that to four this year."

Walsh added that the office, in con-
junction with the Office of Student
Affairs and Department of Public
Safety, holds two focus groups each
year with the next meeting scheduled
for sometime in November.

"We usually choose a group of stu-
dents at random," Walsh said. "We try
to find out how it is going and what we
can do to improve."

Sergeant Eugene Nock said that a
suggestion box is also available in the
Office of Student Affairs. Past student
concerns have led to a number of inno-
vations with student transportation
concerns.

The shopping shuttle has upgraded
from a smaller 10-passenger van to a
more convenient 16-passenger bus that
accommodates handicapped individu-
als. That change was initiated by
Director of Public Safety Ray Smith.

"We even went the extra mile and
have a rental van that is available for
student groups, faculty and child care,"
Nock said. "All you need is a valid dri-
ver's license and some dates and you
can use it."

Nock was quick to add that
although student concerns are impor-
tant and the department takes them into
account when creating the bus schedule
along with residence life, public safety is
also concerned with the rights and
working conditions of the drivers.

"The shuttle drivers are in a union
so we have to guarantee them a 40-hour
work week, but they also have to know
their days off," Nock said. "Keep in
mind we can only juggle [the schedule]

so often … so we can tell the driver the
hours with some consistency."

Most students have expressed their
happiness with the schedule as it stands
now despite the tardiness and long
shopping excursions. The drivers, stu-
dents say, are cheerful and upbeat.

"The music's great, and I love the
drivers," Hereich said. "Because on any
given day, depending on the driver's
taste, you can either jam to hip-hop or
unwind to classical music."

Sergeant Nock added that the
department is always looking to
improve and make changes when nec-
essary.

"The supervisors actually get on the
bus to check it out from time to time
unannounced," Nock said. "Our current
drivers are very reliable."

The current schedule runs four
days a week, up from three days last
year. The shuttle runs from 4 - 8 p.m.
Monday, 4 - 10 p.m. Tuesday, 11 a.m. - 4
p.m. Friday and 1 -  4 p.m. on Saturday.

"There's a variation of hours there,"
Nock said. "Hopefully we're able to cap-
ture the needs of everyone with that
schedule."

Gewirz students face shopping shuttle logistic problems
SHUTTLE from page 1
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FOOTBALL
PICKS

Annie
Wartanian
”Armenians
may have
some natural
aversion to
football.”

Jon Massimino
“Attention women
of Georgetown Law!
Audrey Perry has
the perfect sense of
fashion. Take note
and copy her when-
ever possible.”

Mark Leighton
“And God blessed
them, and God said
unto them, Be fruitful
and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and
subdue it.”

Mark recaptures the lead while Alaina’s perform-
ance thus far has seriously undermined the animal
rights movement. Audrey, Avedis and Jon are still

in contention while the pretenders fall back...

Audrey Perry
“You know the world is a
wonderful place when the
Cubs and Red Sox are in
the playoffs and the
Terminator is being
referred to by the media as
'Governor-elect
Schwarzenegger.’”

NFL WEEK SEVEN TYE AVEDIS ANNIE AUDREY JON MARK ALAINA EMY
Green Bay at St. Louis                 Green Bay St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis Green Bay
New England at Miami Miami New England Miami Miami Miami Miami Miami New England
Denver at Minnesota Denver Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota Denver Denver      
Philadelphia at NY Giants NY Giants NY Giants Philadelphia Philadelphia Philadelphia NY Giants Philadelphia NY Giants
New Orleans at Atlanta New Orleans Atlanta Atlanta Atlanta Atlanta Atlanta Atlanta Atlanta
Washington at Buffalo Washington Washington Buffalo Buffalo Buffalo Buffalo Buffalo Buffalo
Baltimore at Cincinnati Baltimore Cincinnati Baltimore Baltimore Baltimore Baltimore Cincinnati Baltimore
San Diego at Cleveland Cleveland San Diego Cleveland Cleveland Cleveland Cleveland Cleveland Cleveland
Dallas at Detroit Dallas Detroit Dallas Dallas Dallas Detroit Detroit Detroit
Tennessee at Carolina Carolina Tennessee Tennessee Carolina Tennessee Carolina Carolina Tennessee
NY Jets at Houston Houston NY Jets Houston Houston Houston Houston Houston Houston
Tampa Bay at San Francisco Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Tampa Bay
Chicago at Seattle Seattle Chicago Seattle Seattle Seattle Seattle Chicago Chicago
Kansas City at Oakland Oakland Oakland Kansas City Kansas City Kansas City Kansas City Oakland Kansas City

Avedis Seferian
“Arnie just won
California, so this
week I’m going
with whichever
team’s mascot
would make a
better
Terminator.”

Emy
Hancock
”Now Aretha,
she’s a big
lady...but
when she
sings, every-
body wants to
be Aretha.”  -
Jack Black

Alaina Dartt
”I think football would be
more interesting if the focus
was on the cheerleading
stunts and dances.”

Tye Andersen
"To count me out would be a
mistake. Many law firms have
made a similar mistake."STANDINGS W L PCT. GB

Mark 36 22 .621 -
Audrey 34 24 .586 2
Jon 34 24 .586 2
Avedis 33 25 .569 3
Annie 30 28 .517 6
Emy 30 28 .517 6
Tye 28 30 .483 6
Alaina 25 33 .431 11

Baseball’s postseason brings it back to the spotlight
by Tye Andersen, 2L

Law Weekly

Baseball has long since ceased to be the nation-
al pastime. Instead, football is now America's sport
of choice. Further, there are good arguments to be
made that basketball and NASCAR have also
passed baseball in terms of popularity. But this
isn't a column aimed at ripping baseball, quite the
contrary. Indeed, as every sports fan is fully aware,
baseball is currently enjoying a ridiculously excit-
ing postseason - probably its most exciting since
1986. In my mind, the three marquee franchises in
baseball - NY Yankees, Boston Red Sox and
Chicago Cubs, are still alive. And the fourth, the
Florida Marlins, would easily be the story of the
year in almost any other year. It is truly remarkable
to contemplate the amount of goodwill baseball
has at the moment considering how little it had 13-
14 months ago as baseball prepared for a strike.
Whether the agreement reached then really accom-
plished anything long-term remains to be seen, but
in the short-term it allowed us to see Barry Bonds
cement his place among the greatest ever and now
it has brought us this postseason. So c'mon, let's
forget about what needs fixing or what lies ahead.
This postseason may well be the defining baseball
moment of our lives. Let's live in the moment.

Living in the moment is nothing new for the
New York Yankees. Winning the World Series one
year does not guarantee job security for the next.
This is especially true this season, the team has not
won the last two years and George Steinbrenner
was recently quoted as saying, "Winning is second
only to breathing." Manager Joe Torre could easily
be managing his last games in pinstripes - hello,
Commissioner Torre? And Roger Clemens will
pitch only one or two more games in his career.
Wholesale changes will inevitably come in the off-
season as the Yankees will overhaul the bullpen,
add a couple of new starters and make a push at

Vlad Guerrero, Gary Sheffield, or Miguel Tejada. I
know they have Jeter, but he'd move to third if
they don't like Boone. And yet despite all this, the
Yankees are probably the least captivating of the
remaining four teams.

The Boston Red Sox are positively electric.
Blessed with a bunch of role players having career
years, Bostonians feel something special in the air.
Boston has had good teams recently, especially in
1999, but for whatever reason this year feels differ-
ent. Part of the reason has to be the players them-
selves. Guys like Jason Varitek, Trot Nixon, Derek
Lowe, and Kevin Millar epitomize the blue-collar
players that Bostonians love. They chew, they spit,
they shave their heads, grow fu-manchus and
when it's game-time, they'd run through a wall.
They just don't care. The other reason for the
excitement is Theo Epstein. The twenty-nine year-
old native is a hometown prodigy sent to save a
woeful, cursed franchise. The BoSox nation
believes, how can you not after seeing some of the
breaks the Red Sox got in their series with
Oakland. And fittingly, their hated rivals the
Yankees stand in their way. But I suppose that if
you're going to tackle the Curse, it's best to go
straight to the source.

In the National League, there's the Chicago
Cubs. Talk about woeful - try 1908! The Red Sox
are at least decent most years. The Cubs, on the
other hand, are usually dreadful. The Cubs lose so
frequently that by June 1 you can pretty much
write the season off as a loss. And while the Red
Sox fans are quick to call for blood, Cubs fans are
content to "wait 'til next year." Still, with the Cubs
achieving unprecedented success, Cubbies' fever is
sweeping the nation. In defying the laws of the
universe, the Cubs have somehow managed to
make all the right moves this season. First, they
brought in a first-class manager in Dusty Baker,
just the steady hand that a young club needs. Then
they found two proven veteran catchers in Damian

Miller and Paul Bako to manage the young staff.
Also, in Houdini-esque fashion they were able to
con the L.A. Dodgers into a Todd Hundley for
Mark Grudzielanek and Eric Karros deal. And
don't forget about closer Joe Borowski, pulled
straight from the Mexican league. Even Sammy
Sosa's troubled year hasn't hurt the Cubs. Of
course, we should mention two big reasons for
that: Mark Prior and Kerry Wood. If the Cubs are
somehow able win the World Series, what would
the new world be like?

And then there are the Florida Marlins. This
team started the year off slow and was left for
dead. Actually, it was left for dead long before the
season started. They are paying Mike Hampton
millions and he's not even on the team. But the
Marlins have survived a managerial change and
constant rumors to arrive at baseball's best record
since mid-May. There fan support has swelled
from around 15,000 a game to a baseball record-
crowd of more than 65,000 last Saturday. Seventy-
two year old manager Jack McKeon was brought in
to baby-sit for the remainder of the season and
now his young Marlins are helping him to achieve
his greatest feat in his long professional career. 3B
Mike Lowell began the year on fire. This fueled
rumors that he was headed to Chicago, but instead,
there he was in a Marlins' uniform hitting a game-
winning homer against those very Cubs in Game 1.
Dontrelle Willis used to be a Cub; he was traded
for Matt Clement against whom he squared-off
Saturday. The team is fast, they play with youthful
exuberance and with Pudge Rodriguez manning
the plate, they mean business. Their fans haven't
endured decades of heartache like the Boston or
Chicago, but the ghosts of '97 remain. 

So how will it all shake-out? Only one predic-
tion here: regardless of who wins, baseball will
come out ahead. Baseball is no longer the national
pastime, but this is proving to be a magical
October. 
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Alexandria’s Murphy's Pub: Divas need not apply

by Erin Lien, 1L and Amy Messigian, 1L
Law Weekly

Here we are, halfway through the semester.
The 1Ls among us still feel as if they are small fish
in a big pond. Cliché intended, and here is why. If
we were undergrads, this would be the time of the
year in which inundation with papers, midterms
and coffee would replace, for you at least, if not for
us, the thrill of the bottle. But wait a minute! Didn't
you just smell what we smelled? Yes, that was the
distinct aroma of beer. 

Welcome to Murphy's Irish Pub in Old Town
Alexandria. If you are looking for loud, fun times
with happy people, this is your place. But first,
time for your midterm exam. 

Question one: What is required for people to
start engaging in behavior they would otherwise
shy away from? Say, for example, Tina and Tim go
to a bar. Will Tina be more likely to hit on Tim if
they've had a round of Irish Car Bombs? Is this
likelihood increased if there are more participants
and/or more rounds? Answer: additional partici-
pants may bring down the likelihood of her hitting
on Tim, but additional rounds may increase her
likelihood of hitting on just about anyone.

Question two: If you like to sing, but lack tal-
ent, how do you belt out tunes without silencing
the room and incurring the scorn of your fellow
bar mates? Strength in numbers, my friend.
Strength in numbers. For example: Say Rich is
what you call a "shower soprano." Despite all nat-
ural efforts to the contrary, Rich, bless his heart,
has a deep seated need to express himself in song.
Would Rich have a better chance at maintaining
his friendship with Sean if his voice were drowned
out by dozens of others? Answer: yes. Rich will be
more likely to maintain Sean's friendship as well as
the goodwill of the bar folk if he participates in
communal singing.

Cue Murphy's, a grand Irish pub. Last week-
end we visited this pub with a group of fellow

GULC beer drinkers. We went seeking one thing -
release - and boy did we get it. We arrived later in
the evening, and were let right in. The pub has two
floors with live Irish music and separate bars on
each level. Both rooms were filled with boisterous
patrons of all drinking ages, but we decided to
head upstairs where the two man band Double
Down was leading the revelry. 

While arriving late left us feeling a bit disori-
ented as everyone else was well into the Irish mer-
riment, the enthusiastic singing from masses
quickly brought us into the spirit of the crowd. The
fact that the songs were primarily Irish and the
crowd was gesturing to the lyrics in unison made
us feel a little out of our league, initially, but we
caught on quickly. If you find yourself in this situ-
ation, remember to apply Rule Two (See, A.
Messigian and E. Lien, "Good Times at Café Japone
Outweigh Bad Service," Law Weekly, Sept. 22) and
have a brew. As far as singing and dancing to Irish
songs goes, the brew will serve as both a prop and
as a helping hand through the learning process. 

Irish songs are unlike anything we'd ever
heard. There's "The Unicorn Song," an obvious
crowd favorite, which required that everyone ges-
ture like the different animals named in the chorus.
There's a song about a girl named Alice in which
the entire crowd was supposed to yell back at the
forlorn singer, "Alice! Who the f@*# is Alice?!" And
then, there are the songs about drinking. Those
crazy Irish! When don't they drink? They are
drinking at "Finnegan's Wake." They are proud to
report "There's Whiskey in the Jar." But, of course,
no one knows what to do with a "Drunken Sailor."
As the sounds hit your ears and beer hits your
belly, it won't take long for you to throw caution to
the wind and start singing, dancing and toasting to
both the trivial and the grand! 

As you can imagine, this atmosphere is not for
the meek. If you go to Murphy's, be prepared for a
rough, unrefined experience where loud is the
norm. The décor is warm and comfortable, with

Kelly green walls, fireplaces and dark wood furni-
ture. Do not mistake warmth for delicacy, as this
establishment undoubtedly sees more than its
share of large, animated lads, dancing, laughing
and singing. The people are happy, the music is
fun and, according to Amy Collen, 1L, "the house
beer is really good." We concur. The overwhelming
feeling is that everyone is welcome to come in and
join a bunch of friendly folks for a drink and some
singing without having to put on any airs. 

This feeling of welcome remains intact until
the managers rather abruptly decided that it was
time to kick everyone out. This was the only draw-
back of the evening. The two levels of the pub are
not closed simultaneously. The top floor is closed
first and, in our opinion, too early. The managers
and bartenders began hollering for us all to get out
around 1 a.m. Considering how jovial and ener-
getic the crowd was, this was met with some resist-
ance, which was, in turn, met by an incredibly
powerful set of lungs, reiterating that we needed to
“finish up and get out.” No matter, though. The
downstairs was still open, but only for another half
hour before we were all herded out the front door,
back onto King Street.

This is a great place to go with a group of
friends. If you don't have any friends, you can
meet some at Murphy's over a pint while singing
about Unicorns & Alice (Who the f@#% is Alice?!).

Amy says: Yes. Erin says: Yes. It's a great time.
Prepare to belt one out!

AAddoopptt  AA  PPeett
TTooddaayy!!

George (A090705) is a sweet 2-
year-old buff and white shorthaired
cat. A kindly patron saw a bunch of kids
throwing rocks at George, and then
trying to set him on fire! George is
looking for a quieter home without
young children. He would love to share
a home with a mellow feline. For more
information, please call 202-544-5008.

This week's Pets of the Week are Mareco and George.
They are currently in foster care, waiting for permanent

homes.

Mareco and George have many furry friends also available
for adoption. For more details contact:

If you'd like to help out animals, but can't adopt a pet at this
time, consider volunteering. Check out the Washington Humane
Society's website, at www.washhumane.org/volunteer.htm, for a
list of volunteer opportunities.

Washington Humane Society
Shelter

7319 Georgia Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20012

12-4 pm, seven days a week
202-723-5730 (24 hours)

Mareco is a 3-year-old, male Pekingese
mix. This little guy was given up by someone
who could not care for him properly. He is a
bit overwhelmed by the shelter and is eager
to get into a loving home. Mareco has beauti-
ful fur and big, sad eyes that just beg you to
love him!  He is being fostered by Kathryn at
202-546-4336.

AS
GEWIRZ
STANDS

by Jackie Cohen, 4L
Inquiring Reporter

Note: As a service to the members of the Law Center community who do not
live in Gewirz, the Law Weekly from time to time provides an update on the rel-
evant goings-on. Some say they aren't true, but how do they know?

Tom is unprepared when called on by his professor after
becoming engrossed with looking at the facebook, while Nicole
skips her homework to spend three hours looking it over with her
friends.  Dale gets dirty looks after going to student groups’ meet-
ings just for the free food.  Mary surprises Frank by suddenly
emerging from her room just as he is reading the message board
on her door.  

Murphy's, A Grand Irish Pub
713 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

King Street Metro stop

Ambiance 0000

Service 000

Food 0000
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Cartoon Network’s Adult Swim: jump in, the water's fine

by Michael Palisano, 1L
Law Weekly

When I was in middle school, I remember staying
home when my parents went out for the weekend,
cooking myself a Kraft Cheese & Macaroni dinner,
and watching TGIF - a block of programming on
Friday Nights that was geared towards "young
adults" until it ended at ten, when I watched Are You
Afraid of the Dark? on Nickelodeon, after which I fell
asleep. As you can tell, I was pretty cool. But hey,
watching the ongoing travails of Carl Winslow and
Steve Urkel beats reading about promissory estoppel
any day of the week in my book. 

Eventually my tastes matured, and I moved on to
watching "Must See TV" on Thursday nights on NBC
in high school. Seinfeld managed to remain fresh and
funny and provided great lunchroom fodder in my
high school's commons the next day. Unfortunately,
after Seinfeld ended, "Must See TV" lost a great deal of
its "must see." Many continued to watch Friends, but I
could never watch the show after its first season,
which provided a great many chuckles involving
jokes about monkeys and masturbation. 

Then there was only darkness on the airwaves,
which was probably good since I was in college, and
I was supposed to be doing work, or so the story goes.
Junior year, I saw an advertisement for a block of pro-
gramming on Cartoon Network called Adult Swim,
which billed itself as a series of cartoons for adults.
Many got the impression that "for adults" meant
"pornographic," but in reality it simply meant more
adult in taste, like McDonald's "adult" hamburger, the
Arch Deluxe. This caught my interest, because I had
always been a fan of cartoons that, while ostensibly
for children, were filled with comic references and
humor that only adults would understand. Ever since
the days of Bugs Bunny, this tradition has continued
in shows like Animaniacs and Rocko's Modern Life, two
modern classics that frequently garnered strong rat-
ings from adults. So my interest was piqued by the
launch of Adult Swim. Unfortunately, I didn't get
Cartoon Network, so I had to wait for vacation. I
instantly became a fan. 

Adult Swim is a rotating pool of cartoons that
failed because they were on networks like the WB,
and originals designed by Cartoon Network itself. 

The Brak Show (000) This show stars Brak, who
viewers will definitely recognize if they have ever
watched the Cartoon Network at all. Brak is a good-
natured goofball who lives with his mother and
miniaturized father in a traditional sitcom setting. But
that is where the normalcy ends. His best friend is
Zorak, a mean-spirited, sadistic, giant talking mantis
who will indiscriminately beat anyone who gets in his
way. His next door neighbor is the superheroic robot
Thundercleese. The writers continue to mix surreal
elements into a traditional sitcom format, creating an
abstract and hilarious spectacle. However, if you
don't like Brak, the show will grate on you.

Aqua Teen Hunger Force (000) Aqua Teen
Hunger Force chronicles the adventures of a crime
fighting team composed of an anthropomorphic box
of fries, meatball, and milkshake, known as Frylock,
Meatwad and Master Shake. Set in southern New
Jersey, this show plunges firmly into the abstract and
the disgusting, making jokes that often involve decay-
ing food and excretion. Frylock is the straight man,
and tries to mitigate the efforts of Master Shake to
take advantage of the childlike and brainless
Meatwad. Their neighbor, Carl, who speaks with a
thick Jersey accent and appears only in a stained
wifebeater, inevitably bears the brunt of the bizarre
occurrences that plague the lives of the Force. For me,
this show is either on or off. There are funny
moments, and many claim that it's their favorite show
on Adult Swim, but it's too often weird or esoteric,
even for me.

Sealab 2021 (0000) Sealab is so well-written, it
should win an Emmy. There are many Seinfeldesque
moments on this show, but it still maintains the quirk-
iness and edge of a cartoon. It is based on the edu-
tainment show Sealab 2020, which ran on Saturday
mornings in the early ‘70s and preached environmen-
talism. The animation is the same, but the characters
have mostly been given new identities. Sealab also
offers biting and incredibly witty criticism on such
things as celebrating Christmas in a multicultural

environment, racial stereotypes, "herbal supple-
ments," and misogyny. The show also features the
voice talent of former ChiPS star Erik Estrada, veteran
comic genius Bill Lobley, and New York Newsday
columnist and Fox News correspondent Ellis
Henican. 

Space Ghost: Coast to Coast (000) This is the show
that might have started the movement towards Adult
Swim. In 1993, Cartoon Network came up with the
revolutionary idea of a late night talk show geared
towards adults with an offbeat sense of humor.
What's more, the show was to be hosted by ‘60s car-
toon hero Space Ghost, a pompous ass who hadn't
been on the airwaves in years. He hosted the show
along with his foes Zorak, yes that Zorak, and Moltar,
who act as his foils. Over the years, Space Ghost has
interviewed everyone from Conan O'Brien and Jon
Stewart to Thom Yorke and Willie Nelson. "The
Powerpuff Girls" was first seen on his show. Still a
classic, Space Ghost is scheduled to interview William
Shatner sometime soon. 

Home Movies (000) Very similar in style to Dr.
Katz, which aired on Comedy Central, Home Movies
tells the story of eight-year-old Brendan Small, who
lives with his divorced mother and baby sister. He
makes movies for fun with his friends Melissa, an
overeager, sweet girl, and Jason, a socially awkward
and overweight nerd. The best part of the show is the
interplay between Brendan and his soccer coach, John
McGuirk. Together, these two, who seemingly have
very little in common, philosophize about everything,
with Brendan trying and failing to talk sense into his
very wrong-headed coach. You can almost imagine
Jerry and George talking in their booth in Monk's
café. If you're a Dr. Katz or Seinfeld fan, you will
almost certainly appreciate this very subtle show. 

So if you're sick of Friends reruns, and want some-
thing a little less serious than The West Wing, give
Adult Swim a try. If you don't like a show, just wait 15
minutes for the next one. And sign my petition to get
Are You Afraid of the Dark? back on TV. I loved that
show.



by Kevin Mittler, 1L
Law Weekly

Watching R.E.M.'s energetic performance at
the Patriot Center last Wednesday night, I was
hard-pressed to believe that they have been
around for over twenty-three years now. From the
opening chords of "Finest Worksong" to the feed-
back-filled crashing end of "It's The End Of The
World As We Know It," the band never let the
intensity slip. Even slower songs were filled with
emotion and strength. It was enough to make me
feel young again.

The Patriot Center is perhaps the perfect cur-
rent setting for an R.E.M. concert. It is a small
indoor stadium with enough room to seat the
multitudes that want to see the show, but intimate
enough to avoid that disassociated feeling. When
you see the drummer hit the snare drum and hear
the sound at the same time instead of delayed,
you're in a good place.

Following a strong 40-minute opening set by
Pete Yorn was no easy task - in fact, he deserves
his own column and review. Many in the audience
came to see Pete as much as R.E.M. themselves.
Mixed in ages from high school students to those
ready to retire, the audience presented a challenge
to a band that hasn't toured in four years and real-
ly haven't had broad commercial success in the
past few years either. For one night at least, they
brought back the feel of the heyday of the band.

R.E.M. seems to have settled in to life without
drummer Bill Berry, who retired from the band a
few years ago for health reasons. Armed with a
trio of backup musicians, the remaining three
members of the band have plowed forward and
regained the stage presence they had in the late
1980s. Michael Stipe has lost any last vestiges of
his shyness on stage, even wandering out into the
audience at one point to allow an audience mem-
ber to sing along. His hat and sunglasses, com-

pletely obscuring his face when first arriving on
stage, were gone after two songs. Mike Mills,
always a prominent voice in backing vocals, had a
chance to shine out front, singing "(Don't Go Back
To) Rockville" in a voice that, while too high, has
enough emotion that it feels right anyway. Solid
and ever energetic beside them, Peter Buck con-

tinues to shine as one of the more underrated gui-
tar players on the scene today.

The stage itself was the weakest aspect of the
show, featuring the letters "L-U-V" in lights across
the stage and a random assortment of rippling
flower effects. Shapes in changing colors along
with spotlights painted on the stage floor made up
the rest of the set. For what it's worth, it wasn't
distracting. It just made little impact, and so
became quickly ignored. Perhaps that was the
point, that the music was the focus here.

The 90-minute main set contained a heavy
dose of songs off their Document, Green, and
Monster albums including standards "World
Leader Pretend," "The One I Love," "Orange
Crush" and "Losing My Religion." Also included

were two new songs "Bad Day" and "Animal," and
a few somewhat more recent hits including
"Drive" and "Man On The Moon." I was impressed
by the group's willingness to also play songs that
had been requested on their website by fans
specifically for this show, including "Daysleeper"
and "Fall On Me." Most acts rolling through town
have a set list of songs they play at every show in
the same order. While there are often technical
reasons for this, it takes the spontaneity out of the
occasion. No such trouble here. It helps of course
to have the breadth of material to choose from
that R.E.M. has developed over the decades. The
ability to play requests, even if chosen in advance,
makes for an even better experience for fans. 

Following a short break the band came back
out to play another solid 30 minute set as an
encore. This set contained another new song
called "Final Straw" along with the recent
"Imitation Of Life" and Automatic For The People's
"Nightswimming." Finally giving up on his mal-
functioning earphone monitors, Michael Stipe
removed both the earphones and, to a roar of
applause, his shirt. The show ended with an old
punk song they played 20 years ago at the 9:30
club, followed by the logical choice of "It's The
End Of The World As We Know It," punctuated
by an extended ending. The show ended mere
minutes before midnight, a challenge to those
who needed to take the Metro home and were
unable to get out of the crowded parking lot
quickly.

Absent a current new album, one might won-
der what R.E.M. is doing on tour instead of in the
studio. Fear not, the album is coming. Although it
is only a greatest hits album, the featured two new
songs and two songs from soundtracks will make
it worth the purchase. Look out for a DVD release
accompanying the audio CD. In Time, The Best of
R.E.M 1988-2003 will contain 18 songs and will be
released in the United States on Oct. 28.
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Shapes in changing colors
along with spotlights painted
on the stage floor made up
the rest of the set. For what
it's worth, it wasn't distracting.
It just made little impact, and
so became quickly ignored.
Perhaps that was the point,
that the music was the focus
here.



I have a few things to admit. I am
a Californian. I am a Republican. I
opposed signing the recall petition
and I voted for Arnold
Schwarzenegger. 

While in retrospect events often
seem inevitable, it is a truly remark-
able thing that last Tuesday witnessed
the election of Arnold
Schwarzenegger as Governor of
California. In January of this year, the
future was bleak for California and in
particular for the California
Republican party. Democrats con-
trolled massive majorities in both
houses, as well as every statewide
elected office. 

Yet ten months later, through a
combination of Republican pragma-
tism and functioning democracy, a
Republican executive now leads the
Golden State. The legacy of Hiram
Johnson and Howard Jarvis would not
rest aside as the outrageous spending
of the single party government turned
a $12 billion surplus into a $38 billion
deficit. Like a forest that must burn to
regenerate, California has renewed
itself through the flames of populist
fire.

In the most dramatic anti-estab-
lishment revolution since Proposition
13 a generation ago, California voters -
Democrats, Independents, and
Republicans - acted to reclaim their
state from an out of control
Democratic party establishment.
While a substantial majority of that
apparatus will remain in place, the
voters politically decapitated its mal-
functioning cerebrum. 

I was initially wary of the recall.
Requiring only 13% of the voters in
the previous election to sign a petition,
the recall measure has the potential of
paving the way for interest group
manipulation - allowing well-funded
extremists to bring any sitting gover-
nor to the polls in a non-election year.
Yet, the recall measure has been avail-
able to California voters for nearly a
century, when it was injected into the
Constitution under the reformist gov-
ernorship of Hiram Johnson.   

Recall measures have indeed been
initiated against nearly every
California Governor since WWII, but
the recall of 2003 is the first successful
initiative of its kind. On Oct. 7, 2003,
55% of California voters acted to yank
Gray Davis from office. In hindsight,
this recall did not reflect the subver-
sive will of special interests. Rather, it
embodied the will of Californians over
a state government that was no longer
operating under the consent of the
governed. 

Although 60% of the votes went to
Republicans Arnold Schwarzenegger
and Tom McClintock, the recall was
not a purely Republican movement, as
25% of Democrats, and an even
greater percentage of Independents,
voted to remove Davis. Bill Clinton's
declaration that the recall represented
a "right wing attempt to steal elec-
tions" is quite simply inconsistent
with reality. Ironically, the recall may
actually decrease state partisanship, as
Gov. Schwarzenegger was elected on
a mandate to work across party lines
and achieve meaningful fiscal reform.  

Of course, pledging to carry out
fiscal reform and actually achieving it

are two very different things. The
devil is always in the details, and it
will be interesting to see how the new
administration moves towards a bal-
anced budget without raising taxes.
Gov. Schwarzenegger faces serious
challenges in dealing with liberal State
Senate leader John Burton and the
same Democrat-controlled state legis-
lature that plunged California into its
present economic crisis. 

On Election Day, pragmatic
California Republicans recognized
that Schwarzenegger was the most
electable GOP candidate. However,
they also realized that once elected, he
was the lone candidate remaining on
the ballot with both the strength of
personality to unite perennially war-
ring Republican factions, and the
independence to attract Democrat
support. Schwarzenegger is neither
divisive ideologue nor entrenched
political insider with a negative histo-
ry in Sacramento. The value of
Schwarzenegger's outsider status is
already becoming evident with the
composition of his transition "dream
team." 

Taking a line from his wife's
uncle, John F. Kennedy,
Schwarzenegger has pledged to col-
lect the "best and the brightest" to help
him fix California. Thus far he has
made good on his word, collecting a
hugely impressive array of bipartisan
leaders. Headed by David Dreier,
Chairman of the California
Republican Congressional Delegation
and the House Rules Committee,

Arnold's transition team reflects a
serious commitment to both unifying
the fractured California GOP, and
securing Democrat cooperation in the
months ahead. 

Although Schwarzenegger may
find that leading his transition team is
a little bit like herding cats, the brain
power and political capital it brings to
the table is nothing short of outstand-
ing. To give a quick cross-section of
team Schwarzenegger, members of
the 65 person group include: former
Secretary of State George Shultz (R),
former Speaker of the Assembly, San
Francisco Mayor, and political legend
Willie Brown (D), former Governor
Pete Wilson (R), gubernatorial candi-
date Bill Simon (R), former Mayor of
Los Angeles Richard Riordan (R), cur-
rent Mayor of Los Angeles James
Hahn (D), USC Law Professor and
manager of Michael Dukakis's
Presidential campaign, Susan Estrich
(D), and our very own Professor Viet
Dinh (R). 

No one doubts the difficulty of the
tasks that lie ahead for Gov.
Schwarzenegger and his administra-
tion. But if the shrewd composition of
his transition team is any indicator, he
is approaching the monumental chal-
lenge with the right attitude and the
right personnel. He must tread the
fine line between securing his own
Republican base and reaching out to
Democrats who still control most of
Sacramento. That's what leadership is
all about, and the people of California
demand nothing less. 

To the Editor,

The opinion piece by Aaron
Clemens, "Don't always bet on black,"
refers to the Rwandan genocide, and
suggests that intermarriage might have
prevented the slaughter of hundreds of
thousands of Rwandans. The Hutu-

Tutsi conflict was not about race or eth-
nicity but the violent heritage of
European imperialism. This was not an
age-old conflict but a tension fabricated
to serve the interests of white oppres-
sion. Intermarriage between Hutus and
Tutsis would have made little differ-
ence. Sorry if this seems picky, but the
cause of such atrocious slaughter is not
a topic to be dismissed lightly.

-KC Goyer, 2L
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On Capitol Hill last month, politi-
cians from both sides of the aisle were
busy drafting legislation to raise tariffs
on products imported from China. The
actions in Congress now correspond to
those of an Administration known for a
lack of diplomacy, especially in the area
of foreign trade relations.

Both the U.S. and Japan have pres-
sured China to adjust its exchange rate
this year. The U.S. claims that it will ben-
efit from a devalued dollar and strength-
ened Chinese yuan because such a move
will boost manufacturing exports and
save American jobs. However, the self-
serving goals of the current
Administration and Congress are short-
sighted and self-defeating. 

Readjusting or letting the yuan float
may cause a decline in the Chinese econ-
omy that could cause tremendous politi-
cal and economic ruptures reminiscent
of those experienced during the Asian
Financial Crisis of 1997. Another crisis
would not only negatively affect China,
but also the rest of the world. Moreover,
the U.S. sets a bad example when it
blames others for its own economic
decline and defines trade policy based
on threats and tariffs.

Un-pegging the yuan from the dol-
lar will open China's fragile financial
market to speculation. Pegging one cur-
rency to another creates a fixed exchange
rate. A lesser-developed country may
peg its currency to the currency of more
developed and industrialized country to
counter inflation and ensure stability. A

stable exchange rate helps developing
countries attract foreign direct invest-
ment and spur economic growth. 

Developing countries that peg their
currencies to another currency or a bas-
ket of other currencies hope to float their
exchange rate, a trend long supported by
the IMF and the World Bank. 

While many economists and sup-
porters of free and open trade policies
promote floating exchange rates, devel-
oping countries face great risks by un-
pegging their currencies. A floating
exchange rate opens up the central bank
of a nation to international arbitrage.
Countries with fledgling financial sec-
tors composed of unstable banks and
corrupt practices encounter great risks
when speculators enter the market. 

The 1997 crisis provides an example
of how speculation can bring a growing
but immature financial market to its
knees. First, Southeast Asian central
banks had tied their currencies to a bas-
ket of other currencies. Second, the banks
had not adopted lending practices based
on credit evaluation, yet they engaged in
short-term loans and credit transactions. 

Weak institutions made it easy for
speculators to attack the Southeast Asian
currencies in 1997. For example, a specu-
lator would go to a bank in Thailand,
and begin to take out loans in local cur-
rency and then demand U.S. dollars
from the central bank. The bank would
be forced to continue making exchanges
until it no longer held foreign reserves.
When the foreign reserves were depleted
the value of the baht fell in international
exchange markets. The speculator would
have no trouble paying off his loans in
baht, and made a profit in dollars.

It is worth noting that speculators
unsuccessfully tried to devalue the Hong
Kong dollar. It was not the benevolence
of the speculators that saved Hong Kong
or China, but rather the yuan, which was
not exchangeable in capital markets. 

Now that China has achieved WTO
accession, it will most likely move in the
direction of opening up its financial mar-
kets to foreigners, which invites both for-
eign investors and ruthless speculators.
Scholars such as Nicholas Lardy of the
Brookings Institution have recognized
the hazards that underscore a speedy
integration of China's capital market
with the rest of the world. Currently,
China's immature financial sector inhab-
its many undesirable elements such as
corruption, bad loans, insolvent state
enterprises, unemployment and bad
banking practices based on connections -
what the Chinese refer to as guanxi. The
combination of bad lending practices
and corruption can lead to a bubble
economy, which attracts speculation.

Now imagine that China allowed its
currency to float and the yuan was
exchangeable over the capital account.
Next, envision that speculators launch a
successful assault on the yuan, throwing
the Middle Kingdom into a financial cri-
sis. The effects of the crisis would be felt
immediately as American consumers
would witness traditionally cheap prod-
ucts increase in price, as multinational
corporations would lose access to their
manufacturing bases, not to mention the
large Chinese consumer market. 

Similar to the crisis of 1997, a new
crisis could affect inconspicuous places
in remarkable ways. An unstable China
would also destabilize the Asian theater

and could put North Korea in a more
threatening position.

While the consequences of a worst-
case scenario are truly frightening, skep-
tics of a flexible U.S. trade policy posit
that the U.S. must retain its manufactur-
ing capability in the event of war. Such
arguments are not based on genuine
concerns for national security, but pro-
vide an effective method for special
interest groups to garner support.
Interest groups from the manufacturing
sector will gain from the U.S. trade poli-
cy and devalued dollar in the short-term. 

In the long term, however, the
majority loses. Protectionism allows a
country to stay inefficient and to retain
its lower-skilled industries. This is not
the future of the predominantly service-
sector based U.S. economy.
Industrialized nations maintain high
standards of living by staying technolog-
ically advanced and expanding their
brainpower industries. The U.S. needs to
promote education to encourage labor
movement into highly skilled industries
rather than protect its low-skill jobs.

The global economy will benefit in
every imaginable way from free trade,
and understanding on behalf of the
industrialized nations of the problems
that developing countries face. A more
stable developing world disarms terror-
ism by removing the elements of pover-
ty and desperation. The world is a lot
more economically integrated than
many of our politicians realize. The U.S.
has learned that it is very difficult to
always choose to go it alone. Rather than
enacting legislation based on protection-
ism and xenophobia, we would be better
served by sound trade policy.

The latest global polls show that the
United States is despised for its role in
the world. What is so striking is the near
universality of this anti-American senti-
ment. If all politics is local, as the cliché
goes, there should be more differentia-
tion in attitudes toward the U.S. It is not
difficult to comprehend the ardent anti-
Americanism of Palestinian or Egyptian
youth, but why is it fully matched by the
ire of South Korean and French youth? 

Properly explaining the anti-
American epidemic that has swept the
globe over the last decade is central to
planning for the U.S. role in the world
over the next decade. The superficial
answer claims specific foreign policy
issues are at fault: Middle Easterners
don't like the U.S. because of Israel and
Iraq; Europeans don't like the U.S.
because of the sense that the United
States is unilateralist; Asians don't like
the U.S. for its heavy-handed military
presence. If only the answer was so sim-
ple.  

Although the United States has
undoubtedly pursued some policies
that are appropriately criticized from
abroad, the "bad policy" explanation
cannot fully account for the breadth or
depth of anti-American sentiment
across the globe. Instead, there are much
deeper psychological forces at work that
myopically shape the lens through
which other peoples view the United
States. 

As with most matters that blend
sociology and political science, the

Frenchman Alexis de Tocqueville is our
best guide to the answer. In Democracy in
America, he wrote: "There is indeed a
manly and legitimate passion for equal-
ity which rouses in all men a desire to be
strong and respected…But the human
heart also nourishes a debased taste for
equality, which leads the weak to want
to drag the strong down to their level
and which induces men to prefer equal-
ity in servitude to inequality in free-
dom." 

Tocqueville's prescient comment,
which foreshadowed the attraction of
20th century socialism and communism,
speaks to the heart of the global anti-
American phenomenon . Simply stated,
the overwhelming unipolar concentra-
tion of military, economic, and cultural
power in the hands of one country has
unleashed a visceral popular reaction by
the citizens of comparatively weak
states, namely the rest of the world. 

Just as communism fed off the nat-
ural human distaste for financial and
political concentrations of power, anti-
Americanism feeds off of the natural
human distaste for international concen-
trations of power. During the Cold War,
the Soviet Union at least created the
impression that there was a bipolar dis-
tribution of power. Today, no such illu-
sion exists. The U.S. is globally preemi-
nent in all respects and everyone knows
it. Geopolitical realities have collided
with the democratic spirit of equality
like an Hummer rear-ending a Pinto. 

The obvious irony is that no state
has done more to facilitate the spread of
the spirit of democratic equality than the
United States. The United States facili-
tates and promotes exactly the demo-

cratic conditions in which anti-
Americanism will thrive. For example,
there is arguably no country on earth
that has benefited as much as South
Korea from U.S. foreign policy. The
United States not only fought the war
that severed the yoke of Japanese occu-
pation, but subsequently went on five
years later to lose 40,000 soldiers defend-
ing the fledgling state from a Northern
invasion sponsored by Mao and Stalin.
The U.S. has stationed 38,000 American
troops on South Korean soil for fifty
years to deter another North Korean
attack. And, as recent headlines remind
us, North Korea is no paper threat.
North Korea has devoted most of its
energies for half a century into prepara-
tions for war with the United States,
South Korea, and Japan.

Of equal importance, the United
States presence and favorable trade
practices have allowed South Korea to
grow from the "Hermit Kingdom" - the
most economically backwards state in
East Asia post-World War II - into a
thriving modern economy with a per
capita GDP of $17,500 as gauged by pur-
chasing power parity. South Korea has
undergone nothing short of one of the
most remarkable economic, social, and
political miracles in history - all under
U.S. patronage. 

And yet, today the South Korean
youth hold the United States responsi-
ble for just about everything that goes
wrong, both internationally and domes-
tically. Polls show that most South
Korean youth believe that the United
States is all that stands in the way of
peaceful reunification with their
Northern brethren. Generic anti-

American rallies over the past year have
drawn hundreds of thousands of pro-
testers to the streets of Seoul. 

Of course these protests have nomi-
nal causes they are affiliated with, but
that is not what attracts the crowd. Anti-
Americanism in South Korea is not just
a narrow political movement, it is a full-
fledged sociological phenomenon.

The same is true around the globe.
In Paris, London, or Berlin, if you
announced a march to protest the brutal
Russian occupation of Chechnya that
has cost the lives of tens of thousands of
civilians since 1996, you could maybe
attract a few hundred protesters.
Announce a march against the U.S.
occupation of Afghanistan - an occupa-
tion that has freed the Afghan people
from one of the more horrific regimes -
and thousands will storm the streets.  

At bottom, this anger has little to do
with the policies that nominally bring
protesters from their homes - few in
Europe were the slightest bit concerned
with Iraqi and Afghan civilians during
the 1980s. Instead, it is humankind's
instinctive spirit of equality that drives
global anti-Americanism. 

Sadly, there is little the United
States can do to counter popular anti-
Americanism. U.S. foreign policymak-
ers can and should make diplomatic
adjustments to some global sensitivities,
but that will hardly mitigate the prob-
lem. The heart of global anti-
Americanism is a visceral reaction
against the current concentration of eco-
nomic, cultural, and military power in
one state. Expect this sentiment to only
grow more pronounced in the decades
to come.

GEORGETOWN LAW WEEKLY     PAGE 11MONDAY, OCT. 13 TO FRIDAY, OCT. 17, 2003 OPINIONOPINION
A troubling state of affairs in U.S.-China trade relations

Paul A. Schittek

Scott P. Lindsay

The overwhelming spirit of equality in anti-Americanism



A horrific thought dawned on me
last week as I made my way to the
weekly story assignment meeting -
which is Mondays at five in Room 205
for those of you who were wondering.
The issue that this commentary appears
in, the one you are reading right now, is
our sixth of the semester. We're halfway
done! Didn't I warn everyone a couple
weeks back that this is exactly what
would happen? Here we were, just set-
tling in, adjusting to our schedules and
making some real progress in the world,
then all of a sudden - WHAMMO -
finals are six weeks away.

But, never fear, six weeks is still a
long time. My chemistry professor used
to say that you can be born, get married,
have kids, and die in six weeks. We still
have the time to get our act together.
Picture the campus as one big football
team. For the sake of argument, let's
assume we're the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers. We're the defending Super
Bowl champs, but we're coming off a
tough off-season and, to put it mildly,
are having trouble getting out of the
gates so far this season. The offense is
struggling, the defense has more holes
than Swiss cheese, and don't even get

me started on special teams. So, what do
we do? Gather around troops, and take
a knee. Coach Gruden/Massimino has
some adjustments for us to make on the
fly. If we get back out on the field and
execute these three key items, life will
dramatically improve for all of us as we
prepare for the finals storm:

Use the Fitness Center to actually work
out - I don't know when and how it hap-
pened, but there is a new breed of gym
inhabitant. Well, maybe they're not
exactly new, but their numbers have
now swelled to the point where I, and
others, definitely notice. These guys,
and they are men because I haven't seen
any women down there doing this,
don't show up to work out but to social-
ize. They show up, get all greased and
oiled up with three or four of their bud-
dies, and then they pick out a machine.
One gets on, does a couple of reps, talks
about how big he's getting and how he
is really lifting well, breathes real hard
and grunts as though he's actually
doing something, and then eventually
climbs off. This whole process takes
about five minutes. Then the group
stands around and laughs like they're
freshmen in college. They talk about
recent conquests of various local "hot
babes" and what they're going to do
with all the money they are going to
make. Half of them are working out in
jeans. Then the next one gets on the
machine and the process starts over. It
takes about 45 minutes for the whole
group to move on, while those who are
actually down there to work contem-
plate homicide. 

None of you are fooling anyone! I
don't know if it is too late to redesign the
new fitness center, but there must be a
separate workout facility for these peo-

ple. It can have neon lights, '80s techno
music, and weights none of them can
actually lift. This is their natural habitat
and where they are fully comfortable.
They can sit around and tell about this
one time at their frat house they drank,
like, 35 beers and were so wasted, or
about how they went out last night and
met Senator so-and-so who offered
them a job but turned it down because
Dad is going to hook them up at the
firm back home. We should do what's
right and give them a home. I men-
tioned how I see few women down
there. Hmmm, I wonder why that could
be? Is it because the aforementioned
testosterone freaks would stare like
they've never seen a woman before?
Why would that bother anyone?
Seriously, get out of my gym. Let the
people who are there to use it do so in
an environment that releases stress
instead of causes it.

Get over the facebook already - For
some incomprehensible reason, the
facebook is a source of controversy
every year. Four, out of the entire
incoming class, are not pictured in the
facebook this year, solely for the reason
that their pictures were not taken or
submitted in time to meet the publish-
er's deadline. Count them, four. That
incredible rate of success is a testament
to IST and those who worked so hard to

put it together. But, what's this? Your
fine profile didn't make it in there? Your
entire Georgetown experience is ruined!
That $30,000 you shelled out to come
here is wasted because your face is not
in there. A facebook appearance is the
lynchpin to the entire GULC experience,
and you have to go without. Your life is
ruined! Employers who rely on the face-
book to make crucial hiring decisions
will automatically reject you. Scores of
admirers will turn away because they
will be unable to picture you in their
dreams. Please, out of all the things in
the world to get upset about, this is
what you choose? Ye gods. Some
advice, save your stress for things that
matter - like grades, personal relation-
ships, etc. People who go on a tear over
their picture missing from the facebook
must have to go to the hospital for
bypass surgery when their grades come
out, or when they get a rejection letter
from their favorite firm. By the way,
there are no employers who depend on
the facebook, or even have access to one.
The facebook is an internal document
that is never intended to find its way off
campus. But, it is important that firms
meet people and get a sense of who they
are and how they carry themselves. This
is why they conduct a little thing called
interviews. 

I am tired of this hypersensitivity.
Let's all make a promise to each other
right now - repeat after me. If a little
thing like my picture not getting in the
facebook happens, I promise not to act
like it is the end of the world. I promise
to conduct myself with honor and
integrity. I promise to take a deep breath
and realize that I am not the victim of
incompetence or malicious intent. I
promise to remember the famous quote,

"Don't sweat the small stuff, and it's all
small stuff." Simple? Admittedly so, but
doesn't everyone feel better now?

Some early EJF pub - The last half-
time adjustment we will make involves
a favorite campus tradition, the EJF auc-
tion upcoming in late October. I regret
not going to this as a 1L because I had
such a great time last year and now I'll
only have two of these under my belt
instead of the three I could have had.
Fundraising and the higher goals of the
EJF are all great things, but let's be hon-
est, the best thing about this auction is
the release it provides for everyone. We
don't get the chance to really cut loose
that often, so let's take advantage before
finals roll around. Go out, get smashed,

make a public fool of yourself, spend
more money than you have in your
checking account to buy something you
really don't need, and have one of the
best times you'll have all year. And all
for a good cause!

That's it team. Just go back out there
and make these three things happen,
and we'll be sure to pull out the win in
the second half. I'm trying to remember
a famous halftime speech like Pacino's
in Any Given Sunday to end the article
with, but the thousand pages I'm behind
in Corporate Finance are denying me
any clear thought. So, I will leave every-
one with this - seven weeks down,
seven more to go. These are the times
that try men's souls.

Mass Appeal
Jon Massimino
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I mentioned how I see few women [in the fit-
ness center]. Hmmm, I wonder why that
could be? Is it because the aforementioned
testosterone freaks would stare like they've
never seen a woman before? 


